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PREFACE 


It  is  au  intuition  in  man  to  desire  to  know  tlie  cventii  of  the  past.  It  is,  also,  a  com- 
niuDiiable  trait  in  the  race  to  desire  to  perpetualo  their  own  good  and  praisewortliy  acts  for 
those  who  conic  after  them.  Who  would  not  wisii  to  know  the  history  of  the  first  inhabi- 
tants of  this  couutrj' — the  ilound  BuiJders?  But  that  part  of  liistory,  the  everj-day  routine, 
the  ordinary  affairs  of  life,  are  the  ones  that  \vc  most  ilesirc  to  know  and  are  the  very  ones 
least  likely  to  be  preserved.  A  local  history — n  history  of  a  (X)unty,.  like  this — is  the  most 
difficult  to  write.  Matters  the  most-  likely  to  interest  and  entertain  a  community  are  the 
hardest  to  write.  More  than  twenty-five  years  ago,  when  wriling  a  history  of  Jlenard  county 
for  a  company,  I  leanicd  the  fact  that  the  very  JiuittLT  tlmt  the  people  would  want  was  the  very 
matter  that  the  company  refused.  Ho  I  began  then  to  note  down  items  of  interest  and  have 
kept  it  up  ever  since,  expecting  that  at  some  time  this  matter  would  he  arranged,  sj'stcma-. 
tized  and  published.  Speaking  of  the  past  of  this  country,  what  an  interesting  field  opens 
before  us.  If  some  sutwrnatural  power  would  inahle  some  one  to  give  a  correct  history  of  tiie 
events  which  have  taken  place  just  in  the  small  territory  of  SI'.'nard  county  In  all  the  past  ages 
who  would  refuse  to  buy  it,  no  matter  the  price!-'  But  thc-e  things  arc  gone  to  eternal 
oblivion,  \othing  is  left  but  the  testimony  of  a  lew  inaninmte  and  dumb  witnesses;  yet  with 
what  eagerness  and  patient  toil  we  strive  and  siarch  in  the  cil'ort  to  decipher  the  obscure 
hieroglyphics  which  dimly  outline  some  of  this  dark  past.  How  men  have  sweat  and  dug  and 
toiled  in  the  few  small  mounds  of  earth  in  this  county.  We  unearth  a  stone  a.x,  flint  arrow- 
IKiiut  or  piece  of  hammered  copper,  and  with  a  thrill  in  every  iicrve-fil>er  we  grasp  it  with 
the  thought  that  no  human  hand  had  toiu'lied  it  till  ours  since  it  was  grasiK'd  by  the  swarthy 
hand  of  the  long-departed  Mound  Builder.  Then  we  wonder  and  imagine  concerning  the 
condition  of  this  country  at  that  time;  the  aniiuals  that  roamed  tiicse  prairies  and  woods; 
the  kind  of  people  these  Iwings  were;  and  how  many  hundreds  of  years  have  rolled  m  since 
tliey  gave  place  to  the  "noble  red  man."  We  know  that  they  must  have  been  numerous  and 
powerful,  and  that  they  must  have  Ir'ch  organisicd  in  fonio  way  fo  have  performed  the  vast 
amount  of  labor  that  was  rc<|uired  to  erect  thi'sc  vast  monuments.  Then  came  the  Indians 
with  their  tribal  wars  and  forays  of  murder  ami  torture;  how  this  story  would  thrill  witli 
intcrciit  the  hearts  of  men  to-day.  If  all  this  is  true,  what  a  debt  we  owe  to  those  who  will 
eonie  after  ns  to  leave  a  record  of  the  events  of  the  present  that  they  may  know  to  he  reliably 
true.  Events,  commonplace  in  themselves,  in  the  lives  of  our  lathers  and  grandfathers  will 
not  only  lie  interesting,  hut  they  may  be  of  in;stijiiable  value  in  the  years  to  conic.  Such 
has  been  the  writer's  aim^tii  gather  np  facts  of  local  interest;  of  faiuily  history;  of  social, 
|>olitieal  and  religious  importance,  which,  in  years  to  come,  will  give  due  credit  to  men  for 
the  part  that  they  performed  in  the  work  of  the  development  of  (he  ccjuntry,  socially,  civilly, 
religiously  and  financially,  Xo  effort  at  display  has  been  made;  no  effort  to  over-draw  or 
exaggerate;  but  the  plain,  simple  truth  iias  been  aimed  at  in  every  ease.  Bulwer  says:  "One 
of  the  most  sublime  things  in  the  world  is  plain  truth."  Sydney  Smith  says:  "Truth  is 
the  handmaid  of  justice;  freedom  is  its  child;  peace  its  companion;  safety  walks  in  its  steps; 
victory  follows  in  its  train.  It  is  the  brightest  emanation  of  the  gospel — it  is  the  attribute 
of  God."  .\nd  Dryden  said:  "We  find  but  few  historians  who  have  been  diligent  enough  in 
their  search  for  truth.  Tt  is  their  common  method  to  take  on  trust  what  they  distribute  to 
the  public,  by  which  means  a  falsehood  once  received  becomes  traditional  to  the  public."  I 
have  tried,  in  the  following  pages,  to  tell  the  plain,  simple,  unvarnished  truth. 


E.  D.  MILLER. 
February,  1905. 
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HISTORICAL 


Jt  is  said  that  wlnin  Frederick  the  Great 
would  have  his  secretary  read  history  to  him 
he  would  say ;  "Bring  me  my  liar."  But  hia- 
tory,  to  l>e  such,  must  be  the  statement  of 
facts,  and  where  such  is  not  the  case  it  is  not 
historj".  General  history  may  be  gathered  and 
compiled  from  various  reliable  sources,  but  the 
historj'  of  events  and  occurrences  of  a  locality, 
as  a  county  in  Illinois,  is  a  very  different  and, 
in  fact,  a  more  difficult  thing.  In  olden  times 
a  good  man  could  wish  no  greater  evil  to  be- 
fall an  enemy  than  that  he  were  compelled  to 
write  a  book,  for  good  old  Job  cried  out  in  the 
anguiah  of  his  soul,  "Oh,  that  mine  enemy 
would  write  a  book,"  and  surely  this  should  be 
enough  to  gratify  the  enmity  of  a  much  worse 
man  than  he  of  ITz,  especially  if  the  book  was 
to  be  a  detailed  historj'  of  a  county  in  Illinois, 
nearly  one  hundred  years  after  the  county  was 
settled.  No  doubt  many  important  events,  as 
well  as  the  deeds  of  individuals,  which  are 
important  items  in  the  history  of  this  county 
are  completely  lost,  but  it  is  the  aim  of  the 
writer  to  record  all  such  facts  as  have  been 
preserved,  and  to  give  nothing  but  what  he 
honestly  believes  is  authentic  and  true.  The 
object  of  these  pages  is  to  record  the  known 
facts  in  the  history  of  the  past  so  as  to  pre- 
serve to  those  who  come  after  us  those  facta, 
events  and  individuals,  that  will  serve  to  in- 
struct and  influence  for  good  those  whom  may 
read  them.  One  especial  aim  is  to  do  justice 
to  those  noble  men  and  women  who,  though 
perhaps  unlearned  and  unrefined  in  the  modem 


sense  of  that  term,  were  God's  chosen  agents  in 
preparing  the  priceless  heritage  that  they  have 
left  us  in  this  land  with  its  institutions  and 
civilization.  They  made  possible  and  gave  to 
us  this  priceless  boon. 

Immediately  after  the  close  of  the  war  of 
181S,  or  at  least  as  soon  as  the  news  of  peace 
was  confirmed  through  the  country,  the  mass 
of  the  people  was  seized  with  a  mania  for  west- 
ern emigration,  and,  although  the  sagacious 
editor  of  New  York  had  not  then  given  the 
advice  to  young  men  to  go  west  and  grow  up 
with  the  country,  yet  thousands  of  both  young 
and  old  were  seized  with  the  fever,  and  as  a 
result,  the  "Western  Territory"  began  to  fill  up 
very  rapidly  from  the  older  settled  portions  of 
the  country.  During  almost  the  whole  of  the 
eighteenth  century  the  name  of  Illinois  was 
applied  to  all  the  known  region  lying  west  of 
the  Ohio  river.  As  early  as  1673  French  col- 
onies established  thenisolves  at  Kaskaskia  and 
Cahokia.  Just  one  hundred  years  from  the 
establishment  of  these  colonies,  the  territorj^,  of 
which  they  were  the  nucleus  in  conjunction 
with  Canada,  was  ceded  to  Great  Britain. 
This  was  transferred  to  the  United  States  in 
1787.  In  the  same  year  that  this  territory  was 
acquired  Congress  passed  a  law  or  ordinance 
that  the  territory  lying  west  and  north  of  the 
Ohio  river  was  to  be  divided  into  not  less  than 
three  nor  more  than  five  states.  Congre!«  also 
divided  the  region  named  into  Ohio,  Indiana 
and  Illinois.     When   wo     remember  that  this 


dredl,. 
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years  ago,  wc  imiy  sniilo  at  the  aiiort-sighted- 
ucjis  of  our  statciiim'u,  csiiecially  wlieii  we  re- 
flet't  that  the  territory  was  lx)unJtHl  on  the  north 
by  the  British  [(ossessiiom;. 

So  ra])i<ily  did  this  nortli western  eoiintry 
fiU  up.  that  in  181U.  the  Dlinois  territory, 
which  then  included  a  part  of  Wisconsin  and 
Minnesota,  contained  a  po]»uljition  of  twelve 
thousand  two  hundred  and  eijrhty-two.  Mich- 
igan imd  lif'iu  formed  into  a  seiinrate  territory 
in  ISti.'j,  and  Indiana  in  lS(i:).  The  reader 
is  iH'rhaps  aci|uaintcd  with  the  iiislory  of  Ihe 
controversy  witli  Wisconsin  over  tlie  northern 
boundary  of  Illinois,  if  the  IH-Ofde  of  Wis- 
consin arc  correct  in  their  views  of  the  iinittiT, 
then  Illinois  has  no  northern  limit  save  Hiat 
first  friven  to  the  territory,  and  her  area  still 
extends  to  the  British  )iossessions  i-.i  Cainida. 

Illinois,  like  other  new  territories,  was  at 
(irst  divided  into  counties  coverin,^  very  hirfje 
areas,  in  fact.  Hie  entire  state  was  once  "Illi- 
nois county,"  but  as  the  wuntrv  i«'caine  uioii' 
thickly  settled  tluse  eoiinties  were  suiidividcd 
and  in  many  eases  re-divided  a  third  and  fourth 
time.  Illiistrativc  of  this  fact,  it  may  be  stated 
that  at  the  time  of  tiie  admission  of  Illinois 
into  the  X'nion,  it  comprised  only  fifteen 
counties.  As  the  settlement  of  the  state  liejian 
in  the  southern  jiortion  and  extended  north- 
ward, it  is  not  at  all  sur|)rising  that  in  more 
than  one  case  it  would  have  hwn  impossible 
to  find  the  northern  lH>undary  of  the  county. 
unless  it  were  considered  as  extending  to  the 
nortliern  line  of  the  state.  As  an  illustra- 
tion of  this  subdivision'  of  cininties,  it  may  be 
stated  that  the  eity  of  Chicago,  or  at  least  the 
land  that  it  now  stands  on.  was  once  in  Fulton 
county;  whereas  the  nearest  jioint  of  Fulton 
county  to  the  city  of  Chicago  is  now  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  miles  on  an  air  line.  Another  il- 
lustration of  this  may  he  briefly  given  :  If  the 
reader  will  turn  to  the  map  of  Illinois  he  will 
observe  that  Crawford  county  is  the  eighth 
county  south  on  the  state  line  from  Chicago. 
This  county  at  first  incUuled  Chicaj;o;  Imtwhen 
Clark  was  formed  it  embraced  C'licago;  and 
when  Ed^ar  was  cut  oit  of  Clark  the  "windy 
eity"  was  in  it:  and  then  wlieii  Vermilion  was 
formed  from  Kdgar,  Chicago  fell  in  it:  so  that 


a  number  of  Illinois  counties  can  boast  that 
Chicago  was  once  in  their  territory. 

In  consideration  of  the  fact  that  Menard 
county  was  stricken  off  froTU  Sangamon,  it  be- 
comes necessary  to  give  a  brief  outline  of  the 
latter.  The  reader  who  is  familiar  with  the 
history  of  Illinois  will  remember  that  portions 
of  it  were  settle<l  even  in'fore  the  close  of  the 
eighteenth  century.  Prior  to  the  formation  of 
the  county  of  Sangamon,  by  act  of  the  legisla- 
ture, a]»pn>ved  January  ;!(!.  IHai,  the  territory 
of  which  it  was  formed  was  included  in  the 
eouiitics  of  Madison  and  Bond.  Sangamon 
county,  when  first  formed,  included  all  of  what 
is  now  l^igan.  Tazewell,  Mason.  Menard  and 
Cass,  and  part  of  Morgan,  McLean,  Marshall, 
Woodford,  Putnam  and  Christian.  Its  bound- 
ary remained  thus  til!  the  year  lf<"<;i.  when  the 
legislature  reiluccd  its  limits.  It  still,  how- 
ever, extended  to  the  Illinois  river  and  in- 
cluded all  of  Menard  and  parts  of  Christian, 
Logan  and  Mason.  The  boundaries  of  Sanga- 
mon remained  unchanged  til!  the  year  1S;19, 
when  the  legislature  again  subdivided  it,  cut- 
ting oft  ilenard.  Christian  and  Logan.  The 
name  of  Dane  was  at  first  given  to  it  but  later 
it  was  changed  to  Christian. 

During  the  session  of  the  legislature  of 
lfi:(8-D,  Menard  county  was  stricken  off  from 
Sangamon  and  named  in  honor  of  Colonel 
Pierre  Alcnard,  a  Frenchman  who  settled  at 
Kaskaskia.  Illinois,  in  1790.  Menard  was  so 
jiopuiar  in  his  day  with  the  people  of  Illinois 
territory  that  when  tlie  convention  framed  the 
constitution  of  the  state  a  clause  was  included 
in  the  schedule  to  the  constitution  providing 
that  "any  citizen  of  the  United  States  who  had 
reside*!  in  the  state  for  two  years  might  lie 
eligible  to  the  office  of  lieutenant  governor." 
This  was  done  in  order  that  Colonel  Menard, 
who  had  only  been  naturalized  a  year  or  two 
at  the  tinie,  might  ^>e  made  lieutenant  governor, 
under  Shadrach  Bond,  first  governor  of  Illi- 
nois after  its  formation  into  a  state.  As  Me- 
nard county  was  named  after  this  popular 
Frenchman  it  may  be  interesting  to  the  reader 
to  give  a  brief  account  of  his  life.  Pierre 
Menard  was  born  in  Quebec,  Canada,  in  the 
year  l~f)7.     He  remained  in  his  native  citv  till 
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of  adveiitiin!  led  liiiii  to  swk  liis  fortune  id  the 
territories  watered  by  the  Mississipiii  and  its 
tributaries.  He  was,  therefore,  soon  found  in 
the  town  of  Vincennes  on  the  Wabash  river  in 
the  employ  of  a  merchant,  known  as  Colonel 
Vigo.  In  the  year  1(90  he  formed  a  partner- 
ship with  one  Du  Bols,  a  merchant  of  Vin- 
cennes, and  they  reino\T<l  their  stock  to  Kas- 
kaskia  at  tlie  mouth  of  the  Kaskaskia  river  in 
Illinois.  Menard,  thougli  posstssL'd  of  but  a 
limited  education,  was  a  man  of  qnick  percep- 
tion and  of  almost  nnerrinp  judgment.  He 
was  candid  and  honest,  full  of  energy  and  in- 
dusiry,  and  these  qualities  soon  marked  him  as 
a  leader  among  tlie  scattcnHl  i>opulation  of  his 
adopted  home.  For  a  number  of  years  he  was 
government  agent  for  the  Indians,  and  his 
candor  and  integrity  ,siH>n  won  for  him  the 
esti'eni  and  friendship  of  the  Indian  tribes. 
This  fact  secured  him  great  advantage  as  a  mer- 
chant as  he  could  buy  their  peltries  for  one-half 
as  much  as  they  could  bo  bought  by  the  "l^^iig- 
knivcrf."  He  was  a  member  of  the  lower  house 
of  the  legislature  while  Illinois  was  under  the 
Indiana  regime  and,  from  1812  to  1818,  he  was 
a  menil>er  of  the  Illinois  h'gislative  council, 
being  tlie  president  of  that  body.  He  was 
lieutenant  governor  from  1818  to  lH'i'i.  and 
after  that  he  declined  to  accept  further  honors 
at  the  hands  of  the  people.  He  acquired  a 
considerable  fortune  hut  much  of  it  was  lost 
through  his  liberality  in  going  security  for  his 
friends.  He  died  in  Tazewell  county,  Illinois, 
at  the  good  old  age  of  seventy-seven  years. 
Such  was  the  man  for  whom  >Ienard  county 
was  named. 

Menard  county  is  near  the  center  of  the  state 
of  Illinois  and  is  approximately  twenty  miles 
square.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north  hy  Salt 
creek  :  on  the  west  by  Cass  county :  on  the  south 
by  Sangamon,  and  on  the  east  l>y  Logan.  The 
entire  area  of  the  county  is  one  hundred  and 
ninety  seven  thousand  nine  hundred  and  sev- 
enty five  acres,  but  it  is  estimated  that  the 
Sangamon  river  occupies  an  area  of  seven  hun- 
dred aere.=  in  the  limits  of  the  county,  leaving 
an  entire  area  of  one  hundred  and  ninety  seven 
thousand  two  hundred  and  seventy  five  aeras. 
The  Sangamon  river  flows  through  the  counrty 
from  south  to  north,  dividing  it  into  two  almost 


equal  parts.  A  number  of  small  streams  flow 
into  the  Sangamon  river,  and  Salt  creek  affords 
an  abundajice  of  fresh,  pure  water  for  all  pur- 
poses. The  surface  of  the  eountry  Ib  gently 
undulating  in  the  main,  though  for  a  mile  or 
two  back  from  the  river  it  is  somewhat  broken. 
The  great  portion  of  the  land  was,  in  its  native 
state,  prairie,  being  covered  with  a  luxuriant 
growth  of  nutritious  grass,  inters]iersed  with  a 
countless  growth  of  wild  flowers.  Oroves  and 
bodies  of  timber  were  interspersed  all  over  the 
entire  area  of  the  county,  being  abundant,  had 
it  been  jireserved,  for  all  ])ur]>oses  of  agricul- 
ture and  manufacture.  Along  the  Sangamon 
river  for  a  distance  of  a  mile  and  a  half  on 
either  side  there  was  formerly  heavy  timber, 
while  on  Kock  creek  and  Indian  creek  arc  con- 
siderable bodies  also.  In  the  eastern  part  of 
the  county  are  Irish  Grove,  Bee  Grove  and 
Sugar  Grove,  each  of  which  is  a  considerable 
body  of  timber.  On  the  west  side  of  the  river 
are  Little  Grove  and  Clary's  Grove,  fonuerly 
fine  bodies  of  timber.  The  tind)er  comprises 
a  number  of  varieties  of  oak,  elm,  ash,  walnut, 
butternut,  sycamore,  linden  or  liasswood,  hick- 
ory, Cottonwood,  black  and  honey  locust,  pecan, 
cherry,  mulberry  and  maple,  hard  and  soft. 
There  are  several  sugar  orchards  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  Tallula  and  Sweetwater.  Near  Tallula 
Messrs.  Spcer,  Conover,  Greene  and  others  have 
good  orchards.  Aroimd  Sweetwater  are  the 
orchards  of  Mr.  Smoot,  Alkires  and  H.  J. 
Marbold,  the  last  named  having  one  thousimd 
five  hundred  trees  on  an  area  of  not  more  than 
eighty  acres. 


AGRICULTUHE. 

The  soil  of  this  county  is  a  rich,  dark  loam, 
from  one  to  five  feet  deep.  This  is  the  pre- 
vailing condition,  but  in  the  northern  portion 
of  the  county  there  are  considerable  areas  where 
sand  mounds  exist,  but  even  these  are  surpris- 
ingly productive  of  a  favorable  season.  These 
sand  mounds  produce  melons  and  sweet-pota- 
toes of  the  finest  quality  and  in  profuse  abund- 
ance. Sfore  than  ninety  per  cent  of  the  land 
of  the  county  is  in  cultivation,  in  grass  or 
planted  in  grain. 

The  countv  is  ahundantlv  supplie(K*ith,theiI,> 
Dig:izc^bvVjOOglC 
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various  kinds  of  stock,  and  for  many  years 
the  farmers  have  taken  great  pride  in  trying 
to  improve  their  quality,  and  to  this  end  the 
best  breeds  from  all  over  the  world  have  been 
imported  till  the  tinest  breeds  of  horses,  cattle, 
sheep  and  hogs  may  be  seen  on  the  rich  pas- 
tures or  in  the  comfortable  barns  of  every  farm- 
ing community. 

The  soil  produces  abundant  crops  of  corn, 
wheat,  oats,  rye,  barley,  millet,  timothy,  clover, 
potatoes,  all  kinds  of  vines  and  vegetables. 
Grapes  and  small  fruits  grow  in  luxuriant 
abundance,  but  while  the  large  standard  fruits 
in  past  year  did  well  they  are  now  practically 
a  failure.  Peaches  are  winter-killed  at  least 
four  years  out  of  five,  while  apples  and  pears 
are  almost  a  total  failure  on  account  of  the 
numerous  fungoid  and  insect  pests  that  attack 
them  in  countless  hordes. 

Cattle,  horses  and  hogs  are  raised  in  abund- 
ance, while  poultry  produces  no  insignificant 
part  of  the  total  income  of  the  farmers.  Farm- 
ing lands  are  worth  from  one  hundred  to  one 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  acre.  The  farm- 
ers are,  as  a  rule,  well-to-do,  many  having 
grown  rich  by  farming  and  stock-raising.  We 
have  farmers  whose  wealth  is  fast  approaching 
the  million  dollar  mark,  while  estates  of  a 
quarter  and  half-million  dollars  are  by  no  means 
rare.  The  last  half  decade  has  been  an  es- 
pecially prosperous  period  to  the  farmers,  but 
as  it  is  the  writer's  business  to  state  facts  and 
not  theories  he  can  not  say  whether  this  is  due 
to  the  Almighty  or  to  the  administration;  one 
of  the  two  did  it.     "Hoch  der  Kaiser!" 


MINERAL  RESOURCES. 

Inexhaustible  bods  of  bituminous  coal  of  the 
best  quality  underlie  flie  entire  county  and  at 
such  a  depth  that  it  can  Ire  mined  at  a  trifling 
cost.  This  coal  is  deposited  in  three  layers, 
or  strata,  that  have  been  worked  to  some  ex- 
tent and  the  state  geologist  claims  that  in  this 
part  of  Illinois  the  three  strata  will  aggregate 
at  least  twenty-five  feet  in  thickness.  A  toler- 
ably correct  idea  of  the  wealth  laid  up  here  may 
be  gained  by  considering  the  miners'  estimate 
that  in  everv   foot  of  the  vein,  in  thickness. 


there  are  twenty  million  bushels  or  one  mil- 
lion tons  to  the  square  mile.  Now,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  twenty-five  feet  of  strata,  of 
which  we  are  told,  let  the  reader  contemplate 
Ihe  wealth  that  is  stored  up  in  the  vein  that  is 
now  being  worked.  This  vein  averages  six  feet 
in  thicknesi".  This  will  give  us  five  million 
tons  to  every  square  mile.  This  alone  is  a 
(wurce  of  inexhaustible  wealth.  A  writer  in 
the  London  Quarterly  Review  said  a  few  years 
ago  that  no  people  can  succet^d  in  the  arts  of 
Christian  civilization  without  a  supply  of  coal, 
and  this  is  undoubtedly  true.  When  we  reflect 
that  manufacturers,  commerce  and  the  general 
enterprises  of  civilization  can  not  be  carried  on 
without  a  dynamic  agent,  wo  see  that  the  fore- 
going statement  is  not  extravagant.  In  the 
sultry  cycles  of  the  carboniferous  period,  the 
Almighty  was  laying  up  the  crystaliaed  sunshine 
in  the  form  of  these  dusky  diamonds  in  this, 
then  unknown,  world  for  coming  Christianity 
tp  unco^'er  and  use  as  an  energy  to  bless  the 
world.  The  same  writer,  quoted  above,  says 
that  the  paddle-wheels  of  European  civiliza- 
tion are  constantly  stirring  up  the  dark  waters 
of  superstition  in  the  east  and  every  steamer 
that  navigates  those  oceans  goes  as  a  herald  of 
Christian  civilization  and  enlightenment,  and 
thus  we  see  that  coal  is  becoming  the  mighty 
agent  in  the  uplifting  of  humanity.  Such 
were  the  stores  of  coal  laid  up  in  the  bowels  of 
England,  and  her  supply  so  inexhaustible,  as 
was  supposed,  that  the  expression,  "carrying 
coals  to  Newcastle,"  has  long  been  the  manner 
of  expressing  the  inexhaustibleness  of  the  de- 
posit, but  present  indications  bid  fair  for  it  to 
become  literally  true,  and  also  that  the  coals 
carried  to  Newcastle  shall  be  from  America. 
This  mighty  force  has  sluml>ered  for  countless 
cycles  under  this  soil  and  here  is  untold  wealth 
for  Christian  enterprise  to  utilize  for  the  good 
of  man. 

Stone  of  a  good  quality  is  also  found  in  sev- 
eral places  in  this  county  that  might  be  made  a 
source  of  great  income.  Considering  all  the 
natural  advantages  that  we  possess,  we  conclude 
that  few  localities  have  more  or  better  facilities 
for  manufacturing  than  we.  Here  is  the  tim- 
ber, the  coal,  the  stone,  the  water,  the  sand  and 
the  agricultural  products.  Look  at  the  i  vast 
Dig:izcd^y  V-H.H>ylC 
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aums  of  money  that  go  out  from  hen  tvery  year 
to  pay  for  the  very  things  that  we  should  make 
and  sell  to  others — plows,  rea|>ers,  planters, 
wagons,  buggies,  threshers,  etc.  If  our  ad- 
vantages were  utilized  not  only  would  all  the 
money  be  kept  in  our  midst  hut  other  great 
advantages  would  accrue  to  us.  A  market 
would  be  created  here  at  home  for  all  our 
surplus,  a  deiuand  would  ho  made  for  greater 
quantities  of  raal,  and  this  would  call  for  a 
greater  numher  of  lalwrers;  the  erection  of 
factories  would  create  a  demand  for  stone, 
brick,  sand  and  Itnie;  handling  these  tilings 
would  make  a  demand  for  teams  and  laborers, 
and  last,  hut  not  least,  this  would  hring  me- 
chanics, and  their  families  would  build  up  the 
towns  and  fill  i\p  the  schools  and  fuviiish  a 
market  for  all  our  surplus  products.  Surety 
our  people  will  not  remain  blind  to  t>.is  matter 
many  years  longer. 

The  population  of  Menard  county,  according 
to  the  last  census,  is  fourteen  thousand  Ihree 
hundred  and  thirty-six.  FeterBhurg,  the  county 
seat,  is  situated  on  the  Sangamon  river,  near 
the  center  of  the  county,  and  has  a  population 
of  alwut  three  thousand  four  hundred.  Two 
railroads  run  through  the  county.  The  Chi- 
cago &  Alton  enters  tlie  county  near  the 
northeast  corner  of  the  county  and  runs  through 
Petersburg  and  leaves  the  county  near  the 
southwest  comer.  The  Chicago.  Peoria  &  St. 
Louis  runs  through  the  center  of  the  county 
from  north  to  south.  These  two  roads  cross  in 
Petersburg.  The  Peoria  and  Springfield  branch 
of  the  Chicago  &  Alton  runs  for  eight  or  ten 
miles  just  in  the  east  edge  of  the  county. 

The  first  settlements  of  Menard  county  wore 
made  by  immigrants  from  Tennessee,  Ken- 
tucky, Virginia  and  the  Carolinas,  with  a  small 
per  cent  from  the  states  farther  north.  These 
immigrants  were  of  a  class  of  men  and  women 
unsurpassed  for  bravery,  enterprise  and  de- 
termination. In  fact,  we  have  in  the  pioneers 
of  IlHnois  and  other  western  states  a  wonderful 
type  of  men  and  women.  The  first  settlers  of 
America  were  of  the  beet  stock  of  the  various 
European  countries  from  which  they  came. 
Those  first  emigrants  from  Europe  to  America 
were  the  most  liberty- loving,  most  conscientious, 
brave  and  determined  of  the  land.'  thev  left. 


These  jK'ople  by  intermarriage  through  the  laws 
of  heredity,  and  amalgamation  have  produced 
a  new  and  improved  type  of  the  genus  homo. 
We  arc  not  I'^nglish  or  German  or  French,  but 
we  are  distinctively  Americans.  We  are  a  peo- 
ple, a  race,  unique  and  distinct,  adapted  to  the 
conditions  and  needs  of  this  new  and  unique 
country.  It  was  the  men  and  women  of  this 
new  type  who  made  this  country  what  it  is  to- 
day. No  one  dare  to  limit  the  achievements 
of  this  country  in  the  future  unless  intermar- 
riage, idleness,  ease  and  luxury  shall  enervate,  i 
weaken  and  destroy  the  power  of  the  people.  XA 
will  relate  one  peculiar  (wlitieal  incident  and 
with  this  close  this  chapter.  Menard  county 
has  been  Democratic  in  all  its  history,  with  the 
exception  that  in  the  first  years  of  its  existence 
as  a  county,  it  gave  a  majority  to  the  old  Whig 
party.  It  was  cut  off  from  Sangamon  and 
organized  into  a  separate  county  in  1839.  In 
1840  William  II.  Harrison  was  the  Whig 
candidate  for  president,  opposed  by  Martin 
Van  Buren.  the  Democrat  candidate.  Menard 
county  gave  Harrison  four  hundred  and  thirty- 
four  votes  and  Van  Buren  three  hundred  and 
seventy-four.  In  1844  wo  had  a  third  candi- 
date for  president  for  the  first  time:  Clay, 
Whig;  Polk,  Democrat;  and  Burney,  Free- 
Soil.  The  county  gave  Clay  three  hundred 
and  ninety-seven;  Polk,  three  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-eight; and  Mr.  Bnrney  got  one.  In  1848 
the  candidates  were  Taylor,  Democrat;  Cass, 
Whig;  and  Van  Buren,  Free-Soil.  The  county 
gave  Taylor  six  hundred  and  five  votes;  Cass, 
four  hundred  and  eighty-eight;  and  Van  Buren 
one.  In  1852  the  candidates  were  Pierce. 
Democrat;  Scott,  Whig;  and  Hale,  Abolitionist, 
The  county  gave  Pierce  six  hundred  and  ninety- 
eight  votes;  Scott,  six  hundred  and  forty-four; 
and  Hale  one.  The  same  old  fellow,  I  suppose, 
cast  that  one  lonely  Abolition  vote  every  time. 
This  was  a  very  discouraging  beginning  for 
Abolitionism,  but  see  what  perseverance  in  fol- 
lowing honest  convictions  will  do.  But  "Won- 
ders never  will  sease."  Aristotle  said,  "It  was 
through  the  feeling  of  wonder  that  men,'  now 
and  at  first,  began  to  philosophize."  But  I 
fear  that  no  philosophy  will  ever  solve  this 
problem.  "Little  Menard"  went  Republican  in 
thing. 
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lock,  stofk  anil  barrel,  ivcut  down  in  the  gen- 
eral crash.  Was  it  "Teddy's"  [M)])ularity  or 
Parker's  telegram,  that  did  it ':"  Bennett, 
Laiining,  Watkins.  Clary  aud  Miller  all  sank 
to  risti  no  more. 


ABOIilGIXKS. 


A  history  of  ^tlenard  county  would  lie  im- 
perfect that  did  not  include  .-ioine  account  of 

the  ahoriginal  inhahitaiily.  Indeed,  to  very 
many  men  no  subji-ct  is  luore  intensely  interest- 
ing than  thi-i.  Little  can  lie  said  of  the  In- 
dian trilws  of  this  locality,  hut  that  little  will 
he  given.  Ijut  another  ami  far  more  interesting 
people  than  they  onc<'  held  dominion  here  and 
roamed  these  ]irairies  and  woods.  I  refer  to 
the  ''mound  builders.''  This  strange  aud  un- 
known |)eople  were  onw  as  nunierous  here,  no 
donbt,  as  the  present  population,  hut  unfortu- 
nately they  left  only  enougii  menientoeK  of 
their  existence  to  arouse  in  us  a  desire  to  know 
more  of  them.  Even  iicrc  in  this  county 
there  arc,  or  were  n  few  years  ago,  abundant 
evidences  of  the  teeming  thousands  that  lived 
here.  Unfortunately  nearly  all  the  monu- 
ments (hey  left  were  the  earfh-Tnounds  they 
built,  at  the  exjiense  of  imtold  toil  and  per- 
serverance.  Many  of  these,  by  rain  and  storm 
and  the  erosive  jiowor  of  the  jjIow,  have  been 
partially  or  entirely  ohliteralcd,  hut  a  quarter 
of  a  century  ago  they  were  plainly  visible  in 
many  localities.  Along  the  bluffs  overlooking 
the  Sangamon  river  they  were  to  l>e  seen  in 
great  numbers.  Years  ago  the  writer  oiwned  a 
number  of  those  mounds  and  was  amply  re- 
warded for  his  lalior.  In  many  nothing  was 
found  except  the  decayed  liones  of  the  buried 
dead,  but  others  were  rich  in  relies.  Pipes, 
axes,  spades,  totems,  etc.,  were  found  in  abund- 
ance, and  I  have  no  doul)t  that  vast  numbers 
are  still  hidden  under  the  soil  here  that  may 
never  he  seen  by  man,  unless  by  some  accident 
they  are  unearthed.  In  digging  a  cistern,  an 
arrow-point  was  found  at  a  depth  of  nine  feet 
below  the  surface,  A  stone  ax  was  found,  in 
digging  a  grave,  five  feet  down.  The  writer 
found  a  sand-stone  ax.  a  half  mile  from  Salem, 
that   was  embedded     in   the  shale.     A   chisel. 


Iiamniered  out  of  native  c-o))per,  was  found  in  a 
mound  nine  niiks  north  of  Petersburir,  that 
was  eight  feet  uniler  ground.  Several  eopcr 
arrow-points  have  iieen  found  in  the  county.- 
These  can  lie  seen  in  the  collection  of  II.  J. 
Marbold.  at  Ortenview.  One  kind  of  mound 
that  was  not  uncommon  is  worthy  of  descrip- 
tion: This  was  on  the  bluff,  four  miles  north 
of  Petersburg.  Before  it  was  tampered  with, 
it  was  aliout  six  feet  high  and  ]»erlia|>s  twelve 
feet  across.  Some  two  and  a  half  feet  below 
the  to))  of  the  mound  two  skeletons  were  found, 
supjjosed  to  lie  of  a  male  and  a  female,  lying  on 
clay  that  had  liccn  hurned  almost  as  hard  as 
a  brick.  Careful  examination  indicated  that  a 
mound,  some  three  or  four  feet  high,  had  been 
built  and  on  top  of  this  was  formed  a  basin, 
about  the  pro])ortions  of  a  soup-disli.  lined  with 
elay,  made  into  a  mortar  and  then  thoroughly 
burned.  This  basin  was  about  six  feet  across 
and  eight  or  ten  inches  lower  in  the  center  than 
at  the  e<lge.  That  the  bodies  had  lieen  placed 
in  this  basin,  fuel  piled  on  them  and  then 
liurned  was  clearly  evidenced  h\'  the  fact  that 
the  upper  surface  of  the  boni"*  were  burned 
away,  the  sides  charred  black  and  the  under 
side  untouched  by  the  fire.  The  whole  skele- 
tons, except  the  smaller  hones  which  were 
burned  up,  showed  us  that  this  was  the  case,  as 
they  were  found  mingled  with  the  ashes  and 
dead  coals  in  the  bottom  of  the  basin.  Several 
such  mounds  as  this  were  opened  by  the  writer. 
After  the  body  was  burned  three  or  four  feet 
of  earth  was  added  to  the  mound.  What  are 
these,  however,  compared  to  the  works  oast  of 
St.  I.ouis.  in  Illinois,  where  there  are  over  two 
hundred  large  mounds  in  the  area  of  one  town- 
ship, six  miles  square?  Thcst!  mounds  are  all 
large,  but  the  king  of  them  all  is  Cahokia 
mound.  It  was  surveyed  by  Chicago  parties 
several  years  ago  and  they  found  that  it  cov- 
ered eleven  acres  of  ground  and  was  ninety- 
seven  feet  high,  aft«r  all  the  past  years  of 
erosion  by  the  elements.  There  is  perfect  evi- 
dence that  the  earth  was  carried  a  distance  of 
over  four  miles  to  build  it.  St.  Louis  bears  the 
nickname  of  "Mound  City"  from  the  immense 
mound  that  once  stood  in  the  very  heart  of  the 
eitv-     Vast  numbers  of     relics  were  obtained 
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Dtfii  in  ilurhold's  collect  ion.  The  huge  paint- 
ing, called  '"The  Piasa  Bini,"  that  was  on  the 
smoolli  face  of  tlie  cliff  above  Alton,  one  hun- 
dred feet  from  the  base  and  :ieventy-live  feet 
below  the  top,  was  the  work  of  these  people. 
This  painting  was  there  when  .Marquette  and 
Joliet  went  down  the  Mississippi  river  in  1672, 
and  remained  there,  bright  and  clear,  till  1848, 
when  the  cljft  fell  into  tie  river.  When  we 
eontenipltite  the  huge  piles  of  earth  on  almost 
every  bluff  along  the  Mis<issi]»i>i.  the  Missouri, 
the  Ohio,  the  Illinois  and.  in  fact,  almost  all 
the  rivers  of  the  country,  we  may  well  wonder 
concerning  the  strange  people  who  built  them. 
The  "Ilini"  Indians,  as  they  called  themselves, 
who  lived  at  the  mouth  of  Piasa  creek,  when  the 
first  white  man  visited  this  country,  had  no 
more  idea  of  who  painted  tiiis  picture  than  we 
have  to-day.  Their  prineipal  village  was  al- 
most in  a  stonethrow  of  the  painting  but  they 
knew  nothing  of  its  history.  The  picture  was 
in  tl:ree  colors,  red,  yellow  and  black.  The  l>ody 
was  as  large  as  a  cow,  a  face  like  a  human, 
horns  like  a  deer,  tivth  of  great  size,  outspread 
wings,  like  a  bat,  four  legs,  each  with  four 
terrible  claws,  a  huge  tail,  wrapped  three  thnes 
around  the  Irody,  and  the  whole  body  and  tail 
covered  with  scales,  like  a  fish.  It  was  a  ter- 
rible looking  picture.  The  Indians  had  a 
strange  and  weird  tradition  concerning  it  but 
we  have  not  space  to  record  it  here. 

Of  the  Indians,  in  relation  to  this  county, 
but  little  can  be  said.  About  the  time  that  the 
first  settlers  came  to  this  county,  the  Indians 
made  a  raid  on  the  settlements  south  of  herti 
and  after  killing  a  citizen  or  two  they  stole  a 
young  lady  and  started  north  with  her.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  a  Captain  Whitesides  anil 
the  father  and  a  company  of  citizens  started  in 
pursuit.  The  Indians  were  overtaken  just  this 
side  of  Elkhart  Grove.  There  a  fight  occurred. 
The  young  lady  was  on  a  pony,  which  was  led 
by  an  Indian,  while  a  rope  was  tied  around  the 
girl'fi  neck  and  held  by  her  captor.  When  the 
fight  began  the  Indian  in  the  excitement  drop- 
ped the  rope  and  the  girl  sprang  off  the  pony 
and  started  to  run  back  to  the  whites.  Rut  the 
Indian,  seeing  his  prize  ahont  to  escape,  threw 
his  tomahawk  at  her,  driving  the  blade  into 
the  small  of  her  back.     Her  father  being  near 


and  seeing  this,  galloped  lietwim  her  and  tlie 
Indians,  when  one  of  them  firing  at  him  sent 
a  ball  entirely  through  his  horse.  However,  the 
horse  did  not  fall  and  the  father,  spurring  him 
forward,  reached  the  girl  and  seizing  her  by 
the  arm,  bore  her  back  to  the  whites.  The 
i>loo<l  was  spurting  from  the  wound  in  the 
horse's  vitals  but  the  faithful  animal,  with  his 
fast  ebbing  strength,  liore  her  to  safety  and  in 
a  short  time  died.  In  the  retreat  the  Indians 
crossed  the  Sangamon  river  near  where  the 
iron  bridge,  south  of  Petersburg,  is  located,  and 
their  pursuers,  reluming  the  same  way,  brought 
the  young  lady  to  a  settler's  cabin  near  Salis- 
bury, leaving  her  tliere  till  she  recovered.  When 
tlie  first  settlements  were  made  in  the  limits 
of  this  county  the  Indians  had  nearly  all  been 
removed ;  a  few  were  still  in  tiie  timber  on 
Indian  creek,  in  the  neighlwrbood  of  Indian 
Point;  and  two  old  men.  with  about  a  dozen 
of  their  relatives,  remained  for  some  time. 
Tluve  were  Shickshack  and  Shambolee.  They 
lived  two  or  three  years  just  south  of  the 
residence  of  the  late  Judge  Robert  Clary,  on  the 
high  hill  overlooking  the  lake.  They  then  re- 
moved to  a  high  hill  within  a  mile  of  the  site 
of  the  present  town  of  Chandlerville.  Here 
Shickshack  died  at  a  very  advanced  age  and 
was  buried  there,  and  the  hill  is  still  known  as 
"Shickshack'a  Hill."  After  his  death  the  rest 
of  the  little  band  in  sadness  left  the  haunts  of 
the  pale-face  and  were  heard  of  no  more. 

There  being  no  trouble  with  the  Indians  in 
this  section  after  the  first  settlements  here  and 
there  bx'ing  various  forts  near  the  frontiers,  as 
Fort  Clark  at  Peoria  and  at  other  ]»oints. 
there  was  never  any  need  of  any  forts  or  block- 
iiouses  in  this  section  of  the  state.  The  trouble 
spoken  of  almve,  with  a  band  whose  town  was 
at  Elkhart  Grove,  was  the  last,  and  perhaps 
the  only  trouble,  that  was  ever  in  this  im- 
mediate part  of  the  state.  Further  northeast, 
at  Old  Town  Timber,  in  McLean  county,  and 
over  toward  Fort  Clark,  now  Peoria,  there  had 
been  considerable  warfare.  The  Mound  Build- 
ers are  gone  and  the  Indians  are  gone,  and  the 
hills  and  woods  and  streams  have  no  tongue  to 
toll  the  story  of  the  past.  All  the  record  we 
have  is  the  chipped  flint,  the  ]»otished  stone-ax 
and   the  curiously   wrought,  pipe  and  baryier^vlp 
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stoDR  to  tell  their  strangy  story.  How  we  long 
to  extort  from  thise  mute  stones  the  story  of 
thoi-i.'  long  gone  years,  but  our  appeal  is  un- 
heard and  the  liook  is  sealed,  only  as  we  may 
imagine,  guess  and  wonder. 


EAKLY  SETTLEMENTS. 

Quite  a  number  of  settlements  bad  been  made 
in  the  territory  of  what  is  now  Sangamon 
county  some  time  before  any  were  made  in  the 
bounds  of  what  is  now  AEenard.  Tlie  reader 
must  bear  in  mind  that  this  county  had  no  ex- 
istence till  the  year  18."(y,  hence  the  history 
of  the  settlement  and  development  of  the  county 
is  connected  with  the  history  of  Sangamon 
county. 

Although  the  white  man  had  frequently  vis- 
ited the  "Sangamon  country,"  as  it  was  called, 
and  had  traveled  over  the  beautiful  prairies 
and  explored  the  deep  woods  of  this  locality, 
yet  we  have  no  evidence  that  any  one  ever 
settled  in  the  area  of  the  county  prior  to  April, 
1813.  We  have  indisputable  evidence  tiiat  the 
first  settler  of  the  county  was  John  Clary,  who 
came  with  his  family  at  the  date  alxovo  named. 
He  wttled  in  a  grove  in  the  southwest  part  of 
the  county,  near  the  present  site  of  the  village 
of  Tallnla.  This  grove  was  ever  after  known 
by  the  name  of  its  first  settler  and  it  is  to-day 
noticed  on  the  maps  and  known  and  spoken  of 
far  and  near  as  "Clary's  Grove."  Mr.  Clary 
settled  on  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  32, 
township  18,  range  7;  the  land  now  Iwlonging 
to  the  heirs  of  George  Spears,  Sr.  Mr.  C. 
Clary  built  wliat  was  known  to  the  pioneers 
as  a  "three-faced"  camp;  that  is,  he  built  three 
walls,  leaving  one  entire  side  open,  as  ample 
means  of  ingress  and  egress.  These  walls  were 
built  about  seven  feet  high,  then  poles  were 
laid  across  about  three  feet  apart  and  "clap- 
boards" were  laid  on  these  for  the  roof,  and  as 
nails  were  not  (o  be  had,  "weight -poles"  were 
laid  on  the  boards  to  hold  them  to  their  place. 
These  boards  were  generally  four  feet  in  length 
and  from  ten  to  fourteen  inches  in  width. 
They  were  split  out  of  oak  timber,  with  an 
instrument,  common  in  those  days,  called  a 
"froe."     No  floor  was  laid  in   the  camp,  nor 


was  there  any  such  thing  as  a  window  or  door- 
shutter  or  ehiiiiney  connected  with  the  struc- 
ture. Now  these  are  facts  and  we  doubt  not 
that  tlie  J'oung  people  of  to-day  are  skeptical 
on  the  matter.  The  one  side  left  out  served 
as  door,  chimney,  window  and  all.  Just  in 
front  of  the  open  side,  a  huge  log-heap  was 
huilt,  which  served  to  furnish  heat  in  cold 
weather  and  for  cooking  all  the  year  round,  and 
gave  what  light  they  needed  at  night.  We  de- 
scribe this  camp  so  particularly  because  in 
such  dwellings  as  this,  the  early  settlers  all 
spent  the  first  few  years  of  their  sojourn  in 
the  new  country.  Mr.  Clary  had  a  family  when 
he  firsf.  came  to  the  Grove,  the  late  lamented 
Judge  Kobert  Clary  being  six  weeks  old  when 
the  family  reached  its  wild  home.  The  large 
and  respected  family  of  Clar}-s  now  living  in 
this  county  are  all  descendants  of  this  hardy 
pioneer.  Not  long  after  Clary  located  in  the 
Grove,  Solomon  Pratt  with  his  family  took  up 
his  residence  in  a  cabin,  which  he  built  on  sec- 
tion ;!,  township  17,  range  7,  this  gerng  near 
Mr.  Clary.  During  the  fall  of  1819  and  the 
spring  of  1820  emigration  came  in  pretty 
rapidly,  biit  there  being  no  record  kept  of  the 
order  in  which  they  came  and  the  names  of 
some  being  forgotten,  it  is  impossible  to  give 
the  detail  correctly.  About  this  time  the 
Armstrongs,  Greens  and  Spears  came  to  the 
grove;  ii  more  detailed  account  of  whom  will 
l)e  given  in  another  place.  It  was  stated 
above  that  the  first  settlement  in  the  county 
was  made  at  Clary's  Grove.  This  we  believe 
to  he  true,  but  there  is  great  diversity  of  opin- 
ion on  this  subject  among  the  oldest  citizens 
who  wei«  alive  thirty  years  ago,  with  whom 
the  writer  often  talked  the  matter  over. 
Amberry  Eankin,  late  of  Athens,  in  this  connty, 
was  of  the  ojiinion  that  Judge  Latham  was 
the  first  white  man  to  fake  up  his  abode  in  the 
limits  of  the  county,  and  it  is  a  known  fact  that 
Sugar  Grove,  in  the  northeast  part  of  the 
county,  was  settled  very  i^oon  after  Clary's 
Grove,  if  not  at  the  very  same  time.  From  a 
document  left  by  Charles  Montgomery,  de- 
ceased, and  from  statements  made  to  the  writer 
by  Alexander  Sleadows,  wo  gather  some  very 
important  facts.  These  statements  are  fully 
reliable,  as  the  gentlemen  named  were  members 
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of  the  first  party  that  settk>i.l  on  the  east  side 
of  the  Sauganion  river.  Jacob  Boyer  and 
James  Meadows,  wlio  were  brothers-in-law,  came 
to  Sugar  Grove  from  the  American  bottom,  near 
at.  Louis,  and  located  in  that  grove  in  the 
spring  of  1819.  They  liad  lived  one  or  two 
years  on  Wood  river,  in  the  American  bottom. 
a  few  miles  from  Alton.  Meadows  brought 
witli  him  a  wagon,  drawn  by  two  horses,  a 
yoke  of  yearling  steers,  which  had  been  broken 
to  work  when  sucking  calves,  and  some  thirty 
head  of  hogs,  Boyer  brought  three  h<irses,  two 
milk  cows  and  perliaps  a  yoke  of  oxen.  About 
the  same  day  that  Boyer  and  Meadows  came,  the 
Blane  family,  consisting  of  four  brothers,  one 
sister,  and  the  mother,  came  to  tlie  same  grove. 
This  family  was  of  Irish  blood,  and  it  was 
from  tliem  that  "Irish  Grove"  got  its  name. 
The  Blanes  brought  two  two-horse  teams  and  six 
or  seven  yoke  of  oxen.  Boyer  and  Jteadows 
erected  a  cabin  on  the  south  side  of  tlie  grove, 
which  was  occupied  by  Boyer,  and  Meadows  put 
up  a  "three-faced  camp"  on  the  ground  now 
occupied  by  the  Sugar  drove  cemetery.  Be- 
fore the  Blanes  settled  there  they  had  camped 
for  several  days  in  the  Grove,  and  it  was  this 
camping  that  gave  the  Grove  the  "Irish"  pre- 
fix, and  this  makes  it  probal}le  that  they  were 
camped  there  when  Clary  settled  in  Clary's 
Grove. 

The  Blanes  at  once  took  claims,  erected 
cabins  and  began  business  in  earnest.  These 
were  doubtless  the  first  setllers  on  the  east 
side  of  the  Sangamon  river.  Before  giving  an 
account  of  the  further  settlement  of  Sugar 
Grove,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  relate  an  inci- 
dent in  the  early  history  of  this  settlement, 
illustrating  the  fact  that  human  nature  is  ever 
the  same  and  that  even  in  this  early  day  men 
had  need  of  civil  courts.  It  will  l>e  neces- 
sary to  explain  that  although  the  trouble  be- 
gan when  but  few  families  liad  settletl  there, 
it  was  some  time  before  it  culminated  in  a 
suit  at  law,  as  there  were  no  courts  of  justice 
within  reach  till  some  time  later.  As  stated 
above.  Meadows  brought  two  horses,  thirty  head 
of  hogs,  and  two  yearling  calves  with  him  to  the 
grove.  Not  many  months  elapsed  until  both  of 
the  horses  were  missing  and  the  hogs  had  all 
etrayed  away  and  were  lost.    Not  a  great  while 


after  these  misfortunes,  one  of  lus  little  oxen 
was  found  dead  in  the  woods.  Diligent  search 
was  made  in  every  direction  for  the  missing 
stock,  as  they  could  not  be  replaced  witJiout 
great  trouble  and  expense,  owing  to  the  dis- 
tance from  any  older  settlement.  In  his  anxiety 
ilr.  ileadows  ajtplied  to  a  fortune-teller,  who 
strolled  through  the  new  settlement  practicing 
his  art,  as  the  ancient  troubadour  used  to  stroll 
from  village  to  village  to  rehearse  the  deeds  of 
his  heroes.  This  seer  told  Mr.  Meadows  that 
his  horses  were  in  the  possession  of  the  Indians 
and  that  he  would  rcc'over  them  after  awhile, 
thoiigh  but  one  at  a  time.  Sure  enough,  the 
horses,  were  found  in  the  hands  of  the  Indians, 
who  said  tliat  they  had  traded  for  them  from 
a  Frenchman.  The  horses  were  so  jaded  thai 
they  were  of  no  service  and  soon  after  died. 
The  hogs,  he  was  told,  had  gone  down  the 
Sangamon  river,  where  one-half  of  them  had 
been  eaten  by  a  "squatter"  and  the  rest  he  would 
recover.  Meadows  faithfully  followed  the  di- 
rections given,  found  the  cabin  of  the  suspected 
settler  but  found  none  of  the  hogs.  He,  how- 
ever, traded  for  a  frying-pan  from  the  worthy 
citizen,  the  one  that  he  supposed  his  hogs  had 
been  fried  in.  but  the  remainder  of  the  hogs 
were  found  as  had  been  ])redictcd.  The  for- 
tune-teller further  said  that  the  steer  had  come, 
to  its  death  at  tlie  hands  of  one  of  Mr.  Meadows' 
neighbors  in  the  following  manner:  The 
neighbor  was  making  rails  in  the  timber,  his 
coat  lying  on  a  log  near  by,  when  the  poor  calf 
came  browsing  along,  and  spying  the  coat,  con- 
e]ude<l  to  make  a  meal  of  it.  The  laborer  see- 
ing his  coat  about  to  be  swallowed  by  the  calf, 
ran  and  struck  the  brute  on  the  loins  with  hie 
maul,  and  the  blow  proved  sufficient  to  kill  it 
on  the  spot.  Although  this  was  only  the  state- 
ment of  a  superstitious  fortune-teller,  yet  it 
was  believed  strongly  enough  to  induce  ifeadows 
to  begin  a  suit  against  the  accused  party,  which 
was  in  the  courts  for  several  years,  cost  a  vast 
sum  of  money,  and  caused  a  feud  between  the 
two  famihes  which  lasted  to  the  third  or  fourth 
generation.  This  is  spoken  of  as  the  firet  law- 
suit of  any  importance  in  the  county,  and  also 
as  illustrating  a  superstitious  belief  in  fortune- 
tellers, which  at  that  time  was  almost  uni- 
versal. I 
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Xot  long  after  the  seltieiiieiit  of  liojer, 
ileadows  and  tlie  Blanes,  auotlier  faravan  of 
iiiiniigrants  came  to  the  Grove.  John  Jeimison, 
Mr.  Hill  and  William  ilcNabb,  his  wifu,  son 
and  danghter,  were  of  that  compauj.  James 
JIcNabb,  son  of  William  McNabh,  above  named, 
was  a  surveyor  and  taught  the  llrst  school  that 
was  ever  taught  in  the  Grove.  A  few  jeare 
later  he  was  drowned  in  the  Sangamon  river, 
whidi  stream  lie  was  trying  to  swim,  with  his 
compass  tied  on  his  head.  It  is  said  that  he 
had  been  drinking  or  he  would  not  have  made 
the  attempt.  A  few  months  after  the  arrival 
of  those  last  named,  others  came,  among  them 
Uoland  (Jrant  and  family,  Benjamin  Wilcox 
and  Ward  Benson.  About  the  same  time  a  Mr. 
i'entccost  came  from  Kentuckj^,  bringing  a 
family  of  four  sons  and  three  daughters.  He 
settled  near  the  j)resent  residence  of  Judge 
H.  II.  Marbold,  near  Greenview.  Cavanis,  for 
whom  Cavanis  c-reek  was  named,  also  came  from 
Kentucky,  about  this  time.  The  next  to  find 
their  way  to  this  Grove  was  a  company  from 
Dwr  Cn-ek,  Ohio,  composed  of  the  Alkires  and 
William  Engle,  all  of  whom  in  later  years  per- 
formed such  an  imj>ortant  jiart  in  the  develop- 
ment of  that  wealthy  portion  of  the  county. 
Xo  party  of  weary  travellers  ever  entered  a 
new  country  that  was  destined  to  e.^ert  a  strong- 
er influence  on  the  future  growth  and  prosper- 
ity of  a  community  than  this  little  hand. 
Leonard  Alkire  brought  considerable  means 
with  him  and  invested  it  largely  in  "clainis," 
which  he  entered  later  on.  He  purchased  the 
claims  of  Meadows.  Grant,  Wilco.v  and  the 
Blanofi,  which  marked  the  beginning  of  change 
among  the  settlers  of  this  grove.  Hill,  who 
was  spoken  of  aljove.  removed  to  St.  I/)uis; 
John  Jennison  farmeil  for  a  year  or  two  in  the 
Grove  and  then  removeil  to  Baker's  Prairie, 
three  miles  southeast  of  Petersburg.  Jfoadows 
movcil  to  the  lower  end  of  the  Grove,  where 
he  bought  the  claim  of  Pentecost.  McXahh  and 
Wilcox  also  n-moved  to  Baker's  Prairie,  where 
they  took  claime,  which  they  entered  as  soon 
as  the  land  <'ame  into  market.  There  they 
reared  families  and  many  of  their  descendants 
were  there  for  many  years,  hnt  almost  all  of 
them  are  now  gone.  Not  long  after  the  ar- 
rival of  .Mkire  and  Rngle,  Matthew  Bracken 


came  to  the  neighborhood,  bringing  a  large 
family  with  liim,  and  after  him  came  Nicholas 
Pro|Jst;  then  Wallace  and  William  Sweeney, 
Milton  Iteed.  and  Thomas  and  William  Cald- 
well. From  this  time  the  tide  of  immigration 
constantly  grew  deeper  and  wider,  pouring  in 
its  hosts  of  earnest,  industrious  and  enterpris- 
ing men  to  develop  this  most  highly  l'a\ored 
body  of  country,  and  well  did  they  perform 
their  task. 

While  the  soldeiuent  was  being  made  in  this 
locality,  the  other  jwrtions  of  the  county  were 
not  neglected.  It  is  a  remarkable  fact,  how- 
ever, that  no  settler  ventured  out  on  the  prairie 
for  a  number  of  years  hnt  the  groves  of  timber 
contained  settlement  and  each  became  the 
nucleus  for  a  community.  Of  the  more  im- 
portant of  tlie.-<c  more  will  \k  said  in  the  projier 
place.  It  may  lie  of  interest  to  the  reader  to 
know  that  the  first  marriage  in  the  county,  on 
the  east  side  of  the  river,  was  John  Jennison  to 
i'atsy  McNahh;  the  secon<l  was  Mr.  Ilennian 
to  ]{nsina  Blanc;  aiid  the  third  was  William 
Kngle  to  Melissa  Blaiie.  The  la.st  named 
couple  were  joined  in  wedlock  by  Harry  liiggin. 
J.  P.  The  first  death  on  the  east  side  of  the 
river  was  an  infant  son  of  Jacob  Boycr,  named 
Henderson.  The  second  death  wan  -Tacoh  Boy- 
cr; and  the  third  was  Jose]»h  Kinney,  who 
was  thrown  from  a  horse.  He  was  brought 
home  alive  but  soon  afterward  died.  Kinney 
was  buried  in  Sugar  Grove  cemetery,  and  soon 
after  an  elm  tree  came  up  out  of  the  grave, 
almost  from  its  center,  and  it  is  now  a  large, 
wide-sp rending  tree;  and  although  its  roots  and 
stem  have  obliterated  all  signs  of  a  grave  yet 
it  is  a  verdant  monument  to  the  memory  of 
Joseph  Kinney. 

The  first  schoolhouse  built  in  Sugar  Grove 
was  erected  in  1:^22  by  Meadows,  Boyer,  Wil- 
cox, McNahh  and  Grant.  It  was  about  six- 
teen feet  square  and  was  huilt  of  split  logs. 
This  house  was  furnished  on  a  par  with  all 
the  school  houses  in  the  early  settling  of  the 
country.  Covered  with  split  boards,  held  in 
place  by  weight-poles,  the  floor  of  puncheons, 
or  split  logs,  the  seats  of  half  of  a  split  log, 
with  four  legs,  saphngs,  driven  into  auger- 
holes  hon'd  into  the  round  side  of  the  log,  and 
the  window,  if  any,  was  a  log  cut  out  of  one 
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wide  of  the  wall.  'I'lio  writing  lUpI;  was  a 
puncheon  placed  on  pins  in  the  wall.  The  text- 
l)ooks  were  few  in  nunilior  find  the  teacher 
made  all  the  pens  used  out  of  goose  quills. 
The  books  used  were  the  New'  Testament  for  a 
reader,  with  now  and  then  a  copy  of  the  old 
English  Reader;  Pike's  or  Sinilev's  arithmetic, 
and  Murray's  or  Kirkham's  grammar.  The 
teacher  who  could  "work  through  the  single 
and  douhle  rule  of  three"  was  a  genius  whose 
services  were  always  in  demand.  (Wc  will  say 
for  the  enlightenment  of  our  school  girls  and 
lx)ys  that  the  single  and  double  rule  of  three 
meant  single  and  douhle  proportion.)  The 
l>ooks  named  above,  with  the  indispensable 
\\'ebster'8  spelling-book,  were  the  texts  that 
children  had  in  those  early  days.  Then  the 
schools  in  those  days  were  never  held  longer 
than  three  months,  in  mid-winter.  These 
schools  were  all  gotten  up  by  private  subscrip- 
tion, for  the  J'oung  people  must  hear  in  mind 
that  we  had  no  free  school  system  at  that  time. 
I  speak  of  these  things  particularly  that  the 
pre-sent  genei^ation  may  know  the  truth  con- 
cerning the  privations  that  their  parents  and 
grandparents  experienecd  in  preparing  the  in- 
heritance that  they  left  to  them.  I  speak  thus 
particularly  of  the  school  privileges  of  those 
early  times,  that  the  young  people  may  com- 
pare their  own  opportunities  with  those  of  their 
ancestors.  None  of  the  statements  concerning 
the  early  schools  and  the  helps  of  those  times 
are  exaggerated  in  the  least,  for  the  writer  at- 
tended such  a  school  and  used  part  of  the 
of  the  books  named  but  could  not  secure  all 
of  them.  If  your  parents  accomplished  what 
they  did  with  such  helps,  what  should  you  do 
with  your  opportunities? 

James  McNabb,  who  was  drowned  in  the 
Sangamon  river,  was  the  first  teacher  in  Sugar 
Grove;  he  was  followed  by  Daniel  SIcCall;  and 
he  by  one  Mr.  Templeman;  then  others  came, 
and  the  count  was  lost. 

The  first  preaching  in  Sugar  Grove  was  in 
the  cabin  of  Hoiand  (irant.  by  one  Elder  Hen- 
derson, a  preacher  of  the  "New  Light"  faith, 
as  it  was  then  termed.  The  Xew-Lights  and 
the  followers  of  Alexander  Campbell  afterward 
united,  forming  what  was  at  first  denominated 
"The  Church  of  the  Disciples,"  but  afterward 


clianged  to  "The  Church  of  Christ,"  sometimes 
called  Uampbellites.  Of  this  a  more  extended  ac- 
count will  be  given  under  the  head  of  Religious 
Denominations.  When  the  settlement  was  first 
begun  at  Sugar  Grove,  and  for  some  time  after, 
the  nearest  physician  was  in  Springfield,  then 
a  mere  village.  Dr.  Allen  of  that  place  was  the 
first  praelitioner  of  the  healing  art  that  was 
called  professionally  to  visit  the  community  at 
the  Grove.  Xot  a  very  great  while  elapsed, 
however,  till  Dr.  Winn  settled  near  Indian 
Point,  and  began  the  practice  of  the  profession. 
Having  thus  glam-cd  hastily  at  the  history 
of  the  eai'ly  settlement  of  Sugar  Grove,  we 
turn  now  to  other  localities  where  settlements 
were  made  in  an  early  day,  as  New  Salem, 
two  and  a  half  miles  from  Petersburg,  up  the 
Sangamon  river;  the  vicinity  of  Indian  Point: 
and  Concord,  three  miles  north  of  Petersburg. 
The  Indian  Point  settlement  includes  that  of 
Lebanon  and  Athens,  while  that  of  New  Sa- 
lem is  connected  with  Rock  Creek.  These,  with 
Clary's  and  Sugar  Grove,  before  mentione<i, 
were  the  most  important  of  the  early  centers 
of  civilization;  indeed  all  the  others  may  be 
regarded  as  off-shoots  of  these.  About  the  year 
1820  the  settlement  at  Indian  Point  began. 
The  Fiist  white  man  to  take  up  his  permanent 
abode  there  was  Robert  White,  who  settled  on 
the  farm  on  which  his  grandchildren,  John 
White  and  Mary  VanEmons  now  reside,  adjoin- 
ing the  ground  on  which  the  Lebanon  Cumlwr- 
land  Presbyterian  church  now  stands.  With  him 
came  James  Williams,  father  of  Colonel  John 
Williams,  late  of  Springfield.  Illinois,  and  fam- 
ily, consisting  of  two  sons  and  four  daughters. 
Archibald  Kincaid,  Jacob  Johnston  and  Dr. 
Charles  Winn  came  about  the  same  time,  with 
those  named  above,  and  soon  after  John  Moore 
also  settled  in  this  vicinity.  William  B.  Short 
was  also  one  of  the  early  settlers  here.  His 
son,  James  Short,  now  past  eighty  years  of 
age,  still  lives  on  the  farm  that  his  father  first 
located  on.  These  were  all  earnest,  intelligent, 
enterprising  people,  and  by  their  industry  and 
economy  laid  the  foundation  of  the  success  of 
that  community.  The  descendants  of  those 
named  above  niaki'  up  the  larger  part  of  the 
population  of  Indian  creek  at  the  present  time. 
Indeed  we  are  not  surprised  at  this  when  we 
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ri'rtci't  Ihal  these  ptfople  held  in  high  esteem 
and  regard  the  divine  Injunction  to  "multiply 
and  replenish  the  earth,"  as  is  proven  by  the 
fact  that  James  B.  Short  ventured  no  less  than 
live  times  into  the  bonds  of  matrimony.  But, 
seriously,  we  seldom  find  a  community  in  which 
so  many  enterprising,  industrious  and  success- 
ful men  are  associated  together ;  and  such  a 
large  per  cent  consistent,  Cliristian  men.  Most 
of  these  men  reared  large  families  und  tliey 
in  turn,  following  their  faHiers'  footsteps,  have 
built  up  a  community,  noted  far  and  near  for 
its  wealth,  refinement  and  morality. 

Ahont  the  year  1820  Joseph  Hniitli.  from 
Kentucky,  and  his  brother-in-law  William  Hol- 
land, from  Ohio,  came  and  settled  in  the  south 
wdc  of  the  Indian  Point  timber.  Matthew 
liogers,  of  New  York,  came  the  same  year 
and  loeatifl  (nie  mile  northeast  of  the  pres- 
ent site  of  the  town  of  Athens.  From  this 
time  on  the  stream  of  immigrants  became  so 
overflowing  that  nothing  reliable  can  be  giv- 
en with  regard  to  the  order  of  arrival.  Hav- 
ing thus  sketched  these  three  centers  of  early 
settlement — Clary's  flrove,  Sugar  Grove  and 
Indian  Point — we  will  now  turn  to  the  most 
important  locality,  so  far  as  early  settlement 
is  concerned,  in  the  county:  New  Salem. 
This  was  the  first  town  or  village  laid  out  in 
the  county.  At  a  point  some  two  and  a  half 
miles  above  Petersburg,  the  Sangamon  river 
washes  the  foot  of  a  high  hill  or  bluff  whose 
precipitous  sides  and  level  summit  were,  in 
an  early  day,  covered  with  a  thick  and  luxuri- 
ant growth  of  timber.  The  country  back  from 
the  crest  of  the  hill  is  almost  jierfeetly  level 
for  miles  to  the  west  and  formerly  the  timber 
grew  dense  and  heavy  for  tlie  distance  of  a 
mile  or  more.  From  this  point  the  prairie 
stretched  on  westward  in  unbroken  sameness 
for  several  miles.  At  a  distance  of  perhaps 
three  miles  up  the  Sangamon  the  little  stream 
— for  it  is  hardly  worthy  of  the  name  of  a 
creek — of  Bock  CR'ek  mingles  its  waters  with 
those  of  the  "St.  Game,"  as  the  Sangamon  was 
sometimes  called  by  the  early  settlers.  This 
little  stream,  rising  in  the  western  part  of  the 
county  and  flowing  almost  due  east  enters  the 
Sangamon  at  almost  a  right  angle.  Its  bor- 
<lers  on  either  side  were  formerly  covered    for 


a  distance  of  a  mile  or  more,  north  and  south, 
and  for  si.v  miles  east  and  west,  with  a  mag- 
nificent growth  of  timber.  The  land  north 
and  south  of  Bock  creek  is  neither  level  or 
hilly  but  is  gently  undulating  and  the  soil  is 
of  the  richest  and  most  productive  quality. 
Taken  altogetlier,  there  is  no  more  attractive 
or  more  productive  section  of  country  in  cen- 
tral Illinois  than  that  around  Bock  creek  and 
New  Salem.  Just  on  the  brow  of  the  impos- 
ing hhiff,  described  aimve,  was  located  the  vil- 
lage of  Salem.  This  locality,  though  not  so 
at  present,  will  in  time  become  almost  as  his- 
toric and  sacred  as  Mount  Ycrnon.  Although 
Nature  has  not  been  so  liberal  and  profuse 
in  the  gorgeonsuess  of  the  scenery  bestowed 
as  in  that  of  the  Old  Dominion,  nor  is  the 
quiet  Sangamon  to  be  compared  to  the  ma- 
jestic Potomac,  yet  in  many  respects  Salem  is 
as  sacred  to  the  lover  of  human  liberty  as 
Mount  \'ernoii  in  all  her  historic  glory.  Many 
a  visitor,  from  far  away,  si'oks  the  spot  where 
President  Lincoln  sjient  the  days  of  his  early 
manhood,  where  he  studied  law  and  states- 
craft,  wliere  he  wrestlol,  romped,  raced  and 
sported  with  the  young  men  of  his  age,  and 
where  those  principles  were  imbibed  and  ma- 
turwl,  which,  in  after  years,  made  him  the  idol 
of  a  great  nation  and  inscribed  his  name  on 
tablets  more  enduring  than  granite,  brass  or 
bronze— the  tablets  of  living,  throbbing,  lov- 
ing, human  hearts.  Standing  on  the  hlufl!. 
near  the  site  of  the  store  where  Lincoln  served 
as  clerk,  you  may  gaz(;  on  the  Sangamon  river 
far  below  you.  which  in  the  sunshine  looks 
like  a  ribbon  of  silver,  as  it  meanders  through 
the  timlwr  or  among  the  hills;  or  you  may 
turn  and  view  the  hills  and  groves  where  in 
years  long,  long  agone,  he  wandered  with  Anna 
Butlodge  by  his  side  and  told  her  the  story 
of  his  love  and  the  devotion  of  his  "great  big" 
heart.  Could  these  inanimate  things  have 
tongues,  what  stories  they  might  tell !  As  you 
stand  on  the  hillside,  you  look  down  upon 
the  river's  bank  where  once  the  old  watermill 
stood.  Nothing  is  there  to  remind  you  that 
it  ever  existed  save  a  part  of  the  broken  wall 
of  the  old  foundation  of  the  mill,  and  farther 
down  some  rotting  timbers,  half  concealed  in 
the  bank,  mark  the  location  of  the  dam,  over 
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Tvliieh  the  mad  waters  were  wont  to  pour,  and 
you  almost  imagine  that  you  hear,  above  the 
roar  of  the  waters,  the  shouts  of  the  Clary's 
Grove  boys  as  they  and  "honest  Abe"  engage 
ill  some  rude  sport. 

Not  a  vestige  is  left  of  the  once  prosperous 
village  of  New  Salem  to  tell  where  once  it 
stood.  The  mill  is  long  since  gone;  nothing 
remains  of  the  dam,  save  a  few  blackened  tim- 
bers, half  buried  in  the  soil;  and  where  the 
houses  once  stood  and  the  streets  ran,  brush 
and  briers  grow  in  wild  tangles.  Not  a  single 
location  is  jminted  out,  except  the  depression 
where  the  store,  in  which  Lincoln  sold  goods, 
once  stoodj  and  out  of  this  old  cellar  two  trees 
have  grown — nature's  monuments,  rebuking  the 
ingratitude  of  man.  Not  a  sign  of  human  life 
or  labor  is  to  be  seen  in  half  a  mile. 

Settlements  had  been  made  in  this  neigli- 
borhood  several  years  before  the  laying  out  of 
Salem.  Green  bad  settled  southwest  of  there, 
while  Armstrong,  Potter,  Jones,  and  othei-s  bad 
located  not  far  away,  with  Lloyd  and  others 
farther  up  the  Rock  creek  timber.  Somewlicre, 
about  18'ii  to  1826,  John  Cameron  and  James 
Eutledge  erected  a  rude  and  primitive  mil! 
near  the  site,  or  perhaps  on  the  very  spot,  where 
the  later  structure  stood.  A  brush  and  stone 
(lam  was  constructed  across  the  river,  a  breast- 
wheel  was  put  in  and  a  pair  of  home-made 
buhra  were  set  to  grinding  corn  for  the  hun- 
gry settlers.  Notwithstanding  the  extreme  sim- 
plicity of  this  mill,  it  was  indeed  a  "big  thing" 
in  that  early  day,  for  mills  were  so  scarce  that 
p(.i>ple  came  from  a  distance  of  fifty  and  even 
a  hundred  miles  in  every  direction  to  have  their 
grain  ground  in  this  mill.  Such  was  the  pat- 
ronage given  this  enterprise,  that  the  propri- 
etors decided  to  lay  out  a  town  adjoining  the 
mill  property.  Accordingly  the  surveyor,  Reu- 
ben Harrison,  was  employed  and  on  the  13th 
day  of  October,  1820,  the  town  of  Salem  was 
duly  and  legally  laid  out.     (See  plat.) 

The  first  improvements  in  the  town  were 
made  by  the  pro|5rietors,  John  Cameron  and 
James  Rutledge.  Each  of  them  began  "inter- 
nal improvements"  by  building  an  up-to-date 
log  cabin.  The  third  building  erected  was  a 
ston'room  which,  when  completed,  was  occupied 
hv  Samuel  Hill  and  John  McNamar.     These 


were,  perhaps,  the  first  miTcbants  in  the  coun- 
ty, except  Harry  Eiggin  and  A.  A.  Rankin  of 
Athens.  At  the  time  that  Salem  was  laid  out 
there  had  never  been  a  postoffice  in  the  limits 
of  what  is  now  Menard  county,  the  people  get- 
ting what  little  mail  they  received  from  Spring- 
field, then  a  mere  village.  A  postoffice  was 
at  once  established  in  Salem  and  Colonel  Rog- 
ers was  appointed  the  first  postmaster.  His 
duties,  however,  were  not  very  arduous  as  news- 
papers were  then  scarcely  known  in  the  west, 
or  in  the  cast  for  that  matter,  and  but  few 
persons  received  letters.  The  youth  of  to-day 
can  scarcely  imagine  how  people  lived  in  those 
days.  To  illustrate  this  postal  system  it  may 
he  stated  that  while  Illinois  County  was  under 
the  government  of  the  state  of  Virginia,  Colonel 
John  Todd  was  appointed  lieutenant  command- 
ant of  said  county,  with  instructions  to  report 
to  Governor  Patrick  Henrj',  of  Virginia,  every 
month,  and  although  Todd  lived  in  Kentucky 
yet  his  rejwrts  were  often  a  month  in  reaching 
Governor  Henry. 

Hill  and  McNamar  were  followed  in  the  mer- 
cantile business  hy  George  Warburton,  who  soon 
became  addicted  to  hard  drink  and  ended  a 
wretched  existence  by  suicide,  throwing  himself 
in  the  Sangamon  river.  Warburton  was  a 
shrewd  business  man,  well  educated,  and  of 
a  genial,  friendly  turn,  so  much  so  that  he 
had  but  one  enemy,  and  that  was  "John  Barley- 
corn." He  was  succeeded  in  the  store  by  two 
brothers  from  Virginia,  by  the  name  of-Chris- 
mau,  but  they  remained  only  a  short  lime, 
following  the  'Vtar  of  empire"  toward  the  west. 
About  this  time  W.  G.  Greene,  from  Kentucky, 
and  Dr.  John  Allen  and  his  brother,  both  from 
the  Green  Mountain  state,  came  to  Salem.  Dr. 
Allen  was  a  thorough  Christian  gentleman,  and 
stood  very  high  in  the  medical  profession.  It 
was  through  the  influence  of  Dr.  Allen  that 
the  first  Sunday-school,  and  the  first  tt'mper- 
ance  societies  were  organized  in  the  county. 
The  meetings  of  both  of  these  were  held  in  a 
log  cabin  tliat  stood  across  the  ravine  that  runs 
just  south  of  Salem.  Dr.  .\llen's  brother  soon 
tired  of  Salem  and  removed  to  Minnesota, 
where  he  became  very  wealthy  and  doubtless 
long  ago  has  gone  to  his  final  home.  The  doc- 
tor remained  in  Salem  till  it  began  to  go  into 
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decliiit;  and  tlion  removed  to  Petersburg,  where 
he  successfully  followed  his  profession  for  many 
years,  but  more  than  forty  years  ago  he  re- 
moved where  physicians  are  not  in  demand. 

In  the  spring  of  1831  Abraham  Lincoln  was 
on  his  way  to  Xew  Orleans  with  a  flatboat  load- 
ed with  pork,  lard,  beeswax,  etc.,  when  the 
boat  caught  on  the  liialeui  mlU-daiu.  It  was 
here  tJiat  the  future  president  performed  the 
wonderful  feat  of  raising  the  sunken  boat, 
by  boring  an  auger  hole  in  the  bottom,  thus 
letting  the  water  out.  (This  is  an  actual  fact.) 
Jlr.  Lincoln  was  very  iiiueh  pleased  with  the 
country  and  probably  with  the  people  about 
Salem,  so  in  the  summer  or  fall  of  that  same 
year,  on  his  return  from  New  Orleans,  he 
sloppe<l  at  Saleui  and  that  jjlacc  became  his 
home  for  a  number  of  years.  It  is  needless 
for  IIS  to  enter  into  the  story  of  his  life  and 
e.vperienees  here;  already  the  world  knows  it 
by  heart.  It  was  here  on  this  now  lonely  hill 
that  he  siwrted  with  tlie  boys  of  the  vicinity; 
it  was  hero  that  he  read  and  pondered  over 
the  dry  and  musty  pages  of  Blackstone;  and 
perhaps  it  was  here  that  those  conceptions  of 
human  liberty  and  human  rights  were  con- 
ceived, cultivated,  matured  and  made  a  part 
of  his  great  soul.  It  was  here  too.  that  that 
other  event  occurred,  which,  it  may  be,  influ- 
enced his  whole  after  life;  his  first  love  epl- 
sotle.  It  was  sometime  near  the  time  of  the 
Black  Hawk  war  that  Jlr.  Lincoln  was  first 
pierced  by  tlie  darts  of  the  cruel  little  blind 
god,  Cupid.  The  "lieautiful  Anna  Kutledge," 
as  she  was  called,  was  just  then  ripening  into 
a  lovely  and  perfect  womanhood  and  Lincoln 
felt  the  force,  as  Lytton  says,  of  "the  revolution 
that  turns  all  topsy-tur\'y— the  revolution  of 
love."     It  has  been  truthfully  said  that: 

"Love,  like  death. 
Levels  all  ranks,  and  lays  the  she])herd's  crook 
Beside  the  sceptre." 

From  the  few  old  citizens  who  could  remember 
these  events  distinctly  and  especially  from  old 
".Vunt  Jane  Berry,''  a  younger  sister  of  Anna 
Rutlinlge.  I  learned  many  facts  concerning  this 
event  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Lincoln  that  are  inter- 
p?ting  in  themselves  and  go  to  establish  the 
truth  of  the  alTeetiou  iM-tween  him  and  Miss 
Rutledge  but  not  of  guflicient   importance   to 


be  repeate<l  liero;  suffice  it  to  say  that  there 
is  no  doubt  that  if  she  had  lived  his  domestic 
history  would  have  been  different  from  what 
it  was. 

Anna  Rutledge  was  not  a  beauty  in  the 
modern  sense  of  that  word  for  brought  up  in 
this  rural  district  and  in  total  ignorance  of 
the  conventional  follies  of  fashionable  life,  ac- 
customed from  early  childhood  to  out-door  ex- 
ercise, and  the  rough,  wild  pastimes  of  the 
day  in  which  she  lived,  she  was  stamped  with 
a  beauty  entirely  free  from  art  and  human 
skill — a  beauty  all  the  result  of  Nature's  handi- 
work. That  the  young  clerk  was  captivated  is 
not  surprising.  It  is  not  our  purpose  to  in- 
vade those  hallowed  precincts  by  describing 
their  many  strolls  along  the  margin  of  the 
river,  or  over  the  rugged  bluffs  in  the  vicinity 
of  Salem.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  his  affection 
was  fully  reciprocated  and  the  two  were  doubt- 
less pledged  in  the  indissoluble  bonds  of  mutual 
love,  but  in  1835  disease  laid  its  cruel  hand  on 
the  young  girl  and  in  spite  of  the  love  of 
friends  and  the  skill  of  the  ablest  physicians, 
on  the  25th  of  August,  1835.  death  came  to 
licr  relief,  and  as  Mr.  Hcrndon  has  said:  "The 
heart  of  Lincoln  was  buried  in  the  grave  of 
.\nna  Rutledge."  Be  this  literally  true  or  not, 
one  thing  is  sure,  from  that  time  a  dark  sha- 
dow seemed  to  hang  over  him,  from  which  he 
never  Sienied  to  emerge.  It  is  said  by  those 
having  the  means  of  knowing,  that  even  after 
this,  whenever  opportunity  afforded,  Lincoln 
would  wander  alone  to  the  little  hillock  raised 
above  her  ashes,  and  sit  for  Imurs  pondering 
in  sadness,  doubtless  thinking  over  the  happy 
hours  spent  with  her  at  Salem.  Notwithstand- 
ing his  tall,  ungainly  form,  and  the  abundance 
of  his  ever-ready  humor,  there  was  hidden  in 
his  breast  a  heart  as  tender  and  full  of  sym- 
pathy as  a  woman's — a  heart  touched  by  every 
tale  of  sorrow  and  full  to  overflowing  with  the 
milk  of  human  kindness.  Anna  Rutledge  was 
buried  at  Concord,  thn-e  miles  north  of  Peters- 
burg, and  her  remains  rested  tliere  during  all 
the  exciting  days  of-  Mr.  Lincoln's  political 
career,  and  through  the  dark  and  bloody  times 
of  the  Civil  war;  and  after  he  had  slept  for 
years  under  the  monument  at  Springfield,  Sam- 
uel Jlontgomery,  of  Petersburg,  removed   her 
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reinaiBS  to  Oakland  cemetery,  and  there  they 
quietly  rest  with  only  a  granite  boulder,  one 
of  the  trans}K)rted  relics  of  the  glacial  period, 
marking  her  grave  with  the  simple  words,  cut 
deep  into  the  solid  atone,  '"Anna  Hutledge." 


EARLY  EXPERIKXC'ES. 
Tlie  hoys  and  girl?  of  to-d»y  can  form  no 
oonteptioii  of  the  inconvunionees  anil  hardships 
of  the  pioneers  of  Illinois,  nor  do  any  of  us 
set  a  pro]»er  estimate  on  the  worth  of  tlie  men 
and  women  who  wrought  out  for  us  the  grand 
inheritance  tliat  we  now  enjoy.  I  feel  safe 
in  saying  that  no  grander  tyj>e  of  men  and 
women  ever  lived  tiian  those  who  opened  uj) 
the  west  for  iiettlenient.  They  were  not  gen- 
erally educated  in  hooks — many  of  them  iieing 
unable  to  read  or  write — yet  they  were  edu- 
cated in  that  higher  and  grander  sense  that  a 
knowledge  of  Imoks  will  never  enable  one  to  at- 
tain. In  rugged  Nature'!-  school  they  learned 
not  the  follies  and  frailties  and  viees  of  so- 
called  fashionable  society,  but  tliey  learned  the 
more  sublime  lessons  of  justice,  mercy  and 
love.  In  no  ]ieriod  of  human  history  were  men 
mon'  just  to  their  fellowmen,  nor  was  there 
ever  a  time  when  profesping  Christian  men 
were  more  true  to  the  profession  they  had 
made.  Men  were  religious  then,  not  "for  rev- 
enue only,"  but  from  principle.  Ministers 
preached  not  for  the  money  there  was  in  it. 
but  for  the  glory  of  (Jod  and  from  a  sense  of 
duty  and  for  the  good  of  their  fellowman. 
"The  groves  were  (lod's  first  temples."  and 
from  them  arose  the  incense  of  true  devotion, 
and  it  was  returned  in  the  power  of  thi>  Holy 
Spirit.  Men  rode  circuits  of  hniidreds  of  niiles, 
preaching  in  the  settlers'  rude  cabins  or  in  the 
groves,  slept  upon  pallets  and  lived  upon  the 
homely  faro  of  the  hospitable  early  settler  and 
received  no  salary  whatever.  At  first  the 
houses  had  no  floors,  except  the  dirt,  tramped 
hard  by  many  feet;  the  logs  were  cut  out  in 
one  end  of  the  cabin  for  a  fircjilace,  with  a 
chimney  built  of  sticks  and  plastered  over  with 
mud — called  "cat-and-day" — was  the  means 
for  keeping  the  home  warm.  Cooking  stoves 
were  unknown  for  many  long  years.   The  young 


people  of  to-day  will  wonder  how  the  cooking 
was  done.  Meals  to  temjit  the  a]i])etite  of  the 
epicure  were  cooked  in  those  days.  Most  house- 
wives were  equip]»ed  with  a  coffee-pot,  a  frying- 
pan  and  a  "flat  oven,"  and  with  these  the 
culinary  work  was  done.  And  such  meals  as 
were  cooked  upon  these  three  simple  implements 
ai-e  unknown  at  the  present  day.  The  coffee- 
pot, steaming  on  a  bed  of  livid  coals  on  the 
hearth,  the  flat-oven,  mireil  down  in  coals,  the 
frying-pan,  held  over  the  blazing  '"fore-stick," 
produced  the  corn-dodger,  the  fried  bam  (from 
bogs  fattened  on  the  mast)  hissing  in  the  pan 
and  the  coffw,  with  all  its  rich  aroma  retained, 
and  made  a  meal  that  a  king  might  desire. 
There  is  no  question  that  the  victuals  cooked 
in  this  way  and  on  these  primitive  utensils  had 
a  richer  flavor  than  any  of  the  products  of 
the  present  time,  but  in  the  early  days  it  was 
a  serious  matter  to  keep  the  family  supplied 
with  bread-stuff.  When  Jfenard  county  was 
first  settled  the  settlers  were  obliged  to  go  to 
Edwardsville,  in  Madison  county,  for  meal  or 
flour,  or  make  some  other  shift,  and  as  no 
wheat  was  raised  at  first,  eornmeal  was  the 
staple.  In  the  late  summer  and  early  fall  they 
had  recourse  to  the  "gritter,"  as  the  grater  was 
universally  called.  Every  tin  vessel  was  care- 
fully preserved  and  ripjicd  up  to  make  this 
essential  article  of  domestic  use.  This  piece 
of  tin  was  punched  full  of  holes,  bent  into  the 
form  of  a  gutter  and  nailed  to  a  board,  with 
■  the  rough  side  out,  and  the  ears  of  corn,  just 
after  hardening  from  the  roasting-ear  state,  or 
at  other  times,  after  broiling  the  corn  on  the 
cob  till  sufficiently  soft,  the  corn  was  grated 
off  in  the  form  of  meal  by  rubbing  the  ear  up 
and  down  on  the  "gritter."  And  this  was  no 
play,  as  the  writer  can  aver  from  sad  experi- 
ence. It  was  a  daily  job,  which  gave  notice  to 
all  in  the  immediate  vicinity  by  its  "grating_" 
sound,  that  bread  was  on  the  way.  And  our 
mothers  knew  just  how  to  make  this  bread ;  and 
better  or  more  healthful  bread  was  never  eaten 
by  man.  But  in  this  case  man  did,  indeed* 
"eat  his  bread  by  the  sweat  of  his  brow."  The 
writer  well  Temoinbers,  when  a  little  boy,  hear- 
ing an  old  man  from  Tennessee,  who  had  spent 
many  days  digging  ginsane.  say  that  he  hoped 
the  time  would  soon  come  when  he  would  never, 
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more  liear  "tlif.'  sound  of  a  grittur,  or  tlie  twang 
of  a  eang-hoe,"  By  and  by  water  mills  were 
built  on  the  streams,  and  these  furnished  corn- 
meal  for  the  people,  but  it  was  a  number  of 
years  before  wheat  was  ground  and  flonr  was 
bolted  in  these  mills.  And  this  brings  to  mind 
a  story  told  to  the  writer  by  Benjamin  F.  Ir- 
win, of  Pleasant  Plains,  more  than  thirty  years 
ago,  and  it  was  written  down  in  a  diary  at  the 
time.  Mr.  Irwin  said  the  story  was  told  to  him 
by  the  Rev.  John  M.  Berry,  the  pioneer  Cum- 
berland Presbyterian  preacher  of  this  part  of 
Illinois,  and  he  vouched  for  the  literal  truth  of 
the  entire  narrative.  Jlr.  Berry  wonld  not  give 
the  names,  but  he  knew  the  t>tory  was  true. 
A  party  owned  and  operated  a  flouring  mill  on 
one  of  the  streams  in  this  vicinity.  He  was 
a  devout  Christian  man,  honest  and  benevolent 
in  all  his  relations  to  his  fellowmen.  For 
some  time  he  thought  that  some  one  was  taking 
small  amounts  of  flour  from  the  chest  almost 
every  week.  Being  convinced  of  the  fact,  he 
determined  to  watch  and  see  if  he  eo.ild  not 
trap  the  intruder.  So  one  night  he  coneealed 
himself  under  the  bolting-chest  and  pa-tiently 
awaited  developments.  Sure  enough,  it  was 
not  long  till  a  man  entered  the  mill  and  walked 
hesitatingly  to  tiie  chest.  A  moment's  pause 
and  the  intruder  Wnwlcd  down  beside  the  flour 
chest  and  in  a  low.  but  earnest,  voice  began 
to  pray.  Astonished  beyond  measure  at  such 
seemingly  contradictory  conduct,  the  nn'llor  pa- 
tiently listened  to  the  prayer.  In  low  and 
trembling  tones  he  begged  the  Lord  to  forgive 
him  for  what  he  was  about  to  do.  He  told  the 
Almighty  how  he  had  tried  to  get  work — how 
his  wife  and  little  ones  were  hungering  for 
bread.  His  pleading  prayer  fininhod,  he  arose, 
and  taking  a  small  amount  of  flour  in  a  i^ack 
which  he  carried,  he  started  to  leave  the  mill, 
but  when  he  reached  the  door  the  miller  called 
him  by  name,  for  he  had  recognized  him  from 
the  first,  and  started  toward  him.  The  in- 
truder made  no  effort  to  escape,  as  a  real  thief 
would  have  done,  but  turned  and  faced  the 
miller.  He  told  the  miller  the  conditions  at  his 
home  and  also  said  that  he  had  taken  small 
amounts  of  flour  l>eforc.  The  miller  made  him 
go  to  the  chest  and  fill  his  sack,  and  after  some 
conversation  they  separated  and  each  went  to 


his  home.  These  men  had  been  intimate 
friends  before  this  occurrence,  each  having  con- 
fidence in  the  honesty  and  integrity  of  the 
other;  nor  did  this  break  their  friendship,  but 
rather  cemented  it.  The  intruder  and  the  mil- 
ler continued  to  live  in  that  neighborhood  for 
many  years:  the  former,  through  industry  and 
economy,  prospered  in  wordly  things  and  was 
respected  and  honored  by  all  who  knew  him 
as  an  honest  Christian  citizen,  nor  did  the 
miller  ever  di«'lose  his  visitor's  name,  and  the 
])arties  to  the  occurrence  were  never  named. 

The  people  were  far  more  sociable  in  those 
days  than  they  are  at  the  present  time.  They 
were  entirely  satisfied  if  they  could  secure  suf- 
ficient food  and  he  comfortably  clothed  in  tlieir 
simple  homespun  attire.  Then  the  object  was 
to  live  and  enjoy  the  blessings  of  life;  now  the 
aim  is  to  get  rich  and  live  a  selfish,  unsocial 
life.  Often  one  neighbor  would  hitch  up  his 
yoke  of  steers  to  the  lumbering  farm  wagon-^if 
he  had  one;  if  not,  a  sled  would  do,  even  in  the 
summer — put  in  some  home-made,  split-bottom 
chairs  for  the  older  women,  crowd  in  the  whole 
family  and  drive  several  miles  to  stay  all  night 
and  have  a  good  time.  Then  the  hostess,  be- 
side the  coi'ubread  and  the  savory  bacon,  would 
bring  out  the  crab-apple  preserves  (made  with 
honey)  and  the  pnmpkin  pies,  and  they  would 
feast  like  lords.  Perhaps  there  was  but  one 
room,  which  sen-cd  as  kitchen,  dining-room, 
parlor  and  l)ed-chaniber,  hut  when  bed  time 
came  the  good  housewife,  not  in  the  least  con- 
fused, proceeded  to  pre])are  for  the  comfortable 
rest  of  all.  "Pallets"  were  made  on  the  floor 
of  (juilts  and  buffalo  robes  and  bear  skins,  and 
soon  the  floor  was  almost  conipletelv  covered 
with  a  mass  of  humanity,  sleeping  as  sweetly  as 
if  on  beds  of  down.  This  picture  is  not  in  the 
least  ovor-drawn.  for  such  scenes  were  of  con- 
stant occurrence,  nor  should  anyone  infer  from 
this  that  there  was  any  want  of  refinement  on 
the  part  of  the  people,  for  purer  society  never 
existed  anywhere  than  among  the  pioneere  of 
this  whole  country. 


EARLY  TRIALS. 

The  early  settlers  of  Illinois^and  Menard 

county  as  much  as  any  otiier  part^were  sub- 
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jected  to  an  untold  variety  of  trials  and  in- 
conveniences. Xot  only  the  la!)or  connected 
with  opening  farms,  eiearing  forests,  erecting 
dwellings,  buildiog  bridges  and  highways,  but 
a  great  variety  of  other  annoyniiecs  were  mot 
on  every  hand.  Wc  spoke  in  another  ])laee  of 
the  trouble  in  very  early  times  of  securing  meal 
and  flour  aud  of  the  ever  annoying  "gritter," 
as  well  as  the  want  of  iin[)lements  and  machin- 
ery with  which  to  cultivate  the  soil ;  the  wooden 
niolo-l>onrd  plow,  the  sickle,  and  later  the 
scythe  and  cradle,  with  which  the  harvests  were 
reaped,  and  the  tlail  for  beating  out  the  grain, 
and  later  the  more  expeditions  and  more  seien- 
tific  method  of  tramping  it  out  with  horses; 
and  then,  last  but  not  least,  the  interesting 
means  by  which  the  grain  was  separated  from 
the  chaff.  Two  stout  men  would  catch  a  com- 
mon bed-sheet  by  the  corners  and  while  a  third 
poured  the  grain,  chaft  and  all  from  an  elevated 
position,  the  winnowers  would  fan  out  the  chaflE 
with  the  sheet.  After  going  over  it  three  or 
four  times  in  this  way,  the  grain  would  be  fairly 
well  separated  from  the  chaff.  The  making  of 
clothing— spoken  of  more  at  length  in  another 
place — was  an  annoying  but  essential  part  of 
the  houseliold  duties.  In  very  early  times  in 
ilenard  county  otton  was  raised  tri  c!)!i;-:der- 
ahlc  extent,  while  flax  was  also  cultivated,  and 
every  family  raised  sheep  as  extensively  tis  the 
wolves  would  permit.  All  of  these  articles 
were  carded  by  hand  by  the  women  of  the  fam- 
ily. The  flax  was  grown  in  the  fields,  pulled 
by  hand,  watered,  broken,  skutched  and  then 
spun  on  the  little  wheel.  The  writer  remem- 
bers distinctly  to-day  that  when  he  awoke  in 
the  trundle  bed,  in  the  late  hours  of  the  night, 
he  would  often  hear  the  swish  of  the  cards  as 
his  widowed  motiier,  ])rompted  by  maternal 
love,  would  ply  those  cards— often  till  the  hour 
of  midnight- — in  order  to  clothe  iier  fatherless 
children.  Ah,  little  do  we  realize  the  price 
our  parents  paid  for  the  priceless  heritage  that 
we  enjoy.  We  will  never  know  the  privation, 
sacrifice,  anxiety  and  toil  that  they  endured  in 
order  that  we  might  be  what  we  are.  We  boast 
of  what  we  have  done  in  the  growth  and  devel- 
opment of  this  country,  forgetting  what  our 
mothers  and  grandmothers  in  their  home-spun 
attire  and  loving  simplicity,  accomplished  in  the 


way  of  making  our  success  possible.  We  are 
sometimes  almost  ashamed  at  the  thought  of 
the  want  of  refinement  and  rough  exterior  of 
our  fathers,  forgetting  that  it  was  their  fore- 
sight and  nigged  jiliilosophy  that  laid  the  solid 
foundation,  dee|>  down  on  the  solid  bed-rock, 
of  all  that  we  are  and  hope  to  be,  materially, 
morally  and  intellectually.  They  it  was  who 
made  possible  all  that  we  are  and  al!  that  we 
expect  to  be.  One  very  prolifie  source  of  trou- 
ble and  difficulty  to  the  early  pioneers  was  the 
pH'valcnci'  of  disease  of  certain  tyiws  that  pre- 
vailed in  early  times.  I  will  name  but  two  of, 
these:  bilious  and  malarial  fevers,  the  latter 
taking  the  form  of  ague,  as  it  was  commonly 
called,  or  chills  and  fever.  Some  called  this 
dread  disease  the  "shakes."  There  was  a  vast 
amount  of  decaying  vegetation,  especially  in 
tiie  fall  of  the  year,  and  the  vast  areas  of  un- 
drained  swamps  and  lagoons  that  bred  a  mias- 
matic poison  which  filled  the  air  with  its  poison- 
ous breath.  True,  if  was  not  so  often  fatal, 
but  it  was  a  living  death- — a  long  drawn-out 
agony  that  left  just  enough  of  life  to  realize 
the  bitterness  of  disease.  One  of  the  most  ter- 
rible features  of  it  was  its  universal  prevalence 
at  some  seasons  of  the  year.  UTiole  families 
would  be  down,  so  that  one  was  not  able  to 
give  another  a  drink  of  water,  and  entire  com- 
luuuities  would  be  in  this  condition  for  weeks, 
if  not  months,  at  a  time.  After  it  had  preyed 
ii|)on  its  subject  for  a  time,  the  liver  would  be- 
come enlarged,  the  abdomen  would  assume  un- 
wonted dimensions,  the  whole  person  woidd 
became  bloated  and  a  sickly  sallow  would  per- 
vade all  the  saddened  features.  In  many  cases, 
in  seeming  mockery,  it  would  assume  the  form 
of  "the  every -other-day  ager,"  or  the  "'third  day 
rtger,"  and  return  at  its  appointed  time,  as  un- 
erringly as  the  planets  in  their  course.  At  the 
apjjointed  minute  tiie  premonitory  pains  would 
begin  to  shoot  up  the  back,  the  sallow  victim 
would  then  begin  to  gape  and  yawn  and  the 
rigors  of  the  polar  zones  would  seize  his  frame 
and  then  for  from  one  to  two  hours  the  demon 
of  malaria  would  seem  to  strive  to  shake  each 
separate  joint  apart.  Then  came  the  raging 
fever,  the  torturing  headache  and  at  last  the 
ilisgusting  sweat,  as  the  sufferer  reached  once 
more,  the  temperate  zone,  between   the  Imrrid 
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ox|KTieu('cs  that  lie  luul  just  passed  through. 
Thon  the  "well  (lay"  eanic,  with  its  ravenous, 
unnatural  apjietite,  (U'Tiiamling  all  that  ruason 
or  L-ominon  sonst'  would  forbid.  At  first,  Ijcfore 
the  physician  eanie  with  his  pill-bags,  the  retn- 
cdius  were  "yarbs  and  tons,"  prt'scribed  liy  every 
one,  but  later  on  same  "Sappington's  Pills, 
Fowler's  Solution  and  Quinine."  No  mortal 
man,  who  never  had  "the  ebills,"  can  form  any 
Just  eoneeption  of  its  agony.  Not  siek  enough 
to  Im?  alnHl  but  a  few  hours  at  a  time,  yet  filled 
with  agony.  <-ompared  to  which  heing  confined 
to  bed  would  be  a  sohiee  and  relief.  Sonic 
|»()etaster,  who  knew  the  agony  of  the  "ager," 
has  parodied  "Poe's  Hiiven"  as  f(dlows: 

And  to-day,  the  swallows  flitting 
Kound  my  cabin,  see  me  sitting 
Moodily  within  the  sunshine, 
Just  inside  my  silent  door, 
Waiting  for  the  "ager."  seeming 
Like  a  man  forever  dreaming; 
And  the  sunliglit  on  me  streaming 
ThroHs  no  shadow  on  the  floor ; 
For  I  am  too  tbin  and  sallow 
To  make  shadows  on  the  floor — 
Xary  shadow  any  more. 
But  as  the  prairies  were  broken,  the   ponds 
drained  and  the  amount  of  stoek  inereast^l  to 
eat   out   the   vegetation,   the  ague   diminished 
until  at  last  it  left,  to  return  no  more,  we  trust 
forever. 


TTIK  DEKI'  SNOW. 

One  of  the  most  eons]ueuous  chronological 
landmarks  in  the  history  of  Menard  county,  and 
of  all  central  Illinois  for  that  nialter,  is  the 
"Winter  of  the  Keep  Snow."  Old  settlers,  in 
flying  remote  dates,  use  this  as  the  average 
mother  uses  the  birth  of  her  children;  she  -says. 
"It  was  the  spring  that  John  was  l)orn,"  and 
the  old  settler  says,  "It  was  Just  after  the  dec'p 
snow."  At  the  old  settlers'  annual  meetings 
they  have  badges  that  are  worn  by  all  who  wore 
here  before  1S;10,  which  are  inserilied  "Snow 
Bird."  In  the  year  18.10  it  rained  for  several 
days  in  succession  just  before  Christmas,  and 
on  Christmas  day,  as  some  say,  and  the  day 
after,  as  others  |mt  it,  it  began  to  snow.  The 
snow  fell  so  rapidly  that  in  a  few  hours  there 


was  a  depth  of  si.>i  inelie.s  on  the  ground,  but 
it  did  not  cease  to  fall  with  tliis,  hut  continued 
to  fall  till  at  the  very  least  three  feet  had 
fallen.  Some  claim  that  there  was  more  than 
this,  not  a  few  placing  it  at  four  feet,  hut  the 
most  conservative  estimale  it  at  three  feet  on  a 
level  all  over  the  country.  After  this  snow  had 
fallen  there  canu'  a  rain  and  this,  freezing  on 
the  snow,  formed  a  crust  that  would  bear  the 
weiglit  of  a  man.  .\fter  this  other  snow  fell, 
adiiing  to  the  depth.  President  Sturtevant,  of 
Illinois  College,  who  was  here  at  the  time,  says 
that  as  so(m  as  the  snow  had  fallen  it  turned 
very  cold  and  that  for  two  weeks  the  mercury 
ne\er  losi-  higher  than  twelve  degrees  below 
Kero.  The  ground  was  entirely  covered  from 
that  time  lill  the  latter  part  of  March.  The 
settlers  would  break  roads  with  o.x-teams,  but 
the  snow  would  blow  in  and  again  they  had  to 
he  broken.  This  process  packed  the  snow  in 
the  roads  till  it  formed  a  veritable  ridge,  and 
these  ridges  remained  after  the  snow  elsewhere 
was  all  gone.  The  writer  beard  one  old  pioneer 
say  tliat  these  ridges  remained  and  after  the 
snow  was  gone  from  the  jirairies  tiiey  looked 
like  silver  threads  winding  across  the  country. 
The  snow  was  so  deep  that  it  covered  up  the 
food  that  the  wild  animals  were  accustomed 
to  sulisist  on  and  thousands  of  them  perished. 
The  crust  on  the  snow  was  strong  enough  to 
liear  up  a  man,  and  the  wolves  and  other  like 
animals  could  travel  in  safety  on  its  surface, 
hut  the  deer  were  not  so  fortunate.  As  (bey 
run  by  a  succession  of  lea|is  and  Ibeir  bn<ifs 
l»eing  hard  and  sharp,  just  so  soon  as  they 
starti'd  to  run  tbey  Iiroke  through  the  crust  and 
thus  they  lay  helpless  on  the  snow.  On  this 
account  the  deer  were  nearly  all  killed,  for  the 
dogs  and  wolves  soon  learned  that  as  soon  as 
the  deer  started  to  run  they  would  hn'ak 
Ihrougb  and  then  they  were  an  easy  prey.  The 
settlers  e.\]ierieneed  terribly  hard  times  dur- 
ing that  winter  on  account  of  the  fact  that  the 
snow  came  so  early  that  they  were  caught  with 
their  ero|)s  ungatbered  and  they  were  in  many 
ways  unprejiared  for  the  winter.  Another  trou- 
ble was  the  scarcity  of  mills  in  the  country. 
Many  were  from  forty  to  sixty  miles  from  the 
nearest  mill,  and,  of  course,  it  was  impossible  to 
go  that  distance  for  breadstufT,     .As  a  conse- 
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(|Hfiui'  all  kinds  i>f  ('\|)Pili('iits  were  resorted 
to.  The  inovitiildi'  "gHttcr"  wns  called  into 
constiint  nsc  and  Ive-honiiny  was  a  standard 
article  in  every  Iioiiih.  Tlie  frame  jieriwlied  in 
such  nunilHTs  that  it  was  never  as  plentiful 
aflenvnrd.  I'nfortiinati'ly,  the  wild  fianie  was 
not  the  only  thinjr  that  [lerished.  Dnrinj;  this 
winter  two  men  who  resided  near  the  south  line 
of  what  is  now  Menard  eoiinty  perished  in  the 
snow.  William  Saxton  started  nut  hunting,  and, 
not  returning,  the  nei^jhlioi-s  made  search  for 
liim.  but  failed  to  find  liiin.  The  next  spring 
lii^  liody  anil  that  of  his  horses  were  found 
within  a  mile  of  his  home.  .Tolin  Barnett  started 
after  a  wolf  while  the  .-inow  i.as  falling,  but  he 
did  not  return.  Seareh  was  made  for  him.  hut 
lie  was  not  found.  The  next  s)jring  the  body 
of  Barnetl  and  that  of  liis  horse  and  dog  were 
found  forty  miles  from  the  jioint  from  which 
he  started.  It  was  siip|K)sed  that  the  falling 
snow  hlinded  and  bewildered  bini,  and.  losing 
his  Iwarings,  be  rushed  on  till  his  horse  gave 
out  and  horse  and  dog  and  man  perished  to- 
gether. On  Rock  ereek  lived  an  old  bachelor 
by  the  name  of  Stout,  no  nlati  in  to  any  of  the 
Stents  there  now,  however,  who  i)erishe<l  in  the 
duow.  somewhere  near  where  Pleasant  Plains 
now  stands. 

Pages  might  lie  written  of  the  stories  totd 
by  old  pioneers  of  the  privation  and  suffering  of 
that  winter.  There  is  no  doubt  that  it  was  the 
most  severe  winter  that  has  ever  iieen  known 
pinco  the  country  was  settled.  The  snow  at 
three  feet  deep  would  have  been  nothing  re- 
markable in  the  east,  hut  it  was  unknown  to 
the  people  here,  and,  beside  this,  they  were  un- 
pR'pared  for  eueli  conditions,  and  the  country 
iK'ing  new  it  is  no  wonder  that  there  was  great 
inconvenience  and  suffering.  It  must  iiave 
iH'cn  a  remarkable  time,  to  mark  a  period  that 
still  stands  as  a  chronological  monument,  mark- 
ing a  period  of  time  so  abidingly  as  not  to  be 
erased  by  years. 


THE  SUDDEN  PHAXGE. 

The  Indians  had  a  tradition,  which  they  told 

to  the  early  settlers  of  Illinois,    that    many, 

many  winters  before  the  paleface  came  to  make 


his  home  here,  that  there  was  a  winter  of  ter- 
rible suffering  in  all  this  R'gion  on  account  of 
the  deep  snow  and  the  long  continued  cold. 
They  related  that  early  in  the  fall  the  snow 
began  to  fall  and  there  wore  no  warm  days  to 
cause  it  to  melt,  but  every  few  days  fresh  snows 
would  fall,  and  thus  it  eontinue<l  to  grow 
deeper  and  deeper  until,  as  they  said,  it  was 
dwjier  than  the  height  of  the  tallest  man.  As 
a  wnsequence,  the  game  was  nearly  all  starved 
or  frozen  to  death  aiul  many  of  the  Indians  per- 
ished from  cold  and  iiungcr.  The  early  settlers 
noticed  on  tlu'  tall  hills  in  the  prairies  there 
were  vast  number  of  buffalo  and  deer  hones  in 
an  advanced  stage  of  decay.  The  Indians  ex- 
plainefl  this  by  saying  that  during  that  winter, 
as  the  snow  grew  deeper  in  the  low  ground  and 
being  blown  off  the  higher  ground,  the  game 
retrciited  lo  those  spots  of  high  ground  and 
]ierislu'il  there  from  want  of  food  and  the  in- 
tense cold.  It  apiiears  that  there  are  jicriods 
when  the  elements  arc  "out  of  joint";  times 
when  tiie  influence  of  the  planets  or  of  sun- 
spots,  or  something  else,  brings  about  strange 
and  disastrons  effects.  Such  was  the  case  "the 
winter  of  the  deep  snow" — the  winter  of  1830- 
;t1.  The  deep  snow  began  to  fall  between 
Christmas  and  the  \ew  Year.  It  is  a  little  re- 
niiirkable  that  the  "sudden  change"  was  at  the 
same  season  of  the  year.  On  the  20th  day  of 
l>e<>ember,  l«;tC,  the  sudden  change  came.  The 
weather  u|»  to  this  time  had  been  mild  and 
pleasant.  There  had  been  but  little  snow  and 
ni)  severe  cold  had  lieen  experienced.  Tlie 
gioiind  was  frozen  to  the  de)ith  of  three  or 
four  inches.  On  that  morning,  Deecniber  20th, 
some  time  before  noon,  it  began  to  rain  and 
continueil  to  rain  till  after  noon.  The  rain 
came  from  the  northeast,  and  between  twelve 
and  one  o'clock  p.  m.  a  very  dark  cloud  ap- 
peared, low  down  in  the  northeast,  and  as  it 
came  nearer  a  rumbling,  nmring  sound  could 
be  beard,  and  in  a  few  moments  a  strong  wind 
swept  over  the  woods  and  prairies  and  the  cold 
became  at  once  intense.  Perhaps  a  more  sud- 
den change  was  never  experienced  in  this  lati- 
tude. Chickens  and  geese  had  their  feet  caught 
in  the  suddenly  congealed  mud  and  water  and 
later  had  to  lie  cut  out  and  their  feet  released 
by  thawing  them  ont  at  the  fire.  Facts  con- 
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cerniiig  this  cliange,  as  told  liy  iiii'ii  of  un- 
doubted veracity,  are  almost  Ix'vond  belief. 
Alexander  Jlontgoinery,  of  Greenvicw,  gives 
the  following  account,  as  told  by  his  fatlier, 
who  then  lived  where  II.  H.  Marbold  now  re- 
sides. West  of  the  house  is  a  low  piece  of 
ground  which  had  been  filled  by  the  rain  to  the 
depth  of  eight  or  ten  inches.  West  of  this 
slough  Mr.  Montgoinerj'  liad  a  lot  of  calves  in 
a  pen,  and  realizing  the  intensity  of  the  cold 
he  started  as  soon  as  the  change  began  to  feed 
them.  He  waded  across  the  slough,  the  water 
being  almost  to  his  iioottops,  and  fed  the  calves 
as  quickly  as  he  could,  and  returned,  as  he  said, 
in  less  than  twenty  minutes,  and  when  he  re- 
turned he  crossed  tlie  slough  on  solid  ice.  Rev. 
Josiah  Porter,  of  Chatham,  Illinois,  was  at  that 
time  a  traveling  evangelist  and  traveled  over  a 
large  territory  of  Illinois.  He  relates  a  cir- 
cumstance that  occurred  in  the  west  part  of 
Douglas  county,  near  the  comer  of  Piatt  and 
Moultrie  counties.  Two  men,  brothers,  by  the 
name  of  Deeds,  started  out  to  cut  a  bee-irec, 
which  they  had  found  in  the  fall,  and  were 
overtaken  by  the  cold  of  this  sudden  change. 
Not  returning  home,  a  search  was  instituted, 
but  tiiey  were  not  discovered  for  nearly  two 
wwks,  when  they  were  found  frozen  to  death 
some  three  miles  from  their  homo.  Andrew 
Hercdith.  who  was  formerly  a  merchant,  miller 
and  pork-packer  in  Cincinnati,  having  met  with 
reverses,  came  to  Illinois  to  retrieve  his  for- 
tune, lie  settled  in  Sangamon  county,  about 
three  miles  west  of  Loami,  near  Lick  creek,  and 
called  the  place  Millville.  He  bought  wheat 
and  made  flour,  but  seeing,  as  he  thought,  an 
opening  for  great  wealth,  he  began  buying  hogs 
and  driving  them  to  the  St.  Louis  market.  His 
first  ventures  were  very  successful,  so  he  de- 
cided to  venture  on  a  larger  scale.  So  in  the 
fall  of  183fi  he  bought  up  a  drove  of  twelve  or 
fifteen  hundred  hogs  and  in  December  he 
started  to  drive  them  to  St.  Louis.  By  the 
20th  of  December  he  had  reacheil  the  prairie 
of  Macoupin  county.  He  had  taken  with  him 
a  number  of  wagons  and  teams  for  the  purpose 
of  hauling  corn  to  feiKl  the  hogs  on  the  way. 
As  soon  as  the  corn  was  fed  out  of  a  wagon 
it  was  utilized  in  hauling  those  hogs  which 
were  giving  out.    When  the  storm  struck  them 


llr.  Heredith  at  once  realized  its  severity,  and 
calling  all  the  men  to  his  aid  they  overturned 
the  wagons  and  re])lacing  the  beds  upon  them 
the}'  entered  them  and  drove  as  rapidly  as  pos- 
sible to  the  nearest  residence,  which,  fortu- 
nately, was  not  far  away.  When  they  reached 
the  farmhouse  their  clothing  was  frozen  solid 
ujwu  tiiem  and  the  men  had  their  hands  and 
feet  and  ears  frozen.  The  hogs  crowded  to- 
gether in  order  to  keep  warm,  and  as  the  cold 
grew  more  severe  they  literally  piled  up  in 
piles,  and  as  a  result  those  in  the  center  smoth- 
ered and  those  on  the  outside  froze  to  death. 
Thost!  that  did  not  die  outright  scattered  over 
the  prairies  and  finally  [H^rished.  Mr.  Heredith 
returned  home  as  soon  as  the  state  of  the 
weather  would  permit,  but  the  loss  had  bi-oken 
his  spirit  and  he  pined  away  and  in  a  year  or 
two  died. 

James  H.  Ilildreth  and  a  young  man  by  the 
name  of  Frame  started  to  Chicago  on  horr^cljaek 
and  by  the  JJOth  of  December  they  reached  the 
region  of  Hickory  creek,  a  tributary  of  the 
Iroquois  river.  Here  the  stornt  struck  them. 
They  wandered  about  till  night  overtook  tiiem 
and,  seeing  that  they  were  doomwl  to  perish, 
they  killed  one  of  their  horses  and.  removing 
the  entrails,  they  crawlwl  into  the  carcass  and 
remained  there  till  about  midnight,  when  the 
animal  heat  having  been  exhausted,  they  came 
out,  determined  to  kill  the  other  horse  and 
utilize  it  in  the  same  way,  but  in  their  be- 
numbed condition  the  knife  was  dropped  and 
could  not  he  found.  They  stood  around  Ihc 
living  horse  till  two  or  three  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  when  Frame  became  drowsy  and  Hil- 
dreth  was  unable  to  keep  him  awake  and  he 
«ank  down  and  was  soon  l)eyond  all  hunian  suf- 
fering. As  soon  as  light  came  Hildreth  mount- 
ed the  remaining  horse  and  after  wandering  for 
hours  n-aclieil  a  cabin,  where  the  inhuman 
wretch  who  inhabited  it  refused  him  aid.  He 
finally  recovered,  with  the  loss  of  his  hands 
and  feet,  and  reared  a  family,  the  descendants 
of  whom  now  live  in  Iy>gan  and  DeW'itt  coun- 
ties. Henry  and  John  live  in  Logan,  and  his 
daughter  Sarah.  (Mrs.  William  Weedman) 
lives  in  Farmer  City.  I  can  not  leave  this 
story  without  stating  another  fact  in  connec- 
tion with  it.  The  wretch  who  refused  Mr. 
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Hildrclli  aid  in  his  dire  extremity  was  named 
Benjamin  Russ,  The  storj  of  his  inhuman 
treatment  of  Hildreth  being  eireulattd  in  the 
settlement,  the  ire  of  the  honest  pioneers  was 
aroused  and  they  gathered  to  deal  out  sum- 
mary justice,  but  in  some  wa\  he  got  mnd  of 
what  was  in  store  for  him  and  fled  to  more 
congenial  climes  and  was  seen  tiiere  no  more. 
Many  other  and  equally  remarkable  incidents 
of  the  sudden  change  have  been  told  the  writer 
by  men  of  undoubted  veracity,  but  the  above 
will  serve  to  give  an  idea  of  its  suddenness  and 
severity.  It  was  the  opinion  of  many  of  those 
who  experienced  this  storm  that  it  traveled  at 
a  rate  of  at  least  si'vonty  miles  per  honr. 


HAIL  STORM  OF  1850. 
At  irregular  inten'als  of  time  strange  and  re- 
markable meteorological  phenomena  occur  for 
which  no  one  ean  account — whether  they  are 
caused  by  sun-spots  or  planetary  relations,  no 
one  can  tell,  for  some  continue  but  a  few  hours, 
while  others  last  through  an  entire  season. 
The  Indians  have  a  tradition  of  a  winter,  per- 
ha|)s  in  the  first  half  of  the  eighteenth  century, 
which  far  surpassed  anything  known  since  the 
paloinco  caiiic  west  of  the  Ohio  river.  It  was 
undoubtedly  confined  to  the  west,  foi'  if  it 
had  extendetl  to  the  east  we  would  have  had  a 
record  of  it  by  the  white  man.  The  winter 
of  1830-31  was  remarkable  for  its  severity  and 
the  depth  of  the  snow,  and  it  has  long  been 
a  chronological  landmark  and  old  settlers  count 
time  from  "the  winter  of  the  deep  snow";  an- 
other was  the  awful  "sudden  change"  on  the 
20th  of  December,  1836;  and  still  later  the  de- 
structive freeze  on  the  27th  day  of  August. 
186.'t,  which  many  persons  now  living  still 
distinctly  remember.  The  corn,  which  was  just 
in  good  roasting-ear,  was  frozen  hard  and  all 
creation  literally  stunk  with  the  rotting  vegeta- 
tion, but  the  event  that  I  am  going  to  relate 
was  confined  to  very  narrow  limits.  It  is  the 
hail  storm  of  May  tho  27th,  1850.  It  was 
confined  to  Menard  county,  being  only  seven 
miles  wide  and  only  ten  or  twelve  miles  in 
length.  Greenview  and  Sweetwater  were  near 
the  center  of  its  destructive  ])ower.  The  day — 
Mav  37.  1850 — had  been  extremely  warm  for 


that  time  of  tbe  year.  Late  in  the  afternoon 
a  cloud  appeared  in  the  northwest  and  came  up 
very  rapidly.  It  was,  perhaps,  between  iive  and 
six  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  when  the  storm 
broke.  It  came  with  a  very  high  wind  and  the 
rain  fell  in  a  perfect  torrent,  accompanied  by 
a  hail  storm  such  as  was  never  witnessed  before 
by  those  who  experienced  it.  In  fact,  the  state- 
ments made  by  the  most  reliable  men  in  the 
county  at  the  time,  and  in  which  they  all  agree, 
are  almost  beyond  belief.  The  hail  stones  were 
large — many  of  them  larger  than  a  hen's  egg — 
and  they  fell  in  such  vast  quantities  that  they 
lay  to  a  depth  of  a  foot  at  least  on  the  le^'el 
prairies.  Elder  William  Engle,  a  man  of  un- 
impeached  veracity,  told  the  writer  that  he  and 
Uncle  David  Propst  gathered  the  hail  stones 
thirty-eiglit  days  after  they  fell  and  made  ice 
water  of  them  to  drink.  This  is  literally  true, 
as  will  be  explained  further  on.  The  hail  stones 
were  so  large  and  came  with  such  driving  force 
from  their  momentum  and  the  force  of  tbe 
wind  that  it  is  strange  that  much  greater  dam- 
age was  not  done.  J[an_v  hogs  and  calves  wore 
killed  outrigbt,  while  all  the  poultry  which  was 
not  under  shelter  suffered  a  similar  fate.  The 
wild  birds,  rabbits  and  other  small  animals  in 
the  range  of  the  storm  were  entirely  extermi- 
nated. It  is  a  factj  authenticated  beyond  dis- 
pute, that  a  large  amount  of  timber,  especially 
white  oak,  was  killed.  The  leaves  and  smaller 
limbs  were  beaten  off,  the  hark  on  the  side  next 
tbe  storm  was  peeled  off,  and  scores  of  trees 
two  feet  and  two  feet  six  inches, in  diameter 
were  killed  and  stood  for  years  as  silent  but 
unimpeachable  witnesses  of  the  severity  of  the 
storm.  The  crops  were  a  total  wreck,  being 
beaten  into  the  earth.  Com,  wheat,  oats  and 
even  grass  were  a  total  loss.  A  Mr.  Leach,  then 
living  near  fireenview.  was  a  mile  or  two  from 
home  on  horseback  and  was  caught  in  the  storm, 
and  being  some  distance  from  shelter  he  soon 
realised  that  unless  he  got  protection  in  some 
way  he  would  assuredly  perish.  So,  as  quickly 
as  possible,  he  dismounted  and  ungirthing  the 
saddle  he  put  it  over  his  head  as  a  helmet.  He 
told  the  writer,  thirty  years  ago,  that  even  with 
this  protection  he  thought  that  he  would  as- 
suredly be  killed.  Now  and  then  a  stone  of 
il  size  would  strike  the  saddle  with  sucK 
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force  as  to  stagger  him  and  cause  liiiii  to  see 
whole  constellations  of  stars.  The  rain  which 
fi^U  with  the  hail,  together  with  tlio  melting 
hail  stones,  i)rodiiced  such  a  torrent  of  water 
that  the  small  streams  were  soon  raging  floods. 
By  these  the  hail  was,  in  places,  ])iled  up  to 
a  depth  of  ten  and  fifteen  feet.  Grove  creek,  in 
Sugar  Orove,  Ijecanie  a  raging  river,  piling  up 
the  hail  in  vast  heaps  and  in  many  cases  cover- 
ing it  over  with  leaves  and  trash  till  a  jHirfect 
ice-house  was  constructed.  It  whs  from  one  of 
these  that  Engle  and  I'ropst,  on  the  4th  of  July 
— thirty-eight  days  after  the  stonu — got  ice 
with  which  to  make  icewater  for  the  people  who 
were  gatheretl  together  not  far  away  to  cele- 
brate the  birthday  of  our  independence.  We 
have  in  this  story  a  line  illustration  of  the  spirit 
of  "grit,  guniplion  and  go-aiienditivencss''  of 
our  ancestors.  With  the  fields  as  Itire  as  in  the 
midst  of  winter,  the  s<'ason's  labor  all  destroyed, 
witli  the  crops  all  k'aten  into  the  ground  and 
the  winter  soon  to  come,  with  biting,  hitter 
blasts — with  all  this  they  gather  together  to 
.•'])en<l  a  day  in  social  converse,  to  renew  ac- 
(|uaintance  and  to  cultivate  the  spirit  of  patri- 
otic devotion  to  (lod  and  native  land.  Ah.  that 
is  what  hag  made  this  land  what  it  is  to-day! 
We  Iwast  what  we  have  tloiie,  hut  we  forget  that 
that  class  of  men  and  women  who  |)receded  lis 
— our  fathers  and  mothers — are  the  force  that 
made  this  country  what  it  is  to-day.  1  verily 
believe  that  the  world  has  never  known  so 
grand  a  race  of  men  and  women  as  the  pioneers 
of  these  Hcstern  states.  They  eome  of  the  best 
slock  of  the  world.  Out  of  every  nation  on 
earth,  there  came  to  this  country  the  most  lih- 
erty-loving,  the  most  indei>endent,  the  bravest, 
the  most  self-reliant  and  determined  people 
ever  known,  and  by  amalgamation  and  training 
they  produced  our  fathers  and  mothers,  who 
drove  ont  the  wild  beasts,  s.uhdned  Hie  wild 
prairies  and  forests,  laid  the  fonndations  of 
education  and  of  moral  and  religious  training, 
leaving  to  ns  this  glorious  heritage  that  we  pos- 
sess. Many  of  tliem  were  not  educated  in  books, 
or  in  the  fashions  and  follies  of  some  classes  of 
social  life,  hut  they  had  that  higher  and  nobler 
d<'ve!opment  of  head  and  heart,  that  fitted  them 
to  the  plant,  the  germs  of  which,  under  God, 
have  grown  into  this,  the  grandest  and  greatest 


nation  on  earth.  Will  we  preserve  what  they 
left  to  iis?  But  1  have  gotten  off  the  track.  In 
my  imagination  I  eau  see  the  people  at  that 
celebration.  Uncle  "Bill"  Engle  was  a  promi- 
nent figure  among  them.  True,  the  crops  were 
ruined  and  the  prospect  for  the  coming  winter 
was  a  little  dark,  hut  what  good  would  fore- 
bodings and  repinings  do?  I  see  him,  with  his 
kindly  face  and  portly  form,  as  he  tried  to 
ciicer  up  his  disheartened  neighbors  and  friends. 
With  words  of  encouragement  and  cheer,  he 
adiiiimished  them  to  look  on  the  bright  side 
and  then,  with  an  appropriate  story,  the  wliole 
company  would  he  put  in  a  good  humor  and, 
forgetting  their  troubles,  all  would  go  "merry 
as  a  marriage  bell."  As  I  spoke  of  '"Uncle 
Bill"  telling  stories,  I  should  explain  tiiat  he 
was  an  expert  story-teller.  Like-  Lincoln,  he 
had  an  exhaustless  store  of  "yarns"  and  anec- 
dotes and  no  one  could  surpass  him  in  telling 
tlieiii.  Out  of  that  vast  store  he  could  always 
find  one  just  suited  to  the  occasion,  and  when 
he  told  a  story  he  entered  into  the  spirit  of  it 
as  he  preaehed^that  is,  with  his  whole  soul. 
He  and  the  martyred  presidi'nt,  Abraham  Lin- 
coln, had  many  a  tilt  at  spinning  yarns  during 
the  terms  of  court  in  Petersburg.  If  the  old 
"Menard  House"  had  tlio  jiower  of  speech  it 
conid  entertain  for  days  and  weeks,  repeating 
the  unnumbered  "good  ones"  that  were  told 
when  Lincoln,  Engle  and  other  home  and  im- 
ported talent  spent  an  evening  at  that  old-time 
hostelry.  Not  only  the  evenings  were  passed  in 
this  way.  but  I  have  it  from  the  very  best 
authority  of  the  time  that  on  one  occasion  at 
li'ast.  when  'Tnele  Bill"  had  met  a  foeman 
"worthy  of  his  steel,"  the  battle  raged,  with 
varying  fortune,  until  the  rising  of  the  sun 
and  even  then  the  referet-s  were  compelled  to 
declare  it  a  "draw."  Elder  William  Engle  was 
a  very  remarkable  man  in  many  respects  and 
left  his  impress  upon  all  the  enterprises  of  this 
county,  an  impress  which  will  last  for  years 
to  come.  He  performed  a  very  important  part 
in  the  devc]o[mient  of  the  resources  of  the' 
county:  he  also  aided  largely  in  the  elevation  of 
social  life,  and  to  him  we  owe  a  lasting  debt 
of  gratitude  for  the  part  he  played  in  shaping 
the  moral  and  religious  sentiment  of  the  peo- 
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MAXNKKS  AXI)  CUSTOMS. 

'I'lu'  yoiiiig  men  and  women  of  to-day  have 
jio  i-ontrptiiin  of  the  ninde  of  life  iiiiioiig  the 
rarlv  settlers  of  the  eoiintrv  and  when  the  story 
i^  iriithfidly  tnl.i  they  ean  scareely  I.elieve  it. 
It  is  our  iihjeet  in  tills  chaptei'  to  j^jive  a  vfry 
brief  hut  absolutely  true  aceoiint  of  this.  We 
fwl  Unit  the  lime  will  not  lie  lost  in  doing  this. 
as  the  lesson  will  he  a  valualile  ami  instnietive 
one.  One  ean  seaieely  imajrine  How  so  great 
a  change  eoiild  have  taken  |ilaeo  in  tin-  siiace  of 
sixty  to  einlity-five  years,  and  when  the  simple 
and  triitlifiil  story  is  heard  hy  our  young  |>eo- 
[ile  they  will  h.old  in  higher  esteem  their  grand- 
fathers and  grnndniotliers  who  hore  those  trials 
and  through  them  3e<-nred  the  rieli  licritage 
that  we  enjoy  to-day.  It  will  also  lead  them  to 
liold  in  higher  (steeiu  those  unpolished  and 
nneidtivated  peoide  whom  they  have  heeii  dis- 
posed to  loiik  down  upon.  In  nothing  are  the 
hahits.  manners  and  eustoms  of  the  pcojile  like 
what  ihey  were  seventy  or  eighty  yeais  ago. 
We  are  at  a  loss  where  to  liesfin  w>  as  to  give 
the  yontli  of  the  present  anything  like  a  just 
idea  of  this  matter.  The  diet,  the  clothing,  the 
dwellings,  the  soeial  eu.stoms^i ii  fact,  every- 
thing has  undergone  a  eoiu|)lete  revolution.  We 
P|)oke  hcfore  of  the  "thnr-faeed  camp"'  in 
whieh  some  of  the  early  si'ttlers  lived,  and  it 
may  lie  truthfully  said  that  the  dwellings  in 
wliieh  the  |)ioneers  lived  for  >i  number  of  yeai-s 
were  but  slightly  in  advance  of  these.  The 
house  was  invariably  built  of  logs,  the  spaces 
lietwei  n  the  logs  being  fiih'd  with  smaller  pieces 
of  wood,  called  chinks,  and  then  daubed  over 
with  mortar  made  of  clay.  I  f  the  flo<ir  was  any- 
thing more  than  the  eartii  tramped  hard  and 
smooth,  it  was  made  of  puneheons — thai  is,  logs 
were  split  and  one  side  was  smoothed  off  witii 
an  ax  and  these  laid  down  for  a  floor.  The 
openings  lietween  these  puncheon?  were  often 
so  large  that  the  cats  could  pass  in  and  out 
through  them.  The  top  of  the  cabin  was  drawn 
in,  after  the  fashion  of  a  boy's  quail  trap,  and 
on  the  poles  on  top,  clapboards,  or,  as  the 
yankees  called  them  shakes,  were  laid  on,  and 
weight-poles  laid  on  them  to  keep  them  in 
place.  For  a  fireplace  the  logs  were  cut  out  of 
one  .tide  of  the  wall,  six  or  eight  fe<'t  wide,  and 


the  hack  and  sides  of  this  were  linilt  up  of  logs, 
inak.ng  an  offset  in  the  wall  somewhat  like  a 
luiHlern  bay-window,  and  this  was  lined  with 
mud — or  stone,  if  it  could  be  had — and  served 
as  a  fireplace.  The  chimney  was  built  of  sticks, 
over  whieh  a  thick  coating  of  mud  was  spread, 
to  keep  tlieni  from  taking  lire.  This  was  called 
a  "eat  and  t'lay"  ehiiuney  and  was  the  only  kind 
in  use  for  a  great  many  years.  _  The  door  was 
also  made  by  cutting  out  logs,  making  an  ojien- 
iiig  of  the  desired  sIkc,  and  tile  shutter  was 
made  of  boards  pinneil  to  erosspieccs  (for  nails 
could  not  I.e  had  for  several  years  after  the 
hnl  settlenienis  were  made),  and  this  was 
liuiig  on  wiiodi'ii  hinges.  The  door  was  fas- 
ti'ucil  by  a  wooden  latch,  which  caught  in  a 
wooden  hook  on  the  inside.  .V  hole  was  hored 
in  the  ihior  aiiove  the  latch,  and  a  buckskin 
string  was  fast^'iu'd  to  tlie  lateh  and  passed 
tlirougli  this  hole,  so  that  to  open  the  door  from 
the  outside  all  you  had  to  do  was  to  pidl  the 
string  and  this  would  lift  the  lateh  out  of  the 
iiook  an<l  the  do(tr  would  open.  To  lock  the 
diHir  at  night  ail  that  was  necessary  was  to 
pull  the  string  in.  When  the  latcli-string  hung 
through  the  hole  anyone  could  open  the  door 
from  the  outside.  This  gave  the  idea  of  the 
e\|iression  of  hospitality  hy  saying  "the  latch- 
string  hangs  out."  We  deseril>e  this  thus  mi- 
nutely tliat  the  young  people  may  nnderstand 
this  expression:  '"the  laleb-string  is  out."  Tiie 
furniture  in  the  hous<'  was  on  a  par  with  the 
house  itself.  A  few  home-uiadc.  split-bottomed 
chairs:  a  short  bench  or  two;  a  bedstead  (in 
comuLon  use)  marie  hy  driving  a  fork  in  one 
corner  of  tile  ealiin,  aliout  six  feet  from  the 
wall  and  the  desired  height  for  the  lied,  then 
jiolcs  ran  to  each  wall  from  this  fork,  and 
boards  placed  across  made  the  frame  of  the 
bed.  Hundreds  of  tlic-^e  "scaffold  iK'ds"  were  in 
use.  The  very  early  settlers  had  no  kitchen, 
hut  the  articles  for  cooking  were  as  few  and 
simple  as  the  furniture.  A  "flat-oven'"  or  skil- 
let, a  frying-pan.  an  iron  pot  or  kettle,  and  oc- 
casionally a  coffee-pot  completed  the  outfit  in 
this  de]»artnn'nt  of  tile  best  fixed  cabins.  Stoves 
were  then  and  for  many  years  later  entirely  un- 
known, lienee  the  cooking  was  done  entirely  on 
the  fireplace.  The  flat-oven  was  set  on  a  bed 
of  glowing  coals,  and  the  frugal  housewife, 
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taking  as  miicli  stiff  dougli  of  linliun  meal  as 
she  wiuld  convfiiiently  hold  in  both  hands,  and 
deftly  tossing  it  from  hand  to  hand  to  mold  it 
into  the  desired  shape,  tossed  it  into  tlie  oven, 
patting  it  with  her  hand  to  the  desired  ihit'k- 
ness.  About  three  of  tliese  "dodgers"  filk'd  the 
oven,  when  the  ready-heat«d  lid  was  placed  upon 
the  oven  and  the  whole  covered  with  glowing 
coals.  As  soon  as  the  bread  was  done  it  was 
taken  from  the  oven  and  placed  upon  a  tin 
platter  and  set  on  the  heartii  near  the  fire  to 
kwp  warm.  Generally  the  prints  of  the  fingers 
of  the  cook  were  plainly  visible  on  every  dodger. 
In  the  oven  from  which  the  bread  was  taken 
the  ham  or  venison  was  then  fried  and,  in  the 
fall  of  the  year  especially,  the  "lye-hominy," 
made  of  Indian  com,  was  seasoned  in  the  grease 
tried  out  of  the  meat.  Thus  the  repast  was 
prepared  and  sweeter  bread  or  more  savory 
meats  were  never  eaten  than  were  prepared  on 
those  nide  fireplaces.  As  to  sweetmeats  and 
confections,  they  were  things  entirely  unknown. 
Sugar  was  entirely  unknown,  save  in  et^etions 
where  sugar-maple  abounded,  but  nearly  all 
of  the  pioneers  had  an  abundance  of  the  finest 
honey  the  year  around,  for  the  wild  honey-bee 
existed  in  great  abundance  wherever  there  was 
timber.  Sometimes  wild  grapes,  wild  crabs  and 
berries  of  various  kinds  were  preserved  in 
honey,  but  these  were  only  opened  when  the 
preacher  visited  or  on  some  other  great  occa- 
sion. For  many  years  after  the  settlements 
were  made,  wheat  bread  was  entirely  unknown, 
from  the  fact  that  there  were  no  mills  in  the 
country  which  were  provided  with  facilities  for 
grinding  the  wheat  or  bolting  the  flour.  In 
all  the  new  settlements  means  of  i)reparing 
grain  for  bread  were  matters  of  the  very  first 
concern.  As  already  said,  most,  or  we  might 
say  all,  of  the  pioneers  settled  in  the  tiJiiber 
and  at  almost  every  cal)in  a  large  stump  or 
block  of  wood  set  on  end  was  dug  or  burned  out 
into  the  form  of  a  mortar,  and  a  "spring-pole" 
with  a  lieavy  block  of  wood,  in  tlie  form  of  a 
pestle,  was  suspended  above  this  mortar,  and 
in  this  the  corn  was  pounded  into  meal.  But  a 
:iniall  amount  of  corn  was  put  in  the  mortar  at 
a  time,  and  when  this  was  reduced  to  meal,  by 
working  this  pestle  up  and  down,  then  another 
small  amount  was  put  in,  and  so  on  till  the  re- 


(jUiiLd  auiount  uas  grouud.  This  laborious 
task  was  to  be  rejveated  as  often  as  the  meals 
were  to  be  eaten,  but  the  process  was  so  slow 
that  in  a  large  family  the  pestle  must  go  almost 
incessantly  or  some  of  them  would  lie  placed 
on  short  rations.  So  important  a  matter  was 
this  of  breadstuflf  that  it  overshadowed  all 
others.  To  illustrate  this  we  state  the  unde- 
niable fact  that  the  first  "milling"  done  for  the 
settlement  of  Sugar  Grove  was  done  by  John 
Jennison  and  James  Meadows.  These  two  men 
went  in  a  canoe  down  the  Sangamon  to  the 
Illinois  river  and  then  to  the  Mississippi,  to 
Alton,  and  there  got  a  eanoe-load  of  breadstuff 
and  brought  it  to  Sugar  Grove,  consuming 
twenty-one  days  in  the  trip.  Think  of  tliisi 
What  labors  were  performed  an<i  what  trials 
endured  by  our  fathers  and  mothers  to  make 
this  country  what  it  is.  Can  we  ever  pay  the 
debt  of  gratitude  that  we  owe  them':'  Even 
after  those  primitive  mills  were  built — even 
after  the  Salem  mill  was  built — there  was  great 
trouble  over  the  matter  of  something  of  which 
to  make  bread.  The  Salem  mill,  built  by  Cam- 
eron and  Itulledge,  though  looked  upon  by  the 
people  as  a  marvel  of  mechanical  skill  and  in- 
genuity, was  incapable  of  overcoming  all  of 
these  troubles.  In  those  days  the  owners  of 
mills  made  a  rule  like  barbers  have  at  the  pres- 
ent time — that  is,  that  each  one  should  take 
his  turn.  Persons  would  lake  a  grist  of  one 
or  two  bushels  of  corn  to  mill  and  they  must 
wait  till  it  was  ground.  Reliable  men  of  Tal- 
lula  told  the  writer  that  in  the  days  of  the  old 
band-mill  at  Petersburg  that  they  went  there 
from  Clary's  Grove — only  eight  miles — and 
using  their  utmost  diligence  it  w-as  midnight  of 
the  ninth  day  when  they  returned  with  their 
grinding.  It  was  many  years  before  the  mills 
of  the  country  could  provide  the  facilities  for 
making  flour,  and  there  are  people  still  living 
who  remember  tlie  time  when  the  children 
longed  for  Sunday  to  come,  not  from  any  spirit 
of  devotion  or  reverence  for  the  day,  but  be- 
cause they  thought  that  they  woiild  have  "cake" 
for  breakfast  Sunday  morning.  By  "cake"  they 
meant  simple  wheat  iiread  or  biscuits. 

Among  the  pioneers  everything  was,  of  neces- 
sity, plain,  simple  and  in  conformity  with  the 
strictest  economy.     This  was  true  not  only  of 
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their  dwellings,  furniture  and  provisions,  but 
of  their  clothing  as  well.  In  the  very  early, 
early  days,  the  ineii  usually  wore  pants  and 
hunting-shirts  of  hiickskiu  and  caps  of  coou  or 
fos  skin,  while  hoth  men  and  women  clothed 
their  feet  in  nioceasins.  Cotton  goods  were 
then  extremely  Jiard  to  get,  for  two  reasons: 
first.  hecBuse  of  tlie  great  distance  that  they  had 
to  he  transported  by  private  means;  and,  sec- 
ond, because  the  manufacture  in  tliis  country 
was  very  limited,  almost  all  of  sueh  goods  be- 
ing manufactured  in  Europe.  As  a  result  the 
pioneer  of  tlie  west  fouud  this  one  of  the  very 
liardest  <leniands  to  niwt.  Many  were  the  ex- 
pedients devised  by  them,  especially  by  the  fru- 
gal and  an.iiious  wives  and  mothers,  for  e\er 
since  the  wonderful  e.\|)edient  of  preparing  an 
entire  wardrobe  from  fig  leaves,  devised  quite  a 
Dumber  of  years  back,  woman  has  been  *ery 
gifted  in  laying  plans  and  devising  expedients 
in  the  matter  of  dress;  but,  unfortunately,  for 
her  skill  and  industry,  the  country  afforded 
nothing  for  the  first  few  years  of  its  occupancy 
tliat  could  be  turned  to  much  aerauut  in  tiiis 
direction.  If  cotton  had  been  planted  when 
they  first  came,  it  could  not  have  been  raucJi  to 
their  advantage,  because  of  t!ie  fact  that  neither 
the  soil  nor  the  climate  were  adapted  to  its 
cultivation  and  the  seasons  wen:  so  short  that 
it  had  to  be  planted  so  very  early  for  it  to  ma- 
ture that  it  could  not  be  gotten  in  in  time  in 
i^nificient  quantity  to  justify  its  cultn-atioii. 
And  it  was  almost  useless  to  take  slicep  into 
these  frontier  settiemcnts  on  account  of  the 
number  of  prairie,  black  and  gray  wolves,  for 
they  would  destroy  an  entire  flock  in  a  single 
night.  Hence  the  people  had  to  choose  U'tween 
adopting  cx[K'dicnts  and  going  forth  in  "na- 
ture's light  and  airy  garb,"  so  in  a  year  or  two 
the  si'ttlers  adopt«'d  the  expedient  of  sowing 
crops  of  hemp  and  Hax,  and  this  the  women 
soon  learned  to  manufacture  by  hand  into  a 
-coarse  but  good  and  comfortable  linen.  But 
these  practical  and  observing  pioneers  also  ap- 
pealed to  nature  in  their  need  and  this  good 
dame  is  seldom  applied  to  in  vain.  In  various 
localities  in  central  Illinois,  when  the  country 
■was  first  settled,  there  were  vast  areas  covered 
with  wild  nettles.  Sometimes  there  would  be 
two  or  three  acres  together,  covered  with  net- 


tles, growing  as  thick  as  wheat,  and  three  .and 
four  feet  high.  After  these  were  killed  by  the 
frost  and  rotted  by  the  elements,  they  produced 
a  lint  as  strong  as  tlax,  but  much  lighter  and 
finer.  This  lint  would  bleach  almost  to  snowy 
whiteness  and  it  liiid  more  the  appearance  of 
silk  than  of  cotton.  Thousands  of  yards  were 
woven  and  worn  by  the  pioneers.  Mrs.  James 
Meadows,  of  Sugar  Grove,  actually  spun  and 
wove  thirty  yards  of  this  nettle  cloth  one  sea- 
son. But  even  after  the  cultivation  of  fiax  and 
the  introduction  of  quite  a  number  of  sheep,  the 
matter  of  clothing  was  the  most  formidable  dif- 
ficulty in  the  way.  The  task  of  raising  the  flax 
or  hemp,  of  cutting,  rotting,  breaking,  hackling, 
skutcliing.  spinning  and  weaving  if  was  an 
Herculean  task;  or  raising  the  slieep,  protecting 
them  from  the  wolves,  shearing  them  and  then 
spinning  and  weaving  the  wool  into  cloth  re- 
quired a  vast  amount  of  labor.  Then,  after  all 
this,  garments  were  to  ijc  cut  and  made,  and 
socks  and  stockings  were  to  l>e  knit  by  hand 
for  all  the  family.  \\'hat  a  task !  We  wonder 
that  our  mothers  did  not  despair,  and  they 
would  had  the  fashions  licen  then  as  now,  but 
a  balloon  frame  was  not  thrti  to  be  covered  in 
by  the  skirt  of  the  dress.  Skirts  were  not  wide 
then  as  now.  On  a  certain  occasion,  under  the 
old  "blue  laws"  of  Connecticut,  a  young  lady 
was  hauled  before  the  magistrate,  charged  with 
jumping  the  brook  on  the  Sabbath,  which  of- 
fense, if  she  were  proven  guilty,  would  subject 
her  to  a  heavy  fine.  The  girl's  mother  came 
into  court  on  the  day  of  trial  and  testified  that 
lier  daughter  was  i)ioiisly  on  her  way  to  church, 
and  coming  to  the  brook,  on  account  of  the  nar- 
rowness of  her  skirts,  she  was  obliged  to  jump 
or  step  in  the  water.  Our  yonng  gentlemen  of 
the  ])i'esent,  who  have  dressed  in  the  very  best 
ever  sinee  they  could  remember,  would  be  sur- 
prised and  shocked  at  the  scanty  outfit  of  the 
Iwys  of  that  day.  The  summer  wear  of  the  boys 
up  to  ten  and  twelve  years  of  age  was  very 
simple  and  free  from  any  effort  at  display,  for 
it  consisted  of  a  long  tow-linen  shirt,  "only 
this  and  nothing  more."  With  this  indispensa- 
ble and  convenient  article  they  explored  the  for- 
ests, traversed  the  prairies,  thought  about  the 
girls  and  built  as  many  castles  in  the  air  as  the 
bovs  of  more  favorable  times  and  more  con- 
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vi'iitiiinjil  wn!'(!n>l)<'p.  In  the  wintt^r  they  wltb 
sii]tjircil  with  buckskin  or  tow-liiirn  [Mints,  itioc- 
ciirtins-in'  rnw-hidc  glint's,  and  coatK  of  jeans 
aft<T  tiu'v  lii'fjan  to  raise  shet'p.  This  scarcity 
of  clotliin};  contiimrd  for  at  least  two  decBilcs, 
or  (.■vin  more.  In  Piinuncr  time  nearly  every 
one.  t(otli  male  anil  female,  went  barefoot  and 
it  was  notiiinj;  iineoniinon  to  sec  young  hidies 
of  tlie  best  families  (your  gra  nil  mot  her,  })er- 
Imjis,  dear  reader)  on  tlieir  way  to  ehurcli  on 
fool,  earryinjr  their  shoes  in  their  hand  till 
near  the  iilaw  of  worship,  when,  carefully 
Inu.-iliiiifi  tiie  dust  from  tlieir  feel,  they  donned 
tl;eir  stockinjis  and  shoes  and  )|iii(tly  ininjiled 
with  the  throng.  Thiri  continued  to  he  coui- 
niiin  for  nearly  twenty  years.  After  sheep  could 
lie  })rotected  from  the  wolves  the  }ieople  fared 
{letter  in  the  matter  of  clothing.  Flannel  and 
liiiscy  were  worn  by  the  women  and  children 
and  jeans  was  woven  for  the  men.  For  want 
of  other  and  more  suitable  dye-stuffs,  the  wool 
for  the  jeans  was  almost  invariably  colored  w'ith 
the  shoots  of  the  walnut,  henee  the  inevitable 
"huttcmut"  worn  so  extensively  in  the  west 
for  so  many  years.  As  a  matter  of  course,  each 
family  iiad  tn  do  its  own  spinuiiifi  and  weaving, 
and  for  a  long  term  of  years  all  the  wool  had 
to  he  carded  hy  hand  on  a  little  pair  of  cards 
not  more  than  five  l>y  ten  inches.  Each  family 
had  its  spinning-wheels,  little  and  big  reel, 
windiny-blades,  warping  bars,  made  by  driving 
pins  into  the  wall  of  the  house  on  the  ontside  at 
some  place  where  there  was  no  door  in  the  way. 
and  their  wooden  loom.  These  were  indis- 
pensable articles  in  almost  every  home,  and 
during  the  fall  of  the  year  the  merry  whirr  of 
the  whiel  and  the  regular  "iiat  bal"  of  the  loom 
was  heard  to  a  late  hour  of  the  night.  Well 
docs  the  writiT  rcntember,  when  a  little  boy.  as 
he  lay  in  the  "trundle  bed"  at  night,  of  being 
aroust'd  from  shep,  far  on  to  midnight,  of  hear- 
ing the  "swish  swish"  of  the  cards  as  his  wid- 
owed mother  by  the  light  of  a  few  coals  on  the 
hearth  wa.s  carding  wool  to  make  cloth  to  clothe 
her  fatherless  children.  And  it  was  truly  won- 
derful to  see  the  patterns  of  colors  woven  in 
the  dress  flannels  and  the  counterpanes  of  those 
times.  .\s  a  general  thing  the  shoes  worn  !>v 
the  entire  family  were  made  at  home  and  mostly 
during  the  long  evenings  of  the  fall  and  winter. 


It  llierefore  hap])ened  that  some  of  the  family 
would  have  to  wait  till 

■'The  frost  was  on  the  pumpkin 
And  the  fodder  in  the  slioek" 
before  their  feet  wen'  clad.  We  reinenilicr  boys, 
who  afterward  achieved  both  wealth  and  dis- 
tinction, who  never  got  their  shoes  till  well  on 
to  Christmas,  hut  they  went  to  school,  if  there 
was  any,  and  played  with  the  other  boys  in 
their  bari'  feet.  No  scene  can  be  imagined  that 
is  more  full  of  rial  happiness  than  the  liome  of 
the  pioneer,  when  in  the  evening  all  arc  en- 
giiged  in  their  work.  A  bright  fire  Imms  on  the 
wide  iK'Hrlli  and  the  ruddy  flame  leaps  far  up 
lln-  wooden  chininey.  affording  Hie  only,  hui 
sulficicnt,  light  in  the  riHim.  In  one  corner  sits 
the  father,  busily  engagi'd  in  making  shoes; 
the  mother  at  her  little  wheel  luims  a  tune  in 
low  harmony  with  its  steady  whirr,  while  in 
front  of  the  ample  fireplace  the  daughter  trips 
nimbly  back  and  forth,  drawing  out  the  long 
woolen  threads,  while  the  wheel,  seeming  to  par- 
take of  the  general  happiness,  swells  out  its 
musical  whir-r-r,  which  swells  and  dies  away 
in  regular  and  harmonious  cadence;  the 
younger  mendiers  of  the  housi'hold  engaged  in 
some  ai>sorbing  pastime,  all  undisturbed  by  a 
single  discordant  note. 

Hoots  were  unknown  for  many  years  and 
many  of  the  old  men  never  owned  a  pair  in  all 
their  lives  while  none  of  tbe  younger  ones  were 
fortnnate  cuougii  to  lioast  the  |iosscssion  of 
boots  till  they  reached  manhood.  Boys  of  fif- 
teen to  eighteen  years  of  age  never  thought  of 
wearing  anything  on  their  feet  exee|)t  for  three 
or  four  months  in  the  winter,  while  the  num- 
ber who  were  not  so  fortunate  as  to  get  them 
in  winter  was  by  no  means  small.  Boys  and 
men  often  went  to  chnreh  without  shoes  or 
stockings,  hut  what  would  the  people  of  today 
think  of  the  minister  who  would  propose  to 
come  before  his  audience  harefooted?  Thi8 
may  never  have  occurred  in  Illinois,  yet  it  did 
in  some  of  the  older  states  and  possibly  here. 
The  writer  was  intimately  aequninted  when  a 
boy  with  two  old  ministers.  Imth  of  whom  died 
at  an  extreme  old  agc'  long  years  ago,  who  often 
s]ioke  of  ]>reacliing  in  their  younger  days  in 
their  bare  feet.  They  l>egon  preaching  in  Ten- 
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iicpiiLv  aud  were  men  of  far  more  than  ordinary 
abUUy;  in  faet,  we  have  heard  manj-  sermons, 
.in  tinelj'  freseoi'd  cluirchts,  by  elai^i'it.-al  scholars 
dressocl  in  broadclotli,  whieh  were  nut  worthy 
of  i-ompurison,  in  any  respeit,  with  tlio  ser- 
mons preached  by  thew  men.  Several  times 
they  s[)oke  of  jireaching  on  a  certain  occasion, 
nlii-n  they  were  yonng  men.  in  n  private  cabin, 
tlie  loft  or  ceiJin^f  of  which  was  very  io»',  and 
one  of  the  preacliers.  being  a  very  tall  man.  a 
punclnon  was  taken  up  in  tlie  floor,  so  that  lie 
migltt  stand  in  tiiig  opening,  his  bead  tbns  l>e- 
ing  below  the  loft.  This  being  in  the  sunnner 
time,  and  the  n'gion  being  infested  with  rattle- 
snakes, the  speaker  soon  felt  a  thrill  of  awful 
horror  convulse  his  frame  as  the  thought. 
flashwl  across  liis  mind  that  i>crliaps  he  stood 
in  the  mid^t  of  these  unwelcome  companions. 
Of  course,  under  these  circumstances,  the  aei- 
nion  was  not  painfully  long.  We  are  fully 
aware  of  the  incredulity  witli  which  the  above 
and  similar  stories  will  he  received  by  the  mass 
of  the  present  generation,  hut  we  write  facta, 
such  things  as  wc  believe  are  absolutely  true, 
and  we  have  not  a  shadow  of  doubt  of  the  lit- 
eral truth  of  the  story  related  alxive.  These 
facts  should  be  reeordefl,  for  none  of  the  presi^nt 
generation  have  the  faintest  idea  of  the  changes 
that  have  taken  place  in  the  last  sevcniy-five 
or  eighty  years.  If  the  nest  eighty  years  should 
Ik>  as  productive  of  change  as  the  past  eighty 
(and  the  proiwhility  is  that  it  will  be  much 
greater),  who  can  imagine  the  state  of  affairs 
in  that  time?  The  tools  and  agricultural  im- 
l>lements  were  all  on  a  par  with  the  things  we 
have  named.  The  ground  was  broken  up  with  a 
one-horso  wooden  mold-lKiard  plow  and  the 
corn  cultivated  with  a  hoe  and  a  hull-tongue 
jdow.  The  ground  was  marked  off,  Imth  ways, 
with  a  bull-tongue,  and  the  corn  drojiped  by 
hand  and  covered  with  a  hoe.  In  plowing  corn, 
they  had  to  go  three  or  four  times  between  the 
rows.  Wheat,  oats,  rye,  etc..  were  cut  by  hand 
with  a  sickle,  threshed  with  a  flail  and  win- 
nowed by  hand.  O.xen  were  principally  used, 
often  si.-;  and  seven  yoke  were  seen  hitched  to 
the  plow,  breaking  up  the  prairies.  They  were 
often  worked  singly  for  plowing  corn  and  sim- 
ilar work,  hut  space  forbids  further  detail  in 
this  direction-     Scores  of  similar  illustrations 


of  the  crude  and  iueonvenieut  means  oC  making 
a  living  could  be  given,  hut  the  above  will  suf- 
fice. Aiuid  all  this  the  i)eople  were  happy,  con- 
tenteii  and  sociable.  While  Jt  is  true  that  there 
\«;}V  some  wicked  aud  bad  men  among  them, 
yet  it  is  also  true  that  there  were  never  more 
consistent,  faithful  and  devoted  Christian  i)eo- 
ple  than  among  the  early  pionw'rs.  Society 
was  never  purer,  virtue  never  more  esteemed,  or 
honor  held  nioi-e  sacred  than  among  them.  It 
was  not  then  the  oijjcet  of  every  man  to  get 
rich.  The  six'ial  <|i]nlitics  were  never  more 
highly  cultivated  than  in  those  times.  We  do 
not  mean  the  conventional  follies  and  deceitful 
customs  of  later  times,  but  tnie  and  un- 
unvarnished  social  friendship.  The  ox-wagon 
or  sled  would  l>o  hitched  up  and  the  eiitii^e 
family,  from  the  aged  grandparents  to  the  in- 
fant in  anus,  and  all  the  "intermediate  grades," 
would  pile  into  this  family  coach  and  they 
would  drive  several  miles  [lerhaps  to  "stay  till 
bed  time"  with  some  neighbor,  or  iRThaps  to  re- 
main over  night,  and  at  bed  time  the  floor  of 
the  one  room  would  Ih'  covered  with  "pallets" 
and  all  would  retire,  in  modest  simplicity  and 
tnu'  decorum.  Young  gentlemen  and  ladies, 
these  were  your  ancestors,  who,  amid  all  these 
trials  and  with  nneeasing  toil,  subdued  this 
land  and  laid  the  broad  and  solid  foundation 
for  all  the  untold  bk'ssings.  social,  civil,  educa- 
tional and  religious,  that  you  now  enjoy.  We 
are  not  "building  the  tombs  of  the  prophets," 
i)ut  we  say,  without  fear  of  successful  contra- 
diction, that  no  grander,  truer  or  more  noble 
generation  of  men  and  women  ever  lived  than 
the  [lioncers  of  these  western  states.  They  laid 
the  foundation  of  all  that  \w  &iv  or  can  ever 
hope  to  be,  and  this  fact  should  be  recorded 
and  be  remembered  in  all  the  years  to  come  and 
be  impressed  on  the  minds  of  all  who  are  to 
come  after  us. 


I-IDI'CATION. 

Kducation  is  the  best  protector  of  health. 
the  smirce  of  the  greatest  pnHluction  of  crops, 
the  richest  source  iif  social  enjoyment  and  the 
ehea]ieRt  defense  of  the  nation.  Enlightened 
nations  have  ever  been  struggling  for  educa- 
tion, but  in  the  early  settling  of  tbis^  country 
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the  opportunitifs  of  whication  were  very  poor 
inrleed.  They  wore  as  poor  in  Illinois  as  in  any 
otlier  part  of  the  whole  country  Iwcause  the 
people  were  poor,  tlie  settlements  were  sparse 
and  [jualitied  teachers  were  not  always  at  hand. 
Beside  this,  money  was  so  scarce  that  it  was 
impossible  to  build  8uital)le  sehoolhouses,  hut 
in  tiie  face  of  all  this  the  people  were  deter- 
mined that  their  children  should  not  go  en- 
tirely untaught.  So  eommunities  joined  to- 
gether and  erected  log  houses,  at  central  points. 
in  which  to  have  school.  For  the  benefit  of  this 
and  coming  generations,  let  me  describe  some- 
what in  detail  one  of  these  primitive  schools 
and  I  promise  you  that  T  will  not  overdraw 
the  picture  in  the  least.  The  house  was  built 
of  logs,  generally  nnliewn.  hewn  puncheons 
made  the  floor,  and  the  roof  was  made  of  "clap- 
boards," split  out  of  oak,  laid  on  logs,  and  held 
in  their  place  by  "weight -poles,"  that  is,  logs 
laid  on  the  boards  and  prop|>ed  with  "knees" 
to  keep  them  from  rolling  off.  In  one  end  the 
logs  were  cut  out  for  a  space  of  six  feet,  in 
which  space  a  fireplace  was  eonstruofed  of  mck 
or  dirt,  and  a  chimney  was  built  of  sticks,  plas- 
tered over  with  mud,  called  "cat -and -clay."  On 
one  side,  nearly  the  entire  length  of  the  biiiM- 
ing,  two  logs  were  "halved-out,"  for  a  window 
and  jiist  below  this,  two-inch  auger-holes  were 
bored  and  a  slab  or  plank  was  laid  on  them  for 
a  writing-desk.  At  the  first,  greased  paper 
was  fastened  over  tliis  opening,  in  lieu  of  win- 
dow glass.  The  scats  were  made  of  split  logs, 
smoothed  a  little  on  the  split  side,  and  four 
two-inch  auger-holes  were  bored  into  them  on 
the  rounding  side  and  small  saplings  driven 
into  them,  for  legs.  It  was  very  rare  that  move 
than  three  of  these  legs  toHched  the  floor  at 
once.  There  being  no  backs  to  them  and  they 
being  so  tall,  it  was  a  serious  job  for  a  little 
fellow  to  mount  one  of  them;  it  was  like  a 
tender-foot  tackling  n  bucking  broncho,  and  by 
the  time  the  day  was  over  the  little  fellow  was 
worn  ont  with  the  struggle,  for  schools  "took 
up"  at  8  A.  M.  and  "let  out"  at  '>  P.  M.  The 
hooks  used  were  the  Testament,  the  Eiisriisli 
Reader,  or  Pleasing  Companion,  Pike's  Arith- 
metic. Murray's  or  Kirkhani's  firainmar  and 
the  old  blue-haeked  spelling  book.  Most  be- 
ginners   were     furnished     a    "horn-l)0'>k" — a 


wooden  paddle  with  the  alphabet  pasted  on  it. 
The  aspiring  teacher  visited  the  families  in  a 
given  neighborhood  with  a  subscription  paper, 
which  usually  began :  "This  article  of  agree- 
ment,  entered   into   this   day   between   A 

B ,  party  of  the  first  part  and  the  annexed 

subscribers  of  the  second  part,  witnesseth.  The 
said  party  of  the  first  part  proposes  teaching 
a  common  school  for  the  term  of  one  (juarter, 
or  60  days,  etc.,  etc."  Then  the  branches  to 
he  taught  were  named,  the  price,  two  dollars 
per  term,  and  other  requirements  on  the  part 
of  the  patrons  were  named,  and  the  deed  was 
done.  It  took  a  year  for  a  child  to  learn  the 
alphal)et;  they  first  taught  the  child  to  repeat 
the  letters  by  rote  and  to  recognize  them  at 
sight:  then  they  began  to  spell,  ab.  eb,  ih.  oh. 
ub,  then  ba.  he,  hi,  bo,  bu,  by.  But  arithmetic 
was  well  taught  as  was  grammar.  The  games 
and  amusements  were  much  tlie  same  then  as 
they  are  now.  The  Ijoys  knew  nothing  then  of 
townball,  baseball  or  football  as  it  is  played 
now,  hut  they  had  one  game  of  ball  which,  for 
real  fun,  skill  and  healthful  exercise,  was  su- 
perior to  any  of  the  hall  games  of  the  present 
day.  They  called  it  "bul!-]>en."  Running, 
jumping  and  wrestling  were  sports  which  were 
engaged  in  every  noon,  with  a  zest  and  earnest- 
ness which  sent  the  rich  young  blood  bounding 
through  the  veins,  like  an  electric  current. 
One  branch  was  taught  with  better  praet'cal 
results  than  it  is  at  the  present  time,  notwith- 
standing our  increased  facilities  and  advant- 
age's. That  branch  is  spelling.  It  is  not  be- 
cause of  any  lack  of  opportunities,  but  Itecause 
more  pride  was  taken  in  spelling  and  because 
more  attention  was  given  to  it.  The  sessions, 
both  in  the  forenoon  and  afternoon,  were 
closed  by  the  entire  school  lined  up  and  en- 
gaging in  a  spelling-lesson.  On  Friday  after- 
noons the  school  would  select  two  captains  and 
they  would  cast  lot  for  first  choice  and  then 
choose  alternately,  until  all  were  chosen.  Then 
two  came  on  the  floor  and  when  one  missed  a 
word  and  the  other  s])elied  it,  the  defeated  one 
went  to  his  scat  and  the  next  on  his  side  took 
his  |>lace.  and  so  on  till  one  side  was  defeated. 
in  the  winter  season  they  had  .'Spelling  schools 
at  night,  one  a  week.  By  these  methods  great 
enthusiasm  was  aroused,  and  as  a  result  a  great 
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uiiirn-  bovs  and  girls  boL-ame  most  excellent 
sjK'litTs.  Among  the  early  teachers  of  Mpnard 
county  were  many  men  of  no  mean  gifts  and 
among  the  last  of  the  teachers  under  the  old 
iiulisi-riiilion  plan,  may  be  mentioned,  with 
honor,  Jlinter  Graham,  John  Tice,  Clayborn 
Hall  and  Augustus  K.  Kiggin.  (See  History 
-Menard  county,  pp.  252-4.)  After  the  intro- 
duction of  our  new  and  admirable  system  of 
pulilic  schools,  the  work  of  education  advanced 
very  ra|)idly.  The  county  never  had  a  teach- 
ers' inslitutc  or  county  normal  till  the  summer 
of  18"f,  when  it  enrolled  about  forty  pupils 
,ind  coDtinited  for  a  term  of  six  weeks  and  did 
acadi.'inic  ivork.  These  six-wteki  normals  con- 
tinued for  nine  years,  when  the  term  was 
abridged.  Every  district  in  the  county  has  a 
neat  and  comfortable  schoolhouse,  employs 
first  cla.«.-i  teachers  and  continues  the  school 
fri'm  -*'vt'n  to  nine  months.  Let  us  look  at 
Miuic  !ii;iti--itics:  There  are  in  the  county: 
iiinles.  under  twenty-one  years  of  age,  three 
thousand  one  hundred  and  nineteen;  females, 
Iwo  thoHsand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-four; 
lolal,  six  thousand  and  forty-thrw.  Between 
si\  and  twenty-one:  males,  two  thousand  two 
hundred  and  twenty-two;  females,  two  thou- 
Mind  an<l  ninety-four;  total,  four  thousand 
three  hundred  and  sixteen.  Number  of  graded 
schools,  eleven;  ungraded,  forty-nine;  total, 
iii.xty.  Number  of  rooms  used  in  graded 
scJuKils.  Hiirty-eight ;  rooms  in  ungraded 
sT'liools,  forty-nine;  total,  eighty-seven.  Total 
number  of  days  attended,  four  hundred  and 
eleven  thousand  two  hundrt'd  and  fifty-five. 
.\verage  wages  paid  to  male  teachers,  si.xtv- 
eight  dollars  and  eighty-eight  cents ;  to  females, 
forty-fivo  dollars  and  twenty-one  cents;  whole 
amount  paid  to  teachers,  thirty-seven  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  five  dollars  and  thirty-seven 
iciiis.  Whole  amount  expended  for  schools, 
eighty-eight  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty- 
seven  dollars  and  fifty  cents.  The  city  of 
Petersburg  is  now  (August,  I!>04)  expending 
eighteen  thousand  dollars  on  a  new  high-school 
building,  with  every  modern  appliance,  con- 
venience and  comfort,  and  it  is  to  he  hoped  that 
such  wisdom  and  care  will  be  used  by  the  peo- 
ple in  selecting  a  school  board  that  this  great 
expenditure  will   not  lie  lost.     Buildings   and 


furniture  and  a])paratus  are  essentials,  but  the 
item  above  all  others  is  a  teacher  with  com- 
mon-sense, education  and  "up-to-date."  We 
have  the  buildings,  the  apparatus,  the  ambition, 
and  our  children  have  the  brains;  will  we  give 
them  the  best  directing  power?  Menard  was 
the  fourth  county  in  the  state  to  adopt  a  course 
of  study — ^"the  teachers  went  down  into  their 
pockets  and  paid  for  it,"  The  "State  Course 
of  Study"  has  now  become  so  perfected  that 
the  work  of  the  whole  comity  can  be  sys- 
tematized and  perfected  in  such  way  as  to  have 
ail  the  schools  do  the  same  work  and  do  it  in 
the  same  way.  If  parents  will  give  their 
earnest  co-o[H'ration  to  the  officers  and  teach- 
ers, no  dirticiilty  will  lie  experienced  in  making 
the  schools  all  that  wo  could  desire  them  to 
he.  We  will  give  a  brief  account  of  the  Peters- 
burg school.  After  laborious  and  painstaking 
search.  \vr  find  it  a  settled  fact  that  Charles  B. 
Waldo,  a  brother-in-law  of  John  Bennett,  Ks'j.. 
mentioned  as  one  of  the  early  s<'ttlers  and  busi- 
ncjis  men  of  the  town,  was  the  teacher  of  the 
first  school  in  Petersburg.  This  was  in  1H37 
and  it  was  taught  in  a  log  caliin  in  the  south 
part  of  the  town.  .\  year  or  two  after  this,  a 
.iniall  frame  schoolhouse  was  put  up  west  of 
the  town,  on  the  brow  of  the  hill,  near  the 
"old  I*r.  Allen  place."  It  stood  out  in  the 
brush,  with  a  winding  path  leading  to  it.  In 
this  primitive  temple  of  learning  the  youth  of 
the  period  laid  the  foundation  and  learned — 
to  shoot  paper  wads — until  1855,  when  the  town 
purchased  a  building  from  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, which  they  had  used  as  a  hall,  and 
changed  it  into  a  schoolhouse,  and  in  it  opened 
a  free  school,  flinging  its  doors  open  to  all, 
rich  and  pitor  alike.  It  seems  somewhat 
strange,  but  it  is  absolutely  true,  that  although 
the  conunon  school  law  was  passeti  in  184'!'  the 
first  free  school  in  this  place  was  not  taught 
till  ISS-j.  I'p  to  this  time  the  old  subscrip- 
tion schools  were  the  only  kind  in  Petersburg. 
About  the  year  1845  or  ISlfi  the  Masons  started 
a  school  in  the  lower  story  of  their  hall  for  the 
benefit  of  their  children  and  engaged  W.  A, 
Dickey  as  teacher.  The  attendance  was  not 
limited  to  their  own  children,  others  being 
admitted  upon  certain  conditions.  This  con- 
tinued  until   it  was  bought  by   the  iown,  as 
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Dotici'd  aliovt.  After  its  purchase  an  addition 
was  built  to  it,  making  a  large  and  commodiouB 
sdiooi  Iniildin^'.  wliioli  answered  all  the  needs 
of  the  town  till  1874,  when  the  present  third 
ward  school  building  was  begun.  This  was 
pushed  with  such  energy  that  hy  February, 
1S75,  it  was  ready  for  use.  This  is  a  brick 
Imilding,  of  six  rooms,  with  modern  ventila- 
tion, heating,  etc.  It  was  built  at  a  cost  of 
ten  thousand  dollars.  The  first  free  school 
was  taught  by  Judge  J.  H.  Pitlsbur}-,  in  1855 
and  ]85C.  The  following  is  a  list  of  principals, 
in  regular  rotation,  from  Pillsbury  down: 
J.  H.  Pillsburj',  1855-5C;  John  Uorsey.  1856- 
:>7;  Edward  Laning,  lH5r-56;  J.  H.  Best, 
1H58  to  1860;  A.  Bixby,  1860-61;  W.  Taylor, 
lSlil-6:;;  Edward  Laning,  18G2-(;3;  M.  P. 
Hartley,  186;(-64;  \V.  Taylor,  1864-65;  C.  E. 
McDongall,  1865-G6;  J.  A.  Pinkeiton  and  J. 
U.  Pillsbury,  18G6-67;  W.  H.  Berry,  1867-69; 
0.  H.  Crundall.  186i)-70;  Professor  Mayfietd, 
1K70-71:  il.  C.  Connelly,  1871-76;  C.  L.  Hat- 
field, 1876-77;  J.  A.  Johnson,  1877-78;  M.  C. 
Connelly,  1878-7S);  then  came  Briggs,  MeBride, 
Frank  Ilall,  Jlannix,  Perrin,  Jlookor  and  tiien 
the  present  principal,  or  rather  superintendent, 
II.  K.  Waits.  Mr,  Waits  liegan  his  work  here 
last  September  and  is  offered  as  fine  an  oppor- 
tunity as  any  man  ever  had  to  prove  his  ability. 
For  ft  numlier  of  years  past  the  school  has  been 
in  a  sad  stale  of  decline,  having  fallen  into 
ruts  of  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago.  We  spend 
money  enough  and  have  a  patronage  which,  not 
only  in  nuinl)ers  but  also  in  ability,  is  e<pial  to 
any  anywhere  and  we  have  a  right  to  demand 
the  best  in  our  schools.  We  want  men  and 
women  of  natural  ability  and  educational  train- 
ing to  conduct  our  schools.  There  is  a  popular 
custom,  found  almost  everywhere,  that  is  a 
great  detriment  to  our  schools,  and  that  is  the 
custom  of  employing  "home  talent."  It  is  all 
right  to  employ  home  teachers,  provided  they 
are  as  well  qualified  in  every  way  as  any  others, 
I)ut  wc  cannot  afford  nor  can  our  children 
afford  to  have  our  school  system  made  a  'chari- 
table institution."  Our  children  have  but  one 
time,  of  a  few  years,  to  prepare  for  the  work 
of  life.  Directors  and  patrons  should  appre- 
ciate this  fact  and  secure  the  best  opportuni- 
ties   for  them   that   can  be  had.     The   people 


should  exercise  the  greatest  care  in  the  elec- 
tion of  school  hoards,  as  only  a  few  men  are 
adapted  to  the  work  that  they  have  to  do. 

About  1S!)0  or  1891  a  new  and  modern 
schoolhouse  was  built  in  the  first  ward.  This 
is  a  brick  building,  with  all  modern  appliances, 
having  seven  rooms,  furnace,  etc.  It  cost  about 
twelve  thousand  dollars.  A  high  school,  with 
primary  room,  library  room,  etc.  was  built  some 
years  as^o,  at  a  cost  of  four  thousand  dollars, 
i)ut  thii  was  torn  away  in  the  spring  of  1904 
to  give  place  to  the  new  high  school  building, 
which  will  he  occupied  the  first  of  January, 
I'M-}.  This  house  cost  eighteen  thousand  dol- 
lars and  is  u|)  to  date  iu  every  feature.  Be- 
side the  class-rooms,  cloak-rooms,  etc.,  it  has  a 
gjninasium  for  boyri  and  one  for  girls,  labora- 
tory, and  in  fact  everything  that  could  be  de- 
sired in  a  perfect  sehool-building.  Will  wr 
now  have  a  scliooi  such  as  the  town  has  a  right 
to  demand?  It  is  now  "up  to"  the  board  and 
the  superintendent  to  decide  this  matter. 

We  have  in  Menard  county  four  towns  Ihat 
have  a  regular  high-sehool  course  of  three  or 
four  years.  These  are  Petersburg,  Athens, 
Greenvicw  and  Tallula;  and  several  which 
teach  the  high-school  branches,  iHit  what  we 
need  most  is  a  system  of  township  high-schools. 
Th'i  condunation  of  country  schools  is  the 
rational  solution  of  the  rural  school  question. 
Let  j'our  or  mor<!  districts  l>e  consolidated  inio 
one,  building  a  large  sehoiilhouse  in  a  central 
place,  and  the  problem  is  solved.  By  doing 
this  tiie  school  can  be  graded  in  such  a  way  that 
no  teacher  will  have  more  than  half,  one  third 
or  one  fourth  as  many  grades  as  the  country 
teacher  now  has.  In  this  way  each  teacher  will 
he  able  to  care  for  more  than  twice  as  many 
pupils  as  under  the  present  method  and  will 
he  able  to  do  the  work  nmcii  better.  This 
would  reduce  the  number  of  teachers,  at  least 
one  half,  or  more,  and  the  number  of  rooms 
the  same,  thus  reducing  the  running  expenses 
at  least  one  half.  The  matter  of  difficulty  of 
attendance,  on  account  of  the  increased  dis- 
tance that  some  will  lie  obliged  to  go,  is  the 
chief  and,  in  fact,  almost  the  only  argument 
against  it.  but  this  has  been  tried  in  many 
places  and  found  to  he  a  very  weak  objection. 
It  is  a  fact  that,  as  a  rule,  tlw  pugil^  fjiftljest 
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from  tUf  sichoolhoiisi'  nre  tardy  and  al>sent  the 
least.  Wlicrc  [nijiil.-i  aro  near  the  school  no 
provisions  are  mjule  to  "t-t  thoiu  tliere,  while 
in  cases  where  they  are  a  distance  away  pro- 
visions are  nia<1c  and,  as  a  result,  they  attend 
regularly.  This  plan,  instead  of  incit^asing 
the  expenses  of  the  schools  over  what  they  are 
under  the  jiresent  system,  would  materially  re- 
duee  them.  But  suppose  it  increased  tliem 
twenty-five  or  fifty  per  cent,  it  would  still  he 
a  saving  to  the  public  in  general,  heeausc  the 
majority  of  parents,  at  this  time,  desire  to 
give  their  children  a  high-school  course,  at 
least,  as  their  entin'  education  or  to  prepare 
them  for  college.  When  we  take  into  consid- 
eration the  amount  of  money  spent  by  the 
farmers,  in  Iward  and  tuition,  in  scndinj;  their 
children  to  higii-school,  and  then  refle<-t  that 
this  can  be  done  at  home,  by  the  proposed  sys- 
tem, we  are  able  to  see  wiiat  an  immense  saving 
tliere  would  be  in  it.  Township  high-schools 
are  coining  and  tlicy  aro  coming  to  stay,  and 
the  sooner  we  prcjiare  for  tlieni  the  better  off 
we  wi]  I  be.  Before  school  boards  sjiend  any 
more  money  in  huildintr  new  sehoolhoust's  or 
in  repairing  old  ones,  they  bad  better  weigh 
this  matter  and  act  the  part  of  wisdom  and 
economy.  The  time  has  come  for  the  people 
to  exercise  common  sense  in  respect  to  this 
(juesfion.  We  spend  millions  of  dollars  every 
year  in  this  matter  of  ediu'ation ;  why  not 
economise  and  get  all  the  good  for  our  money 
that  we  can.  It  is  within  our  reach  to  place 
within  tlie  grasp  of  every  hoy  and  girl  of  the 
land,  the  means  of  securing  an  academic  educa- 
tion. There  are  scattered  all  over  this  country 
thousands  of  poor  Iwys  and  girls  who  long  and 
hunger  for  an  education:  boys  and  girls  who, 
if  they  bad  the  op[K)rtunity,  would  mak:!  their 
mark  in  the  world;  and  shall  we  not  place  this 
twon  within  their  reach?  How  many  Kdisons 
and  Teslas  and  Darwins  and  Agassiz  in  em- 
bryo are  strvlching  out  their  hands  to  us  and 
pleading  for  the  op|tortimity  to  succeed  !  Shall 
we  not  hei'd  thi>  calK' 

in  ]S70  the  public  schools,  having  run  down 
or  retrogradi'd,  in  Petersburg,  several  public- 
spirited  citizens  determined  to  provide  some 
letter   educational   advantages   for   the  young 


people  of  the  town.  To  this  end  John  A. 
Brahm.  Isaac  White,  H,  W,  Montgomery.  David 
Fraekelton.  .1.  M.  Rohbins  and  B.  F.  Mont- 
gomery foruu'd  a  joint-stock  company  and 
ei-eeted  a  building  on  the  hill,  some  half  mile 
west  of  the  public  square,  for  the  juirpose  of 
having  a  "good  school."  The  building  cost 
three  tlioirsaud  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
and  Ihe  school  was  opened  iindi  r  the  name  of 
"'The  Petersburg  Seminary."  .\s  seen  from 
the  alHJve  facts,  it  was  a  private  and  individual 
enterprise  and  the  rate  charged  was  thirty-six 
dollars  per  jmpil.  for  a  term  of  nine  months. 
The  first  year  of  the  new  seminary,  W.  S.  Ben- 
nett and  Miss  M.  A.  Campbell  were  employed 
as  teachers.  The  patronage  was  not  what  the 
projectors  bad  hoped  for  but  they  continued 
to  eonduel  the  institution.  The  second  year 
1).  M.  Bone  and  Miss  SI.  P.  liainey  were  the 
teuciiers.  l,et  me  reunirk  j'usi  licri',  jiarenthct- 
icaily,  as  a  matter  of  deep  interest  to  all  our 
lady  n-aders,  and  especially  the  "schooi- 
uiarnis."  that  both  of  these  prinei|)als  uuirried 
the  assistants.  Wiictlicr  this  fact  hst  to  the 
position  of  assistant  iieing  niiicb  soiigiit  after 
by  youug  lady  teachers  or  not  we  are  not  in- 
formul.  but  there  was  no  trouble  in  securing 
lady  teachers  after  this.  This  seminary  wai 
continued  for  two  more  years  and  tlien  the  en- 
terprise \\a^  aiiandoncd.  Whether  the  in- 
erea-;ed  cHiciency  of  the  jiublic  schools  was  the 
cause  of  this  or  not  we  cannot  say,  but  at  any 
rate  the  school  closed.  The  directors  sold  the 
building,  which  has  ever  since  l)een  used  as  a 
dwelling  hous<',  and  Mrs.  Hachel  Fraekelton 
bought  the  ground  and  erected  a  residence 
upon  it.  This  is  the  only  elTiirt  ever  made  in 
the  county  to  lucild  up  a  school  of  a  higher 
grade,  except  tbi'  luu-  at  Indian  Point.  Xearly, 
or  cpiite  iifty  years  ago  an  academy  was  or- 
ganized at  that  jibice.  which  was  very  sueecss- 
fiil  for  a  number  of  years.  Rev.  A.  J.  Strain 
was  principal  of  that  school  and  it  was  well  at- 
tended and  the  work  done  would  compare  fa- 
vorably with  the  work  of  any  school,  of  similar 
grade,  in  the  countn,',  but  after  a  few  years  it 
went  down  and  since  that  time  the  two  rooms 
of  the  building  have  been  occupied  by  the  dis- 
trict, which  employs  two  teachers  all  the  time.^I,, 
'     ^  Dig:izcdbvVJit.H>glC 
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Some  misfortunes  hav«  eoini;  to  school  Imilil- 
ings  in  Menard  county  in  the  last  year  but 
they  have  proved  blessings  in  the  end.  During 
the  winter  of  1903-0-1  the  schoolhouse  at 
Athens  burned  to  the  ground,  destroying  the 
furnitirre  and  books,  nia])s,  etc.  They,  how- 
ever, had  a  fair  amount  of  insurance  and  at 
once  iiropared  to  rebuild.  Tlicy  oi)ened  the  Xew 
Year,  1905.  in  one  of  the  most  commodious, 
convenient  and  up-to-date  buildings  in  the 
entire  county.  The  building  burned  was  get- 
ting old  and  was  somewhat  old-fashioned  any 
way.  so  that  getting  tlie  insurance,  and  adding 
a  comparatively  small  amount,  they  have  a 
new  and  modem  Imilding,  which  they  would 
have  been  obliged  to  build  within  a  short 
time. 

Tallula  added  two  most  elegant  rooms  to 
their  already  eonnnodious  ijuilding  in  the  fall 
of  1!)04.  The  rooms  adde<i  are  absolutely  p'*'.- 
feet,  so  far  as  light,  ventilation  and  comfort 
are  concerned.  It  cost  considerable  money  but 
it  will  he  a  paying  investment  in  the  long 
run. 

Oakford,  also,  felt  the  educational  inspira- 
tion and  added  two  rooms  to  kx  already  com- 
fortable sehoolhousc.  In  fact  all  over  the  coun- 
ty the  spirit  of  improvement  in  educational 
advantages  has  been  felt  and  results  are  visible 
on  every  hand.  Petersburg,  witii  her  new 
eighteen  thousand  dollar  high  school  building, 
with  gymnasium,  taiioratory.  library,  etc.,  and 
a  score  of  other  cvidenws  of  advancement,  tells 
the  trend  of  public  feeling.  Will  not  the  peo- 
ple arouse  to  a  sense  of  their  nwds  and  their 
opportunities  and  at  once  liegin  to  agitate  the 
question  of  township  high  schools  or  of  neigh- 
borhood high  sdiools,  it  d(M»  not  matter  which? 
Districts  have  the  right  under  the  law  to  com- 
bine in  any  way  that  they  jdease,  for  the  good 
of  the  schools.  Four,  si.\,  or  any  number  of 
schools  may  combine,  that  may  see  fit.  under 
the  township  high  school  law  or  under  the 
general  school  law,  and  the  directors  have  the 
right  to  dictate  the  branches  that  they  wish 
taught.  Distance  is  the  only  argument  against 
this,  and  this  will  disappear  when  it  is  care- 
fully investigated  and  imjiiirod  into. 


EARLY  CHURCHES. 

Xotwitiistanding  all  the  toils  and  trials  in- 
cident to  t!ie  settlement  of  a  new  country,  and 
many  rough  and  vicious  men  who  eome  into 
them,  it  is  a  fact  that  the  teachings  of  the 
Christian  religion  were  felt  and  realized  in 
the  most  remote  and  sparsely  si'ttled  settle- 
ments. What  a  rebuke,  too,  is  given  to  the 
ministers  of  the  present  time,  by  the  self- 
sacrificing  devotion  and  arduous  toil  of  those 
men  who  first  planted  the  standard  of  the  Cross 
of  Christ  in  the  sparsely  settled  frontiers  of 
the  west.  Withont  the  most  remote  lm|Je  of  any 
temporal  remuneration,  exposed  to  danger  and 
disease,  subject  to  the  seven-st  trials  and  moat 
painful  privations,  they  went  out,  foregoing 
all  the  joys  of  home  and  the  society  of  loved 
ones,  to  iw  instrumental  in  the  advancement  of 
the  truth  and  the  salvation  of  men.  Often  the 
pioneer  preacher,  with  no  companion  but  the 
horse  lie  rode,  would  start  across  the  widi- 
prairies,  with  no  guide  but  the  knowledge  he 
had  of  the  cardinal  points,  or  perhaps  a  point 
of  timber  scarcely  visiltle  in  the  dim  and  hazy 
distance,  and,  reaching  the  desired  settlement, 
would  present  the  claims  of  the  Gospel  to  the 
few  assciidded  hearers,  after  the  toilsome  and 
lonely  day's  journey;  then  after  a  night  of  rest 
in  the  humble  cabin  and  partaking  of  the  sim- 
ple nu'al,  he  again  enters  upon  the  journey  of 
the  day.  to  preach  again  at  a  distant  point. 
Thus  the  "circuit"  of  hundreds  of  miles  was 
traveled  month  after  month;  and  to  these  men 
we  owe  the  planting  of  churches  all  over  the 
land,  and  the  hallowed  influence  of  religion  as 
SI  en  and  felt  in  society  everywhere.  .\t  this 
late  day  it  is  impossible  to  learn  who  was  the 
first  minister  who  visited  the  territory  now 
embraced  in  Ifenard  county.  This  honor  is 
claimed  for  at  least  a  dozen  different  individu- 
als, and  three  or  four  different  denominations 
lay  claim  to  the  honor  of  being  first  to  be 
represented  by  a  minister  here.  Thei-e  were 
at  least  five  denominations  that  were  repre- 
sented by  ministers  coming  here  in  a  very  early 
day.  These  were  the  Regular.  Hard-Shell  or 
Calviiiistic  Bajitists,  the  Separate  (now  Mis- 
sionary) Baptists:  the  Methodists;  the  .\'ew- 
Lights,  afterward   ealli'd   Disciples,   sometimes 
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Presbyterians.     We  will  give  a  very  brief  his- 
tory of  these  P('|Miratt'ly. 

RtXil'LAR    BAI-TISTS. 

These  people,  generally  called  "Hard-Shells," 
liavo  ever  l«>en  anti-missionary,  and  generally 
oii|>ow(l  to  teniije ranee  societi<'!'  and  opposed 
to  ministers  rtieiving  stipulated  salaries,  but 
are  a  trnod  class  of  citizens,  candid  and  reliable, 
while  their  ministers  are  men  of  good  natural 
ability  but  a  majority  of  them  are  unedueatcd. 
Yet  anionjr  them  have  iHH'n  numbered  some  of 
the  great  preachers  of  the  world,  for  example, 
Charles  H.  Spurgeon.  Being  Talvinlsts  of  the 
most  pronounced  type,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered 
at  that  they  believe  that  if  (lod  has  made  it  a 
man's  duty  to  preach.  He  will  enable  him  to  do 
the  work  when  the  time  eonies  without  any 
previoiis  pn'paration  on  hi?  part.  Hence  they 
in  their  preaching  K'*"''  **>  the  jwople  the  truth 
"just  as  (lod  gave  it  to  them."  If  this  be 
true  we  must  say.  and  with  reverence,  that  He 
has  given  them  some  very  strange  messages. 
Very  soon  after  settlements  wcR'  begun  here 
''Regular"  Baptist  preachers  made  their  advent 
also.  Some  affirm  verj-  positively,  that  the 
Regular  Baptist  church  in  the  neighboorhood 
■»f  l^alem  was  organized  l)cfore  the  Baptist 
chunh  at  Clary's  (irove.  (irandniotber  Potter, 
who  was  a  grown  woman,  and  living  within  a 
mill'  of  Salem,  says  that  the  church  was  older 
by  a  year  or  two,  than  that  at  Clary's  (Jrove. 
Btit  the  memory  of  all  others  is  at  variance 
with  hers.  Be  this  as  it  may.  one  thing  is 
true,  that  this  denomination  had  a  ehiiroh  here 
in  n  very  early  day.  Other  societies  were  (ler- 
haps  formed  in  the  county,  but  if  so,  they, 
with  that  of  Salem,  have  long  since  l>ecome  ex- 
tinct, so  that  at  the  present  time  there  is  not,  we 
believe,  an  organization  in  the  county.  But 
there  are  a  number  of  good  and  substantial  men 
of  that  faith,  whose  Christian  life  and  char- 
acter will  compare  favorably  with  any  others, 
still  living  in  the  county.  While  we  would 
not  say  anything  disresj'ectful  or  disparaging 
of  this  venerable  people,  whom  we  respect  and 
honor,  yet  we  cannot  refrain  from  relating  an 
ani-cdote  of  them,  the  truth  of  a  part  of  which, 
at  least,  is  vouched  for.  In  the  palmy  days  of 
Salem   Dr.   Allen  created  quite  an  excitement 


on  the  subject  of  temi)crance  and  many  were 
induced  to  sign  a  pledgi'  of  total  abstinence. 
.\mong  those  signing  the  pledge  was  Jlinter 
Graham,  the  pioneer  teacher  of  the  county,  and 
a  member  of  the  Regular  Baptist  church.  So 
soon  as  this  was  known  to  the  church,  Graham 
WHS  promptly  trie<l  and  as  promptly  turned 
out.  Thus  far  the  story  is  true  to  the  letter. 
But  the  story,  as  popularly  told  at  the  time, 
is  to  the  effect  that  on  the  same  clay  that  'Tncle 
printer"  was  turned  out.  another  brother  was 
tried  for  getting  drunk  and  he  too  was  ex- 
pelled. After  this  an  old  brother  arose  very 
solemnly,  and.  drawing  a  quart  "flask"  from 
his  pocket,  the  bottle  being  about  half  full  of 
whisky,  and  holding  it  steadily  between  his 
eye  and  the  light  and  inclining  his  head  j^ligbt- 
ly  to  one  side,  he  thus  addressed  the  congrega- 
tion; "Brethering,  you  have  turned  one  mem- 
ber out  because  he  would  not  drink  and  an- 
other because  he  got  drunk  and  now  I  want  to 
ask  a  question.  It  is  this:  How  much  of 
the  critter  does  one  have  to  drink  in  order  to 
remain  in  full  fellow.ship  in  this  church?" 
We  arc  not  advised  what  answer  was  given  Jo 
this  question  but  doubtless  there  was  a  medium 
well  defined,  and  understood  by  the  ministry 
if  not  by  the  laity.  This  people  performed  a 
very  important  part  in  the  opening  up  and 
development  of  this  country  and  their  in- 
fluence for  good  is  still  felt  alt  over  this 
section.  Many  men  and  women  of  the  denom- 
ination, among  the  best  citizens  of  the  coun- 
try, are  living  here,  but  not  in  numlnTs  sutli- 
cient  to  orga'nize  societies,  but  adhering  to 
their  faith  they  are  calmly  waiting  the  trans- 
fer to  the  "great  congregation  above." 

MISSIOX.\HY    BAPTISTS. 

As  before  stated,  the  Ba]»tists  were  early  in 
this  field,  but  this  denomination  was  very  much 
divided,  es]ieeially  on  the  subject  of  foreign 
and  domestic  missions.  There  were,  beside  the 
"Hard-Shells"  or  Regular  Bajitists.  the  Sejiar- 
afe  and  United  Baptists,  and  these  were  di- 
vided into  the  missionary  and  anti-missionary 
parties.  The  opposition  to  missions  gradually 
declined  till  long  since  there  ceased  to  be  any 
anti-mission  Baptists  except  the  Hard-Shells, 
Xo  people  can  justly  l)e  said  to  \to  opposed  to 
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inissiona  who  enroll  anioiiji  their  lUfmberB  such 
men  as  the  Judsons.  Clary's  Grove  Baptist 
ehurcii  was  organized  on  Christmas  day,  1824. 
This  was  the  first  church  of  this  dcnoniinatiou 
organized  in  the  county  but  the  burden  of  testi- 
mony is  that  Itoek  Crci'k  Cunilwrlaiid  Presby- 
terian church  is  entitled  to  the  honor  of  being 
the  first  religious  organization  of  any  kind  in 
the  county.  From  Cinry's  Gro^e  radiated  an 
influence  which  makes  it  the  parent  of  that 
denomination  in  all  this  section  of  country. 
The  early  Baptist  preacliers,  like  all  the 
evangelical  preachers  of  tliat  time,  were  earnest, 
devoted  and  self-sacrificing  in  their  labors. 
Baker's  Prairie  I'ongregation  of  Baptists  wat 
organized  in  rather  an  early  day  and  is  still  an 
important  church.  A  Baptist  church  was  or- 
ganized in  Petersburg  soon  after  the  town  wa? 
laid  out,  and  is  still  a  flourishing  congregation. 
New  Hope,  on  Sand  Ridge,  is  one  of  the  old 
Baptist  churches  in  t!ie  county  and  is  doing 
well.  There  was  at  one  time  a  church  in 
Greenview.  but  it  has  gone  down.  They  have 
in  the  county  three  good  brick  buildings  and 
one  frame.  The  venerable  P.  H.  Curry,  after 
over  sixty  years  in  the  ministry  in  this  county- 
is  now  preaching  as  a  missionary  in  Athena 
and  we  hope  will  succeed  in  building  up  a 
church  in  that  place.  The  Baptists  form  an 
important  element  in  society  in  this  county  and 
their  influence  for  good  is  felt  far  and  near. 
Bapti-^it  ministers  are  mentioned  in  other  places 
in  this  work,  in  connection  with  the  various 
settlements,  but  as  there  are  some  of  more 
importance  than  others  we  will  mention  them 
here.  Elder  P.  H.  Curry  is  an  able  and  good 
man  and  has  done  more  for  that  cluirch  than 
any  other  one  man  in  all  this  part  of  Illinois. 
At  over  eighty  years  of  age  he  is  still  at  his 
post,  battling  for  the  right  as  he  sees  it.  Rev. 
William  Goldsby,  who  died  many  years  ago, 
grew  up  in  this  county,  was  converted  here  in 
early  life  and  began  preaching  and  spent  his 
life  in  the  work.  He  was  a  man  of  limited 
education  and  possesKed  of  nothing  briUiant 
intellectually,  but  his  straightforward  integrity, 
unswerving  honesty  and  devoted  piety  gave  him 
a  wonderful  power  for  good  and  while  he  was 
not  regarded  as  an  able  preacher  yet  in  his 
simple  way  he  won  many  to  the  way  of  right- 


eousness, and  will  doubtless  have  many  stars 
in  his  crown  of  rejoicing.  The  Spears,  Hon. 
\y.  T.  Beckman  and  others  were  pillars  in  this 
denomination  and  did  much  for  the  cause  of 
religion  and  morals  in  this  county,  and  are 
doubtless  reaping  their  reward. 

THE    MKTHODIST    Ki'ISC'OP.XL    CllfllCll. 

It  would  seem  eminently  jirojier  to  have 
placed  this  church  first  in  the  history  of 
churches  in  this  ctninty  for  tiiey  are  pre-emi- 
nently a  pioneer  j)eo[)lc.  Its  policy  for  spread- 
ing the  gosjwl  is  juat  exactly  adapted  to  the 
wants  and  needs  of  new  and  sparseiy  settled 
sections  of  country.  The  first  Methodist  that 
ever  settled  in  Illinois  was  Captain  Joseph 
Ogle,  who  came  to  the  state  in  177.").  The  first 
Methodist  preacher  to  come  to  the  state  was 
Rev.  Joseph  T.illard,  who  formed  the  first  so- 
ciety in  the  state.  This  class  was  formed  in 
the  cabin  of  Captain  Ogle,  in'  St.  Clair  county, 
but  the  exact  date  is  not  given.  Sonic  time 
later  Rev.  John  Clark,  who  had  preached  for 
years  in  the  Carolinas.  that  is  from  ITOl  to 
ITEK),  desiring  to  get  away  from  slavery,  wan- 
deri-d  westward  and  was  the  first  to  preach 
Methodism  west  of  the  Mississippi  river,  and 
su'isequently  came  to  Illinois.  Eev.  Hosea 
Riggs  was  the  first  local  preacher  to  settle  in 
the  state.  The  first  work  in  the  state,  under 
the  authority  of  conference,  was  in  1803,  when 
liev.  Benjamin  Young  was  appointed  mission- 
ary to  the  territory  of  Illinois  by  the  western 
conference,  holding  its  session  at  Mount  Gen- 
zini,  Kentucky.  In  1S04  he  reported  sixty- 
seven  members  in  the  s^tate.  He  was  a  man 
of  great  zeal  and  energy.  In  1806  Rev.  Jesse 
Walker  came  to  the  state  and  it  was  be  who 
held  the  first  camp-meeting  in  the  state.  .\t 
the  close  of  180G  there  were  two  hundred  and 
eighteen  members  in  the  state.  The  western 
<'onferenct^  inclnded  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Ohio 
and  all  the  northwest.  In  1812  it  was  divided 
and  Tennessee  and  Illinois  formed  a  confer- 
ence. In  1816  the  Missouri  conference  was 
formed  and  Illinois  was  joined  to  it.  In  1824 
Illinois  conference  was  formed,  with  Indiana 
joined  to  it.  In  18:ii  Indiana  was  separated 
from  it.  and  Illinois  formed  a  separate  confer- 
ence. We  have  no  reliable  evidence  as  to  who 
was  the  first  Methodist     preacher  in   Menard 
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t-ounty  but  ivc  do  have  proof  that  as  early  as 
1S20  or  18"il  a  class  was  formed  at  Athena. 
Rev.  James  Stringfield  was  prohably  the  tirst 
Methodist  preacher  in  the  county  and  certainly 
the  first  local  preacher  of  that  faith  to  settle 
here.  In  1821  or  18S2  a  circuit  was  laid  out 
and  Bev.  Isaac  House  was  the  circuit  rider 
and  Rev.  Simms  presiding  elder.  The  Metho- 
dists built  the  first  house  of  worship  that  was 
huilt  in  Menard  county;  it  was  built  on  the 
farm  of  Harry  Rifrfiin.  The  land  was  donated 
hy  Mr.  Eiggin.  to  revert  to  hiin  when  it  ceased 
to  Ije  used  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  was 
given.  It  was  a  neat  hewed  log  house,  twenty- 
two  by  tliirty-six  feet,  and  by  chance  it  had 
glass  windows.  We  say  by  chance  because  it 
was  almost  impossible  to  secure  glass  at  that 
day,  but  Mr.  Riggin  had  brought  a  lot  with 
him  and  donated  enough  for  the  church.  This 
house  served  the  purpose  till  alwut  183!)  or 
1840,  when  it  was  sold  and  became  a  barn  on 
Mr.  Riggin's  farm  and  the  proceeds  were  up- 
plied  on  the  church  huilt  in  Athena  in  1840. 
The  church  has  been  blessed  in  Menard  county 
with  the  labors  of  some  very  able  men.  The 
venerable  Peter  Akers,  D.  D.,  was  presiding 
elder  here  for  some  time  and  Peter  Cartwright 
has  i>reaehed  in  almost  every  gro\c  and  way- 
side in  the  county.  Thechurchhas  now  fiiurgood 
houses  and  four  congregations  in  this  county 
at  the  present  time.  Reminiscences  of  Jleth- 
odist  preaeliers  rush  on  the  mind  hut  if  the 
flood  gate  is  once  opene<l  there  is  no  safe  place 
to  land,  so  we  will  speak  of  but  one  more  man. 
The  portly  figure  and  smiling  face  of  Rev. 
Barrett  rises  up  before  us,  and  with  the  face 
an  interminable  store  of  incidents  rush  ujion 
the  memory.  That  eye,  so  full  of  humor,  looks 
out  on  the  world  no  more;  the  voice,  so  sweet 
in  jicrsiiasion.  so  dire  in  denunciation  and  so 
convincing  in  argument,  is  long  since  silent  in 
death,  but  those  who  knew  him  will  never  for- 
get the  power  of  his  pulpit  efforts  or  the  un- 
rivaled point  and  potency  of  his  witticisms. 
Always  and  everywhere  a  zealous  Christian 
gentleman  and  devoted  minister,  yet  he  saw  the 
ludicrous  side  of  things  and  he  had  the  gift  of 
leading  others,  to  see  it  also.  Sometimes, 
though  not  often,  this  characteristic  of  the  man 
would  manifest  itself  in  the  pulpit  and  when 


it  did  the  house  was  "l)rought  down."  Pardon 
one  illustration  of  the  man;  a  story  that  is 
absolutely  true  and  told  without  exaggeration. 
Mr.  Barrett  was  a  plain  western  man,  used  to 
western  habits  and  customs.  He  was  also 
blessed  with  a  powerful  physical  constitution 
and,  being  a  man  of  very  active  habits,  hia  na- 
ture demanded,  and  he  relished  most  heartily, 
good,  plain,  wholesome  food.  .\t  one  time  he 
was  on  a  circuit  in  which  one  of  the  preaching 
points  was  in  a  settlement  of  Xcw  England 
peoi»le  and  most  of  the  members  were  Yankees. 
Of  course  their  manners  were  very  unlike  his, 
and  especially  in  the  matter  of  diet  they  were 
totally  unlike.  In  that  early  day  sweetmeats 
were  scarce  and  those  Eastern  people  had  no 
idea  of  eating  meat  like  the  Westerners.  They 
lived  ahuost  entirely  without  moat,  and  the 
inevitable  punipkin-pic  was  a  standard  part  of 
their  living,  csjiecially  in  the  fall  and  winter 
season.  Brother  Barrett  visited  almost  every 
house  hut  it  was  everywhere  the  same — the 
pumpkin  pie  confronted  him  wherever  he  went. 
At  last,  almost  starving,  he  hinted  very  broad- 
ly that  he  wanted  meat,  hut  to  no  avail.  Final- 
ly on  Sunday  morning,  at  the  quarterly  meet- 
ing, when  the  Presiding  Elder  was  present,  he 
determined  to  present  his  ease  to  the  Lonl  in 
prayer.  A  large  audience  had  assembled  and 
Brother  Barrett  offered  the  opening  prayer. 
After  addressing  the  throne  of  grace  for  a 
time  he  went  on:  "0  Ivord,  we  thank  Thee 
for  this  good  land,  for  this  productive  soil  and 
for  sunshine  and  shower.  And  we  pray  Thee, 
0  Lord,  if  Thou  canst  bless  under  the  Gospel 
what  Thou  didst  curse  under  the  Law,  that 
Thou  wouldst  bless  the  hogs.  Oh,  may  they 
fatten  and  thrive;  and  do  Thou  send  abundant 
crops  of  corn  that  they  may  be  made  fat,  that 
Thy  servants  may  have  meat  to  eat.  that  they 
may  grow  strong  to  serve  Thee  and  do  Thy 
wilL  But  Oh,  Lord,  we  pray  Thee  to  blight 
the  pumpkin  crop.  Send  blasting  and  mildew 
on  every  sprout  and  vine,  for  Thou  knowest 
we  can  not  serve  Thee  on  the  strength  they 
give."  He  then  went  on,  closed  his  prayer, 
and  the  service;  and  we  may  say  that  Brother 
Barrett  had  meat  to  eat  after  that.  This  story 
is  literally  true.  Mr.  Barrett  lived  and  con- 
tinuif!  to  ])reaeh  till  some  time  in  1878,  and 
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ill  that  yuar  lie  was  living  in  Jacksonville,  and 
went  up  to  Urigg's  Chapul,  in  Cass  county, 
Hii  preaL-hed  morning  and  evening  and  then 
went  home  with  a  friend  and  retired  in  ap- 
parently perfect  liealth.  The  next  morning  he 
was  found  cold  in  death.  Thus  closed  the  life 
of  this  strong,  devoted,  successful,  but  eccentric 
servant  of  (iod.  The  Methodist  Episcopal 
churcli  lias  had  a  great  many  able,  devoted  and 
faithful  ministers  who  have  labored  in  this 
county  and  this  great  church  is  doing  its  part 
of  the  work  here, 

CCMUERLAND  PRHSBYTEKIAN, 

.■\bout  the  year  1800  the  spiritual  condition 
of  the  church  all  over  the  south  was  very  low. 
For  malice  was  about  all  there  was  in  the 
church,  especially  the  Presltyterian  church  in 
the  south.  That  church,  lieing  Calvimstic  to 
the  last  degree,  awaited  the  "election  of  grace" 
to  do  the  work,  instead  of  urging  men  to  use 
their  free  agency  in  seeking  the  way  of  life. 
A  prominent  elder  of  the  church  in  that  day 
said  that  he  sat  under  the  ministry  of  an  able 
Doctor  of  Divinity  for  twenty  years,  and  never 
in  all  that  time  heard  him  mention  the  agency 
of  the  Holy  Sj»irit  in  the  work  of  regeneration. 
About  this  time  Rev.  James  McGready,  who 
had  been  preaching  for  several  years,  was  acci- 
dentally aroused  to  a  realization  of  his  condi- 
tion and  was  powerfully  converted  to  God.  He 
was  a  man  of  finishi'd  education  and  of  great 
natural  ahilily  and  after  his  conversion  he 
began  to  appeal  to  a  dead  and  lifeless  clinreh. 
The  residt  was  wonderful.  A  great  revival 
swept  all  over  the  south  and  thousands  were 
|H»werfully  c-onverted.  The  church  was  di- 
vided into  a  revival  and  anti-revival  party. 
The  revival  party  coirld  not  accept  the  West- 
niiuiiter  Confession  of  Faith,  believing  that  it 
taught  the  dwtrine  of  fatality.  The  Calvin- 
ists  were  the  anti-revival  party  and  tJiey  charged 
the  revivali.-itrt  with  being  Arminian  in  faith, 
bnt  this  they  most  vehemently  denied,  claim- 
ing to  be  neither  Arminian  nor  Calvinist. 

Out  of  this  revival  the  Cumberland  Presby- 
terian church  was  l)orn.  They  have  always 
claimed  to  occupy  a  clearly  define<l  medium 
gnmnd  k-tween  Calvinism  and  Arniin'anisin. 
Their   first    theological    piihlieation    was   called 


the  "Theological  Medium,"  and  it  was  set  for 
the  defense  of  this  position,  denying  every  one 
of  the  distinctive  doctrines  of  each.  Whoever 
charges  this  church  with  being  Calvinistic  or 
.\rniinian  docs  it  through  ignorance  or  preju- 
dice. They  do  not  accept  a  single  one  of  the 
live  points  of  Calvinism,  as  they  teach  them, 
and  they  as  strongly  repudiate  the  distinctive 
doctrines  of  .\rniinius.  Calvin  says,  election 
from  eternity ;  Arminius  saj's,  election  at  death ; 
they  say,  election  at  conversion.  Calvin  says, 
salvation  possible  to  a  part,  and  certain  to  the 
elect;  .■Vmiinius  says,  salvation  possible  to  all, 
but  certain  to  none;  they  say,  salvation  possi- 
ble to  all,  and  certain  to  the  believer.  This 
church  was  organizetl  on  tlie  4tli  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1810,  in  Tennessee.  Hence  it  is  not 
(o  he  e.vpeeted  that  it  had  spread  very  far,  as 
early  as  the  first  settling  of  this  county  in 
1S1»  and  185>0,  especially  when  we  rememlier 
that  it  had  its  origin  as  far  south  as  the  south- 
i-ast  part  of  Tenness<'e,  It  is  true,  however, 
notwithstanding  this  fact,  that  ministers  of  this 
denomination  found  their  way  here  before  the 
church  was  fifteen  years  old.  The  first  Cum- 
berland Presbyterian  minister  to  visit  this  part 
of  this  state  was  the  Rev.  John  McCutehen 
Berry,  He  was  born  in  the  Old  Dominion 
March  2'i,  1788.  His  education  was  limited. 
When  twenty-two  years  of  age  he  made  a  pro- 
fession of  religion  and  joined  the  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  church.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the 
war  of  1S12  and  participated  in  the  battle  of 
Kew  Orleans.  The  I^gan  Presbytery  licensed 
him  to  preach  in  1819,  and  in  \H'i'i  he  was  or- 
dained by  the  same  body.  He  removed  to  In- 
diana in  1820  but  leturncd  to  Tennessee  for 
ordination.  Soon  after  his  ordination  he  eame 
to  Illinois  and  settled  in  the  limits  of  JEenard 
county,  on  Rock  creek,  near  wh<Te  the  Cum- 
berland Presbyterian  church  there  stands. 
This  sectiim  of  the  state  was  then  in  the  bounds 
of  the  Illinois  Presbytery  and  so  remained  till 
the  si>ring  of  182«.  Some  years  before  this 
Mr.  Berry  had  organized  the  Sugar  Creek 
church,  some  ten  niilcs  south  of  Springfield. 
By  order  of  the  Cumberland  synod  (for  the 
general  assembly  was  not  yet  formed)  the  San- 
gamon presbytery  of  the  Cumlwrland  Presby- 
ti'rian  church  was  organized  at  Sugar  cre<'k.  on 
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thi;  ^Oth  day  of  April  18:^9,  at  the  home  of 
\ViiIiaiii  Dreniion.  The  ministers  forming  the 
[.resbytery  wen'  Itevs.  John  M.  Berry,  Gilbert 
Dodds,  Thoinaw  CamplH'U,  David  Foster  and 
John  Porter,  Mr.  Berry  being  moderator,  and 
Gilbert  Dodds,  clerk.  Mr.  Berry  preached  the 
opening  sermon  from  Matthew  Kvi:15.  The 
elders  present  were  Joseph  Dodds,  from  Sugar 
(.'reek  chureli ;  Jolui  Hamilton,  from  Betliel; 
and  Samuel  Berry,  from  Concord  and  Lebanon. 
As  ^[r.  Berry  was  the  first  Cumberland  Pres- 
byterian preacher  in  this  part  of  the  state,  it 
is  due  to  history  and  to  the  cause  to  say  some- 
thing more  of  him.  As  said  before,  his  edu- 
cation was  limited,  owing  to  the  circumstances 
surrounding  him  when  he  was  young,  but  his 
natural  gifts,  in  every  respect,  were  far  above 
the  average.  He  was  indefiendent  in  his  man- 
ner of  thought,  gentle  and  kind,  hut  uncom- 
promising and  unmerciful  in  his  opposition  to 
everything  that  he  thought  to  be  wrong.  He 
was  charitable  in  his  feelings  to  the  views  of 
others  but  unyielding  in  his  convictions  un- 
til he  was  convinced  by  the  force  of  argimient. 
As  a  speaker,  lie  was  plain,  solemn  and  unas- 
suming, making  no  effort  at  rhetorical  display 
or  dranuitie  effect,  hut  possessing  a  command; 
ing  presence  and  a  voice  full  of  force  and  per- 
simsive  attractiveness  it  is  not  surprising  that 
he  exerted  a  wonderful  powef  over  men. 
Though  usually  full  of  force  and  logic,  yet 
at  times,  when  warmed  and  inspired  by  his 
theme,  he  aro.*!<'  almost  to  subliniity  and  at 
such  times  his  appeals  were  almost  irn-sistible. 
The  method  of  his  argument  was  of  the  clear- 
est and  most  incisive  character,  and  when  fully 
aroused  by  the  importance  of  his  subject  he 
seemed  to  carry  everything  before  him.  Hia 
character  and  the  estimate  in  which  he  was 
held  can  Iw  given  best  by  relating  an  anecdote, 
or  rather  an  incident,  which  occurred  at  an 
early  day  here.  The  reader  is  doubtless  aware 
that  the  lamented  .\braham  Lincoln  was  at 
one  time  engaged  in  selling  groceries  in  old 
Salem.  A  son  of  Rev.  Berry  was,  for  a  time, 
a  partner  of  Mr.  Lincoln  in  this  grocery,  and 
it  is  a  fact,  conceded  by  all,  that  intoxicants 
were  sold  by  them,  as  was  the  case  in  all  gro- 
cery stores  in  those  times.  Be  this  as  it  may, 
the  young  Berry  in  some  way  formed  the  babit 


of  drink,  becoming  a  eoniimied  drunkard  and 
(lying  an  awful  death.  This  was  a  blow  from 
which  tl  L  fati  r  n  er  recovered,  hut  a  deep, 
dark  shalott  vi  \  t  after  to  be  east  over 
him.  It  1]  ar  tl  at  hile  hig  son  was  in  the 
store  at  b  1  i  It  stro  e  in  every  way  that  he 
could  to  d  >*  ua  1  !  i  on  from  a  life  of  in- 
temperan  e  1  ut  n  an.  His  labors,  however, 
were  not  n  a  »&  t  seems,  for  the  council 
given  to  tl  Mtn  1  a  lasting  impression  on 
Mr.  Lincoln.  Years  after  the  close  of  the 
little  grocery  store  at  Salem,  when  Mr.  Lincoln 
had  reached  a  place  of  eminence  in  the  legal 
profession,  a  certain  grog-shop  in  a  community 
was  having  its  usual  bad  influence  and  a  num- 
l>er  of  married  men  were  neglecting  tlieir  homes 
and  tlieir  wives.  These  wives,  seeing  no  other 
way  to  remedy  the  evil,  on  a  certain  occasion 
gathered  together  and  made  a  raid  on  the  vile 
den,  demolishing  the  barrels,  breaking  up  the 
decanters  and  demijohns  and  playing  havoc 
with  things  generally.  For  this  the  ladies 
were  arrested  and  piosecuted.  and  Mr.  Lincoln 
volunteered  his  services  for  their  defens^^  In 
the  midst  of  n  most  (>owerful  argument  on 
the  evils  of  the  use  of  and  the  traffic  in  infox- 
icating  spirits,  while  all  the  crowd  in  the  room 
wro  intensely  interested,  and  many  bathed  in 
tears,  the  speaker  turned,  and  pointing  his 
long,  bony  finger  toward  where  tlie  venerable 
Berry  happened  to  he  standing,  said:  "There 
stands  the  man  who,  years  ago,  was  instru- 
mental in  convincing  mo  of  the  evils  of  traf- 
ficking in  and  using  ardent  spirits.  I  am  glad 
that  I  ever  saw  him.  1  am  glad  that  I  ever 
heard  his  testimony  on  this  terrible  subject." 
This  was  a  higher  honor  than  to  have  been 
made  chief  magistrate  of  the  nation.  Such  an 
encomium  from  such  a  man  speaks  volumes  in 
praise  of  Mr.  Berry's  influence  for  good  and 
unflinching  stand   for  what  is  right. 

Such  is  a  brief  sketch  of  this  jiioneer  Cum- 
berland Presbyterian  preacher  in  this  part  of 
Illinois.  Mr.  Berry  died  as  he  had  lived,  with 
his  armor  on.  He  died  in  Clinton,  DeM'itt 
county,  Hiinois,  in  the  winter  of  IS.'id  or  1K5T, 
where  he  had  livecl  for  a  number  of  years. 
His  early  eti-laborers  were  e<]ually  earnest,  de- 
voted and  pious  in  their  work  for  the  Master, 
and  Dodds,  Campbell  and  others  will  ever  he 
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roini'tiibcrfd  witli  wanuet-t  gratitude  by  the 
pi'ople  of  this  fli'nom illation.  Soiiii'  of  the  olu 
settltTs  are  firm  iu  the  conviction  that  Lebanon 
congregation  of  the  t'linilHTland  Pri'sbyterian 
cbureh  was  the  first  religious  organizalion  in 
tlic  county,  but  after  the  luofit  careful  iiujiiiry 
we  are  eoiiviuced  that  Clary's  Grove  Bajitist 
chiireb  has  a  just  right  to  this  honor.  J.ebanon 
was  organized  in  1H94  or  1S25  and  Concord  a 
year  or  two  later.  There  are  in  the  county, 
at  thiR  writing,  seven  congregations  of  this  de- 
nomination, four  of  whieli  have  regular  pas- 
tors. 

PliKSlJYTKIilAX    C'llfRCH. 

There  is  such  an  abundance  of  literature, 
espcciaily  in  the  line  of  history,  of  tliis  ehureb, 
that  it  is  not  thought  necessary  in  this  place 
to  enter  ujion  an  extended  account.  In  181(j. 
or  as  some  say,  in  1814.  the  Bev.  James  -^^e- 
Gready  organized  the  Shanm  congregation  of 
that  church,  iu  White  connty,  Illinois.  It  was 
under  the  preaching  of  thi.s  same  James  J[e- 
Gn'fldy  in  IHOO  that  the  great  revival  began  in 
the  south,  that  swept  all  over  that  part  of  the 
United  States,  and  out  of  which  was  born  the 
Cumberland  Presbyterian  church.  .Vbont  the 
same  lime  the  llev.  J.  F.  Scbenerhorn  and  Sam- 
uel J.  Mills  visited  Kaskaskia  and  left  a  very 
deep  impression  by  their  zeal  and  fidelity,  espe- 
cially in  the  family  of  the  Governor,  Xinian 
Edwards.  At  that  time  there  was  not  a  town 
of  a  thousand  inhabitants  in  Indiana,  Illinois 
or  Missouri,  imless  it  was  Madison.  Viiicennes 
or  St.  Louis.  Sparse  settlements  were  scattered 
along  the  oast  side  of  Illinois  as  far  north 
as  the  Vermillion  river,  and  on  tlui  west  side 
as  far  as  Quiiicv.  All  north  of  this  was  a 
wilderness,  save  here  and  there  an  Lidian  trad- 
ing post.  Peoria  was  Fort  Clark  and  Chicago 
was  Fort  Uearliorn.  in  1821  Rev.  Gideon 
IUa<'khum  was  in  the  zenith  of  his  power  as 
a  preacher  of  ihe  (Jospet.  lie  passed  through 
the  state  and  held  a  eamii-nieeting  at  Rhoai 
eriH>k,  iu  Bond  county,  where  there  was  a 
groat  out|)0iiring  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  many 
were  converted  and  a  church  was  organized. 
Rev.  .Vhraham  Williamson,  fn>m  Princeton, 
New  Jersey,  also  Rev.  Orrin  CntUn  and  Daniel 
G.    Spraguc,    from    Andover,    Massachusetts, 


|ireached  in  that  part  of  the  state  and  organ- 
ized a  church  at  Carrollton.  .Vbout  IH^JJ,  near 
the  time  that  the  town  of  Jacksonville  was  laid 
out.  Rev,  John  Birch,  a  Scotchman,  came  to 
llio  state  and  hcgan  his  labors  in  Jacksonville. 
Here  he  organized  a  church.  lie  was  succi-ed- 
ed  by  Rev.  Mr.  Ellis,  who  laid  the  foundation 
of  Illinois  College,  On  the  ;(()th  of  January, 
1H28,  Mr,  Ellis  organized  a  church  in  Spring- 
Meld  and  named  it  Sangamon  church,  after  the 
river  and  county  of  that  name.  There  were 
nineteen  went  into  the  organization,  only  live  of 
whom  lived  in  the  village  of  K]»ringlield,  and 
these  five  were  all  women.  The  membership 
\vas  s<'attered  over  a  region  of  twenty  miles 
^iround,  several  of  them  (Messrs.  John  and 
.'oliii  X,  Jfoore)  lived  in  what  is  now  Meiiird 
county.  It  is  worthy  of  mention  that  this 
clmrch  was  organized  in  the  home  of  Mrs, 
Klizabeth  Smith,  widow  of  Dr,  John  Blair 
Siuith,  a  very  eminent  man  and  once  jiresident 
of  nam[Klon  and  Sidney  College.  Virginia. 
The  church  of  Edwardsville  was  also  organized 
in  her  house,  when  she  lived  in  that  place  in 
181!).  Rev.  John  G.  Bergen,  of  Xew  Jer<->y, 
was  the  first  regular  pastor  of  the  Springfield 
church.  On  the  20th  of  May,  1832,  Rev.  John 
Bergen  organized  the  X^ortli  Sangamon  or  In- 
dian Point  church,  in  the  Cumberland  Pres- 
byterian '"Meeting-IIouse,"  at  Lebanon,  with 
the  following  as  memlwrs:  Elijah  Scott.  John 
Stone,  Andrew  Moore,  Samuel  Moore,  Ah-x- 
ander  Barnett.  David  Walker.  Milton  Rayburn, 
Phoebe  Moore,  5Iargarct  S.  Moore.  Stephen 
Stone,  Ann  Bameft.  John  X.  Moore,  Mary 
Moore,  Jane  Patterson,  Panthy  Barnett,  Kan- 
nah  Baster,  Jane  Rayhum.  Polly  Walker.  Ma- 
tilda Walker.  Elizaheth  Walker.  Jane  Walker. 
Ann  Walker,  John  lloore,  Amlwrs  Stone,  Jane 
Scott.  Lucy  Stone,  Polly  Slotts.  Catharine 
Stone.  Jane  Casey.  Isabella  Walker,  .Vlesander 
Walker  and  William  Stotts.  The  same  day  the 
following  were  received  on  experience:  John 
Allen,  Henry  C.  Rogers.  Sarah  C,  Rogers  and 
Elizabeth  Patterson.  John  Moore,  John  N. 
Moore  and  Alexander  Walker  were  chosen  rul- 
ing elders.  They  used  the  Cumberland  log 
"AFecting-House"  till  the  Cuinberlands  decided 
to  build  a  l)etter  house  of  worship,  when  the 
Presbvierians  assisted  in  building  it  and  oecu- 
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picil  it  half  til.'  tiine  till  1H44.  wlicii  tliuy  Ijuilt 
a  very  oimifortalilo  frame  diiircli,  twenty -eight 
by  tliirly-six  feet  in  size.  Tliis  himse  tliL'v  oe- 
eiijiietl  Un  seventeen  yiars,  or  till  Ifitu,  when 
the  [ireseiit  hrick  chureh  wiis  fiiiislied  and  dedi- 
cated liy  Kev.  John  (4.  Bergen.  ]>.  1).  Among 
the  honored  ])astors  and  supiilieti  uho  liave 
served  this  chiireh  we  may  name  Kev,  William 
K.  Stewiirt,  Hev.  Tlioinas  A,  Sjiilbnan,  Hev. 
George  W.  i[eKinley,  Kev.  Hamiiel  Foster, 
Itev.  Alexander  Ewing.  Hev,  John  \V.  Little, 
J{ev.  Thomas  Gait.  Kev.  William  Perkins  Kiv. 
R.  A.  Criswell,  Rev.  R.  A.  Van  Pelt,  Kev.  Mr. 
Boese,  Rev.  John  frazier,  Kev.  I).  J.  Strain, 
Rev.  BarnahuK  J.ynian,  Rev.  T.  \V.  Leard  iitLiI 
the  Kev.  II,  B.  Douglas.  Mr.  Douglas  served 
till  ISJIl.  On  the  8th  of  May.  1891.  tlu  licv. 
D.  G.  Carsim  liegtm  his  ministry  here,  whieli 
still  continnis.  The  most  important  event  in 
Ihe  recent  history  of  the  North  Sangamon 
ehiireh  was  the  ereetion  of  a  Mission  Cluipcl 
in  the  town  of  Alliens.  On  the  28th  of  March. 
1892.  the  session  of  this  church  took  the  initial 
t^tep  in  this  ini[>ortant  work.  Going  about  it 
with  zeal  and  energy,  it  was  no  great  task  to 
huild  a  |ilaee  of  worsliip,  Athens  had  needed 
a  Presliytorian  house  of  worship  for  a  long 
time,  as  there  were  a  nnml)er  of  people  of 
that  faith  who  lived  in  the  place.  On  the 
JOth  of  July,  1893,  they  dedicated  a  very  neat 
tuA  commodious  house  of  worship,  costing  four 
thousand  dollars.  The  house  was  dedicated 
free  of  debt,  on  the  date  given  above,  the  serv- 
ices being  conducted  by  the  Rev.  W.  II.  I'cn- 
liallegan,  D.  D.,  of  Decatur,  III.  Since  the 
Jiouse  was  built  they  have  kept  up  regular  serv- 
ices. Rev,  Mr.  Carson  jircaching  for  theiii,  and 
they  have  a  successful  Sabbath -school,  with  all 
the  other  services.  The  Xorth  Sangamon 
church  is  in  a  prosperous  condition,  the  Rev. 
D.  G.  Carson,  who  has  served  them  as  pastor 
for  fourteen  years,  being  stiU  their  beloved  and 
trusted  leader,  with  the  following  officers: 
Robert  A.  Young,  McKinley  Jones.  John  H. 
Kinenid,  Henry  M.  Moore  and  James  S.  Culver 
constituting  the  session:  the  trustees  being  R. 
Y.  Kineaid,  F.  H.  Whitney  and  I^e  Kincaid. 
No  church  in  central  Illinois  runs  smoother 
jind  with  less  friction.  It  is  located  in  the 
very  heart  of  one  of  the  finest  agricultural  sec- 


tions in  central  Illinois,  and  in  a  eonnnunity 
of  enterprising,  intelligent  and  pitms  people 
it  can  not  hut  lie  an  agency  of  great  good. 
The  following  persons  who  were  communicants 
in  lliis  church,  have  entered  the  gospel  minis- 
try: John  H.  Moore,  D.  J.  Strain.  John  W. 
Little,  John  J.  Graham,  W.  C.  McDougall  and 
John  Howe  Moore.  The  last  named,  a  young 
man  of  rare  piety  and  promise,  was  called 
io  his  reward  before  he  had  completed  his 
studies  preparatory  to  entering  the  active  min- 
istry. 

THK   niSCIPLKS. 

This  body  of  people,  known  as  Disciples, 
Christians,  or  Chnrcli  of  Christ,  had  its  origin 
in  western  Pennsylvania.  It  originated  thus: 
In  the  year  1809  Thomas  Campbell  and  his 
son,  Alexander  Camjibell.  having  bec'onie  deep- 
ly impressed  with  what  they  regarded  as  the 
unfortunate  division  among  professed  Chris- 
tian pi'ople,  began  an  effort  to  bring  about  a 
union  of  all.  not  intending  to  start  a  new  "sect" 
or  party.  These  men  were  natives  of  Scotland 
and  having  emigrated  to  America  they  settled 
in  Virginia.  They  were  both  regularly  or- 
daincil  ministers  in  the  Presbyterian  church, 
but  after  coming  to  America  they  became  dis- 
siitisdcd  in  regard  to  baptism  and  some  other 
suhjeits  of  Christian  doctrine  and  after  a  time 
they  united  with  the  Baptist  church.  It  was 
not  long  till  they  were  regarded  as  unsound 
on  the  doctrine  of  the  operation  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  and  tlie  work  of  regeneration,  by  the 
Baptists,  and  a  great  deal  of  disputation  and 
controvisrsy  followed.  They  had  arrived  at  the 
conclusion  that  taking  the  Bible  alone,  with- 
out any  standard  of  interpretation,  would  unite 
all  the  i-hurcbcs.  Quite  a  number  of  people- 
mostly  Presbyterians,  went  into  the  enterprise 
with  the  Campbells,  but  soon  the  question  of 
the  mode  and  subject  of  baptism  was  mooted 
and  many  forsook  the  new  party  but  the  ma- 
jority rejected  infant  Iwjitism  and  affusion 
and  the  body  became  one  of  "immersed  be- 
lievers." and  were  soon  united  with  the  Red- 
stone Ba}Jtist  Association.  Soon  after  this  the 
troubles,  sjioken  of  alxive,  developed,  and  the 
"Disciples"  beeanie  a  distinct  sect.  Thus  what 
was  intended  to  unite  the  sects  resulted  in 
adding  another  to  the  long  list  of  sects,    .\bout 
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three  jear-  before  the  Ijcjiinning  of  the  move 
by  the  Caiiipbi'lls  in  pL'nii-.vlvaiiia,  a  Presby- 
terian mlnl^tt^  in  Kenttick\  had  tried  to  bring 
about  a  union  of  all  churthfs  on  the  basis  of 
the  Bil>le  alone  This  niosemoDf  was  brought 
about  am]  ltd  lij  one  Barton  W.  Stono,  who 
had  been  a  Presbitenan  minister  for  years. 
Slone  had  collected  quite' a  little  band  together 
mid  he  and  the  Campl>ellB  met  and  after  quite 
a  time  s{K'nt  in  controverting  various  points, 
they  united  tlieir  forces,  the  two  forming  a 
very  considerable  body  of  [icople.  The  follow- 
ers of  Stone  were  called  "Xew  Lights"  and 
tliosie  of  (.'ampbell  "Disciples,"  hut  for  the 
sake  of  distinction  many  people  called  the  one 
party  "Stonites"  and  the  other  "('ani])bell- 
ites"  hut  neither  of  these  names  was  given  in 
reproach,  but  merely  to  distinguish  them.  It 
is  certain  that  the  "Xew  Lij;hts."  as  they  were 
called  here,  sent  preachers  into  this  part  of 
Illinois  almost  as  early  as  other  denominations. 
.\s  said  before,  Rev.  Hou8<',  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  was  the  first  pri'acher  in 
this  county  and  old  Mr.  Crow,  the  Regular  or 
"Hard  Shell"  Baptist,  was  the  next.  As  early 
as  IHiiO  or  ^H'il  a  Xew  Light  preacher  liy  the 
name  of  Henderson  came  to  Sugar  Grove,  and 
preached  in  the  cabin  of  Roland  Grant  but 
there  is  no  evidence  that  he  ever  attempted 
to  form  a  society.  Xot  long  after  this  Barton 
W.  Stone  hiinstiif  came  and  preached  a  number 
of  times  in  Clary's  (Jrove.  Stone  was  fol- 
lowed by  Sidney  Rigdon,  who  was  then  a  Xew 
Light  preacher  but  he  afterward  became  a 
Mormon  and  later  one  of  the  Twelve  Apostli-s, 
and  traveled  all  over  Europe  as  a  missionary 
'if  that  churcli.  In  the  year  1A27  a  Disciple 
congrugatiiui  was  formed  in  Clary's  Grove  and 
a  few  years  later  they  built  a  log  meeting- 
house. Some  years  later  they  built  a  good 
frame  church  in  the  Grove  which  served  them 
till  the  village  of  Tallula  was  laid  out.  See- 
ing that  this  was  to  be  the  center  of  the  com- 
munity, they  sold  the  frame  church  in  tiie 
Grove  and  almut  the  close  of  the  Civil  war  they 
erected  the  large  and  <'ommodious  church  in 
the  village,  which  they  slill  occujiy.  The  date 
of  the  organization  in  the  Sugar  lirove  is 
not  definitely  known,  but  it  is  admitted  by 
alt  that  it  was  at  a  very  early  period.     This 


soon  became  a  very  strong  and  pros|>erous 
body  and  it  was  for  many  years  the  largest 
and  most  wealthy  congregation  in  the  county. 
It  continued  to  hold  this  enviable  position  till 
]8(i7  when  misfortune  seemed  to  overtake  it, 
and  in  a  short  time  it  was  almost  annihilated. 
But  as  this  story  is  tohl  in  another  place,  we 
omit  it  here.  This  is  a  strong  and  active  body 
of  people,  earnestly  pushing  their  work  in  every 
direction.  They  have  fi\'e  strong  churches  in 
Slenard  county,  each  active  and  aggressive, 
kee])ing  up  all  the  departments  of  their  work, 
and  the  general  enterjirises  of  the  cause.  They 
have  an  able  and  intelligent  ministry,  and  as 
a  denomination  are  very  aclive  in  the  work 
of  education. 

Thus  we  have  given  a  brief  outline  of  the 
work  of  the  various  liodies  of  Christian  people 
in  the  county,  from  the  lieginning  of  the  settle- 
ment here,  and  we  think  that  in  the  main  it 
is  correct.  Under  the  head  of  the  various  set- 
tlements will  .l>e  found  more  of  the  detail  of 
the  work  of  particular  congregations.  We 
would  have  been  glad  to  have  given  more  of 
the  particulars  of  the  trials  and  hardships  en- 
dured by  the  early  preachers,  as  we  believe 
that  this  wonld  have  been  of  great  value  to 
the  people  of  to-day.  When  our  modern  kid- 
gloved  and  classically  educated  young  preachers 
of  the  iireseiit  time  go  into  a  congregation, 
strong  and  rich,  and  n'ceive  a  good  salary  and 
a  pleasant  hnroc,  they  should  know  and  realize 
the  work  that  was  done  by  those  hardy  pio- 
neers, in  preparing  this  "well-feathered  nest" 
for  them.  They  should  know  that,  while  many 
of  those  early  preachers  had  only  the  rudiments 
of  an  education  and  had  scarcely  ever  heard  of 
a  Iheological  seminary,  they  were  better  versed 
in  the  doctrines  of  the  Bible  and  could  preach 
the  gosjiel  with  tenfold  the  power  and  effect 
that  is  realiml  at  the  pn-sent  time.  Those 
men  received  no  salary;  they  endured  hard- 
shi|)s  and  jirivations  ahtiost  beyond  description; 
they  suffered  and  toiled  without  pay.  because 
lliey  had  the  matter  at  heart,  and  the  gospel 
was  like  fire  shut  up  in  their  bones:  and  like 
true  "Sons  of  Thunder"  they  went  forth  and 
laid  this  broad  and  deep  f(nmdation,  on  which 
we,  of  the  present,  are  called  to  build. 
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CLARY'S  GUOVE. 

This  settlemi'iit  of  course  iiicludee  Tallula 
and  all  that  section  of  Alcnard  county  north  of 
Rock  creek  and  to  the  t'aMs  county  line,  and 
on  north  to  the?  Sangamon  river.  It  includes 
sonic  of  the  finest  lands,  both  timber  and 
prairio,  that  there  is  in  the  entire  county. 
Every  one  is  aware  of  the  fact  that  the  early 
flcttlemeuts  were  invariably  made  in  the  tim- 
ber. If  one  wished  to  know  where  the  finest 
and  largest  bodies  of  timber  were  when  tlio 
white  man  first  came,  all  he  would  be  required 
to  do  would  be  to  ascertain  where  the  first 
settlements  were  made  and  his  question  would 
be  answen'd.  Talhila  is  the  only  town  or  vil- 
lage in  this  territory  and  the  only  postoffice 
at  the  present  time.  The  Jacksonville  divi- 
sion of  the  Chicago  &  Alton  railroad  runs 
through  this  section  from  northeast  to  south- 
west and  passes  almost  immediately  over  the 
s|)ot  where  Clary  built  tliree-faced  camp  when 
he  first  settled  there,  \otwithstanding  Tallula 
comnmnity  is  now  the  very  perfection  of  re- 
finement and  wealth,  the  time  was  when  it 
could  justly  have  laid  claim  to  the  other  ex- 
treme. Seventy-five  years  ago  Clary's  Orove 
was  synonymous  with  all  the  mischief  and  dev- 
iltry tliat  ofcurred  within  a  radius  of  fifty 
miles,  and  the  few  civilized  men  who  had  the 
misfortune  to  live  there  among  those  "border 
ruffians"  of  that  remote  date  say  they  were 
ashamed  to  fell  where  they  were  from  when 
they  went  to  Springfield.  The  settlement  was 
made  up  largely  of  the  "rag  tag  and  bob-tail" 
who  leave  the  more  civilized  sections  for  their 
own  and  their  country's  good  and  set'k  the 
frontier,  where  tliey  are  unrestrained  by  law 
and  order,  and  again  take  up  their  line  of 
march  as  the  star  of  empire  wends  its  way 
toward  the  glowing  west.  So  it  was  here.  As 
civilization  advanced  this  rough  element  pulled 
np  stakes  and  moved  to  other  frontier  local- 
ities, leaving  the  sulistantial  element  in  full 
possession,  and  thus  Clary's  Grove  developed 
into  one  of  the  most  quiet  and  res|iectahle 
neighborhoods  in  the  entire  country,  and  to- 
day it  is  looked  upon  as  the  very  paradise  of 
Menard  county.  The  ill  name  given  it  hy  the 
lawless  deeds  of  the  "Clan's   Grove  boys"  is 


now  forgotten,  or  is  remembered  only  as  the 
hist  lingering  niemorics  of  a  hidecms  nightmare. 
Bui  wc  would  not  have  the  reader  suppose 
that  we  include  the  Clarys  or  otJier  of  the 
substantial  citizens  who  had  located  there.  As 
before  stated,  it  was  the  rough  element  always 
found  in  a  new  country  and  long  ago  left  there 
for  greener  fields  and  more  congenial  climes. 

The  first  settlement  in  Clary's  Grove  has 
been  told  .so  often  that  it  seems  unneei'ssary  to 
repeat  it  here,  John  Clary  was  doubtless  the 
first  settler  iji  the  territory  of  what  is  now 
Menard  eiuinly,  but  it  is  also  beyond  dispute 
that  almost  at  the  very  time  that  he  was  locat- 
ing in  the  Grove  other  parties  came  to  Sugar 
Grove  and  Indian  Point  timber.  Clary  came 
from  'J'ennessee  and  locate*!  in  the  grove  ever 
since  called  hy  his  name  in  the  year  1819. 
He  built  a  three-faced  camp,  leaving  one  en- 
tin.-  side  oi)en,  in  which  he  lived  with  his  fam- 
ily for  three  years.  The  open  side  of  the 
camp  served  as  door,  window  and  fireplace,  as, 
in  cold  weather,  they  kept  a  huge  log  heap 
burning  in  front  of  it.  which  served  to  keep 
them  warm,  and  on  this  fire  they  did  their 
cooking.  After  three  years  Clary  sold  his 
claim  to  a  Mr.  Watkins  and  a  little  later  Wat- 
kins  sold  out  to  George  Spears,  who  improved 
the  farm,  bought  other  lands  and  lived  there 
till  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  some 
fifteen  or  twenty  years  back.  Clary,  after  sell- 
ing his  claim,  removed  to  Arkansas  but  several 
of  Ills  children  remained  in  Illinois  and  many 
of  bs  descendants  are  still  living  in  this  coun- 
ty. He  was  a  soldier  of  the  Kevolutionary  war 
and  took  [wrt  in  many  of  the  fierce  battles 
with  the  "red  coats"  of  King  George.  By 
nature  a  ])ioneer,  he  sought  the  wilds  of  Illi- 
nois and  as  people  crowded  him  too  close  he 
removed  to  the  fn-sher  scenes  of  Arkansas. 
Thomas  Watkins  was  from  Kentneky  and 
Imuglit  Clary  out  and  settled  there  in  18'.J0  or 
]821,  When  he  sold  his  claim  in  the  grove 
be  rcmove<l  to  the  timber  near  where  the  city 
of  Petersljurg  now  stands,  lie  i-eared  a  large 
family  and  many  of  bis  descendants  are  ri'si- 
dents  of  the  county  at  the  present  time.  When 
George  Spears  came  to  this  state  from  Ken- 
tucky in  1H'i4,  he  bought  Wafkins  out  as  staled 
alwve.     Spears  reared  a  large  famiU'v-some  ofj 
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whom  aro  still  liviDg.  One  son  lives  in  Tal- 
lula,  John  (J.  Spears;  and  one  (laughter,  Mrs. 
George  C.  Spears,  lives  in  Tallula;  and  another 
daughter,  Mrs.  William  T.  Beekman,  lives  in 
Petersburg. 

Ahsulom  Mounts  came  to  the  grove  in  18siO 
or  1821  and  remained  for  a  time.  He  built  a 
mill  here;  perhaps  this  was  the  first  mill  in 
the  count)',  but  it  was  a  most  primitive  affair 
in  pattern,  dimensions  and  capacity.  Whence 
he  came  no  one  seemed  to  know,  and  after 
awhile  ho  removed  to  Mason  county  imd  was 
"lost  in  the  shuflle."  James  White  and  Robert 
Conover  were  b roth ers-Jn- law  to  George  Spears 
and  came  from  Green  comity,  Kentucky. 
White  settled  here  in  1820  and  Conover  in 
1821.  Their  wives  were  sisters  of  Mr.  Spears, 
and  they,  having  opened  farms  in  the  grove, 
reared  large  families,  whose  descendants  are 
scattered  all  over  this  country.  The  old  peo- 
ple, of  course,  have  been  dead  for  many  years; 
in  fact  tJieir  second  generation  are  now  all 
gone.  liev.  James  and  John  G.  White,  noted 
Cumberland  Presbyterian  preachers  in  this 
state  years  ago,  were  sons  of  the  pioneer  James 
White.  Solomon  Matthews,  from  Tennessee, 
was  another  of  the  early  immigrants  of  this 
part  of  the  country,  coming  in  1S21  or  1828. 
but  he  was  one  of  those  transient  settlers  to 
be  found  in  new  countries,  who,  as  game  thins 
out  and  becomes  scarce,  follow  it  to  other 
fields.  J[attiicws  left  in  a  few  years,  and  where 
he  went,  no  one  aeenis  to  know  or  care.  Anoth- 
er of  the  very  early  comers  was  Bannister  Bond, 
who  eame  from  Tennessee  and  remained  for 
over  Iweuty  years  and  then  sold  out  and  re- 
moved to  Iowa.  Cyrus  Kirby  eame  in  1822 
and  located  in  the  grove,  where  he  became  a 
permanent  citizen.  He  was  originally  from 
Kentucky,  but  first  settled  in  Madison  county. 
near  Alton,  somewhere  about  1816  or  1817. 
He  was  rather  poor  and,  having  no  team  to 
plow  his  land,  he  took  a  mattoe  and  actually 
(Ing  up  two  acres  of  prairie  and  planted  it  in 
corn.  Think  of  thir!.  yc  -silk-stockinged" 
farmers,  as  yoii  ride  over  your  broad  fields  in 
your  Pirlky  plows  and  watch  with  pride  your 
rea|K'iii  and  headers  iis  they  glide  through  the 
golden  grain,  and  remember  thai  eighty  years 
;igo,  jHTha(»s.  some  hard  run.  but  honest  far- 


mer like  Cyrus  Kirby  was  toiling  uixin  the 
same  spot  to  make  bread  for  his  children. 
When  Jlr.  Kirby  died,  some  years  ago,  this 
same  memorable  mattoe  was  sold  at  his  sale 
and  was  bought  by  his  son  and  it  is  still  treas- 
ured in  the  family  as  a  relic  of  pioni*r  days. 
Jlr.  Kirli)'  died  here  many  years  back,  ilis 
sou  George  Kirby  died  in  1904.  at  tl:e  gceat 
age  of  ninety-two  years.  Two  of  Cyrus  Kir- 
by's  daughters  still  live  in  this  county:  Jlrs. 
Samuel  Watkins,  far  up  in  the  eighties;  and 
Mrs.  Lewis  Watkins,  now  in  her  ninety-seventh 
year.  Mr.  KiriA'  has  a  large  posterity  in  this 
section  of  country,  all  of  whom  are  well-to-do 
and  resjiected  citizens.  Another  of  the  early 
comers  to  this  grove  was  Solomon  Speer,  who 
eame  in  1820,  with  Mr.  White.  He  and  White 
were  brothers-in-law,  and  he  located  here,  but 
after  a  few  years  he  removed  to  Cass  county, 
where  he  died  many  jears  ago,  Jacob  and 
Jesse  Gum  came  out  from  Kentucky,  where 
most  of  the  early  settlers  of  this  section  eame 
from,  in  1821  or  1822,  and  took  claims.  Jesse 
died  wliere  he  settled  many  years  ago,  and 
Jacob  moved  to  Knox  county,  where  he  died. 
William  Ciary  came  from  Tennessee  in  1822 
or  1823  and  in  1824  sold  his  claim  to  George 
Spears  and  removed  to  Arkansas.  Andrew 
Beard  came  about  the  same  time  and  took  a 
claim — the  same  that  John  Q.  Spears  after- 
ward lived  on — and  sold  it  to  George  Spears 
ill  182-1.  After  i^elling  out  to  Spears  Beard 
settled  on  the  west  side  of  the  grove,  where 
he  remained  several  years,  and  then  sold  and 
started  to  Oregon,  but  died  on  the  way  on 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  Bnrlon  Lytton.'also 
from  Kentucky,  was  an  early  settler,  bnt  sold 
his  claim  to  George  Sjiears  in  1824  and  re- 
nmved  to  Cass  comity.  William  lievis  came 
in  1822,  but  sold  his  claim  to  Conover  in  a 
year  or  two  and  went  west.  Mrs.  Jane  Vaughn, 
a  widow  lady,  came  about  182.8,  hut  in  a  few 
years  sold  her  claim  and  irioved  to  Knox  coun- 
ty. Joseph  Watkins  was  here  as  early  a.a  1820 
or  1821.  but  in  a  short  time  he  removed  to 
Little  Grove,  where  he  lived  many  years,  and 
died  on  the  farm  he  had  improved.  John 
Gum.  Sr.,  eame  to  the  grove  from  Kentucky 
in  1H22  and  .kittled  on  a  claim,  but  later  he 
imoved  to  Knox  county,  whe^-lie  spentithe 
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remaimler  of  his  life.  The  pionwrs  named 
above  came  to  the  grove  prior  to  IS'i-i — the 
year  that  George  Spears  settlud  there.  Sev- 
eral liad  already  moved  away  licfore  that  time, 
for  they  were  of  that  class  who  squat  in  the 
wilderness  where  game  is  plenty,  and  when 
that  begins  to  fail  they,  like  the  Arabs,  ''fold 
their  tents  and  silently  steal  away." 

ilr.  Spears  came  here  from  Xentucky  in 
lH-2i  and,  as  already  noted,  bought  the  claims 
of  a  number  of  parties  whose  settlement  in 
the  grove  has  been  mentioned  ai>ove.  His 
father  and  mother  eame  with  him,  far  ad- 
vanced in  years  at  the  time,  and  died  there 
at  a  ripe  old  age.  He  bought  the  claims  of 
these  squatters,  for  they  were  only  claims,  and 
entered  the  laud  after  it  eame  into  market. 
After  coming  in  1834  he  entered  and  opened 
up  over  three  thousand  acres  of  land  and  set- 
tled his  children  around  him  on  good  farms. 
He  saw  the  wilderness  transformed  until  it 
does  indeed  blossom  as  the  rose.  When  he 
came  here  the  few  scattering  settlers  who  were 
here  had  to  go  to  Springfield  to  vote.  He  built 
the  second  brick  house  that  was  erected  in 
Sangamon  county,  which  then  embraced  Me- 
nard, Cass,  Mason  and  parts  of  two  or  more 
counties.  He  lived  the  remainder  of  his  days 
in  that  house,  dying  only  a  short  time  ago 
at  more  than  eighty  years  of  age,  and  the  house 
is  still  (1905)  standing  and  in  a  good  state 
of  repair,  still  being  occupied.  The  brick  for 
the  house  were  made  on  the  farm,  the  mud 
for  them  being  tramped  with  oxen,  and  the 
finishing  lumber,  which  was  all  walnut,  was 
sawed  by  hand  with  a  whipsaw.  He  was  an 
earnest  Christian  man,  iielonging  to  the  Bap- 
tist church,  and  contributed,  perhaps,  more  lib- 
erally than  any  other  man  to  the  church  in 
Tallula  and  as  liberal  to  all  the  general  enter- 
prises of  the  church. 

Elias  Conover  was  the  first  man  who  settled 
out  on  the  prairie  and.  as  his  house  was  four 
miles  from  the  timber,  many  of  the  people 
thought  that  he  was  demented.  Conover  was 
from  New  Jersey  and  had  an  idea  that  he 
would  always  have  inexhaustible  pasture  for 
his  stock  on  nature's  blooming  meadows,  for 
the   early     immigrants   all    thought   that    the 


prairies  would  never  be  settled,  at  least  for 
many  generations.  How  far  they  missed  their 
guess  the  present  state  of  the  country  shows. 
Thomas  Arnold  came  from  Tennessee  in  1826 
or  1827  and.  being  very  poor,  he  lived  on  Mr. 
Spears'  land  till  able  to  secure  a  home  of  his 
own.  He  lived  on  Spears'  land  till  able  to 
buy  a  piece  of  his  own  and  finally  accumulated 
a  fair  property.  John  Sewell,  a  brother-in- 
law  of  Arnold,  and  William  Tippett  came  at 
the  same  time  with  Arnold  and  they  also  lived 
on  Spears'  land.  They  were  ever  after  spoken 
of  as  iionest,  harfl-working  men  and  finally 
secured  comfortable  homes.  Samuel  B.  Xeely 
came  from  Tennessee  in  1828  and  setth'd  in 
the  grove.  Some  years  later  he  went  to  Ma- 
son county,  where  he  died.  Abraham  Biirgin 
came  from  New  Jersey  in  1825  or  IS'ili  and 
was  a  man  of  considerable  prominence.  I>ut 
after  a  time  he  went  to  Galesburg,  where  he 
later  dietl.  Abraham  B.  Bel!  came  from  Ken- 
tucky in  1826  and  settled  in  the  grove  and 
died  there  many  years  ago.  John  Kinner  came 
from  A'irginia  at  the  same  time  that  Bell 
eame  and  located  here.  He  reared  a  family 
and  has  been  dead  many  years,  but  hia  descend- 
ants still  live  in  that  vicinity.  William  T. 
Bcekman  came  from  New  Jersey  at  a  some- 
what later  date  and  married  a  daughter  of 
George  Spears.  He  was  a  man  of  fine  char- 
acter and  of  considerable  prominence  in  the 
county.  He  died  recently  in  Petersburg. 
Other  settlers,  coming  at  a  little  later  date- 
were  George,  Jacob  and  Jesse  Greene,  William 
Smedley.  Samuel  Colwell,  Joseph  Coddington, 
Theodore  Baker,  Isaac  N.  Keding  and  William 
G.  Greene.  Mr.  Greene  was  a  native  of  Ken- 
fueky,  and  he  and  his  parents  came  here  at 
a  very  early  day  and  they  settled  near  "New 
Salem,"  where  the  old  people  died  in  the  early 
history  of  the  settlement.  William  G.  Greene 
was  one  of  the  most  prominent  fignrcs.  in  his 
day,  in  this  part  of  the  state.  He  was  an 
intimate  friend  of  Abraham  Lincoln  and  at 
one  time  was  associated  with  him  in  business 
at  Salem.  He  accumulated  a  large  fortune 
which  he  left  to  his  children.  A  fuller  account 
of  him  is  given  in  another  place  in  this  vol- 
ume. From  this  period  it  is  impossible  to 
trace  the  settlements  of  this  section,  because  i 
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of  tlie  vast  tide  wlik-ii  was  in  constant  ebb  and 
flow. 

The  trials  and  inconveniences  of  these  set- 
tlers wore  the  same  as  in  other  new  countries. 
As  other  white  people  flocked  to  the  grove 
with  undanntfd  courage  they  met  the  imcieui 
jwssessors  of  tlie  soil,  whether  savage  beasts 
or  savage  men,  and  tlcjspite  their  strongly  con- 
tested right  to  it,  succeeded  in  gaining  a  foot- 
hold, which  has  devcloj^d  into  the  state  of 
civilization  and  material  wealth  that  we  see 
around  us  today.  These  people  knew  nothing 
of  railroads,  had  never  heard  of  a  locomotive. 
and  if  anyone  had  prophesied  the  railroads, 
telegraphs,  telepliones,  etc.,  of  the  present,  he 
would  have  been  put  under  guard  as  a  coii- 
iirmed  and  dang<?rous  lunatic.  Steam  thresh- 
ers, sulky  i)lows,  mowers  and  reajjcrs  were  alike 
unknown  to  these  early  pioneers  and  are  in- 
ventions that  had  never  entered  into  their  wild- 
est dreams.  The  old  sod,  cary  or  bar-shear 
plow,  drawn  by  three  or  four  yoke  of  oxen, 
was  the  only  means  known  to  them  of  subdu- 
ing the  soil.  Their  nearest  trading  point  was 
Springfield,  and  the  stock  of  goods  kept  there 
was  limited  and  often  the  funds  were  not  at 
hand  to  pay  the  price.  Springfield  was  also 
their  nearest  [Mstoffice  and  a  letter  from  the 
old  home  cost  "two  bits"  or  twenty-five  ceitts. 
and  often  the  letter  would  lie  in  the  office  (or 
a  mouth  for  want  of  the  "quarter"  to  pay 
the  little  bill,  as  Uncle  Sam  had  a  way  of 
refusing  credit  to  all  alike.  Milling  was  an- 
other great  annoyance  as  mills  were  very  scarce, 
and  often  the  very  early  settlers  had  to  go 
twenty-five,  fifty  or  even  one  hundred  miles  for 
bread  stuff;  in  fact,  the  Athens  people  in  an 
early  day  had  to  go  to  St.  Louis,  a  distano* 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles,  for  meal 
and  flour.  Often  for  weeks,  and  even  months 
together  they  were  compelled  to  dej^nd  u]>on 
the  mortar  to  pound  the  corn,  or  the  "gritter,"' 
iis  tlu'v  called  the  grater,  or  upon  "lye-hominy,'' 
as  the  only  substitute  for  bread.  And  then 
the  prairie  fires,  the  prairie  wolves,  the  deep 
snow,  the  .*ndden  cold  snap,  and  other  troubles 
■'ton  numenuis  to  mention"  beset  their  way. 
Of  llu'se  trials  the  present  generation  know 
nothing,  only  as  they  sit  by  the  Cm  and  hear 
some  grandfather  or  grandmother  tell  tlie  story, 


and  then  they  often  think  that  it  must  be  an 
exaggerated  story.  But  eighty-five  years  have 
passed  and  lo !  the  change  that  has  taken  place. 
Upon  the  face  of  nature  these  rolling  years 
have  written  their  record  and  the  wilderness 
has  been  transformed  into  a  veritable  Garden 
of  Eden.  The  railroad  has  snjiplanted  the  ox 
wagon;  in  fact,  the  country  is  a  network  of 
railroads;  the  power  of  the  ox  and  horse  is 
superseiled  by  that  of  steam  and  electricity; 
and  brain  is  now  doing  what  brawn  did  in 
their  d&y.  What  a  change  has  Iwen  brought 
about  in  the  last  eighty-five  years!  And  what 
will  the  next  eighty-five  years  do?  Judging 
the  future  by  the  past  we  conclude  that  no 
imagination  can  paint  a  picture  too  extravagant 
to  rejiresent  the  changes  of  the  coming  period 
of  that  length.  To  the  pioneers  of  that  day 
the  achici'ements  of  today  would  have  been  as 
chimerical  as  anything  that  Jules  Verne's  fer- 
tile brain  could  devise-  What  will  it  be?  In 
eighty-five  years  we  will  sail  through  the  air 
as  securely  ami  comfortably  as  we  now  glide 
over  these  prairies  in  the  ears.  We  really  be- 
lieve this  will  be  the  case.  What  a  day  that 
will  be.  Instead  of  buggies  or  autos  or  steam 
or  electric  turnouts,  we  will  have  double  back- 
action,  eleetrie-automatie  ifpeating  sky-scrap- 
ers. The  church  entrance  will  then  be  down 
the  s]iire;  and  on  Sunday  morning  the  sky  will 
be  full  of  gaily  adorned  turn-outs,  or  turn-ups. 
on  the  way  to  church.  It's  funny,  but  it's  com- 
ing. No  more  strange  to  us  than  the  present 
achievements  would  have  been  to  our  grand- 
fathers. 

The  first  practicing  physician  in  this  section 
of  country  was  Or.  Allen,  of  Petersburg;  and 
Dr.  Renier  was  the  first  disciple  of  Aesculapius 
to  settle  in  Clary's  Grove.  When  he  first  came 
he  was  a  bachelor  and  he  Iwarded  with  George 
Spears.  This  was  in  1828  or  1829.  In  a 
little  while  he  took  unto  himself  a  wife  and 
went  to  housekeeping.  The  conditions  in  tho^^e 
days  were  such  that  people  eould  not  afford  to 
get  sick  and  hence  doctors  were  far  less  im- 
portant personages  than  they  are  now.  .\  man 
who  owned  a  mill  or  a  blacksmith  shop  was  a 
bigger  man  than  any  doctor.  It  was  generally 
believed  then  that  the  women  could  do  all  the 
"doctoring"  needed  with  catnip  tea  and  bone- 
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set.  Robert  Anustroug  was  the  first  justice  of 
the  peace  in  the  grove  and,  as  we  are  inforniod, 
had  hilt  little  legal  knowledge.  His  familiar- 
itv  with  legal  ti'fhnicalities  was  limited  in  the 
extreme  and  his  courts  were  the  theater  of 
many  humorous  scenes  as  one  illustration  will 
serve  to  show;  A  case  came  before  him  one 
day  in  which  a  couple  of  lawyers  were  em- 
ployed. After  the  case  had  l>een  decided  the 
defeated  lawyer  gave  notice  that  he  ap)>enlcd 
the  ease  from  his  decision,  when  the  other  law- 
yer nudged  him  and  whisjiered  in  his  ear: 
"Don't  allow  liini  to  appeal."  The  justice  drew 
himself  up  with  all  the  dignity  end)odied  in 
the  jwnderoiis  form  of  David  Davis,  and  re- 
plied :  "Tliere  is  no  appeal ;  1  allow  no  ap- 
peal from  this  court,  sir." 

The  first  school  taught  in  Clary's  Grove  was 
taught  hy  James  FletcJier  in  a  house  on  the 
land  of  George  Spears  about  1825.  Fletcher 
could  not  have  gotten  a  first  grade  certificate 
at  tiie  present  day,  but  we  are  informed  that 
he  could  spoil  words  of  two  syllables  and  read 
fairly  well  by  skipping  the  hard  words.  He 
was  the  best,  however,  to  be  secured  in  those 
times  and  the  people  were  obliged  to  be  satis- 
fied with  him.  This  log  temple  of  learning 
served  the  citizens  of  the  grove  for  a  nundjer 
of  years,  in  fact  till  it  was  burned  down.  The 
community  then  erected  a  hewed  log  house, 
which  serveil  them  for  a  number  of  years  as 
A  schoolhouse  as  well  as  a  church. 

The  first  church  organization  in  the  grove 
was  Clary's  Urove  Baptist  church,  which  many 
claim  was  tJic  first  organization  of  a  religious 
character  in  what  is  now  llenard  county.  But 
some  most  strenuously  deny  this,  affirming  that 
the  Methodist  class  at  Athens  was  prior  to  it. 
This  dispute  can  never  be  settled  now.  The 
records  show  that  the  Clary's  Grove  Baptist 
church  was  organized  on  the  25th  day  of  De- 
ccmher  (Christmas  day)  1824,  the  ordaining 
presbytery  consisting  of  William  P.  Crow, 
William  liollin  and  James  Bradley.  The  con- 
stituent menilKTs  were  thirteen  in  number, 
namely:  George  Spears,  Sr.,  Mary  Spears, 
Rev.  Jacob  Gum,  Samuel  Combs,  Sr..  Jane 
Comls.  Ezekiel  Harrison  and  wife,  M.  Hough- 
ton and  wife,  Elijah  Houghton,  Hobert  Cou- 
ovcr  and  Hannah  Whits.     The  first  pastor  of 


this  now  venerable  church  was  Rev.  Jacob 
(Sum,  with  Robert  Conover  as  clerk  of  the  ses- 
sion. The  first  church  book  was  made  of  fools- 
cap paper  and  bound  with  pasteboard.  TJie 
early  meetings  of  the  society  were  held  (for  the 
most  part  alternately)  at  the  homes  of  George 
Spears  and  Robert  Conover.  From  a  period 
a  few  years  after  the  organization  till  1845  a 
log  schoolhouse  (the  one  spoken  of  above)  was 
used  by  the  society  as  a  place  of  worship.  Dur- 
ing the  year  last  mentioned  the  society  erected 
a  substantial  frame  building,  thirty  by  forty 
feet  in  dimensions,  which  was  used  as  a  church 
building  until  1871.  This  building  is  thought 
to  have  cost  about  two  thousand  dollars  and 
was  built  under  a  contract  with  William  T. 
Beekman.  who  did  the  principal  part  of  the 
carpenter  work.  After  this  last  date  the  so- 
ciety'removed  to  the  village  of  Tallula,  where 
they  erected  a  splendid  house  of  worship.  See 
further  account  of  this  under  the  head 
"Churciics."  Rev.  John  M.  Berry,  a  Cumber- 
land Presbyterian  minister  who  lived  on  Rock 
creek,  was  also  one  of  the  early  preachers  in 
the  grove.  In  his  day  but  few  church  houses 
had  been  erected  in  this  part  of  the  state  and 
he  was  an  itinerant  in  the  fullest  sense  of  tlie 
word.  But  he  preached  everywhere  and  all 
the  time.  A  Christian  church  was  organized 
in  the  grove  in  1834  with  the  following  mem- 
bers: John  Wilson,  William  G,  White,  Jane 
White,  Jesse  L.  Trailor,  Obedience  Trailor  and 
Lydia  A.  Caldwell.  Services  were  held  in  pri- 
vate residences  till  1H47,  when  a  comfortable 
little  church  was  built  on  the  farm  of  William 
Smedley.  In  this  house  they  worshipped  until 
18C4,  when  they  sold  it  and  erected  another 
house  in  the  village  of  Tallula  as  noticed  in 
another  place.  The  inevitable  Methodist  cir- 
cuit rider  used  to  pass  this  way  as  they  go 
into  every  place  with  the  old,  old  story,  but 
they  seem  never  to  have  gotten  a  hold  in  any 
part  of  this  entire  territory.  \o  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  house  has  ever  been  imilt 
or  society  organized  within  the  limits  of  this 
entire  settlement  so  far  as  we  can  learn.  We 
believe  that  of  late  years  the  "Sanctified"  Meth- 
odists have  formed  a  society  and  built  a  house 
in  the  village  of  Tallula.  but  we  have  no  re- 
liable data  to  give  concerning  them. 
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Tullula,  a  I'L^al  little  gv\i\  of  a  village,  is 
situated  on  llie  southwest  side  of  Clary's  Grove 
on  the  Jackj-oiiville  diviiiiiiin  of  the  Cliieago  & 
Alton  Railroad  and  is  surrounded  by  as  fine 
a  section  of  fanning  country  "as  lies  out  of 
doors."  In  the  latter  (lart  of  1857  the  town 
was  laid  out  by  William  G.  Greene,  J.  G. 
Greene,  Ridiard  Yatesi,  Theodore  Baker  and 
\V.  G.  Spears.  The  name  was  given  liy  the 
last  named  gentleman  and  it  is  said  to  lie  an 
Indian  word  meaning  "dropping  water,"  but 
if  the  existenee  of  the  town  depended  on  the 
meaning  of  the  word  there  would  never  be  any 
Tallula  except  wlicn  it  rained,  for  there  is  no 
other  water  near  there  to  "drop."'  Nevertheless 
it  is  a  pretty  name,  whether  it  is  appropriate  or 
nut,  ami  its  sonnd  is  nw  niiisical  as  the  country 
around  it  is  JK'autiful.  The  first  house  was 
(•reeled  soon  after  the  lown  was  laid  oul  by 
W.  (i,  Speais  and  was  afterward  owned  by  H. 
B.  Thrapp.  The  next  building  was  put  up  by 
ItoliiTt  M.  ?>ving  ami  so  neariv  at  the  same 
time  with  Spears"  tliat  it  is  hard  to  say  which 
WHS  really  the  first.  The  first  store  was  o]K!ned 
in  January,  1858,  by  Thrapp  &  Spears,  which 
lirni  continued  about  eight  nfonths.  when 
Spears  retired,  and  Thra]»p  cmtinued  to  run 
the  Imsiness  alone.  The  postnftiee  was  estah- 
lished  there  in  1858  with  F.  S,  Thrapp  as 
postmaster.  Hugh  Hieks  open<'d  the  first 
blacksmith  shop  in  ISo!).  Dr.  J.  F.  Wil?on 
was  the  first  practicing  pliysieian  to  liang  out 
his  shingle  in  the  new  village.  An  soon  as  the 
railroad  began  operation  F.  S.  Thra]»p  began 
the  business  of  bnying  grain.  He  bought  and 
-•^hipiM^d  at  first  from  wagons,  hut  later  he  built 
a  grain  warehouse.  About  ISTIi  or  18T7  A.  T. 
Gaylord  built  an  elevator  at  a  cost  of  about 
four  thousand  dollars  and  ran  the  business  for 
s.ime  tinu'.  At  present  Mr.  Ilushman  is  run- 
ning the  elevator.  In  the  past  Thrapp.  Gay- 
lord.  Bell  Brothers  and  (',  B,  T.aning  &  Com- 
pany have  run  this  business  here.  The  first 
hotel  was  run  by  Mrs.  Brooks,  lint  the  first 
building  put  u]*  for  the  purpose  was  built  by 
Frank  S)iears  anci  run  by  him  for  sonu'  time. 
Mrs.  Znlman  at  one  time  kept  the  Hevere 
Honsi'.  .1.  F.  Wathen  has  Leen  the  veteran  host 
for  Tallula,  Charles  Greene  and  a  man  by  the 
name  of  Peal  sunk  a  eoal  shaft  here  in   1S7:! 


or  1«H  and  it  has  lieen  worked  almost  eon- 
stantty  since  iiy  one  and  another.  This  eoal  is 
about  two  hundred  feet  l)elow  the  surface  and 
the  vein  is  a  little  over  six  feet  thick.  The  first 
school  taught  in  the  village  was  by  Miss  Sarah 
Broekman  in  1HJ9  in  the  district  schoolhouse, 
which  stood  just  outside  the  corporate  limits. 
This  may  seem  an  Irish  bull,  but  it  was  termed 
the  village  school  and  was  patronized  by  the 
children  of  the  town.  The  German  Ueformed 
church  was  afterward  used  as  a  schoolhouse. 
The  present  school  building  was  erected  in 
lSii8-!)  at  a  cost  of  from  eight  to  ten  thousand 
dollars,  beside  three  acres  of  land,  on  which  it 
stands,  donated  by  Mr.  (ireene.  The  original 
building  contained  four  elegant  rooms,  with 
closets,  cloak-room.  etc.  During  the  summer  of 
liKH  two  more  elegant  rooms — up  to  dale  in 
every  respect — were  added,  Tallula  has  always 
striven  to  have  the  best  schools  in  the  countv 
and  has  often  suci'ceded.  {See  under  head 
"FMu  cation.") 

Tallula  was  ineor|)oratpd  as  a  village  under 
the  general  law  in  1872  with  the  following  as 
the  first  board  of  trustees:  J.  F.  Wilson.  B,  H, 
Bean.  J.  T,  Bush.  J,  F,  Wathen  and  F.  S. 
Thrapp,  who  organised  for  business  by  electing 
11.  H.  Bean  pn'sident  of  the  board.  At  pn'-eiit 
the  population  is  about  a  thousand  and  the 
the  inisiness  of  the  town  is  all  that  could  lie 
expected  of  a  place  of  its  size.  It  has  a  numln'r 
of  good  general  stores,  a  bank,  drug  store,  hotel. 
lumberyard,  with  shops  of  various  kinds  and 
the  inevitalilc  saloon,  hut  in  justice  it  may  be 
said  that  Tallula  has  had  saloons  but  a  very 
small  ]>ortion  of  (he  time  since  it  began.  (  For 
churches,  cenu'tcry  and  schools,  sec  under  their 
approjiriatc  heads.) 

The  village  of  "Itushaway,"  once  a  thriving 
business  place,  almost  etpral  to  what  Tallula  is 
now,  has  "rushed  away"'  and  is  now  among  the 
things  that  were.  It  was  laid  out  by  J.  T, 
Bush  and  William  Workman  sometime  in  the 
early  fifties,  but  the  exact  date  is  not  known. 
The  fii-st  store  was  ke]>t  by  .7.  T.  Rush  and  a 
man  by  the  name  of  Way,  These  two  names 
connected  in  Imsiness  combined  together  make 
t!ie  name  Bushaway.  which  was  given  to  the  vil- 
lage, F,  S,  Thrapp  had  a  store  there  also.  .\ 
iiostoflice    was   also   established,   with    Rush    m 
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postmaster.  When  tlie  (.'liicatm  &  Alton  Hail- 
rnatl  was  iniJlt  it  misst'd  the  town  a  mile  or 
two  and  on  the  lavinj;  ont  of  Tailiria  u  part  of 
the  town  rnslied  there  and  tlie  rect  rnshed  to 
Afihland.  The  postoffico  was  removed  Ut  Tal- 
Inla  and  the  name  elianged.  The  iirojirielors 
of  the  railroad,  it  is  said,  wonid  have  run  the 
road  through  the  village  if  tliev  had  received 
tliG  proper  I'licourafiement,  liiil  the  iicnjile  of 
Kushaway,  helievinfr  that  the  road  would  he 
ordijjed  to  go  that  way,  stood  upon  their  dig- 
nity and  even  n'fiised  to  grant  the  right  of  way. 
only  at  the  highest  market  priee.  As  a  conse- 
quence, the  road  was  located  i-lsewliere  and 
Riisliaway  was  left  out  in  the  cold.  The  eoin- 
pletion  of  the  road  sealed  their  doom  and. 
as  already  .stated,  part  of  the  town  went  to 
Tallula  and  a  part  to  Ashland.  At  jm'sent 
there  is  nothing  to  show  that  sueh  a  town  ever 
existed.  The  site  is  now  a  flourishing  farm  and 
orehard  and  the  passing  stranger  would  he 
surprised  to  learn  that  a  thrivins  village  had 
once    stood    where   now     the    "yellow    lian-esi.- 


SUGAR  GROVE. 

If  we  did  not  know  that  the  Garden  of  Eden 
was  somewhere  on  the  eastern  continent,  some 
one  would  have  arisen  long  ago  with  the  proofs 
that  it  must  have  heen  located  somewhere  in 
the  vicinity  of  Sugar  Grove,  but  only  two  of 
the  four  rivers  can  he  located  in  the  Grove, 
and  these  are  Grove  creek  and  Pike  creek,  near 
by,  so  this  settles  it,  but  the  early  comers  must 
have  thought  of  Eden  when  they  beheld  around 
them 

"Earth's  unnmnhered  flowers 
All  turning   up   their  gentle  eyes  to   heaven; 
The  birds,  with  bright  wings  glancing  in  the 

snn. 
Filling  the  air  with  rainbow  miniatures," 
and  combining  to  restore,  in  all  its  loveliness, 
'lost  Eden's  faded  glory."  \o  finer  division 
of  country  could  mortal  crave  than  is  found  in 
this  portion  of  Menard  county.  Fine  rolling 
prairie,  with  as  rich  a  soil  as  exists  anywhere. 
with  here  and  there  a  grove  of  timber,  scattered 
over  the  undulating  plain  like  islands  slumber- 
ing in  the  ocean,  is  no  overdrawn  picture  of  this 


-:-(tion  of  country,  .specially  as  the  lirst  st^ttlers 
>aw  it.  But  the  hand  of  civilization  did  not 
come  to  inar  hut  to  adorn  and  under  its  magic 
touch  its  virgin  l>eButy  has  heen  enhanced  un- 
til it  is,  indeed,  a  veritable  Eden.  It  has  im- 
proved under  the  sway  of  man,  as  the  fields 
of  waving  grain,  the  blooming  orchards  and 
countless  herds  of  thriving  stock  abundantly 
testify.  We  do  not  speak  of  this  section  now 
as  a  political  division,  hut  rather  as  a  center 
of  an  early  settlement.  One  of  the  first  settle- 
ments made  in  Menard  county  was  made  in 
Sugar  (Jrove.  ]n  the  year  ISlfl,  the  same  year 
that  Clary  settled  in  Clary's  Grove,  Janes 
Meadows  settled  on  the  east  siile  of  Sugar 
Grove,  perhap.«  on  the  land  now  owned  by 
Mr.  Jones.  Meadows  came  from  Ohio  and 
located  near  Alton  in  the  year  1818,  but  the 
following  spring  he  came  to  this  place.  In 
the  spring  of  1823  ho  sold  his  claim  to  Leonard 
.\lkire,  and  removed  to  the  west  side  of  Sugar 
Grove  and  took  a  claim  there,  on  which  he 
lived  till  a  few  years  before  his  death.  He 
died  in  Greenview  in  the  year  1869,  at  an  ad- 
vancetl  age.  His  last  claim  that  he  made  is 
now  owned  by  H.  H.  Marbold,  of  Greenview. 
He  built  the  "trertd-wheel  mill"  described  in 
another  place.  Mrs.  Perry  Bracken,  now  living 
at  an  advanced  age,  with  her  son-in-law.  John 
Blane,  of  GR'envicw.  is  a  daughter  of  Mr. 
Meadows,  the  only  member  of  his  family  now 
living.  Jacob  Boyer  came  to  the  Grove  with 
Mr.  Meadows  and  they  camped  the  first  night 
at  a  spring  on  the  farm  that  was  afterward 
the  home  of  Milem  Alkire.  The  Sugar  Grove 
cemetery  is  near  that  spring.  The  next  morn- 
ing, being  struck  by  the  beauty  of  the  sur- 
roundings and  the  abundance  of  pure  water 
afforded  by  the  spring,  Mr.  Boyer  said,  '"This 
is  my  future  home,"  and  at  once  staked  oif 
his  claim  and  settled  there.  ^Meadows  settled, 
as  noticed  above,  on  what  has  for  many  years 
been  known  as  "the  Jack  jVlkire  place."  Boyer 
also  sold  out  to  Leonard  Alkire  in  the  spring 
of  1833.  Only  a  few  days  after  the  settlement 
of  Boyer  and  ileadows.  the  Blanes  came  to 
the  Grove.  The  Blane  family  consisted  of 
four  brothers,  Robert,  William,  John  and 
George,  and  their  mother  and  one  si.=ter.  They 
were  from  the  Emerald   Isle,  the  gem  of  the[  ^ 
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ocean,  and  being  the  first  Irish  to  settle  here, 
and  among  the  very  first  wliite  people  here, 
it  is  not  strange  that  one  of  tliese  groves 
should  be  called  "Irish  Grove."  William 
Blane  died  in  an  early  day;  John  soon  returned 
■  to  Ireland,  where  he  remained  about  twenty- 
five  years,  and  then  returned  to  the  settlement ; 
Robert  and  the  sister  removed  to  Wisconsin, 
leaving  George  and  the  mother  on  the  place 
that  they  originally  settled.  In  13^3  George 
and  his  mother  sold  their  place  to  liconard 
Alkire,  and  removed  to  the  northwest  side  of 
the  grove,  where  they  both  died.  The  Blanes 
were  well  educated  men,  and  George  in  early 
times  held  many  ofiiceB  of  trust  and  honor. 
He  was  an  old  line  Whig,  and  after  its  organ- 
ization he  joined  tiie  Hepublican  jmrty,  in 
which  faith  he  lived  and  died.  In  the  year 
1820,  Roland  Grant  came  to  tlie  Grove  and 
brought  with  him  a  lot  of  sheep,  the  first  of 
these  animals  that  were  brought  to  this  part 
of  the  country.  Grant  came  hero  from  Ohio, 
but  he  was  originally  from  Kentucky,  and 
when  a  year  or  two  later  the  Alkircs  came, 
he  sold  out  to  them  and  removed  to  Island 
Grove,  in  Sangamon  county.  His  brother, 
William  Grant,  who  came  with  him  to  the 
Grove.  aUo  sold  out  to  the  .\ikircs  and  removed 
with  his  brother.  Like  many  other  settlements 
in  the  county,  many  of  the  pioneers  were 
from  Virginia  and  Kentucky.  The  following 
Kentuckians  came  here  among  the  eari\'  set- 
tlers: Leonard  Alkire  and  faniilv,  William 
Engle.  Lemuel  Offille,  the  Hugbi's.  AVeslcy 
Whipp,  Samuel  McNabb,  the  Pentecosts,  John 
and  George  Stone,  a  man  named  Parsons,  Mat- 
thew Bracken,  William  Douglas,  and  perhaps 
several  others.  The  Alkires  and  William  Engle 
came  bcre  fnmi  Ohio,  but  they  were  originally 
from  the  Old  Dominion,  thence  went  to  Ken- 
tucky, and  afterward  to  Ohio.  William  Engle 
came  in  the  spring  of  1823,  raised  a  crop  and 
then  went  back  and  brought  out  the  family  of 
Leonard  Alkire.  (This  is  the  statement  gen- 
erally made,  bnt  the  writer  is  satisfied  that 
Mr.  Engle  came  in  1822,  for  the  testimony  of 
all  is  that  Alkire  bought  the  claims  of  Mea- 
dows, liover,  and  others,  in  the  spring  of 
1R2.1.)  Mr.  Engle  was  a  bachelor  when  he 
came  to  Illinois  but  he  *oon  after  married  the 


daughter  of  Leonard  Alkire.  Mr.  Engle  be- 
came one  of  the  most  prominent  and  best 
known  men  in  this  section  of  the  state  and 
did  more  for  the  material  development  and  ad- 
vancement of  that  part  of  Menard  county 
than  any  other  man.  He  took  an  active  part 
in  the  organization  of  the  county,  was  one  of 
the  first  commissioners,  represented  the  county 
in  the  state  legislature  and  was  the  first  mer- 
chant in  east  Menard  outside  of  Athens.  Mr. 
Engle  was  liberal  in  his  views,  a  never-tiring 
advocate  of  religion  and  education,  and  always 
stood  as  an  advocate  of  the  right.  As  before 
stated,  he  married  a  daughter  of  Ijconard  Al- 
kire and  they  spent  their  first  winter  in  a  camp 
that  stood  near  where  the  village  of  Sweet- 
water now  stands.  He  then  built  a  cabin 
northwest  of  the  village,  where  he  lived  and 
reared  his  family.  He  lived  to  a  good  old  agi'. 
U'spwied  by  all,  and  was  prominent  in  all  the 
iiifairs  of  that  section  of  Illinois  for  more 
than  half  a  century.  He  died  in  March,  1870. 
He  reared  a  large  family,  several  of  the  sons 
being  still  living,  scattered  over  the  west.  Only 
two  of  the  family  still  live  in  this,  county: 
Mrs.  William  C.  Smoot,  of  Curtis;  and  Mrs. 
William  Ciaj^pole,  four  miles  east  of  Grecn7 
view.  Mr,  Engle's  mother  (a  widow  at  the 
time)  came  to  this  settlement  about  ten  years 
after  her  son.  She  was  a  genuine  pioneer  lady, 
large  and  almost  as  stout  as  a  man,  kind'  and 
benevolent  to  all,  a  great  nurse  and  friend  in 
times  of  sickness  and  distress.  She  passed  to 
her  reward  long  years  ago,  her  memory  revered 
and  honored  by  all  who  knew  her.  As  already 
stated,  Leomird  Alkire  was  a  native  of  Vir- 
ginia bnt  emigrated  to  Kentucky  or  was  taken 
there  by  his  parents  when  very  young.  Arriv- 
ing at  man's  estate  and  having  taken  to  himself 
a  wife,  he  removed  to  the  stat«  of  Ohio,  where 
he  remained  until  he  removed  to  Illinois,  in 
the  spring  of  1893.  While  he  resided  in  Ohio 
he  to  a  large  extent  followed  the  business  of 
buying  up  stock,  wliich  he  drove  to  more  east- 
ern markets,  a  business  at  that  day  exposing 
one  to  considerable  danger.  On  one  of  bis  trips 
home,  after  having  disposed  of  bis  drove  of 
stock,  he  traveled  on  horseback,  having  the 
money  he  had  received,  which  was  nearly  all 
silver,  in   a  pair  of  saddlebags  on  his  saddle. 
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"In  swimming  tlie  Ohio  river,"  says  a  local 
writer,  "perched  on  his  hands  and  feet  on  top 
of  the  saddle,  his  sturdy  and  trusty  roadster, 
stemming  tiie  rapid  current  with  great  cour- 
age and  energy,  when  uearing  tlic  opposite 
shore  suddenly  went  down,  but  with  a  last 
desperate  struggle,  as  if  for  life,  he  succeeded 
in  landing  his  master  on  the  solid  ground, 
when  Jlr.  Alkire  made  the  discovery  that  the 
saddle-bags,  filled  with  the  silver,  had  in  some 
way  fallen  from  his  horse,  but  had  Iniiig  to 
the  stirrup  in  such  a  way  as  to  prcatly  impede 
the  efforts  of  the  horse  while  struggling  in  the 
water,  thus  imperiling  not  only  the  hard- 
earned  cash  of  the  owner  but  the  life  of  both 
horse  and  rider."  Hearing  so  many  repeated 
stories  of  the  aiuazing  beauty  and  fertility  of 
the  "far  west,"  as  Illinois  was  then  called,  he 
made  a  trip  of  inspection  to  the  country. 
Alone  and  on  horseback  he  explored  this  then 
almost  unbroken  wilderness.  By  chance  his 
route  led  him  to  Sugar  Grove.  Entering  it 
upon  the  south  side,  he  reached  a  point  from 
whicli  the  scene  wai  viewed  to  advantage  and 
stopped  to  look  around  him.  He  was  so  im- 
pressed witli  the  wealth  and  splendor  of  what 
he  saw,  that  though  there  alone  and  no  one 
to  hear  he  reined  up  his  horse  and  shouted  at 
the  top  of  his  voice:  "Hurrah  for  old  Ken- 
tucky, the  garden  spot  of  the  world !''  Very 
soon  he  came  upon  the  claim  of  James  Mea- 
dows, and  being  so  pleased  with  the  country 
and  the  surroundings,  he  soon  bought  the  claim 
of  Mr.  Meadows.  He  then  returned  home,  sold 
his  Ohio  farm  and,  the  following  spring,  ho 
eame  to  the  Grove  and  settled  wliere  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life  was  spent.  John  Alkire, 
his  father,  came  in  a  few  years.  John  .Alkire 
had  removed  from  Virginia  to  Kentucky  in 
an  early  day,  during  those  bloody  wars  with 
the  Indians  which  gave  that  state  the  appella- 
tion that  it  has  ever  since  worn  and  will  wear 
in  all  coming  time,  "The  Dark  and  Bloody 
Ground,"  and  like  all  the  otiier  pioneers  of  the 
time  he  bore  an  active  part  in  those  wars.  He 
died  here  and  was  buried  in  what  is  known  as 
the  BJane  graveyard.  Leonard  Alkire  built  the 
first  brick  house  that  was  built  in  the  then 
county  of  Sangamon,  now  Menard,  As  noted 
el^^ewhere.    George    S|>ears.  of    Clary's    Orove, 


built  the  second  brick  bouse  that  was  erected  in 
the  same  county.  A  Ik  ire's  house  was  built 
seventy-seven  years  ago,  and  it  was  still  stand- 
ing a  few  years  back.  To  his  son,  Milem  Al- 
kire, and  to  John  Engle  and  Jesse  England, 
we  are  indebted  for  most  of  the  facts  con- 
cerning the  early  history  of  this  section  of  the 
county.  The  writer  has  in  his  old  diaries 
many  stories  told  hy  these  men  and  William 
Engle,  James  Meadows,  and  other  old  citizens 
all  over  the  county.  I.*onard  Alkire  died  in 
1877.  The  following  will  show  the  energy 
and  public  spirit  of  the  man.  About  18^8  or 
1830,  he  was  appointed  hy  the  commissioners 
of  Sangamon  county,  road  supervisor  of  the 
district  he  lived  in,  which  was  larger  than  the 
present  county  of  Menard.  He  was  ordered  to 
open  a  road  from  near  the  mouth  of  Salt  creek 
to  Havana,  on  the  Illinois  river.  A  great  im- 
pediment to  travel  in  that  route  in  those  days 
was  liie  Crane  creek  swamp.  He  called  to- 
gether all  the  able-bodied  men  in  that  region, 
and  taking  wagons,  teams,  axes,  etc.,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  the  timber,  where  he  made  rails, 
hauled  them  to  the  swamp,  and  laid  them  down 
for  a  foundation  for  a  road ;  then  he  cut  large 
ijuantitics  of  swamp  grass,  which  grew  there  in 
iibundancc,  and  spread  this  over  the  rails.  He 
next  drove  forked  sticks  astride  poles,  which 
were  laid  lengthwise  across  the  ends  of  the  rails 
to  keep  the  water  fnuu  floating  the  rails  away, 
and  then  spread  five  or  six  inches  of  sand  over 
the  grass.  In  this  way  he  constructed  a  roail 
over  the  swamp,  which  served  the  purpose  fully, 
and  lasted  for  many  years  without  repair. 

Lemuel  OfRlle  and  the  Hughe*  came  among 
the  early  settlers  about  the  same  time.  James 
Hughes  was  a  New  Light,  or  as  called  now,  a 
"Christian"  preacher,  and  one  of  the  first  of 
this  denomination  in  this  part  of  the  country, 
although  one  of  their  founders.  Barton  W. 
Stone,  had  preached  in  the  Clary's  Grove  set- 
tlement a  little  before  this.  One  of  his  sous, 
Daniel  T.  Hughes,  was  one  of  the  respected 
preachers  of  this  church,  in  this  part  of  the 
state,  and  lived  in  this  section  until  his  death, 
some  twelve  or  fifteen  years  l>aek.  One  of 
Janici  Hughes'  sons.  Hugh  D.  Hughes,  was 
one  of  the  first  residents  of  the  village  of 
Sweetwater  and  was  one  of  the  builders  of  the 
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mill  wlik-li  was  ojn'rat)''!  tluTc  ^o  long.  OlKlle 
and  tha  Hughes  i-aiiiL-  ]n>re  fvorii  limtiana, 
but  they  were  originally  from  Kentucky.  Hugh 
I),  llughfs  married  a  daughter  of  i[r.  Ollille. 
Wesley  Whipp  came  about  the  time  of  "the 
deep  snow."  He  married  a  daughter  of  Leon- 
ard Alkire,  died  many  years  ago  and  was  laid 
to  rest  in  tlie  Sugar  Grove  cemeterv.  One  of 
his  sons,  Leonard  Whipp,  one  of  tlie  leading 
lawvcis  of  Ihe  jiluct'.  now  resides  in  Peters- 
burg. Samuel  McNabb  came  previous  to  1824 
and  his  brother-in-kw  came  about  the  same 
time.  They  have  both  been  dead  many  long 
years.  Pentecost,  and  his  sons,  William,  John 
and  George,  came  in  1824  or  1825.  The  old 
gentleman's  first  name  is  not  remembered  and 
)ie  and  all  his  suns  left  the  neighborjiood  a  great 
many  years  ago.  John  Stone  came  aliout  the 
time  of  the  "ileeii  snow."  He  had  a  nund)er  of 
s(ms:  William,  Jamci^.  Stephen,  Henry,  Boyd 
and  Oliver.  .\  man  named  Parsons,  a  brother- 
iii-hiw  of  the  Stones,  eanie  to  thi.■^  eouiitry  witii 
them,  or  about  that  time.  He  had  two  sons, 
William  and  Joseph.  The  old  gentleman  and 
William  died  many  years  ago,  but  Joseph  was 
mail  carrier  between  Sweetwater  and  Green- 
view  a  great  many  years.  William  Dougl.i- 
was  here  as  early  as  1831  or  1832,  aud  settled 
in  Irish  Grove.  Matthew  Bracken  cauie  in 
l«-.;4  or  1S2.">.  and  settled  here  Imt  aflerward 
sfdd  out  to  Niehoias  Propst  and  removed  to 
Woodford  county,  where  he  died  long  since. 
A  man  by  the  name  of  MeKinney  ranks  among 
tlie  early  settlers  of  this  seetion  but  wo  are 
unable  to  learn  the  particulars  eoneorning  his 
life.  With  several  others  he  was  returning 
from  a  horse  race  and  they  got  up  a  race  of 
their  own,  in  which  MeKinney  was  tlirown 
fiom  his  horse  and  so  badly  injured  that  iio  died 
from  the  effect  in  a  short  time.  It  is  said  that 
he  was  probably  the  first  one  buried  in  the 
Sweetwater  cemetery  and  that  some  one  stuck 
the  switch,  with  which  he  was  riding  when  he 
was  thrown,  in  the  center  of  his  grave  and  it 
took  root  and  grew  and  is  now  a  huge  tree. 
Any  way,  tlie  tree  is  still  pointed  out,  and  it 
leaves  no  sigu  of  any  grave  having  ever  been 
there.  Enoch  B.  Smith  came  to  this  settle- 
ment  in  1821  and  his  nephew,  Josiah  B.  Smith, 
in  1824.     The  hitter  was  an  ohl  line  Whig,  and 


took  a  very  active  part  in  politics.  Enoch  B. 
Smith  settled  in  south  end  of  Irish  Grove  and 
his  son  Jordan  settled  in  the  same  vicinity. 
Enoch  B.  Smith  died  in  1841  and  all  his  fam- 
ily are  dead,  bo  far  as  we  can  learn.  Mrs. 
Jesse  England  was  his  daughter.  Jesse  Eng- 
land settled  here  in  1824  and  lived  here  his 
(Mtire  life,  dying  on  his  old  homestead  in  11)0^, 
having  lived  there  for  seventy-nine  years.  Mr. 
England's  father  came  from  Ohio  to  Sanga- 
mon county  in  1819  and  was  the  first  white 
maji  to  settle  on  the  east  or  north  side  of  the 
Sargamon  river,  and  his  daughter  was  the  first 
white  woman  to  settle  north  of  the  Sangamon. 
Jolm  S,  Jennison  was  a  native  of  the  old  Bay 
State,  and  came  to  Sugar  Grove  in  1822  or 
lS2:i.  He  .'iohl  Ids  eiaiin  to  Ix'onard  Alkire 
and  moved  to  Baker's  Prairie.  His  son,  Luther 
Jennison,  lives  on  a  farm  near  Greenview,  as 
does  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Jerman  Tiee,  and  an- 
other son,  John  Jennison,  has  lived  for  some 
years  in  California.  About  tlie  year  lH2.j,  two 
iirothers.  Josejili  and  Samuel  Powell,  and 
brothers-in-law  of  Leonard  Alkire,  came  from 
Ohio  liere.  hut  were  natives  of  the  Old 
Dominion.  Thoy  reared  large  families  here 
and  finally  died,  and  their  families  scattx'red 
and  moved  away,  some  going  to  Fulton  county 
years  ago,  and  others  going  to  Oregon.  Xiciio- 
las  Propst  came  here  from  Virginia  and  set- 
tled in  Sugar  Grove  before  the  winter  of  '"the 
deep  snow."  He  was  of  German  descent  and  a 
very  eccentric,  though  a  good,  man.  He  died 
niatiy  years  ago.  A  eahinet-maker  in  tlie  neigh- 
borhood was  indebted  to  him  and  not  having 
the  funds  on  hand  to  cancel  the  obligation,  he 
told  Propst  that  he  would  make  him  anything 
in  the  furniture  line  that  he  might  need. 
Propst  told  him  that  he  did  not  need  anything 
in  that  line  just  at  the  pii'sent  hut  that  some 
day  he  would  need  a  coffin  and  if  he  cliiwe  to 
make  him  one  he  might  do  so.  The  cabinet- 
maker went  to  work  on  the  coffin  and  Mr. 
Propst  superintended  the  work  and  had  it  com- 
pleted to  his  own  taste.  When  the  coffin  was 
done  there  was  still  a  small  balance  due  to 
^Ir.  Pro|)st.  so  he  had  him  make  a  long  liencli 
on  whieh  to  lay  him  out  when  the  time 
came  for  him  to  "shuffle  off  this  mortal  coil.'" 
Being  thus  far  prepared  for  final  dissolution. 
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he  made  furtlier  an-angements  for  his  last 
rest  b}'  having  a  tombstone  cut  out  of  a  solid 
limestone,  with  the  simple  inscription:  '"Nich- 
olas Propst,"  hewn  on  it.  WJien  he  finally 
died  he  was  laid  awav  in  Sugar  Grove  burving- 
groimd,  and  this  same  stone,  without  any 
other  letter  or  mark,  was  set  up  at  the  lifad  of 
his  grave  ajid  marked  his  humble  bed  till  time 
cmmblpd  it  back  to  dust.  ASter  tiie  coffin 
was  completed  he  got  into  it,  as  he  said,  "to 
try  it,  to  see  how  it  would  fit."  lie  afterward 
told  Rev.  John  Alkire  that  it  stared  him  lik^ 
h — 1  when  he  got  into  it.  John  Wright  came, 
some  timo  before  1830,  it  is  believed  from 
Ohio  but  of  this  we  are  not  sure.  He  bought 
out  MamncI  Alklrc.  a  cousin  of  Leonard  Al- 
kire. who  had  settled  here  in  1824  or  IKl'S, 
ami  he  rcnuivcd  to  Indiana  after  selling  to 
Wright.  After  living  in  the  Grove  for  sev- 
eral years  Wriglit  sold  out  and  removed  to 
Petersliirrg,  ami  afterward  he  built  the  first 
bridge  over  the  Sangamon  river  at  that  place. 
William  Gibbs  came  here  from  Baltimore  but 
was  an  Englishman  by  birth.  He  bought 
Wright  out  when  he  removed  to  Petersburg. 
Reuben  D.  Black  came  from  Ohio,  and  after 
living  here  for  a  time  he  married  a  daughter 
of  Leonar<l  Alkire.  Black  was  a  physician  and 
years  ago  left  here,  removing  to  Missouri. 
1819-1905. 
Kighty-six  years!  What  an  insignificant 
point  of  time,  when  compared  to  the  ages  of 
the  woHd's  past  history!  Even  time  itself  is 
only 

" a  brief  arc. 

Cut  from  eternity's  mysterious  orh, 

And  cast  beneath  the  skies — " 
and  yet  what  a  vast  record  these  eighty-pi.v 
years  have  borne  with  them  from  the  world. 
Revolutions  have  swept  over  the  earth,  as 
troiihlcd  visions  sweep  over  the  breast  of 
dn-aniing  sorrow.  Cities  have  arisen  and  flour- 
i8he<l  for  a  little  season  and  then  have  perished 
from  the  earth,  leaving  not  even  a  trace  to 
mark  the  spot  where  once  they  stood.  Nations 
and  empires  have  sprung  into  being,  gathering, 
in  a  few  decades,  the  strength  of  centuries, 
and  then  as  suddenly  have  sunk  from  the  world 
forever.     The  changes  and  mighty  events  tliat 


have  occurred  in  our  own  county,  in  a  few  short 
years,  are  equally  astounding.  The  coming  of 
the  steamboat,  the  building  of  the  railroad, 
the  telegraph,  the  telephone,  and  all  the  won- 
derful work  of  electricity  are  but  a  few  of  these 
astounding  events.  Eighty-six  jears  ago  when 
James  Meadows  erected  a  log  cabin  in  Sugar 
Grove,  he  could  not  have  belie;  td  that  to  da\ 
would  present  the  changes  that  we  =et  e\en 
if  one  had  "arisen  from  the  dead  to  proclaim 
it.  Where  were  the  wild  prairji.-^  and  the 
densely  wooded  groves  and  tangkd  dells  inhab- 
ited only  by  Indians,  wolves  panthers  and 
other  wild  animals,  are  now  va'st  field-  of  «av 
ing  grain;  and  the  palatial  home  of  the  farmer, 
with  every  comfort  and  convenience  that  the 
heart  could  wish,  now  stand-  where  the  hunttrs 
cabin  or  the  Indian's  wigwam  then  stoo*l  \]\ 
these  changes  are  difficult  to  realizt  h\  an\ 
but  those  who  have  witnes-td  them  Think 
for  a  moment  of  some  of  the  trials  that  tlnse 
pioneers  experienced;  the  difficultv,  for  in- 
stance, of  securing  the  absolute  essentials  of 
life.  Sometimes  a  trip  was  mad(  to  St  l^ouie 
for  Buch  supplies  as  salt  flour,  sugar  and  lof 
fee.  when  the  settler  could  afford  such  hi\ 
uries.  James  Meadows  made  more  than  one 
trip  to  that  city.  In  a  canoe  b\  wa^  of  the 
Sangamon,  Illinois  and  AIissi'-sippi  rivers 

James  McXahh  taught  tlu  hi-t  '•clmot  in 
that  settlement,  in  a  log  cabin  that  stood  near 
where  (Gregory  Lukins  Imd  so  long  we-t  of 
Sweetwater.  As  his  old  pupils,  if  any  of  them 
are  still  alive,  look  back  to  the  days  when  he 
ruled  with  a  rod  of  iron,  they  may  call  to  mind, 
no  doubt,  the  familiar  linos  of  Goldsmith: 
"Beside  yon   straggling  fence   that   skirts  the 

way. 
With  blossoming  furze  unprofitably  gay, 
There,   in  his  noisy  mansion,  skilled  to  rule, 
The  village  master  taught  his  little  school; 
A  man  severe  he  was  and  stern  to  view; 
I  knew  him  well,  and  every  truant  knew; 
Well    had    the    boding    tremblers  learned   to 

trace 
The  day's  disaster  in  his  morning  face; 
Full    well    they   laughed,     with     counterfeited 

glee. 
At  all  his  jokes,  for  many  a  joke  had  he; 
Full  well  the  busy  whisper  circling  round 
Conveyed  the  dismal  tidings  when  he  frowned; 
Yet  he  was  kind,  or  if  severe  in  aught. 


D,g:izcdbv\J00gIe 


I'AST  AND    I'liKSKXT    OF    MKXARD    COIXTY 


The  love  he  bore  to  leamiiitj  was  his  fault. 
Amazed  the  gazing  rustics  ranged  around; 
And  still   they  gazed,  and   still    the    wonder 

grew 
That  one  small  head  eould  carry  all  he  knew." 

If  this  teacher  could  be  permitted  to  return 
and  see  the  state  of  education  n()w  and  look 
into  our  schoolrooms  and  see  the  helps  and  ad- 
vantages that  our  cliildren  now  enjoy,  he  would 
conchicle  doiihtluss  that  his  slwp  in  the  grave 
had  been  mucli  longer  than  it  really  has. 

The  religious  history  of  this  section  is  given 
in  anolJier  place,  but  we  will  enter  into  some 
detail,  in  this  case,  that  we  may  not  be  obliged 
to  do  so  in  other  cases,  as  the  hi.<tory  of  the 
trials  and  difficulties  that  one  community  had 
to  meet,  is  similar  to  that  of  all  others. 

Rev.  John  Alkire,  Rev.  Hughes  and  Sev. 
Abner  Peeler  (who  after  a  few  years  removed 
to  Woodford  county)  were  the  early  divines 
of  the  New  Light,  or,  as  they  afterward  pre- 
ferred to  be  called.  Christian  church.  A  con- 
gregation of  this  faith  was  organized  here  in 
quite  an  early  day.  They  first  worshipped  in 
a  house  Uiat  stood  near  the  old  home  of  Greg- 
i)ry  I.ukins  and  was  used  for  tioth  churcli  and 
school  purposes.  It  was  built  of  logs,  had  a 
puncheon  floor,  was  covered  with  clapboards, 
and  had  a  fireplace,  with  stick  or  "cat  and 
clay,"  chimney,  at  each  end.  In  1838  they 
built  a  frame  church,  eighteen  by  twent>'  feet, 
on  t^he  same  site,  and  it,  like  the  former,  was 
used  for  both  church  and  sclipol  purposes.  In 
1848  this  frame  building  wa.^;  replaced  by  a 
brick  edifice  on  the  same  site.  After  the  vil- 
lage of  Sweetwater  was  laid  out  this  church 
was  converted  into  a  dwelling,  and  tlie  society 
erected  a  large  and  substantial  brick  church  in 
the  village.  This  building  still  stands  and  is 
occupied  by  the  congregation,  seemingly  in  as 
good  a  state  of  repair  as  when  first  built.  It 
is  still  occupied  by  a  prosperous  congregation. 

The  Presbyterians  have  a  good  house  of  wor- 
ship in  Sweetwater  and  the  Rev.  Thomas 
preaehes   rogidarly  to  them. 

Sweetwater  was  laid  out  by  William  Engle 
and  the  Alkires  in  the  year  18.13.  It  is  located 
on  sections  .31  and  32,  in  township  19,  range 
5.  It  is  near  Sugar  Grove,  which,  before  the 
woodman's  ax  had  defaced  its  beauty,  was  one 


of  the  prettiest  groves  of  timber  in  Illinois. 
Knglc  had  for  some  time  had  a  store  on  his 
farm  and  when  the  village  was  laid  out  the  Al- 
kires opened  a  store  there,  and  soon  after  this 
Mr.  Engle  moved  his  store  there  too.  Soon 
after  the  village  was  laid  out  a  petition  wa^^ 
^ent  uj)  asking  for  n  [mstofhce  at  Sugar  (irove. 
Sir.  Harris  then  represented  this  district  in 
congress  and  when  he  made  the  application  he 
was  informed  that  there  was  a  Sugar  Grove 
postoffice  in  the  state  already,  and  he  wrote 
to  this  effect  to  Mr.  Eiigie.  He  consulted  with 
some  of  the  neighbors  aiiout  the  matter  and 
they  decided  that  as  the  water  of  the  sugar- 
trees,  which  formed  the  grove,  was  sweet,  that 
Sweetwater  would  bo  next  thing  to  Sugar 
Grove,  and  so  that  name  was  adopted.  One 
citizen  informed  the  writer,  however,  that  the 
town  had  another  name,  that  it  was  often 
called  "Chloeville."  Pointed  questioning  drew 
from  tills  citincn  the  following  statement:  At 
one  time  there  was  an  old  lady  lived  in  the 
village  whose  first  name  was  Ohloe,  "and  some 
one,  in  acknowledgement,"  said  our  informant, 
"of  her  general  cussedness,  as  a  burlesque, 
called  the  town  after  her."  William  Engle 
was  the  first  pastmaster  in  the  place;  Jacob 
Propst,  Jr.,  was  the  first  blacksmith;  Dr.  John 
H.  Hughes  was  the  first  physician;  Deal  & 
.Hughes  built  and  operated  the  first  mill.  Th<» 
bu  of  tie  town,  at  the  present,  may  he 

this  mI     I  :     Two  good  general  stortv, 

a  black  n  t!  1  op,  a  physician.  Dr.  Hill,  two 
eh  r  he"  and  a  eboolhouse  of  two  rooms.  The 
town  w  bcl  e  has  never  been  incorporated, 
but  the  general  moral  sentiment  is  such  that 
they  do  not  need  such  protection  as  this  would 
bring.  The  writer  has  no  disposition  to  make 
light  of  sacred  things,  but  if  the  story  of  the 
"Soul  Sleeper"  troubles  in  the  S'weet water 
church  could  be  told,  as  a  citizen  once  told  it, 
tiie  demand  for  these  pages  would  be  immense, 
but  this  we  will  not  undertake  to  do,  and  will 
close  this  chapter  by  a  brief  reference  to  the 
churches  here.  The  schoolhouse  was  built  in 
IStiS  or  1870,  at  a  cost  of  about  four  thousand, 
five  hundred  dollars.  The  Christian  church 
was  built  years  ago,  at  a  cost  of  about  three 
thousand,  five  hundred  dollars.  The  congre- 
gation   was  a   large,   peaceful   and   proBperous 
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one,  as  iinv  in  the  land,  till  one  Elder  S|»wr, 
of  Indiana,  was  called  to  the  pastorate.  His 
preaching  was  all  right  for  a  time,  for  he  was  a 
man  of  far  more  than  ordinary  ability,  but 
by  and  by  he  began  to  prcaeh  the  most  material 
form  of  "soul-sleeping,"  It  is  enough  to  say 
that  the  church  was  rent  asunder,  the  greater 
part  of  the  members,  perhaps,  endorsing  the 
new  ihK'triui's,  ami  so  infatuated  and  insane 
did  thoy  become  that  they  were  absolutely  look- 
ing for  the  immediate  coming  of  Christ. 
Some  went  so  far  as  to  say  that  they  expected 
to  go  fishing  with  the  Savior  in  Salt  creek. 
Elder  J.  K.  Speer  would  not  accept  a  stipu- 
lated salary,  "0,  no,  all  he  wanted  was  a  liv- 
ing," and  the  faction  that  followed  him  off 
were  wealthy  and  full  of  zeal,  and  "he  was 
clothed  in  purple  and  fine  linen  and  fared 
sumptuously  every  day."  Of  course  the  ehurcli 
divided ;  the  staid  and  reasonable  part  stayed 
with  their  church,  while  the  fanatics  pulled 
out.  The  Soul-Sleepers  built  a  neat  frame 
church  in  the  village,  at  a  cost  of  two  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars.  They  lived  awhile,  S'peer 
got  ail  ho  could  out  of  them  and  left,  and  most 
of  thein,  from  the  best  that  we  can  learn, 
drifted  into  infidelity.  It  took  the  Christian 
church  years  to  recover  from  this  stroke.  The 
Methodists  bought  the  Adventist's  house,  when 
they  went  up,  or  rather  when  they  failed  to  go 
up.  The  Methodists  were  unsuccessful  nud  in 
a  littlo  while  they  sold  the  house  to  the  Pres- 
byterians, who  still  own  it.  and  have  a  pros- 
perous congregation  there,  and  to  whom  Rev. 
Thomas  preaches  regularly. 


JOHX  WILKINSON. 

The  history  of  Sugar  (irove  would  l)e  in- 
eoniplete  without  a  sketch  of  the  Wilkinson 
family.  Fred  Wilkinson,  of  IVter«burg,  Illi- 
nois, is  a  grandson  of  the  great  ironmonger  of 
England  and  a  .son  of  John  Wilkinson  of 
Menard  county,  who  died  in  Greenview  many 
years  ago.  John  Wilkinson  was  intimately  as- 
sociated with  James  Watt,  the  inventor  of  the 
steam  engine,  and  with  many  of  the  greatest 
scientific  men  of  his  day.  but  he  never  ae(]uired 
the  notoriety  even  in  England  that  he  deserved. 


Few  old  people  are  now  living  who  can  remem- 
ber the  great  ironmaster  and  his  deeds  of  enter- 
l»rise.  Strange  tales,  however,  could  these  few 
tell  of  his  "cast  iron  eoliers"  that  could  get 
coal  by  machinery,  of  bis  e<'centricity,  of  his 
wealth,  and  of  his  singular  superstition.  .\s 
an  illustration  of  this  latter,  we  are  told,  that 
im  his  deathbed  he  declared  his  (THivietion  that 
at  the  end  of  seven  years  he  would  return  to 
the  earth  again.  His  work  people  showed  a 
singular  aversion  to  handing  his  name  down  to 
IKisterity.  as  if  they  felt  tiiemselves  the  securest 
guardians  of  his  virtue  and  his  fauu'.  For  his 
wonderful  ability,  for  his  depth  of  seientifie 
research,  Wilkinson  deserves  to  live  in  the 
annals  of  industry  and  enter|irise.  His  friend- 
ship for  Boulton  and  Waft  makes  it  remark- 
able that  his  name  should  have  been  passed  over 
by  biographers  of  the  inventors  of  the  steam 
engine.  Surely,  "the  father  of  the  iron  trade," 
as  he  has  been  aptly  named,  deserved  at  least 
a  pa.ssing  mention  in  the  biography  of  his 
friend  James  Watt.  John  Wilkinson  was  horn 
in  17^8  and  under  circumstances  which  t!ie 
superstitious  people  of  the  vicinity  believed  por- 
tended that  "Johnny  would  some  day  be  a  great 
man."  His  mother  was  in  the  ■habit  of  going 
every  day  to  the  market  with  the  products  of 
their  little  farm  and  on  this  owasion,  as  she 
was  returning  to  her  home,  the  son  was  born 
in  the  cart.  John  Wilkinson  was  the  inventor 
of  iron  iioats.  The  first  one  ever  tried  was  built 
at  his  foundry  and  was  named  the  "Trial." 
He  was  also  the  first  to  use  coal  sueccssfuUy  in 
smelting  inm.  His  life,  like  that  of  Oliver 
('roinweU's.  was  attended  by  a  very  singular 
circumstance.  As  Septemlier  3d  was  the  dies 
iiiimbili'i  in  the  Protector's  history,  so  was  July 
14th  in  the  life  of  Wilkinson.  He  came  to 
Staffordshire  on  July  14,  \7Mi.  He  attended 
the  great  ban«iuet  in  Paris  July  14.  17H(i.  He 
launched  the  first  iron  boat  on  July  14,  1787. 
He  obtained  a  patent  for  the  improvement  of 
the  steam  engine  July  14.  17!)!1;  and  he  closed 
his  eventful  and  iiseful  life  on  the  14th  of  July, 
1808.  He  left  a  vast  fortune  in  money  and  real 
estate.  His  children,  a  numlHT  of  them  being 
quite  young,  were  left  to  the  care  of  guardians. 
John  Wilkinson,  the  father  of  Fred  Wilkin- 
son, of  Petersburg,  was  but  six  years  of  age 
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when  lie  wa.s  thus  placed  in  the  care  of  guardians 
and  was  at  oiiee  placed  iu  school,  and  from  that 
time  on  till  he  reached  his  majority  he  was 
constantly  in  school.  Being  (xjssessod  of  more 
than  ordinary  natural  gifts  of  mind,  it  is  not 
to  be  wondered  at  that  his  advancement  was 
rapid  and  lie  acquired  a  finished  education. 
Beside  being  thoroughly  drilled  in  the  sciences 
of  the  day,  he  was  a  thorough  master  of  six  dif- 
ferent languages  liesidcs  his  mother  tongue. 
On  reaching  his  majority  he  came  into  posses- 
sion of  a  vast  ci-tiite,  hut  not  Iwing  traine<l  in 
the  intricaeies  of  business,  all  these  vast  in- 
tprests  were  placed  under  the  eontrol  of  agents. 
Beside  this  young  Wilkinson,  having  been 
roared  in  luxury  and  having  acquired  some 
rather  "fast"  habits,  it  is  not  to  lie  wondered 
at  that  ho  went  in  to  gratify  his  tastes  for 
pleasure.  lie  was  a  great  admirer  of  horifes, 
aiul  went  into  the  raee^  with  all  the  zeal  and 
energy  of  his  ini])etuous  nature.  But  we  can 
not  tell  tlie  story  here.  He  ventured  and  lost. 
His  agents,  doui^less,  took  advantage  of  him 
and  soon  much  of  tlie  estate  was  gone.  In  dis- 
gust, he  placed  the  vast  business  under  his  con- 
trol in  the  hands  of  others  and  bidding  fare- 
well to  liis  native  land  and  taking  passage  on  a 
sailing  vessel,  he  started  for  the  shores  of 
America  to  begin  life  anew.  After  a  stormy 
voyage  of  forty-two  days,  he  landed  at  New 
Orleans,  tlienee  up  the  Mississippi  and  Illinois 
rivers  to  Eeard.'lown,  and  then  to  Sugar  Grove, 
where  he  landed  in  lS:i7.  He  took  up  his 
abode  with  one  of  the  Boyer  families,  who  then 
lived  in  the  south  side  of  Sugar  Grove,  near 
where  the  cemetery  now  is.  In  1838  he  was 
miitcd  in  marriage  to  Jliss  Sarah  Goble.  He 
took  up  land  and  began  life  in  earnest.  Ho 
farmed  extensively,  raising  cattle  and  hogs, 
driving  hundreds  of  the  latter  to  Peoria, 
Bcardstown,  Siiringfield  and  other  markets. 
At  one  time  he  owned  a  half  section  of  land 
lying  north  of  Sweetwater,  now  owned  hy  Sir. 
Wernsing.  In  the  fall  of  IH.iS  he  began  prepa- 
rations for  building  the  bote!  at  Grcenview, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1H.">!)  he  removed  his  fam- 
ily ti)  Grcenview,  where  some  years  later  ho 
died.  He  was,  in  many  res|)ccts,  a  very  re- 
markable man.  lie  was  an  unusually  intelli- 
g<'ut  man.  an  enterprising  citizen  and  a  won- 


derfully accommodating  neighbor.  He  was  a 
useful  man  in  the  community  where  he  lived. 
Fred  Wilkinson  was  born  in  Sugar  Grove  in 
1840.  From  his  earliest  manhood  he  has  oc- 
cupied positions  of  importance  and  honor  in 
the  einumunity  where  he  lived.  When  barely 
more  than  a  boy  he  was  captain  of  the  anti- 
borsc  thief  company  at  Gri-enview;  a  little  later 
he  was  school  director  there,  and  while  he  was 
in  that  position  two  new  schoolhouses  were 
built  there.  He  was  early  in  the  field  for  the 
improvement  of  the  breed  of  onr  stock  and 
brougiit  into  the  neighborhood  several  thor- 
oughbred horses.  Later  Jlr.  Wilkinson  was 
elected  sheriff  in  1870  and  served  tlie  jiwide 
so  faithfully  that  he  was  elected  for  a  second 
tenn  to  the  same  office.  He  was  elected  to  the 
legislature  in  ISBfi  and  ehosi'n  to  the  same 
position  again  in  18!)0.  lie  was  collector  of 
internal  revenue  for  seven  counties  of  the 
eighth  district  from  1887  to  188!t.  He  was 
al.so  United  States  ganger  in  distilleries 
in  Pekin.  Illinois,  from  18!)^  to  1899. 
Ho  was  married  to  Miss  Olive  Bishop, 
Octolier  10.  18SI5.  In  l«8il  he  bought  the 
Peterslmrg  Democrat.  (But  this  is  told  in 
anotlicr  place.)  Mr.  Wilkinson  is  one  of  our 
most  useful  and  enterprising  citizens,  using 
his  influence  for  every  enterprise  that  promises 
the  ad^'aneement  and  welfare  of  the  town  in 
which  he  is  a  citizen. 


ATHENS. 

In  giving  the  early  settlements  of  the  county 
it  is  l>etter  to  give  them  by  neighborhoods  or 
settlements  than  by  precincts  or  other  political 
divisions,  because  those  settlements  have  no 
agreement  with  the  artificial  divisions  made 
by  man.  This  section  includes  the  southeast 
part  of  the  county,  bordering  on  Sangamon  on 
the  south  and  touching  Logan  on  the  east.  Be- 
fore tlie  advent  of  the  white  man  it  was  al- 
most equally  divided  between  prairie  and  tim- 
i)cr  land.  Tiie  western  part  from  the  Sanga- 
mon river  for  a  distance  of  almost  four  miles 
is  rolling  and  some  of  it  bmkcn  by  ravines  and 
was  originally  covered  with  forests  of  the  finest 
timlier.    Some  small  streams  of  water  meander 
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tlir(mf:li  this  (icirtiou,  tlio  largest  of  which  is  lu- 
dinn  orei'k,  which  takes  its  rise  in  the  north 
hfiriiiT  i>f  tile  territory  referred  to  iind  flows 
norllnvej-t  toward  the  Sangamon  river.  The 
tiiiiU-r  ihal  was  oiiee  so  ahuiulimt  is  nearly  all 
goDc  and  the  land  is  in  I'liitivation,  The  Chi- 
cago, Peoria  &  St.  Louis  Railroad  runs  through 
this  jKirtion  of  the  county,  having  a  depot  at 
tie  town  of  Athens. 

'I'hi'  year  succeeding  tlu'  admission  of  Illi- 
nois into  the  sistiTiiood  of  states  immigration 
iH'pni  to  How  steadily  into  the  Sangamon  eonn- 
try  and  durirg  tlie  half  decade  following  a 
givat  many  seltlements  were  formed  in  the 
various  ]iarts  of  that  eountrj'.  It  is  admitted 
hy  all  that  the  setllemont  of  Clary's  <!rove  was 
the  lirst  setllement  in  the  county,  hut  very  soon 
after,  if  not  at  the  very  time  of  that  settlement, 
others  wi're  locating  in  other  parts  of  the  eoun- 
ly.  It  was  the  unvarying  custom  to  make  these 
scttlenients  in  the  tiniher  and  near  the  streams 
of  water.  .\nd  here,  on  the  very  threshold  of 
our  investigation,  we  are  environed  with  diffi- 
culties. To  designate  any  one  of  the  early  set- 
tlers as  lieing  the  iirst  is  a  ros|)onsibility  that 
we  do  not  desire  to  assume,  A  number  came 
in  at  so  near  the  same  time  and  llie  evidence  is 
po  nearly  balanced  that  it  is  im[K)ssible  at  this 
late  date  to  deteriuine  who  has  a  right  to  claim 
the  honor.  Among  the  very  earliest,  however, 
we  may  mention  Robert  White  and  William  B. 
Short,  who  were  both  from  Green  county,  Ken- 
tucky, and  who  settled  in  the  Indian  Point 
timlH-r,  Short  located  on  ihe  place  still  oecu- 
piwl  hy  his  son  James  Short,  now  a  man  of 
o\er  eighty  years  oE  a;:e,  and  Robert  White, 
where  his  grandiwtn  John  X.  White  now  resides. 
These  men  are  said  to  have  staked  off  their 
claims  and  begun  their  improvements  in  tiie 
fall  of  l«1!t.  The  claims  they  at  first  staked 
off  and  improved  and  afterward  entered,  they 
lived  on  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Short 
died  in  IHti'-i  and  was  buried  in  the  Txjlianon 
cemetery.  He  was,  doubth'ss,  the  "most  mar- 
ried" man  in  the  county,  for  no  less  tiian  live 
times  had  he  plighted  his  vows  at  the  liymenial 
altar,  Mr.  White  died  nearly  fifty  years  ago 
and  his  remains  also  rest  in  the  I/ilmnon  ceme- 
tery. The  Short  homestead  is  occupied  hy 
James  B.  Short,  son  of  AVilliam  B-    The  grand- 


eiiiidien  of  Robert  White  live  on  the  old  farm, 
A  venerable  elm.  laaring  the  initiaJs  "W.  B.  S." 
was  stilt  standing  a  few  years  itack.  marking 
the  corner  of  the  Short  claim,  as  he  marked  it 
ivheu  lie  took  the  claim.  This  same  fail,  or 
jiossibly  the  following  spring,  that  of  IH^I), 
Joseph  Smith,  who  was  from  the  .soutliern  part 
of  Kentucky,  took  a  claim  on  the  south  side 
of  the  Indian  Point  timiier.  Smith  was  a 
wagiunnakcr  by  trade  and  had  a  slio])  at  his 
home  and  was  doubtless  the  first  of  that  trade 
on  tile  east  side  tif  the  Sangamon  river  in  this 
cuuTity.  He  impntved  the  farm  afterward 
invneil  )iy  Alfred  Tin-ner.  Ho  died  many  years 
ago  and  was  liurini  at  Indian  Point.  William 
Holland,  a  brotlier-in-law  of  Smith,  eame  from 
Ohio  and  settled  at  this  time  on  the  south  side 
of  the  Indian  Point  timber.  He  was  a  black- 
smith and,  like  Smith,  was  the  flrst  of  his  trade 
in  this  whole  section.  He  was  a]>|H)inted  by  the 
government  blacksmith  for  the  Ivickajioo  In- 
dians at  a  salary  of  five  hundred  dollars  a  year. 
Some  years  later  he  went  in  the  same  eajHieity 
lo  P<'oriii,  or  Fort  Clark,  as  it  was  then,  and 
flnaliy  died  in  Wasiiington,  Tazewell  county. 
In  182U  Matthew  Rogers,  from  Otsego  county, 
Xew  York,  built  a  log  cabin  one  mile  north  and 
east  of  the  pnsent  site  of  tlie  town  of  Athens. 
He  did  not  oirupy  the  cabin,  however,  till  the 
spring  of  ISsJl.  Four  years  after  this,  when 
tiic  land  came  into  market,  he  entered  this  tract 
together  with  a  large  ajnount  beside,  Mr, 
Rogers  lived  on  this  place  for  many  years.  In 
old  age,,  however,  he  removed  to  Athens,  where 
he  died  in  lS-!7,  His  life  was  so  prominently. 
connecte(!  with  the  early  settlenient  of  this  sec- 
t*on  of  country  that  he  deserves  more  tiian  a 
l)assing  notice.  lie  was  a  descendant  from  the 
same  stock  with  the  eelelirated  John  Rogers, 
who  was  burned  at  the  stake,  a  martyr  to  his 
ricvotion  to  religious  ])rinciplcs.  He  married 
Anna,  daughter  of  Timothy  and  Myriam  I.ee 
Morse,  through  whohi  the  family  is  related  to 
tbi-  late  Professor  S.  F.  B.  Moii^e,  the  illustri- 
ous inventor  of  the  electric  telegraph.  While 
in  Xew  York  Matlhew  Roger  oceu])ied  a  promi- 
nent position  in  society  and  was  at  one  time 
colonel  of  militia.  The  family  emigrated  to 
Illinois  in  ISIK.  or  rather  started  then,  but  did 
not  reach  here  until  1811).     Mr.  Rogers  built  e 
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frame  Iram  iu  1825  or  1H26  and  tliis  is  said  to 
be  the  first  frame  building  erected  in  tbe  state 
north  of  the  Sangamon  river.  Mr.  Rogers 
reared  a  family  wlio  perfornie^l  an  important 
part  in  the  future  deveh)|inieTit  of  Menard 
county.  Henry  C.  Kogers,  liis  eid(«t  son,  lived 
a  useful  and  lionored  life  and  died  some  years 
ago  on  the  old  homestead  near  Athens.  One  of 
liis  (laughters  was  the  wife  of  Amberry  Rankin, 
of  Athens,  and  another  the  wife  of  Harry  Rig- 
gin,  of  whom  we  will  speak  further  on.  Jlr. 
Rogers  established  the  first  nursery  in  this  part 
of  the  state,  and  he  was  the  first  postmaster 
at  Athens.  When  Abraham  Lincoln  kept  the 
|K)8tofliee  at  \ew  Salem  he  used  to  walk  across 
tlic  country,  through  the  womls,  to  Athens  to 
get  the  mail  for  Salem,  which  he  carried  in  his 
pocket. 

In  the  fall  of  181!*  Thomas  Primm  came 
from  St.  Clair  county  and  laid  a  claim  south- 
east of  where  Athens  now  stantls.  After  taking 
the  preliminary  steps  neees.^ary  to  secure  his 
claim  he  returned  to  his  family.  In  the  spring 
of  1820  he  returned  and  raised  a  crop,  but  did 
not  remove  his  family  here  till  in  the  fall.  On 
his  first  trip  he  traded  the  horse  he  rode  to 
Stejilien  Kngland,  in  payment  for  which  En- 
gland was  to  build  him  a  log  cabin  and  make 
for  him  a  stipulated  number  of  rails.  The 
cabin  whs  built  ami  the  rails  made  in  1819,  but, 
as  said  above,  Primni  did  not  move  till  the  fall 
of  1820. 

John  Primni,  a  brother  of  the  above,  came 
in  1820.  The  advent  of  the  Primm  family  in 
Illinois  dates  hack  to  a  very  early  day.  Joiin 
I'rimm,  the  father  of  Thomas  and  John,  above 
mentioned,  came  from  Virginia  to  St.  Clair 
county  in  1802,  and  the  date  of  tbe  coming  of 
their  mother's  family  runs  sliil  farther  back. 
Mrs.  Primm  was  a  daughter  of  Abram  Stal- 
lings,  who  came  down  the  Ohio  river  in  a  ivoat 
from  Virginia  and  s<'tHcd  in  the  bounds  of 
what  is  now  St.  Clair  county  in  17!)(i.  John 
Primm,  the  father  of  the  Thomas  and  John 
above  named,  and  his  tliR^e  hrotiiers,  William, 
James  and  Thomas,  witc  all  soldier^;  in  the 
H.'volutionary  war  and  f-)Ug!it  in  Washinglon's 
command.  Thomas  I'rimni,  who  came  here  in 
]81!t.  died  at  his  linmc  near  Athens  in  18r,(l  at 
tbe  age  of  seventy-four  yi'ars      He  had  a  large 


family  of  sons,  several  of  whom  died  years  ago. 
These  were  Daniel,  Xinian.  James  and  Jolin, 
while  William,  Dr.  Thomas  L,  and  Abraham 
lived  to  be  old  men.  Some  of  the  third  genera- 
tion still  live  in  this  vicinity.  Among  them 
we  may  mention  Xinian  0.,  one  of  the  sucii'ss- 
ful  farmers  of  that  part  of  Menard  county. 
The  setth'Uients  thus  far  named  were  the  very 
earliest  in  this  ]»art  of  the  county. 

In  1820  Orimal  Clark  laid  claim  to  the  tract 
of  land  which  .Athens  now  stauds  upon,  but  he 
did  not  remain  on  it  long,  but  soon  sold  it  to 
Rev.  John  Overstrcet,  of  whom  the  romantic 
story  is  told  in  another  ])laee.  Clark  removed 
from  .\thens  to  Fancy  Creek,  below  Williams- 
ville,  and  later  to  Springfield,  where  he  dieil 
many  years  ago.  The  year  1820  brougiit  a  large 
number  of  recruits  to  the  population  of  this 
section.  ■  Mnrlin  Higgins,  son-in-lflw  of  Mat- 
thew Rogers,  spoken  of  above,  John  Moore,  a 
Mr.  Terry,  William  Armstrong,  James  Ilayne.s 
and  John  flood,  all  came  this  year.  Higgins 
was  from  Xew  York  and  settled  what  is  known 
as  the  William  Primm  fnnn,  hut  he  sidd  it  in 
a  few  years  to  Thomas  Primm  and  located  south 
of  Indian  creek,  where  he  live<l  and  died.  Moore 
and  Terry  were  l)oth  from  Vermont  and  set- 
tled at  Indian  Point.  Moore  was  a  cabinet- 
maker by  trade  and  liad  the  first  cabinet  shop 
in  this  county,  Terry  and  wife  were  both  highly 
educated  and  a<'Complished  and  found  them- 
selves ill  at  ease  among  their  rustic  neighbors, 
so  they  soon  sold  out  to  Martin  Higgins  and  re- 
moved to  Springfield,  where  they  remained  for 
a  few  years  and  then  rtdumcd  to  their  native 
'■(ireeu  Mountain  state."  Moore  left  in  a  few 
years  and  returned  no  more.  William  Arni- 
slnmg  at  first  settled  on  Indian  creek,  but  after 
a  few  years  he  sold  out  to  Eli  Branson  and 
niovcii  to  the  vicinity  of  what  is  now  Oakford 
and  settled  there,  and  there  he  lived  and  died. 
JIany  of  his  descendants  are  anmnd  Oakford 
yet,  Pleasant  .\rmstrong,  a  single  imither, 
lived  with  William  and  he  was  one  of  the  early 
justices  of  the  peace  of  this  section.  Haynes 
and  (Jood  were  l>oth  from  Ohio.  Tbe  former 
setth'd  on  Indian  creek  and  afterward  sold  to 
Martin  Higgins  and  moved  to  Texas,  fiood 
went  farther  west  and  settled  on  the  prairie 
iielween  the  Indian  crwk  and  Oak  Bridge  tim- 


Digirizcd  by 


Google 


PAST  AND    PRESENT    OF    MENAHD    t'OlNTY 


bi-r.  He,  after  ii  few  Vfars,  sold  to  old  man 
Tiif.  tlic  father  of  the  late  Jiulne  John  Tice. 
ami  in  eoin])anv  with  Haynes  went  to  Texas. 
Jatncs  (iardncr  al«)  came  in  1850  and  settled 
on  the  farm  on  whk-h  old  Ilarrv  Rip^iii  lived 
and  died.  Gardner  was  from  New  York  and 
his  aged  father  came  with  him.  Later  lie  went 
to  Fulton  eonntv.  In  18"J1  Walter  Turner 
came  and  laid  a  claim  on  tlie  soutli  side  of  the 
Indian  Point  timber,  which  he  imin-oved  and, 
being  a  tanner  by  trade,  ho  later  opened  a  tan- 
yard,  which  be  run  for  a  number  of  years  to 
tlio  great  benefit  of  the  community.  He  lived 
and  died  on  the  same  farm  and  his  youngest 
son.  William,  now  owns  it.  Harry  Riggin  eame 
that  same  year,  iKiught  a  claim  and  engaged  in 
tilling  the  soil.  His  ancestors  eame  from  Ire- 
land and  there  the  name  was  not  Riggin,  but 
O'Regan.  When  bis  ancL-stors  came  to  America, 
having  renounced  Romanism  and  espoused 
Protestantism,  tbey  eJianged  the  name  to  what 
it  now  is  and  thoy  liave  borne  it  ever  since.  He 
was  often  heard  to  ex])rcss  regret  that  the 
<-liange  was  ever  made.  Harry  Riggin  was  one 
of  tlie  most  enterprising  and  useful  citizcna  in 
his  time  in  the  connty.  His  name  was  often 
bcrnie  tbe  public  for  positions  of  trust  and 
honor.  H<'  was  a  member  of  tbe  board  of  com- 
missioners for  Sangamon  county  who  located 
tJic  county  R'at.  He  was  at  different  times  a 
candidate  for  office,  but  was  defeated,  his  com- 
(n'titors  licing  such  men  at  Stephen  T.  T.ogan. 
Xinian  EdwardiJ  and  Abraham  Lincoln — men 
who  later  achieved  fame  in  a  much  wider  lii'lil. 
His  long,  useful  and  public-spirited  life  closed 
in  1ST4.  after  ho  had  attained  tbe  ripe  age 
of  eigbly-one  years  and  six  months. 

Elisba.  Aimer  and  James  Hall,  hrotliers, 
eame  from  Ohio  and  settled  in  the  vicinity  of 
.Vthcns  in  1822.  Some  of  their  descendants 
are  living  in  and  around  Athens  still.  Philip 
Smith,  also  from  Ohio,  came  this  year  and 
made  improvements  where  Tbcophilus  Turner 
afterward  lived.  Smith  was  a  blacksmith  and 
ri>liowed  his  trade  in  connection  with  farming. 
In  183.3  William  Johnson  and  James  Williams 
came  from  Batii  county,  Kentucky,  and  Itcgan 
improving  claims  north  of  Indian  creek.  5Ir. 
Johnson  died  in  184^.  His  wife  survived  him 
a  great  many  years  and  at  an  advanced  age  wlio 


died  whore  tbey  had  st'ttlcj  so  long  before. 
Their  son,  Jefferson  Johnson,  owns  the  old 
liome  farm  and  ju,st  in  front  of  his  modern 
farm  housi'  may  still  U'  swn  signs  of  where  tbe 
house  stood  in  which  the  family  was  rearc<!. 
Jeff  Johnson  is  well  on  toward  eighty  years  of 
agc'  and  slill  lives  on  the  very  sjiot  where  he 
was  born.  His  brother,  John  Johnson,  is  still 
livin-i  in  the  same  comnninity. 

WilliajTi.-;  located  west  of  Johnson  and  farther 
down  the  crwk  and,  l>eing  a  fanner,  be  run  a 
tanyard  in  connection  with  his  farming.  He 
roared  a  large  family  and  amassed  quite  a  large 
fortune.  He  died  in  I8;ti  and  was  buried  on 
the  farm  whore  he  had  lived.  Tbe  late  Colonel 
John  Williams  was  the  son  of  James  Williams 
and  died  here  a  few  years  ago.  Colonel  Wil- 
liams was  one  of  the  most  successful  financiers 
in  this  part  of  the  state.  To  him  more  than 
to  any  other  man  are  we  iudelited  for  tbe  com- 
pletion of  tile  railroad  which  connects  us  with 
the  capital.  His  son  Oeorgc  now  lives  on  fbo 
old  homestead  of  bis  father  and  grandfather, 
John  X.  Moore  came  from  Kentucky  as  early 
as  1823  and  [>ossil>ly  a  year  earlier.  Included 
among  those  who  eame  prior  to  18;i()  we  find 
the  names  of  John  Tumor,  William  Stanley, 
Sei>tt  Rawlins,  Jonathan  Dunn.  Asa  Canter- 
berry,  John  S.  Ale.xandor,  William  McDougall. 
Theophilaw  Bracken,  Allen  Turner,  Amberry 
Hankin  ami  Fleming  Hall.  Nearly  all  of  these 
were  from  Kentucky  and  Ohio  and  settled  on 
Indian  creek  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Athens,  or 
where  ,\thcns  now  stands.  Fleming  Hall  had 
gone  from  Virginia  to  Missouri  in  1828  and 
in  iX'iU  ho  came  to  Menard  and  pre-eni]>ted 
land  on  which  part  of  Atben.-i  now  stands.  He 
lived  on  this  land  two  years  and  then  entered 
it  and  soon  after  he  sold  it  to  Abner  Hall  and 
Mr.  Catterlin.  Canterberry  and  Alcxaudi  r  were 
both  from  Kentucky  and  tlicy  settled  south  of 
Athens.  Some  of  tbe  descendants  of  Canfer- 
Iwrry  an'  still  in  the  neighborhood  where  hi'  al 
first  settled.  Scott  Rawlins  settled  on  and  im- 
|iroved  the  farm  that  W.  T.  Rankin  owned  and 
livifl  on  for  a  number  of  years.  Rawlins  was  a 
kiiul  of  horse  doctor  and  horse  jockey  and  not 
in  first-class  odor  with  his  neighbors.  Indeed. 
Ills  sn<!den  accumulation  of  large  niimiiers  of 
horses  at  different  times  warranted, tlie 
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picion  tliat  tlicy  were  not  alwavs  gotteu  bv 
legitimate  means,  so  that  his  increasing  un- 
liopularity  led  him  to  dispoee  of  his  land  at  nn 
i-arlv  (lav  and  lie  removed  to  an  island  in  the 
Illinois  rivor  near  Bath,  where  he  dicil  many 
years  in  the  past.  McDougall,  Bracken  and  the 
Haiikins  are  dead,  li\it  have  a  number  of  roprc- 
sciitativi's  left  in  the  eommunity. 

During  the  years  1K30.  IHM  antl  1832  but 
few  reeruits  were  added  to  tlie  population  nf 
this  vicinity  on  account  nf  tbe  exeiteinent  inci- 
dent to  the  Black  Hawk  war.  whieli  occurred  at 
this  time.  However,  in  the  spring  of  18.13  J. 
Kennedy  Kineaid,  then  a  yiuing  man.  came 
frani  Bath  county,  Kentucky,  and  located  in 
the  neighhorhood.  Ho  was  a  carjienter  by 
trade  and  found  here  a  very  inviting  lield  for 
displaying  his  mechanical  skill.  He  landed  at 
Beardstown,  from  the  steamboat  on  wJiieh  lie 
had  found  passage,  and  walked  to  Springfield 
in  order  to  husband  his  scanty  means  so  as  to 
be  able  to  buy  a  kit  of  tools  at  the  latter  town. 
Mr.  Kineaid  worked  at  his  trade  and  also 
taught  school  part  of  the  time,  and  by  dint  of 
industry  and  economy  he  soon  liad  means 
enough  to  enter  a  small  tract  of  land.  In  the 
fall  of  18;!;i  his  father,  Andrew  Kineaid,  eame 
out  from  Kentucky  on  horseback  to  visit  his 
sou  and  to  jirospect  the  country.  He  returned 
well  pleased  and  in  the  fail  of  ]8;i4  ho  eame 
with  his  family  and  settled  on  the  farm  where 
his  son  Thomas  Kineaid  afterward  lived  and 
died;  After  a  long  and  useful  career  lie  closed 
his  life  in  1872  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty- 
seven  years.  His  wife  lingered  on  the  shores 
of  lime  till  in  March,  1879^  when  she  followed 
the  beckoning  hand  of  her  husband  and  died  at 
the  more  advanced  age  of  ninety-one.  They  kft  a 
large  family  and  their  sons  were  among  the 
most  wealthy  and  successful  farmers  in  wntral 
Hlinois,  Their  grandchildren  have  now  taken 
the  plac<'s  of  their  parents  and  grandparents 
and  are  among  the  reliable  and  successful  men 
in  the  various  callings  of  life.  James  HanVin 
came  from  Kentucky  and  settled  here  in  H.'(3. 
Later  on,  in  1830  and  1840,  perhaps,  further 
settlements  were  made  by  Jesse  G.  Hurt,  David 
and  James  K.  Hurt.  .Tessc  Preston.  ,To?iah 
Francis.  Thomas  Hargus.  William  Straw- 
bri.lge.  Charles  Hohinson.  R.   L.   Wilson,  Neal 


an<l  .Vrchiiiald  Jolinstm  and  others  doubtless 
whose  names  have  jiassed  from  memory.  But 
space  forbids  us  to  give  the  detail  of  settloments 
of  later  years,  as  the  task  would  Ite  endless. 
These  M'ere  all  good  and  true  men,  as  the  in- 
heritance that  they  worked  ont  and  loft  to  their 
posterity  abundantly  proves. 

The  early  pioneers  knew  nothing  of  the  com- 
forts and  conveniences  that  we  are  surrounded 
with  at  the  present  time.  Xanght  was  here 
but  the  wild  unbroken  forest  and  prairie,  the 
soil  rich  and  generous,  it  is  true,  but  it  was  un- 
subdued and  was  still  the  hunting  ground  of 
the  red  man.  Without  roads,  without  bridges 
and  far  removed  from  the  marts  of  trade,  the 
incentive  lo  agricultural  pursuits  was  very 
we:ik.  Yet  while  confronted  with  all  these  man- 
ifold annoyances  and  threatening  obstacles,  the 
love  of  lilicrty  for  t)ienisclv<'s  and  children  and 
the  fond  hope  of  one  day  acquiring  a  com- 
petency and  owning  these  broad  and  fertile 
fields,  tlicy  bravely  erected  their  cabins  and  un- 
flinchingly entered  into  the  long  and  arduous 
battle.  In  many  new  countries  there  is  one 
obstacle  to  overcome  tiiat  the  people  of  this 
section  did  not  have  to  meet.  In  most  new 
cotintries  the  first  settlers  are  a  class  of  roving 
adventurers  who  stop  for  a  time  and  then  move 
on  to  other  scenes,  but  the  great  element  of 
success  in  the  first-comers  to  this  part  of  Illi- 
nois was  that  unyielding  inflexibility  of  pur- 
pose in  which  they  set  aimnt  making  homes  for 
themselves  and  famihes.  Though  most  of 
them  were  men  of  but  limited  means,  yet  with 
their  determination,  tlu'  aid,  encouragement 
and  help  of  the  wives  and  daughters,  and  the 
health  and  buoyancy  produced  by  their  sim- 
ple mode  of  life,  they  entered  upon  the  task  to 
win.  M  least  ninelj^-five  per  cent  of  them 
came  to  make  homes  and  subsequent  events 
have  fully  proved  this  to  he  true.  There  are 
many  here  to-day  au  abstract  of  whose  title 
is  simply  the  patent  from  the  government  and 
the  deed  from  the  father  to  the  son.  Some 
of  them  hold  their  title  direct  from  the  gov- 
ernment over  tbe  signature  of  John  Quincy 
.\dams.  The  inconveniences  and  ditlicnlties 
endured  by  these  pioneers  were  of  such  a  char- 
acter as  would  appall  the  heart  of  the  bravest 
of  the  present  generation.     Often  their  milling 
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had  to  Ije  doui-  at  points  oue  liundnHl  iiiiies 
away  and  the  iicct'nnary  siipplUs  for  tlif  fam- 
ily were  only  seuurud  at  a  like  distance.  Mr. 
I'riniiii  told  the  writer  that  hit;  father  uiwd  to 
■rn  til  St.  I-miis  to  mill, a  ilistance  of  no  le^s  than 
"»(■  hundred  and  twenty  niili^s.  and  |iart  of  the 
way  lliere  was  no  road  whatever. 

The  first  postottice  estahlished  north  of  the 
Sangamon  was  at  the  house  of  Matthew  liog- 
er^;  and  was  known  as  Rogers*  imstottice.  The 
e.xaet  date  of  its  critnitliRlmiont  is  not  known, 
hut  it  was  not  earlier  than  1H26  or  !«■;:.  The 
mail  was  earried  on  this  line  on  hoi'sehack  from 
Springtietd  to  l.ewiston  l)y  way  of  Ito^'ers, 
Walker's  (irove  and  Ilavana  and  was  known  as 
the  Sjjoon  river  route.  John  Renfro  wa-^  the 
mail  carrier  on  this  ronte  for  a  nundier  of 
years.  At  that  time  it  took  four  wwks  for 
a  letter  lo  po  to  or  from  New  York — two 
months  to  get  an  answer  fruni  there.  When 
the  town  of  .Athens  was  laid  out  the  ortiee  was 
rt'inoveil  to  tiiat  phu-e  and  the  name  ehnnged 
to  Athens  postoffiee.  Henry  ('.  Hojiers  sne- 
ceeded  his  father  as  jiostniasler  and  field  the 
[Misition  for  many  years.  The  lirst  school  in 
this  vicinity  was'-kepf  l.y  J.  A.  Moudall,  in 
a  eahin  near  the  residence  of  Ilcnry  ('.  Rofrers. 
>fondall  was  an  eastern  man.  finely  wlueatcd 
and  a  sneeessful  teacher,  hnt  he  had  on<'  draw- 
back, that  was  that  he  was  too  fond  of  the 
flowing  bow],  and  his  occasional  sprees  were 
a  great  annoyance  to  his  [nitrons.  Tin;  last 
known  of  him  was  that  he  went  to  Peoria  to 
engage  in  the  study  of  law,  and  if  he  did  not 
succeed  in  the  law  he  would,  at  least,  be  able  to 
satisfy  the  cravings  of  his  apiH'tite.  Henry  ('. 
Rogers  wub  himself  an  early  jiedagogiie  in  thi.s 
section  and  taught  in  the  days  when  it  was  the 
fasjiion  for  the  "master"  to  ''iioard  around." 
and  when  greased  paper  served  in  ]»laee  of 
window  glass.  But  those  days  of  "subscription" 
schools  and  teachers  "iioarding  aronnd"  wei-e 
doomed  to  have  an  end.  This  "new  world" 
was  not  held  in  reserve  for  thousand.-;  of  years 
for  no  [Kirposc.  Its  soil  of  inexhaustible  fer- 
tility, its  deep  and  almost  unlimited  forests, 
its  unmeasured  wealth  of  Iwise  and  precions 
metals,  its  nntold  fields  of  coal^all  these  were 
not  hidden  away  here  for  naught,  Imt  infinite 
wisdom  stored  them  here  for  modern  Christian- 


ity to  make  them  the  agents  of  eidightened  civ- 
ilization to  illuine  and  bless  the  world.  .\nd 
every  step  in  the  line  of  education  is  a  part  of 
this  plan  and  every  donor  of  means  and  every 
teacher,  in  short,  all  who  lend  their  aid  or  in- 
fluence to  the  work  of  education  is  an  agent  in 
this  work.  .\way  back  in  1S'>(>  the  Indian 
Point  [leojile  felt  the  need  of  better  facilities 
for  the  cilucation  of  their  children  and  to  the 
end  of  bettering  their  opportunities  they  got  nil 
a  private  suliscription  in  order  to  build  a  house 
and  organise  a  school  suited  to  their  needs.  In 
this  way  three  thousand  dollars  were  raised 
and  North  Sangamon  Academy  was  erected. 
The  building  is  a  substantial  brick  of  two  sto- 
ries and  stands  in  the  edge  of  Indian  creek  tim- 
ber. Ideated  as  it  is  in  a  grove  of  native 
forest  trees  and  where  there  are 

"Books  in  the  running  brooks,  sermons  in 
stones. 
And  good  in  everything," 
one  would  naturally  infer  that  the  enterprise  • 
would   meet   with   merited   success,   for  surely 
there  is  no  place  anywhere  that  could  surpass 
this  in  the  natural  influences  of  the  surround- 
ings to  contriinite  to  thought  and  meditation. 
.■Vs  this  scIkxiI  is  spoken  of  elsewhere,  wc  will 
only  say  in  this  connection  that  the  school  ran 
for  years  as  an  academy  to  the  entire  satisfac- 
tion of  all  concerned  and  did  a  vast  amount  of 
good.     A  number  of  years  ago  it  ceased  to  be 
run  as  an  academy,  but  is  conducted  under  tlie 
school  law  of  the  state,  having  two  rooms  and 
the  school  graded. 

Harry  Higgin  was  the  first  merchant  in  this 
part  of  the  county.  As  far  back  as  182.')  or 
1820  he  opened  a  small  stock  of  goods  oh  his 
farm,  and  he  had  a  coiisiderahle  trade.  It  was 
a  great  acconnnodation  to  the  comniunily,  as 
before  this  store  was  oi>ened  the  citizens  were 
obliged  to  go  to  Springfield  or  Beardstowa  for 
whatever  in  this  line  they  might  want.  But  as 
the  years  glided  by  and  (lopulation  increased 
villagi's  sprang  np  here  and  there,  and  many  of 
the  trials  that  the  i-arlier  settlers  experienci'd 
became  a  thing  of  the  past.  When  the  village 
of  Athens  was  ojieiu'd  up  Mr.  Riggin  moved  his  ■. 
stock  of  goods  to  that  place. 

Religion  was  one  of  the  first  intm^ts  that  . 
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olaiinud  the  attention  of  thf  first  petlliT?  of 
tliis  st'ction  and  tho  first  religious  soL-ietv 
formed  was  upon  a  vohmtary  basis  to  meet 
tlie  spiritual  wants  of  tiie  [leriod.  As  early  as 
18'30  Joseph  Smitli  and  wife,  James  Havnes 
and  wife  and  William  Holland  and  wife  organ- 
ized themselves  into  a  class  of  the  Methodist 
order  under-  the  leadership  of  Mr.  Holland. 
This  ivas  the  first  relLgions  society  in  this  whole 
s<'ctLon  and  was  the  basis  of  the  first  Methodist 
Episi-())ial  eliwreh  in  the  county.  Soon  after 
this  organization  the  Hev.  James  Simins  took 
charge  of  its  interests.  Tlic  Cnmlierland  Pres- 
liyterians  were  in  this  field  in  a  very  early  day. 
Tiie  first  ehiireh  huilding  erected  in  this  whole 
Athens  territory  was  the  Lebanon  Cumberland 
I'n  sliyterian  church  in  tlie  northwest  part  of  the 
Indian  ci-eek  tinilnT.  This  was  indeed  a  primi- 
tive affair.  It  was  built  of  logs  and  the  archi- 
tecture and  all  of  its  furniture  and  appoint- 
ments were  rude  and  primitive  in  the  extreme. 
This  house  was  put  up  near  the  close  of  1S24 
or  in  the  ln-giiining  of  IS'J.l.  Having,  in  a  few 
ye-irs,  served  its  day  and  generation,  it  was  re- 
inove<l  and  a  better  building,  one  of  frame, 
was  put  in  its  place,  and  after  some  years  a 
very  neat  and  connnod'ous  frame  chureli  was 
erected.  This  house  served  all  the  jiurposes-of 
tbe  congregation  till  tbe  year  I8(i(l.  At  that 
time  11-  D.  Miller  was  jiastor  of  the  church  and 
under  his  leadership  they  agitated  the  question 
of  huilding  a  house  of  worship.  This  agitation 
began  in  IHdC,  but  the  house  was  not  built  till 
1H(17.  It  is  a  brick  building,  on  a  stone  founda- 
tion, and  the  work  and  material  are  all  first 
class.  It  is  of  ample  size  and  it  stands  to-day 
as  good  as  when  first  erected,  so  far  as  the 
foundation,  wall,  etc.,  are  concerned.  The 
Kev.  John  M.  Berry,  the  great  apostle  of  Cuni- 
hi'rland  I'resliyterianism  in  central  Illinois,  was 
tlie  firsi  preacher  for  this  congregation  and  lie 
served  them  several  years.  Revs.  Thomas 
Campliel!  and  Gilbert  Dodds  served  them  also. 
Among  the  early  communicants  of  this  congre- 
gation were  the  families  of  liobert  While,  Wil- 
liam B.  Shoit,  Francis  Rayburu,  James  Wil- 
liams, Harry  Riggin  and  Martin  Higgins  and 
many  others.  For  the  history  of  the  Presby- 
terian  church   at    Indian    Point    the   reader   is 


referred  to  another  place,  where  a  full  account 
is  given. 

/  Of  the  town  of  Athens  but  little  will  he  said 
here  as  a  fuller  detail  will  be  found  in  another 
j»lace.  ,  The  town  occupies  a  very  eligible  posi- 
tion, being  surrounded  hy  a  country  peculiarly 
adapted  to  agricultural  and  horticultural  pur- 
suits. The  prairies  adjacent  to  it  are  as  rich 
as  any  under  the  sun.  while  near  by  are  vasi 
bodies  of  splendid  timber.  But  her  wealth  is 
not  confined  to  her  agricultun*  or  her  Imrti- 
eultuie,  but  the  very  earth  upon  which  the 
town  stands  is  underlaid  witli  vast  fields  of 
coal,  a  source  of  inexhaustible  wealth,  and  that 
coal  lies  only  one  hundred  feet  below  the  sur- 
face. In  tlie  year  1831  James  Stepbensoii. 
county  surveyor  for  Sangamon  county,  sur- 
veyed and  plat*d  the  town  for  the  owner,  the 
Hev,  John  Ov^street.  The  original  plat  con- 
tained about  forty  acres,  to  which  four  addi- 
tions have  since  been  made.  Two  log 
cabins,  one  for  a  residence  and  the  other 
for  a  blacksmith  shop,  had  Iieen  erected  by 
Orimal  Clark,  who  had  laid  a  claim  here  a  year 
or  two  previous  to  the  laying  out  of  the  town 
and  from  whom  Overstreet  purchased  the  orig- 
inal town  site.  A  small  "band  mill,"  o]»erated 
hy  horsepower,  was  also  bere  at  the  hiying-ont 
of  the  village.  About  1H;(3  or  l«;t;t  Colonel 
Matthew  Rogers  becanie  a  citizen  of  the  place 
and  made  the  first  permanent  inii)roveinents, 
iiuilding  a  large  and  commodious  store-room, 
which  was  for  many  years  occupied  by  L.  Sal- 
zenstein.  John  Overstreet  purchased  the  rem- 
nant of  the  stock  that  Harry  Riggin  had  had  on 
his  farm  and,  making  some  additions  to  this 
stock,  be  opened  up  in  the  town.  Jonathan 
Dunn  was  the  second  to  enter  the  lists  as  a  mer- 
chant, but  his  life  in  this  line  was  short  and  lie 
retired  in  favor  of  some  more  lucky  adventurer. 
In  the  latter  part  of  Ifi'M  or  the  beginning  of 
XS;i3  Harry  Riggin  and  .\mlierry  A.  Rankin 
openeil  a  store  in  the  place  and  after  two  years 
sold  their  stock  to  Martin  M.  Morgan.  During 
the  same  year  James  D.  .\lien  and  Simeon 
Clark  iH'came  merchants  of  the  village,  as  did 
Abner  and  Klisha  Hail.  In  18;H)  Sebastian 
Stone  became  a  partner  with  Allen  and  this 
firm  cimtinued  for  a  number  of  years.  All  the 
goods  that  came  to  Athens  for^  a  number  oif 
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years  had  to  be  brought  from  St.  Louis,  a  dis- 
tance of  out!  Inin(iretl  anil  twenty  inilos,  and 
when  we  take  into  consideration  tlie  fact  that 
tlie  roads  were  poor,  wliere  tliere  weve  any  at 
all,  and  that  tlio  goods  were  invariably  trans- 
ported hy  ox  teams,  it  is  not  to  be  woiiden'd  at 
that  on  tlie  day  that  a  ponsigniiient  of  goods 
arrived  and  were  to  be  o(K'ned  there  was  eom- 
motion  among  "the  nativL-s."  Such  a  day  was 
tike  a  day  in  our  time  when  Baruum's  own  and 
only  show  on  earth  comes  into  town.  The 
bustle  and  noise  that  was  seen  and  heard  on 
6uth  a  day  betokened  a  bright  and  glorious 
future  for  the  young  city.  Hut.  alas  for  human 
prospects  and  calculations!  The  dark  tidal 
wave  of  adversity  and  broken  hopes  was  soon 
to  break  over  the  town.  In  1839  Menard  county 
was  organized  and,  of  course,  a  county  seat  was 
to  be  selected,  and  Athens,  the  oldest  and  then 
the  largest  village  in  the  limits  of  the  new 
county,  entered  the  lists  of  competition.  Athens 
played  her  hand  with  the  greatest  skill,  but 
Petersburg  won  the  prize  and  left  Athens  to 
weep  over  blighted  hopes  and  blasted  expecta- 
tions. Though  time  and  space  are  limited,  we 
must  give,  as  briefly  as  we  can,  the  story  of  the 
"first  mi!l  in  Athens."  About  1826  Elijah 
Estep  had  erected  a  band  mill  on  the  present 
site  of  Petersburg.  Mills  were  so  scarce  and  it 
was  so  difficult  to  secure  "breadstuff"  that  the 
Athenians  decided  that  they  must  have  a  mill 
and,  learning  that  the  Estep  mill  could  be 
bought,  they  got  up  a  public  sul)Scription  to 
buy  it.  The  siiliscriptrons  were  taken  for 
money  or  labor;  the  cash  subscribers  were  to 
have  certain  privileges  and  the  subscribers  of 
labor  were  to  have  certain  rights.  The  mill 
was  liought  and  in  lS2i)  it  was  moved  and 
put  in  running  order,  with  John  Overstrcet 
as  manager.  He  was  to  run  the  mill,  keep 
it  in  repair,  charge  a  just  and  equitable  toll, 
and  at  the  expiration  of  four  years  it  was 
to  belong  to  him.  There  was  some  trouble 
between  the  "cash"  subacribers  and  the  "labor" 
subscribers,  but  the  mill  "cracked  the  corn" 
for  them  all  alike,  and  at  the  end  of  four 
years  the  mill  belonged  to  Overstrcet.  About 
the  year  1834  Overstreet  ground  a  flatboat  load 
of  flour  in  this  mill  and,  in  company  with 
Jesse  G.  and  David  Hurt,  took  it  to  the  New 


Orleans  market.  Some  two  or  tliree  months 
were  consumed  in  grinding  the  load,  the  bolt- 
ing Iwing  done  by  hand.  This  proved  an  un- 
fortunate venture.  Overstreet  and  David  Hurt 
never  returned.  They  were  stricken  with  dis- 
ease and  diet!  in  the  Crescent  City.  Jesse  G. 
Hurt  returned,  broken  in  purse  and  in  spirit. 

In  an  early  day  Jonathan  Dunn  built  a  steam 
grist  mill  here  and  after  operating  it  a  year  or 
two  he  sold  out  to  Strawbridne  &  Croft.  They 
attached  a  distillery  to  it  and  ran  the  Iwo  to- 
gether for  a  time,  but  this  has  long  since  been 
a  thing  of  the  past.  In  185G  John  Overstrcet, 
a  relative  of  the  pioneer,  and  Alexander  Hale 
built  a  brick  steam  gristmill  at  an  outlay  of 
eleven  thousand  dollars  and  begiin  operations  in 
1857.  It  was  a  very  fine  mill  and  for  many 
years  it  did  a  fine  business.  It  has  long  since 
ceased  to  be.  Salzcnstein,  the  Hebrew  mer- 
chant, did  as  nmeh  for  Atliens,  financially,  per- 
haps, as  any  other  man.  The  first  blacksmith 
sliop  in  the  village  was  opened  in  IS^iS  by 
diaries  P.  Smith.  He  was  followed  later  hy 
Thomas  Tabor  and  William  Brown.  A  pottery 
wiis  operated  here  in  the  early  times  by  John 
Pierson,  and  it  did  a  paying  business  for  a 
time.  Goble  &  Sacket  and  also  one  Eamscy 
tried  the  same  business  at  a  later  date.  Tradi- 
tion says  that  there  was  once  a  cotton-gin  here, 
but  this  must  have  l>een  before  '"the  winter  of 
the  dccj)  snow,"  as,  for  some  reason,  no  cotton 
wa^  raised  here  after  that  date.  At  one  time 
"Old  Salty,"  as  Mr,  Salzenstein  was  called, 
brought  a  hale  of  clothing  to  this  place;  a  num- 
ber of  persons  were  present  when  it  was  opened 
and  in  a  short  time  cholera  broke  out  and  a 
numlier  of  |)eople  died  from  it.  It  was  observed 
that  those  who  were  first  stricken  with  it  were 
those  who  were  present  when  the  goods  were 
opened. 

The  history  of  the  churches,  schools,  business, 
etc,  is  to  be  found  in  another  eha|»ter. 


SANDRTDGE. 

By  Sandridge  wc  do  not  mean  the  voting  pre- 
cinct of  that  name,  but  the  settlement  that  was 
made  north  of  that  of  Petersburg  and  west  of 
the  Sangamon  river,  on  to  the  west  line  of  the 


Digirizcd  b'; 


Google 


PAST  AND    PRESENT    OF   MENARD    COUNTY 


L'oiiiity.  In  PfttTsbHrg  wc  included  the  Little 
Grove,  running  almost  as  far  north  as  the  vil- 
lage of  Atterljerry.  But  it  is  no  matter  alwut 
lines;  wo  are  giving  settlements  and  the  old 
sfttlere,  and  in  doing  this  lines  play  no  part. 
This  section,  like  tlic  rest  of  Menard  county, 
is  prairie,  with  groves  of  timber  interspersed, 
giving  it  the  appearaiiee  of  a  giant  farm,  with 
orchards  planted  here  and  there.  This  sec- 
tion is  a  little  more  rolling,  perhaps,  than  othor 
portions  of  the  county,  with  rich  and  pro- 
ductive soil,  save  n  portion  in  its  northern  part, 
where  ridges  of  sand  prevail,  giving  the  name 
to  the  locality. 

Few  indeed  antedate  the  settler?  who  eanie 
first  into  this  locality.  There  is,  however, 
greater  trouble  in  determining  who  was  in 
reality  the  very  first  white  man  to  locate  here 
than  in  any  other  part  of  the  county.  "Who 
was  the  first  settler  of  Sandridge?"  Who  will 
answer  the  question?  Thirty-nine  years  ago 
this  question  was  propounded  to  the  oldest  "in- 
habitants" at  that  time,  and  the  replies  did  not 
agree.  One  said  most  emphatieally  that  it  was 
Jesse  Armstrong;  another,  just  as  old  and  just 
as  reliable,  said  it  was  Uoyal  Potter;  and  a 
third,  just  as  good  a  witness,  said  it  was  Wil- 
liam Saiu|)son.  Xow,  who  can  settle  the  dis- 
pute? It  will  never  be  settled.  They  were  all 
here  in  181!),  and  if  there  is  any  preponderance 
in  the  testimony  it  is  in  favor  of  Mr.  Arm- 
strong. IT*'  was  from  Tennessee  and  laid  a 
claim  near  where  Concord  ebiireh  now  stands, 
the  cabin  lieing  aliout  a  half  mile  almost  due 
south  of  the  chureli.  After  a  few  years  he  re- 
moved to  Arkansas  and  later  to  Texas,  where 
he  (lied.  William  Sampson  was  from  Ken- 
tucky and  made  improvement  about  a  mile  east 
and  a  little  north  of  Armstrong's  claim.  He 
"kept  hutch"  for  awhile  but  was  married  in 
1831  or  1822  to  Hannah  Schmick.  .Vfter  mak- 
ing several  improvements  in  Sandridge  he 
finally  crossed  the  river  to  the  neighborhood  of 
Greenview,  where  he  died.  His  sons  are  all 
dead.  too.  Potter  was  from  Tennessee  or  Ken- 
tucky and  made  improvement  on  land  that  now 
is  a  part  of  the  Shipley  estate.  This  land  he 
afterward  sold  to  Sampson  and  Sampson  sold 
it  to  Reason  Shipley.  George  and  Jesse  Miller 
came  ln're  in  1H90  and  located  in  the  northeast 


comer  of  this  territory,  near  the  Sangamon 
river.  The  Millers  kept  a  ferry  on  the  river 
and  to  this  day  it  is  called  Miller's  ferry.  In 
days  gone  by  a  town  was  laid  out  and  some  im- 
provement made  at  this  ferry,  but  on  the  Mason 
county  side.  Bannister  Bond,  who  came  from 
Tennessee,  laid  a  claim  on  land  about  three 
miles  due  north  of  Petersburg,  but  in  a  short 
time  located  in  Clary's  Grove.  He  was  noted 
for  his  powerful  muscular  development  and 
physical  endurance.  lie  would  cut  timber  and 
work  it  up  into  rails  by  day  and  then  at  night 
he  wonld  carry  them  on  his  shoulder  to  his 
clearing  and  build  a  fence  with  them.  George 
Hudspeth  came  from  Monroe  county,  Alabama, 
in  1833.  Elias  Hohinier,  Reason  Shipley, 
Jacob  Short  and  his  sons,  Obadiah,  James  and 
Harrison,  came  in  1824.  Hohimer  and  Shi]dey 
were  from  Kentucky  aiul  were  pennanent  citi- 
:iens  hei'c  from  the  time  ^hey  came.  Short  and 
ills  sons  were  from  Madison  county,  in  this  state, 
and  first  settled  near  Petersburg  and  then  re- 
moved to  Sandridge.  Jacob  Short  was  a  ranger 
in  the  war  of  1813  and  did  his  country  good 
service.  The  year  182-5  brought  large  numbers 
of  recruits  to  this  part  of  the  county.  Joiin 
Clary,  who  had  settled  in  Clary's  Grove  in  1819, 
came  at  this  date,  and  with  him  came  his  sons. 
John  A.  and  Hugh.  William  Armstrong  and 
his  brother  Pleasant,  Isaac  Colaon,  William  and 
James  Rutledge,  John  Cameron,  Charles  Revis 
and  his  sons,  Isham  and  .\lexander,  Absalom 
Mounts  and  his  son  James.  Robert  Davis,  and 
doubtles-i  some  others  were  here  before  the 
close  of  this  year.  la  a  former  history  of  this 
eouuty  it  is  said  that  George  Kirby  and  Wil- 
liam Watkins,  known  as  "Fiddler  Bill,"  were 
settlers  of  this  county  before  1833.  Xow,  the 
fact  is  that  Mr.  Kirby  was  born,  not  earlier 
than  1810,  in  Madison  county,  Illinois,  while 
Watkins  was  born  in  Menard  county,  and  the 
\ery  first  settler  in  the  county  was  not  here  till 
1819.  George  Kirby  and  "Fiddler  Bill"  Wat- 
kins were  settlers  in  Sandridge  when  they  were 
young  men,  but  they  lacked  a  long  way  of  being 
among  the  first  settlers.  Watkins  was  the  first 
white  child  horn  in  the  county,  but  that  eould 
not  have  been  earlier  than  1819,  and  he  would 
have  been  quite  a  juvenile  settler  prior  to  183S. 
The  Armstrongs  were  from  Kentucky  and  had 
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at'ttiert  on  Indian  creek  before  tiiey  went  to 
Sauil  ridge.  Colson  was  from  the  state  of 
Maine  antl  settled  in  the  northwest  part  of  this 
section.  The  Rutledges  were  originally  from 
South  Carolina,  but  had  lived  for  some  time 
in  White  tounty,  in  this  state,  before  coming 
here.  Cameron  was  a  brother-in-law  of  Wil- 
iiaiii  Rutledge  and  with  hira  settled  in  the 
southeastern  part  of  this  section.  They,  of 
course,  are  dead,  but  many  of  their  descend- 
ants are  here.  James  Pantier  and  his  son, 
David  M.,  came  here  in  1826.  The  elder  Pan- 
tier  was  a  Kentuckian  by  birth  and  was  the 
second  male  white  child  born  in  the  state,  his 
father  having  accompanied  Daniel  Boone  in 
his  liunting  and  warring  with  the  savage  red- 
skins in  "the  dark  and  bloody  ground."  He 
settled  near  the  eito  of  Concord  church  and 
lived  there  till  near  his  death,  when  he  went 
to  live  with  his  son,  David  M.  Pantier.  He 
lies  in  the  old  hnrying-g round  on  the  fann  that 
Iwlonged  to  Rev.  A.  H.  Goodpasture.  David 
M.  Pantier  died  some  fifteen  or  eighteen  years 
ago.  Among  those  coming  in  1327  we  name 
Thomas  Dowell,  John  and  James  Yardley, 
Solomon  Xorris,  James  Runnels,  George  Bow- 
man, and  John  Brahm,  Sr.  Dowell  was  from 
the  south,  and  settled  on  the  river  bottom,  near 
where  the  village  of  Oakford  now  stands.  James 
Hudsjielh,  ilathias  Young  and  John  B.  Colson 
were  here  before  the  deep  ^now.  During  the  fall 
and  winter  after  the  deep  snow,  a  large  settle- 
'  ment  was  in  and  aromid  where  the  village  of 
Oakford  now  stands.  Amos  Ogden,  Isaac 
White.  Matthew  Lownsl)crry  and  sons.  Jona- 
than and  Matthew,  and  otiiers,  were  among  the 
delegation.  Xearly  all  the  settlers  mentioned 
before  were  from  the  south,  but  these  last 
named  were  from  the  northern  and  eastern 
states,  and  they  gave  to  the  neighlwrhood  the 
name  of  the  "Yankei-  Settlement"  to  distin- 
guisji  it.  Passing  down  through  the  years  we 
find  the  list  already  given,  increased  I)y  the 
names  of  William  B.  Cloe,  Saumel  Low n sherry, 
I,-;aac  Ogden,  Haydon  Thomas.  John  Wald- 
ridge.  John  Kirby.  Millon  G.  Combs,  James 
Altijr.  George  R,  Watkins,  J.  L.  Short.  James 
Potter  and  E.  C.  Stith.  ThcPe  were  all  here 
prior  to  the  year  1840.  All  of  these  have  cross- 
ed the  dark   river  except  Samuel   I.ownsberry 


and  Jliltou  G.   Combs,  and   they  are  nearing 
the  ercffising. 

The  village  of  Oakford  was  survevfid  and 
platted  for  the  proprietors,  William  Oakford 
and  William  Colson,  by  surveyor  A.  J.  Kelly, 
in  March,  1872.  The  town  plat  contains  sixty 
acres  and  is  in  the  midst  of  a  magnilieent 
agricultural  district.  The  land  on  which  the 
town  is  located  belonged  to  Colson  and  Oak- 
ford secured  a  lialf  interest  by  using  his  influ- 
ence getting  a  station  there.  A  public  sale  of 
lots  was  made  on  the  llth  of  April,  1872,  and 
over  two  thousand  dollars  worth  were  disposed 
of.  and  in  a  short  time  the  work  of  improve- 
ment was  begun.  The  first  building  was  called 
Hie  railroad  store,  a  shanty  in  which  was  kept 
supplies  for  the  railroad  hands.  Soon  after  the 
village  was  laid  out  William  Oakford  bniJt  a 
storeroom,  and  opened  a  stock  of  groceries  in 
it.  In  the  summer  of  1872  a  stock  of  goods  for 
a  general  store  was  opened  by  Calvin  .\tter- 
herry,  who  had  been  in  business  in  "Bohtown." 
Id  187:1  Isaac  Ogden  and  A.  G.  Colson  liouglit 
Atterberry  out.  In  January,  18T4.  I..  W, 
Roberts  bought  Colson  out  and  the  firm  became 
Ogden  &  Roberts.  In  October,  1875,  they  sold 
out  to  Sutton  Brothers,  who  operated  the  store 
three  years,  and  then  sold  out  to  S.  L.  Watkins 
&  Brother.  In  June,  1873,  H.  A.  Bennett,  of 
Petersburg,  opened  a  stock  of  drugs  and  shelf 
goods,  in  the  old  railroad  store.  This  elianged 
Imnds  several  times,  and  finally,  in  1876,  S.  L. 
Watkins  bought  the  establishment.  In  the 
spring  of  1875  Dr.  J.  D.  Whitney  and  W.  C. 
Rolrerts  opened  a  drug  store.  In  1876  0,  J. 
Maltby  and  John  M.  Walker  opened  a  harness 
shop.  'J'hc  first  dwellings  were  built  in  1872 
by  Dr.  J.  D.  Whitley  and  Charles  Meyers, 
Thus  the  town  started  out  and  steadily  grew 
from  year  to  year,  till  it  is  a  town  of  five 
or  six  liundred  inhalritants  and  is  a  good  busi- 
ness [Miinl.  The  first  marriages  in  the  town 
were:  A.  G.  Colson  to  Rachael  Skaggs,  in 
1872.  and  L,  W.  Roberts  to  Carrie  C.  Ogden, 
in  187;}.  Dr.  J.  D.  Whitley  was  the  first  prac- 
ticing physician  there,  and  Dr.  J.  T.  Miers, 
now  of  Petersburg,  also  practiced  for  a  time. 
Dr.  Bolinger  practiced  medicine  there  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  died  there  two  years  ago. 
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They   liad  saloons  in  the  piaw  during  almost 
all  of  its  history. 

Oakford  lias  not  grown  much  of  late  years 
but  is  a  substantial  little  business  town,  having 
two  large  general  stores,  carrying  dr\'  goods  and 
groceries,  one  owned  by  Oliver  Maltby,  who 
has  been  in  business  in  the  place  for  over  twen- 
ty ycarii.  There  is  one  grain  elevator,  which 
handles  a  large  amount  of  grain.  Marion  At- 
terberry  owns  a  large  drug  store  and  also  keeps 
a  stock  of  hardware.  They  have  also  a  black- 
smith shoj)  and  a  splendid  little  hotel.  They 
have  not  neglected  the  matter  of  education  for 
they  have  an  excellent  school  building  of  four 
rooms,  fully  c<)uipped  with  all  that  a  modern 
school  requires.  The  veteran  teacher,  I.  N. 
Hartley,  is  at  present  superintending  tlie  educa- 
tion of  the  youth  of  the  village  and  surround- 
ing community.  Some  years  ago  the  Method- 
ist church,  which  formerly  stood  some  four 
miles  southwest  of  the  town,  was  moved  to  the 
town.  During  the  summer  of  1904  the  house 
was  remodeled  and  is  now  one  of  the  neat  and 
comfortable  houses  of  worship  of  the  county. 
The  congregation  also  owns  a  comfortable  par- 
sonage on  a  lot  adjoining  the  church.  Five  or 
six  years  ago  the  town  built  a  good  town  hall, 
at  a  cost  of  about  one  thousand  dollars.  Oak- 
ford  has  a  very  fine  farming  country  around  it, 
and  the  trade  of  the  town  is  equal  to  that  of 
any  town  of  the  same  size  in  central  Illinois. 


HOCK  CHEEK. 

"Time  writes  no  wrinkles  upon  Ihe  brow  of 
Old  Ocean,  as  ii])on  those  of  the  fading  race  of 
man."  With  some  degree  of  truth,  the  same 
might  be  said  of  the  country  on  Hock  creek. 
The  last  eighty  years,  it  is  plain  to  ho  seen, 
has  wrought  as  little  change  on  the  general  ap- 
pearance of  the  country  as  upon  any  part  of 
this  county.  The  storms  and  sunshine  of  more 
than  four  score  years  have  flung  light  and  shade 
over  its  hills  and  vales  since  the  men,  whom 
God  made  white,  laid  their  claims  and  built 
their  cabins  in  its  sheltering  timber.  These 
cabins  have  rotted  away,  their  weight-pole  roofs 
are  gone,  and  the  smoke  is  seen  no  more  as  it 
curls  from  the  low  top  of  the  mud-daubed  stick 


chimney,  and  the  wild  game  is  gone  forever, 
but  the  timber  has  been  better  i>rotected  than 
in  other  localities,  while  the  hills  and  fields  and 
rippling  streams  have  been  less  distorted  by 
the  hand  of  civilization  than  elsewhere.  The 
little  stream.  Rock  creek,  which  gives  its  name 
to  this  settlement,  flows  almost  east,  in  its  gen- 
eral direction  but  it  meanders  in  its  course, 
dallying  and  playing  on  its  way,  as  if  charmed 
by  the  beauty  of  the  scene  and  loath  to  mingle 
its  waters  with  the  turbid,  murky  flow  of  the 
Sangamon.  The  territory  that  we  include  in 
what  we  term  '"Rock  Creek"  includes  what  is 
known  as  "Wolf  county."  Why  this  name  was 
ever  given  to  this  section  we  cannot  learn. 
.\fter  diligent  enquiry  for  many  years,  we  have 
no  idea  why  the  name  was  ever  applied. 

The  first  cabin  ever  built  by  a  white  man 
in  this  settlement  is  said  to  have  Ireen  put  up 
ijy  Amor  Battcrton.  Amor  Battcrton  was  from 
Kentucky  and  built  this  cabin  on  Rock  creek 
in  1819.  Some  claim  that  he  came  to  this 
vicinity  in  the  fall  of  1818,  and  put  up  the 
cabin  but  that  it  was  not  occupied  till  the  next 
year.  No  matter  how  this  may  be,  it  is  be\ond 
dispute  that  he  settled  hero  in  1819.  He  reared 
a  large  family  and  many  of  his  descendants 
are  still  living  in  this  county.  The  same  year 
that  Battcrton  settled  here,  a  man  by  the  name 
of  Hatlid  and  his  four  sons, — James, -Job, 
William  and  Joshua, — James  Fisher  and  George 
Gamerel  settled  in  the  timber  along  the  creek. 
Jacob  Miller  settled  at  Farmers  Point  in  1819. 
Solomon  Koltnor  and  William  Stephenson  came 
also  in  1819  or  1820  and  located  in  the  same 
neighborhood.  Rev.  James  Simms  and  his  f^on- 
in-law.  James  Black,  also  came  in  1819-20, 
and  took  claims.  They  were  from  Kentucky 
and  Mr.  Simms  told  the  following  story,  which 
wo  give  as  he  told  it,  and  the  reader  may  set 
his  own  estimate  upon  it :  "That  he  was  a 
Cumberland  Presbyterian  minister,  a  great  re- 
vivalist and  a  leader  at  the  camp-meetings.  He 
established  a  'camp  ground'  soon  after  he  came 
to  the  neighlwrliood,  which  for  many  years  was 
the  scene  of  an  annual  camp-meeting,  and  that 
some  of  the  remains  are  still  to  be  seen  on  the 
sacred  spot."  This  man  Simnis  must  have 
taken  an  active  part  in  temporal  as  well  as 
spiritual  things,  for  he  was  the  first  repre- 
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ficntativo  in  t!ie  Jcgislature  from  Sangamon 
county.  But  the  camp-meeting  stoiT  seems  a 
little  fishy,  for  no  such  man  was  known  to  the 
historians  of  the  early  Cumberland  Preshyterian 
churt-h  in  Illinois.  Absalom  Matthews  came 
also  this  year.  This  comprises  Ihe  settlement 
np  to  the  year  1821,  when  tlie  following  re- 
omits  were  added  to  those  already  here:  Tarl- 
ton  Lloyd,  George  Miller,  Marshall  Duncan, 
David  S.  Taylor,  Matthias,  James  and  William 
Yoakum,  ami  perhaps  others  whose  names  are 
fi>rgotten.  I.loyd  was  born  in  Virginia  in  1784 
and  died  in  1885, — over  a  hundrwl  years  old, — 
lie  settled  where  he  died.  He  said  there  were 
two  cabins  on  the  place  when  he  came.  One 
of  these  was  twelve  hy  sixteen  feet  and  into  it 
he  moved  his  family,  in  which  they  lived  till 
the  next  summer.  Two  years  later  he  built  a 
hewed-log  house,  eighteen  by  twenty  feet;  after- 
ward this  was  weather-boarded  and  a  frame  ad- 
dition built  to  it.  This  house  was  standing 
a  short  time  ago,  but  it  wore  tl«e  marks  of  time, 
looking  weather-beaten,  moss-grown  and  near 
its  end.  I.loyd  had  nothing  when  he  came  here, 
only  a  few  household  articles, — no  stock  or 
money.  Soon  after  he  eame  he  bought  t.  cow 
from  Shiplej', — probably  Reason  Shipley, — giv- 
ing in  exchange  for  it  a  wagon ;  he  also  bought 
another  from  George  Greene,  giving  a  feather 
bed  for  it.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  w:ir  of 
lfil2,  serving  under  Captain  Henry  West. 
Fourth  Regiment,  and  was  in  the  battle  of  New 
Orleans.  This  JMiiler  settled  in  the  Sanjiamon 
Iwttoni,  and  Duncan  on  what  is  known  as  Gar- 
den Prairie.  Taylor  Iwught  the  place  origin- 
ally settled  by  Batterton  and  also  tlie  claim  of 
Matthews,  The  Yoakums  were  natives  of  Vir- 
ginia Init  had  migrated  to  Kentucky  in  an 
early  day  and  from  there  they  came  to  Illinois, 
first  stopping  in  Madison  county,  and  after  a 
while  they  went  to  Montgomery,  where  they 
stopped  a  while,  and  then  eame  on  to  Menard. 
Samuel  Combs  came  from  Kentucky  in  1824 
and  settled  on  Rock  creek,  and  two  years  later, 
in  1826,  his  brother,  Jonas  ('ombs.  came  and 
settled  near  him.  They  are  both  dead  many 
years  ago,  dying  on  the  places  that  they  settled. 
Elihu  Bone  eame  from  Tennessee,  in  1824.  and 
bought  a  claim  from  a  man  named  Flynn,  on 
Bock  creek.     Of  this  Flynn  we  could  learn  no 


particulars  whatever.  Elihu  Bone  died  in  1856. 
Isaac  CogdelJ  was  a  Kentuckian  by  birtli  and 
came  to  Rock  creek  in  189(5.  He  died  twenty 
years  ago.  on  the  old  home.stead.  The  father 
of  Isaac  Cogdcll,  Jo&eph  Cogdell.  was  a  Baptist 
preacher,  and  came  to  that  settlement  in  1823. 
He  died  in  1828,  his  being  one  among  the  first 
deaths  in  that  little  settlement.  Rev.  John  M. 
Berry,  a  Cumberland  Prcsliylcrian  minister, 
came  in  1821.  and  soon  after  organized  a  con- 
gregation of  that  church,  on  Rock  creek.  ■  He 
was  a  man  of  unblemished  Christian  character 
and  of  great  [lower.  He  was  the  "apostle"  of 
his  church  in  central  Illinois.  He  died  in  Clin- 
ton, Illinois,  sometime  in  the  '.">(ts.  Elijah 
Houghttm  came  from  Kentucky  and  settled  on 
Rock  creek  in  1834.  His  father,  .\aron  Hough- 
ton, was  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  though  of 
English  stock.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war.  He  emigrated  to  Kentucky, 
when  it  was,  indeed,  "the  dark  and  bloody 
ground."  it  being  the  battle-field  of  the  south- 
em  and  northern  Indians,  as  it  was  later  the 
battle-field  between  the  northern  and  southern 
whites.  Elijah  Houghton  was  a  man  of  con- 
siderable prominence  in  the  community  and 
died  in  18.^2.  A.  M.  Houghton,  a  son  of 
Elijah,  and  who  was  liorn  in  Illinois,  was  a  very 
prominent  man  in  this  section  of  the  state. 
He  was  known  far  and  near  as  "Hickory" 
Houghton.  Xo  man  in  eentnil  Illinois  stood 
higher  in  pui)lic  regard  than  he.  His  word 
was  as  good  as  his  bond ;  his  judgment  was  good 
on  every  subject;  and  no  man's  counsel  was 
sought  more  than  his.  He  died  some  years 
ago  in  the  same  house  in  which  he  was  born, 
at  the  age  of  nearly  seventy  years.  His  widow 
is  still  living,  at  the  home  of  her  daughter. 
Mrs.  John  S.  Huric,  within  a  short  distance  of 
the  old  home.  Charles  Houghton,  a  brother  of 
Elijah  Houghton,  eame  in  1824  and  settled  on 
the  farm  afterward  owned  by  Isaac  Cogdell 
and  on  which  Cogdcll  died.  In  the  period  of 
]82li  to  1828.  there  were  several  additions  to 
the  settlement:  Robert  Johnson,  Jesse  Vowell, 
Micliael  Davis  and  William  Irwin  came  in  that 
time.  J.  H.  Smith  was  also  an  early  settler 
here.  He  was  a  son  of  Samuel  Smith,  of  Rhode 
I.-*land,  who  married  a  Riiodes.  of  the  family  of 
Rhodes  for  whom,  it  is  saiil.  Rhode  Island  v 
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originally  named.  C,  J,  F.  Clark  may  also  be 
ranked  as  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  this  sec- 
tion. He  was  one  of  the  first  county  commis- 
sioners of  Menard  county  and  was  the  first 
county  judge,  after  the  county  was  organized. 
Ho  served  eight  years  as  judge  and  four  as 
commissioner.  He  died  many  years  ago,  in 
Cass  county. 

The  above  includes  all  the  early  settlers 
whose  names  we  could  learn,  though  doubt- 
less some  were  missed  who  deserve  to  be  men- 
tioned among  them,  but  when  wc  look  back 
over  a  |>eriod  of  eighty-five  years,  it  is  not 
strange  that  many  of  the  pioneers  who  came  to 
this  wilderness  then  and  remained  but  a  short 
time,  or  died  in  a  few  years,  are  forgotten  by 
the  few  left.     We  are  soon  forgotten. 

"If  you  or  I  to-day  should  die, 

The  birds  would  sing  as  sweet  to-iuorrow; 
The  vernal  Spring  her  flowers  would  bring. 

And  few  would  think  of  us  witJi  sorrow. 

Yes,  lie  is  dead,  would  then  be  said ; 

The  com  would  fioss,  the  grass  yield  hay, 
The  cattle  low,  the  summer  go. 

And  few  would  heed  us  passed  awar. 

How  soon  we  pass !     How  few,  alas ! 

Remember  those  who  turn  to  mold ! 
Whose  faces  fade,  with  autumn's  sha<le. 

Beneath  the  sodded  churchyard  cold ! 

Yes.  it  is  so.    We  come,  we  go — 

They  hail  our  birth,  they  mourn  us  dead, 

A  day  or  more,  the  winter  o'er, 
Another  takes  our  place  instead." 

It  is  with  no  intention  of  injustice  to  any  one 
that  we  quote  these  lines.  They  are  beauti- 
fully pathetic  and  as  true  as  beautiful.  None 
miss  us  when  wo  pass  away  but  our  immediate 
relativi-s  and  in  a  little  time  they  forget  ua 
and  laugh  as  merrily  as  when  we  sat  by  their 
side.  Such  is  life,  and  such  is  human  nature; 
and  it  is  well  that  we  can  forget  and  that  time 
does  thus  heal  our  sorrows,  or  life  would  be- 
come a  burden  that  none  of  us  could  bear. 

Most  of  the  first  comers  to  Roek  Creek  were 
from  Kentucky  and  Virginia,  where  timber  and 
running  water  existed  in  profuse  abundance. 
and  they  looked  upon  the  timlwr  that  bordered 
Rock  creek  and  the     Sangainnn     as  ii   T^eeond 


paradise.  They  then  regarded  the  prairies  as 
barren  wastes,  fit  for  nothing  but  pasturage, 
and  this  was  the  reason  that  all  the  first  set- 
tlements were  made  along  the  water  courses,  in 
the  edge  of  the  timber.  Drive  wells  were  un- 
known and  to  move  out  on  the  open  prairie 
would  have  lieen  considered  as  great  an  act  of 
insanity  as  to  attempt  to  cross  the  desert  «ith- 
out  water. 

One  of  the  \ery  first  religious  organiza- 
tious  formed  in  Menard  county,  was  the  Rock 
Creek  Cumberland  Presbyterian  church.  It 
was  organized  by  the  Rev.  John  M.  Berry, 
some  claim  as  early  as  1821  or  1822,  eertaiiiiy 
not  later  than  182.t.  Rev.  John  Simms  came 
a  short  time  prior  to  the  organization  of  the 
society  and  these  two  veteran  pioneers  and 
preachers  of  the  gospel  laid  out  a  camp-gi-ouud 
in  the  timber  of  Rock  creek  and  held  camp 
meetings  there  for  many  years.  It  was  tlie 
good  seed  sown  in  good  ground  that  brought 
fortli  the  abundant  harvest  in  after  years,  which 
is  still  seen  in  the  Rock  Creek  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  church.  The  church  ijuilding 
stands  near  where  the  camp-ground  was  lo- 
cated. The  first  start  at  a  place  of  worship 
was  the  shed  that  was  put  up  on  the  camp- 
ground, hut  some  time  later  they  put  up  a  log 
house,  which  was  used  for  a  number  of  years 
as  a  schoolhouse  and  also  a  church.  Some 
years  afterward  they  erected  a  frame  church 
of  ample  dimensions  to  meet  all  their  wants, 
and  this  house  served  all  their  purposes  till 
some  twelve  or  fifteen  years  ago  when  tliey  put 
up  the  house  that  they  how  worship  in,  as  neat 
and  comfortable  a  country  church  as  can  be 
found  in  this  or  any  other  county  in  central 
Illinois.  They  also  have  a  comfortable  par- 
sonage, standing  near  the  church.  The  Rev. 
J.  W.  Elder  is  their  pastor.  A  cemetery  ad- 
joins the  church.  This  is  beautifully  located, 
tastefully  laid  out  and  is  kept  with  the  greatest 

The  first  school  in  this  settlement  was  taught 
by  a  man  of  the  name  of  Compton.  in  a  little 
log  cabin  on  the  claim  of  Tarleton  Lloyd.  This 
school  was  taught  in  1824  and  1825.  The  fol- 
lowing year  Ira  McOlassen  taught  a  school  in 
a  cabin  on  the  claim  of  Elijah  Houghton,  the 
old  "Kiekorv"  Houghton  place.  Illustrative  of 
Dig:izcd^y  V-H.H>yiC" 
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till-  PL-hooIs  of  those  (lavs,  a  story  is  told  of  an 
occurrence  that  is  said  to  have  taken  place  in 
this  vicinity,  A  young  man  learning  tliat  a 
certain  neighborhood  was  contemplating  Jiav- 
ing  a  school  if  they  could  secure  a  teacher, 
visited  the  community  and  was  referred  to  a 
certain  citizen,  who,  he  was  told,  was  empow- 
ered to  deal  with  him.  He  called  on  the  old 
gentleman  who  said  tliey  wanted  a  school 
teacher,  and  that  lie  was  to  examine  iiim  as  to 
Iiis  qualificatioDB.  He  set  the  young  fellow  to 
reading  in  the  Bible,  in  the  genealogical  part 
of  Genesis  where  were  numberless  hard  names 
to  pronounce.  Aftci'  reading  a  chapter  or  two 
the  old  man  stopped  him  with  the  remark  that 
he  thought  he  could  teach  their  school.  Then 
he  told  the  young  man  to  write  out  a  certifi- 
cate of  his  qualification,  which,  when  done, 
he  handed  to  the  old  man  lo  sign.  The  latter 
sjiid  to  him:  "You  just  sign  it  too  with  my 
name,  and  I  will  make  my  mark  as  I  can  not 
read  nor  write."  This  ia  not  an  unreasonable 
story  by  any  means.  In  Menard  count}'  not 
fifteen  years  ago,  and  under  our  boasted  free 
school  system,  there  was  a  school  district  in 
which  not  one  of  the  three  directors  could  write 
his  name. 

Tarleton  Lloyd  opened  the  first  blacksmith 
shop  in  this  territor}-,  in  1822  or  1823,  and  did 
this  line  of  work  for  the  surrounding  country 
for  a  number  of  years.  Rev.  Mr.  Simms  built 
a  mill  here,  of  a  very  primitive  type,  in  1823. 
It  was  propelled  by  horse-power  and  served  to 
crack  the  corn  for  the  community,  and  they 
even  "mashed"  wheat  with  it  and  then  sifted 
out  the  brand,  some  careful  housewives  bolting 
it  through  home-made  cloth,  thus  having  a 
semblance  of  wheat  flour.  This  mill  long,  long 
ago  ceased  to  be,  and  the  people  now  do  their 
milling  at  other  |K)ints.  The  first  justice  of 
the  peace  is  supposed  to  have  been  a  man  by 
the  name  of  S™inrd,  who  was  among  the  early 
settlers  hut  who  left  here  in  a  few  years.  One 
of  the  Bones  was,  at  one  time,  a  justice  of  the 
peace  for  this  section.  As  illustrative  of  the 
courts  of  this  early  day,  the  following  is  told 
at  the  exjjense  of  Esquire  Syniard:  Two  of 
the  neighbors  had  gotten  into  a  wrangle  over 
a  debt  which  one  owed  the  other  and  which 
the  debtor  agreed  to  pay  in  hogs.     In  the  fall. 


when  the  hogs  had  grown  fat  on  the  mast  and 
the  debt  was  to  be  paid,  it  happened  that  fat 
hogs  were  a  good  price,  so  the  debtor  sold  his 
fat  hogs  for  cash,  and  delivered  an  old  sow 
and  pigs  to  the  creditor.  To  this  the  creilitor 
demurred,  saying  that  he  was  to  be  paid  in 
hogs.  The  debtor  replied  that  he  was  to  pay 
in  hogs,  and  that  he  had  brought  the  sow  and 
pigs.  The  creditor  demurred  atill  and  a  law- 
suit was  the  result.  It  came  up  for  trial  be- 
fore Esquire  Syniard,  and  after  very  patiently 
hearing  both  sides  of  the  question,  he  rendered 
judgment  in  favor  of  the  creditor,  deciding  that 
in  a  legal  sense  a  sow  and  pigs  were  not  hogs. 
In  the  year  1877  a  postoffiee  was  established 
here,  located  on  the  creek,  near  the  old  Isaac 
Cogdell  place,  and  was  called  the  Lloyd  post- 
office,  in  honor  of  the  then-living  oldest  citi- 
zen. L.  B.  Conover  was  the  first  postmaster. 
Politically  Eock  creek  has  always  been  Demo- 
cratic to  the  backbone.  When  the  election 
drew  near  John  S.  Ilurie  and  Frank  Duncan 
rallied  the  faithful,  and  on  election  day  the 
gathering  clans  went  to  tiie  [Kills  and  victory 
was  achieved.  This  has  been  the  story  in  all 
the  past.  Even  in  the  dark  days  of  1904,  the 
prairies  and  woods  of  this  section  sent  out  its 
undaunted  mossbaeks,  and  when  the  returns 
came  in  from  over  the  land,  bringing  the  story 
of  disaster  and  defeat  on  every  hand,  word  came 
that  in  s])ite  of  Parker  and  Plutocracy,  Wolf 
county  had  maintained  her  old  time  integrity 
and  was  the  one  green  oasis  in  the  dreary  desert 
of   Democratic   disaster. 

During  the  Civil  war  Bock  creek  was  loyal  to 
the  core  and  turned  out  as  large  a  number  of 
soldiers  in  proportion  to  her  population  as  any 
part  of  Menard  county.  The  men  of  this  sec- 
tion volunteered  into  the  regiments  in  the  ad- 
joining country,  which  drew  their  chief  strength 
from  this  county,  and  among  these  were  the 
Fourteenth  and  the  One  Hundred  and  Four- 
teenth Regiments  of  Illinois  Infantry.  No 
men  had  better  records  as  soldiers  than  the  boyn 
from  this  section  of  "Little  Menard." 

Bock  Creek  is  to-day  one  of  the  finest  sec- 
tions of  farming  country  in  the  entire  county. 
By  nature  some  of  the  soil  may  not  be  as  rich 
as  may  be  found  in  some  other  localities,  but 
taken  all   in   all   it  stands  in  the  very  front,  i 
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Wiiile  it  liaji  no  towns  or  villages,  nor  railroads, 
yet  it  is  one  of  the  most  di'lightfiil  toiiinmni- 
ties  in  the  laml.  Tlioy  have  a  coal  shaft  in 
their  midst,  and  what  other  parts  of  the  county 
do  not  have,  they  [kisscss, — we  mean  stone  for 
huilding  purposes.  Their  farms  are  produc- 
tive and  well  cultivated;  their  homos  are  ele- 
gant and  comfortable;  their  schools  are  of  the 
best,  and  no  more  social  or  happy  and  pros- 
perous people  can  be  found  in  central  Illinois; 
and  when  the  intcrurlwn  electric  road  is  fin- 
ished, as  it  will  Ih'  soon,  running  through  the 
very  heart  of  this  community,  and  connecting 
them  with  SpringlichI,  Petcrt^ifiirg  and  all  the 
world,  their  cup  of  fortune  and  happiness  will 
be  full  to  overHowinji. 


INDIAN'  CKKEK. 


Tbe  prairies  of  the  west,  though  po^isossing 
a  jioil  ojual  to  any  in  the  world,  and  having  a 
cliniate  unsurpassed,  and  being  splonilidly 
watered,  were  yet  slow  to  attract  tiie  early 
emigrant,  liecauso  most  of  these  were  from  sec- 
tions of  the  country  abounding  in  timber  and 
the  pioneer  seemed  to  think  that  no  one  could 
survive  on  these  hare  plains.  When  Illinois 
began  to  attract  the  emigrant,  we  find  him 
steering  his  "prairie  schooner"  toward  the 
groves  of  timber.  In  fact  they  really  believed 
that  those  prairies-  would  never  be  settled  up. 
James  Short  told  the  writer  that  in  an  early 
day,  as  he  and  his  father  were  looking  across 
the  strip  of  prairie  lying  between  tlieir  farm 
and  Sugar  Grove,  a  distance  of  a  little  more 
than  two  mile.*,  the  old  man  said:  "Jinimie, 
then'  will  lie  open  range  for  our  stock  there 
for  a  hundred  years  to  come."  In  less  th.in 
a  score  of  years  it  was  a  solid,  unlirok<'n  sea  of 
corn.  It  was  not  till  almost  every  acre  of  tim- 
lier  land  lying  adjacent  to  the  streams  had  Iwen 
claimed  that  any  one  thought  of  venturing  out 
on  the  prairie.  With  the  utmost  caution  they 
ventured  out  beyond  the  shelter  of  the  |»rotect- 
ing  trees,  and  as  cabins  rose  up  on  the  broad 
plains  the  croakers  uttered  dire  i)rodictions 
about  freezing  to  death  or  Ijcing  blown  away  by 
storms.  This  was  the  case  in  this  si-ttlcmi-nt. 
as  well  as  cIsewluTe.  and    no  si'ltlemciils  wen- 


uiade  beyond  the  timber  till  necissity  compelled 
the  increasing  jiopulation  to  "move  on."  In- 
dian Creek  settlement  included  as  fine  a  sec- 
tion of  country  as  is  to  be  found  anywhere, 
consisting  of  timber  along  the  streams,  with 
broad  areas  of  the  finest  prairie.  The  surface 
is  not  hilly,  nor  is  it  flat  and  level,  but  the 
whole  surface  gently  undulates,  more  like  the 
swelling  waves  of  the  ocean,  than  anything  we 
can  compare  it  to.  Tt  is  well  drained  and 
watered  by  Salt  creek  on  the  north,  tlie  Sanga- 
mon on  the  west,  and  Indian  creek  and  other 
small  streams  flowing  through  it.  No  village 
or  town  now  breaks  the  monotony  of  the  scene 
at  the  present  time,  though  years  ago  New 
Market,  a  thriving  village,  was  located  here, 
Curtis,  a  way-station  and  jxistoftice  on  the  Chi- 
cago &  Alton  railroad,  is  in  this  area.  i)ut  as 
there  is  but  one  family  there  and  no  buildings 
adorn  it,  except  the  one  residence,  a  store  and 
a  grain  elevator,  it  is  not  entitlwl  to  the  name 
village.  This  settlement  was  first  made  by 
jieople  mostly  from  Kentucky,  with  a  few  from 
Virginia,  to  give  dignity  to  the  community. 
From  the  best  information  that  can  be  had. 
James  Short  was  the  first  white  man  to  settle 
in  this  territory.  He  located  here  in  1834  but 
in  1R28  he  removed  to  Sangamon  county.  The 
old  Blue  Grass  state  sent  in  the  following  re- 
cruits: Solomon  Taylor,  Robert  and  James 
Bracken,  Andrew  Trumbo,  Abraham  Horn- 
l«ck  and  sons,  Elijah  Scott,  Francis  Raybum, 
William  Brewer  and  son,  Samuel  Rogers  and 
son,  .Vlexander  Crawford,  David  Onstott,  John 
Pentecost  and  sons,  Michael  Killion,  William 
Denton,  William  and  James  Rslill.  Coleman 
Smoot,  Hamilton  Elliott,  Isaiah  Low  and  per- 
haps others.  Robert  and  James  Bracken, 
brothers,  came  in  lS2()-27.  Solomon  Taylor 
came  in  1838.  Andrew  Trumbo  came  in  1828 
or  lS3i>.  Abraham  Hornback  and  his  sons, 
John,  Jesse  and  .Andrew,  came  in  lS3(i.  All 
of  these  are  long  since  dead  but  .-\ndrew  lived 
until  not  a  very  great  number  of  years  ago  and 
died  at  a  very  advanced  age.  Francis  Ray- 
burn  <'ame  in  1H38  and  after  a  great  many 
years  be  reniovcd  to  Iowa,  where  iie  died.  Wil- 
liam Brewer  and  bis  son  John  came  in  1827 
or  1S9H,  and  both  died  here.  Samuel  Rogers 
and  his  s<m.  .losi'ph  Rogers,  c«jne  in  lj825. 
D,3i:izcdbvL.OOgle 
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AlcxamlLT  Crawfonl  i-iiiin;  in  1827,  and  has 
L'l-cn  (lead  almost  or  <iiiiti'  fifty  yoars.  David 
Onslott  caniii  in  lS-^5  and  ereitcd  a  mill  and 
dii^tillcry.  The  mill  was  run  by  horso-power 
anil  a  little  copiHT  jitili  was  attaehwl.  In  this 
milt  the  ooru  was  (.'racked  for  meal  and  hominy 
for  riu-  settlors,  and  the  little  still — such  as  the 
moon-shiners  now  nse  in  Tcnnessoe  and  North 
Carolina — worked  up  the  snrphis  corn  into 
spiritirs  frumenti,  which  the  citizens  used  only 
for  the  "chills"  and  snakc-hito.  This  is  the 
extent  of  the  milling  there,  e,xee])l  that  later 
there  was  a  water-mill  on  Indian  creek,  at 
what  is  now  ealled  Indian  Cieek  hill,  OnS'tott 
was  H  man  that  could  not  he  surromuU-il,  as 
one  old  citizen  expressed  it,  and  when  the  set- 
tlement legan  to  fill  up  ho  pulled  ont  for 
Arkansas.  He  said  he  had  wadwl  through 
h^l  to  ^et  here  and  he  did  not  propose  to  l>e 
crowded.  John  Pentecost  and  his  sons.  Wil- 
liam, Henry  and  John,  came  in  ]8:;t.  William 
Denton  came  in  1H30  and  died  long  ago.  and  all 
of  his  children  are  gone  except  George  W. 
Denton,  who  is  still  living,  a  citizen  of  Oreen- 
vicw.  Jlichael  Killion  camo  in  18:10.  When 
Rnssel  Ciodhy  came  in  1830  and  built  a  cabin 
ont  on  the  prairie,  Killion  said  that  the  fool 
Virginian  would  freeze  to  death,  William 
P'still,  a  brother-in-law  of  Killion.  came  in 
in-ir,  or  182C.  James  Estill,  n  In-other  of 
William,  came  at  the  same  time.  They  are 
l)oth  long  since  dead.  Hamilton  Elliott  and 
two  sons,  Richard  and  Hadden.  came  in  1830. 
Richar<l  later  removed  to  Fulton  county.  He 
is  descrilwd  as  an  enterprising  man,  who  en- 
gaged considerably  in  speculation.  Our  in- 
formant said  that  he  would  risk  his  lifr-  for 
a  coonskin.  Afterward  he  went  to  Calilornia 
and  amassed  a  large  fortune,  Hiram  Ohapin 
and  Benjamin  Day  come  at  a  very  early  day 
but  did  not  remain  long.  Coleman  Smoot 
came  in  1831  and  bought  out  Onstctt.  He 
was  an  intelligent,  active  Inisiness  man,  and 
acquired  a  handsome  property.  He  died  many 
years  ago.  His  son.  William  C.  Smoot,  is  one 
of  the  wealthy  men  of  Menard  county.  He  is 
a  conscientious  Christian  man,  gained  his 
vealth  by  honest  means  and  no  one  envies  him 
in  the  enjoyment  of  it.  He  married  a  daughter 
of  William   Kngle,  of  Sweetwater,     Thev  are 


both  living,  enjoying  a  peaceful  old  age,  for 
although  Mr.  Smoot  has  been  entirely  blind  for 
several  years  he  still  enjoys  lifo.  When  he  is 
gone  he  will  lie  universally  missed  and  his 
memory  will  he  revered  by  all  who  knew  him. 
The  settlers  thus  far  named  were  all  from 
Kentucky,  though  numy,  or  most  of  them,  were 
originally  from  Virginia,  as  Kentucky  was 
largely  settled  by  Virginians.  From  Virginia, 
the  venerable  mother  of  presidents,  the  follow- 
ing additions  were  made:  Hnssel  Godby,  Isaac 
Snodgrass,  Fieliting  Ballard,  William  Sam|>- 
son  and  probably  a  few  others.  Godby  camo 
in  the  spring  of  1830  and  his  first  winter, 
therefore,  was  that  of  the  deep  snow,  and  it 
cast  a  damper  (esjiecially  in  the  spring  when 
it  began  to  thaw)  over  the  feeling  with  which 
he  had  regarded  the  fair  prairies  of  Illinois,  as 
compared  with  the  red  hills  of  "Old  Virginia." 
He  was  the  first  man  in  all  this  region  to  ven- 
ture out  into  the  open  prairie  and  he  did  not 
get  far  from  shelter.  Snodgras.^  and  Ballard 
wore  brothets-in-law  to  Godby  and  came  the 
same  seasim  that  he  did.  Sampson  came  some 
time  l)efore  Godby,  Snodgrass  and  Ballard, 
probably  in  1820,  He  lived  in  the  community 
till  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1870.  Philip 
Barm^tt  was  an  eastern  man  and  a  brother-in- 
law  to  Godby.  These  four  gentlemen,  Godby. 
Ballard,  Snodgrass  and  Barnett,  married  sis- 
ters. John  King  came  from  North  Carolina 
in  1820.  He  was  born  in  17*.'),  and  died  in 
1870,  at  the  age  of  one  hnndR'd  and  one  years 
and  twenty-nine  days.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Indian  wars  of  the  south  and  in  the  war  of 
1812.  in  which  he  served  under  General  Jack- 
son, and  he  was  a  firm  Ixdiever  in  and  a  great 
admirer  of  "Old  Hickory"  to  the  close  of  his 
life.  He  first  came  to  Illinois  in  1821  and 
settled  in  the  south  part  of  the  state,  where 
he  lived  until  coming  here.  Before  hia  death 
he  and  Tarleton  T.loyd  were  the  only  living 
soldiers  of  that  war  in  the  county.  He  was 
buried  in  Rose  Hill  cemetery.  Dedman  Power 
was  an  early  settler  but  of  him  we  could  gather 
no  particulars.  William  Duff  came  in  18'^7, 
but  where  from  no  one  can  tell.  He  is  spoken 
of  as  "a  hard  old  customer."  rough,  profane  and 
a  poor  aeijuisition  to  any  conmnmity.  He  re- 
mained only  a  few  years.     John  Clary  was  an  . 
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«arly  comer,  for  Esijuire  Godby  says  he  was 
tending  Onstott'a  mill  when  l)e  came  in  1830. 
This  brings  this  suttlement  down  to  the  time 
when  the  tide  of  immigration  was  becoming 
so  ritrnng  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  secure 
any  corropt  account  of  it. 

One  of  the  first  moves  made  by  the  early 
pionuers,  after  getting  a  shelter  for  the  wife 
and  children,  was  in  the  direction  of  education 
and  i-eligious  worship.  In  the  summer  of  1830 
John  Pentecost  walked  three  miles  from  hia 
home  to  a  cabin  on  the  land  of  Samuel  Rogers 
to  teach  a  little  school  there.  The  next  school 
wa?  taught  by  Dr.  David  Meeker,  in  an  aban- 
doned cabin  on  the  land  of  Coleman  Smoot. 
Tlie  first  regular  schoolhoiise  built  in  this  set- 
tlement was  on  the  land  of  Mr.  Smoot  and  was 
of  the  primitive  pattern.  This  was  built  in 
18.13,  and  the  first  pedagogue  to  preside  here 
and  impart  wisdom  within  its  classic  walla, 
was  Silas  Alexander.  In  this  log  cabin,  known 
as  the  "Smoot  sehoolhouse,"  many  of  the  old 
men  and  women  of  this  vicinity,  when  children, 
took  their  first  lessons  in  Webster's  old  blue- 
backed  spelling  book  and  in  shooting  paper 
wads.  We  make  great  sport  of  these  old 
schools,  hut  we  are  impressed  to  say  that  three 
things  were  often  lietter  taught  then  than  they 
are  in  a  grent  many  of  our  boasted  up-to-date 
schools  of  to-day;  wc  refer  to  spelling,  arith- 
metic and  PjUglish  grammar.  Those  old  text- 
books, some  way  or  anotiier,  led  the  pupil  to 
understand  the  fundamental  principles  of  the 
branches  of  which  they  treated.  Pike's  and 
Smiley '.s  arithmetics  and  Murraj-'a  and  Kirk- 
ham's  grammars  left  the  pnpil  no  excuse  for 
not  ma.alering  the  subject,  but  with  the  ad- 
vantages that  we  have  now,  as  compared  with 
those  of  that  time,  our  teachers  and  pupils 
should  do  marvelous  things. 

The  first  minister  who  preached  to  the  peo- 
ple of  this  settlement  was  the  Rev.  John  M. 
B<'rry.  the  great  apostle  of  the  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  church  in  central  Illinois.  Wc 
wonder  what  he  would  think  and  say  if  he 
could  rise  up  now  and  see  what  those  snobs, 
who  are  trying  t"  destroy  the  church  that  he 
labored  so  hard  for.  have  in  view. 

The  first  birth  and  marriage  are  forgotten 
hut  as  everything  must  have  a  beginning  these 


did  have  a  beginning  here,  as  the  present  popu- 
lation emphatically  shows.  The  first  death  is 
supposed  to  he  that  of  Fielding  Ballard's 
mother.  She  came  here  with  him  and  being 
very  old  and  feeble  she  died  the  next  year.  The 
first  physician  in  the  neighborhood  was  a  Dr. 
Walker  but  whence  he  came  or  whither  he 
went  no  one  knows,  however,  he  remained  but 
a  short  time.  The  next  was  David  Meeker, 
who  combined  physic  and  school  teaching  as 
the  practice  of  medicine  was  not  then  a  verj' 
paying  business,  for  jwople  did  not  call  a  phy- 
sician for  every  little  ailment,  and  as  a  result 
there  was  less  sickTiess — Jio  offense  meant  to 
the  medical  fraternity^ — and  fewer  doctor's 
bills.  Coleman  Smoot  was  the  first  justice  of 
the  peace  and  Russell  Godby  was  the  second. 
We  mentioned  the  village  of  New  JIarket  in 
another  place,  but  we  feel  that  it  should  be 
spoken  of  here,  because  many  people  do  not 
know  that  there  was  once  a  village  here  which 
not  only  aspired  to  be  the  county  seat  of  Me- 
nard county  but  actually  set  herself  to  Ik-  the 
capital — the  seat  of  government,  of  the  great 
state  of  Illinois.  Such  is  the  unvarnishe<l 
truth.  It  was  laid  out  by  Dr.  Ballard  and  a 
man  by  the  name  of  Speer.  Ballard  put  u|»  a 
large  two-store  building,  intended  to  be  used 
as  a  hotel,  but  the  glory  of  the  town  waned  so 
fast  that  it  was  never  used.  A  store  was 
opened  by  one  Clark,  who  later  sold  out  to 
Ballard  &  Speer.  A  blacksmith  shop  was 
o[>ene<l  by  George  Saunders  and  William  F. 
Rogers,  and  the  place  put  on  quite  a  town-like 
appearance.  Then,  as  said  above,  she  aspired 
to  be  the  county  wat  and  not  only  this  but  she 
was  actually  a  rival  of  Springfield  for  the  state 
cajiiial,  but  after  the  location  of  the  seat  of 
justice  at  Petersburg,  it  faded  into  nothing- 
ness. It  became  a  village  of  the  dead,  rather 
Ihan  the  living;  a  grave  for  ambition;  an 
antidote  for  ]>ride.  The  ruins  of  Baalhee  are. 
in  many  respects,  a  mystery;  Palmyra,  at  least 
in  vastness,  surpassed  even  Baalbec;  Athens. 
Rome,  Jerusalem,  and  other  sc'cnes  of  decay 
appeal  to  our  pity  and  touch  our  hearts,  but 
for  New  ^larket.  the  mighty  city  of  lofty  as- 
pirations, we  can  only,  like  the  Hebrew  cap- 
tives of  old,  hang  our  harps  upon  the  willows 
and  weep  for  fallen  pride.     It  owed  its  origin 
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to  a  rather  wild  ambitioiL  And  waned  to  its  ex- 
tinction when  fate  decided  adversely  to  its 
hopes  and  wishes. 

"Sweet  smiling  village,  loveliest  of  the  lawn, 
Thy  sports  are  fled,  and  all  thy  charms  with- 
drawn ; 
Amidst  thv  bowers  the  tyrant's  hand  is  seen, 
Aod  desolation  saddens  all  thy  green; 
One  only  master  grasps  the  whole  domain, 
Ajid  half  a  tillage  stints  thy  smiling  plain; 
No  more  thy  glassy  brook  reflects  the  day, 
But.  choked  with  sedges,  works  its  weedy  way; 
Along  thy  glades,  a  solitary  guest — 
The   hollow-sounding  bittom  guards  its  nest; 
Amidst  thy  desert-walks  the  lapwing  flies, 
And   tires   thy   echoes   with   unvaried   cries. 
Slink  are  thy  bowers  in  shapeless  niin  alt. 
And   the   long  grass   o'ertops    the    moldering 

wall, 
And   trembling,   shrinking   from   the  spoiler's 

hand. 
Far,   far  away  thy   children   leave   the  land." 

Finally  when  it  was  evidenced  to  them  be- 
yond a  doubt  that  the  town  was  "born  to  blush 
unseen,  and  waste  its  sweetness  on  the  desert 
air,"'  it  was  vacated,  by  legislative  enactment, 
and  nothing  now  remains  to  point  out  where 
once  it  stood.  Where  its  l»usy  inhabitants  once 
toiled,  the  rank  corn  now  rustles  in  the  passing 
breeze. 


GEEENVIEW  AND  lEISH  GHOVE. 

Greenview,  as  a  precinct,  is  one  of  the 
youngest  in  the  county.  Until  some  years  ago 
it  was  included  in  what  is  now  Sugar  Grove 
precinct,  with  the  voting  place  at  the  village  of 
Sweetwater.  The  later  was  remote  from  the 
people  in  the  extreme  northern  part,  and  the 
iii1clli;zent  voter,  from  this  small  drawback, 
often  neglected  to  exercise  the  right  of  fran- 
chise. Hence  the  result  was  n  division  of  Su- 
gar Grove,  or  Sweetwater  ae  it  then  was,  and  the 
creation  of  a  new  precinct,  now  known  as 
Greenview.  It  includes  almost  the  entire 
northeast  jiart  of  the  county.  It  is  well  drained 
by  Salt  creek  and  Pike  creek,  with  other  small 
branches,  which  carry  off  the  surface  water. 
Imli  Grove  lies  east  of  Greenview,  running  to 
the  Txigan  county  line.    As  an  agricultural  re- 


gion this  is  not  surpassed  by  any  section  of 
country  anywhere.  Its  farmers  are  among  the 
most  thrifty  and  most  wealthy  in  central  Illi- 
nois. The  Chicago  &  Alton  Railroad  runs  di- 
agonally through  Greenview  precinct.  Green- 
view, the  metropolis  of  this  section,  is  an  en- 
terprising little  town  in  the  southwest  part  of 
Greenview  precinct,  on  the  Chicago  &  Alton 
Railroad  and  will  be  more  fully  spoken  of 
further  on. 

li.\HLY  SliTa'LEJIENT. 

There  is  no  reliable  proof  that  any  white 
man  settled  in  the  boundary  of  this  territory 
earlier  than  183:1.  Eighty -one  long  years 
stand  between  that  point  and  the  present,  and 
that  period,  what  changes  have  taken  place, 
not  only  in  Menard  county,  but  throughout 
the  world.  Ancient  palaces,  in  whose  spaciotH 
halls  the  mightiest  monarchs  proudly  trod, 
now  show  "the  ivy  now  clinging  to  their  mold- 
ering walls."  Thrones  tottering,  have  crum- 
bled into  dust;  empires  have  fallen,  and  their 
places  blotted  forever  from  the  map  of  the 
world.  In  our  own  beloved  country,  intestinal 
war  has  raged  with  tornado-like  fury,  drench- 
ing the  soil  in  fraternal  blood;  and  for  a  time 
threatening  the  very  life  of  the  republic.  Four 
millions  of  beings  in  human  form,  once  in 
chains,  have  been  made  freemen.  Spain's  op- 
pressive tyranny  over  millions  of  helpless  peo- 
ple has  been  broken  forever;  and  revolutions 
have  shaken  the  civilizations  of  the  earth  to 
the  center.  .\nd  in  these  eighty-one  years  the 
territory  of  Greenview  and  Irish  Grove,  one  of 
the  minute  nnits  that  go  to  make  up  this 
mighty  country,  has  been  transformed  froni  n 
wilderness,  into  a  blooming  paradise  compared 
to  its  original  state. 

In  the  year  lfi§3  James  Meadows  settled  in 
the  limits  of  this  territory  on  the  farm  where 
H,  H.  Marliold  now  lives.  He  came  from 
Ohio  to  Edwards  county,  near  Alton,  in  1818, 
the  year  that  Illinois  was  admitted  to  the 
Fnion.  The  next  year  he  removed  into  the 
territory  of,  what  is  now.  Sugar  Grove  pre- 
cinct, where  he  resided  till  he  removed  to  the 
place  above  mentioned.  Mr.  Meadows  built  a 
mill  on  the  Marbold  place,  which  was  the  sec- 
ond mill  erected  in  east  Menard.  Soon  after 
Mr.  Mea<lows  settled  here,  George  Blane  andi 
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his  niolluT  came  to  the  noifihborhood.  Thoy, 
!ik(?  ^[^.  M(.'a<1ows.  had  settled  on  the  east  side 
of  Su{;nr  (>rove,  but  in  the  spring  of  1823  they 
sold  out  to  I^onard  Alkire  and  removed  here 
as  above  stated.  A  targe  majority  of  the  first 
installment  of  settlers  in  this  section  wore 
"Biielieyefi"  and  H'ttlotl  in  Irish  Grove.  From 
that  state  came  a  number  of  reeniits,  namely; 
J{)sei»h  Lucas,  Georjre  Borders,  John  Martin, 
George  and  Peter  Price,  John  Waldron  and 
John  Ilamill,  Lucas  "squatted"  in  the  Grove 
about  1S2.>  or  182fi.  He  was  a  genuine  fron- 
tiersman and  only  remained  till  game  began 
to  grow  scarce.  When  that  occurred  and  the 
Indians  had  gone  he  followed  in  the  wake  of 
the  "noble  red  man"  and  died  some  vcars  lat- 
er in  the  settlement  at  Mackinaw.  The  nevt 
settler  found  his  cabin  standing,  with  three 
acres  of  land  around  it  cleared  and  fenced. 
He  had  two  sons  who  settled  in  what  is  now 
Logan  county.  Another  son,  Abraham,  settled 
in  Irish  Grove,  where  he  lived  and  died.  Bor- 
ders and  Martin  came  in  1827.  George  Price 
came  in  182G,  and  his  brother.  Peter  Price, 
came  in  1829.  They  were  of  the  regular  fron- 
tier type  and  followed  the  Indian  and  the 
game  as  they  wandered  toward  the  setting  sun. 
William  Walker  bought  the  claim  of  Peter 
Price  in  1830.  John  Hamill  came  in  1843. 
lived  there  all  his  life,  rearing  a  large  and  re- 
spectable family,  and  died  a  number  of  years 
ago. 

Following  close  on  the  heels  of  Ihis  "Buck- 
eye" outfit  came  a  large  delegation  from  "The 
Dark  and  Bloody  Ground."  From  Kcntuckv 
came  William  Walker,  his  son,  Joseph  M. 
Walker,  and  his  brother-in-law.  David  Walker. 
William  Stott.s  William  Patterson.  Alexander 
Gilmer,  William  A.  Ktone.  John  W'.  Patterson 
and  Roliert  Itayburn.  This  la^^t  named  gentle- 
man was  born  in  the  Old  Dominion,  but  em- 
igrated to  Kentucky  when  it  was  the  hunting 
groiin.l  of  numerous  tribes  of  hostile.  Indians. 
From  Kentucky  he  came  to  Illinois  in  1827 
and  scttlerl  in  Irish  Grove.  S.mic  of  the  de- 
scendants of  Mr.  Hayburn  are  still  in  that  sec- 
tion of  countrj-.  Robert  Rayhurn's  wife  was  a 
Logan,  of  the  family  of  Logans  so  cch'brated  in 
the  Indian  wars  of  Kentucky.  Robert  Hay- 
bum  died  in  18-1fi.     William  Walker  came  to 


Illinois  in  the  fall  of  1828  and  stopped  in  Mor-  | 

gan  county.     He  spent  three  weeks  riding  over  I 

the  country  on  hor«'liack,  scaii-hlng  for  a  cab-  I 

in  to  shelter  his  family  in  during  the  winter, 
but  failing,  he  went  back  to  Clark  county.  In-  | 

diana,  and  wintered  there.  In  February  18311, 
as  before  stated,  he  came  to  Irish  Grove  and 
bought  the  claim  of  Peter  Price.     He  died  iu  i 

August,  1836,  and  his  son,  Joseph  M.  Walker, 
lived  and  died  on  the  farm.  David  Walker,  a 
brother  of  the  wife  of  William  Walker,  and 
who  came  to  the  settlement  .soon  after  the  lat- 
ter, bought  the  claim  of  Joseph  Lucas,  lived  on 
it  till  1837,  when  he  remove<l  to  Iowa  and  died  I 

there  years  ago.  Captain  William  \.  Stone 
was  also  born  in  Virginia  but  was  tak'm  lo 
Kentucky  by  his  parents,  when  quite  young, 
whence  he  emigrated  to  Illinois  in  1830.  His 
father,  Moses  Stone,  came  to  the  settlement  at 
the  same  time  and  was  the  head  of  a  large  fait!- 
ily.  Both  he  and  wife  died  the  ne.vt  year, 
leaving  a  family  of  twelve  children  to  br.ttle 
with  the  world."  JohTi  W.  Patterson  came  in 
18;t(l,  and  his  brother  William  in  1832.  Stotts 
came  in  1830,  but  in  1840  he  removed  to  Iowa. 
William  Eldridge  came  in  1840.  He  came 
from  the  chalky  cli(T^  of  Old  England ;  lived 
for  many  years  in  the  Grovi' ;  then  removed  to 
Greenview;  and  died  there  a  few  year:,  ago.  at 
a  ripe  old  age.  Dr.  Eldridge.  of  Grccnview.  is 
his  son.  This  comprises  all  of  the  early  set- 
tlers of  which  any  ki^owledae  is  to  be  gained. 
Doubtless  there  were  other  transient  settlers 
who  were  there  for  a  time,  but  we  have  given  an 
account  of  all  the  permanent  old  sclllcrs.  Tl;e 
winter  of  the  deep  snow, — a  landmark  that  all 
will  recognize, —  (18.30-31)  but  remeiid>errd  by 
few,  if  any,  now  living,  was  a  time  that  did  in- 
deed try  men's  souls.  The  snow  began  to  lull 
just  before  Christmas  and  continued  till,  as 
many  claim,  a  depth  of  four  feet  on  the  level 
lay  all  over  the  land.  The  ground  was  not 
visible  any  mort  tili  after  the  middle  of  the 
following  March.  Joseph  Walker  told  thfe 
writer  many  years  ago  that  this  snow  caught 
his  father'.-i  family  without  meal  or  flour.  For- 
tunately, they  had  laid  in  a  supply  of  meat  and 
thi.i,  with  pounded  corn,  was  all  they  had  to 
i-at  for  over  six  long  weeks.  The  corn  wa& 
j-tanding  in  the  field  or  in  shocks  and  every 
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day  they  were  oblijjcd  to  open  a  pathway  to  B 
shock  of  corn  in  order  to  .seciii-e  enough  for 
thcmsHvi's  and  their  Uinitetl  amount  of  r^toek. 

James  Menriowa,  who  was  a  millwright  by 
trade.  bui)t  a  mill  in  1S31  on  what  is  now  fh:> 
H.  H.  Marbold  place.  It  was  of  the  old 
'tread-wheel"  tyjie,  but  it  served  to  "crack  tlir 
corn"  for  the  hungry  natives  till  they  could  do 
better.  This  mill  eontinued  in  oi)eratioii 
about  eight  years  and  then  beeaine  ohsolelc- 
Th^  mill  at  "Xew  Salem"  did  the  greater  pari 
of  the  work  supplying  the  people  with  corn- 
meal  during  this  period,  however,  JIaiiy  of 
the  settlers  got  their  supply  of  bread  stiitf 
from  Springfield  for  a  great  many  years.  The 
Methodist  circuit  rider  and  the  school  teacher 
came  into  the  settlement  about  the  same  time. 
Bobert  Bayburn  taiight  the  first  school  in  Irish 
Grove.  He  had  been  a  teacher  in  Kentucky 
before  he  came  to  Illinois.  This  was  a  suh- 
seription  school  and  was  taught  in  a  log  cabin 
in  the  grove.  This  was  before  the  day  of 
schoolhouses  and  long  before  the  day  of  free 
schools.  That  old  Methodist  pioneer.  Peter 
Cartwriglit,  is  claimed  by  many  Methodists  to 
have  pn'ached  the  first  sermon  that  was  ever 
preached  in  Irish  Grove,  but  this  is  evidently  a 
mistake  for  there  had  been  services  there  be- 
fore he  came  to  Illinois.  True  he  preached  at 
the  cabin  of  Mr.  Stone  not  only  before  tiio 
building  of  churches  but  before  there  were  any 
schoolhouses  built.  Also  two  Methodist  itin- 
erants. Revs.  Hargus  and  McLeinore,  were  ear- 
ly in  the  field  doing  the  work  of  the  Master. 

About  the  year  1831  or  1833,  a  log  school- 
house  was  built  in  the  Grove,  and  soon  after- 
ward the  Ilev.  Jcdin  G.  Burgin,  of  Springfield, 
organized  the  Irish  Grove  congregation  of  the 
Presbyterian  church,  (0.  S.)  in  that  same 
house.  This,  in  time,  grew  into  an  active  and 
nourishing  congregation,  built  a  neat  and  sub- 
stantial brick  house  of  worship  and  a  parson- 
age, and  for  many  years  had  a  settled  pastor 
and  did  a  great  deal  of  good.  But  times  of 
dearth  at  last  came  and  by  deaths  and  removals 
they  became  so  weak  that  they  removed  to 
Sweetwater  and  that  i.s  now  the  center  of  the 
congregation.  See  a  further  account  of  them 
in  the  history  of  the  Presbyterian  church  in  an- 
other place.     The  brick  church  in    the    Grove 


was  built  in  18G.J  at  a  cost  of  about  three 
thousand  dollars  and  at  that  time  the  congre- 
gation numbered  over  one  hundred. 

The  first  death  in  this  section  of  countrv 
that  is  remembered  with  any  degree  of  certain- 
ty was  that  of  Miss  Mary  Ann  Walker,  who 
died  September  8,  ]8;J0.  But  doubtless  there 
were  deaths  of  early  ])ioneers  before  this  time. 
A  son  of  Mr.  Lucas  died  here  at  an  early  date, 
the  date  can  not  be  definitely  fised,  but  it  was 
probably  before  that  of  Mr.  Walker's  daughter. 
Moses  Stone,  mentioned  among  the  early  set- 
tlers in  another  plae<;,  died  in  1831,  and  hi? 
wife  -ur^ned  hiiii  only  about  two  weeks.  They 
lefr  a  fannh  of  twelve  children,  four  of  whom 
died  within  a  Mar  after  the  death  of  their  pa- 
ruit-  'lli(~(  diad  were  laid  to  rest  in  the  Irish 
flroie  cenietor;,  a  regularly  laid-out  plot  of 
ground  on  section  24,  where  most  of  the  pio- 
neer dead  Meop  the  sleep  that  knows  no  wak- 
ing" Tbtse  grounds  were  afterward  enlarged 
and  incorporated,  and  it  is  now  neatly  kept 
and  is  one  of  the  beautifiil  "Gities  of  the 
Dead"  in  Menard  county.  The  first  birth  in 
this  section  was  that  of  George  Borders  but  the 
exact  date  could  not  be  given.  The  first  mar- 
riage was  that  of  Alexander  Gilmer  and  Miss 
Jane  Walker,  on  the  4th  of  Xovemher  1830. 
the  ceremony  being  performed  by  Rev.  Bur- 
gen.  They  went,  Immediately  after  marriage 
lo  Kentucky,  where  they  remained  for  three  or 
four  years,  and  then  returned  to  the  same 
neighborhood,  where  they  spent  the  remainder 
of  their  lives,  and  were  buried  in  the  Irish 
Grove  cemetery,  near  their  old  home. 

Dr.  Jlorgan,  of  "Old  Sangamon  Town," 
was  the  first  disciple  of  Aesculapius  to  practice 
medicine  in  this  section.  At  that  time  there 
was  not  a  doctor's  shingle  swinging  to  the 
breeze  at  every  crossroads  and  every  country 
store  as  there  was  some  years  later.  Nor  did 
the  people  get  sick  then  as  often  and  easy  as 
they  do  now  and  when  they  did  get  sick  with 
the  malaria  ("breakhone"  fever,  as  they  called 
bilious  fever)  or  the  inevitable  chills,  they 
combated  it  with  "roots  and  herbs."  and  either 
cured  it  or  died  without  the  aid  of  the  doctor 
or  the  burden  of  his  hill. 

The  first  justice  of  the  peace  was  John  W. 
Patterson,  but  several  years  before  his  appoint- 
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nient  there  had  been  two  or  three  such  dis- 
pensers of  justice  in  the  Sugar  Grove.  Polit- 
ically this  section  is  Repuhlicaii,  usually  giving 
a  safe  majority  to  that  parly.  In  the  Civil  war 
this  section  did  its  dwty  fully,  turninjr  out  a 
larfie  numher  of  brave  and  efficient  soldiers. 
An  entire  company  was  raised  in  Irish  (irov 
at  an  early  period  of  the  war,  hut  by  some  in- 
excusable mistake  the  company  was  credited  to 
Logan  county.  By  failing  in  this  nuinncr  to 
pet  credit  for  recruits,  the  pri'cinct  afterward 
had  to  stand  a  draft — the  result  of  pure  ncp- 
leet.  This  draft,  however,  was  small  as  the 
quotas  were  filled  in  advance.  Samuel  H. 
Plane  enlisted  as  a  private  and  rose  to  tlie  rank 
i)f  captain  <if  Company  K  of  the  One  Iluiulrcil 
and  Sixth  Regiment  of  Illinois  Volunteer  In- 
fantry-. Owing  to  ill  health  he  was  forced  to 
rcsjctn  and  was  succeeded  by  Craee  S.  (Irit- 
man.  who  was  promoted  to  (ill  his  place.  Botl; 
of  these  were  from  Irish  Grove  and  were  the 
only  commissioned  officers  that  the  Grove  could 
boast.  The  private  suKliers  were  the  sturdy 
sons  of  the  soil  and  they  most  jtallantly  sus- 
tained the  reputation  of  lllinnis'  soldier*  on 
uiauy  a  bloody  and  hard-fouj;ht  field. 

VILl.AGK   OF   GIlKESriEW. 

The  lown  of  Greenview  is  elipibly  located  in 
jis  fine  a  section  of  farming  lands  as  the  birds 
fly  over.  It  is  four  miles  from  Salt  creek  ami 
si.x  miles  from  the  Sangamon  river  on  ilie 
Jaeksonville  branch  of  the  Chicago  &  Alton 
Itailroad.  in  section  S3,  townsbiji  19,  rangi>  R 
west  of  the  third  principal  meridian.  It  was 
laid  out  October  2.  IKoV.  hy  Elder  William  En- 
gle.  elsewhere  mentioned  in  this  work  as  one 
of  the  pioneers  of  this  county  and  as  one  who 
did  more  to  make  this  section  of  country  what 
it  is  than  any  other  of  the  old  settlers  perhaps, 
and  whose  influence  for  good  in  many  respects 
is  still  felt  and  will  he  felt  for  years  to  come. 
The  land  on  which  the  town  stands  was  orig- 
inally owned  by  Charles  L.  Montgomery.  The 
name  Grei'nview  was  given  in  honor  of  Hon. 
William  fl.  Greene,  a  prominent  and  wealthy 
cili;'.en  of  Talhila.  wh..  died  lliere  smue  years 
ago.  The  first  dwelling  house  erected  in 
Greenview  was  put  np  hy  Robert  McReynolds 
!oon  after  the  town  was  laid  out  and  in  a  verv 


short  time  James  Stone  erected  a  dwelling  al^o. 
The  first  hriek  house  was  huilt  by  John  Wil- 
kinson, who  was  an  Englishman  by  birth,  and  of 
whom  we  speak  more  at  length  in  another 
place.  This  was  a  substantial  and  roomy  house, 
two  stories  high  and,  f()r  that  day,  it  was  a  fine 
building.  It  has  been  for  years,  and  is  now, 
nscd  as  a  hotel.  The  first  business  house  of 
any  importance  was  built  by  Robert  ^IcRi'v- 
iiolds  and  was  occu|iied  by  him  as  a  store. 
There  is  a  question  as  to  whether  MeKeynohls 
or  Emanuel  Meyer  &  Brother  were  th<'  first 
merchants  in  the  place.  It  is  a  question  of  ah. 
solutely  no  moment  but  it  serves  to  illustrate 
how  easy  it  is  for  a  whole  eomnuinity  to  for- 
get, just  in  a  few  years,  matters  that  it  would 
seem  that  all  would  remember.  The  Chicago 
&  Alton  Railroad  was  completed  through  here 
in  IRfir,  and  about  this  time  Silas  Buckii.an 
o|K'ned  a  general  store  here.  The  first  hotel 
was  kei)t  by  John  Wilkinson,  Jacob  Pro|)>t 
opened  and  eoiidueted  the  first  blacksiuith  sho|) 
in  the  place;  and  Drs.  Davis  and  Calloway 
were  the  first  physicians  to  dispense  quinine 
ami  Vowler's  sololinn  lo  the  denizens  of  the  vil- 
lage. Some  years  later  a  flouring  mill  was 
built  by  McCormic  Brothers  at  a  cost  of  about 
ten  thousand  dollars.  In  January  of  187R  tiii* 
mill  was  burned  to  the  ground  and  the  town 
has  never  since  ixisscsscfl  a  mill,  Harvey  "^'eii- 
man  was  first  to  handle  grain  in  Greenview.  In 
18(i8  he  built  an  elevator  on  the  ground  now 
occupied  by  the  one  jnst  across  the  railroad 
tracks  from  the  depot.  Yeaman  run  it  for  a 
time  and  then  sold  out  to  Morse  &  Company, 
who  raised  it  and  built  a  story  under  it.  This 
WHS  on  the  principle  of  the  Irishman's  mode 
of  building  a  chimney :  "Ijaying  down  a  brick 
and  then  putting  some  others  under  it,"  But 
while  it  is  common  to  build  a  story  on  a  house, 
it  is  a  recent  addition  to  architectural  skill  to 
build  a  story  under  one.  Hut  a  few  years  back 
the  Old  State  House  at  Springfield — a  solid 
stone  bnilding, — was  raised  and  an  eleven  foot 
story  was  put  under  it  One  or  two  elevators 
have  bwn  burned  in  Greenview  hut  they  still 
have  two  elevators  there,  which  do  an  immense 
business. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  church  was  organ- 
ised in  Gnvnview  In  Ifi'tS.  the  original  organ- 
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ization  was  formed  in  Old  Newmarket,  but 
when  tliat  hietorie  town  went  down  tlie  church, 
or  rather  the  congregation,  was  moved  to  the 
town  of  Greenview.  Later  thev  bnilt  a  com- 
fortable building  there,  but  at  present  tht^y 
have  no  preaching.  See  tlie  hiaton-  of  the 
Methodist  church  elsewhere. 

Oroonview  was  incorporated  as  a  village  by 
special  act  of  the  legislature  and  its  charter 
dated  May  G.  18«!).  The  first  board  of  trus- 
tees wew  C.  R.  Pierce.  G.  W.  Hatch.  John 
Anderson.  Fred  Wilkinson  and  A.  H.  Bogar- 
<lus.  This  was  the  board  upon  organization 
nndi'r  the  charter,  hut  as  far  back  as  March. 
ISliS,  the  records  show  regular  proceedings  of 
a  board  of  tnistees,  which  was  as  follows:  C. 
It.  Pierce.  J.  W.  Guyer,  John  Anderson,  Frod 
Wilkinson  and  A.  H.  Bogardus.  These  were 
sworn  in  by  H.  H.  Marhold.  Of  the  first 
hoiird  under  the  charter,  C.  E.  Pierce  wa" 
jiresident.  and  W.  S.  Morse,  clerk.  On  the  7th 
of  starch,  1877,  it  was  re- in  corpora  ted  under 
the  gi'iieril  law  of  the  state,  under  which  char- 
ter it  is  still  run.  It  now  has  a  population  of 
about  fifteen  hundred  and  is  a  thriving,  active 
business  town.  It  has  one  large  coal  shaft  do- 
ing an  iniriiensc  business;  three  first-class  dry 
uoods  stores;  five  grocery  stores;  two  hardware 
store* ;  two  restaurants;  two  butcher  shops; 
one  drug  store ;  two  jewelers ;  one  harness  shop ; 
two  hunlxTvards ;  one  undertaker;  one  fur- 
niture store;  two  grain  elevators;  one  bank; 
one  hotel;  two  blacksmith  shops;  three  sa- 
loons ;  five  churches ;  and  two  carpenter  shops. 
Besides  these  there  are  five  resident  ministers; 
four  physicians  and  one  printing  office,  in 
which  "The  Grcenview  Leader"  is  printed  and 
which  does  all  kinds  of  job  printing  in  the 
best  of  style.  They  also  have  a  splendid  pub- 
lic square,  beautifully  adorned  with  trees;  they 
also  have  electric  lights  and  an  excellent  sys- 
tem of  water  works.  One  strange  feature  of 
the  town  is  that  it  has  no  cemetery.  Their 
dead  are  mostly  taken  to  Petersburg  for  burial. 
There  are  several  small  cemeteries  near  there 
whore  many  of  their  dead  repose,  but  most  of 
them,  as  above  stated,  are  taken  to  Petersburg 
for  interment.  There  certainly  should  be  a 
cemetery,  owned  and  controlled  by  the  citi- 
zens of  the  town,  nothing  can  be  needed  more. 


But  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  some  large- 
hearted  and  philanthropic  citizen  will  rise  up 
to  supply  this  great  need,  and  thus,  not  only 
do  the  community  a  lasting  favor,  but  at  the 
same  time  will  rear  a  monument  which  will  be 
more  enduring  than  granite,  brass  or  bronze. 

There  was  never  any  school  in  the  village 
proper  till  the  year  1877.  A  long  time  hack 
(in  the  latter  part  of  the  '50s,  perhaps)  a 
brick  school  house  was  built  southeast  of  the 
town  and  here  for  several  years  they  had  school. 
In  1870  they  completed  a  brick  school  building 
in  the  then  south  part  of  the  town  at  a  cost  . 
of  alicmt  ten  thousand  dollars.  This  continued 
fimr  larue  roiuns,  with  halls,  cloak-rooms,  etc. 
Professor  D.  M.  Harris  taught  the  first  school 
in  this  building.  Some  years  later  another 
building  was  erected  on  the  adjoining  lots, 
containing  two  large  and  elegant  rooms,  one  for 
the  high  school  and  the  other  for  the  gram- 
mar grade.  Since  the  erection  of  the  first 
building  they  have  ha'l  fiwm  eight  to  nine 
months  school  in  the  town  even-  year.  They 
have  a  regular  four  years'  high  school  course, 
with  a  full  corps  of  teachers  for  the  lower 
grades.  Professor  Robert  C.  Hiett  has  been 
principal  of  this  school  for  the  past  five  years 
and  nnder  his  efficient  direction  it  is  accom- 
plishing a  noble  work.  S'ec  further  account 
under  the  head  'Education." 


OLD  SALEM. 


"New  Salem,'"  the  ancient  village  of  Jlenard 
county,  now  so  completely  obliterated  by  time 
that  not  a  vestige  of  it  is  left,  save  a  low  place 
in  the  ground  where  the  store  stood  in  which 
Lincoln  sold  goods,  was  once  the  center  of 
business  for  a  large  scope  of  country.  It  is. 
or  was,  situated  on  the  "Heights  of  Abraham," 
some  hundred  feet  or  more  above  the  waters  of 
the  raging  Sangamon,  and  about  two  miles 
south  of  the  town  of  Petersburg.  On  the  13th 
of  Oetobor,  1820,  it  was  surveyed  and  laid  out 
tiy  Reuben  Harrison,  for  Rutledge  and  Cam- 
eron, the  owners  of  the  land.  The  first  build- 
ings were  a  couple  of  cabins,  erected  as  dwel- 
lings for  John  Cameron  and  James  Rutledge. 
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The  first  hiisiiioss  house  was  pr«-te«]  In*  Samuel 
Hill  and  Jolm  McXaniar  for  a  store,  in  wliich 
tliey  soon  after  opened  a  stoek  of  ^oode,  prob- 
aMy  the  first  store  opened  in  tlie  limits  of  what 
is  now  Menard  county.  The  next  store  was 
ojiened  hy  George  Wnrburton,  who,  in  a  short 
time  removed  to  I'etcrslmrg  and  beeaiiie  one  of 
the  proprietors  of  that  town.  It  is  said  that 
Warhurton  was  an  excellent  liusincss  man,  a 
fine  scholar,  and  witliout  an  enemy,  only  his 
terrible  appetite  for  stronfi  drink.  Afterward 
he  was  found  drowned  in  the  Sangamon  where 
the  water  was  not  over  six  inches  dc*']).  Wheth- 
er it  was  a  ease  of  suicide  or  not.  no  one  ever 
knew.  He  soUl  his  store  in  Salem  to  two' 
Ijrothers  by  the  name  of  Crisnian.  who  came 
from  AHrjiinia.  After  remaining  only  a  short 
time  they  sold  all  their  possession:;  and  moved 
away.  A  [Histofiice  was  established  at  Saloni 
in  1830,  and  some  say  tliif  was  the  first  in  the 
county.  John  JlcXamar  was  tlie  first  post- 
master, but  after  a  couple  of  years  he  was  suc- 
ceeded by  .Vbraham  Lincoln,  who  served  in  that 
capacity  till  he  removed  to  Sprinfifiold,  Dr. 
Allen  was  the  first  practicing  pliysician  to  set- 
tle in  Salem.  He  and  his  brother  came  here 
together.  Dr.  Duncan  was  another  early  prae- 
titioner  in  this  locality.  Joshua  Miller  was  the 
first  blacksmith  in  the  place.  Edmund  CJreer, 
deep  learned  in  law,  was  the  first  magistrate  to 
deal  out  justice  to  the  denizens  of  the  infant 
city,  and  when  the  law  business  ran  slack  he 
played  the  pedagogue  to  fill  in  time  and  was 
the  first  school  teacher  here,  as  well  as  the  first 
justice  of  the  peace.  John  Kelso  ojiened  the 
first  hotel,  and  in  the  hospitable  walls  of  this 
hot  I  1  (  I  layed  the  host  to  whatever  strangers 
1  gl  t  1  a  that  way.  Rutlinlge  and  Cameron 
I II  It  the  f  rst  mill  that  was  hen^  and  it  sup- 
pi  el  a  n  ueh-felt  want  to  the  settlers  in  an 
area  of  at  least  fifty  miles  in  every  direction. 
rhift  Js  the  mill  over  the  dam  of  which  Abraham 
Lincoln  piloted  the  fiatboat  and,  with  a  display 
of  tact  and  ingenuity  wholly  astonishing  to 
those  who  witnessed  the  oj»eration.  relieved  the 
boat  of  water,  hy  a  new  style  of  pump,  not 
much  in  use  on  hoard  of  vessels  in  that  day  or 
at  the  pn'sent,  for  he  bored  an  anger  hole  in 
the  Imttom  of  the  sunken  boat  and  let  tlie 
water  out.     This   is  an   actual    faei,   but   the 


story  has  lieen  told  so  often  that  we  will  not 
tax  the  reader's  patience  hy  repeating  it  here. 

Salem  mill  was  known  far  and  near  and  was 
patiflnized  by  a  very  large  district.  It  stood 
under  the  iihiff  on  whieh  the  town  was  located 
iind  was  a  very  primitive  affair.  It  is  thus 
dtscribed  by  a  local  writer  of  the  time:  "It 
consisted  of  two  or  three  log  i»cns,  anehoR'd 
with  rocks,  u|)on  whieh  was  erected  a  platform, 
where  a  pair  of  rough  stones  were  placed,  and 
driven  by  a  water-wheel  attached  to  an  up- 
right shaft."  It  was  con  I  r  II  m|  n^'cl, 
however,  before  Salem  l>ecan  e  t  net.  In 
185^  it  was  bought  by  Abraha  Bale  ho  s<'t 
to  work  to  remodel  and  ii  |  ro  e  t  1  t  liefore 
he  aeeomplisiied  this  piirpi  1  as  taken  ill 
and  died.  His  sons,  howe  er  hn  oh  d  the 
work  that  he  had  undertaken  co  pleted  t  and 
operated  the  mill  for  man  ar  0  e  of 
these  sons,  T.  V.  Bale,  continued  to  run  it  till 
almut  twenty  or  twenty-five  years  ago.  when  it 
was  Imrned  to  the  ground.  No  sign  of  any 
part  of  the  mil!  remains  i>ut  a  few  n>tted 
sticks,  protruding  from  the  mud  and  sand, 
showing  where  the  dam  once  was,  but  the  river. 
in  seeming  disgust,  has  changed  its  channel  and 
left  the  site  of  the  dam  out  on  dry  land.  On 
tlie  hill  where  the  village  stood  there  is  no 
sign  to  tell  where  it  was,  save  the  depression 
in  the  ground,  where  the  cellar  of  Lincoln's 
store  was.  Out  of  the  center  of  this,  seeming- 
ly from  one  root,  arises  two  trei-s,  an  elm  and 
a  sycamore,  but  one  is  dead,  and  the  other  dy- 
ing, from  the  countless  names  that  have  been 
cut  in  their  bark.  Xo  human  habitation  is 
near  and  it  seems  the  dwelling  place  of  desola- 
tion. This  is  a  synopsis  of  the  early  liistory 
of  Salem  except  the  connection  with  it  of 
Abraham  Lincoln.  Upon  this  point  there  has 
Iwen  BO  much  written  that  we  will  not  dwell 
upon  it  here.  With  the  statement  of  a  few 
facta  we  will  close  this  chapter.  Mr.  Lincoln 
was  born  in  Kentucky.  Stuve  in  his  history  of 
Illinois  says:  "Abraham  Lincoln  was  born  in 
La  Hue  (now  Ilanlin)  county,  Kentucky,  about 
two  miles  south  of  the  village  of  Hodgens- 
ville,  February  13.  1H«9.  Here  his  father  bad 
taken  up  a  land  claim  of  three  hundred  acres, 
rough,  broken  and  [wor,  <:ontaining  a  fine 
sjiring,  known  to  this     day     as  the  'Lincoln 
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Spring.'  Unable  to  pay  for  the  uuproductive 
land,  the  claim  was  abandoned  and  the  family 
moved  from  place  to  place,  in  the  neighbor- 
hood, being  very  destitute.  These  removals, 
oocurring  while  Abraham  was  scarcely  more 
than  an  infant,  have  given  rise  to  different 
statements  as  to  the  exact  place  of  his  birth. 
It  is  said  that  in  tliat  part  of  Kentucky  no 
loss  than  four  places  claim  the  honor.  Thomas 
Lineoln.  Abraham's  father,  moved  to  Spencer 
Mtunty,  Indiana,  in  181C.  Here  he  remained 
till  ls;tO.  when  he  removed  to  Illinois,  and 
^ttled  in  Macon  county,  on  tlie  nortli  fork 
of  the  Sangamon  river,  ten  miles  northwest  of 
Decatur.  In  IS.tS  he  removed  to  Coles  connty, 
when'  he  died  several  years  later.  There  in  a 
qiiiot  little  cemetery,  known  as  "Gordon's  grave- 
yard." he  slee|>s  the  last  sleep.  In  18(19  Robert 
T.  Lincoln  visited  his  grandfather's  grave  and 
cri-cted  over  it  a  marble  slab,  with  suitable 
inscription.  So  after  almost  forty  years  this 
humble  grave  has  been  marked.  As  appropri- 
ate in  this  place,  we  give  a  poem,  written  by  a 
citizen  of  Coles  county,  on  Thomas  Lincoln's 
ileath.  which  went  the  rounds  of  the  press  at 
the  time  and  appeared  in  several  of  the  lead- 
ing magazines,  entitled  the  "fJrave  of  the 
Father  of  .\brahani  IJncoln." 

'^n  a  low,  sweet  vale  by  a  murmuring  rill. 

The  pioneer's  ashes  are  sleeping; 
Where  the  white  marble  slabs  are  lonelv  and 
still, 

In  sihmce  their  vigils  are  keeping. 

On  their  sad,  lonely  faces  are  words  of  fame. 
But  none  of  them  speak  of  his  glory; 

When  the  pioneer  died,  his  age  and  his  name, 
No  monument  whispers  the  story. 

Xo  myrtle,  no  ivy,  nor  hyacinth  blows 

O'er  the  lonely  grave  where  they  laid  him;. 

S"o  cedar  nor  holly  nor  almond-tree  grows 
Near  the  plebeian's  grave  to  shade  him. 

Bright  evergreens  wave  over  many  a  grave, 
O'er  some  bow  the  sad  weeping  willow; 

But  no  willow  tree  bows,  nor  evergreens  wave. 
Where  the  pioneer  sleeps  on  his  pillow. 

Some  are  inhumed  with  the  honors  of  state, 
And  laid  beneath  temples  to  molder; 

The  grave  of  the  father  of  Lincoln  the  Oreat, 
Ts  known  by  a  hillock  and  boulder. 


Ijct  him  take  liis  lone  sleep,  and  gently  rest. 
With  naught  to  disturb  or  awake  him; 

When  the  angels  shall  come  to  gather  the  blest 
To  Abraham's  bosom,  they'll  take  him," 

When  Abraham  Lincoln  lived  at  Old  Salem 
he  boarded  with  John  Armstrong.  Some 
years  later  Mr.  Armstrong  was  killed  by  a 
horse  and  his  wife  was  left  a  widow,  with  a 
house  full  of  little  children.  Shortly  before 
the  l>eginning  of  the  war.  her  oldest  son,  Wil- 
liam. "Duff"  as  he  was  called,  was  charged 
with  the  crime  of  murder,  said  to  liave  been 
committed  in  JIason  county.  All  are  familiar 
with  the  story,  that  has  been  told  a  thousand 
times,  of  Lincoln  defending  and  clearing  him 
of  the  charge,  and  of  Mrs.  Armstrong's  eternal 
gratitude  for  this  act  of  kindness  on  the  part 
of  Mr,  Lincoln.  ■  We  feel  that  it  is  a  duty  to 
give,  in  "The  Past  and  Present  of  Menard 
County,"  a  brief  sketch  of  this  family,  as  they 
lived  in  this  county. 

Mrs.  Armstrong's  maiden  name  was  Hannah 
Jones,  sister  of  Fiddler  and  Butcher  Jones,  as 
they  were  nick-named.  Slie  was  Iwrn  in  1811. 
When  quite  young  she  was  married  to  John 
Armstrong.  They  lived  for  a  time  near  Old 
Salem,  and  during  that  time  Lincoln  boarded 
with  them.  After  Annstrong  was  killed  she 
lived  on  a  forty  acres  of  land  that  she  had 
bought,  in  Mason  county.  It  was  while  liv- 
ing there  that  this  great  trouble  on  account  of 
"Duff"  came  upon  her.  After  some  years  she 
was  married  to  John  Wilcox,  with  whom  she 
lived  happily  for  many  years.  They  removed 
to  Iowa  and  Mr.  Wiico.v  died  there.  In  -Au- 
gust, 1890,  "Aunt  Hannah"  died  in  Winterset, 
Iowa,  and  her  remains  were  brought  to  Peters- 
burg for  burial,  and  tlic  writer  preached  her 
funeral,  in  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
church,  in  that  place.  She  died  August  31, 
1890,  William  ("Duff")  died  at  his  home  in 
Ashland,  Illinois.  May  ~,  1900,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-three  years.  Four  of  the  Armstrong 
children  are  stilt  living;  A.  P.  Armstrong, 
.\shland,  Illinois;  John  Armstrong,  Oakford, 
Illinois;  Eliza  Smith.  Mason  City,  Illinois; 
and  Robert  Armstrong,  Winterset,  Iowa.  Mrs. 
Armstrong  was  an  uneducated  woman,  but  one 
of  the  clearest -minded  women  the  writer  ever 
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met.     Hit  gratitutic  to  and  ailmirrttiim  for  Mr. 
Lincoln    was  somctliinf;  siililinif. 


0\'KI{STliEET. 
John  Ovcrstrwt.  Sr..  waK  born  in  Bedford 
county,  Virginiii.  in  1T.18,  and  served  in  tlic 
jtatriot  army  diirinfi  tlie  seven  years  of  the 
Revolutionary  war.  He  uas  married  to  Nancy 
Daliiity,  in  tlu-  year  i;s:t.  They  Iia.i  four 
children  horn  to  tlieni  in  Hcdford  county. 
Tliey  afterward  removed  to  CaiR'll  county.  West 
Virffinia,  wliero  they  livi'd  the  remainder  of 
their  lives.  Their  son  John  Overstreet.  who 
was  horn  in  Bedford  c<innty,  Virfjinia,  was  mar- 
ried to  Susan  Rolicrts.  in  t'al>oll  county,  West 
Virginia,  some  liine  jirior  lo  the  hn'akinir  out 
of  the  second  war  with  England,  in  181:>.  He 
volunteered  in  the  .\nieriean  army  (llie  siui 
of  a  Hevidutionary  Koldier,  could  not  well  do 
otherwise),  and  leaving  hi:;  younj;  wife,  he 
went  to  the  front,  to  figlit  the  hattles  of  his 
country.  At  that  time  the  Indians,  taking  ad- 
vantage of  the  (listurhed  state  of  the  country. 
and,  perhaps,  incited  hy  British  enmiissaries, 
gave  great  Mnnoyance  to  tlie  iR'Oiiie  of  the 
Virginias,  hy  fretjuent  forays  of  murder,  pil- 
lage and  rajiine.  While  in  the  army,  he  heard 
that  his  wife  had  hecn  niunlered  hy  the  In- 
dians.— a  common  event  iii  those  times, — and 
not  a  great  while  after  he  was,  himself,  made  a 
prisoner  hy  one  of  the  savage  allied  trihes  of  tiie 
English.  Soon  after  his  capture  prejwi  rat  ions 
were  made  to  hum  him  at  the  stake.  .Vs  was 
the  custom  of  the  red  demons,  tliey  began  to 
prepare  to  subject  him  to  all  the  torture  that 
their  fiendish  natures  could  invent.  He  knew 
it  was  hnt  death,  in  its  most  cruet  form,  and 
so  when  one  of  tlie  "big  braves"  offered  him 
a  foul  indignity,  Overstreet's  blood  lM)ilcd  at 
the  insult  and  collecting  all  his  strength,  he 
gave  the  heartless  brave  such  a  crushing  blow 
that  it  sent  him  headlong  into  the  fii-e  that  had 
neeu  kindled  to  torture  Overstrect.  This  act 
of  daring  bravery,  in  the  face  of  what  s^eemed 
certain  death,  so  aroused  the  admiration  of  the 
other  Indians,  that  he  was  saved  from  torture, 
he  being  considcri'd  too  nnhle  a  brave  to  die 
thue.     Sonu'  time   afterward   he   was   sold    to 


another  tribe  and  by  them  taken  to  Canada, 
where  after  a  time  ho  hy  kouic  chance  fell  into 
the  hands  of  white  men,  by  whom  he  was  held, 
for  two  or  three  years,  in  a  kind  of  semi- 
slavery,  but  was  finally  given  his  full  liberty. 
Not  long  after  this  he  met  a  woman  between 
whom  and  himself  there  sprang  up  a  mutual 
affection  and  they  were  married.  In  dne  course 
of  time  a  child  was  bom  to  them,  but  Dame 
Fortune  seemed  again  to  frown  ujion  him,  for 
soon  after  this  the  child  and  then  the  mother 
died.  Onee  more  he  found  himself  alone  in 
the  world  and  for  a  time  wandered  aimlcssly 
from  place  to  place,  until  at  last  he  was  seizeil 
with  a  yearning  desire  to  again  visit  the  scenes 
of  his  earlier  and  happier  life.  So  he  at  once 
began  preparations  for  the  long  and  weary 
journey  fram  Canada  to  Virginia.  After  many 
hardshi]};  and  dangers  he  at  last  arrivinl,  foot- 
sore and  weary,  in  the  vicinity  of  his  former 
borne.  A  strange  and  impelling  power  led  him 
to  visit  once  more  the  cabin  where  he  had 
lived  for  a  few  short  months,  in  comfort  and 
happiness,  with  the  wife  hehad  loved  so  fondly. 
He  came  in  sight  of  the  old  home;  there  stood 
the  same  rude  cfliiin,  under  the  shadow  of 
the  same  wide-spreading  trees,  and  from  the 
ehimnev  that  his  own  hands  had  built,  the  blue 
smoke  curled  upward  and  his  heart  fi!le<l  with 
emotion,  as  memory  carried  him  back  to  other 
and  ha])pier  days,  .\imlessly  and  dreamily  ho 
a]:i>roached  the  door  and  rap]>ed  for  entrance. 
In  a  moment  footstcjis  were  heard  within,  the 
rude  door  turned  on  its  wooden  hinges,  and 
the  wife  of  his  youth  stood  before  him.  They 
gazed  upon  each  other  for  a  few  moments  in 
aina:ied  and  bewilder<xl  astonishment.  She  had 
heard  of  his  capture  by  the  Indians  and  his 
death  by  torture.  Being  a  woman  of  refine- 
ment and  lioauty,  she  was  not  comiwlled  lo  live 
long  in  widowed  loneliness,  but  for  a  long  time 
she  repelled  the  advances  of  a  host  of  suitors, 
until  convinced  in  her  own  mind  of  her  hus- 
band's death,  and  wearying  of  her  lonely  life, 
she  at  length  married  again.  Overc'ome  by 
the  sudden  ap])earance  of  one  so  long  supi)osed 
to  be  dead,  she  fell  to  the  floor,  in  a  deathlike 
swoon.  Just  at  this  time  the  husband  appeared 
on  the  scone  and  after  she  had  suflieiently  re- 
vived, the  three  held  a  most  solemn  and  painful 
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council,  at  whicli  two  liusbandu  solemnly  agreed 
to  leave  the  whole  matter  to  the  decision  of  the 
wife,  both  men  sacredly  agreeing  to  abide  by 
the  decision  that  she  would  make,  each  one 
pledging  his  sacred  honor  that  if  the  decision 
was  against  him  that  he  would  leave  that  sec- 
tion of  eountry  and  never  annoy  them  in  any 
way.  This  must  have  been  a  terrible  ordeal 
for  all  concerned,  especially  for  the  wife,  but, 
doubtless  after  a  terrible  struggle  in  her  own 
breast,  the  smouldering  fires  of  youthful  love 
jjrevailed  and  she  chose  the  long-altsi-nt  husband 
of  her  youth,  and  the  reje».'to<l  husband,  dazed 
and  disappointed,  but  true  ns  steel  to  his 
plighted  word,  bade  them  a  sad  adieu,  walke<l 
out  of  the  door  and  they  never  heard  of  him 
after.  Soon  after  this  most  romantic  experi- 
ence. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Overstreot  removed,  in  1819, 
to  what  is  now  llenard  county  and  settled  near 
the  present  site  of  the  town  of  Athens.  In 
earlier  life  Mr.  Overstrcet  had  learned  the 
trade  of  a  millwright  and  the  great  diHieuIty 
of  securing  breadstuff  induced  him,  in  a  year 
or  two,  to  erect  a  horse-niill.  in  the  town  of 
Athens,  in  which  he  manufactureil  a  passiible 
grade  of  flour.  Soon  after  this  he  built  n  small 
flatlnat  on  the  Sangamon  river,  and  loaded  it 
with  flour.  About  18;t4  or  18;i5  he,  in  com- 
pany with  two  brothers,  Jesse  G.  and  David 
Hurt,  started  to  Xew  Orleans  with  their  cargo, 
down  the  Sangamon  to  the  Illinois,  and  down 
the  Illinois  and  the  Mississijipi,  to  New  Orleans. 
The  venture  proved  a  successful  one,  in  a  finan- 
cial view,  but  unfortunate  in  that  Mr.  Over- 
street  died  in  New  Orleans  in  18;t.i.  The  Hurt 
brothers  started  home.  Init  David  died  near 
Cairo,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  river.  Jesse 
G.  Hurt,  the  only  survivor  of  the  voyage-,  re- 
lumed safely  to  Athens,  where  he  lived  and 
died.  Jesse  G.  Hurt's  wife  was  a  niece  of  Mr. 
Overstreet.  Pembroke  Hall  was  a  grandson 
of  John  Overstreet.  his  mother  lieing  a  daugh- 
ter of  Mr.  Overstreet. 


dcr  the  village  law  but  is  a  place  of  some  im- 
portance. It  is  located  on  the  old  Tice  farm 
and  is  surrounded  by  a  fine  farming  comumni- 
ty  giving  it  the  opjmrtunit^'  of  Iwi-oming  a 
place  of  some  coniuiereial  interest.  There  has 
been  a  store  there  for  several  years  as  well  as 
a  ])ostof(iec.  They  have  an  excellent  school- 
house,  in  fact,  one  of  the  neatest  and  most  con- 
venient in  the  country.  It  is  heated  with  a 
furnace,  splendidly  lighted,  and  is  all  that 
could  I>e  desired  in  every  res|>ect.  For  forty- 
odd  years  the  MethtKlists  have  bad  a  church 
in  that  vicinity  hut  the  old  frame  house  which 
stood  some  distance  from  where  the  station  now 
stands  had  become  unfit  for  service  and  three 
or  four  years  back  they  built  a  neat  and  com- 
fortable house  in  the  village  and  now  have  reg- 
ular services.  During  the  sunmier  of  1904  a 
company  sunk  a  coal  shaft  there  and  are  tak- 
ing out  quantities  of  an  excellent  quality  of 
coal.  This  will  tend  to  build  up  the  town.  The 
school  already  enrolls  alxmt  seventy  pupils  and 
in  a  year  from  the  present  they  will  have  to 
arrange  for  another  room. 


TICE. 

Tice  IB  a  station  on  the  Chicago,  Peoria  &  St. 

Loui.s  Railroad  four  and  a  half  miles  southeast 

of  Petersburg.     It  has  never  been  organized  un- 


PliTERSBrRO   AND  VICINITY. 

Mount  Vernon,  the  gncestral  home  of  the 
Father  of  His  Country,  is  dear  to  every  .\meri- 
ean  heart.  His  mortal  remains  He  entombed 
then'  and  reflecleil  liack  from  the  setting  sun. 
.\s  Columbia's  first  and  gn'atest  son,  he  is  em- 
twlmed  in  the  nation's  memory,  as  .Toseph  was 
embalmed  by  his  bretliern,  and  reverently  as- 
sij;ned  a  place 

"Among  the   few  iumiortal  names 

That  were  not  b<irn  to  die." 
In  that  portion  of  i\[enard  to  which  this  chap- 
ter is  devoted  is  an  historic  S]iot  that,  next  to 
Mount  Vernon,  should  lie  cherished  and  held 
sacred  as  long  as  love  of  liberty  and  true  patri- 
otism prevail  in  this  great  Republic.  We  al- 
ludi'  to  old  "Salem,"  once  the  h.uue  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln,  and  the  writer  might  fill  pages 
with  incidents  and  anecdotes  of  that  great 
man.  which  have  never  found  their  way  into 
print,  enough  to  fill  a  small  volume.  But  we 
inflict  none  of  this  upon  the  reader.  Here,  it 
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may  be  sai*!,  Lincoln  iiinde  his  start  iu  the 
■world,  aud  although  nothing  remains  of  the 
original  town  the  spot  is  endeared  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  eonnty  as  the  early  home  of  the 
martyred  president.  It  seems  to  us  that  it  is  a 
duty  that  the  state, — that  the  nation^ — owes  to 
his  memory,  to  purchase  the  site  of  the  old 
town,  appropriately  care  for  it,  as  the  national 
government  does  for  5fount  Vernon,  and  we 
doubt  not  that  the  time  will  eomc  when  this 
will  he  done. 

Pelershurg  and  vicinity,  us  we  use  the  term, 
covers  a  large  territory  and  is  one  of  the  most 
important  parts  of  the  county,  for  several  rea- 
sons. The  territory,  as  we  apply  the  term,  in- 
cludes parts  of  towns  18  and  19  and  ranges  6. 
7  and  8.  The  Sangamon  river  flows  through 
its  center,  affording  ample  drainage;  timber  is 
abundant;  the  soil  is  of  the  licst;  coal  exists  in 
abundance;  and  all  that  nature  could  have  done 
to  prepare  this  to  be  a  great  manufacturing 
center  has  been  doue.  The  Jacksonville  di- 
vision of  the  Chicago,  Alton  &  St.  Louis  Rail- 
road, and  the  Chicago,  Peoria  &  St.  Louis 
Railroad  cross  at  the  town,  bo  that  taking  all 
together,  there  is  no  more  favorably  situated 
town  in  central  Illinois.  Petei-sburg  is  the 
county  seat  of  Menard  county,  and  the  only 
town  of  any  size  that  it  can  boast.  The  first 
aetthnicnts  made  in  this  part  of  the  county  are 
involved  in  some  obscurity  and  authentic  in- 
formation concerning  them  seems  almost  be- 
yond reach  at  the  present  time.  In  fact,  near- 
ly forty  years  ago  the  writer  began  to  take 
not«s  and  gather  data  in  this  direction,  but 
even  at  that  comparatively  early  day  there 
were  differences  of  opinion  among  the  oldest 
settlers,  concerning  important  facts.  That  be- 
ing the  case,  what  may  we  e.xpect  at  this  day, 
when  eighty-five  years  have  interposed  their 
veil  between  the  now  and  then?  With  these 
eighty-five  years  stretching  between  the  advent 
of  the  ])ale-faced  ])ioncer  and  the  present  pe- 
riod, it  is  not  strange  that  there  should  l>e  con- 
flicting statements,  as  to  whom  belongs  the 
rightful  honor  of  settling  Petersburg  and  its 
vicinity.  From  long  and  careful  investigation 
and  the  most  reliable  sources  of  information 
at  hand,  we  are  fully  convinced  that  the  Esh^ns 
were  the  first  white  men  in  this  locality.     They 


were  originally  from  North  Carolina,  but  early 
in  the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth  century 
they  emigrated  to  Tennessee  and  from  there 
they  came  to  St.  Clair  county,  Illinois,  and  lo- 
cated in  a  very  early  day.  In  the  spring  of 
1820-21  James  Estep  came  to  Menard, — then, 
Sangamon  county, — and  made  a  claim  near 
or  within  the  limits  of  the  present  city  of  Pe- 
tersburg. He  was  followed  in  a  few  months  by 
his  father,  Elijah,  and  his  brother,  Enoch  Es- 
tep. "Upon  the  arrival  of  his  father  James 
gave  his  claim  to  him  and  he  went  east  of  the 
Sangamon  river  and  located  a  claim  on  what  is 
since  known  as  Baker's  Prairie.  Elijah  Estep 
built  a  small  horse-mill  which  was  afterward 
embraced  in  the  city  limits,  and  he  otherwise 
improved  the  claim  by  erecting  on  it  a  cabin  of 
the  true  pioneer  type.  He  died  in  a  verv'  early 
day  and  very  little  was  remembered  of  him, 
even  many  years  ago.  Enoch  Estep  removed  to 
Arkansas  long  years  ago  and  doubtless  died 
there  half  a  century  or  more  in  the  past.  James 
Estep  was  a  roving  character.  He  soon  loft 
Baker's  Prairie  and  removed  to  Mason  county 
and  later  to  Arkansas,  then  to  Alissouri  and 
finally  back  to  Mason  county,  where  he  died  in 
1fi57.  at  the  home  of  his  son.  He  is  described 
as  a  man  of  considerable  eccentricity,  and 
with  all  his  wandering  around  he  never  rented 
a  home  but  always  twught  and  sold.  True  the 
old  saying  is  that  "A  rolling  stone  gathers  no 
moss,"  and  Mr.  P'step  accumulated  but  very 
little  of  this  world's  goods,  dying  in  indigent 
circumstances.  This  pioneer,  supposed  to  be 
the  first  white  man  to  settle  in  the  vicinity  of 
Petersburg,  now  sleeps  in  New  Hope  cemetery, 
in  Mason  county,  beside  the  partner  of  his  life, 
who  preceded  him  by  a  few  years  to  the  land  of 
shadow.'j.  Soon  after  the  settlement  of  the  Es- 
teps — probably  the  same  year — the  Watkins 
lirntbiTs  and  a  man  by  the  name  of  Teeters 
came  to  the  neighborhood.  There  were  Joseph. 
Samuel,  James.  John  and  Thomas  Watkins. 
They  were  from  Kentucky  and  some  of  them 
came  to  Clary's  Grove  as  early  as  181i)-20. 
Thoma,f  Watkins  bought  the  claim  of  John 
Clary,  who  was  admittedly  the  first  white  set- 
tler in  Menard  county.  Later  he  sold  this 
claim  to  George  Spears,  and  removed  to  the 
"river  timber"  where  he  lived  and  died.  Joseph 
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and  Samuel  Watkins  made  claims  here  in  1821, 
but  Jamee  Watkins  did  not  come  to  Illinois 
till  18-io-2t.  'r\.i-  old,  original  Watkins'  stock 
arc  all  dead  and  gone,  but  many  of  the  descend- 
ants of  the  family  are  honored  citizens  of  the 
county.  Jacob  Short,  and  his  three  sons, 
Obadiah,  Harrison  and  James,  came  in  1822. 
They  were  from  the  south  part  of  this  state, 
where  they  had  resided  for  some  time  before 
coming  to  this  county.  In  18S4  the  Shorts 
removed  to  what  is  now  called  Sandridge,  and 
there  Jacob  died  in  1825  and  there  Harrison 
also  died  a  few  years  later.  Obadiah  died  in 
Xauvoo  and  James  removed  to  Iowa,  where  he 
die<l.  During  the  ne-tt  two  or  three  years  the 
little  community  was  increased  by  a  large  num- 
ber of  additions,  among  whom  were  Jesse  Ba- 
ker, Henry  and  William  Clark,  Ephraim  and 
William  Wilcox.  Henry  McHenry,  Daniel  At- 
terberry,  -Andrew,  Jacob  and  Spencer  Merrill 
and  fK'rhapP  others.  Jesse  Baker  settled  on 
Baker's  Prairie,  from  whom  it  got  its  name. 
He  removed  from  here  to  Mason  county  about 
18;i6  and  located  in  tlie  vicinity  of  Kilbouroe, 
and  was  afterward  mentioned  as  one  of  the  pio- 
neers of  that  section,  Henry  and  William 
Clark,  who  were  brothers,  came  here  from  Ken- 
tucky and  settled  on  the  east  side  of  the  San- 
gamon river.  William  died  a  great  many  years 
ago,  but  Henry  lived  to  a  great  old  age,  dying 
at  last  on  the  place  where  he  first  settled.  He 
and  his  wife  had  lived  together  for  over  sixty 
years.  They  left  a  large  and  respected  poster- 
ity, many  of  whom  are  still  i-esidcnta  of  Me- 
nard county.  If  any  one  should  happen  to 
know  any  Clarks  and  wish  to  learn  whether 
they  are  related  to  tliis  family,  they  can  settle 
the  question,  at  least  negatively,  very  easily; 
if  they  are  not  Democrats  and  Baptists  they 
are  not  this  stock  of  Clarks,  Ephraim  and 
William  Wilcox  came  from  Kentucky  and  set- 
tled in  Baker's  Prairie,  and  l>oth  died  there 
long  years  ago,  Henry  McHenry  lived  to  be 
a  very  old  man,  and  died  in  Petersburg.  Dan- 
iel Atteri)erry  came  from  Kentucky  in  an  early 
day,  settled  here  and  reared  a  large  family. 
He  died  soon  after  the  close  of  the  Civil  war. 
The  second  generation  of  the  Atterberrys  are 
all  dead ;  but  there  are  a  large  number  of  the 
third  generation   still    living  here.       Andrew 


Merrill  and  his  sons,  Jacob  and  Spencer,  were 
also  from  Kentuckj'  and  settled  west  of  the 
present  site  of  Petersburg.  The  old  gentleman 
died  in  1835.  It  is  said  that  just  a  few  days 
Ijofore  he  died  he  pointed  out  to  his  son  the 
spot  where  he  wished  to  be  buried,  and  when 
he  passed  away  his  son  had  his  wish  carried 
out  and  laid  him  where  he  desired  to  be  laid. 
In  1859  the  old  lady  was  Ijid  by  his  side, 
Thomas  Edwards  was  one  of  the  very  early 
comers  but  be  is  described  as  a  hard  character 
and  soon  left  for  wilder  scenes  in  the  wilder 
west.  Thomas  F,  Dowell  came  in  1825  or  1826 
and  located  in  this  vicinity  but  later  removed 
to  what  is  now  Sandridge,  and  lived  and  died 
there.  Jesse  Gum,  from  Kentucky,  noticed  in 
another  place  as  one  of  the  earlier  settlers  of 
Clary's  Grove,  came  to  this  section  and  his 
sons  settled  west  of  Petersburg,  diaries  Gum. 
son  of  Jesse  Gum,  lived  and  died  on  a  farm 
west  of  Petersburg.  His  brother,  John  B. 
Gum,  also  lived  for  many  years  northwest  of 
Petersburg,  but  the  latter  part  of  his  life  was 
spent  in  Mason  county.  He  lived  near  Kil- 
boume  and  was  one  of  the  largest  landowners 
in  Mason  or  Menard  county.  In  addition  to 
those  already  mentioned,  the  following  recruits 
were  added  to  the  settlement  before  the  "deep 
snow" :  George  Curry,  Henry  Bell  and  sons, 
John  Jones,  Zachariah  Clary,  Bartley  Milton, 
John  and  Anno  Ritter,  Pollard  Simmons,  Wil- 
liam Edwards  and  sons,  John  Jennison,  Bart- 
lett  Conyers,  Henry  and  David  Williams,  Con- 
rad Strador,  Josiah  Crawford,  and  others  whose 
names  have  been  forgotten,  George  Curry 
came  from  Green  county,  Kentucky,  and  set- 
tled on  or  near  the  farm  owned  and  occupied 
for  the  last  forty  years  by  his  son,  the  Rev.  H. 
P.  Curry.  George  Curry  died  in  1876.  H.  P, 
Curry  has  been  constantly  engaged  in  preach- 
ing the  gos|>el  in  this  part  of  Illinois  for  nearly 
lixty  years  and  is  still  engngitl  in  the  work. 
Henry  Bell  and  sons  were  also  from  Kentucky 
and  settled  here,  opened  farms  and  did  their 
part  in  the  development  of  the  country.  The 
old  gentleman  died  many,  many  years  ago,  and 
the  sons  have  also  gone  to  the  other  shore. 
John  Jones  was  another  Kentuckian  who  settled 
in  Clary's  Grove  in  1824  hut  a  little  later  re- 
moved to  the  vieinitv  of  Petersburg  and  finally 
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located  in  Litfk*  (Irovf  iinil  spent  tlie  reniaiu- 
tliT  of  hi>i  <la;>  tlicrc,  Zaohariali  (.'lary,  a  bro- 
ther of  John  t'iarv,  tlie  pionwr,  cnnu'  from  Ten- 
nepst'o  and  Bettled  in  Clarya  Grovo  in  1819, 
but  in  1885  he  removal  to  a  claim  one  and  a 
half  miles  north  of  Petersburg.  Here  he  con- 
tinued to  live  till  some  twenty  or  twenty-five 
years  ago,  when  he  died.  He  was  well  past 
the  four  score  station  when  he  died.  Some  of 
his  sons  are  still  alive  but  most  of  them  are 
fiono  to  the  great  beyond.  John  and  Anno  Hit- 
ter also  came  from  Kentucky.  Anno  died  here 
and  John  went  to  IfaHon  county  and  died  there. 
Pollard  Simmons  and  Josinh  Crawford  removed 
to  JIason  county  also,  and  died  there.  Conrad 
Strador  died  many  years  ago,  and  liis  son  Isham 
who  lived  on  the  old  farm  adjoining  the  Baker's 
Prairie  Baptist  church,  also  died  a  few  years 
ago.  This  completes  the  list  of  the  "Snow 
Birds,"  or  the  pioneers  who  were  here  before 
the  deep  snow  of  1H;(0-31.  This  is  a  chrono- 
logical landmark  that  all  understood.  Tt  is  a 
wayniark  that  was  never  forgotten  iiy  any  who 
cxpcrien<'ed  it.  When  those  old  j)ionecrs  were 
interrogated  about  it  their  faces  would  brighten 
up  and  their  eyes  would  sparkle,  as  they  told 
of  the  time  when  "All  the  land  with  snow  was 
covered."  and  lay  (as  many  aver)  to  a  depth 
of  four  feet  or  over,  for  nearly  three  months 
before  the  ground  was  seen.  See  an  account 
of  this  in  another  place.  The  five  or  six  years 
immediately  after  the  deep  snow  brought  im- 
mense additions  to  the  settlement.  True,  from 
1831  to  1833  the  tide  was  not  so  strong  on 
account  of  the  distiirlwnce  of  the  Black  Hawk 
war,  but  the  next  two  years  made  uii  for  it. 
Wo  give  (|uitc  a  list  of  these  newcomers,  the 
large  majority  of  whom  were  from  old  Ken- 
tucky, that  land  famed  for  blue  grass,  pretty 
women,  tine  horses  and  good  wlii^iky:  The 
Daridsons,  the  Taylors,  Wiiliam  Butler,  Dr. 
John  Lee.  William  P.  Cox,  William  Q.  Greene. 
Thomas  Epperson,  William  J.  Hik'v,  the  Ben- 
netts. C.  C.  Brooks.  S.  and  C.  T^'veritig.  A. 
I>.  Wright,  Jacob  H.  Laning,  Jatnes  S.  Carter, 
John  McXamar,  A.  Humphrey.  John  MeXeal, 
Samuel  Hill.  Nathan  Dresser.  Charles  B.  Wal- 
do, Zachariah  Nance  and  sons.  George  I'.  Miles, 
Chester  Moon.  Thomas  L.  Harris.  W.  C.  Daw- 
son,   Jfartin    Morris.  Jordan    Morris,  J.  W. 


Warnsing.  William  Haggerty,  Dr.  John  Allen, 
(Jeorge  Warb"urton,  Peter  Lukins,  the  Rutledges, 
Jonathan  Colby,  Robert  Carter,  J.  A.  Brahm, 
James  fioldsby.  Nicholas  Tice,  Abraham  Bale, 
Jacob  Bale,  Hardin  Bale  and  others.  The 
Davidsons  were  from  Kentucky  and  were  among 
the  first  merchants  of  Petersburg.  They  iirBt 
settle<l  in  Bond  county,  Illinois,  and  lived  there 
for  years  l)efore  coming  to  this  part  of  the 
state.  John  Taylor  was  the  first  merchant  of 
Petcrshurg  and  one  of  the  pn)prietors  of  the 
town,  when  it  was  organized.  The  Bennetts 
came  from  old  Virginia,  the  home  of  states- 
men and  the  birthplace  of  presidents.  There 
were  three  brothers,  John,  William  and  Richard 
E.  Bennett.  John  came  to  Illinois  in  18115 
and  to  this  place  in  183(>,  He  was  one  of  the 
early  merchants  and  prominent  business  men 
lit  the  place.  He  was  a  memlier  of  the  slate 
legislature  during  the  session  of  1840-41.  and 
was  also  one  of  the  directors  of  the  old  Peters- 
burg &  Tonica  Railroad,  now  the  Jacksonville 
division  of  the  Chicago,  Alton  &  St.  Louis  Rail- 
road, besides  holding  many  other  positions  of 
honor  and  trust.  He  died  in  Petersburg  many 
years  ago.  William  Bennett  came  to  this  set- 
tlement one  year  later  tlian  his  brother  John, 
and  died  not  many  years  after  he  came.  Dr. 
Richard  E,  Bennett  came  about  the  time  that 
his  brothers  came  and  followed  his  profession 
with  marked  success  till  the  time  of  his  death, 
some  twenty  years  ago.  Dr.  Bennett's  son, 
Theodore  C,  was  circuit  clerk  for  this  county 
for  thirty  years,  and  was  then  succeeded,  for 
four  years,  l)y  his  son,  David  R.,  and  he  might 
have  continued  in  the  place  indefinitely  had 
it  not  i)een  for  the  Parker  wreck,  in  1904.  C. 
(I.  Brooks  was  from  Kentucky,  came  here  in 
18:tfi  and  died  many  years  ago.  Septimus  and 
{'.  Ij'vering  were  half-brothers  and  came  from 
the  city  of  Baltimore;  Septimus  came  in  1837 
and  his  brother  came  a  little  later.  Septimus 
died  many  years  ago  hut  his  brother  lived  to 
lie  over  eighty  yciirs  of  age.  His  widow  is  still 
living.  Septimus  has  no  descendants  in  this 
country  but  his  iirother  rcare<l  a  large  family 
who  are  all  dead  except  one  in  Petersburg. 
They  were  active  and  successful  business  men. 
James  S.  Carter  came  from  Virginia  in  1838 
and  the  same  vear  Jacob  H.  Laning  came  from 
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Xgw  Jltskv,  and  liis  sons  arc  anniiig  the  prom- 
inent business  men  of  the  place.  .John  Mc- 
Xamar  was  a  "down  easier"'  hut  we  are  unable 
to  Icam  what  state  he  hailed  from.  He  was 
one  of  the  early  merchants  in  old  l;^alem  and 
when  that  historic  town  went  down  he  removed 
to  Petersburg  and  there  embarked  again  in  the 
mercantile  business.  He  died  about  1870  or 
18^1.  Dr.  John  Allen  was  an  early  merchant 
of  Salem,  as  well  as  a  practitioner  of  medicine 
there.  Samuel  Hill  was  from  Ohio  and  in  a 
very  early  day  went  to  Salem,  where  lie  was 
engaged  in  selling  goods.  Later  he  came  to 
Petersiiiirg  and  engaged  in  the  same  business 
there  until  bis  death,  which  occurre<l  many 
years  ago.  Charles  B.  Waldo  and  Xathan 
Dresser  were  both  natives  of  ConncL'ticut  but 
went  to  Virginia  and  from  there  to  Petersburg. 
Waldo  was  the  first  pedagogue  in  th(!  place. 
They  both  went  to  the  south  part  of  the  state 
many  years  ago.  Thomas  L.  Harris  was  also 
a  native  of  Connecticut  and  like  the  two  men- 
tioned above,  he  went  to  Virginia  and  then 
came  to  this  place.  He  served  two  terms  in 
congress  with  distinguished  ability,  hut  just 
in  the  prime  of  his  life  death  blighted  all  his 
plans  and  he  passed  to  that  land  of  shadows, 
from  which  none  over  return.  Zaehariah 
Sanee  was  a  soldier  of  the  Kevolutionary  war 
and  lived  in  Kentucky,  but  in  18;!.'}  he,  with 
several  sons,  emigrated  to  Illinois  and  located 
on  liock  creek.  There  the  old  gentleman  died 
and  was  buried  in  Farmers'  Point  cemetery. 
Among  his  sous  were  Thomas  and  Washing- 
ton. The  latter  settled  on  Sandridge  and 
reared  a  large  family  there  hut  later  moved  to 
Petersburg,  where  lie  died  alK)ut  188i;  or  1S87. 
Albert  G.,  &  son  of  Thomas  X'ance,  wrved  two 
terms  in  the  state  legislature  and  then  lieeame 
a.  candidate  for  the  state  senate,  but  died  a  few 
days  ijefore  the  election.  Samuel  Hill,  the 
Salem  merchant,  married  a  daughter  of  Zaeha- 
riah Xanee.  These  are  all  long  since  dead. 
George  U.  Miles  was  a  KentucVian  by  birth  and 
came  first  to  the  soutliern  part  of  the  state, 
and  in  lR3fl  he  Bettle{l  in  Petersburg.  Martin 
and  Jordan  Morris,  though  of  tlie  same  name, 
and  both  blacksmiths,  were  in  nowise  related. 
Both  worked  at  their  trade  here.  Jordan  Mor- 
ris was  an  unstable  character  and  after  a  few 


years  he,  in  company  with  William  Haggerty. 
a  blacksmith  who  came  here  with  him,  left  for 
other  parts.  Martin  Morris  worked  at  his 
trade  here  many  years,  and  then  removed  to 
Savannah,  Missouri,  and  died  there.  J.  W. 
Wernsing,  a  German  by  birth,  was  an  early 
settler  here  and  died  many  years  ago.  He  was 
related  to  John  H.  Marbold,  who  came  to  Pet- 
ersbuig  later  on  and  remained  here  about  three 
years  and  then  removed  to  Greenview,  where 
he  died  several  years  ago,  at  the  advanced  age 
of  over  ninety  years.  Speaking  of  Germans 
suggests  the  fact  that  John  Harmon  Sehirding 
came  here  from  Germany  in  1847.  and  a  year 
later  his  father  and  motlier  and  H.  H.  Sehird- 
ing, his  brother,  came.  They  later  settled  just 
north  of  the  town  of  Petersburg,  and  by  hard 
work  and  economy  they  became  wealthy.  John 
Hanuon  Sehirding  died  a  nundn'r  of  years  ago. 
He  was  never  married.  John  Henry  Sehirding 
lived  to  the  great  age  of  ninety-eight  years  and 
seven  months,  and  his  wife  died  at  the  age  of 
eighty -nine  years  and  four  months.  They  both 
dietl  in  Petersburg,  within  a  few  weeks  of  each 
other.  Judge  11.  H.  Sehirding  still  live  here, 
he  and  his  son  Harry  (his  only  ciiiid)  being  en- 
gagcil  in  banking.  George  tt'arhurton  was  from 
the  east  and  came  here  in  an  early  day.  He 
was  part  owner  of  the  tract  of  land  on  which 
the  town  was  located.  He  was  afterward 
drowned  in  the  -Sangamon  river,  it  is  said, 
where  the  water  was  only  six  inches  deep.  He 
was  addicted  to  drink  and  it  is  supjKised  that 
this  was  the  cause  of  his  death.  Peter  Lukins, 
the  joint  proprietor  with  Warburton,  of  the 
land  that  the  town  is  located  on,  and  for  whom 
the  town  was  named,  came  from  Kentucky  and 
was  the  first  hotelkeeper  in  the  place.  He  and 
Warburton  owned  one  hundred  and  si-vty  acres 
of  land  and  laid  out  the  town  on  it.  Afterward 
they  sold  out  to  Taylor  and  King,  who  thus 
became  pro]>rietors  of  the  village.  Lukins  was 
afterward  found  dead  in  his  l>ed.  tlie  result 
of  iiard  drink,  for  he  also  was  too  clo.=e  a  friend 
of  John  liarievcorn. 

'■.\h  !     Brandy, , brandy,  bane  of  life; 
Spring  of  tumult,   source  of  strife; 
Could  I  but  half  thy  curses  tell. 
The   wise  would   wish   thee   safe   in  hell." 
The  Itutleilgeii   were  originally    from   Ken- 
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tiicky  Ijut  went  from  tliere  to  South  Carolina 
and  thenco  came  in  an  early  day  to  Illinois, 
setttinp  in  White  county,  whence  they  came  to 
this  county  in  1825,  settling  in  the  vicinity  of 
Old  Salem.  VYilliani  and  James  Rutledge  and 
John  Cameron  came  together.  William  Rut- 
ledge  and  Cameron  were  brothers-in-law. 
These  all  died  here  many  yi'ars  ago,  leaving 
a  long  line  nf  descendants.  Jonathan  Colby 
came  from  N'cw  Hamijshiro  in  lH.'t4  and  settled 
on  the  farm  whei'e  he  died,  his  son  Grosvenor 
<'olby  now  owning  it.  HolxTt  Carter  came 
from  Kentucky  in  1H30  and  settled  on  the 
farm  that  his  daughter.  "Aunt"  Jemima  Gum. 
lived  and  diet!  on.  He  died  in  18f5C.  The  el- 
lier  Brahm,  father  of  John  A.  Brahm,  came  in 
18.i2.  James  Goldsby  came  from  Kentucky  in 
IX.'tl)  and  settled  here.  He  was  the  first  sheriff 
of  Menard  county.  He  was  a  son  of  Rev.  Wil- 
liam Goldsby,  a  Baptist  minister,  who  preached 
the  gospel  here  for  a  liaif  century.  Xieholas 
Tice  came  from  Virginia  in  1831,  locating  first 
in  Athens,  but  in  1832  he  bought  a  farm  where 
the  village  of  Tice  now  stands  and  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  life  tliere.  Judge  John  Tice, 
recently  deceased,  was  his  son.  TJic  Bales  were 
from  Kentucky  and  Jacob  Bale  located  near 
the  present  site  of  Petersburg  in  1S30.  He 
was  a  minister  and  father  of  Hardin  Bale,  who 
WHS  proprietor  of  the  Petersbnrg  Woolen  Mills. 
.Viiram  Bale  came  to  the  vicinity  in  IH^iS  and 
located  at  Salem.  In  1H4()  he  bought  a  farm 
and  moved  onto  it.  In  1H.">2  he  purchased  the 
iiiiil  site  at  Salem  a  1  Ix  n  e[  airing  and 
remodeling  the  old  m  I!  lut  1  d  u  18r.3.  His 
sons  completed  the  r  |  a  r  tl  t  1  had  hegim 
and  in  l«r:i  T.  V.  Bal  lie  n  tl  e  sole  pro- 
prietor and  conducted  tl  n  11  1 11  t  ceaswl  to 
be.  some  twenty  or  tweuty-hve  years  ago. 
Judge  Joseph  H.  Pillsbnry  was  a  son  of  Alpha 
Pillshury  and  was  a  native  of  Xew  Hampshire. 
His  father  died  there  in  1831  and  in  183(i  the 
family  came  to  Petersburg,  where  his  mother 
died  in  18(;8,  Judge  Pillsbnry  was  a  promi- 
nent man,  filling  some  [Misitions  of  trust  and 
honor.  He  died  some  years  ago.  Elijah  I'ot- 
ter  came  from  White  county,  Illinois,  where  he 
was  Imrn  in  18Ii)  or  IXH).  He  settletl  five 
nnles  south  of  Petersburg,  where  he  died  in 
.March.   187(i.     RolK'rt   McXeelv  was  an  early 


settler  in  Morgan  county,  and  his  son,  Hon. 
T.  W.  McXeely,  early  became  a  citizen  of  I'e- 
tersburg  and  became  one  of  onr  ablest  attor- 
neys, fie  has  represented  this  district  in  con- 
gress. 

This  comprises  the  list  of  the  early  settlers 
of  this  section  of  the  county.  After  the  year 
1835  the  stream  of  immigration  l>ecanie  so 
great  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  give  any- 
thing like  a  correct  acconnt  of  them.  True  we 
have  mentioned  some  who  came  at  a  later  date, 
but  only  a  few  of  the  more  important  ones, 
while  some  prominent  pioneers  were  not  nanie<l 
in  this  list  because  they  are  spoken  of  in  an- 
other place  or  are  noticed  in  the  biographical 
part  of  this  work.  We  have  used  the  utmost 
care  in  trying  to  get  the  facts  and  dates  cor- 
rect hut  doubtless  there  are  mistakes.  The 
writer  began  almost  forty  years  ago  to  gather 
this  material.  For  thirty-eight  years  a  daily 
diary  has  been  carefully  kept,  and  had  it  not 
been  for  this  fact  this  work  could  never  have 
been  done,  even  one-half  as  well.  If  people  in 
general  wonld  take  an  interest  in  such  matters, 
the  record  of  the  past  might  Iw  kept  entire. 

If  some  of  those  larly  settlers  could  rise  from 
the  grave  and  come  back  to  their  haunts  of 
eighty  years  ago,  their  surprise  would  be  far 
greater  than  that  of  Rip  Van  Winkle  when  he 
awoke  from  his  long  sleep  in  the  Catskill  moun- 
tains. When  the  white  man  came  here  eighty- 
five  years  ago  tlie  forests  were  imbroken ;  the 
prairies  were  yet  in  their  pristine  beauty  fresh 
from  their  Creator's  hand,  and  were  the  aljode 
of  the  wolf  and  wild  deer;  the  canoe  of  the 
Indian  glided  over  the  waters  of  the  "Sanga- 
mo,"  and  the  forests  echoed  to  his  savage  yell, 
while  the  paths  worn  by  his  moccasined  feet 
served  as  a  guiding  trail  to  the  invading  pale- 
face. Th«^  flight  of  years  has  clothed  these 
"verdant  wastes"  with  flocks  and  herds,  with 
waving  harvest-fields  and  vast  forests  of  nisl- 
ling  corn,  in  which  gri»at  armies  might  find 
secreting  ambush.  The  Indian  trail  has  been 
obliterated  by  tlie  railway  track,  and  the  ox- 
team  and  "prairie  schooner"  are  displaced  by 
the  locomotive  and  the  automobile.  The  land- 
scape where  the  Indian  set  his  te|>ee  and  where 
his  pale-faced  successor  built  his  |)ole  cabin 
or  his  three-faced  camp,  is  now  dotted  with 
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liundreds  of  happy  honii'S,  eliiircLes  and  sehool- 
liouses.  The  silence  iiroken  by  the  war  whonp 
and  the  death  song  of  the  savage,  now  echoes  to 
"The  laugh  of  children,  the  soft  voiec 
Of  maidens  and  tlie  Bwect  and  solemn  hymn 
Of  fjabbath  worshippers."' 

Tile  early  pioneers  of  this  seetion  met  with 
the  same  trials  and  inconveniences  that  others 
experienced,  and  which  are  described  in  another 
place.  Churches,  schools,  societies,  etc.,  are  de- 
s»ril>e(l  in  appropriate  chapters,  but  we  feel  that 
at  this  point  a  word  should  he  said  about  one 
particular  church — The  Baptist  church  at  Ba- 
ker's Prairie.  This  is  one  of  the  old  congri*j,'ii- 
tions  of  that  denomination  in  the  county.  It 
was  organized  in  1835,  by  tlie  Rev.  John  Antle. 
The  first  place  of  worship,  after  the  private 
houses,  was  a  log  lionse  which  served  as  a  church 
and  schoolhouse.  It  stood  alwut  throe  miles 
ea.st  of  Petersburg  and  aimut  the  same  distance 
north  of  when-  Tice  is  now  located.  Later  they 
hnilt  a  frame  church  and  after  it  became  sonie- 
wliat  dilapidated  they  erected  a  splendid  brick 
cditice.  which  they  now  occupy. 

The  town  of  Petersburg,  the  nietrojKilis  of 
Menard  county,  is  beautifully  situated  on  the 
west  bank  of  the  Sangamon  river  at  the  cross- 
ing of  the  Chicago,  Alton  &  St.  T/)uis,  and 
the  Chicago,  Peovia  &  St.  Louis  Hallways, 
twenty-one  miles  nortli  of  Springfield  and 
twenty-seven  miles  from  Jacksonville.  It  ex- 
tends l)ack  from  the  river  on  the  bluffs,  where 
many  beautiful  residences  are  situated.  The 
streets  are  broad  and  lined  with  trees,  adding 
much  to  the  beauty  of  the  place,  and  in  sum- 
mer protecting  from  the  burning  heat  of  the 
sun.  The  public  square  is  a  great  ornament 
to  the  town,  being  well  supplied  with  forest 
trees,  and  in  its  center  stands  a  splendid  court- 
house, built  in  1897  at  a  cost  of  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars.  The  greater  part  of  the  business, 
as  in  other  Illinois  towns,  is  around  the  square, 
and  the  buildings  are  far  better  than  are  gen- 
erally found  in  towns  of  its  size.  Speaking 
of  the  streets  of  Petersburg  brings  to  mind  an 
anecdote  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  that  we  believe 
has  never  found  its  way  into  print,  and  as 
it  is  absolutely  true,  and  as  it  illustrates  the 
kind  and  benevolent  nature  of  the  man.  we 
feel  it  to  lie  a  dutv  to  i-eenrd  it,  here  and  now. 


Mr.  Lincoln  surveyed  and  platted  the  town  but 
it  happened  that,  before  the  plat  was  thought 
of  a  widow  lady  had  built  her  a  house  within 
its  limits.  When  they  came  to  make  the  sur- 
vey they  found  that  this  house  was  a  few  feet 
out  into  the  projected  street.  It  would  cost 
something  to  move  the  house,  and  the  owner 
was  a  widow;  the  survey  was  almost  done  and 
it  would  entail  both  labor  and  expense  to  change 
the  whole  plat;  so  Lincoln  cut  the  Gordian  knot 
by  making  "a  jog,"  as  he  called  it,  in  the  street. 
This  "jog"  is  in  the  plat,  and  in  the  street — 
a  visible  and  lasting  monument  to  the  kind 
heart  of  Mr.  Lincoln. 

Peter  Lukins  and  George  Warburton  were 
the  original  owners  of  the  one  hundred  and 
si.xty  acres  of  land  that  Petersburg  now  standi; 
on.  This  tract  was  part  of  section  14,  town- 
ship 18,  range  7  west.  In  1832-3  they  laid 
out  the  entire  tract  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  into  blocks  and  town  lots  and  when  this 
was  done  they  quietly  sat  down  to  wait  for 
the  city  to  grow.  This  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  was  rather  an  extensive  foundation  for  a 
town  seventy-five  years  ago.  and  it  was  prob- 
ably these  ponderous  proportions  that  retarded 
its  growth.  At  any  rate  it  failed  to  grow 
ami  the  proprietors,  becoming  disgusted,  sold 
out  to  Hezckiah  King  and  John  Taylor.  Tbei^e 
gentlemen  employed  Abraham  Lincoln,  then 
deputy  survej'or  of  Sangamon  county,  to  sur- 
vey and  replat  the  town,  and  this  plat  was 
filed  for  record  February  22,  183G.  The  town 
was  named  for  Peter  Lukins.  one  of  the  origi- 
nal proprietors.  The  incident,  or  accident, 
which  led  to  the  naming  of  the  future  city 
Petersburg,  instead  of  Georgetown,  occurred  in 
this  wise:  Peter  Lukins  and  George  Warbur- 
ton, the  original  projectors  of  the  enterprise, 
were  each  very  anxious  to  be  immortalized  in 
history  by  bestowing  his  name  on  the  incipient 
city  and  they  became  involved  in  a  very  warm 
dispute  over  the  question  whether  it  should 
bo  called  Georgetown,  for  Warburton,  or  Peters- 
burg, for  Lukins.  At  last  they  decided  to  play 
a  game  of  "old  sledge,"  or  "seven-up,"  then  the 
national  game  (instead  of  base  or  football), 
and  allow  the  winner  to  name  the  town.  Lu- 
kins won.  and  rising  from  his  costly  seat,  a 
nail-keg,  he    solemnlv    and  impreseivelv    pro-i 
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noiinoed  the  word  "Petersljiir?,''  and  tlu-  ino- 
meiitous  question  was  forever  settled.  Elijah 
Estep  doubtless  built  the  first  eahin,  or  Imild- 
ing  of  any  kind  that  was  ever  built  in  th(^  ter- 
ritory of  what  is  now  Petersburg.  Estop  put 
up  a  "tread-wheel"  mill  here  in  iS'iCt.  This 
is  spoken  of  more  fully  in  another  jdace.  The 
first  store  opened  in  the  town  was  by  John 
Taylor,  in  1833,  Not  a  givat  while  after  Tay- 
lor began  business,  the  Davidson  Brothers  came 
in  with  a  stock  of  goods  and  opened  tlie  sec- 
ond store.  It  was  only  a  short  time  after  this 
till  Jolin  Bennett  bouglit  Taylor  out  and  en- 
gaged in  a  business  that  was  destined  to  l>e 
his  employment  for  a  long  time.  He  was  for 
many  years  one  of  the  leadinn  merchants  and 
business  men  of  the  plaee.  He  is  spokni  of 
more  at  length  in  another  place.  Jordan  Jlor- 
ris  was  the  first  blacksmith  and  Peter  Lukins 
looked  after  the  soles  of  the  pcoj)!*',  being  a 
shoemaker.  The  i>ostofficc  was  estal>lished  here 
in  1834,  with  James  Taylor  as  postmaster 
This  office  was  then  a  very  small  affair,  and 
the  whole  thing  could  have  been  easily  earned 
in  a  man's  hat.  The  first  practicing  lawyer 
was  David  it.  Rutledge,  a  brother  of  '■fht 
beautiful  Anna  Rutledge,"  the  fiancee  of  Abra 
ham  Lincoln,  and  who,  bad  she  lived,  would 
have  been  his  wife.  Dr.  R.  E.  Bennett  was  the 
first  resident  physician.  The  first  "tavern 
was  kept  by  Peter  Lukins.  It  was  located  in 
the  south  part  of  town  and  was  a  very  iin 
pretentious  affair  but  it  acoommodated  in  a 
comfortable  way  those  who  patronized  it.  Aft- 
er the  primitive  mill  spoken  of  above,  a  man 
by  the  name  of  Dorrell  built  a  combined  Mw 
and  gri^t  mill,  and  this  served  the  purjjose 
for  the  jH'ople  for  a  great  many  years.  After 
this  a  Mr.  Sanford  erected  a  very  fine  mill  at 
a  cost  of  eighteen  thousand  dollars.  After 
operating  it  for  several  years  his  sons.  J.  D. 
and  E,  J).  Wriglit,  took  charge  of  it.  Tn  a  few 
years  E.  I).  Wright  withdrew  from  the  firm 
and  not  long  after  this  J.  I).  Wright  failiHl  in 
business,  ncces.'^i fating  the  sale  of  the  prop- 
erty. In  1«7H  the  pro|)crty  was  liought  by 
E.  L.  (tault  and  1>.  Eiseher,  who  ran  the  mill 
for  a  number  of  years,  with  very  good  sui!- 
eess.  I>ater  it  went  Into  the  bands  of  a  5Ir. 
Welch,  who  ran   it   for  a  time,  but  after  his 


death  it  was  changed  into  an  elevator  and  U 
being  so  run  at  the  present  time.  In  18G7 
the  Eagle  Mills  were  built  by  Nance.  Brother 
&  Company,  at  a  cost  of  over  twenty-four 
thousand  dollars.  The  Nances  ran  it  airaut 
eighteen  months  when  it  was  bought  by  Philip 
Rainey.  In  connection  with  Thomas  BarHeld 
he  ran  it  for  a  time  and  later  be  was  atone  in 
the  enter]»rise.  He  put  in  rollers  and  the  "'new 
proeess,"  and  made  it  in  every  ri-sijcet  a  very 
fine  mill.  After  his  death  his  wife  ran  it  for 
a  time.  Finally,  some  twelve  or  fifteen  years 
ago,  Mr.  Heflner,  of  Virginia.  Cass  county, 
bought  the  property  and  is  running  the  mill 
with  great  success.  .Varon  Hatfield  built  a 
mill  in  the  east  part  of  town  alwut  the  early 
"808  and  ran  it  for  a  time.  .\ffer«-ard  Charles 
Carman  ran  it  for  some  time  and  failed  to 
make  it  pay.  Some  years  ago  it  was  dis- 
mantled, the  machinery  taken  out  and  the 
building  has  since  stood  nnoecupied.  While  on 
the  subject  of  mill=  it  ii  not  out  of  place  to 
mention  the  fact  that  tlu  first  steam  mill  (the 
one  ]mt  np  b\  Ta\lrtr)  was  run  by  an  engine 
that  came  off  a  steamboat.  (See  the  chapter 
on  '  Steimboati")  \long  somewhere  about 
that  tinu  a  steamboat  worked  its  way  up  the 
Sangamon  a«  far  as  Petersburg,  and  landed  at 
her  hu=\  wharf  hut  when  starting  time  came 
sht  could  neither  id\ante  nor  back  out,  so 
the  onh  thing  to  do  «aa  remain,  which  she  did. 
la\lor  Ixiught  the  machinery  and  put  it  into 
the  mill  is  aljoie  stated  There  are  two  grain 
elevators  I'unning  in  Petersburg  at  the  present 
time.  Wilms  &'  Company  operate  a  new  ele- 
vator, built  by  them  some  five  or  sis  years  ago 
near  the  track  of  the  Chicago,  Peoria  &  St. 
I.ouis  Railroad,  in  the  northeast  part  of  town. 
David  Ernckelton.  Jr.,  is  running  the  old  mill 
in  the  south  |art  of  town  as  an  elevator.  Both 
arc  doing  a  good  business. 

In  lltOl  Mr.  Brass,  of  Virginia.  Cass  coun- 
(y.  erected  a  canning  factory  in  the  north  (tart 
of  town  and  engaged  in  canning  tomatoes,  sweet 
com  and  |mmpkins,  which  at  once  hid  fair  to 
be  a  success.  He  induced  the  neighboring  farm- 
ers to  engage  in  raising  these  producU  and 
the  enterprise  has  proved  a  blessing  to  the 
town.  The  farmers  have  realized  splendidly 
on  the  ero]»s  raised;  employment  has  been  fur- 
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iiir^lu'd  fur  :i  f-roat  mitnlRT  i>f  the  ix-opk  of 
thi*  town:  unci  tlu'  mvm'rs  havf  done  well. 
Siniio  years  ago  I).  JI,  Bone  and  Charles  Mont- 
f,i»nnT_v  crwtcil  a  Ijud-spring  and  L'.xcelsior  fac- 
tory ill  the  oast  part  of  the  city,  wjiieh  for 
jovcral  years  proved  a  {rreat  success  and  a 
blessing  to  the  country.  Unfortunately  just 
jis  it  had  become  a  dLtided  wuceess,  it  bnmed 
down  and  the  moneyed  men  of  the  town  ri'- 
fns*?d  to  lend  the  necessary  aid.  and  one  of 
the  pro] >rie tors  opened  the  same  Inisiness  in 
Spriufjfield  and  the  other  in  Lincoln.  Illinois', 
and  lioth  arc  now  large  and  jiayinp  factories. 
It  i?  e\tremcly  iinfoitnnate  that  these  enter- 
prises did  not  receive  the  sympathy  and  en- 
courafrenuiit  of  the  men  of  means  of  Ihe  place. 
There  is  no  town  in  central  Illinois  that  has 
more  natural  advantajies  and  facilities  for 
manafacture  than  Petersburg  and  notlnu}; 
would  pay  our  men  of  means  better  than  to 
jnit  their  money  into  such  enterprises.  It 
would  imild  up  the  town  in  i)o|mlation,  it  would 
atTiird  a  market  for  our  coal,  tiniber.  sand  and 
produce,  and  furnish  employment  to  hundreds 
of  our  citizens.  It  is  strange  that  this  has  not 
bnn  done  long  ago. 

Petersburg  lias  liad  a  very  good  share  of 
newspajier  enterjmse,  first  and  last.  The  first 
newsj)aper  was  published  in  this  jilaee  in  llie 
fall  of  l«.i4.  by  S.  B.  Dugger.  who  called  iiis 
paper  the  Petersburg  E.vpress,  After  running 
the  |)ajier  for  about  a  year  Mr.  T>ngger  sold 
^mt  to  Henry  L.  Clay,  who  changed  the  nnuu! 
of  the  pajx-r  to  the  Menard  Index,  which  was 
DeiniH-rafic  in  politics.  In  Septoinlwr,  I85S. 
Mr.  Clay  sold  out  to  Hobart  Hamilton,  and  a 
Mr.  Brooks  and  they  changed  tlie  polilics  of 
the  imjier  to  Kepubliean  and  ran  it  thus  till 
l>^():t.  when  it  was  sold  and  removed  from  the 
<-ouiity.  Br'wks  remained  with  the  paper  about 
one  year  after  he  and  Hamilton  took  it,  and 
ni'tired  from  it,  saying  that  after  ehanj^ing 
the  |irtlilics  of  the  paper  and  sending  out  the 
first  nnniljer  as  a  Bepubliean  sheet  that  the 
jiMtrons  eanie  in  by  scores,  carrying;  the  paper, 
and  tt^ould  throw  it  down  saying,  "There,  take 

your  — -Abolition   pajier."     Shortly  after 

the  n'nioval  of  the  Inde.x  the  Northwestern  Bap- 
tist, a  religious  paper,  was  issued  from  the  In- 
dex offi-.T,  and  edited  bv  M.  P.  Hartley.     After 


Hamilton  changed  the  Index  to  a  lte]iuiilican 
paper  the  Menard  County  Axis  was  started  as 
a  Deniocratie  organ,  with  C.  Clay  as  editor 
and  publisher.  Its  first  issue  was  dated  April 
12.  IH.'iH.  and  it  was  continuo<l  m  Clay  till 
18fiT,  when  it  was  purchased  by  a  joint  stock 
company,  with  M.  B.  Friend  as  editor,  and 
its  name  changed  to  the  Petersburg  Democrat, 
under  which  name  it  still  continues  to  l)e 
jHiblishcd.  Mr.  Friend  continued  in  charge 
of  the  paiwr  till  18T1,  when  E.  T.  McElwain 
became  editor.  He  continued  in  editorial  con- 
trol till  July  1,  1877,  when  he  was  succeeded 
by  A.  K.  Mick.  On  July  1,  1878,  Mr.  Mick 
associated  with  himself  S.  S.  Knolee,  and  so 
the  firm  continued  for  several  years,  till  Fred, 
Wilkinson  became  editor  and  after  a  time  John 
Onstott  was  associated  with  him.  and  this  con- 
tinues to  Ik'  the  firm  at  the  present  time.  The 
Petersburg  Democrat  has  been  the  exponent  of 
Democracy  in  Menard  county  for  almost  fifty 
years.  The  last  two  gentlemen  have,  for  many 
years,  wielded  the  (]uill  and  snapped  the  edi- 
torial scissors,  in  disseminating  Democratic 
doi'trine  to  the  denizens  of  "Little  Menard." 
The  Demoenit  is  a  stanch  and  reliable  paper, 
has  a  large  circulation,  and  is  regarded  as  an 
issential  in  many  households  of  the  county. 
During  the  campaign  of  Filniore,  Buchanan 
and  Fremont,  in  ISoC,  William  Glenn  started 
a  paper  ealli-d  The  Fillmore  Bugle  but  it 
closed  out  at  the  end  of  the  campaign.  In 
June.  18(>8.  the  Menard  County  Bepubliean 
was  established,  with  llichard  Itiehardson  as 
editor.  In  about  a  year  he  sold  out  to  John 
T.  McNecly  who  conducted  it  till  1871.  when 
liennett  and  Zane  became  the  proprietors. 
.\bout  a  year  after  this  Zane  was  succeeded  by 
John  Frank,  who  soon  retired  and  was  fol- 
lowed by  F.  M.  Bryant,  who  likewise  remained 
lait  a  short  time,  and  Bennett  was  alone  for 
a  time.  F.  J.  Dubois  then  became  a  partner 
and  assumed  editorial  control  for  a  year.  Early 
in  1874  the  material  of  the  Bepubliean  was 
sold  to  John  Frank,  who  had  started  a  new 
paper  the  .\ngust  preceding  and  ealled  it  the 
Menard  County  Times.  It  and  the  Reimblican 
were  then  consolidated  and  putilished  under 
the  name  of  The  Times.  Frank  now  sold  aut 
to  F.  M.  Bryant,  who  continued  the  pajxir  till 
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May  y,  18rs,  when  he  sold  to  G.  W.  Cain  and 
William  Parks.  Cain  had  been  running  a  pa- 
per in  Tallula,  and  when  he  bought  Taylor  out 
he  changed  the  name  of  the  paper  to  the  Peters- 
burg Observer,  and  under  that  name  it  is  still 
published.  Parks  sold  out  about  1902  to  Mr. 
Buth,  who  is  still  running  the  paper.  It  is  a 
clean,  well  edited  and  popular  Republican  pa- 
per.    3Ir.  Ruth  also  runs  a  paper  in  Athens. 

We  tried  liard  to  secure  full  data  concern- 
ing the  papers  in  other  Menard  county  towns 
but  failed,  as  our  letters  of  inquiry  were  for 
some  reason  unanswered,  .\thens.  Tallula  and 
Greenview  have  each  had  a  weekly  paper  for 
several  years.  The  "Greenview  Leader"  is  pub- 
lished by  James  Arnold  and  is  a  spicy  and  up- 
to-date  paper.  Mr.  Arnold  also  runs  a  good 
job  office. 


PE'i'KKSBUHfi.  THE  COUNTY  SKAT. 

The  act  of  the  legislature  for  the  formation 
of  ifenard  county  was  passed  in  the  session 
of  1838-39,  the  new  county  including  a  large 
part  of  Ifason  eoiinty,  which  was  not  set  off 
till  two  years  later.  One  of  the  first  questions 
agitated  was  that  of  the  location  of  the  seat 
of  justice.  The  contestants  were  \ew  Market, 
Huron,  Miller's  Ferry.  Athens  and  Petcrslnirg, 
and  after  a  short  but  sanguinary  struggle,  it  was 
decided  in  fwvor  of  Petersburg,  and  in  the 
sprin^T  of  18.39  it  became  the  capital  of  the 
county.  Its  conijwtitors  in  the  struggle  for  of- 
ficial greatness,  all  except  .Vthens,  have  long 
since  been  submerged  "'neath  the  waves  of 
dark  oblivion"  and  few  people  now  know  that 
snch  places  ever  existed  in  this  county.  From 
this  time  on  Petersburg  rapidly  grew  in  popu- 
lation and  increased  in  importance.  After  the 
fommtion  of  Mason  county  it  was  found  that 
by  a  stroke  of  good  fortune,  the  county  seat 
had  been  located  almost  in  the  exact  geograph- 
ical center.  For  four  years  after  the  forma- 
tion of  the  county,  the  courts  were  held  in 
the  store  of  Grim.eJey  &  Levering,  but  in  1843 
the  courthouse  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  six 
thousand,  six  hundred  forty  dollars.  This  old 
bouse,  with  the  moss  of  passing  years  gather- 
ing on  it,  stood  till   1H!I7.     It  was  of  the  old 


Kentucky  tobacco-bam  style  of  architecture, 
and  in  perfect  harmony  with  the  scores  of 
courthouses  built  sixty-five  and  seventy  years 
ago.  About  the  time  that  the  courthouse  was 
built  a  jail  was  erected  which  served  the  pur- 
pose till  1870,  when  a  new  one  was  put  up 
at  a  cost  of  twenty-two  thousand  dollars,  a  far 
more  imposing  building  than  the  courthouse. 
The  first  jail  cost  three  hundred  dollars.  In 
1897  a  new  stone  courthouse  was  built  on  the 
site  of  the  old  one.  It  cost  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars, but  white  the  old  courthouse  was  an  old 
fashioned,  weather-beaten  affair,  it  was  with  sad 
hearts  that  the  old  citizens  saw  it  razed  to  the 
ground,  on  account  of  the  associations  connect- 
ed with  it.  Its  walls  had  echoed  to  the  voice 
of  such  men  as  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  Abraham 
Lincoln  and  many  other  of  the  celebrities  of 
those  old  times,  for  "there  were  giants  in  those 
days"  in  the  truest  sense  of  that  word.  This 
is  the  history  of  the  county  seat,  as  such,  and 
we  now  proceed  to  give  a  brief  sketch  of  the 
place  as  an  organized  city,  under  the  taws  of 
the  state. 

Petersburg  was  organized  as  a  city  under 
the  laws  of  Illinois  in.l8H2,  and  Dr.  F.  P.  Antle 
was  elected  the  first  mayor  of  the  city.  He 
continued  to  fill  this  office,  by  re-election,  tilt 
1885.  In  April,  1885,  Charles  R.  Collier  was 
elected  the  second  mayor.  Mr.  Collier  served 
till  1887,  when  in  April  of  that  year  Jame» 
Thompson  was  elected  to  that  office.  During 
this  administration  the  system  of  waterworks- 
was  put  in,  Diedric  Fisher  being  awarded  the 
contract  for  the  tank,  pump,  building,  etc., 
at  seventeen  thousand  dollars.  In  April,  1889, 
.\nson  Thompson  was  elected  mayor  and  serviti 
till  1891.  when  Jesse  M.  Ott  was  eiei'ted,  and 
hy  re-election  served  till  1897.  During  the 
terms  of  1893  and  1894.  the  large  well  w,i= 
sunk  to  supply  water  for  the  waterworks.  It 
is  thirty  feet  from  out  to  out,  being  twenty-five 
feet  ill  the  clear  between  the  walls  and  thirty- 
eight  feet  deep.  This  welt  cost  the  city,  all 
told  three  thousand  dollars.  In  1892  the  first 
sanitary  sewer  was  put  in,  at  a  total  cost  of 
three  thousand,  five  hundred  dollars.  In  1897 
Isham  Cattett  was  elected  to  tlie  office  of  may- 
or, and  (ierved  till  1901.  In  this  year  Anson 
Thompson   was   again   ete<'tod   and  served   till 
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1903,  wlicii  Jessf  SI.  Ott  was  agaiu  elected  and 
is  serving  at  the  present  time.  In  the  year  the 
city  bought  the  Tonn  Hall,  paying  for  the 
building  and  lots  three  thimsand.  six  hundred 
iloliare.  During  the  fall  of  1904  the  large 
drainage  sewer,  on  the  north  side  of  the  square, 
was  put  Id,  at  a  cost  of  four  thousand  dollars. 
So  that  in  the  last  fifteen  years  the  city  has 
expended,  in  much  needed  improvements,  be- 
side the  running  expenses  of  the  town,  no  less 
than  tbirty-one  thousand,  eight  hundred  dol- 
lars. The  city  is  in  a  ven'  prosi>erous  condi- 
tion financially.  In  1897  the  old  courthouse 
was  torn  away  and  a  fifty  thousand  dollar  build- 
ing erected  in  its  place,  which  is  an  ornament  to 
the  city  and  county.  A  system  of  electric 
lights  was  put  in  years  ago.  The  wooden 
buildings,  which  used  to  he  si>  numerous  around 
the  square,  are  nearly  all  torn  away,  and  large, 
modern,  hriek  buildings  have  been  i>uilt  in  their 
plai-e.  Wi-  have  three  large  dry-goods  stores. 
four  clothing  stores,  two  jewelry  stores,  three 
drug  stores,  three  hardware  stores,  six  groi'cry 
stores,  two  furniture  stores,  two  harness  shops, 
tlint'  restaurants,  two  ten-cent  ston's,  three 
mcatinarkcts.  one  shoe  store,  two  photograph 
galleries,  one  mill,  four  blacksmith  sliop.s,  two 
bakeries,  four  barber  shops,  four  millinery 
stores,  tlirce  hotels  and  one  marble  shop.  Be- 
side this  we  have  in  the  professions:  four  den- 
tists, eight  ]ihysicians.  thirteen  lawyers  (an 
unlucky  number)  and  t<'n  preachers.  In  IHSI' 
the  "Old  Salem"  Chautauqua  was  organized. 
The  board  of  managers  purchased  a  most  beau- 
tiful piei-e  of  land  on  the  Iwinks  of  tlic  Sanga- 
mon river,  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  the 
city,  and  opened  the  institution  in  August  of 
that  year.  From  the  very  first  it  seemed  to 
be  a  succes^.  Tnder  the  direction  of  such  men 
a;:  \.  W.  Branson,  George  Luthringcr,  Honu'r 
.1.  Tiw  and  others,  it  could  not  but  1h>  a  success. 
They  have  a  system  of  waterworks  on  the 
ground,  as  fine  and  commodious  an  auditorium 
as  any  similar  institution  in  the  land.  A  large 
number  of  cottages  liave  been  erected  on  the 
grounds  and  thousands  of  dollars  have  been  e,\- 
|>ended  in  improving  and  beautifying  the 
grounds.  The  attendance  from  the  very  first 
has  been  phenomenal  and  success  has  marked 
its  every  step.     Fifteen  thousand   dollars  will 


be  expended  in  1905  in  furtlier  improvements, 
by  erecting  a  hotel  in  keeping  with  the  demands 
and  claims  of  the  Chautauqua. 

Petersburg  has  ton  church  houses,  all  of 
which  *have  regular  services.  She  has  three 
fine  school  buildings,  with  a  total  of  over  twen- 
ty commodious  rooms.  Her  growth  has  nevei' 
been  rapid,  hut  always  steady  and  pennancni. 
During  1903  and  1904  more  than  twenty  resi- 
dences were  erected,  cost  from  two  thousand 
dollars  to  eight  thousand  dollars  each.  The 
city  government  is  contemplating  the  paving 
of  the  more  important  streets  in  the  near  fu- 
ture. 

The  present  city  government  is  as  follows: 
Jesse  M.  Ott,  mayor;  aldermen,  first  ward,  Ed, 
Ooodman  and  SfcJA'an  Watkins;  second  ward, 
Gaines  Greene  and  Otto  Lenz;  third  ward,  A. 
.1.  Bless  and  W.  W.  Williamson. 


OFFICERS  OF  MENARD  COrXTY. 

SHERIFFS. 

The  sheriffs  of  the  county  have  been :  James 
Goldsby,  1839-1844;  N.  A.  Rankin,  1844-1848; 
James  Taylor.  1«48-December.  1848;  James  G. 
Long.  1848-18.50;  B.  D.  MeAtee.  1850-1822; 
J.  B.  Gum,  1852-1854:  J.  B,  Golds))}",  1854- 
1858;  J.  M.  Hurt,  1858-1860;  W.  C.  Smoot, 
18C0-18(i2;  J.  M.  Quinn,  1862-1861:  J.  M. 
Quinn.  I864-18G6;  Robert  Clary,  1808-1870; 
Fred  Wilkinson.  1870-1872;  Wolf  Feulner, 
1874-1876;  Fred  Wilkinson,  1876-188(»:  M.  T. 
Hargraves.  1880-1886;  William  J.  Brewer, 
1886-1890;  Joseph  W.  Estill,  1890-1894;  G. 
W,  Hatch,  1894-1898;  J.  N.  Rutledgc,  1898- 
1902:  Edward  J.  Fahay,  1902-1906. 

PROBATR  JLIWE. 

Asa  D.  Wright,  from  18;!9  to  1846:  Nathan 
Dres.ser.    1846   to   1847:   Asa   D.   Wright  from 

1847  to  1848.  when  the  ofiiee  ceased. 

RKCORDER. 

William  G.  Spears,  from  1839  to  1841:  Jacob 

H.  Laning,  from  1841  to  1847;  Cornelius 
Rourke.  from  1847  to  1849,  when  the  office 
ceased. 

CORONER. 

Sfartin  S.  Morris,  from  1839  to  1840;  George 
D.  Adams,  from  1K40  to  1842;  John  E.  Raw- 
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!ins,  from  IH-i'i  to  1HI4;  Ira  McOlasson,  from 
1844  to  I«48:  McLean  \V(m»<1,  from  184S  to 
1850;  T.  P.  (iarretsoD,  from  ISfiO  to  18'.2; 
0.  Uvcrinp.  from  IHoS  to  1S.-»;1;  W.  T.  Hutc-li- 
inson,  from  1853  to  1854 :  William  TreiiK  from 
1854  to  185fi;  F.  ('.  Davis,  from  185(i  to  1858; 
J.  T.  Brooks,  fnmi  1858  to  18(10:  C.  I.cvcriiifr. 
from  IHtid  to  ISii'i;  A.  L.  Clary,  from  18G! 
to  18(!il;  L.  Jlontfioiiiery.  from  18H!)  to  1871; 
C.  ^y.  Hicks,  from  1871  to  1874 :  ,1.  J.  Erwiii, 
from  1874  to  1870;  L.  Alironlwim.  from  :87t> 
to  1877;  CharU'B  Cowan,  from  1877  lo  1880; 
John  Dt'^fTC  from  1880  to  188-J:  .loliii  Baekt's. 
from  188a  to  1884;  William  D.  Cowan,  from 
]884  to  ]S85:  AVilliam  I).  SlcAtct',  from  1885 
to  180?:  A.  L.  Clary,  from  18!l2to  1!I04:  Dr. 
Wilkin,  from    1H04  to   1908. 

Ml'IIVKVOK. 

Edmiiml  C.nor,  from  18;!»  to  184!);  John  B. 
(Jnm.  fmn  184^  to  1849;  Anno  RittiT.  from 
1849  to  1855;  E.  Kali,  from  1855  to  1859;  D. 
X.  Caritlicrji.  from  185!)  to  18H;l;  John  B. 
Cum,  from  18«3  to  18G4:  A.  E.  Mick,  from 
18«4  to  1809;  A.  J.  Kelly,  from  18«fl  to  1875; 
John  Ticf.  from  1875  to  1879;  Abe  Hall,  from 
187!)  to  188;!;  Anthony  Austin,  from  1883  to 
1888;  GeorfTc  C.  Power,  from  1888  to  18i)a; 
James  M.  Larjrc.  from  1892  to  1890;  John 
Tioe.  from  1891!  lo  1904:  Hohart  Hamilton, 
from  1904  to  1908. 

rriil.K-  AD.MINISTKATOII. 

I-cwifi  B.  Wynn.  from  184;{  to  1845;  George 
V.  Mile*,  from  1845  to  1S49;  Mclean  Wood, 
from  1849,  till  the  oHiw  ceaseil  to  lie,  two  years 
after. 

COrXTY   .IliDGK. 

Jacol>  Garher.  fn>m  1849  to  1853;  C.  J.  F. 

Clark,  from  1853  in  1801 :  J.  H.  Pillsbury, 
from  18(il  to  ia(;5;  M.  B.  Harrison,  from  18(!1 
to  18fi5:  C.  M.  Kohcrtson.  from  18(i5  to  1809; 
J.  H.  Pillsi.nry.  fnun  18li9  to  1873:  ,lohn  Tice. 
from  1873  to  1881;  H.  H.  iroajrland.  from 
1881  to  1898:  Frank  E.  Blnne.  from  1898  to 
1902;  Ceorjie  B.  Watkins.  from  1902  to  1906. 
Asaori.\T?:  justicks. 
James  Mott,  commissioned  Xoveiulier  20. 
1853;  J,  HcimI.  commissioned  Novemher  23. 
1853:  C.  J.  HutHiinson.  July.  1854  and  185;: 


Rohcrt  Clary.  1857  and  18C1 ;  D.  T.  Hnglit^. 
1801;  IE.  Woldridge.  1809;  H.  AVarnsinfr,  1809. 
coiTNTY  ci.i:kks. 
Cornelius  Rourkc.  from  1849  to  1805;  Ho- 
bart  Hamilton,  from  1805  to  1809;  A.  E.  Mick. 
1809  to  1873:  Anson  Thompson,  from  1873  lo 
1882:  K.  W.  Eads.  from  1883  to  1880;  Adam 
\\.  McCeachin,  from  188«  to  1890;  H.  W.  U-v- 
ering.  from  1890  to  1902;  Allx'rt  W.  Hartley. 
fro-n  1902  to  1906. 

ClUCUIT    CLKRK. 

A.  K.  KisRin.  from  1848  to  1800;  Joseiih 
Jonson,  fnun  1800  to  18G4;  William  J.  Kstill. 
from  1864  to  1872;  Theodore  C.  Bennett,  front 
1872  to  1900;  David  L.  Bennett,  fnnn  1900 
to  1904;  William  F.  Tliompstm,  from  1901 
to  1908. 

STATKS    ATTORNEY. 

H.  W.  Masters,  from  1870  to  1879;  Keub 
Stevens,  from  1879  to  1884:  S.  H.  Blane  from 
1884  to  1888;  Charles  Xnsl>aum,  from  1888  to 
1890;  John  M.  Smoot.  from  189G  lo  1901;  T. 
J.  Heep.  from  1904  to  1908. 

SCHOOL  COMJlISSiOXKli. 

0.  D.  Clark,  from  1853  to  1857;  J.  H.  Pilte- 
hnry,  from  1857  to  1863;  Edward  Laninjr.  from 

1863  lo  1805. 

Sl'PKHINTENDKN'T  OK  SCHOOLS. 

Edward  Booth,  from  1865  to  1869:  William 
H.  Berry,  from  1869  to  1873;  K.  B.  Davis, 
from  1873  to  January.  1877;  R.  D.  Milh'r, 
from  January  3,  1877,  to  DeeendKT  15,  189S; 
George  C.  Power,  1898  to  1903;  R.  D.  Milk-r, 
from  Iknemljer  1,  1903,  to  I>eii'iui)er  5.  191)4; 
T.  E.  Cantrall,  from  1904  to  1900. 

ASSESSOK  AND  TUEASIRKII. 

John  Tico.  from  1857  to  1809;  J.  W.  Chea- 
nev,  from  1869  to  1871;  Charles  H.  Thomas. 
from  1875  to  1881;  J.  G.  Strodtman.  from 
1881  to  1886;  Jasp<T  N.  Rutledgc,  from  18K6 
to  1890;  E.  R.  Oltjen,  from  1890  to  ]8;t4; 
Henry  Burficnd,  from  1894  to  1898;  Lew  R. 
(iolden,  from  18if8  to  1899  (died  in  office)  ; 
J.  H.  McMichael.  from  1899  to  1902:  J.  H. 
Clary  from  1902  to  1906. 

COrXTY  COM  MISSION"  K»e. 

James  Altip.  1877  to  1880;  F.  W.  Dnncan. 
from  1878  to  1880;  Andrew  Gaddie,  from  1879 
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to  1882;  James  Altig,  from  1S80  to  1883; 
Wood  Greene,  from  1881  to  1884;  Andrew 
Gaddit',  from  1882  to  1885;  H.  H.  Schirding, 
from  1883  to  1886;  Wood  Greene,  from  1884 
to  1887;  Andrew  Gaddie,  from  1885  to  1888; 
H.  H.  Sdiirding,  from  188G  to  1889;  Imk-y 
Hewett.  from  1887  to  1890;  John  C.  Claypolo, 
from  1888  to  1891 ;  H.  H.  Schirding,  from 
1889  to  1892;  George  U.  Sirears,  from  1890 
to  1893 ;  James  K.  McAtee,  from  1891  to  1894; 
II.  II.  Schirding.  from  1893  to  1895;  George 
r.  Speiirs.  fr..m  18!I3  to  189G;  James  K.  Mc- 
Afee, from  1894  to  1897;  John  B,  Gum,  from 
1895  to  1898;  George  L'.  Spears  from  1896 
to  1899;  Kirby  S.  Johnson,  from  1897  to 
1900;  Henry  S.  Houghton,  from  1898  to  1901; 
W.  E.  Johnson  from  1899  to  1903;  H.  J.  Mar- 
hold,  from  1900  to  1903;  Elias  Watkins.  from 
1901  to  1904;  Charles  B.  Greene,  from  1903 
to  1905;  II.  J.  Marbold  from  1903  to  1906; 
Frank  A.  King,  from  1904  to  1907. 


CHURCHES  OF  MENARD. 

I'RE8BYTKRU.K    ClIUHCH    OF   PETER8BUKQ. 

The  Presbyterian  church  of  Petersbnrg,  Illi- 
nois, was  organized  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Gait 
in  Deeemher,  1839,  in  tlie  old  courthouse  in 
Petersburg.  Six  men  and  four  women  went 
into  the  organization,  Mr,  Gait  preached  to 
tliem  occasionally  till  184a.  Their  services 
wore  held  at  first  in  the  courthouse  or  in  the 
hall  over  Mr.  Bennett's  store,  which  stood 
where  the  National  Bank  now  stands.  By  the 
spring  of  1842  they  had  built  a  neat  frame 
chiirch  two  blocks  north  of  the  northeast  cor- 
ner of  the  s»)uare.  This  house  was  dedicated 
on  the  l-lth  of  May,  1842,  the  sermon  being 
jireaelied  by  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Little  from  2 
C'orintiiians.  G:40, 41.  The  first  regular  supply 
began  Septemlter  1,  1846,  by  Kev,  George  Mc- 
Kinley.  In  1857  Rev,  McKinley  n-signed  and 
Rev.  John  A.  Pinkerton  begim  his  stTvice  at 
once.  Mr.  Pinkerton  was  a  man  greatly  beloved 
by  all.  in  and  out  of  the  church.  After  a  very 
suci'pssful  and  effieient  ministry.  Mr.  Pinker- 
ton resigned  in  1870.  Rev.  Joseph  Mahon  be- 
gan to  attend  the  ehureh,  as  supply,  in  the 
month  of  Februan'.  1871.  He  served  onlv  seven 


months,   when  he  resigned,  and   Rev.   George 

C.  Wood  supplied  the  congregation  until  1872. 
In  February  of  the  year  1872  Rev.  Maurice 
Waller  began  his  pastorate,  which  last^'d  till 
1878.  Mr.  Waller  was  a  man  that  was  uni- 
versally respected  and  loved  and  he  did  good 
si'rvice  for  tlie  church.  In  the  year  1873  the 
foundation  of  the  present  church  edifice  was 
laid,  but  the  building  was  not  completed  till 
the  year  1874.  On  the  8th  of  November  of  that 
year  the  house  was  formally  given  to  God.  The 
Rev.  W.  W.  Harsha,  D.  D.,  of  Jacksonville.  Illi- 
nois, preached  the  dedicatory  sermon  from  1 
Timothy,  3:5.  In  the  year  1878  Mr.  Waller 
resigned  and  Dr.  Nevins  and  Rev.  F.  M,  Bald- 
win supplied  the  ehureh  till  January,  1882, 
when  Rev.  A.  .T.  Berger  became  pastor  and 
served  till  July,  1883.  The  pulpit  was  then 
vacant  till  in  September,  1884.  when  Rev.  T.  C. 
McFarland  liegan  his  work.  In  1886,  during 
the  pastorate  of  Mr.  AfcFarland,  the  lecture 
room  was  huiit  and  the  audience  room  was  re- 
frescoed  in  very  tasteful  style.  In  February, 
1887,  Rev.  McFarland  resigned,  and  on  the 
call  of  the  church,  in  August,  1887.  Rev.  Wil- 
liam Miller  began  his  work  as  pastor  of  the 
ehureh.  He  served  faithfully  and  success- 
fully till  August,  1891,  when  he  resigned  and 
was  succeeded  by  Rev,  W.  E.  Williamson,  D.  D. 
I)r,  Williamson  served  the  church  most  ac- 
ceptably for  five  years  and  resigned  in  1896. 
He  was  succeeded,  in  August,  1896,  by  Rev. 
T.  J.  Stephenson,  who  in  turn  also  served 
five  years,  resigning  in  August,  1901.  During 
the  pastorate  of  Rev.  Stephenson  the  church 
purchased  a  very  desirable  residence  property 
within  a  block  and  a  half  of  the  church,  which 
is  used  as  a  parsonage.     In  August,  1901,  Rev. 

D.  J,  Aiitterling  was  called  to  the  pastorate  of 
the  church  and  served  them  till  August,  1904, 
when  he  resigned. 

At  this  time  (December,  1904)  the  church  is 
without  a  pastor,  but  is  being  supplied  regularly 
and  the  probability  is  that  the  supply  will  soon 
Ite  the  regular  pastor.  This  is  a  strong  and 
wealthy  church,  enrolling  among  its  members 
some  of  the  best  people  of  the  city,  and  its 
influence  for  good  is  not  to  be  calculated. 

The  Presbyterians  have  a  strong  congrega- 
tion, as   is  seen   in   the  preceding  historv.   at  i 
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Athens.  To  tlu'Ui  and  Imlian  Point  the  Rev. 
1).  G.  Carson  has  niiniBtered  for  a  number  of 
years.  In  Irisli  Grove,  wliere  t)iere  was  for- 
merly a  strong  congregation,  they  now  have  no 
service,  deaths  and  removals  havmp  reduced 
tlic  c-ongrt'gation  till  they  can  not  support 
]ireaching.  They  have  there  a  good  lirick  edi- 
fice, but  it  is  not  occupied. 

At  Sweetwater  and  Greenview  they  have  com- 
paratively new  frame  churches  and  the  Rev, 
Mr.  Thomas  preaches  to  the  two  charts.  The 
writer  made  all  <lue  effort  to  get  full  statistics 
of  all  thcsi'  churches,  but  failed.  In  the  county 
this  denomination  has  five  OTngrcgations  and 
six  church  houses,  with  a  good  membersliip, 
made  up  from  the  best  class  of  people  of  the 
county.  They  have  flourishing  Sahbath-sciiools 
and  keep  up  all  of  tlie  enterprisi*  of  the  work, 

ItOM.VN    CATHOLICS. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  ISlia  a  society 
of  the  Roman  I'atliolic  faith  was  organized  in 
Petersburg.  The  first  services  of  this  denomi- 
nation were  held  in  the  private  residences  of 
Cornelius  Rourke,  Adam  Johns  and  John 
Lucas.  As  tlie  meetings  increased  and  as  the 
attendance  became  larger  and  the  interest  be- 
came greater,  the  services  were  held  in  the 
schoolhouse  or  courtroom.  In  less  than  four 
years  their  numbers  had  increased  to  such  an 
extent  that  a  house  of  wi)rshi]»  was  neces- 
sary. So  the  money  was  raised  and  a  house 
built  in  time  to  Ih.'  dedicated  in  the  fall  of  18G6. 
The  house  cost  five  thousand  dollars  and  was 
dedicated  hy  Rev.  Father  Mettinger,  and  at  that 
time  the  society  nunilK-red  about  fifty  adults. 
The  following  is  a  partial  list  of  the  priests 
who  have  had  charge  of  the  church:  Fathere 
Quigley,  Zebell,  Jamsen,  Fitzgibbons,  Costa, 
Clifford  (the  latter  at  the  laying  of  the  corner- 
stone). Mettiiigcr  (at  the  de<licati(m),  Jaques. 
etc  use,  Wcgman,  Sauer,  Ahne,  Hogan,  and 
Father  Futtercr,  who  is  now  (]ft05)  in  charge. 
The  prfticnt  priest  in  charge  is  very  popular, 
not  only  with  the  Catholics,  hut  with  the 
Protestants  as  well.  While  he  is  a  good  Cath- 
olic in  every  respect,  he  is  at  the  same  time 
a  man  of  good  sense  and  reason. 

The  Catholics  at  Greenview  l.ave  a  church 
house  and  occasional  servic<'.  vet  thev  have  no 


icsident  priest.  At  Athens  they  have  an  or- 
ganized congregation  and  are  erecting  a  sjtlen- 
did  church. 

In  Petersburg  tliey  liave  a  first-class  parson- 
age and  a  schoolhouse,  making  their  property 
very  valuable.  The  Catholics  of  Petcrsiiurg 
owe  a  debt  of  lasting  gratitude  to  Cornelius 
Rourke  and  Frank  Luthringer  for  their  zeal, 
energy  and  ])erseveranee  in  securing  this  church. 
The  congregation  is  now  strong  and  prosperous. 


UKIIM.AN    Lt'TIIKIIA.V  CllLitCII. 

This  denomination  has  Jiad  a  c-ongrcgat ^m 
and  house  of  worship  in  Petersburg  for  a  gR'at 
many  years,  and,  although  representatives  of 
the  church  are  found  all  over  the  county 
where^'cr  there  are  (iermans,  yet  no  other 
church  was  organized  in  the  county,  we  believe. 
till  about  1A77  or  1«78,  when  Professor  Wio- 
nekin.  of  the  Theological  Seminary  of  Spring- 
field, Illinois,  organized  a  c(mgregation  in  ti:e 
neighborhood  of  Tallula,  and  they  later  erwled 
a  neat  but  cheap  house  of  worship,  .\bout  this 
same  time  a  large  congregation  of  German 
Lutherans  was  organized  in  Greenview,  Not 
long  after  being  organized  they  built  a  very 
neat  and  comfortable  church  at  a  cost  of  i>e- 
tween  ihri'e  and  four  thousand  dollars.  Rev. 
Mr.  Hommer,  now  of  California,  served  the 
Greenview  and  Petersburg  churches  for  a 
number  of  years. 

In  the  spring  of  18(51  the  first  German 
Lutheran  church  was  organized  in  Petersburg, 
.Among  the  original  members  were  Harmon 
Scbenling,  John  Scherding,  Henry  Mes,*m'in, 
Henry  Fischer,  J.  P.  Bela,  J.  H-  Stagemann, 
Jerry  H.  Stagemann,  Jerry  Bonties  anil  others. 
They  at  first  bought  a  house  used  by  Diedrich 
Fischer  as  a  carpenter  shop,  which  they  fitted 
u])  for  a  temple  of  worship,  and  there  they  met 
and  held  service  for  a  time  without  a  preacher. 
They  finally  secured  the  services  of  Hcv.  Paul 
l^>rentzen  as  pastor,  and  purchased  a  jwrsonage 
adjacent  to  the  church  at  a  total  cost  for  both 
edifices  of  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars.  \n  18(>.1  Mr.  Lorentzen  was  succeeded 
iiy  Rev.  Peter  Dahl  and  later  he  was  succei'<led 
by  Rev.  Mr.  Schmidt  and  iie  by  Rev.  William 
H.  Schmidt,  who  remained  pastor  till  his  death 
in   1872.     Rev.  Mr.  Schmidt  was  suecoeded  by 
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Buv.  Dubiel.  whose  pastorate  was  only  of  a 
year  or  two's  duration,  when  Rev.  Dr.  John 
Kamiinskv  was  called  to  the  pastorate.  After 
a  time  Rev.  Mr.  Deichinann  became  the  pastor, 
wati  sut'ceeded  by  Hew  t'harles  Behrends  and 
lie  ljy  Kev.  llr.  ('onrad,  who  served  them  for 
some  time,  Mr.  Conrad's  ministry  brings  us 
to  somewhere  in  the  '80s,  and  here  perlia|)s  we 
miss  the  names  of  a  pastor  or  two;  when  Rev. 
Mr.  Homnier  was  called  to  take  charge  of  the 
fongregation.  Rev.  Uoinmer  served  them  for 
a  numlicr  of  years,  to  the  .satisfaction  and  de- 
light of  the  entire  congregation,  Mr.  Hom- 
mer  was  a  scJiolarly  Christian  gentleman,  re- 
spected by  the  entire  community.  On  account 
of  his  health  he  removed  several  years  ago  to 
California.  Rev.  Mr.  Weil  was  then  invited  to 
take  cliarge  of  the  church  and  has  served  them 
ever  since,  dividing  his  time  between  this  place 
and  Greenview,  but  living  in  Petersburg.  The 
services  are  all  in  the  German  language.  They 
have  a  flourishing  Sabbath -school  and  a  large 
congn'gation.  Some  twelve  or  fifteen  years 
bock  they  tore  away  the  old  church  house,  which 
was  not  large  enough  to  meet  their  demands, 
and  built  a  splendid  house,  of  larger  si/e  and 
more  modern  in  style. 

There  is  another  branch  of  the  German 
Lutheran  church  which  has  a  congregation  in 
Petersburg.  The  writer  is  not  infomied  as 
to  the  difference  between  these  two  branches 
of  the  church.  Tills  last  named  congregation 
is  composed  of  some  of  the  best  jieople  in 
Petersburg  and  it  is  a  strong  and  prosperous 
lio<ly  of  people.  They  have  a  commodious 
house  of  worship  and  a  parsonage  located  on  a 
lot  adjoining  the  church.  They  keep  up  all  the 
regular  services  and  these  are  well  attended. 

The  Lutheran  church  is  made  u|>  from  the 
liest  class  of  Germans  and  they  are  an  earnest, 
devout  people,  devoted  to  their  cliureh,  and 
promptly  and  cheerfully  respond  to  all  the 
demands  that  it  makes  at  their  hand.  Their 
services  are  simple  and  uno.=tentatious  and  no 
people  are  more  ready  to  resjjond  to  the  calls 
of  i-haritv  and  benevolence  than  they. 

EPISCOPAL  CHURCH, 

Vp  to  January,  1905,  there  is  but  one  Prot- 
estant Episcopal    church    in    Menard    county. 


Through  the  energy  and  untiring  zeal  of  Mrs. 
Harris,  relict  of  the  late  Hon.  Thomas  L.  Har- 
ris, this  congregation  was  organized  more  than 
a  quarter  of  a  century  ago.  Soon  after  its 
organization  the  same  earnest  Christian  lady 
raised  funds  to  erect  a  house  of  worshi]).  She 
succeeded  in  building  Trinity  church,  which 
is  a  substantial  brick,  of  the  Gothic  style  of 
architecture,  with  fine  art  windows  and  taste- 
fully frescoed.  It  stands  on  the  hillside,  com- 
manding a  most  excellent  view  of  the  city  and 
landscape  across  the  Sangamon  river.  The  first 
rector  of  Trinity  was  the  Rev.  5Ir.  Steel,  who 
served  the  church  very  acceptably  for  a  time, 
but  gave  up  this  charge  to  accept  one  fn  .\lton, 
Illinois.  After  this  they  were  served  by  different 
pastors  and  passed  through  the  variety  of  ex- 
periences that  come  to  all  such  organizations. 
Mrs.  Harris  has  gone  to  her  reward,  but  the 
fruits  of  her  efforts  are  still  being  gathered. 
The  nicml>ers]iip  of  Trinity  church  is  not  large, 
but  it  embraces  among  its  nund»ers  representa- 
tives of  the  best  people  of  the  city.  Just  at  this 
writing  they  have  no  rector,  but  as  a  rule  they 
keep  u|)  regular  service,  with  the  Sunday-school 
and   midweek   jjrayer   meeting. 


MKTIIODIST      Kl'IRCOr.VL 


ICn      IK      PETERS- 


Ih'v.  George  Reed  served  the  Petersburg 
church  in  ISrti-T.  He  was  followed  by  Rev. 
W,  0,  I'ect,  then  Ihey  came  in  order:  Itev.  E, 
G.  Hobbs.  Hev.  J.  D.  Fry.  then  the  beloved  and 
revered  Chaplain  \V.  J.  Rntlcdge,  Rev.  Peter 
Slagel.  Rev.  Edwin  Ward,  Rev.  J.  Seott  Carr, 
Rev.  S.  H.  Huber.  Rev.  John  McPhail.  Rev.  A. 
Sloan,  Rev.  H.  L.  Mitchell,  then  in  ISOG  the 
Hev.  Theodore  Keni])  came  and  soon  began  to 
agitate  the  subject  of  building  a  new  church. 
They  had  a  fairly  good  but  old  fashioned  brick 
church,  with  a  very  nice  parsonage  on  a  lot  ad- 
joining the  church.  Many  hallowed  memories 
clustered  around  this  old  house.  Here  the 
venerable  Peter  Cartwright  had  preached  in 
the  early  days;  thos<'  walls  had  echoed  to  the 
voice  of  Peter  Akers;  from  this  pulpit  the 
lamented  Barret,  Hardin  Wallace,  Chaplain 
Kutlcdge  and  a  host  of  others,  now  in  heaven, 
told  the  "old,  old  story,"  but  they  needed  a  new 
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persfi'crancc,  went  into  tlu'  work  am!  suc- 
ceeded. In  18y8  a  new  and  modem  house  was 
erected  and  dedicated.  It  is  modern  in  every 
res|»ec-t — an  ample  basement,  pastor's  study,  a 
lecture  room,  an  auditorium  of  ample  size 
ttitli  inclined  floor  and ^11  modern  furnishings. 
It  is  a  brick  building  with  slate  roof  and  boati- 
tifully  frescoed.  The  windows  are  large  and  of 
stained  glass.  The  building  cost  a  little  over 
seven  thousand  dollars  and  is  fully  out  of  debt. 
Rev.  Kemp  remained  in  charge  till  1900,  whi'n 
he  was  followed  by  the  Rev.  B.  A.  Hartrlek, 
wlifi  remained  till  1903.  In  1903  Rev.  A.  L. 
Plowman  came  and  remained  one  vear.  Rev. 
S.  X.  Wakefield  is  now  the  active  and  efficient 
pastor,  with  prospect  of  great  good  before  him. 

Oakford  Methodist  Episcopal  congregation 
remodeled  their  old  church  during  the  sum- 
mer of  ]!)04  and  now  have  a  house  of  worship 
that  wonid  he  an  honor  to  any  community,  and 
the  church  is  out  of  debt. 

Athens  Methodist  Episcopal  church  has  a 
neat  and  comfortable  lirick  chnreh  and  is  in 
prosperous  condition. 

CUMBEKLAND  I'KESBYTKHl.VX    CHURCH  OF 

PETEliSBUItG 

The  history  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
church  in  Petersburg  i-.  rather  a  brief  one. 
Back  in  the  early  '40b,  most  likely,  the  Rev. 
.A.  H.  (ioodpaature  organized  a  congregation 
here  and  preached  to  it  lor  a  time,  but  it  was 
short  lived.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  '60s  the 
Rev.  James  Knolcs  formed  an  organization  and 
preached  to  them  for  a  time,  but  the  little 
hand  lost  courage  and  for  a  time  seemed  eitincr, 
till  Rev.  James  White,  abont  l«70or  1872,  col- 
lected the  scattered  fragments  together  and  for 
awhile  he  preached  to  them,  but  again  they  lost 
heart  and  for  several  >'ears  there  was  no  con- 
gregation of  this  people  in  thft  town.  In  ISiii 
Rev.  R.  D.  Miller  collected  together  a  liHle 
band  who  desire<l  to  reorganize  a  church  here 
and  formed  theni  into  a  congregation.  These 
charier  members  were  Dr.  H.  A.  Harris,  C.  L. 
Hatfield.  W.  R.  Edgar.  C.  H.  Thomas,  D.  M. 
Bone.  T.  E.  Clark.  Miss  Anna  Shepherd,  ili^s 
Elizabeth  Barclay  ami  Mrf=.  Lucy  Th(mias. 
Harris.  Hatfield  and  Clark  were  elected  as 
elders  ami   C.   H.   Thomas,   deacon.     .\t   1ir*t 


they  held  their  services  in  the  (Serman  Lutheran 
church,  which  at  that  time  had  no  pastor.  In  a 
short  time  they  had  to  give  that  np  and  they 
removed  to  the  Baptist  church.  Here,  in  the 
winter  of  1878-9,  they  had  a  very  successful  re- 
vival and  the  congregation  was  greatly  strength- 
ened. Soon  after  this  they  were  compelled  to 
remove  and  went  to  a  hall  on  the  north  side  of 
the  s(|uare.  In  a  few  weeks  they  removed  to  the 
eonrthouae  and  for  three  years  their  Sunday- 
school,  prayer  meeting  and  preaching  services 
were  ail  held  there.  It  was  generally  crowded 
to  overflowing.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  F.  P.  .\ntle 
united  with  the  church,  while  the  congregation 
worshiped  in  the  courthouse,  ilrs.  Dr.  Antle 
determined  to  build  a  church  house.  It  was  a 
gloomy  prospect,  but  her  indomitable  spirit, 
the  zeal  of  the  membership  and  the  help  of  the 
unconverted  gave  them  success.  To  Mrs.  Antle 
we  owe  thanks  for  the  church,  but  the  writer 
can  not  refrain  from  mentioning  the  material 
and  moral  aid  given  the  enterprise  by  the  ever- 
remembered  Aaron  Thompson,  deceased.  Tlie 
house  was  enclosed  and  occupied  in  due  time, 
but  it  was  not  fully  completed  till  some  time 
Inter.  Mr.  Miller  continued  pastor  of  tlit 
church  for  nearly  seven  years,  but  having  a 
large  family  and  the  congregation  still  owing 
something  on  the  bouse,  he  felt  that  it  would 
lie  better  for  him  to  resign  and  let  the  church 
employ  a  man  without  a  family,  one  who  could 
live  on  less  salary  and  use  the  difference  on 
the  church  debt.  The  session  employed  Rev, 
R.  J.  Beard,  a  single  man,  but  paid  him  more 
than  they  had  bw'n  paying  the  former  pastor. 
Mr.  Beard's  pastorate  continued  two  or  three 
years,  but  the  church  was  not  built  up.  He 
was  a  most  e-\cellent  man  and  a  devoted  Chris- 
tian, but  did  not  succeed  here.  Mr.  Beard  was 
succeeded  by  Rev.  J.  \\'.  Elder,  who  served  ths 
church  for  two  or  three  years.  After  him  the 
session  engaged  the  services  of  Rev.  J.  M. 
Johnston  and  his  pastorate  was  of  two  or  three 
years'  duration.  After  this  the  jmlpit  was  va- 
cant for  quite  awhile,  but  in  1893  or  1804  Rev. 
W,  T.  Ferguson  l>ecanie  pastor.  He  served  the 
chiireh  four  years  and  left  the  congregation  in  a 
k'tter  eondiion  that  it  had  been  in  for  a  num- 
Imt  of  years.  After  Mr.  Ferguson  left  Rev.  W. 
G.  Ar<-her  was  called  to  the  chstr?''  He  came 
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with  a  flourish  of  trmiipelfl  and  for  a  time  it 
Ecwued  that  all  woiilil  be  well.  Ho  remodeled 
the  chiiix-h,  put  in  a  reading-room  and  intro- 
duced many  modern  ideas.  He  left  ifiur  threi 
years,  under  a  dark  cloud,  but  the  nreabytery 
later  exonerated  him.  Rev.  W.  T.  Olmstead 
was  then  called  to  take  charge  of  the  church. 
He  remained  for  two  years,  faithfully  pcrforni- 
ing  hip  duties  as  pastor,  but  'infortunate  di- 
visions cf.me  and  he  left  the  chu'vih  in  a  stito 
of  terrible  division.  For  some  time  they  were 
without  a  pastor,  but  finally  employed  the  Rev. 
if.  C.  Cockrum.  He  in  struggling  against  a 
tide  that  will  only  \k  overcome  by  the  lapse  ot 
years.  He  is  an  earnest,  energetic  pastor,  striv- 
ing to  do  his  whole  duty. 

CIMBEKLAXD  PUESBYTERIAX    rilURCH    OF 
TALLtJLA, 

We  have  not  the  full  history  of  the  organiza- 
tion of  this  church,  hut  somo  detail  is  given  in 
another  place.  The  first  church  edifice  erected 
in  the  village  of  Tallula  was  the  Cumberland 
Prcsliyterian  church,  a  frame,  ouilt  in  1861.  at 
a  cost  of  about  three  thousand  dollars.  Rev. 
J.  Cr.  White,  of  anti-Catholic  fajue,  was  the 
first  pastor.  He  served  the  church  for  a  time 
and  was  followed  by  others.  Many  strong  men 
have  been  pastor  of  this  flock,  among  them  may 
ln'  named  James  ttTiite,  Dr.  Pendergrass  and 
others.  The  congregation  owns  a  parsonage 
adjoining  the  church,  but  both  buildings  are 
getting  old  and  need  repair.  It  has  passed 
though  many  vicissitudes,  but  still  survives.  At 
present  they  arc  without  a  pastor. 

LEBAXON   Ct'MBEKLAXD  PHICSBYTKRIAN  CJdlifll, 
NO.  1. 

I,p1ianon  congregation  of  the  Cumberland 
Presbrterian  church  was  organized  in  lft54  or 
182.>.  .\t  first  they  built  a  log  church  house, 
but  after  some  years  they  built  a  frame  build- 
ing, which  amply  served  their  purpose  till 
lH(i:.  when  under  the  lead  of  Rev.  R.  D.  Miller 
a  splendid  brick  building  was  erected.  It  still 
stands,  the  walls  and  interior  as  good  as  when 
first  erected.  For  some  years  they  have  had 
ri'gnlar  preaching  but  a  small  portion  of  the 
time.  At  present  they  are  without  regular 
preaching,  though  they  maintain  a  flourishing 
Sunday-school. 


HOCK  CHEEK  CirjIBERLAND  PRESBYTBKIAN 
CHnitCH. 

This  is  one  of  the  oldest  church  organizations 
in  what  is  now  Menard  county.  It  was  organ- 
ized hy  the  Rev,  John  M.  Berry,  the  pioneer 
preacher  of  this  denomination  in  central  Illi- 
nois. In  1821  or  1822  this  society  was  formed. 
.\  short  time  before  this  Rev.  Berry  and  Rev, 
John  Simms,  another  pioneer  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  preacher  had  laid  off  a  camp- 
ground and  held  two  or  three  camp-meetings  on 
the  grounds  before  this  society  was  formed. 
This  congregation,  now  Rock  Greek  church,  at 
first  used  the  camp  built  by  Berry  and  Simms 
as  a  place  of  worship.  Later  on  tbey  built  a 
log  "meeting  house,"  whieb  served  their  pur- 
[>ose  for  a  number  of  years,  after  which  they 
erected  a  frame  house,  which  was  occupied  for 
many  years.  Later  on  another  frame  church 
was  erected,  a  house  more  modern  and  more 
comfortable.  This  fully  met  all  the  needs  of 
the  congregation  till  some  ten  or  twelve  years 
ago,  when  they  erected,  at  a  cost  of  alwut  three 
thousand  dollars,  a  building  modern  in  every 
particular.  It  is  a  frame  building,  with  base- 
ment, heated  by  furnace,  with  a  Sunday-school 
room,  opera  chairs  and  all  modem  conveniences. 
The  congregation  also  owns  a  neat  and  roomy 
parsonage,  standing  near  the  church,  with  all 
necessary  conveniences.  Rev.  J.  W.  Elder  is 
their  present  pastor,  having  been  there  some 
foiir  or  five  years.  They  have  a  flourishing 
Sunday-school  and  preaching  every  Sunday  at 
eleven  o'clock  a.  m.  This  church  has  done  a 
\'ast  amount  of  good  and  it  is  to  he  hoped  that 
her  work  of  usefulness  has  but  just  begun. 

COKCOitn    t'liMBEHL-VXD    PHESBYTEIilAN 

ciiriicii. 
This  congregation  was  organized  in  182()  or  - 
1827  by  Rev.  John  JI.  Berry.  The  ground 
where  Concord  church  now  stands  was  for  many 
years  occupied  as  a  "camp-meeting"  ground. 
Here  for  a  long  period  of  years  the  people  used 
to  gather  once  a  year  for  a  camp-meeting  of  a 
week  or  teu  days.  From  all  over  the  country 
the  people  would  come,  move  in  and  camp  on 
the  grounds  to  engage  in  nothing  hut  the  wor- 
ship of  Cod.  Every  one  who  attended  these 
meetings  from  a  distance  was  fed  and  lodgt'd 
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froe  of  all  cliarge.  The  good  aeeomplishwl  by 
these  iiu'ftinjrs  will  never  !m'  known  till  the 
gri'at  day  shall  come.  A  log  church  was  built 
in  the  early  history  of  the  conjjregation,  which 
served  its  purpose  for  many  years.  By  and  by 
a  frame  building  was  put  up,  wliicli  served  them 
till  18(;4.  when  they  erected  a  new  one  on  the 
same  si)ot  of  ground.  This  house  was  dedi- 
cattd  on  the  19th  of  l-'ehruary,  1SV,.i,  by  the 
Ifev.  J.  ('.  Van  Patten,  assisted  by  Rev.  Wiley 
Kuoles.  This  house  was  remodeled  and  modern- 
iKed  aliout  four  years  ago.  It  is  a  neat,  eonuno- 
di.ius  and  eomfortable  ehureh.  Rev.  JI.  C. 
(■()ekruni,  pastor  of  the  Petersburg  Cumber- 
laud  I'm-shytcrian  church,  preaches  for  the  Con- 
cord i:wple  on  alternate  Sabbaths. 
crMm;itL-vxi»  i-hivsuytkriax  cHriu-ii  ok  oukex- 

VIEW. 

This  congregation  was  originally  organized 
in  the  long  since  extinct  village  of  New  Market 
and  later  removed  to  the  "Knoles  Sehoolhonse," 
which  was  east  of  the  town  of  Greenview.  In 
18-">K  the  congregation  removed  to  tiie  village 
of  (Jreenview.  and  the  same  year  liuill  a  house 
of  worship.  In  184:i  the  '-Bethel"'  congrega- 
tion, as  it  was  caUed  while  at  New  Market,  was 
organized  by  Revs.  J.  R.  Torrenee  and  A.  H. 
(Toodpasture.  The  former  served  them  as  Iheir 
first  spiritual  leader.  The  church  house  at 
finenview  cost  one  thousand  two  hinidred  dol- 
lars when  iiuilt.  It  has  been  repairwl  more  than 
once,  but  they  sorely  need  a  new  and  mmlirn 
iinildiiig.  They  own  a  neat  and  comfortable 
parsi>nage  on  a  lot  adjoining  the  church,  and 
the  Rev,  .1.  1".  Rodgers  is  their  present  |>astor, 
having  served  them  in  all  some  eight  or  ten 
years.  It  is  rather  a  strong  church  numerically. 
kecjiing  up  the  midweek  i>rayer  meeting  and 
haviug  one  of  the  best  Sunday-sch.Kils  in  the 
town.  They  will  proiiably  bnild  a  new  hoiisi.  of 
worsliiji  in  the  m'ar  future. 

flMHKIILAND  I'ltLsnYTKHIAX  ClirnCII   OK   FANCY 
PHAIItlK. 

This  cluin-h  was  organized  hy  Rev.  .7.  C.  A'an 
Patten  in  18li4.  Soon  after  the  organi nation 
they  crectiil  a  neat  and  substantial  houst'  of 
worship  in  the  village  of  Kanev  Prairie  at  a 
cost  of  alx.ut  two  thousand  dollars.  The  ehureh 
prosper«'d  for  a  time.  Init  later,  by  deaths  and 


removals,  the  mend>ership  was  bo  reduced  that 
they  did  not  have  preaching  but  a  part  of  the 
time.  Some  four  years  ago  Rev.  R.  D.  Miller 
was  called  as  a  supply,  preaching  half  the  time. 
For  several  years  prior  to  this  linu',  through 
the  earnest  effort  of  Mrs.  Emma  King  and 
George  I^ke,  a  Sunday-school  had  Iwen  kept 
up,  i>ut  the  attendance  was  not  large  and  the 
work  was  discouraging.  After  a  time  the 
Sunday-school  began  to  grow  and  the  congrega- 
tion grew  also,  so  that  the  pco])le  became  en- 
couraged, but  they  were  discouraged  by  thi 
fact  that  the  church  stood  a  half  mile  fnun 
the  Peoria  &  Springfield  Railroad,  which  had 
I  ecu  recently  built,  and  to  which  the  village 
bad  been  removed.  At  first  they  talked  of 
moving  the  old  bouse  to  the  railroad,  but  this 
was  not  |>opular.  Many  thought  that  the  money 
could  not  be  raised  to  build  a  new  house.  i)ut 
Mrs.  Ennna  King  and  Mrs.  Rue  started  out  to 
n.ake  the  effort  to  raise  the  funds.  Mrs.  King 
ict  no  one  pass  and  in  a  short  time  raii^ed  over 
five  thousand  two  hundred  dollars.  Work  was 
lit  once  Iwgnn  and  on  the  fiist  Sunday  in  May. 
I!)f)4,  the  hou«'  was  dedicated,  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Bushnell,  of  .\lton.  Illinois,  preaching  the  ser- 
mon. No  money  was  asked  for  on  that  day. 
the  entire  bill  being  |:aid.  It  is  a  neat,  modern 
building,  with  basement,  lectnre-room,  inclined 
Hoor.  rt'gular  pews,  fully  carpeted  all  over  and 
lighted  with  aceivlcne  gas.  The  congregation 
and  the  community  owe  a  lasting  debt  of  grati- 
tude to  Mrs.  King:  John  W.  Shaver,  the  ef- 
ficient treasuier:  Dock  Drake  and  (Jrant  Kinir. 
the  faithful  building  committee;  Janii's  King 
and  .\l)ram  Fulkerson.  the  trustees,  and  to  the 
whole  <'oiiimunity  for  their  liberal  gift  of 
money.  Thus  Rev.  Miller  has  had  charge  of 
tie  congregations  when  three  of  the  neatest  and 
best  Cumln'rland  I'resbyterian  churehes  in 
Menard  eoiinly  were  liuilt,  namely:  IVters- 
buig,  l,ebanon  and  Fancy  Prairie. 


SKCRET  SOCIETIES. 

Frci  masonry  and  Odd  Fellowship,  those 
benevolent  inslitutions  that  exert  so  wide  an 
influence  for  good,  usually  follow  closely  in 
the  wake  of  Chrisliaiiity.     We  know  that  the 
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incentives  which  prompt  them  are  good,  Iw- 
cautfc  tlie  results  achieved  are  so  grand  and 
plorioiis.  Freemasonry  was  introduced  into 
Pctcrslnirj;  over  sixty  years  afjo.  Clinton  I.ndsre 
was  orgiinized  under  a  dispensation,  in  Octolier, 
1842.  In  due  time  it  was  chartered  as  Clinton 
Lodge.  Xo.  19,  A.  F.  &  A.  Af.  The  first  of- 
ficers were:  John  Bennett,  Worshipful  Mas- 
ter; Martin  S.  Morris.  Senior  Warden;  Johr. 
ilcNcal,  Junior  Warden ;  Jaco!)  West,  Treas- 
urer;  John  Broadwell,  Secretary;  David  Mc- 
i[urj»hy.  Senior  Dea<-on ;  and  W.  B.  Kirk, 
Junior  Deacon.  This  lodge  has  lived  and 
jjrosjiered  through  all  these  years,  jM'rforniing 
its  work  quietly  and  faithfully.  As  a  matter 
of  interest  to  the  members  of  this  fraternity, 
ive  make  the  following  statement:  Clinton 
Lodge  was  named  in  honor  of  ex-Govemor 
De  Witt  Clinton,  of  New  York.  To  ].er- 
peluate  his  memory  and  great  virtnes  the 
Miisnnic  hret'firen  have  caused  to  he  huilt 
for  the  ornamentation  of  their  lodge-room  b 
shell  nionunient.  consisting  of  a  collection  of 
shells,  arranged  with  genius  and  skill.  .As  the 
numlier  of  Clinton  Lodge  indicatts,  it  is  one  of 
the  old  lodges  of  the  state. 

De  Witt  Chapter,  Xo.  lift.  Royal  Arch  Ma- 
sons was  organized  March  25,  ]8(;8,  with  the 
following  as  the  first  set  of  oHitcri!:  Hohart 
Hamilton,  M.  K.  High  Priest;  T.  W.  JreXcely, 
E.  King;  J.  T.  Brooks,  E.  Scrii)c;  John  Ren- 
neti.  Captain  of  the  Host;  H.  W.  Montgomery, 
Treasurer;  and  J.  G.  Stro<ltmann,  Secretary. 
This  Chapter  is  strong  and  prosperous. 

St.  Aldemar  Conimandery,  X'o.  47,  Knights 
Templar,  was  organized  Octoher  27,  1875,  by 
Right  Eminent  Sir  Hiram  W.  Hubliard,  Grand 
Commander  of  the  State.  Th"  first  oHieers 
were:  Eminent  Sir  Hohart  Hamilton,  Com- 
mander; Sir  T.  W.  McX'eely.  Generaiissimo; 
Sir  Charles  B.  Thatcher,  Captain  General; 
Sir  Anson  Thompson.  Senior  AVarden ;  Sir  Ed- 
ward Laning,  Junior  Warden  ;  Sir  F.  P.  .\ntle. 
Treasurer;  Sir  J.  G.  Strodtmann,  Rceoriler; 
Sir  J.  M.  Sawyer,  Standard  Bearer;  Sir  J.  T. 
Brooks,  Sword  Bearer;  Sir  T.  C.  Bennett, 
Warder;  and  Sir  J.  E.  Dickinson,  Captain  of 
the  Guard.  These  men.  like  thos.'  of  the  lodges 
s|)oken  of  ai)ove,  are  scattered  to  and  fro,  while 


a  large  number  of  them  are  gone  to  the  great 
lodge  which  never  adjourns. 

Bennett  Chapter,  Xo.  19,  Order  of  the  East- 
iTn  Star,  was  organized  January  18.  1872.  The 
first  officers  wore:  John  Bennett.  W.  P.;  Mrs. 
Isaac   White,  W.    M-;   Mrs.  James   W.   Judy. 

A.  M.;  Mrs.  A.  D.  Wright,  Treasurer;  and 
Mrs.  John  Bennett.  Secretary.  Every  one  of 
these  have  gone  to  their  long  home,  hut  their 
influence  is  still  felt,  not  only  in  the  lodjje,  hut 
in  the  community  at  large. 

The  Masonic  fraternity,  in  connection  with 
the  Harris  Gnards,  a  military  company  that 
was  formed  here  in  the  '70s,  hut  dishandtid  sev- 
eral years  ago,  in  1879,  began  the  erwtion  of  an 
opera  house,  «'ith  a  lodge-room  above,  and  on 
the  nth  day  of  September  of  that  year  the  cor- 
ner.«tone  of  the  edifice  was  laid,  with  appro- 
jiriate  ceremonies,  under  the  auspiei'S  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Masons  by  Most  Worshipful 
William  Lavely.  Past  Grand  Master  of  the 
State.  This  is  a  splendid  building  of  brick, 
with  a  large  and  well  arranged  hall,  having  a 
roomy  stage  and  ecpiipped  with  all  the  para- 
phernalia of  a  first-cliiSB  theater.  The  hall 
above  is  said  by  those  who  have  a  right  to  know 
to  be  first-class  in  every  respect. 

THE  INBEPKNniiNT  ORDBIt  OK  ODD  FELLOWS. 

On  the  13th  of  April,  1848,  Salem  I.rf)dge. 
Xo.  123.  L  0.  0.  F.,  was  organized  under  dis- 
pensation', with  the  following  charter  members; 

B.  F.  Stephcns<m,  C.  X.  Goulding,  J.  H.  Col- 
fier.  Theodore  Baker  and  Z.  P.  Cabanis.  The 
first  officers  were:  John  H.  Collier,  Xoble 
Grand;  B.  F.  Stephenson,  Vice  Grand;  Z.  P. 
Cabanis.  Secretary ;  and  Tliiiidoi'i"  Baker,  Treas- 
urer. The  lodge  continued  under  the  dis- 
jiensation  to  the  14th  of  October,  of  thi'  same 
year,  when  it  was  chartered,  and  for  the  first 
few  years  after  its  organization  it  prospered 
to  an  almost  un]ireccdented  degree,  but  the 
Civil  war  coming  on  and  other  ditficuities  being 
in  the  way.  its  memlHTship  waned  and  its  pros- 
pects became  very  dark.  During  its  first  year 
it  added  about  fifty  members.  How  discouraged 
they  must  have  been  when  in  18*>2  their  njcni- 
bershi]*  had  fallen  far  below  that  mark.  The 
few  remaining  members  became  so  discouraged 
that   they   even   contemplated   a   forfeiture   of 
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tlieir  chartiT,  and,  as  we  arc  told,  a  voto  was 
actually  taken  to  that  effeet,  Imt  failed  by  a 
very  siiial!  margin.  But  this  trial  aroused  the 
dormant  energies  of  the  lukewarm  and  they 
took  on  new  zoal  and  the  lodjje  revived  to  new 
life  and  power.  The  financial  difficulties  that 
bill  for  some  time  linrassed  them  were  over- 
come and  tiiey  started  again  on  the  upward 
course.  Since  that  time  the  lodge  has  known 
nothing  hut  prosperity.  To-day  it  is  a  strong 
and  wealthy  lodge.  Rebekah  Degree  T^dge, 
Xo.  92,  I.  0.  0.  F.,  was  instituted  May  5, 
isre,  and  reinstitnted  March  ;(,  187»,  with  a 
membership  of  sixteen.  This  lodge  has  passed 
through  a  varied  ex])erience  in  the  past  years, 
hut  has  survived  all  its  troubles  and  is  to-day 
in  a  very  prosperous  condition. 

Other  organizations  of  seen't  societies  are  to 
be  found  in  Petersburg,  but  as  they  are  mostly 
insurance  institutions  a  detail  of  their  history 
would  1>G  uninteresting  to  the  public. 

We  have  not  been  able  to  secure  the  history 
of  alt  the  lodges  of  Masons  and  Odd  Fellows 
in  the  county,  though  we  made  as  diligent  an 
effort  as  could  be  made  by  any  one.  If  this  his- 
tory in  this  respei't  is  imperfect  it  is  lioeause 
those  who  alone  could  gi\'e  the  needed  in- 
fonnation  were  too  indifferent  to  do  so.  A 
^lasonic  lodge  was  organized  in  Greenvicw  un- 
der a  dispensation.  May  Vi,  1870,  and  chartered 
at  the  following  session  of  the  Grand  Ixidge. 
This  is  Greenview  I/)dge,  Xo.  C53,  A.  F.  &  A. 
M.  TheehsrUT  members  were:  F.E.Wilson. 
W.  H.  Orites,  H.  K.  Rule,  Charles  Afterberry, 
W.  S.  Morce,  J.  A.  Rule,  Abner  Engle,  Jacob 
Pro])st.  Jr.,  Fred  Wilkinson.  M.  S.  Eby,  Wil- 
liam Houston,  U.  A.  Petrie,  Robert  Homback, 
Jacob  Killion,  John  Johnson,  F.  A.  Craig,  C.  R. 
Pierce.  R.  B.  Godhv,  A.  H.  Whitney  and  Hosoa 
Doekuni.  The  first  set  of  officers  of  this  lodge 
were:  F.  E.  Wilson,  Muster;  William  Critcs, 
Senior  Warden;  H.  K.  Rule,  .Tunior  Warden; 
Charles  Atterberry,  Treasurer;  W.  S.  5Iorse, 
Secretary;  John  A.  Rule,  Senior  Deacon;  F.  A. 
Craig,  Junior  Deacon;  and  Jacob  Propst, 
Tyler.  They  own  no  building  and  therefore 
hold  their  lodge  in  a  rented  hall.  The  lodge  is 
strong  and  prosperous. 

.\t  one  time  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows  had  u  lolenibly  strong  lodge  in  Grei'n- 


view.  but  for  some  cause  it  went  down  years 
ago. 

On  November  16,  1877.  Floral  Ixidge,  No. 
<)47,  ].  0.  0.  F.,  was  organized  under  dispensa- 
tion in  the  town  of  Athens.  .\  charter  was 
issued  from  the  Grand  Lodge  bearing  the  sig- 
natures of  John  Lake,  G.  M.,  and  X.  C.  Wason, 
G.  S..  in  October,  1878.  The  charter  menibera 
were :  C.  C.  Scott,  T.  B.  Turner.  Jacob  Boyd, 
Louis  Salzenstein,  Charles  Bair,  W.  C.  Fisk 
and  Julius  Kerst.  The  first  officers  were:  C. 
C.  Scott,  N.  G. ;  T.  R  Turner,  V.  G. ;  Jacob 
Boyd,  Secretar}' ;  and  Louis  Salzenstein.  Treas- 
urer. They  meet  each  week  and  are  a  prosper- 
ous lodge. 


BANKS  AND  BAXKIXG. 
The  first  hank  established  in  Menard  county 
was  opened  by  John  A.  Brahm,  of  Petersburg, 
and  William  G.  Greene,  of  Tallula,  in  18(55, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Brahm  &  Greene,  No 
more  popular  bank  was  to  be  found  in  central 
Illinois  and  it  did  a  very  prosperous  business 
for  a  niimber  of  years.  There  l)eing  but  one 
other  bank  in  the  county  for  a  eonaidorable 
time,  this  one  received  an  immense  patronage. 
After  a  number  of  years  Mr.  Greene  withdrew 
and  for  some  time  Mr.  Brahm  ran  it  alone. 
Mr.  Brahm  built  a  fine  stone  building  on  the 
west  side  of  the  square — steel  vault,  burglar 
and  fireproof,  time-lock,  a  de|)osit  vault  and 
all  the  modern  conveniences  and  improvements 
of  the  day.  He  did  a  successful  business  for 
some  time,  but  his  accommodating  nature  and 
sympathetic  disposition,  together  with  other  in- 
fluences, led  to  his  failure  in  188:i.  He  gave 
up  everything,  left  his  luxurious  home  and  in 
his  old  age  went  out  into  the  world  in  poverty. 
The  writer  can  not  refrain  from  saying  here 
that  as  sad  a  ."cene  as  he  ever  witnessed  in  his 
life  was  the  burial  of  John  A.  Brahm.  After 
his  failure  he  and  his  aged  wife  went  to  Chi- 
cago, where  some  of  their  children  resided,  and 
lived  theiT  till  his  death,  some  five  years  ago. 
His  remains  were  brought  to  Petersburg  for 
buriiil,  and  one  dull,  gloomy  morning,  aiwut 
nine  o'clock,  a  little  company  of  a  dozen  or  so 
peo)»le  stood  around  the  open  grave,  under  the 
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trw^  in  (Jaklantl  cemetery,  to  witness  the  iiiter- 
iiiL'iit.  Xo  display,  no  concourst'  of  peoplf,  no 
Ion;;  lino  of  carriages,  but  a  few  silent  niourn- 
t'rs,  a  brief  talk,  and  a  word  of  prayer,  and  bis 
body  TBP  lowered  into  ttie  grave,  the  earth 
sliovfled  in  and  all  was  over.  As  we  left  the 
cemetery  the  thought  came  to  the  writer :  Wiiat 
a  commentary  on  human  life  and  character! 
Here  is  a  man  who  did  more  for  Pettrsljurg 
and  Jlenard  county  than  any  other  man;  a  man 
who  accommodated  and  assitited  more  men  just 
starting  in  life  than  any  other  man;  a  man 
who  in  prosperity — while  he  had  moncy^was 
honored  and  looked  up  to ;  now,  when  bis  money 
is  gone,  and  he  is  brought  back  to  his  old  home 
to  be  buried,  a  handful  gather  around  his 
grave,  and  even  those  whom  he  had  befriended 
had  not  time  to  attend  the  burial  and  no  tears 
of  synipatliy  to  shed  at  the  grave.  Will  not  this 
ingratitude  bring  it.s  return  to  them,  or  to  their 
children? 

On  the  19th  of  September.  18«.'i.  this  bank 
was  organized  as  the  "First  National  Hank"  of 
Petersburg,  Illinois,  with  a  capital  of  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars.  Seven  years  later,  the  business  of 
the  concern  having  greatly  increasiil.  on  the 
19th  of  yepteniber,  1900,  the  capital  was  in- 
creased to  one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  This 
bank  does  all  kinds  of  banking  business  and  is 
now  more  pros[>erous  than  at  any  time  in  the 
[)asl.  The  officers  at  present  arc:  C.  B.  Lan- 
ing,  president;  John  Ticc  (deceased),  vice- 
president;  Samuel  H.  Rule,  cashier.  The  di- 
rectors are:  John  Tice  (deceasofl),  Samuel 
H.  Blane  (deceased),  C.  B.  Laning,  Charles 
Xiisbaum  and  Anson  Tliompson. 

The  next  Imnk  to  open  busintfis  in  Menard 
county  was  opened  in  Petersi>urg  tlie  same  year 
that  the  First  National  opened,  18fi5.  This  was 
0|K'ned  by  B.  and  D.  Frackelton.  This  is  a 
private  bank  and  is  regarde<l  as  one  among  the 
most  reliable  and  res|>onsEble  banks  of  the  state. 
It  has  always  c-ouinianded  its  full  share  of  the 
business  of  the  country  around  it.  .\  number 
of  years  ago  one  of  the  firm — Robert  Frackel- 
ton—dii'd  anil  the  business  was  curried  on  by 
the  other  niendier  of  the  (irm.  The  title  is  now 
D.  S,  Frackelton  &  Company.  The  members 
of  the  firm  are  D.  S..  C.  C.  and  D.  W.  Frackel- 
ton.   This  t)ank  is  doing  a  splendid  business  in 


c\ery  branch  and  is  jirompt  and  in  every  way 
reliable. 

Almut  18rt3  Charles  ('.  Scott  oiwued  a  private 
!>ank  in  tlie  town  of  .Vtbens  and  run  a  success- 
ful business  till  the  close  of  188'>.  On  the  1st 
<lay  of  January,  188(>,  Lee  Kineaid  bought  an 
interest  in  the  bank  and  it  was  run  under  the 
name  ot  Scott  &  Kineaid  till  the  close  of  that 
year,  when  5Ir.  Kineaid  l«iught  the  interest  of 
Mr.  Scott.  Since  that  time  Mr.  Kineaid  has 
run  the  business  alone,  doing  a  general  hank- 
ing business  to  the  full  satisfaction  of  the  pub- 
lic who  patroniiie  him.  The  bank,  being  located 
in  a  wealthy  community  and  where  two  large 
coal  shafts  are  located,  iias  a  large  and  paying 
patronage.  It  is  fully  ri-sponsible  in  every  re- 
spect. 

In  18TH  a  bank  was  opened  in  Oreenview  un- 
der the  firm  name  of  .\lkire  &  Company.  The 
firm  was  composed  of  J.  D.  Alkirc,  Milem 
Alkire  and  F.  V.  Alkire.  It  ran  till  the  fol- 
lowing year,  187(,  when  the  firm  was  changed 
to  Marlwld.  Alkire  &  Comiiany.  The  members 
of  this  firm  were  H.  II.  llarbold.  J.  1).  Alkire 
and  M.  M.  Engle.  This  firm  did  business  two 
years  and  in  1879  it  again  changed  to  Murbold 
&  Company.  This  firm  consisted  of  H.  II. 
Marhold  and  M.  M.  Kngle  and  did  business  till 
188.t,  when  it  was  succeeded  by  H.  H.  Marbold, 
who  has  since  continued  the  business.  Thus  for 
over  twenty-one  years  Mr.  Marbold  has  con- 
tinued this  business  alone.  Perhaps  there  is 
but  one  bank  in  the  county  which  does  more 
business  than  this.  Located  in  the  midst  of  an 
agricultural  country  that  is  surpassed  by  no 
section  in  or  out  of  the  state  in  the  production 
of  stock  and  grain,  it  would  indeed  be  strange 
if  the  business  was  not  a  success.  Mr.  Mar- 
bold is  one  of  the  most  successful  farmers  and 
stock-rui-  r--  m  untral  IlhnM'-  and  Ix^ide  this 
he  is  equally  successful  m  general  busm  ■■-■ 
having  the  unlimittd  onfidencc  of  the  entire 
community  and  as  a  result  hn,  banking  bu--i 
iKss  is  a  success 

On  the  1st  of  Jun  1004  H  H  Sehirding 
&  Son  o|Rned  a  prnat  i  ink  m  P(.ti.rHburg 
making  the  third  bank  in  the  plaet  The  stand 
ing  of  the  Messrs  S  hirlinj^  financialh  eo 
cially  and  e\cn  other  wa>  puts  thi  hucces-i  of 
this  enttrprise  beyond  a  perad\<ntiire     Their 
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tiu.siness  ability  anA  financial  standing  arc  eiicli 
as  to  insure  universal  contidcnc-c. 

\Vi'  havr  not  bwn  ablo  to  ficoure  the  data 
necessary  to  give  a  full  history  of  banking  in 
Tallula.  From  the  l>cpt  tliat  we  can  learn,  the 
first  bank  o|)ened  Jn  that  i)lace  was  that  of  Wil- 
son &  Oreene,  wliicli  was  opened  some  years  ago. 
The  firm  eonpisted  of  Dr.  Wilson,  a  wealthy 
and  prominent  citizen  of  that  plaee,  and  the 
late  William  (1.  Oreene  with  whose  life  history 
all  are  familiar.  Mr.  Oreene,  when  bnt  a  hoy, 
was  in  business  in  \ew  Salem  with  Abraham 
Lincoln.  He  died  s<'veral  years  ago  in  Tallula, 
«h:re  he  bad  lived  more  than  half  a  century. 
The  present  Tallula  Bank  is  owned  by  the  son 
and  grandson  of  William  G.  Oreene.  and  the 
title  is  Oreene  &  Qri'ene.  Tt  is  one  of  the 
strong  and  reliable  banks  of  Menard  county. 
T-ocatcd  in  one  of  the  most  wealthy  farming 
localities  in  central  llHnoig  and  the  firm  having 
a  wide  nc(|uaintance  in  adjoining  counties,  it 
is  but  natural  that  they  shoidd  receive  a  larire 
and  |»rofitable  patronage. 

Thus  it  will  Ik"  seen  that  there  arc  no  bss 
than  six  hanks  doing  bnsiijes,i  in  the  county, 
and  each  one  is  doing  a  large  and  lucrative 
business.  This  is.  to  some  degree,  an  index 
(o  the  commercial  enterprise  and  activity  of 
the  |)eoplc.  .\  county  that  is  not  more  than 
twenty  miles  square  and  one  whose  people  arc 
nearly  exehisively  an  agricultural  people  who 
can  sup|)ort  six  large  banks,  is  one  certainly 
possissi'd  of  remarkable  resources. 


CRMETERIKS. 

IVniAN"    POINT    CKMKTBRT. 

Indian  Point  has  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
and  neatly  kept  cemeteries  in  central  Illinois. 
Located  in  one  of  the  wealthiest  and  most  ad- 
vanced communities  of  the  state  and  on  a  site 
tlial  nature  certainly  designed  as  a  resting 
plaee  for  the  dead,  it  inc<'ts  every  requirement 
for  the  purpose  to  which  it  is  devoted.  Before 
the  stream  of  immigration  had  set  into  this 
country  and  it  was  yet  a  wild,  a  company  of 
goveiument  surveyors,  passing  through  that  vi- 
cinity, chanced  to  eainp  over  night  on  this  very 
spot  of  ground.     The  next  morning,  when  they 


were  about  to  break  camp,  the  leader  of  the 
eomi>any,  then  in  perfect  health,  said:  "Boys, 
if  I  should  die  anywhere  in  this  section  of  the 
country,  I  want  you  to  bury  nie  on  this  very 
spot  of  ground.'"  They  moved  on  toward  the 
mouth  of  Salt  crwk,  where  s<mie  work  was  to 
l>c  done,  and  in  a  week  or  two  this  leader  was 
taken  sick.  It  was  not  thought  to  Ih;  serious 
at  the  first,  liut  he  gradually  grew  worse  and  in 
a  short  time  he  died.  His  companions,  romim- 
bering  his  recjuest,  brought  his  Itody  liaek  and 
buried  it  on  the  8|H)t  of  ground  that  he  had 
thus  s^'leeted.  This  was  the  first  grave  in  this 
ccitietcry  and  it  may  he  seen  in  the  nortliw<'st 
corner  of  the  grounds.  This  cemetery  is  duly 
incorporated;  has  all  the  necessary  officers;  an 
exc.'llent  system  of  by-laws,  and  already  baa 
ijuitc  a  large  sinking  fund  laid  by.  They  have 
a  sexton,  employed  by  the  year,  who  lives  in  a 
neat  cottage  on  the  grounds  belonging  to  the 
cemetery.  In  the  cottage  is  a  room,  or  parlor. 
which  is  arranged  as  a  waiting-room  for  the 
accommodation  of  mourners  and  their  friends 
at  time  of  funerals.  The  grounds  are  l:eaiiti- 
fully  ke]»l  and  quite  a  numlwr  of  l)eautirul  and 
c:istiy  monuments  adorn  the  place.  Such  a 
cemetery  is  an  honor  to  any  comnuinity,  and 
the  thought  that  our  loved  ones  repose  in  a 
[lace  M  lovely  softens  the  sting  of  liidding  them 
good-bye.  Many  pioneers  who  aided  in  nuiking 
this  country  what  it  is  sleep  undisturbed  in 
these  quiet  grounds. 

O.iKL.VXn  CKMKTERY. 

Oakland  was  organized  and  incorjiorated  in 
ISiS  under  the  enterprising  and  cfficienl  lead 
of  D.  M.  Hone,  now  of  Kansas  City,  Mo.  It  is 
located  one  mile  sjiuthwest  of  Petersburg,  on 
a  tract  of  land  perfectly  adapted  to  the  pur- 
[)osc,  a  part  of  the  ground  licing  level  and  a 
part  formed  of  romantic  hills,  covered  with  a 
growth  of  most  beautiful  fon-st  trees.  It  is 
governed  under  a  most  perfect  system  of  by- 
laws, regulating  the  most  minute  detail  in  its 
management :  it  was  laid  off  iiy  one  of  the 
most  noted  artists  in  bis  line  in  the  country, 
he  having  planned  some  of  the  finest  parks  and 
cemeteries  in  the  large  cities  of  the  east.  It 
already  has  a  substantial  sinking  fund  laid 
by :  it  is  tastefully  kept  and  is  already  adorned 
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l)v  a  niiiiii)er  of  i-oslly  iiioniiiiR'nts.  Maiiv  of 
onr  promint'nt  t-itizeiw  rt'iKwc  there.  There. 
amimg  the  tenaiitg  of  thiii  "silent  city."  arc  tlic 
remains  of  LincoinV  fiancee,  the  "Beautiful 
Anna  Itutledjie "  Several  years  hj;o  licr  rc- 
iiiani-  «eri'  remove*!  from  Hic  t'om-onl  ceiiie- 
ten  U\  Samuil  Montgouicry  to  Oaklaml  and 
biinwl  in  a  heautiful  lot  in  the  southwest  part 
of  tlu  groumi'-  Slie  lies  tt|iart  from  all  other 
^rra^e*  tlie  onh  mark  to  tell  the  spot  is  a 
roujrli.  {iniy  jrra"ite,  glacial  iMiulilcr,  with  the 
simple  wonlfi  "Ann  Hiitli-iljre"  cut  ilccji  in  the 
siiiid  rock.  Twenty  miles  from  her  grave,  us 
tlie  hir<l  fJies.  rises  the  ninety-thousand-dollar 
shaft  aliove  the  ashes  of  President  IJucoln,  Imt 
if  hii-  words  to  William  H.  Herndon  are  true. 
while  his  bones  rf[>ose  under  the  proud  mau- 
soleum in  Oak  Hidiie,  his  heart  rests  under  the 
rou^h  iiouldcr  in  quiet  Oakland. 

Oakland  is  destined,  in  time,  to  Iw  one  of  the 
most  lieautiful  and  ]>opular  cemeteries  in  the 
county. 

ATHKNS*    CKMCTKRWSi. 

.Vthens  has  two  cemeteries :  the  Athens  ceme- 
tery and  the  Tlall  eemerery.  The  latter  was 
donated  by  Mr.  Abram  Ilall.  a  public-spirited 
and  lenevolcnt  citizen  of  that  vicinity.  Both 
of  these  are  well  kept  and  si»eak  well  for  the 
community. 

TALI.UI..V  CKMICTEHY. 

Of  the  incoriioiitted  criTietcries  of  the  county, 
uoiu'  are  more  heautiful  or  better  kept  than  tiiat 
of  Tallula.  Reinft  in  a  wealthy,  reline<l  and 
Christian  community,  we  i-ould  expect  nothing 
else.  In  this  sacred  s|>ot  re|iose  the  remains  of 
many  of  the  men  and  women,  who  by  their 
foresi;;ht.  industry  and  (rononiy  wrought  out 
the  rich  inheritance  that  we  enjoy  to-day. 
Beautiful  monuments  tell  where  they  lie,  but 
monumenls  more  enduring  than  granite,  brass 
or  lironze  in  the  living  tablets  of  loving  and 
grateful  hearts  tell  of  their  works  of  love. 

SWEKTWATBIl  rKMETKUY. 

Sweetwater  cemetery  was  improve*],  enlarged 
and  incor])orated  a  number  of  years  ago,  but 
the  writer  was  unable  to  get  the  data  to  give 
an  extended  or  particular  account  of  it.  Tt  is 
a  heautiful  locality,  is  well  kept  and  is  beauti- 
fied with  manv  costlv  monuments. 


OTUKIl   CKMKTKJtlKS. 

Irish  (Jrove,  Fanuers  I'oint,  Hoek  Creek, 
Oakford,  Lebanon  and  Jliirniy  are  all  large 
and  nicely  located  cenu'tiTies.  iiut  we  have  not 
the  data  lo  give  an  e.tteiided  account  of  any  of 
them.  It  is  but  just,  however,  to  say.  in  jiass- 
ing,  that  the  Murray  cemetery  has  some  as 
cosily  monuments  as  any  of  the  country  ceme- 
leries  of  the  county. 

There  are  some  of  the  iild  ■iiurying-grounds" 
tluit  are  very  much  neglected,  for  example,  the 
old  llornback  graveyard,  near  Lebanon,  and 
some  others.  The  Shipley  graveyard,  at  the 
Shipley  sehoolhouse,  is  one  of  the  old  places  of 
interment.  There  are  also  a  number  of  fam- 
ily burying-grounds  in  the  county,  as  that  at 
(ieorgc  Kerhy's.  at  Hashis  and  other  places. 
On  Ihc  old  Smedley  farm,  two  .ir  three  miles 
jioithwest  of  Tallula,  is  a  large  number  of 
graves  in  gniund  that  is  not  eared  for  at  all. 
Last  Oi'tober  the  writer  vi.*ited  this  neglected 
home  {)f  the  dead.  Crawling  under  the  tangle 
of  brush  and  vines,  which  was  almost  impene- 
trable, he  found  au  ancient  marble  slab  with 
this  inscription:  "Christojihcr  Smedley;  Uirn 
December  i't.  1738;  died  June  28,  IS.'ili."  Tie 
WHS  the  grandfather  of  John  Smedley,  of  Cass 
county.  He  was  Iwrn  in  Kngland  and  when  he 
reached  manhood  ho  entered  the  British  navy 
and  served  the  country  for  several  years.  In 
the  battle  fought  between  Commodon-  Itodney, 
of  the  British  navy,  and  Commodore  Detiras,  of 
the  French  navy,  he  lost  his  left  leg  by  a  can- 
lum  shot,  and,  of  couri^e,  was  obliged  to  leave 
the  navy.  Later  he  eame  lo  .America,  and 
coming  to  Illinois  he  entered  the  laud  whereon 
he  died.  He  died  at  the  great  age  of  one  hun- 
dred and  eleven  years,  six  months  and  three 
days. 

The  neglect  of  these  burying  places  is  a 
wrong  that  should  in  some  way  be  remedied. 
In  these  lone  and  neglected  graves  lie  the  ri'- 
mains  of  some  of  our  most  worthy  dead.  Men 
and  women  who  wen'  loved  and  honored  while 
they  livitl  and  who  performed  a  most  inijior- 
tant.part  in  the  .ievelopmeut  of  this  country, 
sleep  in  these  forgotten  graves,  wherein  a  few 
years  the  plowshare  will  crash  through  the  s<iil 
above  them  and  yellow  harvests  will  \io  reaped 
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over  where  they  lie  Hiid  l>e  gathered  in  with 
shout  and  song.  This  shaitiofu!  di'seeration  can 
only  be  avoided  hy  renioving  tlie  remains  to  a 
cemetery  where  they  will  he  jirotected  and  cared 
for.  If  the  descendants  and  friends  of  these 
])ioneers  will  not  attend  to  this,  it  slionld  be 
taken  in  hand  by  the  aiitliorities  and  done  at 
the  expense  of  the  public. 


STEAMBOATS. 


Tlie  location  of  Menard  county  beinfj  so  re- 
mote from  the  larfje  rivers,  the  roads  very  poor, 
or  in  most  places  not  o[>ened  at  all,  and  rail- 
road transportation  heinp  then  unknown,  it  is 
not  to  be  wondered  at  if  the  early  settlers  did 
seriously  and  anxiously  consider  the  navigation 
of  the  Sangamon  river.  It  is  necessary  for  tbo 
reader  to  take  into  consideration  a  number  of 
facts:  the  forests  Iwing  then  iindistnrbed.  the 
ground  untranipled  by  thousands  of  stock,  the 
flat  prairicii  unplowed  and  undraincd,  it  fol- 
lows, of  course,  that  the  average  amount  of 
water  flowing  in  our  creeks  and  rivers  was  at 
least  onivthird  or  one-half  more  than  flows  in 
them  at  the  jiresent  time,  for  there  l)cing  more 
vegetation  then  than  now  and  the  timber  be- 
ing then  undestroyed,  there  was  a  much  great- 
er rainfall  than  there  is  in  later  years.  Also 
rbe  ground  being  then  nntrampled  and  loose, 
the  water  fmm  all  the  rain  and  snow  sank  di- 
rectly into  the  earth,  thus  forming  jKTmanent 
springs  which  flowed  the  year  round,  feeding 
the  water  courses  everywhere  with  an  abimdnnt 
supply.  But  as  it  is  now  the  ease  is  very  dif- 
ferent: the  ground  is  trampled  bard  beneath 
the  hoofs  of  thousands  of  stock,  so  that  the 
water  that  fails  instead  of  sinking  into  the 
ground  runs  off  at  once.  As  a  result  of  this 
we  now  have  greater  anil  more  sudden  freshets 
and  then  !<iwcr  waters  than  we  had  in  earlier 
days.  The  markets  then  were  far  away,  located 
on  the  navigaiilc  rivers;  the  roads  wei-c  un- 
o|>eneil.  and  owing  to  the  natural  condition  of 
the  country  there  were  many  places  where  it 
would  have  been  iin|M)ssil>lc  to  construct  passa- 
ble roads;  and  the  .slow  o.\-teams  being  almost 
tlie  sole  means  of  transportation,  it  is  not  to 
lie  wondered  at  that  th<^  jieoplc  were  intensely 


anxious  to  find  some  means  of  reaching  the 
older  and  more  important  settlements.  Con- 
sequently they  grasjK'd  most  eagerly  at  the 
scheme  propowd,  and  would  have  grasped  at 
one  even  nion-  chimerical  than  this.  Beside  alt 
this,  the  rivers,  as  said  above,  bad  a  much 
greater  flow  of  wat«r  then  than  they  do  now, 
and  the  belief  was  then  almost  universal  that 
they  would  become  practical  and  profitable  ave- 
nues of  commerce  to  all  the  land. 

Walking  along  the  hanks  of  "The  Raging 
Sangamo"  in  the  fall  of  the  year  es|>ceially,  one 
would  hardly  think  that  any  one  would  ever 
have  thought  of  it  iieing  a  navigable  stream. 
Nor  when  we  look  at  ('lar>'s  creek  or  Indian 
creek  we  woidd  never  dream  that  they  had 
once  driven  water-mills  for  nine  months  of 
the  year,  yet  such  is  the  fact.  In  the  early- 
settlement  of  this  country  these  streams  carried 
almost  double  the  amount  of  water  that  flows 
in  them  now.  As  early  as  the  year  1S;12,  V, 
A.  Bogue,  of  Springfield,  conceived  the  idea 
of  navigating  the  Sangamon  with  a  stcamlxiat. 
Aliout  that  time  some  visionary  poet  said: 
"And  we  will  make  our  Sangamo, 
Outshine,  in  verse,  the  river  Po." 
^Ir.  Bogue  threw  his  whole  energy  into  the 
enterprise  and  the  citizens  of  Springfield  gave 
him  their  most  lu'arty  support.  In  a  letter 
to  the  public  Mr.  Bogue  said,  among  other 
things:  "I  shall  deliver  freight  from  St. 
Ijduis.  at  the  landing  on  Sangamo  river,  o]>i>o- 
site  the  town  of  Springfield,  for  thirty-seven 
and  a  half  cents  per  hundred  |>oun(ts."  The 
Sjiringfidd  Journal  of  Fei)ruary  lli,  1833,  con- 
tained the  following  paragraph:  "We  find  the 
following  adVertisenu'nt  in  the  Cincinnati  (Ja- 
zette  of  the  lOtb  ult.  We  hope  such  notices 
wil!  soon  cease  to  be  siieh  novelties.  We  seri- 
ously believe  that  the  Sangamo  river  can  l>e 
made  a  navigable  stream  for  steamboats  for 
several  months  in  the  year.  Here  is  the  adver- 
tisement: 'For  Sangamo  River,  Illinois — The 
splendid  upjK'r-cahin  steamer  Talisman,  J.  M. 
Pollock,  master,  will  leave  for  Portland,  Spring- 
field, on  the  Sangamo  river,  and  all  interm<'- 
diatc  ports  and  landings,  say  Beardstown. 
N'apies.  St.  I»uis.  Louisville,  on  TImrsday. 
Feliruary  2.     For  freight  or  passage  apply  to 
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t'ajitaJn  YincL'nt  A.  Bogue,  at  the  Broadway 
Hotel,  or  to  Allison  Oweu,'"  The  Talisman 
was  a  vessc'i  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons  bur- 
then, and  slie  landed  at  Portland,  on  the  23d 
of  March,  IS'i'i.  Portland  was  the  town  on  the 
south  side  of  the  Sanganion,  situated  hetwceii 
where  the  bridges  of  the  Chicago  &  Alton  and 
Uihnan  &  ('linton  Railroads  now  are.  The 
Talisman  was  unable  to  turn  around,  and  so 
after  a  time  it  backed  down  the  river,  ni'ver 
to  return,  for,  getting  as  far  as  Ht.  Louis  by 
the  latter  part  of  A|>ril,  that  same  spring,  right 
opjwsite  that  city  she  burned  to  the  water's 
edge.  In  an  early  day  a  subscription  was 
raised  among  tlic  business  men  of  Petersburg  to 
clear  the  Saugamo  of  drifts,  etc.,  in  order  to 
render  it  navigable  for  small  steamboats.  In 
this  way  five  thousand  dollars  was  raisc<l,  but 
the  enterprise  finally  failed.  About  the  20th 
of  April,  18.5:i,  a  small  steamboat,  the  Wave, 
or  Ocean  Wave,  commanded  by  Captain  Mon- 
roe, landed  at  Petersburg  but  she  never  went 
further  up  the  river,  nor  down  it.  for  that  mat- 
ter. Captain  Monroe  supposed  the  distance 
from  Petersburg  to  the  mouth  of  the  Sanga- 
mon was  about  ninety  miles.  He  was  firmly 
of  the  o])inion  that  a  comparatively  small  ex- 
jtendituie  would  render  the  river  a  profitably 
uavigal)le  stream.  So  little  conception  did 
the  early  settlers  have  of  the  effect  of  culti- 
vating the  land,  cutting  out  the  timber,  on  the 
rivers  and  streams  that  they  were  led  into 
this  absurd  opinion.  The  "Wave"  waited  for 
a  long  time  for  a  rise  in  the  waters  of  the  San- 
gamon but  the  wished-for  never  came  and 
finally  the  proud  conqueror  of  the  "raging  San- 
gamo"  was  forced  to  succumb,  not  to  its  rag- 
ing floods  but  to  its  logs  and  sandiiars  and  was 
dismantled  here,  and  its  gorgeous  trimmings 
were  used  to  decorate  the  dwellings  oC  the 
citizens  nf  Petersburg.  Thus  enfled  forever 
the  effort  to  navigate  the  Sangamon  river. 
Some  old  citizens,  however,  aver  that  another — 
a  third — steamboat  came  up  the  Sangamon  aw 
far  as  Petersburg,  while  others  just  as  strongly 
<1eny  it.  If  sueh  a  craft  ever  grated  its  keel 
over  the  sands  of  the  Petersburg  "wharf"  its 
name  was  never  known  to  the  good  people  of 
the  village  or  has  been  entirely  forgotten.  It 
is  true  that  the  citizens  pent   Major  Hill   to 


Cincinnati  and  had  a  boat  built  expressly  "for 
Sangamon  river  ports."  It  is  doubtless  true 
that  the  boat  wan  built  and  started  to  this 
"IHirt,"  but  it  never  reached  its  intended  des- 
tination. But  other  old  citizens  unequivocally 
assiTt  that  it  made  the  voyage  to  Petersburg 
imt  it  was  too  large  for  this  river  and  after  a 
little  while  it  was  sunk  in  the  depths  of  "The 
raging  Sanganio."  They  even  go  so  far  as 
to  name  the  buildings  which  wen'  adorned  with 
the  windows,  doors,  and  other  parts  of  the  dis- 
mantled steamer.  So  the  facts  in  the  ease 
are  lost  in  the  oblivion  of  t!ie  forgotten  past. 
So  nuich  for  '".Vavigation." 


RAILROADS. 

There  are  three  railrojids  that  enter  Menard 
county.  Two  of  them  run  almost  through  its 
c-euter,  while  the  other  barely  enters  the  ccmn- 
ty  on  its  eastern  Imrder,  The  Jacksonville  di- 
vision of  the  Chicago,  Alton  &  St.  I^uis  runs 
through  the  county  from  the  northeast  corner 
to  near  the  southwest  corner:  and  the  Chicago, 
Peoria  &  St.  Louis  rinis  almost  centrally 
through  the  county  from  north  to  south.  These 
two  lines  cross  in  Petersburg.  In  an  early 
day  the  navigation  nf  the  Sangamon  river  was 
seriously  considered,  and  some  attempts  made, 
as  the  reader  may  see  in  anotht^r  chapter,  but 
when  this  was  proven  to  be  a  failure  another 
scheme  was  proposed.  That  selieme  was  to 
open  a  eanal  from  Reardstown  to  Pei'atur,  by 
way  of  the  Illinois  and  Sangamon  rivers.  The 
legislature  in  its  session  of  1834-5  actually 
granted  a  charter  to  this  enterprise.  The  next 
spring  a  careful  survey  was  made  of  the  route, 
iiut  after  the  expenditure  of  a  vast  amount  of 
gas  and  calculation  and  suggestion,  the  scheme 
was  abandoned:  but  the  popular  mind  was  all 
excitement  on  the  subject  of  trans|>ortfltion. 
So  in  Iti'fi  the  legislature  granted  a  charter 
to  the  "Springfield  &  Xorthwestern  Railway 
Comjiany"'  to  build  a  road  from  S|)ringfield 
to  Kock  Island,  and  the  route  was  surveyed 
crossing  Menard  eonnty  just  as  the  Chicago, 
Peoria  &  St.  Ltmis  has  since  been  built.  This 
enterprise  was  pushed  so  far  that  Menard 
county  voted  fifty  thousand  dollars, to  aid  ini 
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its  foiistriic'tiiHi,  Tin-  [H'opie  wure  so  entliusi- 
astii-  Unit  tiicv  thoiijjlit  that  it  foiild  not  fail 
and  thi'v  wuit  so  far  as  to  colloct  a  small  per 
cpnt  of  tbc  inoiK'v  voted  to  pay  for  the  survey. 
But  it  is  true  that 

"The  licst  laid  sclu'iues  <>'  mice  an'  man 
flan^  aft  agloy," 
and  tlie  enterprise  wont  up.  The  people  of 
this  eniinty.  after  this  failure.  iM-eame  almost 
iles|M)ndent,  hut  in  IH.')!!  a  new  enterprise  was 
proposed  wlneli  aroused  tliem  to  action,  and 
tlieir  hopes  revived.  The  scheme  was  the  builii- 
inj;  of  a  railn>ad  from  Jaeksonville  to  Tonica, 
in  I.a  Salle  eounty,  to  intersect  the  Hennepin 
&  Streator  road.  Tonica  is  a  village  on  the 
last  named  road,  nine  miles  from  the  town 
of  I.a  Salle.  As  this  road  was  to  ]>fles  thronph 
IVtersliurg  the  people  of  the  county  liecame 
wild  with  enthusiasm.  The  county  as  a  cor- 
[Kirate  IhkIv  voted  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars' stwk.  and  thirty  thousand  dollars'  gtocK 
was  suliscril)ed  hy  individuals.  .\  charter  was 
jiranted  the  " Petersburjr  &  Tonica  RfliIro«d," 
and  Hie  stdisvriptions  were  legalized.  Hon. 
Hiehfud  Vatis  was  made  presiilent,  and  John 
Bennett  and  Hon.  William  0.  (ireene,  both  of 
Slenard  eounty.  were  made  directors.  Work 
was  s(«in  hepun  on  both  extremes  and  a  great 
amount  of  gradinp;  was  done,  bnl  in  spite  of 
the  zeal  of  the  people  siibseriptions  ran  .short 
and  the  work  came  to  a  tlead  stop.  About  this 
time  Mr,  Yates  resigned  and  W.  G.  Greene 
WHS  made  president  and  Hon.  W.  T.  Beeknian 
was  nmde  a  director  and  su[HTintendent  of 
the  road.  By  almost  su|KThnman  efforts  funds 
were  raised  anil  the  road  was  eom|»leted  from 
Jacksonville  to  Petersburg,  a  distance  of  twen- 
ty-eight miles,  and  in  the  fall  of  18(11  the 
whistle  WHS  heard  for  the  first  time  in  I'eters- 
Imrg.  Milt<m  Moore  was  the  first  agent  in 
I'eteriibnrg  and  William  Baeon,  the  very  prince 
of  eimductors,  had  charge  of  the  first  train. 
Many  were  the  anecdotes  lold  of  the  speed 
of  this  lirst  train.  There  being  one  train,  and 
the  time-table  niiuiring  the  round  trip  every 
twenty-four  hours,  of  course  the  train  miiKl  run. 
Kifty-si\  nules  in  twenty  four  hoursl  Think 
of  it:  They  slill  tell  of  the  train  waiting  for 
a   farmer  to  shell    u  -'grist"  of  corn    l<>    take 


to  mill,  and  of  the  conductor's  strictness  in 
carrying  out  the  time  tai>le;  so  strict  that  he 
helped  shell  the  corn.  Of  the  lady  who  had 
eleven  eggs  to  send  to  market  on  tire  train,  and 
of  J[r.  Bacon  waiting  for  the  hen  to  lay  the 
other  egg,  but  they  do  not  say  that  he  hurried 
the  hen.  One  thing  is  snre;  that  is  that  Mr. 
liac-on  was  always  a  gentleman,  .\boiit  the 
close  of  the  war  the  Chicago,  Alton  &  St.  Tj)uis 
road  pro|)osed  to  take  this  Tonica  road  and 
finish  it  to  Blooniington  and  to  Godfrey.  This 
was  aecepte<l  and  the  road  was  built  on  the 
old  grade  as  far  as  !>elavan  in  Tazewell  county 
and  thenee  directly  to  Bloomington,  intersect- 
ing the  main  line  at  that  place.  Some  years 
later  the  Kansas  City  branch  was  built  from 
Boodhouse  to  that  city.  The  Jacksonville  divi- 
sion was  finished  in  18C7. 

In  1852  the  charter  was  granted  to  the 
Springfield  &  Northwestern  company  to  build 
a  road  from  Springfield  to  Rock  Island.  Aft- 
er this  charter  had  lain  dead  for  seventeen 
years,  it  was  revived  by  the  legislature,  in 
lUBi),  to  a  new  company,  however,  allowing  them 
to  <'Oustruct  a  road  on  the  old  sur>Ty.  Menard 
coimty  voted  one  hundred  thousand  dollars 
stock  in  this  road  and  the  town  of  Petersburg 
voted  fifteen  thousand  dollars.  There  was  a 
vast  deal  of  trouide  over  these  town  Iwnds,  as 
it  went  into  the  courts  and  created  no  end  of 
personal  bad  fi'cling,  and  as  the  courts  settled 
it  the  iiest  thing  to  do  is  to  let  it  lie  in  the 
oblivion  of  forget fulnes.*. 

In  the  latter  |)art  of  ISTO  work  began  on  the 
line  at  Havana  luit  it  progressed  very  slowly. 
During  the  year  1871  it  was  completed  across 
Mason  county  and  a  few  miles  into  Mcnanl. 
In  1872  the  cars  began  to  run  as  far  an  from 
Havana  to  Petersburg.  By  late  autumn  in 
IH7;i  tiie  road  was  finished  all  the  way  to  Can- 
trail,  a  distance  of  no  less  than  thirteen  miles 
from  Petersburg!  Here  another  much  nee<led 
rest  was  taken  and  after  recuperation  from 
the  arduous  summer's  work  it  was  at  last  com- 
pleted in  l«7i.  It  is  now  the  Chicago,  Peoria 
&  St.  T^uis  Railroad,  with  a  firstelass  roadl>ed, 
nuLubiT  (me  rolling  stock,  and  is  doing  a  splen- 
did business. 

The  Peoria  &  S|iringtield  road  was  built  by 
lie  Peoria  &  Northern  Railroad  Companv  and 
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was  coni[)leted  in  18!)H,  tlio  first  tiirgugli  train 
running  in  Kay  of  that  ytiar.  The  right  of 
way  was  paid  for  iiherally  and  swured  with- 
out litigation  or  trouble  of  any  kind.  This 
road  runs  through  tlie  eawt  edge  of  Menard 
c-oiiiily,  not  lieing  inorf  than  a  mile  from  the 
east  line  at  any  poini,  and  oniy  runs  in  the 
county  for  a  distance  of  five  and  a  half  miles. 
There  are  two  stationii  in  tlie  county,  however, 
Croft  anil  Faney  I'rairie.  This  is  one  of  the 
U'st  huill  an<l  eijiiipped  road^  in  the  i^tate,  and 
it  does  an  immense  freight  and  passenger  busi- 
ness, espeeially  for  as  short  a  line  as  it  is. 
Two  or  three  years  after  it  was  finished  it 
was  sold  to  the  Chicago,  Alton  A  St.  I.ouis 
llaiiroad  t'ompaiiy,  and  has  sinee  iiecn  run  as 
a  part  of  that  system.  .\nd  it  is  a  very  im- 
poitant  [lart  of  that  system,  for  two  reasons, 
first,  IjM'ause  it  connects  the  im|K)rtant  cities, 
Springfield  and  I'eoria,  it  being-  sonietimes 
called  the  Ptoria  &  Springfield  Short  Line;  and 
.•^'<■ond,  because  it  eonnirts  the  two  branches  of 
the  Chica>;o,  Alton  &  St.  I.ouis  Uailway.  name- 
ly the'  main  line  at  Springfield,  and  the  Jack- 
sonvilh'  division  at  San  Jose.  This  road  runs 
(hrough  one  of  the  finest  agricnltnral  sections 
of  c-ountry  in  the  state  of  Illinois  and  it  has 
proved  one  of  the  greatest  iMions  to  a  largo 
section  of  country  that  could  have  been  given 
to  a  peo]ile.  Thus  it  is  seen  that  Menard  coun- 
ty is  amply  supplied  with  railroad  facilities 
for  the  shipment  of  its  products  and  for  the 
convenienc*'  of  travel,  hut  the  [K'oplc  are  not 
yet  satisfied  anil  still  clamor  for  more,  but 
when  the  intcrurban  is  built  from  Springfield 
to  Beardstown  and  running  through  Pefersbnrg 
will  thev  lie  satisfied  then? 


CIMMK  I\  MKXAKD  OHXTV  (No.  1). 

Kdward  llibbon  said;  "History  is  little 
more  than  the  register  of  the  crimes,  follies 
and  misfortunes  of  mankind."  And  Washing- 
ton Irving  says:  "History  is  but  a  kind  of 
Newgate  calendar,  a  register  of  the  crimes  and 
miseries  that  man  has  inflicted  on  his  fellow- 
man.-'  Take  the  record  of  crime  out  of  the 
annals  of  the  world  and  there  would  he  but  a 


Very  brief  paragraph  left.  For  nearly  all  of 
history  is  the  record  of  war  and  intrigue,  and 
surely  these  are  crimes.  Some  one  has  said: 
"One  murder  make:^  a  villain;  millions,  a  hiro; 
numbers  sanctify  the  crime."  It  lienimes  now 
my  duty  to  neord  some  of  the  murders  com- 
mitted in  the  territory  uC  what  is  now  Mcnaid 
county. 

There  has  been  a  large  number  of  crimes 
committed  in  this  couiity  but  only  one  execu- 
tion has  ever  taki'n  place.  The  murder  of 
Mrs.  VanNoy,  by  her  husliand  (sw  aeeoiint  in 
another  place)  was  tli<'  first  murder  on  the 
soil  of  -Menard,  for  it  was  while  this  county 
was  still  a  part  of  Sangamon  county,  .\niong 
the  most  hearties.-!  crimes  that  have  disgraird 
the  county  were  the  following:  Watkins.  shot 
through  his  window  while  holding  his  infant 
child  in  his  lap;  Kolurt  Carter,  of  Mason  City, 
murdered  in  .Athens  and  sunk  in  an  unused 
well  and  found  a  month  after;  and  the  murder 
of  Mrs.  Charles  Houlden,  by  her  husband.  Be- 
side these  there  have  been  a  nunilnT  of  kill- 
ings in  the  county.  Three  or  four  at  .-Vthcns; 
three  at  Oakford,  two  at  Tallula.  one  at  Cur- 
tis and  three  or  four  at  Petersburg. 

In  March.  1HS;(.  the  Wly  of  a  young  lady. 
Miss  Missouri  Bums,  was  found,  in  the  early 
morning,  lying  in  an  unused  street,  with  the 
throat  cut  and  other  ovidenecs  of  a  foul  ami 
hcuions  nmrder.  The  IkkIv  had  been  hauled 
there  in  a  hnggy  and  dumped  out  in  the  street. 
Kvidcnce  pointed  to  one  Carpenter,  a  grain 
dealer  and  prominent  citizen,  as  the  murderer. 
By  a  change  of  venue  the  case  came  to  Menard 
cimnty  for  trial  and  on  the  morning  of  the 
1-v'lh  of  March.  18K4.  the  jury  brought  in  a 
verdict  of  not  guilty.  Joe  Sutton,  living  six 
miles  south  of  I'etersburg,  on  bis  way  home 
was  hailed  by  Ciiarles  Houlden,  who  imjuired 
what  the  verdict  in  the  Houlden  case  was.  He- 
eeiviiig  the  answer,  he  went  back  to  his  house, 
which  stood  some  fifteen  rods  from  the  road. 
Tills  was  about  sunset.  Soon  after  this,  scream- 
ing was  heard  by  neighlwrs  at  the  Houlden 
home,  and  on  their  arrival  there  they  found 
Mrs.  Houlden  lying  with  her  head  hanging  over 
the  doorsill.  her  throat  cut  from  ear  to  ear, 
fifteen  or  twenty  knifc-stalis  in  herjiody.  her 
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lu'Hil  crushed  witli  an  a.\,  and  tlie  body  terribly 
bruisfd  by  tlie  boothet'ls  of  her  murderer.  As 
there  was  no  question  as  to  wlio  committed  the 
crime,  her  son  and  daughter,  aged  eleven  and 
tliirteeu  years,  having  been  witnesses  of  it,  a 
strareli  was  at  oneo  begun  for  the  murderer. 
All  that  night  the  seareh  eontimied,  but  he  was 
not  found  till  the  fullowing  morning.  The 
murdered  woman  was  Houlden's  third  wife 
and  lie  wae  her  fourth  husband.  Tlicir  mar- 
ried life  had  been  a  s^fene  of  strife  and  bit- 
terness from  the  first.  Houlden  claimed  to  the 
very  last  that  lie  had  no  recollection  of  the 
crime  and  always  tohl  the  same  story  about  it. 
Ill-  said  that  he  remembered  about  going  to  the 
house  after  in(iuiring  about  the  result  of  the 
(.■ar|>entcr  trial,  sitting  down  at  the  supper 
table  and  beginning  to  drink  a  glass  of  milk, 
but  after  that  all  was  a  blank  till  he  came  to 
himself,  as  they  were  hauling  him  to  Petci-s- 
burg  on  a  sUhI.  Only  three  minutes  before  he 
droi>|)t'd  to  eternity  he  repeated  this  story  to  his 
spiritual  adviser,  with  all  the  seeming  candor 
that  a  man  coidd  possess,  telling  the  story  just 
as  he  had  narrated  it  a  strore  of  timee  before. 
During  the  time  be  was  in  jail  and  while  he 
was  awaiting  execution  he  was  as  mild  and 
tractable  as  a  child,  never  showing  any  irrita- 
bility or  viciousness.  On  the  scaffold  he  wae 
calm  and  collcctnl  and  without  a  tremor  he 
took  his  place  on  the  trap  and  in  a  very  few 
seconds  he  dropijcd  to  the  end  of  the  rope  and 
died  without  a  tremor  or  a  struggle,  his  neck 
being  broken  by  the  fall.  Charles  Houlden 
died  on  the  gallows  for  the  murder  of  liis  wife, 
hut  the  conviction  of  the  writer,  after  days  and 
nights  of  association  with  him,  in  the  loneliness 
of  his  cell,  is  that  Houlden  was  of  unsound 
mind  when  he  committed  the  crime  and  was 
of  un.sound  mind  at  the  time  of  his  execution, 
lie  was  hanged  in  the  jail  in  Petersburg  at 
1-^:111  p.  m.  on  May  15,  188.x 

ilany  awful  crimes  have  l)een  committed  in 
Alennrd  county  during  its  hii=torv.  but  we  have 
not  space  to  relate  the  particulars  here.  Wo 
will  only  mention  a  few  of  the  most  serionsi. 

hi  1K.'>~  ,loKe|>h  Watkins  shot  and  killed  his 
cousin.  David  Watkins.  The  latter  was  sit- 
ting by  the  window  in  his  home,  holding  in 
liis  lap  his  little  girl,  some  two  or  three  years 


of  age.  About  nine  o'clock  at  night  he  wae 
shot  through  the  window  with  a  shotgun,  the 
load  taking  effect  in  his  back.  He  lived  a 
day  or  two.  While  there  was  no  doubt  of  Hie 
identity  of  the  murderer,  he  was  never  pnn- 
ishe<l.  Through  some  means  he  was  admitted 
to  bail,  forfeited  it  and  ran  away,  and  his  se- 
curities paid  the  bill  and  he  never  returned  to 
this  part  of  the  country. 

On  the  (Jth  of  May,  1870.  Scott  Judy  shot 
Dr.  W.  P.  t'o.x  on  the  streets  of  Pufershurg 
within  a  block  of  the  tatter's  home.  Two  bails 
struck  him,  one  passing  through  his  lungs, 
causing  his  death  in  two  or  three  hours.  Judy 
was  tried,  but  was  not  punished. 

On  the  26th  of  October.  18i)l,  Benjamin 
Uoss,  of  Greenview,  killed  AllKirt  Stone  on  the 
street  of  tireenview  by  shooting  two  load  of 
birdshot  into  his  body  from  a  shotgun.  This 
was  done  about  midnight  and  Stone  lived  two 
days.  Itoss  was  nt'ver  indi<'ti'd  fiir  the  mnrder. 
On  March  7th,  18SI2,  Jefferson  Lewis  killed 
Frank  Luck,  in  Tallula,  by  shooting  liiiu  with 
a  pistol.  Lewis  was  sent  to  prison  for  a  short 
t(Tm, 

About  ten  o'clock  at  night,  on  the  ISth  of 
July,  l«ft4.  Oscar  S.  Hilton  killed  Goorgu 
Hohimer  at  the  lA^nz  Opera  House  door,  almost 
severing  his  head  from  his  body  with  a  razor. 
This  was  done  in  a  fray  and  Hilton  was  cleared. 

On  the  2d  of  April,  1900,  Elmer  Clark  shot 
Harry  L.  Ball,  on  the  public  highway,  with  a 
rejicating  rifle,  putting  five  balls  into  his  Itody, 
killing  him  instantly.  Clark  was  \v\ci\  and 
cleareil. 

In  February,  1300,  Robert  Carter  of  Mason 
City,  Illinois,  jiaid  a  visit  to  tlie  town  of 
Athens,  Menard  county,  and  spent  a  number  of 
days  in  drinking  in  company  with  a  crowd  of 
miners  and  other  rough  fellows.  About  the 
last  of  the  month  he  was  missing  and  search 
was  Itt'gim  for  him.  .All  that  could  be  learned 
was  that  the  last  sen'ii  of  him  he  was  in  com- 
pany with  a  crowd  of  fellows  in  the  timber 
southeast  of  the  town,  where  they  had  a  keg  of 
beer,  which  they  were  drinking.  The  disaj)- 
]iearancc  of  Carter  U'came  a  question  in  every- 
(me's  mouth  and  all  were  on  Ihc  lookout.  On 
the  28th  of  March,  just  one  month  to  a  day 
after  Carter  was  last  seen,  a  gentleman,  iiass- 
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ing  an  old  abandoilwl  well  a  mile  and  a  half 
northwest  of  Athens,  noticed  that  the  rails 
that  had  het'ii  usetl  in  covering  it  were  dis- 
jilaced.  His  siis]»icions  lieiu^  aroused,  ho  at 
onee  heftan  to  invi-stigate.  Suffice  it  to  say 
that  the  body  of  Carter  was  found  sunk  in  the 
well,  a  stone  weighing  eighty  pounds  being 
wire<l  to  his  body,  his  overcoat  and  other  clotii- 
ing  i)einf{  all  on  him.  The  cold  water  had  pre- 
served the  l)ody  [^rfectly,  so  that  there  was 
no  question  as  to  his  identification,  l-'our  men, 
Leslie  HaiTey,  Richard  Garrison,  George  Moore 
and  James  Dixon,  were  at  once  arrested  under 
the  eharge  of  murder  in  the  first  degree.  It 
developed  at  the  trial  that  they  killed  him  in 
the  woods  southeast  of  Athens,  as  they  claimed, 
aceideutaily  and  put  his  body  in  an  abandoned 
coal  shaft  near  by.  A  day  or  two  after,  some 
children  playing  near  the  shaft,  lighting  news- 
imi>ers  and  dropping  them  in  the  shaft,  ran 
home  in  great  terror,  telling  their  mothers 
that  they  saw  in-  the  light  of  the  burning  pa- 
pers a  man's  bo<ly  lying  at  the  Imttom  of  the 
pit.  The  mothets,  thinking  it  to  be  just  a  wild 
story  of  the  frightened  children,  said  nothing 
about  it  for  awhile,  but  something  was  said  and 
a  day  or  two  after  a  seareh  of  the  place  was 
made,  bnt  no  body  was  found,  but  the  trial 
disclosed  tliat  the  guilty  parties,  hearing  the 
story  of  tlie  children,  went  to  the  shaft  at  niglit 
with  a  rope,  drew  the  body  out  and  carried  it 
to  the  old  well  and  dumjied  it  in.  The  four 
young  men  were  tried  and  eonvieted  and  are 
now  serving  a  long  sentence  in  Chester  prison. 

Seareely  four  months  after  this  awful  trag- 
edy at  Athens,  the  little  town  of  Oakford  came 
in  with  a  less  awful  sensation.  On  July  2S, 
11)00,  Matthew  Thomas  killed  George  Strow 
with  a  billet  of  wood.  Thomas  escaped  punish- 
ment by  some  technicality. 

On  the  5th  of  March  there  was  a  dance  at  a 
private  house  in  the  town  of  Athens.  Some 
rough  characters  were  present  and  Imd  whiskey 
l)eing  freely  used,  it  is  not  surprising  that  in 
the  course  of  the  evening  a  row  began.  Soon  a 
fight  o(>ened  and  a  shot  or  two  were  fired  and 
an  innocent  party,  who  had  no  connection  with 
the  trouble,  was  shot  and  killed.  His  name  was 
Gcorgi'  Rakestraw.  Two  men  were  eonvieted 
of  the  crime  and  sent  to  prison  for  a  term  of 


fifty  years.  One  of  those  eouvicte<i,  Frank  K. 
(iilcrease,  got  out  of  prison,  through  pardon 
or  some  other  way,  and  not  long  after  he  was  in 
a  railroad  accident  and  had  lx»th  legs  cut  off. 
but  recovered,  a  cripple  for  life.  The  other. 
Thomas  Scantlin,  is  still  in  prison  at  Chester, 
but  Governor  Yates  has  commuted  his  sentence, 
so  that  he  wilt  !>e  set  free  in  a  few  months. 
The  (>eop!e  of  the  county  have  always  thought 
that  the  sentence  was  too  severe,  as  the  deed 
was  done  in  a  general  row  and  the  parties  had 
no  intention  of  killing  Rakestraw  or,  perhaps, 
any  one  else. 

On  the  Tth  of  April,  1902,  John  W.  Hare,  a 
saloonkeeiKT  of  Oakford,  was  shot  by  a  pistol 
in  the  hands  of  Harry  Colson,  of  the  same 
place,  and  instantly  killed.  Witnesses  said 
there  seemed  to  be  little,  if  any,  provocation  for 
the  act.  Colson  is  serving  a  sentence  in  prison 
for  the  crime. 

Crime  is  not  a  very  entertaining  theme,  nor 
is  it  a  kind  of  literature  to  put  in  the  hands 
of  the  young,  but  in  a  history  of  this  kind  the 
bad  as  well  as  the  good  should  be  told.  Such 
events  as  those  related  above  are  history  and 
will  I>e  often  sought  for  in  years  to  come. 

Many  otiier  killings  have  occurred  in  the 
county  in  the  past,  but  those  given  above  are 
the  most  remarkable.  Ninety-five  per  cent  of 
them  may  Ik'  traced  to  the  influence  of  strong 
drink,  directly  or  indirectly.  We  are  not  going 
to  jireach  a  sermon,  hut  just  at  this  point  it 
seems  fitting  and  proper  not  only  to  enter  a 
protest  against  this  awful  curse,  but  we  can  not  ■- 
refrain  from  denouncing  the  detestable  habit 
of  carrying  wea|>ons  in  this  civilized  land  in 
this  age.  Some  boys,  and  some  who  are  men 
in  years  and  avordupois,  will  persist  in  this 
detestable  habit.  It  is  sure  evidenw  of  a  gross 
coward  to  see  a  great  big  hulk  of  a  man  with 
a  revolver  in  his  hip  pocket  or  a  huge  knife  in 
a  l>plt.  And  some  boys  think  it  is  the  first  step 
to  manhood  to  get  a  pistol  and  get  out  and 
shoot  it  off  and  yell  like  a  wild  Indian.  It  is 
invariably  indicative  of  cowardice  and  mental 
weakness.  And  this  habit  has  led  to  the  com-  i 
mission  of  hundreds  of  crimes  that  would  never 
have  l>een  committed  but  for  this  practice. 

I  will  relate  the  first  murder  in  this  eounly 
and  close  this  chapter  with  it,  i 
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The  first  iiiiirikT  coiiimitted  in  the  territory 
of  what  is  now  Meuard  county — nnd,  in  f.iet,  in 
Sangamon — was  uimiiiittcil  in  182G,  This  was 
thirteen  veiirf  lief  ore  Menard  was  organized. 
A  man  by  the  name  of  VanXoy,  or,  as  some 
spcUed  it,  A'ayNoy,  had  settled  on  what  is 
now  the  Louis  Cani]ii)i'II  phice,  two  miles  north 
of  Athens  and  not  far  from  where  the  Deinas- 
eus  sehoolhouse  now  stands.  He  had  built  a 
log  eahin,  in  which  he  lived  with  hi8  wife  and 
A  babe,  some  ei^ht  or  ten  months  old.  Sear 
the  eahin  he  had  built  a  small  shop,  in  which 
he  repaired  giins  and  did  other  little  jobs. 
On  the  morning  of  the  27th  of  August,  1826, 
a  neighbor,  whose  name  is  not  remembered, 
i-»nie  early  to  the  shop  to  have  a  gunloek  re- 
paired. Xathaniel  VanXoy  was  in  the  shop, 
but,  it  seems,  had  not  yet  eaten  his  breakfast, 
VanXoy  invited  the  neighbor  into  tiie  house 
till  he  should  eat  his  breakfast.  They  started 
into  the  house  and  when  they  entered  the  wife 
was  in  the  aet  of  putting  c-orn  dough  into  an 
oven  on  the  hearth,  bending  over  for  the  pur- 
|)ose,  when  VanNoy  inguired  in  an  angry  tone 
if  the  meal  was  ready.  She  replied  that  it 
would  l>c  ready  in  a  few  minutes.  Without  a 
word  VanXoy  picked  up  a  stick,  or  had  it  al- 
ready in  his  hand,  and  struck  her  a  blow  on 
the  aide.  When  she  was  struck  she  fell  over 
the  cradle,  in  which  the  child  lay,  dropping  the 
dough  on  the  child  in  the  fall.  The  neighbor 
saw  at  once  that  she  was  dead  and  said  to  the 
husband:  "You  have  killed  her."  He  said: 
"Xo,  she  often  falls  over  that  way,"  They 
picked  her  up  and  laid  her  on  the  bed  and  at 
once  saw  that  she  was  indeed  dead.  VanXoy 
reached  up  to  where  his  rifle  hung  in  the  rack 
and  hurrie<lly  left  the  house.  When  he  first 
took  down  the  gnn  the  neighbor  thought  that 
VanXoy  was  going  to  shoot  him  in  order  to 
g<'t  rid  of  the  witness  who  saw  him  kill  his 
wife.  So  soon  as  VanXoy  had  gone  the  neigh- 
bor mounted  his  horse  anil  started  to  give  the 
alarm.  The  ncHrest  neighbors  lived  near  In- 
dian I'oint  and  he  rode  at  full  speed  to  the 
Williams  honu\  and  Mr.  Jaeoh  Williams,  his 
sister.  Miss  Saliiia  Williams,  a  young  lady  some 
eighteen  years  of  age  (she  afterward  married 
Mr.  Samuel  Moont),  mounted  their  horses  and 


rode  with  all  haste  to  the  scene  of  the  murder. 
Wlien  they  arrived  they  found  the  balic  lying 
in  the  cradle  with  its  face  and  clothing  cov- 
ered with  the  dough  and  the  mother  lying  dead 
on  the  Ik'iI.  Miss  Williams  cared  for  the  child 
and  other  neighljors  came  in  and  a  runner  was 
sent  to  Springfield  and  the  sheriff  came  out, 
and  the  next  morning  VanXoy  eame  in  and 
gave  himself  up.  lie  stated  that  he  couhl  have 
taken  one  of  his  hors<'S  and  left.  Imt  some 
strange  fascination  compelled  htm  to  linger 
around  the  place  where  he  committed  the 
awful  crime.  A  sjiecial  grand  jury  was  at 
once  called  by  Judge  Sawyer  and  a  term  of  the 
circuit  court  was  called.  The  grand  jurors 
called,  from  territory  now  in  Menard  county. 
were  James  White,  Robert  White.  John  X. 
Moore.  Hobert  Conover  and  Aaron  Houghton. 
.\  I>ill  of  indictment  was  prescnte<l  and  a  petit 
jury  was  called,  some  of  them  of  Menar<l  coun- 
ty, namely:  Bowling  Green,  foreman,  Jesse 
.Vrnistrong  and  Levi  W.  Gordon.  The  jury 
was  sworn  in  and  the  trial  was  begun  on  the 
2!lth  of  August,  only  two  days  after  the  crime 
was  committed.  The  attorney  general  of  tin- 
state  acted  as  prosecutor  and  two  Springfield 
lawyers.  James  .\dams  and  Jonathan  H.  Pugli. 
defended  the  |>risoner.  A  verdict  of  guilty  was 
rendered  on  the  ;!(lth  and  on  the  same  day  sen- 
tence was  passed  on  the  prisoner  and  the  exii-ii- 
tion  set  for  the  26th  of  November.  lH2fi.  The 
execution  took  place  at  the  appointed  time  in 
the  hollow  just  east  of  the  new  ca])itol  in 
S|)ringficld.  The  execution  was  public  and  the 
citizens  of  the  whole  country  turned  out  to 
the  show.  It  is  said  that  it  was  the  larg.  st 
gathering  that,  up  to  that  time,  had  ever  met  in 
central  Illinois,  it  being  estimated  that  at  least 
five  thousand  i)eople  witnessed  the  deatii  strug- 
gles of  the  heartless  wretch,  .\mong  those 
present  was  iliss  Williajns,  afterward  Mrs. 
Samuel  ^loore.  She  was  a  sister  of  Colonel 
\Villiams,  who,  in  his  day,  was  one  of  the  lend- 
ing financiers  of  Si»ringfield.  Just  before  his 
execution  the  culprit  sent  for  one  Dr.  A<ldis<)n 
Philleo,  or,  as  some  write  it,  FilliMi,  and  wanteil 
til  know  of  him  if  he  thought  a  man  could  lie 
iirought  to  life  after  being  hanged.  The 
learneii  physician  opined  that  if  the  neck   was 
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not  broken  and  the  subject  had  not  boon  iiang- 
inp  too  long,  that  there  was  a  possibility  that 
11  strong  galvanic  battery  might  bring  tlie  pil- 
grim hack.  VanNoy  then  tohl  the  doctor  that 
if  he  conld  bring  liim  liack  to  this  world  he 
would  he  willing  to  roniimerate  liini  quite  lib- 
erally for  his  trouble,  or,  if  in  case  he  failed  in 
this  benevolent  effort,  he  would  generously 
donate  to  him  hie  Irody  for  dissection  in  the 
interest  of  science  and  luimaij  advancement. 
Executions  were  performed  at  that  time  by 
placing  the  victim  in  a  eart.  fastening  one  end 
of  a  ro|K'  to  a  Ijoam  and  noosing  the  other  end 
around  the  victim's  neek  and  pulling  the  cart 
from  under  him.  The  doctor  advised  ViinXoy 
to  lean  as  far  forward  as  he  could  at  the  crit- 
ical moment  and  thus  preserve  his  neck  intact, 
if  possibh'.  He  followed  the  doctor's  kind 
advice  and  his  neck  was  not  dislocated,  but 
the  sheriff  heard  something  of  the  arrangement 
l>etween  the  two  and,  fearing  some  mishap,  al- 
lowed the  body  to  remain  hanging  over  an  hour, 
and  as  a  conse(juence  the  doctor's  battery  failed 
to  have  the  <lesired  effect  and  poor  VanNoy's 
tinil  ne^cr  got  hack  to  it-*  tenenu'nt  of  clay,  hut 
Dr  Philleo  was  not  to  he  cheated  out  of  doing 
good  in  one  wai  or  another,  so  he  began  right 
there  to  dissict  the  both  of  VanNoy,  hut  the 
citizens  of  Springfield  indignantly  resented  any 
such  barbarity  and  compelled  him  to  seek  a 
more  secluded  place  for  his  scientific  investiga- 
tions than  the  open  common.  But  Dr.  Philloo's 
notoriety  did  not  end  here.  He  removed  to 
Galena.  Illinois,  and  entered  the  editorial  pro- 
fession. When  the  Black  Hawk  war  broke  out 
he  went  with  the  army  as  news|>a[H'r  corre- 
spondent. Ford,  in  his  history,  relates  that 
on  the  chase  of  Black  Hawk  by  General  Henry, 
"on  the  third  day  out,  about  noon.  also,  the 
scouts  ahead  came  suddenly  upon  two  Indians, 
and  as  they  were  attempting  to  escape  one  of 
them  was  killed  and  left  dead  on  the  field.  Dr. 
Addison  Philleo,  coming  shortly  after,  scalped 
the  dead  Indian  and  for  a  long  time  afterward 
exhibite<l  the  scalp  as  an  evidence  of  his  Viilor." 
We  said  above  that  vast  crowds  atteiidid  the 
hanging  of  VanNoy.  .\niong  these  was  Misa 
Williams — afterward  Mrs.  Samuel  Moore^and 
many   thousands  of  others.       One   scene    con- 


nected with  that  hanging  was  never  forgotten 
by  those  who  witnessed  it.  On  the  scaffold  the 
murderer,  who  was  a  most  e.vcellent  singer, 
asked  jiermission  of  the  sheriff  to  sing.  Being 
granted  the  privilege,  be  stood  on  the  platform, 
or  cart,  and  sang  in  full,  round  tones  that  old 
hymn,  composed  by  Dr.  Watts,  the  (irst  verse 
of  which  is: 
Hark  from  the  tomhs  a  doleful  sound. 

My  ears  attend   the  cry; 
Ye  living  men  come  view  the  ground. 

Where  you  must  shortly  lie. 

He  sang  the  entire  liyinn  and  then  the  cart 
was  drawn  from  under  him. 


WAR  TIMES  IN  MENAKD. 

Menanl  county  was  iieadijuarters  during  Ihe 
Civil  war  for  Missouri  n^fugecs.  They  invari- 
ably found  not  only  a  refuge,  but  a  hearty 
welcome  among  Itepuiflieans  as  well  as  Demo- 
crats. Hundreds,  yes.  thousands  of  Missourl- 
ans,  for  every  reason,  were  <'oiii[)elled  to  leave 
home,  property,  family  and  everything  els<' 
and,  without  money  or  friends,  seek  a  more 
genial  climate.  In  thousands  of  cases  men  who 
had  done  nothing  disloyal  were  compelled  to 
leave  then'  in  order  to  swure  a  living  for  their 
families.  .Nothing  was  doing  there;  life  was  in 
danger  every  hoi  r  a  1  all  II  father  eonid  ilo 
was  to  leave  his   1     r  i    tl  e  midst  of  pil- 

lage, bushwhacking  an  I  I  loo  I  bed  and  seek  a 
place  where  he  could  ake  i  gh  to  feed  and 
clothe  them  and  1  t  1  a  k  to  them.  Many 
pitiful  cases  of  tl  s  k  1  o  Id  be  related,  but 
onl  of  dozens  1  >  I  t  J  st  nc  case,  and  I  beg 
the  reader's  indi  Ig  nee  wh  I  I  relate  It  just 
as  briefly  as  I  can,  and  I  pk'<lge  the  writer's 
honor  that  it  is  every  word  true,  just  as  related, 
for  the  writer  has  means  of  knowing  its  truth, 
A  young  man,  not  more  than  twenty-live  years 
of  age,  having  a  wife  and  two  little  girls, 
found  that  lie  must  emigrate  or  see  his  family 
suffer.  Missouri  was  then  inider  martial  law 
and  any  man  found  outside  of  his  own  county 
was  liable  to  arrest  and  ini])risonment  in  a  mill- 
tary  prison,  jierbaps  for  a  long  time.  He  had 
to  cross  the  entire  state  in  order  to  get  to  Illi- 
nois.    To  get  a  pass  was  out  of  the  uuestion — j 
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it  was  iiii])0SBib!e.  To  leave  his  famllj'  there 
witliout  anj  friend  would  be  heartless  and 
cruel.  What  sliould  he  do?  He  had  a  neigh- 
bor wlio  had  always  been  kind  to  him,  so  he 
told  him  the  secret  of  his  intended  effort  to  get 
to  Illinois.  So,  raising  what  little  money  he 
could,  he  gave  half  of  it  to  his  wife,  kept  the 
other  half  and  started  on  the  perilous  trip. 
At  St.  Joseph  he  waited  till  the  ten  o'clock 
train  was  just  ready  to  start,  then  he  rushed  up 
to  the  ticket-window  in  great  haste  and  said: 
"Aren't  you  going  to  give  me  that  ticket  at 
all?"  "What  ticket?"  the  agent  said.  "Why, 
that  ticket  to  Quincy,"  he  replied.  Hurriedly 
tlie  agent  gave  him  the  ticket  and  he  as  hur- 
riedly gave  him  the  exact  change,  and  in  a  juo- 
nient  was  on  the  opposite  side  of  tlu  tram  from 
the  depot.  The  night  was  intcnael^  dark  and 
in  conseciuence  he  was  completely  concealed  A 
squad  of  soldiers  had  gone  through  the  train, 
requirinjr  everv  paiitnger  to  sliow  Ins  pass  He 
stood  on  the  platform  till  the  tram  got  under 
good  headway  and  then  he  went  into  the  car, 
but  at  every  station  of  &o\  size  a  squad  of 
blue-coats  came  into  the  cars,  going  to  every 
one  and  requiring  each  one  to  show  his  pass, 
and  if  he  happened  to  have  none  he  was  hustled 
oft  in  short  order,  and  God  only  knows  where 
he  finally  brought  up.  But  the  subject  of  our 
Btorj-,  by  some  strange  fortune,  was  never  sei>n 
by  a  soldier  on  the  entire  trip.  Twice  the  train 
was  wrecked  and  tliey  were  belated  twelve  hours 
and  arrived  at  the  Mississippi  river  at  one 
o'clock  a.  m.  The  ice  had  been  strong  and 
teams  had  been  passing  over  it  safely,  but  it 
had  hectunc  so  dangerous  that  rigs  were  afraid 
to  risk  it,  and  ferry-boats  could  not  get  through 
the  ice,  so  the  only  way  to  cross  was  for  several 
to  elul)  together  and  hire  some  one  who  knew 
the  ic-e  to  jiilot  them  over  with  a  lantern.  But 
when  our  friend  started  down  to  the  edge  of 
the  i(c  to  join  a  club  he  saw  to  hi-,  utter  dis 
may,  that  the  ubiquitou-  blue  coat  was  there 
also,  to  diniand  the  fatal  pass  Phm  was  dc 
spair.  indeed  bo  he  batkcd  off  mto  the  dark 
to  mcditatL  and  |»rd\  \(  pra\  for  be  hae 
Ik-^'u  oftui  heard  to  «a\  that  he  nt\er  did  praj 
more  divouth  md  i  iriu  th  than  then  He 
often  'laid  that  he  thoUj.'ht  if  he  na«  doing  right 
Go<l  would  take  t  in  of  hini    if  not  he  had  liet 


ter  end  all  his  troubles  in  the  bottom  of  the 
Mississippi  river.  So  he  boldly  marched  out 
on  the  ice.  In  places  the  water  was  more  than 
two  inches  deep  on  the  ice;  other  places  he 
could  hear  the  water  gurgle  in  open  places  in 
the  ice,  and  these  he  went  around.  At  last  he 
landed  on  the  llUnoia  shore  and  dropjied  on  his 
knees  and  gave  devout  thanks  to  God.  But  it 
is  a  remarkable  fact  that  one  of  those  who  were 
following  a  lantern  broke  through  and  was 
with  difficulty  saved  from  being  drowned. 

He  wandered  around,  looking  for  work  that 
ho  felt  able  to  do,  liut  finding  nothing  he  en- 
gaged to  cut  cord-wood.  He  !iad  not  per- 
fonned  one  day's  hard  labor  in  years,  having 
been  engaged  in  school-teaching.  He  engaged 
to  cut  wood  at  a  dollar  and  a  quarter  per  cord. 
He  bought  an  ax,  on  credit,  for  three  dollars 
and  engaged  board  at  four  dollars  and  a  half 
|>er  week.  At  noon  the  boss  started  luni  into 
•^me  old,  knotty  sugar  trees  and  he  went  at 
them  with  a  will,  thinking  all  the  time  of  the 
wife  and  babies  so  far  away.  First  his  hands 
blistered;  then  the  blisters  broke;  then  his 
head  began  to  ache  dreadfully.  Before  night 
he  went  to  the  hotel  with  a  raging  fever  and 
in  a  few  hours  he  was  in  a  wild  delirium. 
Three  long  weeks  he  lay  there,  e-X|M>nses  going 
on  and  not  a  cent  coming  in,  but  the  Good 
Father  always  provides  a  way.  While  he  was 
sick  some  friends  learned  that  the  stranger  had 
l)een  teaching  a  short  system  of  practical  arith- 
metic, and  liy  the  time  he  was  up  they  had 
made  u))  a  school  that  would  pay  five  dollars 
per  evening.  In  twelve  evenings  he  had  money 
enough  to  pay  all  his  bills,  send  his  wife  ten 
dollars,  make  a  present  of  ten  dollars  to  a  Mis- 
souri n^fugee  there,  who  was  blind,  and  to 
have  a  little  change  left.  From  there  he  went 
into  Mason  county,  taught  night-school  there 
some,  hut  did  not  succeed  very  well,  and  about 
February  15th  he  found  himself  without  a 
cent.  Wishing  to  go  to  Alenard  county  and 
not  having  the  iliine  to  pay  the  ferriage,  he 
joined  a  visiting  party  with  two  wagons.  Dick 
Witt  and  George  Car|)enter,  who  were  on  a 
visit  to  their  kinsman,  Creel  Stith.  But  let 
me  go  back  a  little,  as  I  wish  to  tell  the  bad  as 
well  as  the  good.  On  Sunday  evening.  Decem- 
ber 3.")th,  1S(5+  (many  will  remember  that 
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Christmas  fell  on  Sunday  that  year),  after 
walking  over  thirty  milt's,  tiiat  day,  he  and  a 
boy  from  ilissouri  began  to  try  to  get  lodging 
for  the  nigjit,  hut  they  wore  invariably  told 
that  thpy  would  each  have  to  pay  a  dollar  and 
a  half,  an  amount  they  did  not  have.  So  tiiey 
traveled  on,  trying  to  get  cheaper  rates.  After 
dark  they  approached  a  nice  looking  farm- 
house, in  which  they  heard  the  sound  of  an 
organ  and  a  number  of  voices,  playing  and 
singing  Sunday-school  songs,  TItis,  said  the 
boy,  is  the  place;  these  are  Christian  [eople, 
for  they  are  singing  Sunday-stchool  songs.  So 
they  called  the  man  of  the  house  out  and  made 
their  wants  known.  He  said  they  could  stay. 
"What  will  you  charge  us?"  they  inquired. 
"A  dollar  and  a  half  each,"  was  the  reply.  One 
of  them  explained  they  had  only  a  dollar  and 
thirty  cents  between  them,  and  he  refused  to 
let  them  stay.  They  plead  that  it  was  night 
and  cold,  and  tiiey  had  walked  over  thirty 
milesi  and  had  had  no  dinner.  Xo,  that  was 
his  price  and  he  could  keep  them  for  no  less. 
Finally,  the  older  man  offered  him  one  dollar 
to  allow  them  to  sleep  in  the  house.  This  he 
was  about  to  refuse  also,  when  the  wife,  who 
had  been  listening  at  the  door,  interposed  and 
begged  him  to  let  them  stay,  "Well,  I  suppose 
you  can  eome  in,"  he  said  gruffly,  and  led  the 
way  into  the  house.  A  nundier  of  young  people 
were  there,  singing  and  playing,  among  them  a 
red-haired  lady,  who  presided  at  the  organ. 
After  playing  and  singing  quite  a  while,  the 
dining-room  door  was  thrown  open,  revealing 
a  long  table  loaded  with  all  the  luxuries  of  the 
land;  the  family  and  guests,  all  except  the 
strangers,  were  invited  out,  but  they  wore  left 
to  their  own  uninterrupted  thoughts.  After 
supper  and  more  singing  the  man  of  the  house, 
addrcfsing  the  strangers,  said  that  they  were 
in  the  habit  of  having  family  prayers,  and  if 
they  so  desired  they  could  remain  up  with 
them,  or  if  they  wished  to  retire  they  coidd  do 
so.    They  chose  to  remain  up  for  prayers. 

They  occnpiwl  a  very  poor  bed,  but  being 
tired  and  not  troubled  with  an  over-gorged 
stomach,  they  slept  sweetly.  Before  going  to 
sleep,  the  boy  said  to  the  older  man:  "Why 
did  you  not  tell  the  old  skinflint  that  yon  are 
a  preacher;  maybe  he  would  have  given  ua  a 


snack  to  eat."  The  other  replied  that  he  did 
not  want  the  old  miser's  grub.  The  next  morn- 
ing the  Iwy  arose  betimes  and  when  the  other 
came  down  the  stairs  he  was  met  by  the  host, 
who  was  all  smiles,  and  asked  to  lead  the  morn- 
ing's devotions,  but  this  was  declined.  The  de- 
votions were  very  brief  and  all  were  invited  out 
to  breakfast.  The  boy  went  and  did  ani|)le 
justice  to  the  meal,  but  the  other  firmly  refused 
to  go.  After  the  meal  the  older  man  tendered 
the  rumpled  dollar  hill,  which  the  host  made 
a  show  of  refusing,  but  the  traveler  said  a  bar- 
gain is  a  bargain  and,  laying  it  on  the  stand- 
table,  bid  them  good  morning,  and  the  two  went 
on  their  way.  Our  devout  host  will  appear 
again  in  this  true  story. 

By  going  in  the  wagon  the  traveler  got  across 
the  Sangamon  river  without  paying  ferriage. 
They  arrived  at  Stith's  after  dark  and  the 
stranger  was  going  on,  but  Witt  and  Carpenter 
insisted  that  he  must  stay;  that  Stith  would 
not  take  pay,  no  matter  how  much  money  he 
might  have.  So,  iinally.  but  very  reluctantly, 
he  agreed  to  stay.  Arising  early  in  the  morn- 
ing he  noticed  that  the  cIcH'k  on  the  mantle  was 
not  running.  He  asked  51r.  Stith  if  he  might 
repair  it.  The  reply  was  that  it  was  old  and 
the  jeweler  had  worked  on  it  time  and  time 
again,  "hut  if  j'ou  think  you  can  help  it,  pitch 
in."  So  by  the  time  breakfast  was  called  the 
old  clock  was  ticking  away  on  the  shelf,  having 
been  boiled  in  ashes,  rubbed  up  ami  thoroughly 
put  in  order.  (It  ran  without  repairs  for 
thirty-two  years  after  that  fixing.)  On  Sunday 
after  this,  February  19th,  our  stranger  eon- 
eluded  to  attend  the  dedication  of  a  church, 
which  was  to  take  place  in  the  neighborhood. 
'I'be  elofhi'S  he  had  on  were  mere  tatters  and 
rags,  but  he  detentiined  to  go  any  way.  The 
congregation  was  a  very  large  one  and  a  very 
finely  dressed  one.  He  succeeded  in  finding 
ii  very  obscure  corner  and  was  observed  by 
hut  very  few.  After  service  he  was  invited 
to  dinner  with  one  of  the  old  Imithren,  riding 
in  the  back  of  the  spring-wagon,  his  legs  hang- 
ing over  the  hind-gate,  the  minister  who  had 
])reached  the  dedication  sermon,  riding  in  one 
of  the  seats.  To  his  surprise,  when  dinner  was 
announced,  he  was  invited  to  the  table  with 
the  rest.    By  some  means,  some  one  bad  lenrnedi 
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that  lie  was  a  ^ircacher,  and  the  minister  in- 
sisted on  his  preaching  that  evening,  but  he  ex- 
cused iiiniself  on  account  of  the  condition  of 
his  clothes.  The  man  of  tiic  house  offered  to 
loan  hiui  a  suit,  but  this  he  declined.  His 
clothes  were  in  perfect  tatters,  but  he  iinally 
consented  to  preach,  and  in  that  suit  of  clothes. 
To  his  dismay  a  larger  crowd  was  present  than 
in  the  morning.  When  he  arose  in  the  pulpit 
to  announce  tlie  h\Tnn  nmny  in  the  aiidieuee 
dropped  their  heads  for  shame,  but  he  went  on 
and  preached  the  best  lie  could,  and  at  the  close 
of  llie  service  he  invited  the  anxious.  A  large 
nunilwr  canio  and  some  were  convened.  The 
peo]ile  gathered  around  him,  insisting  that  he 
should  continue  the  meetings,  and  twenty-nine 
dollars  were  voluntarily  handed  to  him  by  all 
classes.  Having  nothing  ctw  to  do,  he  agreed 
to  continue  the  meetings.  The  women  gath- 
ered in,  the  next  morning,  sent  him  to  town 
for  mntcrial,  and  by  the  time  for  service  that 
night  they  had  him  a  new  and  decent  suit  of 
clotlu-s  to  preach  in.  The  meetings  continued 
five  weeks  and  resulted  in  thirty-six  profes- 
sions and  thirty-two  additions  to  the  church. 
Before  the  nuftings  closed  he  was  employed 
to  preach  to  that  congi't'gation  for  one  year,  and 
had  money  to  send  to  Missouri  for  his  family 
and  met  tliem  in  Jacksonville  the  night  that 
Booth  murdered  Lincoln.  Now.  the  setpiel  to 
this,  regarding  the  man  who  prayed  but  would 
not  feed  the  hungry:  In  June,  following  the 
events  just  related,  our  stranger  and  tlie  la- 
mented Rev.  Hardin  Wallace  were  invited  to 
speak  at  a  Sunday-school  picnic  at  Pecan 
Grove,  in  Oass  county.  -V  very  large  eoncourse 
of  p«)ple  attended,  for  Brother  Wallace  always 
drt'W  large  crewds.  Brother  Wallace  and  the 
stranger  were  sitting  in  the  ptand,  the  stranger 
on  the  lookout.  Soon  the  sound  of  music  was 
heard :  then  a  banner  came  In  sight,  carried 
hy  none  other  than  the  sandy-complexioned  host 
of  the  meninrahli-  Christmas  eve.  Just  behind 
him  was  the  red-headed  organist,  whose  fea- 
tures the  stranger  could  not  forget.  They  both 
certainly  recognized  the  stranger's  features,  for 
they  eyed  him  furtively  all  the  time.  By  and 
by  it  came  the  time  for  the  stranger  to  speak. 
He  made  a  very  passahle  s|)eech  to  the  chiklren : 
then  at  the  elnse  he  gave  them  a  Icpsnn  in  prac- 


tical Cliristian  kindness,  charity  and  benevo- 
lence, and  in  this  he  gave  an  illustration,  tell- 
ing them  that  not  a  thousand  years  in  the  past, 
nor  a  thousand  miles  from  where  they  were 
then  assembled,  two  men  were  traveling  and, 
unfortunately,  they  were  out  of  money.  He 
went  on  and  told  the  story  in  all  its  details, 
just  as  it  was.  No  words  can  <lcscrihc  the  looks 
of  those  people  during  the  relation  of  those  lit- 
tle events.  They  glanced  at  each  other,  they 
grinimaecil,  they  blushed  and  scowled.  And 
when  the  gentleman,  the  former  host,  waa 
called  to  speak — for  he  vtas  on  the  program- 
he  made  a  complete  failure,  although  usually 
a  good  s[)eaker.  Although  it  was  in  the  midst 
of  the  war  and  men's  jiassions  were  at  burning 
heat,  yet  all  parties  gave  the  stranger  a  warm 
welcome  and  gave  to  him  every  assistance  in 
their  power.  If  he  should  ever  forget  their 
kindness  or  cease  to  love  all  alike  of  all  parties, 
he  is  an  ingrate  and  should  never  again  ask  the 
sym|Mithy  of  any  man.  We  often  talk  about 
the  sociability,  kindness  and  Iwnevolcnce  of  the 
southern  poojile,  and  it  is  true  they  are  kind, 
but  the  people  of  Menard  county  can  not  Iw 
surpassed  by  any  people  in  any  land.  Menard 
county  will  always  live,  grw^n  and  fragrant,  in 
the  memory  of  the  Missouri  refugees  and  their 
cbildren,  for  not  only  Democrats,  but  Re|iul>- 
licaiis  as  well,  vied  with  each  other  in  the  dark 
days  of  their  trial,  and  they  will  never  be  for- 
gotten for  it.  That  war  was  a  horrid  thing, 
but  it  leaves  a  green  spot  in  memory  when  our 
minds  nin  back  to  those  dark  days  and  remeni- 
Ikt  the  kindness  of  those  who  might  even  have 
been  our  foes.  When  the  writer  is  dead  and 
gone,  write  on  his  tomb:  "Befriended  by 
Menard."  This  is  the  sentiment  of  a  sincerely 
grateful  heart. 


WAH  OF  1812. 

Of  course,  Menard  sent  no  soldiers  to  oppose 
the  British  in  the  war  of  181^,  but  as  this  part 
of  the  state  began  to  settle  up  soon  after  the 
close  of  that  struggle  It  would  be  strange  if 
none  of  the  survivors  of  these  troubles  did  not 
settle  here,  and  there  were  a  large  number  of 
them  who  made  this  their  home,  but  they  have 
all.  long  since,  pone  where  they  will  never  more 
hear  the  signal  sound  of  strife.  It  is  hut  just 
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tf>  their  uitfinorv  to  iiKntion  them  here.  Twcn- 
tj'-i)d<i  years  ago  the  form  of  old  Captain 
lioJgtTS  was  laid  to  rest  under  the  leaves  and 
flowers  of  Rose  Hill  eemetery  aft(;r  he  had 
reailied  the  age  of  one  hundred  and  one  years. 
At  tliis  great  ujje,  if  the  war  was  mentioned 
and  inquiry  was  made  as  to  the  trials  and  suf- 
ferinjrs  of  the  war,  the  old  martial  iire  would 
c<niie  hack  to  his  eye  and  his  frame  would 
straighten  up  and  for  a  few  moments  he  was 
almost  the  soldier  again.  But  when  the  theme 
was  i'han;rod  he  lapsed  into  the  apathy  and 
listlessnesri  of  a};i'  again.  When  ho  died  he  was 
buried  with  the  military  honors  that  wen-  his, 
Tarieton  l.loyd  was  also  a  soldier  in  this  war. 
He  was  Itorn  somewhere  about  the  year  17K4 
and  came  to  Illinois  and  settled  on  Rock  creek 
in  1820,  among  the  first  settlers  who  came.  A 
full  account  is  given  of  him  in  another  place. 
He  died  in  ISH,'..  William  Estill  was  a  soldier 
in  the  war  of  1812  and  some  time  after  its 
ehisc  he  came  to  Illinois  and  settled  down 
some  five  miles  east  of  Petershurg,  where  he 
lived  and  dieii.  His  first  wife  was  a  sister  of 
Colonel  John  Williams,  one  of  the  wealthy  men 
of  Slenard  couuty.  Captains  William  J.  and 
Hamuel  and  Lieutenant  Isaac  Estill  were  his 
sons;  one  sim.  Joseph,  lives  in  Petersburg;  and 
one  daughter,  Mrs.  Luther  Jennison,  is  still 
living  in  the  vicinity  of  Oreenview,  "Uncle 
Billy,"  as  he  was  called,  was  an  earnest  ('hris- 
tian,  an  elder  in  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
church  and  loved  hy  all  who  knew  him.  He 
lived  lo  he  well  up  toward  ninety  years  of  age 
and  quietly  and  iicaeefully  passed  away  at  the 
home  where  he  had  lived  so  long.  Other 
soldiers  of  this  war  lived  and  died  in  this 
county,  hut,  unfortunately,  we  have  not  the 
means  of  knowing  the  facts  to  give  in  this 
connection.  It  is  a  great  mistake  for  people 
to  fail  to  put  in  permanent  form  the  record  of 
the  lives  and  history  of  its  leading  citizens. 
We  give  one  more  name:  Txiwis  McKay  was 
liorn  alioiit  the  year  l'f'95  or  ITiXi  and  came 
to  Illinois  a  great  many  years  ago.  Ho  lived 
on  Hock  creek  in  the  same  neighborhood  with 
Tarieton  Lloyd,  some  seven  miles  south  of 
Petershurg.  He  enlisted  as  a  soldier  when  a 
mere  hoy  to  serve  in  tlu'  second  war  with  En- 
gland.   He  served  till  the  close  of  the  war  and 


aflerward  settled  in  Illinois.  He  lived  well  up 
in  the  eighties,  was  well  preserved,  and  after 
he  bad  passed  the  four-score  mark  was  straight 
as  an  Indian,  his  faculties  well  preserved,  ex- 
cept some  defieieney  in  hearing,  and  was  an  un- 
compromising Democrat  to  the  last.  Unfor- 
tunately, we  have  not  a  connecteil  history  of 
his  experienct'  as  a  soldier.  He  died  at  the 
home  of  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Golden,  in  Peters- 
burg, June  6,  1884. 

There  is  but  one  soldier  of  the  war  of  1812 
still  living  in  the  United  States  and  that  is 
Hiram  Kronk,  of  New  York,  now  one  hundred 
and  four  years  old.  How  we  should  i-evere  the 
memory  of  those  men  who,  through  privation 
and  suffering,  fought  the  battles  of  the  coun- 
try and  made  possible  the  liberti(.-s  and  other 
blessings  that  we  enjoy.  Bui  one  soldier  of  the 
Mexican  war  still  lives  in  this  county.  A  short 
timo  hack  there  were  several  of  these  veterans 
here,  but  now  the  oidy  one  left  is  fieorge  W. 
Denton,  of  Oreenview.  One  soldier  of  the 
Revolutionary  war.  old  Mr.  Is'anee,  lies  buried 
in  the  burying-ground  at  Farmers  Point. 
"They  sleep  their  last  sleep,  they  have  fought 

their  la.st  battle. 
They  can  not  he  waked  by  the  loud  cannon's 


MEXICAN  WAR. 

We  have  not  space  to  give  the  entire  record 
of  all  the  wars  in  which  the  citiwns  of  Menard 
county  have  taken  a  i)art,  for  there  are  sev- 
eral of  them.  Abraham  Ltnctdn  was  ca))tain 
of  a  company  which  was  raised  in  this  section 
of  country  for  service  in  the  Black  Hawk  war. 
This  company,  which  contained  a  number  of 
men  from  the  territory  of  what  is  now  Jfe- 
nard  county,  went  to  the  theater  of  war,  biit 
was  never  in  an  engagement.  All  of  these 
men  are  dead  and  gone,  long  ago.  Had  we 
the  space,  wc  would  he  glad  to  give  a  full 
rosier  of  their  names. 

When  the  war  with  Mexico  o|)ened,  congnss 
passed  an  act  authorizing  the  president  to  ac- 
cept the  services  of  fifty  thousand  men  and  ap- 
propriated ten  million  dollars  to  prosecute  the 
war.  At  the  beginning  of  this  war  we  were 
engaged  in  a  dispute  with  England  about  the 
boundarv  of  Oregon,  our  motto  being.  ".■>4.  40. 
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or  figlit,"  but  as  wl'  had  onv  war  on  our  iiauds, 
and  did  not  then  wish  to  get  into  troulile  with 
Great  Britain,  the  botuidarj'  was  agreed  to  at 
the  40th  parallel,  north  latitude.  When  the 
tail  was  made  for  voluntwrs,  the  ro(|uisition  on 
Illinois  was  for  "three  re<;iinents  of  infantry 
or  riflemen."  The  call  of  Oovernor  Ford  wne 
issued  on  the  ijoth  of  ilav,  for  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  three  regiments.  At  once  the  whole 
state  was  echoing  with  the  notes  of  martial 
music  and  tJie  whole  land  was  ablaze  with  wild 
military  enthusiasm.  The  very  first  man  to 
enrol!  as  a  volunteer  was  the  well  known  J.  J. 
Hardin.,  a  brave  soldier— as  lie  afterward 
proved.  In  ten  days  thirty-five  full  companies 
were  raised  and  by  the  middle  of  June  there 
were  forty  companies  raised,  in  excess  of  the 
call.  After  these  three  regiments  had  rendez- 
voused in  Alton  and  had  been  sworn  in,  Hon. 
E.  T>.  Baker,  member  of  congress  from  the 
Sangamon  district,  was  authorized  by  the  sec- 
retary of  war  to  raise  another  regiment  in 
Illinoiw.  This  regiment  was  promptly  and 
easily  raised  and  was  composed  of  two  com- 
panies from  Sangamon  and  one  company  from 
each  of  the  following  counties:  Macon,  Mc- 
Lean. DeWitt,  Logan,  Tazewell,  Edgar.  Perry 
and  "Little  Menard."  Hon.  Thomas  L.  Harris 
was  tacitly  recognized  as  captain  of  this  com- 
pany, thoiigji  no  election  was  held  till  some 
time  later.  The  regiment  was  taken  to  Jef- 
ferson Barracks,  twelve  miles  below  St.  Louis, 
and  there  an  election  of  regimental  officers  was 
held.  E.  D.  Baker  was  elected  colonel,  former 
Lieutenant  Governor  of  Hlinois  John  Moore, 
of  McLean,  was  chosen  lieutenant-colonei.  and 
Thomas  L.  Harris,  of  Petersburg,  major.  The 
Menard  county  company  had  eighty-two  men. 
Major  Harris  promoted  making  the  eighty- 
third.  A.  D.  Wright  was  elected  captain;  Wil- 
liam C.  Clary,  first  lieutenant;  Shelton  John- 
son, second,  and  Robert  Scott,  third  lieutenant. 
All  this  company,  except  William  Phillips,  who 
returned  home  on  furlough,  and  did  not  return, 
and  Elias  Hohimer.  who,  at  Xcw  Orleans  re- 
ceived permission  to  return  home,  the  remain- 
ing eighty-one  men  boarded  the  brig,  Mary 
Jones,  and  were  landed  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Rio  Grande,  in  Texas.  From  here  the  cora- 
|)anv  marched  up  the  Rio  Grande  toward  Ca- 


nmrgo.  This  was  a  terrible  march,  the  climate 
and  food  disagreeing  with  the  men  so  that 
dcatli  wrought  awful  havoc  among  them.  Every 
day's  march  was  marked  by  a  grave.  On  t!iat 
short  march  twenty-one  men  died  and  seven 
were  sent  home,  l>eing  so  diseased  as  to  !>«  un- 
fit for  service.  From  Camargo  they  marched 
by  land  to  Tampico,  a  distance  of  five  hundn-il 
miles.  On  this  march  seven  more  men  dietL 
making  thirty-seven  from  the  ranks.  I)y  death 
and  disease.  From  Taiupico  the  command 
sailed  to  Vera  Cruz  by  the  steamship  Alal)amn. 
This  coni]>any  was  in  the  battle  of  Vera  Cniz 
and  did  not  lose  a  man.  From  tJiere  they 
marched  to  Ccrro  Gordo,  and  entered  the  bat- 
tle with  forty-two  men,  and  in  the  battle  they 
liad  three  men  killed  and  tliree  severely  wound- 
ed. The  killed  were  George  Yocum.  Al  Horu- 
haek  and  Lieutenant  Johnson.  Robert  Scott, 
John  Ritchey  and  Cornelius  Ronrkc  were  se- 
verely wounded.  Mr.  Eourke  lost  his  left  teg, 
it  ijeing  shot  off  near  his  body.  He  recoven'(L 
iiowever,  and  lived  in  Petersburg  for  many 
years,  filling  many  places  of  honor  and  trnst, 
and  died  at  an  advanced  age,  honored  and  n*- 
speeted  by  all.  The  command  was  discharged 
soon  after  the  battle  of  Cerro  Gordo,  their  time 
having  expired,  and  they  reached  home  in  the 
fall  of  184T.  We  can  learn  of  but  one  of 
this  company  who  is  still  living;  that  is  George 
W.  Denton,  a  resident  of  Grecnview,  in  this 
county. 


WAR  OF  THE  REBELLION'. 

We  are  not  going  to  write  a  history  of  the 
(Jivi!  war,  for  if  we  had  the  time,  space  and 
uialerial  we  would  not  do  so,  because  there 
is  now  much  more  war  literature  in  the  coun- 
try than  is  read.  But  a  History  of  Menard 
County  which  did  not  contain  its  war  record 
would  not  be  a  history  of  the  county.  Noth- 
ing will  he  of  more  interest  in  the  future  than 
a  lecord  of  those  four  long,  dark  years.  It  is 
a  duty  that  we  owe  to  the  soldiers  who  took 
part  in  this  liloody  struggle,  to  preserve  the 
leading  facts.  Esjx'eially  do  we  owe  it  to  the 
long  list  of  the  dead,  who  laid  down  their  lives 
for  their  country's  honor;  we  owe   it  to  the 
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iiiaiuiiH)  and  crippled  living,  who  wuro  lawrat- 
ed  and  torn  by  sliot  and  sIigM;  and  last,  but 
not  least,  we  owe  it  to  the  widows  and  orphans 
of  our  soldiers  who  left  home  with  all  its  en- 
deMrnientw.  and  whose  Ixxiies  festered  in  tlie 
sun,  and  whose  ashes  now  fatten  the  soi!  of 
the  "sunny  South."  Slenard  county  had  l)een 
Dein<x,TatiL'  in  iwlities  for  many  years,  and  in 
the  presidential  race  between  Lincoln  and 
l)ou;;las.  just  at  the  beginning  of  the  war.  not- 
withtitantfing  the  high  esteem  in  which  5Ir. 
Lincoln  was  held  by  all  the  people,  Mr.  Doug- 
las received  a  large  majority  of  the  votes  in 
the  county.  A  largo  majority  of  the  people 
op|K)sed  the  Republican  party  and  its  policy, 
yet  wiien  grim-visagi'd  war  cast  its  shadow  over 
the  land  and  the  flag  was  fired  on  at  iort 
Sumter,  and  the  blood  of  American  citizens 
had  been  actually  spilled,  the  spirit  of  patri- 
otism ran  high  and  the  pnlso  of  all  began  to 
beat  full  and  (piiek;  and  when  the  question  of 
union  and  disunion  became  the  issue  then  the 
Democrats  and  Republicans  forgot  their  old 
differences  and  {|uarrel8,  and  heart  to  heart 
and  shoulder  to  shoulder,  they  resolved  to  sac- 
rifice all  for  the  Tnion.  But  we  will  not  take 
your  time  to  tell  all  of  the  story.  Illinois 
raisi'd  six  regiments  for  the  Jlexican  war;  for 
the  war  of  the  Re!>ellion  she  raised  more  than 
one  hundred  and  twenty.  So  the  first  regi- 
ment raised  for  the  Civil  war  whs  numlwrcd 
the  seventh.  This  regiment  was  mustered  in- 
to service  on  the  25th  of  April.  1«61.  The 
first  regiment  that  had  Jlenard  county  men 
in  it  was  the  Fourteenth,  Company  E.  of  this 
regiment,  Iwing  raised  in  this  county.  This 
regiment  was  called  into  the  state  service  for 
thirty  days,  under  the  "Ten  Regiment  Hill." 
It  rendezvoused  in  .TackMmvillc  and  was  mus- 
tered into  the  service  for  thirty  days  on  the 
4th  of  May,  1861.  On  the  -J^th  of  the  same 
month  it  was  mustered  into  the  service  of  the 
Vnited  States  for  three  years  by  ('a[)tain 
Pitcher,  U.  S.  A.  In  .Tuly.  1861,  it  was  or- 
dere<l  to  Missouri,  and  its  first  service  was  the 
capture  and  parole  of  a  rebel  force  under  James 
S.  Greene,  former  United  States  senator  from 
Missouri.  This  regiment  was  with  Fremont 
in  his  campaign  to  Springfield,  Missouri. 
Thev  arrived  at  Fort  Donelson  the  day  after 


the  fight.  From  Donelson  they  marchiH]  to 
Fort  Henry  and  went  by  transport  up  the 
Tennessee  river  to  Pittsburg  Landing.  Up  to 
this  time  the  regiment  had  never  "smelt  gun- 
powder," but  a  baptism  of  fire,  in  the  full 
meaning  of  tiiat  phrase,  awaited  them.  Here, 
on  the  6th  and  7tli  of  April,  this  command 
lost,  in  killed  and  wounded,  fully  one-half  of 
those  engaged.  This  is  no  mere  surmise,  but 
is  taken  from  the  adjutant  general's  report. 
On  the  evening  the  7lli  that  grand  charge  was 
made  which  turned  tlie  tide  of  battle  in  favor 
of  the  Union  forces.  This  splendid  charge  was 
led  by  the  Fourteenth,  with  Colonel  Hall  at 
the  head  of  the  column.  {Jeneral  Veatch.  who 
commanded  the  brigade  to  which  the  Four- 
teenth was  attached,  uses  the  E'ollowing  lan- 
guage: "Colonel  Hall,  of  the  Fourteenth  Illi- 
nois, led  with  his  regiment  that  gallant  ehargi' 
on  llonday  evening,  which  drove  the  enemy  be- 
yond our  lines  and  closed  the  struggle  of  that 
nicnioraide  day."  If  any  one  has  any  doubts 
concerning  the  storm  of  lead  and  iron  that 
this  comniand  passed  through  on  that  occasion, 
let  him  go  to  Memorial  Hall,  in  Springfield. 
and  i-i>unt  the  forty-two  ragged  bullet  holes 
made  in  the  regimental  colors  in  that  one 
battle,  and  he  will  be  convinced.  This  regi- 
ment took  an  active  and  important  part  in 
the  battles  of  Corinth,  Memphis  and  Bolivar. 
It  was  also  in  the  siege  of  Vickshurg  till  its 
fall  on  the  4th  of  July,  1864.  In  the  latter 
part  of  lS6:i  the  Fourteenth  and  Fifteenth 
regiments,  were  consolidated  into  the  "Four- 
teenth and  Fifteenth  Illinois  Veteran  Brigade." 
In  lHli4,  while  Sherman  was  on  his  march. 
General  Hood  made  his  demonstration  against 
Sherman's  rear,  in  the  month  of  October,  and 
a  large  number  of  this  brigade  was  killetl, 
and  by  far  the  greater  part  of  the  remainder 
were  ca|»ture(l  and  sent  to  Southern  prisons. 
Those  who  escaped  in  this  disastci  were  mount- 
ed and  served  as  scouts  during  the  remainder 
of  the  march  to  the  sea.  They  were  the  first 
to  drive  the  Confederate  pickets  into  Savan- 
nah, Georgia.  In  the  spring  of  lH(i,')  the  bat- 
talion organizcti,  was  discontinued,  and  at 
Goldsltoro.  N'orth  Carolina,  the  two  regiments 
were  reformed,  being  filled  up  by  recruits,  and 
Colonel  Hal]  again  took  command  of  the  old 
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Fonrtopnth.  The  rt'giiiwnt  was  inustorwl  out 
of  wrviw  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansns.  on  the 
l(ith  of  btptenilHT,  18(it  and  reachtd  hpring- 
fiehl,  Illinois  oa  the  iii  The  (ifTftregate  of 
men  iHlonging  to  the  rianiimt,  first  and  last, 
was  one  thousand  mm  hundred  and  eighty, 
and  the  nuniher  mii-ttrtd  out  at  Fort  Leaven- 
worth wa-  four  htindnd  ami  t  ght\  It  ftiin  in 
serviee  four  \ears  and  four  montlis  and  during 
tills  time  it  marched  four  tlioutand  four  hun- 
ilreil  and  ninety  miles,  Iravclwl  hy  rail  two  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  thirty  miles,  by  sti'am- 
Imt-.t  and  traijHpnrt  four  thous'ind  four  hnn- 
dred  and  ninety  miles,  making  in  ail  elevm 
thou.sand  six  luindred  and  seventy  miles.  Its 
olliiers  in  their  order  were:  Colonels  John 
M.  I'aimer  and  Cyrus  Hall :  lieutenant  eolonels, 
Aniory  K.  Johnson  and  William  Cam;  majors, 
Jonathan  Morrin  and  John  F.  Xolte.  Com- 
|iany  E  was  raisi'd  in  Menard  county,  eighty 
men  of  the  eonnty  joining  it.  The  first  eap- 
tain  was  Aniory  K.  Johnson,  followed  by  Fred- 
erie  Mead,  of  Petershurg,  and  he  by  Henry  M. 
Pedaii.  of  Khelhyville.  The  first  lieutenants. 
in  their  order,  were:  Jaeoh  M.  Early,  of  Po- 
tershurg;  Ethan  H.  Norton,  also  of  Petersburg, 
and  Alonzo  J.  Gillespie,  of  Blooiningtou,  Illi- 
nois: second  lieutenants,  K.  H.  Norton  and  A. 
J.  Gillespie,  Of  this  eompany.  John  L.  Ktn- 
uiiin.  of  Petersburg,  was  killed  in  action,  at 
Shiloh.  Ai»ril  (!,  lH(i2.  None  of  this  eompany 
deserted  and  the  following  were  discharged  on 
ae'.'ount  of  disability:  John  Murphy.  James 
Wilhite.  Joseph  Todd  and  Edwin  Worth.  .\ll 
of  these  statements  are  from  the  adjntant  gen- 
eral's re|>ort.  and  are  therefore  absolutely  cor- 
reet.  One  eompany — Company  A— of  the 
Fourtwnth  and  Fifteenth  Brigade,  or  jiroperly 
Italallion.  was  also  composed  of  Menard  coun- 
ty men.  hut  in  the  eighty  men  of  C(nn|iHny  E, 
of  the  Fourteenth,  and  the  tweiitv-fnur  of  Com- 
pnny  A.  of  the  Battalion,  no  man  i*  counted 
twice.  The  history  of  the  Battalion  is  sketched 
in  that  of  the  Fourteenth,  lieiur  it  is  uime<- 
essary  to  repeat  it  here.  Tli.se  nu'n  all  saw 
hard  service  and  were  true  and  tried  soldiers. 
This  brings  us  to  the  history  of  the  Twenly- 
ei;;hlh  Infantry.  This  regiment  was  organised 
by  Lieutenant  Colonel  I»nis  H.  Waters,  at 
Camp  Butler,    in    August.    IHfM.     On    Ibe   las( 


day  of  January,  181)2,  it  was  taken  to  Padueali, 
Kentucky,  and  was  there  assigned  to  Brigadier 
General  Lew  Wallace's  Division,  in  Colonel  if. 
L.  Smith's  Brigade.  On  April  (>.  18ti2,  they 
were  in  the  battle  of  Pittsburg  Landing.  Be- 
fore eight  o'clock  in  the  morning  they  weiv? 
Iwl  into  that  part  of  the  battlefield  known  as 
the  "Peach  Orchard,"  and  the  enemy,  with 
the  design  of  turning  the  Union  flank,  pounil 
a  most  galling  fire  upon  that  part  of  the  field. 
Stubbornly  and  doggedly  these  Illinoisans  held 
their  position,  from  eight  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing till  after  three  in  the  afternoon,  nor  did 
they  then  retire  till  orders  came  directly  from 
Brigadier  General  S.  A.  Hurllmt  to  do  so. 
On  Monday,  the  7th,  they  were  hotly  engaged 
all  day,  till  victory  closed  the  engagement  late 
in  the  evening.  In  all  this  long  and  hotly 
contested  battle  of  two  days,  this  regiment 
never  wavered,  nor  were  its  lines  ever  broken 
or  driven  back.  During  these  two  days  ilie 
ivgiment  lost  two  hundred  and  thirty  nine  men, 
in  killed  and  wounded.  In  the  same  year,  in 
May,  they  were  at-tively  engaged  in  the  siege 
of  Corinth,  and  from  there  marehed  to  Mem- 
phis. In  the  early  part  of  October  the  regi- 
ment was  in  the  battle  of  Hatehie  river,  or 
Matemora.  where  it  lost  ninety-seven  men  in 
killed  and  wounded  and  missing.  They  were 
in  the  siege  of  Viekshurg.  from  the  11th  of  June 
till  the  surrender,  on  the  4th  of  July.  During 
the  siege  a  detachment  of  alwnt  eight  hundred 
men  from  the  Forty-first,  Fifty-third  and 
Twenty-eighth  Illinois  and  the  Third  Iowa  In- 
fiintry  was  ordered  to  charge  across  an  ojH'n 
field,  si\  hundred  yards  wide,  and  carry  a  line 
of  the  enemy's  works,  from  which  twelve  dark- 
mouthed  cannon  frowned,  ami  behind  which 
lay  two  thousand  men  eager  for  the  fray.  The 
bugle  souniled  the  advance:  not  a  man  fal- 
ti  red.  not  a  cheek  blanched,  hut  on.  right  on 
■'into  tlie  jaws  of  death  rode"  the  eight  hun- 
drul.  .\s  they  came  tliey  were  met  by  a  piti- 
less slorm  of  rifle  and  minio-lwills,  while  the 
twelve  cannon  helclied  a  constant  storm  of  fire, 
lead  and  iron,  and  when  they  reached  the 
works  llcir  wl-.dc  line  iv;;s  swept  from  every 
-ide,  SI.  Iliat  to  [lersisi  was  aniiihilntion.  They 
icnva1,.d  to  their  line,  leaving  m-.ir  lh<i„  hilf 
llui,  ,niml.rr  ,h;i'h  or  ivi.umlnl.  ou    Ihr  /rVW. 
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Of  till  out  Imiulrtd  and  twmt*  tight  men  of 
the  Iwentj  eighth  that  wtrt  Jii  the  charge, 
M\(iit\  thret  wtr(  kilkd  or  wounded  and  &i\ 
teeu  wen.  taWtn  pnionLr-  tight\  ULne  Wi 
Uhmd  to  thirt\  nine  who  riturned  In  !**(  4 
thi-.  ngtment  HMnli^tid  a^  vtterans  and  afttr 
uard  ns->  in  the  engage i n i nts  at  bpantsli  I^ort 
and  Mobile  ilunng  tht  war  thi--  re^initnt  h  1 1 
nint  othans  killed  nini.tnn  wounded  and  two 
(lied  of  disease  prnatcs  killed  fift\  two  died 
of  wound-  tliirt\  four  munded  two  hundred 
an  I  *i\t\  h\f  iiii-.i-ing  soentttn  killed  bv 
arddint  h\t  died  of  di  la-t  ont  hundred  and 
thirt\  Hint  Of  tin-,  regiment  i  K  and  C 
wert  all  or  in  part  from  Menard  <ount\ 
Compant  h  tantainid.  in  all,  one  hundre  1  and 
seien  men  f niin  this  county.  The  officers  wore : 
C'a|)tains,  William  J.  Estill  and  Thomas  Swear- 
engin,  both  of  Petersburg:  fii-st  lieutenants, 
li^aac  B.  Estill,  Thomas  Sweareiigin  and  John 
H.  Ewing,  all  of  Petersburg;  sifond  lieuten- 
ants. Thomas  Sweareiigin  and  John  H.  Kwing. 
There  were  three  of  this  company  who  deserted. 
There  were  thirtv-ninc  men  from  Menai-d 
e-ounty,  in  Company  K.  The  officers  of  Com- 
pany K  were:  Captains.  William  K.  Itohorls 
and  Albert  J.  Moses,  from  elsewhere;  first  lieu- 
tenants, John  Brewsaugh,  Freil  Oertcrnieht, 
Alhert  J.  Moses,  John  B.  Newton  and  Deiinin 
Pride,  the  last  two  from  Menard:  second  lieu- 
tenants, John  B.  Xewton,  from  Jlenard.  and 
A.  J.  Moses.  Company  C,  of  the  Twenty- 
eighth,  bad  forty-si.\  Menard  county  men  in  it. 
Xone  of  the  commissioned  officers  of  this  com- 
pany were  from  ^(enanl.  One  man  of  this 
(■oni]»any,  from  Menard,  was  killed  in  action; 
this  was  Oeerwester. 

We  come  now  to  the  Thirty-eighth  regiment 
of  Illinois  Infantry  Volunti-eis.  The  history 
of  this  regiment  is  one  of  constant  hard  work 
and  hloody  fighting.  Only  one  company  of 
this  regiment  had  re]ires<'ntative's  from  Menard 
county,  and  that  was  Company  (I,  and  there 
were  only  twelve  of  them.  Ahram  Oolden  was 
a  member  of  that  company  and  worked  up  from 
the  ranks  to  the  position  of  lieutenant,  and 
then  was  chosen  captain.  lie  lived  a  numlier 
of  years  in  Petersburg,  engaged  in  the  grocery 
business.  He  was  a  quiet,  unassuming  man, 
with  n  host  of  friends.     Ho  died  here  several 


wara  ago.  Ilia  family  citill  lives  here:  Ed. 
(jolden,  of  the  firm  of  Watkins  &  (iolden,  is 
his  mn.  Of  these  twelve  men  from  Menard 
county  not  one  was  killed  or  wounded  and 
noiK-  deserted.  The  next  regiment  containing 
men  from  this  county  was  thi-  Fifty-lirst  Illi- 
nois Infantry.  .\s  but  few  of  our  men  were 
in  this  regiment,  we  give  lint  a  very  brief 
account  of  it.  This  regiment  was  organised 
at  Camp  Douglas.  Chicago.  Illinois,  by  Colonel 
GillKTt  W.  Cumming.  on  the  ^Ith  of  IX^i-cm- 
her,  18(11.  Its  first  service  was  at  Island  Xo. 
ly,  where,  on  the  8th  of  April,  IHl!';;.  it  forced 
the  surrender  of  (ieneral  Macall,  with  four 
thousand  men.  Afterward  it  was  in  the  battle 
of  Farmington,  and  the  siege  of  Corinth.  At 
Mission  Kidge,  this  regiment  ln.=t  one-fifth  of 
its  men  that  went  into  action.  This  ngimeut 
took  part  in  the  battles  of  Kenesaw  Mountain, 
.Vtlanta.  Franklin,  Tennessee,  and  other  less 
important  engagements.  It  was  niuslered  out 
September  2.i,  lHllo.  In  company  F.  of  this 
regiment,  there  were  eleve-n  men  from  ^^enard 
county.  Of  these  none  were  offi<'ers  and  none 
were  killed  or  wounded,  but  two  of  the  eleven 
dc-erted.  The  Seventy-first  Regiment  was  en- 
listed for  thre-e  months"  service  only.  Com- 
pany (;.  of  this  regiment,  was  partially  raised 
in  this  county,  thirty-seven  of  the  men  iicing 
from  here.  Of  the  officers,  only  one  was  froiii 
1-cTc  and  that  was  First  Lieutenant  James  C. 
Tiee.  of  Petersburg.  Of  these'  none  wen"  killed 
or  wounded  and  only  one  died  of  disease^this 
was  William  II.  Graham,  from  the  eastern  part 
of  the  diunty.  Wo  come  now  to  the  Seventy- 
third  Infantry,  and  we  can  not.  more  briefly 
or  [lointedly  give  an  outline  of  the  work  of 
this  regiment  than  by  (pioting  the  re))oi^  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  James  1.  Daviilson,  as  made 
to  .Vdjiitaiit  (ieneriil  Hayne.  Tliis  report  was 
■  latcd  at  Springfield.  Illinois.  March  li),  IRfir. 
"Having  no  record  of  the  regiment  with  me  a 
history  would  bo  impossible.  The  regiment 
was  .irganixed  at  Camp  Butler,  state  of  Illi- 
nois, in  .\iigust,  1«(i2,  and  immediately  be- 
came |iart  of  fleneral  Buell's  army;  fought 
nobly  at  Perryville,  finished  under  General 
Thomas  at  Xashville.  The  Seventy-third  Illi- 
nois Volunteer  Infantry  was  in  every  battle 
fought  by  the  Army  of  the  Cundierland  from 
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October,  18f>a,  until  the  rout  of  General 
Hood's  army  at  Nashville,  and  the  windin|r  up 
of  the  whole  matter.  The  only  report  tliat  1 
can  make.  General,  is  that  our  dead  are  found 
at  Perryville,  Jlurfreeshoro,  Chickamauga,. 
Mission  Uhlge,  away  in  East  Tennessee,  and 
then  in  the  sueeession  of  battles  from  Chatta- 
nooga to  the  fall  of  Atlanta.  And  when  Sher- 
man pushed  down  south,  the  Seventy-tliird  re- 
mained with  Genera!  Thomas.  It  formed  a 
part  of  Opeilyke's  Brigade,  at  Franklin,  which 
saved  tlie  day  and  gave  him  his  star,  and  lost 
its  last  man  killed  in  driving  Hood's  army 
from  Nashville.  It  has,  more  than  once,  been 
complimented  by  its  general.  It  lost  heavily 
in  Murfreesboro,  Chickamauga,  Mission  Ridge 
and  Franklin,  It  had  two  majors  and  two 
adjutant*  killed,  and  nearly  every  officer  of 
f];e  regiment  wounded,  at  some  time,  several  of 
them  several  times,  but  as  to  the  number 
of  killetl  and  wounded,  I  know  not.  We  left 
the  state  one  of  the  largest  and  returned  one 
of  the  smallest  regiments.  Her  ofheers  and 
men,  espeeially  her  men,  have  never  been  sur- 
passed for  bravery,  endurance,  and  devotion 
to  the  country.  I  believe  that  nearly  two- 
thirds  of  the  organization  wasted  away,  either 
by  diwasi'.  death  or  battle  during  the  three 
years'  service."  Such  is  the  simple,  unosten- 
tatious record  of  this  devoted  regiment.  In 
Company  F,  of  this  regiment,  were  thirty  of 
the  citizens  of  Menard  county.  Of  the  otReers 
of  this  company  none  were  from  this  county, 
e.\ei'pt  the  first  captain,  George  Montgomery, 
and  he  served  only  till  the  19th  of  December, 
18fi2.  when  he  resigned  and  left  the  command. 
Of  these  three  were  killed  in  action,  eight  died 
of  di.iease;  four  were  severely  wounded,  and 
from  this  we  see  that,  of  this  little  band  that 
went  out  from  here,  to  fight  the  battle.*  of 
llieir  country,  more  than  one-third  of  the  num- 
ber were  left  to  sleep  amid  the  ilowers  of  the 
stuithland,  undisturbed  by  the  roar  of  battle 
or  the  clash  of  arms,  while  half  the  number 
were  among  the  dead  and  wounded,  when  the 
final  account  of  the  regiment  was  made  up. 
Their  comraihs  in  arms  "carved  not  a  line 
and  raised  not  a  slone,  but  left  therii  alone  in 
their  glory."  From  the  Seventy-third  to  the 
Eiglity-tifth,  there  are  to  be  found  no  repre- 


sentatives from  "Little  Menard,"  save  now  and 
then  the  single  name  of  some  one  who  enlisted 
among  strangers.  The  writer  spent  days  and 
weeks  in  the  search  for  such  names,  in  order 
that  the  record  might  he  corwct,  a  labor  for 
wiiich  he  may  not  even  be  thanked.  But  com- 
pany F,  of  the  Eighty-fifth  Regiment,  was 
largely  made  U])  from  here,  it  having  no  less 
than  seventy-five  names  on  its  roll  of  men  from 
this  county.  This  regiment  was  organized  by 
Colonel  Robert  S.  Moore,  at  Peoria,  on  tlie 
28th  (lay  of  August,  1862.  The  corps  to 
which  if  was  assigned  was  commanded  by  Mc- 
Cook,  and  tiic  division  by  General  Phil  Sheri- 
dan. Its  first  actual  experience  of  war  was  on 
October  1,  1862,  when  it  took  part  in  the  battle 
of  Champion  Hill,  at  Perry ville,  Kentucky. 
After  long  and  hard  service  it  was  mustered 
out  June  5,  180,5,  at  Washington,  D.  C.  Com- 
pany E,  of  the  Eighty-fifth  regiment,  was 
largely  made  up  of  men  from  this  county;  its 
company  officers  were  ali  from  Petersburg.  f)f 
the  seventy-five  men  in  this  company  from  this 
county,  just  one-third  were  dead  or  woundefl 
iiefore  the  time  of  service  expired.  No  less 
than  ten  of  this  company  deserted.  Plea.^ant 
S.  Scott,  who  was  at  first  captain  of  this  com- 
pany was  promoted  to  the  position  of  major, 
served  out  his  time  and  returned  to  Petersburg, 
where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying 
in  1903  or  1904.  We  come  now  to  the  One 
Hundred  and  Sixth  regiment,  which  was  or- 
ganized on  the  li)tli  of  August,  1802,  in  Lin- 
coln, Ijogan  county,  Ilhnois,  by  Colonel  Robert 
B.  I^thani.  It  was  mustered  into  service  on 
the  18fh  of  September,  of  the  same  year. 
While  this  regiment  was  very  useful  and  did 
a  great  deal  of  very  im|>ortant  service,  yet  it 
saw  but  little,  if  any,  of  the  real  tragedy  of 
war.  Its  service  was  almost  entirely  confiniHl 
to  the  west,  it  being  west  of  the  Mississip]»t 
river  nearly  all  the  time  it  served.  The  only 
regimental  officer  from  this  county  was  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  John  M.  Hurt,  of  .Athens,  who 
died  at  Pine  Bluff,  Arkansas,  on  the  18th  of 
Novemlier,  18(54,  Company  K.  of  this  regi- 
inenl.  was  made  up  in  this  county  and  con- 
sisted of  one  hundred  and  two  men.  The  first 
cajitain  of  this  coiripany  was  Alonzo  E.  Cur- 
rier, of  Athens.     He  nsigned  June  15.  I8i}.1, 
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and  was  suci'wded  by  George  Collier,  of  Peters- 
burg. But  only  eleven  days  after  his  appoint- 
ment Captain  Collier  died  of  disease  and  was 
succeeded  by  Lieutenant  John  A.  Hurt,  of 
Athens.  On  the  asth  of  March,  18(!o,  Captain 
Hurt  was  honorably  discharged,  to  be  promoted 
major.  Lieutenant  Hainuel  PL  Blane  then  be- 
came captain  and  served  to  the  close  of  the 
war.  Captain  Blanc  entered  the  profession 
of  the  law  after  he  returned  from  the  war, 
settled  in  Petersburg  and  enjoyed  a  fine  prac- 
tice during  his  life.  He  died  in  li)04,  respected 
by  all.  His  family  still  reside  in  that  place. 
Through  a  singular  providence,  or  fatality,  as 
some  of  the  meml)er8  of  this  regiment  put  it, 
they  were  never  permitted  to  show  their  prow- 
ess on  the  ensanguined  field,  but  we  have  no 
doubt  that  the  motives  prompting  them  to  en- 
list were  just  as  pure  and  just  as  patriotic  as 
those  of  any  other  command  in  the  service. 
And  we  have  no  doubt  that  if  the  opportunity 
had  been  given  them  that  they  would  have  won 
as  many  laurels  as  any  who  fought  under  the 
stars  and  stripes.  As  said  before  it  was  no 
fault  of  theirs  that  they  did  not  fight,  for  Imth 
officers  and  men  enlisted  for  the  jmrpose  of 
fighting.  Of  the  regiments  named  there  is  not 
one  of  which  an  Illinoisan  need  be  ashamed, 
but  there  were  some  that  had  letter  o|>[>or- 
tunities  to  write  deeds  of  daring,  in  crimson 
letters,  than  others,  .\mong  the  Illinois  regi- 
ments which  will  live  in  the  memory  of  men 
we  may  name  the  gallant  One  Hundred  and 
Fourteenth-  This  regiment  was  made  up  of 
six  companies  from  Sangamon  county,  B,  C, 
E.  C,  H  and  1;  two  from  Cass.  A  and  D; 
and  two  from  Slenard.  F  and  K.  The  regi- 
ment was  made  up  in  the  months  of  July  and 
Aiignst,  1862,  and  was  miistered  into  service 
on  the  18th  of  Septeml^r  following.  It  was 
at  once  sent  to  Memphis.  Tennessee,  where  it 
did  i»!eket  duty  until  the  Sfith  of  Xovendier. 
when  it  started  on  the  Tallahatchie  campaign, 
as  a  part  of  the  First  Brigade  of  Brigadief  Gen- 
eral Lanman's  Division.  During  the  winter 
it  marched  to  College  Hill  and  thence  to  Jack- 
son and  then  liack  to  Memphis.  On  March 
17.  1863.  it  was  transported  down  the  river 
to  Young's  Point,  and  afterward  went  into 
camp  at  Puckport,  Louisiana.     On  thr  1  tth  of 


May,  lAiVi,  they  were  engaged  in  the  battle  of 
Jackson,  Mississippi ;  reached  the  rear  of  Vicks- 
burg  the  18th  and  engaged  in  the  siege.  On 
the  4th  of  August,  Colonel  Jaines  W.  Judy 
resigned,  just  one  month  after  the  surrender 
of  Vicksburg  and  eighteen  days  Itefore  he  had 
served  a  year.  He  was  succeeded  by  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  John  F.  King.  Samuel  N.  Shoup 
acted  as  colonel  after  May  11,  1865.  The  regi- 
ment was  in  the  engagements  at  Wyatt,  Jlis- 
siiisippi.  (iuntown,  Tupelo  and  Harrisonvillc, 
It  also  marched  after  General  Price  from  the 
Arkansas  border  to  Kansas  City  and  back  to 
St.  I»uis.  On  the  M  of  August,  1H65,  they 
were  mustered  out.  Company  C  of  this  regi- 
ment, though  not  credited  to  this  county,  had 
Ihirty  men  from  Menard  in  its  rank  and  file. 
Out  of  the  thirty  four  were  killed  in  battle: 
two  died  of  wounds:  thri'e  were  severely  wound- 
ed, two  of  whom  died;  two  die<l  in  prison; 
six  deserted,  and  thirteen  died  of  disease. 
Company  F  iimstered  fifty-six  men  from  Mo 
nard  county.  Captain  Absalom  Miller,  of  Me- 
nard; First  Lieutenant  Willett  B.  Taylor,  of 
{.lass ;  and  Second  Lieutenant  Joseph  'J'-  Work- 
man, of  Menard,  were  tlte  company  officers. 
Two  of  this  company  were  killed  in  action; 
three  were  severely  wounded,  two  of  whom 
died:  two  died  in  prison;  twelve  died  of  dis- 
ease; and  two  deserted.  Company  K,  of  the 
One  Hundred  and  Fourteenth  was  also  raised 
in  this  county,  ninety-two  of  her  citizens  be- 
ing enrolled  in  it.  The  company  officers  were, 
ail  but  oiH',  from  this  county.  They  were: 
Captains,  Samuel  Estill  and  Robert  Hornl>ack; 
first  lieutenantfi,  Liieian  Terliune  and  Ezra 
Fish;  second  lieutenant,  Henry  C.  Rogge.  Of 
the  men,  Jose|>h  Denton  was  killed  in  action; 
James  Morris  and  John  M.  Hart  died  of 
woiinds;  Jesse  Knoles  lost  a  leg  at  the  knee, 
but  recovered;  four  were  taken  prisoners — Wil- 
liam J.  Allen,  Henry  Beekman.  Evan  McTjcan 
and  Samuel  H.  Knolis,  Xot  long  before  this 
S.  S.  Knoles  was  hit  s(]uare  over  the  heart  by 
a  minie-ball,  but  a  bunch  of  letters  from  his 
affianced  bride,  w:liom  he  afterward  married, 
saved  his  life.  (See  account  in  the  sketch  of 
his  life,  in  another  place.)  Eight  of  the  pri- 
vates died  of  disease:  David  F.  Estill,  Lous 
P.  Moore.  William  J.  Denton,  George^'.  Pow- 
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ell,  Isaac  F.  Estill,  William  Johnson,  Harmon 
ileyer,  Josojili  Onwold,  Isaac  Sniwlgrass,  UIumIop 
Snodgraf's,  Jolm  W.  Trmnbo,  Walter  Taylor, 
Arthur  Thomas  and  John  Velkin.  Eijiht  of 
the  privates,  full  of  ehivalrv  and  patriotism, 
took  French  leavo  and  diverted.  Jlenard  had 
one  hundred  and  si' vi-nty -eight  men  in  this 
regiment  of  biave  men.  Many  of  thciii  sleep 
on  the  hillsides  of  the  south ;  and  many  more 
have  passed,  since  the  war,  to  the  other  shore, 
while  the  reiuainder  are  enjoying  the  liberties 
tliat  they  fought  so  bravely  for,  having  heeu 
engaged  so  long  in  the  arts  of  peace  as  to 
have  almost  forgotten  thosy  dark  experiences 
in  the  field.  The  One  Hundred  and  Fifteenth 
Illinois  Infantry  will  now  claim  a  Iirief  notice, 
as  a  nnniiter  of  men  from  .Menard  served  in  it. 
If  there  were  none  from  this  county  in  the 
regiment  we  woiild  be  temjited  to  s[)eak  of  it, 
as  no  record  of  Illinois  soldiers  is  complete 
that  does  not  tell  something  of  the  daring  deeds 
of  this  faitlifiil  body  of  men.  This  regiment 
was  ordered  into  the  field  from  Camp  Bntlcr, 
Illinois,  on  Octok'r  4,  1S(!2,  having  heen  mns- 
tcR'd  in'  the  i;lth  of  Se|iteniber  the  same  year. 
Its  first  active  sen-ice  in  the  iield  was  when 
it  was  ordered  to  Franklin,  Tennessee,  in  March, 
18()3,  bnt  the  mortality  in  the  regiment  from 
exposure,  hard  marching  and  bad  diet  had 
been  fearful,  t'p  to  the  date  just  given  over 
two  hundred  had  died  or  l)cen  permanently  dis- 
abled— they  died  by  scores.  After  driving 
Genera)  Bragg's  army  across  the  Tennessee 
river  on  the  24th  of  June,  18(i3,  they  had  a 
respite  from  battle  till  the  ISlth  of  September. 
On  that  day  they  engaged  in  the  bloody  con- 
Hict  of  Chiekamauga  and  that  and  the  follow- 
insT  day  were  day.*  never  to  be  forgotten.  On 
the  "JOrh  more  than  half  of  the  brigade,  to 
which  this  regiment  was  attached,  were  cut 
down  on  the  field  but  they  held  their  ground 
without  wavering.  This  regiment  took  part 
ill  the  Imtti.'s  of  Chattanooga,  Mission  Ridge 
and  innumerable  skirmishes.  In  the  eam])uign 
around  Chattanooga  the  regiment  lost  two  Inin- 
dred  and  thirty-five  men  and  ten  iiflieers.  .Vft- 
er  thi..^  it  f.mght  nt  Palton.  I!es.>.-a.  AUniita 
and  other  ]ioints  and  was  finally  in  the  pur- 
suit of  Hood  fnnu  Xashville.  On  the  lltli  of 
June.    lH(i.-).    it    was    mustered    out    of   service 


and  reached  Cam])  Butler.  Illinois,  on  the  ■-J:!d 
of  June,  in  that  year.  The  olfieers  of  c-oni- 
pany  K  were  a:i  follows:  Captains,  James 
Steele  and  Alouzo  Pierce,  iiotii  of  Menard,  and 
Philip  Riley,  of  Springfield ;  first  lieutenants, 
Sylvester  M.  Bailey,  of  Salisbury.  Philip  Riley 
and  Sanmel  Alexander,  of  Menard;  second  lieu- 
tenant, Philip  Riley.  Of  this  company  two 
wciv?  killed  in  action,  three  died  in  prison,  sis 
died  of  disease  and  six  deserted. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-third  Illinois 
\'oluuteer  Infantry  was  iuustered  into  the  oni* 
hundred  days'  servia^  on  the  Hist  of  May.  1S(H. 
it  guarded  prisoners  during  its  t'me  of  service. 
Company  I  of  this  regimeflt  had  twenty-thn'e 
Menard  county  men  in  its  ranks.  Ethan  \. 
Norton,  of  Petersburg,  was  first  lieutenant  in 
this  company;  the  remainder  of  the  twenty- 
three  were  in  the  ranks.  .\s  they  were  never 
in,  an  engagement,  none  of  them  were  killed, 
of  course,  and  none  died  from  sickness,  hut 
all  returned  home  when  discharged  from  the 
service. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-second  Illinog 
Infantry  was  mustered  in  for  one  year's  service, 
on  the  IXth  of  February,  HHH.').  They  were 
ordered  to  Tullalioma,  Tennessee,  and  went  hy 
way  of  Nashville,  and  reported  to  Major  Gen- 
eral Miroy  for  duty  February  38,  IfiC.i.  They 
were  dis<'harged  at  Memphis,  Tennessee,  on  the 
nth  of  Septendier.  1S(15.  Company  A,  of  this 
regiment,  was  raised  partly  in  Menard  county. 
Two  men  from  this  eoimty  were  chosen  to  office 
in  the  company:  Merritt  Hurst,  first  lieuten- 
ant; and  Jami's  N.  Rarger.  second  lieutenant. 
None  were  killed,  wounded  or  taken  prisoner, 
(he  only  re<luction  being  from  disease  and  de- 
sertion. Four  died  of  disease  and  three  de- 
serted. 

This  el()ses  the  record  of  the  part  taken  in 
the  infantry  seiricc  hy  men  from  this  coun- 
ty, but  the  cavalry  had  several  representatives 
from  the  county,  a  record  of  which  we  will 
now  give  as  briefly  as  we  can.  The  Tenth 
Cavalry  Regiment  was  the  only  one  winch  had 
any  considerable  number  of  men  from  here 
(m  its  mnsler  roll.  The  Tenth  Cavalry  was 
organized  at  Caniji  Butler  on  the  25tii  of 
November.  IHIil,  and  on  the  1.5th  of  the  fol- 
lowing May  Dudley  Wickersham  was  ap|xiintod 
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its  (.■i.lout'l.  On  the  2(lth  of  Demiiber,  !8i;i, 
it  was  ordered  to  Qiiincy,  Illinois,  and  on  tiie 
lath  of  the  following  March  it  was  sent  to 
Bunton  Barracks,  Missouri.  From  tliis  time 
on  till  it  was  niustercd  out.  this  rogiiuent  saw 
hard  strviee.  It  was  made  up  of  a  line  lot 
of  men,  who  were  ready  and  aiixiou-;  for  the 
frav.  It  was  finally  mustered  out  of  the  serv- 
ice at  San  Antonio,  Texas,  on  the  'iid  of  Xo- 
VKHiber.  18(i5,  and  was  ordered  to  Sprinjriield, 
UliiioLs.  for  pay  and  final  discharge,  .\iine  of 
the  regimental  ottieers  were  from  this  county. 
Two  companies  of  this  command  were  made 
up.  at  least  partially,  in  this  connty;  these 
were  cfnnpanits  A  and  E.  There  were,  in  all, 
thirty-four  .Menard  connty  men  in  Company 
A,  two  of  whom  were  officers — Captain  Chris- 
topher H,  Anderson,  of  Sweetwater,  and  Sec- 
ond Lieutenant  Samuel  F.  Itusscll.  of  .\thens. 
Xone  of  Comjiany  A  were  killed  in  battle, 
though  Samnel  Montgomery  died  of  wounds 
received  in  action.  Seven  died  of  disease. 
Company  K  mustered  sixty-seven  men  from 
Menard  cfuinty.  one  of  them  Itcing  an  officer: 
this  was  Samuel  tiarl)er,  of  Pet,  rsimrfr.  he 
l>ein;i  a  first  lientenant.  None  of  tliese  were 
killed  in  action,  though  Simon  P.  Sampsim 
died  of  wounds  received  in  fight,  and  only 
four  died  of  disease.  From  some  strange  cause, 
which  will  never  he  known,  the  proportion  of 
deserters  was  excessively  large,  there  U'ing  no 
less  than  ten  out  of  the  sixty-seven  who  did  not 
"Fight  and  run  away. 
To  live  to  fight  another  day" 
But  they  ran  away  before  they  had  fought  a 
single  hattle. 

This  brings  ns  to  the  artillery,  and  only 
three  men  from  'Jfenard  county  were  in  this 
department  of  the  service,  so  far  as  we  oan 
learn,  and  as  the  adjutant  general's  report 
shows  'lames  Ward,  of  Athens,  ilenard  coun- 
ty, was  uinilered  in  as  au  unassigned  recruit. 
into  the  First  Artillery,  cm  the  2(lth  of  March. 
18fi4.  Kdward  I..  Bingley.  of  Petersburg,  en- 
listed, as  a  n-cniit,  in  Battery  B,  of  the  Sec- 
ond Artillery,  on  the  8th  of  March.  1H(>4. 
and  was  mustered  out  on  the  l-jth  of  .luiy. 
lHf!.">.  Albert  Albertson.  of  Petersburg,  enlist- 
«1  in  Battery  K,  of  the  Second  .\rtillery,  on 
the  2ad  of  January.  lK(i'J.     He  re-enlisted  ns 


a  veteran  and  served  till  the  close  of  the  war. 
He  served  most  of  the  time,  while  in  action, 
as  No.  1  or  Xo.  2;  that  is,  he  either  placed 
the  cartridge  in  the  mouth  of  the  gun,  or 
rammed  it  home,  .\lbcrtson  was  in  a  number 
of  battles,  his  battery  l)eing  charged  more  than 
once,  and  many  of  the  men  cut  down  at  the 
gnns.  Mr.  Albertson  lived  here  many  years 
after  the  close  of  the  war  an  honored  citizen. 
It  is  believed  that  he  went  west  and  is.  |H'rhaps, 
dead. 

It  is  iniiHissible  to  give  a  reliable  list  of  tho 
men  who  belonged  to  this  county  and  enlisted 
in  commands  that  were  credited  to  other  ])iaees. 
We  made  a  tliorougli  search,  spending  many 
days  in  the  effort  to  get  every  name,  but  we 
fear  that  the  list  is  imperfect.  Charles  E. 
McDougal  was  captain  of  company  E  in  the 
Sixty-first  Infantry.  He  enlisted  in  (Jreeiic 
county.  James  C.  Tice.  of  this  county,  was 
first  lieutenant  in  Company  0.  of  the  Seventy- 
first  Infantry.  Below  wc  give  a  tabular  »iew 
of  the  enlistments,  officers,  deaths  from  vari- 
ous causes,  the  wounded,  di'sertcrs.  etc.,  from 
this  county.  Had  we  the  space  we  would  be 
but  too  glad  to  give  the  deaths,  dale,  jilace. 
cause,  etc..  of  every  soldier  from  Menard 
county. 

SI  M.MAHY  OF    WAH   1tKCOltl>  OF  MKN.^lin  COl'N'TY. 


X  lii  -5 

14th  Heg..  Co.  K...   80  I  .  . 

14th  &  15th.  Co.  A.    34  ..  .. 

■^8th  Reg..  Co.  F....10,  i)  3 

28th  Reg,,  Co.  K...   ;ti)  1  1 

38th  Reg.,  Co.  C...   4(3  1  .. 

V8th  Heg.,  Co.  n...   U  ..  .. 

.■i8th  Heg..  Co.  0....   12  ..  .. 

r)lst  Reg.,  Co.  K....    11  ..  .. 

Tlst  Reg.,  Co.  C...   ■^t  ..  .. 

r.-id  Reg..  Co.  F ;!0  3  .. 

lil(>th  Reg..  Co.  K.-Kia  . .  . . 

8.1th  Reg.,  Co,  K....    7.-)  3  « 

lUth  Reg..  Co.  C...    30  4  1 

114th  Reg.,  Co.  F...    .')(>  2  3 

IHth  Reg.,  Co.  K..    !)2  1  3 

Il.-.th  Ucg..  Co.  K..    43  2  .. 
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aj  Tlii^  total  of  tlie  deaths  of  ofticers  anil  im-n. 

_i  ^'     (5  from  all  causes,  one  hundred  and  eighty-four. 

^      ^     -^  c     "o  -S       A   great    many    have   died   aineo   their   return 

"^      =      g  .i      "i  f.       home  so   that    veterans   of    the    Civil    war   are 

>"■      ^     ?:  i     C  C       rapidly  passinj;  away  anil  it  will  not  Ik-  lonii 

133d  Reg    Co  T          2'i  *'"   ^'"^  children   will   look   with   wonder  and 

152d  Keff.    Co    A  . .    4K        .  4  3     ^^'^  u]mo  the  feeble  veteran  that  stiH  linger?, 

Iflth  Cav    Co    V        A'i       1  7  waiting  for  taps  to  sound  hie  diseharge  from 

null  C'uv.    Co.  E  ...    (i(i       1  4  10      earthly  service.     The  record  of  the  namef  of 

.,^]  \Ti\]    Bat    K           1  ^"  ^'^°  served  in  the  time  of  the  nation's  |H'ril 

"^d  Artit.    Bat.  B            1  should   Ix-  presi.'rved,  that   the  coming  gonera- 

Iwt  \rtil    Bat   E           1  tions  may  know  wiio  it  was,  at  their  country's 

call,    went    forth    to    preserve    the    lil)erties   of 


the  land.  Tlie  report  of  the  adjutant  general 
is  out  of  print  and  is  very  hard  to  get.  and 
it  will  soon  be  gone,  and  then  the  name'  of 
many  worthy  soldiers  will  he  forgotten  f<irever. 
~~  We  only  regret  that  we  did  not  have  the  sjmUx- 

Tola)    1.084     :1J     22     38I2!>     50     to  record  every  name. 


Total    privates... !)S0     2!)     17     38  117 

Total  offieors 31       2       5      . .        3 

Itl  er  privates 73       3      . .      .  .        H 
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LKE  KINCAID. 

Amonj;  tlu-  most  progressive,  oapiibie  and 
siicM'ssfii]  citizens  of  Menanl  umnty  ip  Lw 
Kim-aiil.  wlio  is  fngajjed  in  the  banking  busi- 
ui'ss  in  Athens  and  also  has  other  investments 
whit-h  ht*  is  controlling  with  an  ability  that  is 
in'lieated  in  the  prosperity  that  attends  his 
efforts.  He  is  also  intimately  associated  with 
the  social  and  political  life  of  Menard  county 
and  the  history  of  this  portion  of  the  state 
would  he  incomplete  without  the  record  of  his 
caniT. 

Mr,  Kincaid  was  horn  near  Athens  nn  the  tth 
of  Fehniary.  IK.^9,  and  is  a  son  of  Thomas  Kin- 
caid. whose  sketch  a[i|>ears  elsewhere  in  this 
vnJimie,  in  taking  up  the  personal  history  of 
I.ee  Kincaid  we  present  to  onr  readers  the  life 
rn-ord  of  one  whose  [dace  in  Menard  county  is 
acknowledged  to  Ih'  among  its  foremost  citizens. 
His  early  education  was  aetpiired  in  the  public 
schools  anil  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years  he  en- 
lereil  the  university  at  Champaign,  where  he 
remained  a  student  for  two  years.  He  then  re- 
turned to  the  home  farm,  where  he  continued 
imtil  twenty-eight  years  of  age,  when  he  became 
the  owner  of  a  half  interest  in  the  banking 
business  of  Sciitt  &  Kineaid.  Not  long  after- 
wanl  he  Ix'came  sole  projirietor  of  the  Athens 
Bank,  which  he  has  since  conducted,  making  his 
a  most  reliable  institution  in  which  he  has  a 
large  and  growing  banking  inisiness. 

Mr.  Kincaid  is  a  man  of  resourceful  ability 
and  has  extended  liis  efforts  into  many  other 
lines  of  activit>'.   He  is  now  prominently  identi- 


fied with  coal  mining  interests  and  is  president 
of  the  Athens  Mining  Company.  In  ]«!):>  he 
a.ssumed  charge  of  its  business  as  general  man- 
ager, sci-retary  and  treasurer  and  continued  to 
serve  in  these  cajiacitieB  until  190(1,  when  he 
was  elected  to  the  presidency.  He  is  likewise 
interested  in  mining  in  Mexico,  being  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Horseshoe  Exploration  &  Mining 
Coni|}any,  which  is  capitalized  for  one  million 
dollars.  He  has  extensive  realty  jioascssions 
and  he  manages  his  fine  farm  of  several  hun- 
dred acres  lying  about  two  miles  north  of 
.\thens.  He  al,-;o  owns  the  home  farm  on  which 
his  grandfather,  .\ndrew  Kineaid.  settled  in 
18:i4,  and  he  has  four  hundred  acres  of  land  in 
Menard  county,  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres 
in  Itichhind  county,  Illinois,  and  six  hundred 
and  forty  acres  in  Texas.  He  is  the  president 
of  the  Farmers  (Jrain  I>ealers  Association  of 
Illinois,  which  is  growing  very  ra](idly,  and 
from  IKStl  until  1«!)4  he  was  a  luember  of  the 
firm  of  Kincaid  S  Scott,  dealers  in  drugs  and 
jewelry,  while  from  188!)  until  1H!I2  he  was 
financially  interested  in  a  general  mercantile 
enterjirrse  under  the  firm  name  of  T.  B.  Turner 
&  Company,  .\lthough  controlling  extensive 
and  im[H)rtant  business  interests,  Mr.  Kincaid 
has  yet  found  time  to  devote  to  the  public  wel- 
fare and  is  interested  in  everything  pertaining 
to  municipal  progress  and  the  substantial  up- 
building of  his  county.  Three  times  his  fellow 
townsmen  have  chosen  him  to  the  oilice  of 
mayor  of  Athens,  which  |»osition  he  has  capably 
filled  with  credit  and  honor  to  himself  and  sat- 
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iefaction  to  his  constituents.  He  has  also  been 
elected  president  of  the  board  of  education  for 
four  terms  and  for  three  tenns  additional  he 
served  as  one  of  its  memlrers.  Aside  from  this 
he  has  been  equally  loyal  to  the  welfare  of  his 
community,  putting  forth  strong  and  effective 
effort  in  behalf  of  the  general  good. 

On  the  20th  of  February,  18»3,  Mr.  Kiacaid 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Sue  B.  Culver, 
and  unto  them  were  born  five  cliildren,  three 
sons  and  two  daughters,  namely :  Elizabeth  L., 
Arthur  T.,  Alice,  Homer  and  Herbert,  the  last 
two  being  twins.  In  social  circles  the  family 
occupy  an  enviable  and  ijrominent  position  and 
their  own  pleasant  home  is  justly  noted  for  its 
gracious  hospitality  and  good  cheer. 

Mr.  Kincaid  is  well  known  in  fraternal  cir- 
cles, being  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason  and  a 
past  eminent  commander  of  St.  Aldemar  com- 
mandery.  No.  47,  K.  T.  He  was  chosen  to  the 
office  when  he  had  bwn  identified  with  the  com- 
mander;' for  less  than  two  years.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  Mahommed  Temple  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine  at  Peoria  and  is  an  honored  and  val- 
ued representative  of  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows  and  past  chancellor  of  Social 
lodge.  No.  424,  K.  P.  Politically  he  is  an  en- 
thusiastic Republican,  being  a  firm  lieliever  in 
the  principles  of  the  party,  for  lie  thinks  that 
its  platform  contains  the  best  elements  of  good 
goveniment.  He  is  a  student  of  the  questions 
and  issues  of  the  day  and  is  a  conscientious 
worker  in  behalf  of  his  party,  while  his  at- 
tractive personality  and  power  of  argument 
have  made  him  one  of  the  most  capable  sup- 
jKirters  of  Republicanism  in  his  county.  His 
opinions  carry  weight  in  the  councils  of  his 
party  and  in  1902  he  was  one  of  the  leaders  of 
the  faction  that  successfully  favored  the  selec- 
tion of  Hopkins  for  United  States  senator.  Mr. 
Kincaid  was  by  his  many  friends  chosen  chair- 
man of  that  memorable  Menard  county  con- 
vention. In  18!)9  he  was  appointed  by  Gov- 
ernor Yates  a  member  of  the  state  mining 
board,  a  position  which  he  creditably  fills.  He 
is  a  man  of  firm  integrity,  just  in  his  relations 
with  his  fellow  men,  honorable  in  all  business 
transactions  and  commands  the  respect  of  even 
thope  who  differ  from  him  politically.  So  im- 
portant a  part  has  he  taken  in  the  work  of 


public  progress  along  many  lines  in  J^Ienard 
county  that  he  may  well  be  called  without  in- 
vidious distinction  one  of  the  foremost  citizens 
of  central  Illinois. 


H.   P.  MOULTON,  M.   D. 

Dr.  H.  P.  Moulton,  of  Petersburg,  whose 
practice  is  very  extensive,  showing  that  his  skill 
has  won  him  the  confidence  of  the  public,  was 
born  in  Maquoketa,  Iowa,  on  the  Ttii  of  Decem- 
ber, 1873.  He  is  a  son  of  Thomas  J.  and 
Lovina  (Coleman)  Moulton,  the  former  a  na- 
tive of  New  Y'ork  and  the  latter  of  Ontario. 
His  paternal  grandfather,  Thomas  J.  Moulton, 
Sr.,  died  when  his  son  and  namesake  was  only 
two  years  of  age  and  the  grandmother  after- 
ward removed  to  Iowa  in  the  '40s,  locating  in 
Jackson  county  among  its  earlier  frontier  set- 
tlers. There  the  father  of  the  Doctor  was 
reared  to  the  occupation  of  farming  amid  the 
scenes  and  environments  of  pioneer  life  and 
after  attaining  his  majority  he  continued  on  the 
old  family  homestead,  where  he  carried  on 
general  farming  interests  with  success.  At 
length  liis  labors  brought  to  him  a  handsome 
competence  witli  which  he  retired  from  busi- 
ness life  in  1898  and  has  since  made  his  home 
in  Maquoketa,  the  county  seat,  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  a  well  earned  rest.  He  is  recognized 
as  a  man  of  superior  judgment  and  high  moral 
character  and  is  accorded  a  foremost  position 
among  Jackson  county's  most  public-spirited 
and  worthy  citizens.  He  possessed  strong  na- 
tive talent  and  intellectual  force,  combined 
with  breadth  of  mental  vision,  and  his  infiuence 
has  been  a  potent  factor  for  good  in  his  com- 
munity. 

Dr.  Moulton,  the  third  in  order  of  birth  in  a 
family  of  six  children,  acquired  his  preliminary 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Jackson 
county  and  afterward  entered  the  Hniversity 
of  Iowa,  as  a  student  in  the  medical  depart- 
ment, where  be  spent  two  years.  He  next 
matriculated  in  the  Chicago  Homeopathic 
Medical  College,  from  which  institution  he  was 
graduated  with  the  class  of  1899,  and  follow- 
ing the  completion  of  his  course  there  he  came 
to  Petersburg,  where  he  located   for  practice. 
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opi'ning  an  office  on  the  west  sUh  of  coiirt- 
Jiousf  square.  Almost  from  the  beginning  a 
prolitable  patronage  has  liot'n  accorded  him,  for 
he  soon  demonstrated  his  ability  to  succi'ssfnlly 
cope  with  the  intricate  problems  which  t-ontinti- 
ally  confront  the  physician  in  his  diagnosis  and 
treatment  of  disease.  He  has  high  regard  for 
the  ethics  of  the  profession  and  has  won  the 
respect  and  good  will  of  hU  j)rofciisional 
brethren  as  well  as  of  the  general  pnblic.  He 
makes  a  sjH'cialty  of  the  treatment  of  diseases 
of  women  and  children,  having  dcvotwl  much 
time  to  those  studies  while  in  college.  He  is 
an  np-to-date  physician,  keeping  well  posted 
on  the  latest  discoveries  known  to  the  science 
Iiy  Ills  [wrusal  of  the  latest  medical  works  and 
he  has  a  fine  library.  He  is  a  niemlxT  of  the 
Central  Illinois  Homeopathic  Medical  Society. 
On  the  18th  of  March.  1902,  T)r.  Moulton 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  Catherine 
Kreigh,  daughter  of  E.  M.  and  Helen  (Pyatt) 
Kreigh,  of  Springfield,  Illinois,  and  theirs  is 
one  of  the  pleasant  and  hos])itaivle  homes  of 
Petersburg.  The  Doctor  has  <me  brother  and 
one  sisler,  l>i)th  of  whom  are  graduates  of  the 
Iowa  University,  and  the  former,  Mark  Moul- 
ton. is  now  practicing  law  in  Storm  I^ke,  Iowa. 
Dr.  Moulton  was  a.  member  of  the  National 
Guard  at  Ma<|Uoketa  when  they  were  called  out 
during  the  Spanish-American  war  and  he 
gained  considerable  hospital  experience  at  Des 
Moines.  Iowa.  He  lnOongs  to  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, in  which  he  has  attained  the  Knight 
Templar  degri'C.  and  is  now  a  nicndicr  of  St. 
Aldcmar  commandpry.  No.  47.  of  Petersburg, 
He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Modem  \Voo<1men 
camp  and  the  Odd  Fellows  lodge,  and  in  the 
latter  has  filled  all  the  chairs  and  is  now  past 
grand.  His  courteous,  genial  manner,  as  well 
as  his  professional  skill,  has  made  him  popular. 
and  he  is  justly  classed  with  the  repnwntative 
citizens  of  Petersburg. 


ROBERT   DOy   l.KAVKY  MIT,T>ER. 

Robert  D.  Miller  whs  liorn  February  .1.  IHHS. 
in  Pettis  eounty.  Missouri,  near  where  the  city 
of  Sedalia  now  stands.  His  father.  William  A. 
Miller,  was  a  polilician  of  some  notoriety,  serv- 


ing in  the  legislature  an<i  consiitutional  con- 
vention of  Missouri  and  was  a  candidate  for 
congress  at  the  tinie  of  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred March  2d.  1847.  when  he  was  forty-one 
years  of  age.  His  mother  was  Agnes  C. 
Mitchell,  born  in  Tennessee.  May  i;t.  1805. 
Her  father.  Captain  Thomas  Mitchell,  removed 
to  Missouri  in  1814,  when  it  was  a  territory, 
and  the  family  lived  for  three  years,  in  Coles 
Fort  because  of  the  hostility  of  the  Indians. 
Her  four  brothers  were  the  first  white  men 
to  ferry  across  the  Osage  river.  Daniel  Boone 
was,  for  some  time,  an  inmate  of  that  fort  and 
died  in  that  vicinity.  Mrs.  Miller  died  in  1886. 
at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years. 

The  subji-ct  of  this  sketch  rec<'ived  his  early 
education  in  the  subscription  schools  in  north- 
west Missouri.  Iwing  reared  within  four  miles  of 
St.  Joseph,  Missouri.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he 
entered  Chapel  Hill  College,  taking  the  full 
classical  course  but  lacked  one  yeai'  of  com- 
pleting it.  He  then  In'gan  the  study  of  medi- 
cine, but  after  eighteen  months  of  hard  study 
abandoned  it  and  read  law  and  was  admitted 
to  the  bar,  but  never  practiced  but  \ery  little. 
Mr.  Miller  united  with  the  CuinlKirland  Pres- 
byterian church  in  IS-'iK.  In  18(14  lie  was  or- 
dained a  minister  of  that  church  and  has 
preached  constantly  ever  since.  At  one  time 
it  was  said  that  lie  said  the  ceremony  for  one- 
third  of  the  people  marriwl  in  Menar.l  county. 
He  has  attended  more  funerals  than  any  other 
man  perlm])s  in  tiiis  i>art  of  the  state.  He 
taught  sch(W>l  sixteen  years  and  has  In'cn  in 
all  county  su[MTintendent  of  schools  in  Menard 
county  for  twcnty-tliree  years,  twenty-two  y.-ars 
eonseeutively.  .Menard  ccnnity  was  the  fifth 
county  in  the  stale  t.i  adoi)ta-C(nirsi>  of  Study'' 
and  this  was  wrilten  and  published  by  Mr. 
Miller.  He  organised  the  Cumberland  Pres- 
hyteriaii  eburch  In  Petersburg  and  luiilt  the 
house  of  worship  for  them  and  served  as  their 
paslor  for  over  si.t  years.  He  built  tlie  church 
hoiisi'  at  I^'banon  and  also  the  new  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  church  in  Fancy  Prairie.  These 
are  three  of  the  Inst  church  edifices  in  the 
county.  Mr.  Miller  is  now  (li)04)  pastor  of 
the  chureh  in  Fancy  Prairie. 

Mr.  Miller  was  married  to  yiU-^  Charlotte  A. 
Rii'lic.  Decenilver  at.  IH.'iil,  in  Bucbaimii  county 
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Missouri.  To  them  liave  been  bom  seven 
childreu,  five  of  whom  are  still  living:  Sarah 
M.,  wife  of  Ed.  C.  Drake,  now  of  Council 
BlnfEs,  Iowa,  was  born  December  6,  1857.  and 
married  November  37,  1883.  Mary  A.,  born 
August  15,  1863,  is  still  at  borne,  teaching 
school,  Emma  E.  (Jube),  born  January  25, 
18(57,  was  married  to  Harmon  J.  Marbokl,  June 
24, 1891,  in  Ouray,  Colorado.  George  Mitchell, 
born  January  11,  1869.  was  killed  by  the  cars 
Mareli  26,  1879.     Leyria  A.,  born  February  2, 

1873,  was  married  to  Dillon  L.  Rops.  attorney 
at  law,  October  3,  1894.  They  live  in  Council 
Bluffs,  Iowa.     R.  Pauline,  born  September  8, 

1874,  was  married  to  Professor  Frank  T.  Chap- 
man, December  26,  1899.  He  is  instrumental 
and  she  vocal  teacher  .of  music  in  Pacific  Uni- 
versity, Forest  Grove,  Oregon.  Robert  D.  F., 
born  March  12,  1879.  died  OclolK'r  28,  1884. 
There  are  fourteen  gnindchildri'ii  living  and 
one  dead. 

Mr.  Miller  has  s]>ent  his  life  trying,  in  an 
humble  way,  to  a^int  the  young  in  the  line  of 
education,  both  intellectual  and  moral.  He 
has  been  an  ordained  mini.stcr  for  over  forty 
years  and  his  salary  has  not  averaged  over 
two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  a  year.  At  sixty- 
six  years  of  age,  he  is  hale  and  hearty  and  can 
do  as  much  work  as  at  any  period  of  life.  Mrs. 
Miller  is  enjoying  reasonably  good  be.iltb,  and 
they  hope  to  live  to  celebrate  their  golden  wed- 
ding. 


SAMUEL  STONE  KXOLES. 
The  ancestry  of  Mr.  KnoUs  were  1  n^Ii«h 
people.  He  traces  the  histor\  of  the  family 
back  to  Richard  Knolles  of  >,ortlianipton'-hire 
and  Norwich,  England.  He  iiad  a  son  Huiry 
Knolles,  who  was  the  father  of  Edward 
Knolles.  The  latter's  son.  Daniel  Knoles,  came 
to  America  with  Lord  Delaware  and  settled 
in  Sussex  county.  Delaware.  Daniel  Knoles 
had  a  son  Edmund  Knoles.  and  he  had  a  son 
James,  who  was  the  father  of  Itichard  KnoW. 
The  last  named  was  the  father  of  James  Knoles, 
and  he  the  father  of  Prettyman  Knoles,  whose 
son  Asa  Knoles  was  the  father  of  Sanniel  Stone 
Knoles,  the  subject  nf  this  sketch. 


Asa  Knoles  was  born  in  Gibson  county,  In- 
diana, November  18,  1818,  and  was  the  son 
of  Prettyman  and  Patsy  (Greer)  Knoles.  He 
was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  the 
country.  In  1846  he  removed  from  Indiana  to 
Illinois  and  settled  in  Menard  county,  where 
be  continued  to  reside  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  occurred  Noveml>er  17,  1863. 
Asa  Knoles  was  a  Democrat,  his  first  vote  being 
cast  for  Andrew  Jackson  and  his  last  for 
Stephen  A.  Douglas.  He  was  associated  with 
no  secret  society;  his  religious  views  were  lib- 
eral; and.  he  lived  and  died  a  member  of  the 
Cumberland  Presbyterian  church.  He  was 
joined  in  marriage  to  Dorcas  Stone,  of  Gibson 
county,  Indiana,  in  June,  1838.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Tliomas  Stone,  a  nephew  of 
Thomas  Stone,  who  represented  Maryland  in 
congres:;  in  177G  and  signed  the  Declaration 
of  Indeiiendenee.  The  children  of  Asa  Knoles 
were  Samuel  S.,  of  San  Diego,  California;  John 
L..  of  San  Bernardino,  California;  Jacob  J., 
of  Bartiesville,  Indian  Territory;  Martin  V., 
of  Linden,  Oklahoma;  Prettyman  M.,  of  Green- 
view,  Illinois:  Thomas  S.,  of  Los  Angeles, 
California;  Eli  A.,  of  Greenview,  Illinois; 
Sarah  E.,  deceased;  Louisa  Stone,  of  Ontario, 
California;  and  Jane  and  Elizabeth,  who  died 
in  infancy.  Dorcas  Knoles  died  in  August, 
1857,  and  Asa  Knoles  subsequently  married 
Nancy  Montgomery,  a  daughter  of  William 
Montgomery,  who  was  a  pronnnent  citizen  of 
(tibson  county,  Indiana,  and  a  representative 
in  the  legislature  of  that  state.  To  this  union 
were  born  four  daughters:  Martha  Ellen, 
Margaret  Dorcas,  .\rminda  and  Arcinda. 

Samuel  Stone  Knoles  was  l)orn  in  Gibson 
county.  Indiana,  March  20,  1840,  and  is  the 
son  of  .\sa  and  Dorcas  (Stone)  Knoles.  Hia 
father  being  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  Samuel 
enjoyed  no  better  advantages  for  an  educa- 
tion than  the  common  country  schools  until 
when  a  young  man  he  went  one  year  to  Bethel 
College  at  McLemoresville,  Tennessee,  taking  a 
course  in  Latin,  German  and  rhetoric.  His 
e\|ierience.  ha  I)  its  and  tastes  in  youth  were 
those  of  the  ordinary  farm  lad  in  Menard 
county.  He  early  develojted  a  taste  for  the 
law  and  polities.  His  first  business  after  leav- 
ing school  was  to  teach  school  in  order  to  en- 
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able  him  to  acquire  a  better  education  prepara- 
tory to  the  study  of  hie  chosen  profession. 

In  1861,  when  the  war  cloud  hung  over  the 
country,  he  was  reading  law  in  the  office  of 
General  John  A.  McClernand  and  Judge  N.  M. 
Broadwell  in  Springfield,  Illinois.     On  August 

4,  1862,  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company 
K,  One  Hundred  and  Fourteenth  Illinois 
Volunteer  Infantry  and  was  mustered  out 
August  10,  1865.  He  was  first  duty  sergeant 
in  his  company.  Besides  many  skirmishes  he 
was  in  the  battle  of  Jackson,  Missi^ippi,  May 
14,  1863,  and  at  the  siepo  of  A'ickaburg,  and 
was  in  Iho  great  charges  again-^t  that  strong- 
hold May  19  and  22,  18C3.  After  the  fall  of 
Vicksburg  he  was  in  the  siege  and  battle  of 
Jackson  from  July  10  to  July  16,  1863.  He 
was  in  the  expedition  whicb  left  Memphis, 
Tennessee,  June  1.  1864,  under  General  Sturgis, 
which  was  disastrously  defeated  at  Brices 
Crossroads,  or  Guutown,  Mississip]»i,  June  10, 
1S64.  In  this  battle  Mr.  Knoles  was  severely 
wounded,  left  on  the  field  and  became  a  pris- 
oner of  war.  He  was  shot  through  the  upper 
[lortion  of  the  right  lung  and  seriously  injured 
bv  the  concussion  of  a  niinie-l>all  over  the  heart. 
This  deadly  missile  was  prevented  from  pene- 
trating the  heart  l>y  a  bundle  of  letters  from 
Miss  Grace  Isaliellc  Terhune,  who  afterward 
became  his  wife  and  the  mother  of  his  chil- 
dren. He  was  in  prison  nine  months  at  Mo- 
bile, Alabama.  Anderson  ville,  Georgia,  and 
Florence,  South  Carolina.  He  was  sent  to  the 
Vnion  lines  at  Wilmington,  North  Carolina, 
March  4.  186.'>. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Knoles  resumed 
the  study  of  law  under  Hon.  T.  W.  McNeely, 
of  Petersburg,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
186n.  In  Noveml)er  after  his  return  from 
the  army  he  was  eli-cted  assessor  and  treasurer 
of  Menard  county,  defeating  the  late  Captain 

5.  H.  Blane  by  a  small  majority.  In  1867  he 
defeated  his  cousin  Jesse  Knoles  for  the  same 
office  by  a  majority  of  two  hundred  votes.  In 
1870  he  was  elected  to  the  bouse  of  representa- 
tives of  Illinois  from  the  district  composed  of 
Cass  and  Menard  counties,  defeating  Hon. 
William  T,  Beeknian  by  a  majority  of  over 
seven  hundred  votes.     He  also  sened  as  states 


attorney  for  Menard  county  and  city  attorney 
for  Petershurg. 
Mr.  Knolee  was  married  to  Miss  Grace  Isa- 

belle  Terhune,  December  27,  1865.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  William  Terhune  of  Menard  coun- 
ty. To  this  union  three  children  were  bom, 
namely :  Carrie  L.  Hoyt,  of  Foster,  Cali- 
fornia; E.  Effie  K.  Fouche,  of  Petersburg, 
Illinois;  and  Fred  T.,  of  San  Francisco,  Cali- 
fornia. They  are  all  married,  and  there  are 
eleven  grandchildren.  Mrs.  Knoles  died  May 
29,  1872,  and  her  remains  re|iose  in  Rose  Hill 
cemetery.  In  Xovember,  1872,  Mr.  Knoles  re- 
moved to  Chanute.  Kansas,  where  he  met  and 
married  Miss  I^is  Barrett,  a  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam D.  Barrett,  of  Wooster,  Ohio,  and  a  sister 
of  Dr.  Joseph  Barrett,  who  was  a  surgeon  in 
the  Twenty-third  Ohio  Regiment  during  the 
Civil  war,  the  only  regiment  in  the  history  of 
tbe  country  that  ever  furnished  two  presidents 
- — Hayes  and  McKinley,  To  this  union  were 
horn  two  sons  and  one  daughter:  Asa  B.,  of 
San  Diego,  California;  Wiliiam  D.,  of  San 
Francisco,  Cahfornia;  and  Mila  M.  Schulen- 
hurg,  of  San  Francisco.  Each  of  them  now 
has  a  son. 

Jlr.  Knoles  is  now  located  at  San  Diego, 
California,  and  is  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
law.  He  is  also  United  States  commissioner 
for  the  southern  district  of  California.  He 
was  rearwl  a  Cumberland  Presbyterian,  but  ia 
broad  and  lilieral  in  his  religious  views,  hold- 
ing that  that  which  a  person  conscientiously 
believes  and  practices  is  the  true  religion  for 
that  person.  He  helongs  to  the  Masons,  the 
Eastern  Star  and  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public. In  politics  he  ia  a  Democrat,  bis  first 
vote  being  cast  for  Hon.  T,  W.  McXeely  for  the 
constitutional  convention  of  1870.  His  first 
vote  for  president  was  a  white  bean  for  General 
George  B.  McClellan  in  Anderson  ville  prison. 


CHARLES  H.  LOCKHART. 

Cliarles  H.  Loekhart,  who  is  interested  in 
general  farming  in  township  19,  was  born 
in  Menard  county,  on  the  12th  of  October, 
1868,  his  parents  heing  John  H.  and  Mary 
(McDonald)   I^ckhart.     The  father  was  horn 
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ill  Kentucky,  Ocfoljer  26.  1821,  and  after  ar- 
riving at  years  of  maturity  iviis  mnrrierl  in  tliat 
state  to  Miss  JIcDonahl,  wliose  birth  Iia«1  tlicre 
occurred  in  July,  1827.  In  1851  they  came 
to  Illinois  and  for  sixteen  yours  John  H.  Lock- 
hart  was  engajjed  in  farming  in  Jtenard  eouiity, 
on  land  which  he  purchased  and  ini]iroved. 
Subsequently  lie  removed  to  Scotland  county, 
Missouri,  where  in  18(17  he  purchased  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  acres  of  timber  land.  There 
he  built  him  a  home  and  resided  there  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  18i)4,  A  numlK'r  of 
years  preA'ious  to  that  time  he  had  been  called 
upon  to  niouru  the  loss  of  his  wife,  who  died 
in  Xovemiier,  1880.  They  were  both  church 
mendnTs  the  former  identified  with  the  Baptist 
denomination  and  the  latter  with  the  Christian 
i-hureh.  In  their  family  were  eight  children, 
who  are  yet  living:  Mrs.  HeiTrietta  Knowles, 
Mrs.  Klizabeth  Dunlap,  Mrs.  Mary  McRey- 
nolds.  William,  Mrs.  Malinda  Mitchell,  Thomas 
E..  (icorge  R.  and  Charles  H. 

The  last  named  was  reared  upon  the  old  home 
farm  in  Menard  county  and  throughout  his 
entire  life  lie  has  carried  on  agrieulttiral  pur- 
suits. After  attaining  his  majority  he  resided 
in  St.  Joseph,  ilissouri,  for  a  year,  but  later 
returned  to  the  old  homestead  farm  in  this 
county.  He  lived  with  his  wife's  parents  for 
one  year,  during  which  time  he  engaged  in 
farming  on  the  William  Claypool  place.  Sub- 
scijuently  he  rented  a  part  of  the  old  iiome- 
stead  l)elonging  to  his  father-in-law  iind  has 
iHvn  farming  here  continuously  since. 

On  the  15th  of  September,  1«90.  Mr.  Lock- 
hart  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Emma  J. 
Tackelson.  who  was  horn  January  31.  1871, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  Uler  and  Enuna  (Jeuson) 
Tackelson,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Nor- 
way, the  former  Inmi  Jaiuiary  20,  1820.  and  the 
latter  on  the  llith  of  August,  1827.  They 
were  married  in  Norway  and  in  1853  they  came 
to  the  I'nited  Statis.  settling  in  Springfield, 
Uliuoiii,  when'  they  remained  for  about  a  year. 
They  then  removed  to  Indian  Point.  Menard 
county,  and  in  IS.'iS  when  Mr.  Tackelson  had 
saved  a  sullicicnt  sum  of  money  as  the  result  ot 
his  work  as  a  carpenter  anil  hous<'  builder  he 
purciiascil  eighty  aires  of  land.  Sul>se<iuently 
he  iKiught  two  additional  tnuls  of  eighty  aen-s 


each,  which  he  improved,  transforming  his  land 
into  a  productive  and  valuable  farm  and  in 
addition  to  this  at  the  time  of  his  death  he 
WHS  also  the  owner  of  ten  acres  at  Irish  Grove 
and  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Nebraska. 
He  departed  this  life  April  15,  15)04:,  and  his 
wife  died  March  10,  1897.  They  were  the 
parents  of  twelve  children,  of  whom  four  are 
now  living:  Tack,  born  August  13,  1851,  in 
Norway;  Augusta,  horn  May  12,  18.54:  John 
H.,  born  February  2fi.  18(19;  and  Emma  J.. 
born  January  31,  1871. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  5Irs.  I.,ockhart  has 
been  blessed  with  two  children:  Ralph,  bom 
May  15,  1895;  and  Howard  W.,  October  IT, 
1899.  Interested  in  the  cause  of  education  Mr. 
Loc'khart  desires  that  his  children  shall  have 
good  opfiortunities  in  that  direction.  For  the 
past  six  years  he  has  been  a  mcmijcr  of  the 
school  board  of  his  district  and  is  still  sen-iog 
in  that  capacity.  He  and  his  wife  attended  the 
Presbyterian  church,  of  which  Mrs.  T>oekliart 
is  a  member,  and  in  his  political  views  Mr. 
Lockhart  is  a  Republican.  The  greater  part 
of  his  life  has  been  passed  in  Menard,  county 
where  he  has  a  wide  acquaintance  and  enjoys 
the  favorable  regard  of  many  friends. 


CAPTAIN  SAMUEL  E.\RRISON  BLANK. 
Captain  S.  H.  Blanc  was  a  native  of  Menard 
county,  born  January  17,  1840.  His  jinrents 
were  George  and  Mary  (Alkire)  Blane.  who  re- 
sided u|Nin  a  farm  near  Oreenview.  Ginirge 
Blane,  with  his  tim'e  brothers,  came  from  Ire- 
land and  located  at  what  is  known  a*  Irish 
C.rovc  about  the  year  18^0.  On  the  old  family 
iionuvfead  in  the  vicinity  of  Oreenview  Samuel 
H.  Blane  was  reared  to  nuinhood  and  the  dis- 
trict schools  provided  him  his  earlv  educa- 
tional privileges,  which  wen'  supplemented  by 
study  in  the  North  Sangamon  Academy.  He 
was  but  twenty-one  years  of  age  when  the 
country  in'came  involved  in  civil  war.  In  the 
meantime  he  had  taken  up  the  study  of  law. 
but  on  .\ugust  15.  18(i2.  he  enlisted  as  a  pri- 
vate in  tVunpany  A.  One  Hundred  and  Sixth 
Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry:  on  .Tune  2fi,  18(13. 
he  was  |iroiuoled  to  second  lieutenant  of  Com- 
|iaiiy  K;  nu  Mareli  -30.  18(14.  he  was  again  pro- 
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iiuitt'd  to  firsi  liciilciiMnt;  on  Mav  l!l.  18fJ5,  he 
was  promoted  to  otiptain  of  said  company,  and 
he  was  mtistcred  out  July  li,  18ti5. 

\A'hen  his  military-  sorvit-e  was  L-nilcd  Onptain 
Blanf!  rcsiiiiivd  his  interrupted  study  of  law, 
whidi  he  pursued  as  opportunity  affordeil  until 
he  was  admitted  to  tlie  bar,  on  January  9, 
iy<4.  Almost  immediately  he  weenred  a  good 
clientage,  which  constantly  grew  in  extent, 
eonnectinp  him  with  much  of  the  important  lit- 
igation tried  in  the  eonrts  of  his  district.  His 
mind  was  analytical  and  logical  and  he  pre- 
Bcnted  his  ease  in  the  clear  light  i>f  eogent 
reasoning.  The  Tetershurg  Oii^erver  said  of 
him:  "That  he  never  persuaded  a  man  into 
litigation  when  he  did  not  see  the  justice  of 
his  claims  to  such  an  extent  that  he  should 
win.  He  seemed  to  care  less  for  fees  than  in- 
dividual or  neighliorhood  harmony.  In  hia 
ileeisitms  he  was  not  only  deliherate,  hut  care- 
fully weighed  justice'.  He  had  no  use  for  mis- 
rcpri'sentatioii  and  deception  for  the  purjiosi'  of 
gaining  a  point.  What  he  sought  was  the  truth 
and  on  this  he  hullt  the  foundations  for  the 
many  ini|K)rtant  trials  in  which  lie  was  en- 
paged.  He  was  always  fair  to  the  opjiosing 
side  in  litigation  and  thus  made  friends  of 
(he  men  against  whom  he  ohtained  verdicts."' 
Captain  Blanc  remained  an  active  memlier  of 
the  bar  up  to  the  time  of  his  demise  and  for 
some  years  was  as.=ociated  in  praetlce  with  liis 
son  Frank  E.  Blane.  and  the  tirm  nuiintalncd 
a  f(>renio.-it  place  in  the  ranks  of  the  lej;al  fra- 
ternity, their  clientag:e  being  of  a  distinetively 
representative  character.  In  1SH4  Cajitain 
Blane  was  elected  state's  attorney  of  Menard 
county,  having  the  distinction  of  being  ihe 
only  member  of  his  ]niliticat  party  to  bold  the 
oHiee  in  this  county. 

On  the  4tli  of  January,  imiO,  oeiurred  llie 
marriage  of  Captain  Blane  and  Miss  Mary  .1. 
Spear,  and  as  the  years  passed  five  childreo 
were  added  to  the  household,  namely:  Frank 
Iv,  Mrs.  Nora  A.  Bralim.  Mrs.  lona  L.  Shep- 
herd and  Mrs.  Myrtle  Wliipp.  all  of  whom  are 
now  living;  and  Kva  Maria,  who  died  in  1s7->, 
at  the  age  of  two  and  a  half  years. 

Captain  Blane  was  prominent  in  ^lasonry. 
Wing  a  valued  repre.«entati vc  of  Clinton  lodge, 
Xo.   Ifl.  A,   F.  &  A.  M.     He  also  bebmg<d  to 


Estill  I'ost.  (1.  A.  !{.,  of  IVtersliurg.  and  in  the 
line  of  his  profession  was  eonnwte<l  with  the 
Bar  Association  of  Menard  county.  When 
twenty  years  of  age  he  became  a  member  of  the 
(.'hristian  chun-h  and  continued  his  active  and 
helpful  idcntitication  therewith  up  to  the  time 
of  bis  death,  which  wcurred  on  the  11th  of 
June,  li)04.  Resolutions  of  respect  were  ]ias.sed 
lA-  Clinton  lodge,  by  the  bar  and  county  oIKclals 
of  Menard  county  and  by  the  church  with 
which  he  was  so  long  connected.  His  funeral 
services  were  held  at  his  late  home  on  the  Sun- 
day succeeding  his  demise.  His  entire  life  was 
permeated  hy  his  religious  faith  and  hia  pastor 
at  the  funeral  services  said:  "His  religious 
convictions  were  deep,  unfaltering  and  abiding; 
no  one  ever  *|uestioned  the  sincerity  or  ri'ality 
of  his  Christian  character.  He  lielieved  and  he 
lived  by  his  belief;  and  yet  bis  tolerance  toward 
all  opinions  and  shades  of  honest  belief 
transcended  all  Iwunds  of  creed  and  won  for 
him  tiie  omlidenee  and  love  of  people  of  widely 
divergent  i^tandards  of  thought.  His  humil- 
ity was  profound,  and  yet  it  was  of  that  noble 
ty]je  that  served  to  exalt  him  In  the  eyes  of  all 
who  ever  knew  him.  Self-assertion  had  no  part 
in  his  mental  make-up:  but  a  serene  self-knowl- 
edge, dignity  and  calmness  of  purpose,  as  native 
to  him  as  the  air  he  iyreathed,  .secured  for  him 
the  resjiect  of  all  with  whom  he  had  dealings, 
and  gave  him  an  influence.'  far  beyond  the  eon- 
fines  i>f  bis  immediate  sphere  of  life.  Of  his 
loyalty  as  a  friend,  his  puhlic-spiritedness  as 
a  citizen,  bis  nobility,  devotion  and  unsclfish- 
ni'ss  as  a  husband  and  father,  as  his  grandeur 
as  a  man.  it  would  take  a  volume  to  speak. 
Well  might  it  be  said  that  we  have  had  few 
sucli  men  as  he.  and  his  life  and  memory  will 
lie  a    lasting    lienedietiou    upon    all    who   knew 


KltANKI.iN    P.    Kl.DltllHiK.   M.   I). 

llr.  F.  P.  Fldri.lge.  well  known  as  a  capable 
iliysician  and  surgion  of  (Ireenview  and 
Isi)  interested  in  business  affairs  in  the  county 
s  a  dealer  in  eoal,  was  Imrn  in  Menard  connlv. 
^■pteiMber  IS.  Is.Vi.  His  father.  William 
CIdriilge.  was  a  naliie  of  Knghuid. 

Dignizcdbv  Vjl.H>' 


.gle 


144 


PAST  AND    PBESENT    OF    MENAED    COUNTY 


was  brought  to  America  by  his  parents  when 
three  years  of  age,  the  family  home  being  es- 
tablished in  Baltimore,  ilaryland.  In  1840  he 
made  his  way  westward,  settling  in  Menard 
county,  whicii  was  then  largely  a  frontier  dis- 
trict, bearing  little  resemblance  to  this  highly 
improved  portion  of  the  state.  He  turned  his 
attention  to  farming  about  six  miles  east  of 
Greenview  and  continued  to  make  his  homo 
upon  that  place  until  18S10,  when  he  removed 
to  Oreeuview,  where  his  death  occurred  Way 
6,  1903,  when  he  was  seventy-six  years  of  age. 
His  widow  still  survives  him  and  now  makes 
her  home  with  her  son  Dr.  Eldridge  at  the  age 
of  seventy-seven  years. 

Dr.  Eldridge  acquired  his  preliminary  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools  of  his  native 
county  and  his  more  s|>ccifieally  literary  in- 
i-truction  was  obtained  in  Lincoln  I'niversity, 
where  he  spent  three  years  as  a  student.  Hav- 
ing formed  the  determination  to  make  the 
practice  of  medicine  his  life  work  he  then 
matriculated  in  Rush  Medical  College,  whore  he 
was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1878.  Locat- 
ing for  practice  in  Greenview,  he  remained 
here  for  six  months  and  subsequently  removed 
to  Kilboume,  Illinois,  where  he  spent  seven 
years.  On  the  expiration  of  that  ])eriod,  how- 
ever, he  returned  to  Greenview,  where  he  has 
since  made  his  home  and  a  large  and  important 
[Mitronage  has  been  extended  hirn.  He  is  now 
examining  physician  for  several  insurance  com- 
panies. He  carries  all  of  his  own  dnigs  and 
by  constant  reading  and  study  he  keeps  in 
touch  with  the  progress  of  the  medical  fra- 
ternity. He  belongs  to  the  Brainard  District 
Medical  Society,  the  ifenard  County  Medical 
Society  and  the  State  Medical  Society,  and  in 
the  practice  of  his  profession  he  displays  care- 
ful preparation  and  conscientious  service  in  the 
perform  a  nee  of  his  professional  duties.  Dr. 
Eldridge  has  considerable  valuable  property,  in- 
cluding a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  acres  which  be  rents,  also  town  realty,  is 
one  of  the  five  owners  of  a  coal  mine  which  is 
being  developed  under  the  name  of  the  Green- 
view Coal  &  Mining  Company,  and  he  also 
owns  five  hundred  acres  of  cotton  land  in  St. 
Francis  valley  in  eastern  Arkansas,  which  he 
pnrchase<l  in   IflOS  and  which  is  very  fertile, 


bidding  fair  to  become  a  very  valuable  prop- 
erty. 

On  the  31st  of  July,  1879,  Dr,  Eldridge  was 
married  to  Miss  Emma  Whitney,  a  daughter  of 
Alonzo  Whitney,  of  Indian  Point.  They  have 
five  children:  William  Eoy,  who  died  Febru- 
ary 28,  1902,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  yeara; 
Lucia,  who  was  born  June  21,  1882,  and  died 
May  28,  1900;  Homer,  who  was  born  August 
28,  1884,  and  is  at  home;  Arstella,  who  was 
born  December  22,  1886;  and  Earl,  born 
August  3,  18!K).  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Eldridge  hold 
luembershij)  in  the  Cumlwrland  Presbyterian 
church  and  he  is  a  Knight  Templar  Mason, 
belonging  to  the  lodge,  chapter  and  command- 
ery.  He  is  also  connected  with  the  Modem 
Woodmen  of  America  and  in  fraternal  circles 
has  the  warm  regard  which  is  extended  him 
socially  and  professionall.v. 


HON.  HOMER  J.  TICE. 

Homer  Jenison  Tice,  an  agriculturi-it  living 
within  ten  miles  of  his  birthplace,  was  born 
February  .5.  18(i2,  in  Athens,  Menard  county. 
His  entire  life  has  been  devotwl  to  agricultural 
pursuits  and  a  review  of  his  career  brings  to 
mind  the  remark  of  George  Washington  that 
"Agriculture  is  the  most  useful  as  well  as  the 
most  honorable  calling  of  man."  That  5Ir, 
Tice  has  enjoyed  the  fulk-st  confidence  and  re- 
spect ot  his  fellow  citizens  is  indicated  by  the 
fact  that  he  has  three  times  been  elected  to 
rc])rc!ient  his  district  in  the  state  legislature 
and  on  other  occasions,  both  by  appointment 
and  election,  he  has  been  called  to  positions  of 
public  trust, 

Mr.  Tice  is  a  son  of  Jerman  and  Mary  (Jeni- 
son) Tice,  whose  sketch  appears  on  another 
page  of  this  volume.  Upon  the  home  farm  he 
was  reared,  developing  a  love  for  agricultural 
life  that  has  been  one  of  the  strong  dements 
in  his  character.  A  sincere  attachment  for  na- 
ture in  ail  its  phases  has  led  bini  to  continue  in 
the  walk  of  life  in  which  his  early  youth  was 
passed  and  his  farm  represents  one  of  the  most 
attractive  features  of  the  landscape  with  its  well 
tilled  fields,  modern  buildings  and  good  equip- 
ments.   He  is  progressive  in  all  of  his  nictho<ls, 
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ako  cxtreiiidy  practical,  and  while  quick  to 
adupt  new  iiietliods  his  judgment  is  rarely  at 
fiiult  in  detenniuing  their  usefulnues  as  re- 
:4iiltaiit  factors  in  making  liis  ia1>or  ii  success. 
His  prcivnt  home  is  near  Ureenview,  witliin  ten 
miles  of  his  birthplace,  and  his  entire  life  has 
hei-n  ](assed  in  this  community. 

Another  salient  elciiient  in  the  character  of 
Mr.  Tice  Is  liis  love  of  books.  From  ijuyliood 
Ills  iiookii  have  heen  his  ooiistant  c-oiiipanions 
an<l  he  clBiiiis  as  his  best  friends  some  of  the 
master  minds  in  literature.  His  interest  in  po- 
litical questions  is  that  of  the  public-spirited 
eitizen  who  recognizes  tliB  obligation  as  well 
as  the  privilege  that  eomes  with  the  right  of 
franehise.  He  has  made  a  close  and  thorough 
study  of  the  many  issues  which  divide  the  two 
great  parties  and  has  Ix-en  unfaltering  in  his 
advocacy  of  Kepul)lican  principles,  while  at  the 
same  time  earm-stly  opposing  any  misrule  in 
iiuiiiicipal  or  state  affairs  and  the  modem  meth- 
ods too  often  iJiactieed  hy  the  politician  wiio 
places  self-aggrandiKemcnt  before  the  general 
good.  Thn'e  tiinre  he  has  been  the  candidate 
of  his  |)arty  for  the  general  assembly  and  rep- 
lesented  his  district  in  the  house  in  the  thirty- 
seventh,  thirty-eighth  and  forty-third  legisla- 
tiic  sessions  of  Illinois,  where  lie  became  recog- 
nized as  an  able  and  active  working  member, 
ctniccrned  largely  with  constructive  legislation. 
He  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  Illinois 
and  Michigan  canal  board  by  tiovemor  John 
li.  Tanner,  ile  has  a  wide  acquaintance  among 
the  leaders  in  jiolities  in  Illinois  and  no  one 
receives  more  favorable  regard.  He  managed 
the  campaign  of  Lawrence  Y.  Sherman  for  gov- 
ernor in  the  spring  of  1904  and  made  many 
warm  friends  hy  his  manly  course.  While  doing 
everything  possible  for  his  canditlate  he  did 
not  antagonize  party  leaders.  The  same  jear 
lie  was  elected  by  the  Itcpublican  state  conten- 
tion as  a  member  of  the  state  central  comniit- 
lee  at  large,  and  was  chainiian  of  the  commit- 
tee which  framed  the  primary  election  laws  of 
Illinois. 

In  community  iuteraits  Mr.  Tice  also  lig- 
ures  prominently  and  is  the  chani|iion  of  many 
measures  that  have  proven  of  marked  value. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the 
Old  Salem  Chautau^iua  of  Petersburg,  llliiioia. 


He  was  a  delegate  to  the  National  Corn  Con- 
gri-ss  held  in  Chicago  for  tlic  purjwse  of  de- 
vising plans  for  introducing  corn  products  as 
food  in  the  differi'ut  countries  of  Kurope,  and 
as  a  delegate  rejiresentcd  Illinois  in  the  Trust 
Conference,  composed  of  delegates  from  every 
state  in  the  T'nion,  held  in  Chicago  in  Septem- 
ber, 18!!!),  for  the  pur|»o8e  of  amsidering  and 
<liscussing  the  problem  of  trusts,  both  the  above 
delegateships  being  by  a]>pointment  of  tiie  chief 
executive  of  the  state.  In  ilasonry  Mr.  Tice 
has  attained  high  rank,  lielonging  to  the  blue 
lodge,  ehajiter,  conimandery,  consistory-  and 
shrine,  and  of  the  first  named  he  is  a  past 
muster.  He  also  affiliates  with  the  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  church. 

On  the  -iM  of  May.  lKH:i,  Mr.  Tice  was 
married  to  Miss  C.  M,  Emilie  Warnsing.  They 
have  two  sons  living:  Evert  Homer  and  Karl 
Jerman,  and  have  lost  one  son,  Herman  Warn- 
sing. Mr.  Tice  'stands  as  a  representative  of 
our  best  ty]tc  of  American  manhood.  He  is 
widely  and  favorably  known  throughout  the 
community,  his  alrility  well  fitting  him  for 
leadership  in  political,  business  and  social  life. 
In  political  tliouglit  and  action  he  has  always 
been  independent,  carrying  out  his  honest  views 
without  fear  or  favor.  He  commands  the  re- 
spect, confidence  and  good  will  of  men  promi- 
nent in  the  state,  but  in  his  iiome  community 
where  he  is  best  known  he  has  the  love  and  un- 
qualified I'sleein  of  those  with  whom  he  is  con- 
stantly associated,  and  who  have  broadest 
knowledge  of  his  pci-sonal  worth. 


JOHN   H.  KIXCAID, 


John  H.  Kincaid,  who  carries  on  general 
fanning  and  is  also  engaged  in  the  breeding 
and  raising  of  fine  horses,  was  born  July  9, 
1848,  on  the  old  family  homestead  where  he 
now  resides,  his  father  being  John  Kennedy 
Kincaid,  who  is  rcpii-scnted  on  another  page  of 
this  volume.  Our  subject  supplemented  his 
educational  iirivileges  by  study  in  the  North 
Sangamon  Academy,  which  is  located  about  a 
ijuarter  of  a  mile  west  of  his  present  home.  He 
eontiniicd  upon  the  old  homestead  farm  with 
his   imrents   until   twentv-eight   veara,  of  age- 
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when  he  was  married  and  went  to  a  liome  of 
his  own,  removing  to  a  farm  near  Irish  Grove, 
where  he  continuwl  his  residence  for  seven 
j'ears.  On  tlie  expiration  of  that  period  he 
bought  the  old  home  place,  built  a  new  resi- 
dence thereon,  also  a  good  bam  and,  in  fact, 
has  added  many  other  modern  structures  and 
equipments,  so  that  the  farm  is  supplied  with 
all  of  the  accessories  found  upon  a  model  farm 
of  the  twentieth  century.  He  is  engaged  in  the 
raising  of  standard  bred  trotting  horses  and  has 
bred  the  following:  Twillmo,  with  a  record 
of  2:17%;  Rodney  Corbitt,  3:29i4;  Frances 
Corbitt,  2;3EI;  Carol  Almar,  2:30;  and  Lina 
Prue,  2 :19 ;  and  he  also  owns  Guy  Corbitt,  No. 
11726.  He  held  a  sale  of  thirty-two  bead  of 
his  fine  horses  on  the  14th  of  September.  1904. 

On  the  20th  of  February,  1878,  Mr.  Kineaid 
was  married  to  Miss  Ella  Culver,  a  daughter 
of  John  and  Elizabeth  Culver,  who  were  natives 
of  Menard  county  and  are  now  deceased.  Jlr. 
and  Mrs.  Kineaid  have  two  children:  James 
Earle,  born  October  0,  1880;  and  John  Ken- 
nedy, born  December  29,  1883. 

Mr.  Kineaid  was  made  a  Mason  at  Grocn- 
view,  July  4,  1871,  and  still  affiliates  with  the 
blue  lodge  at  that  plac*,  and  with  the  chapter 
and  commandery  at  Petersimrg  and  the  con- 
siston'  and  Mystic  Shrine  at  Peoria.  In  his 
life  he  exemplifies  the  tenets  and  teachings  of 
the  order,  conforming  his  relations  with  his 
fellow  men  to  the  principles  of  the  craft.  In 
politics  he  ia  a  Republican  but  has  always  re- 
fused office.  Himself  and  family  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  church  and  he  lias  for 
a  number  of  years  been  a  ruling  elder.  Mr. 
Kineaid  is  now  comfortably  situated  on  a  very 
fine  farm  of  six  hundred  acres,  well  improved, 
and  his  property  is  the  visible  evidence  of  his 
life  of  enterprise,  diligence  and  |>errt>  vera  nee. 


DAVID   S.   FRACKELTOX. 

Few  men  are  more  prominent  or  more  widely 
known  in  the  enterprising  city  of  Petersburg 
than  David  S.  Frackelton.  He  has  been  an 
important  factor  in  business  circles  and  his 
popularity  is  well  deserved,  as  in  him  are  em- 
braced the  characteristics  of  an  unbending  in- 


tegrity, unabating  energ}'  and  industry  that 
never  flags.  He  is  public-spirited  and  thor- 
oughly interested  in  whatever  tends  to  pro- 
mote the  moral,  intellectual  and  material  wel- 
fare of  Jilenard  county.  He  has  for  almost 
forty  years  stood  at  the  head  of  a  leading 
hanking  institution  of  the  county  and  his  ca- 
reer is  notable  from  the  fact  that  without 
any  special  advantages  to  aid  him  in  early  man- 
hood be  has  steadily  progressed,  winning  his 
way  to  the  foremost  position  among  the  suc- 
cessful business  men  of  his  county  and  at  the 
same  time  gaining  an  untarnished  name. 

Mr.  Frackelton  was  born  in  Dromore 
County  Down.  Ireland,  on  the  14th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1827.  His  father,  William  Frackelton, 
was  a  native  of  the  same  locality  and  there 
wedde<l  EilKabetb  Waddell.  He  died  when  his 
son  David  was  but  sis  years  of  age.  The  lad 
remained  a  resident  of  his  native  land  until 
184.3,  when  with  a  brother  he  came  to  the 
new  world,  crossing  the  Atlantic  on  a  sailing 
vessel,  which  was  thirty-five  days  in  making  the 
New  York  harbor  after  leaving  the  European 
port.  Four  years  later  his  mother  came  to 
America.  Mr.  Frackelton,  of  this  review,  went 
to  Ireland  for  her,  but  the  letter  stating  that 
be  would  be  there  was  lost  in  the  mail  and 
ere  he  reached  bis  destination  she  started 
for  New  York  and  when  he  arrived  he  was 
greeted  with  the  news  that  his  mother  had 
already  sailed  to  America.  He  hurried  back 
and  found  her  with  friends  in  New  York  and 
afterward  brought  her  and  his  sister  to  Menard 
county.  Mrs.  Frackelton  was  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  church,  strict  in  her  religious 
faith  and  living  a  life  of  absolute  conformity 
with  her  belief.  Her  father  had  been  a  min- 
ister of  the  Presbyterian  church  in  Dromore, 
Ireland,  for  more  than  thirty  years.  Mrs. 
Frackelton  continued  a  resident  of  Menard 
county  until  her  death,  which  occurred  in  1873, 
wbi-n  she  was  eighty-four  years  of  age. 

Landing  in  America  Mr.  Frackelton  and 
his  brother  remained  in  New  York  only  a  few 
days  and  then  made  their  way  to  Illinoie,  and 
going  out  about  eight  miles  from  Springfield 
they  established  a  subscription  school  in  whicli 
Mr.  Frackelton  taught  for  six  months,  while 
bis  brother  continued  teaching  for  nine  months. 
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At  the  end  of  tlie  half  j'ear  the  subject  of  this 
review  was  offered  a  situation  by  W.  M,  Cow- 
gill  and  came  to  Petersburg  in  1844  to  be- 
come a  clerk  in  a  general  store,  receiving  fifty 
dollars  per  year  in  addition  to  his  board  and 
washing.  He  occupied  that  position  for  two 
years  and  his  salary  was  increased  to  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars  per  year.  His  business 
aptitude  and  capability  being  fully  denion- 
stratt'd  in  that  time,  he  was  tlieu  admitted  to 
a  partnership  under  the  firm  style  of  William 
il.  Cowgill  &  Company  and  this  relation  was 
maintained  for  eleven  years.  His  brother 
Robert  also  became  a  partner  at  the  same  time 
and  when  they  severed  their  business  relations 
with  Mr,  Cowgill  they  contiuued  merchandising 
together  under  the  style  of  R.  &  D.  Frackelton, 
continuing  to  conduct  their  enterprise  until 
1874.  In  connection  with  that  business  they 
hegan  banking  in  18(i5.  Robert  Frackdton 
died  in  18i4  very  suddenly  and  David  S. 
Frackf'lton  was  then  alone  in  business  for  about 
two  years.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he 
admitted  his  son  Charles  to  a  partnership  and 
the  firm  name  wa?  changed  to  D.  S.  Frackelton 
&  Company,  the  mercantile  enterprise  being 
conducted  with  success  until  189t),  when  they 
disposed  of  the  store  in  order  to  give  their  en- 
tire attention  to  the  banking  business.  In 
1898  his  son  David  became  a  partner  in  the 
bank.  The  Frackelton  Bank  was  organized  in 
1865  and  has  had  a  continuous  and  prosi>erou8 
existence  for  forty  years.  The  present  bank 
building  was  erected  in  1889  and  is  a  model 
structure,  splendidly  equipped.  A  general 
banking  business  is  carried  on  and  from  the 
beginning  the  firm  has  enjoj'cd  a  prosperous  ca- 
reer as  representatives  of  the  financial  inter- 
ests of  Petersburg,  conducting  their  business 
along  safe,  conservative  and  yet  progressive 
lines,  llr.  Frackelton  owns  both  city  and  coun- 
try property,  including  a  valuable  farm  of 
three  hundred  and  twenty  acres. 

On  the  15th  of  March,  1856,  occurred  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  Frackelton  and  Miss  Louise 
Chandler,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Cliarlcs  Chandler, 
a  native  of  Connecticut,  Her  parents  were 
married  in  the  east  and  in  1830  located  at  what 
is  now  Chandlerville,  Illinois,  the  town  being 
named  in  honor  of  her  father.    Both  are  now 


deceased  and  Mrs,  Frackelton  has  also  passed 
away,  her  death  occurring  in  December,  1885. 
Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frackelton  were  born 
three  sons  and  three  daughters  and  five  of  the 
number  are  now  living,  Charles,  who  married 
lona  0.  Autle,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Antle,  of 
Petersburg,  is  a  representative  citizen  of  the 
county  engaged  with  his  father  and  brother 
in  the  banking  business  and  also  secretary  of  the 
Bosehill  cemetery.  He  is  one  of  the  elders 
of  the  Presbyterian  church,  is  a  Republican  in 
politics  and  has  served  as  city  treasurer  and 
for  several  terms  was  a  member  of  the  school 
board.  He  wields  a  wide  influence  in  public 
affairs,  his  course  being  characterized  by  un- 
faltering loyalty  to  the  general  good  and  his 
efforts  in  behalf  of  his  city  have  been  far-reach- 
ing and  beneficial.  Robert  Frackelton,  the 
second  son,  is  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
printing  presses  in  connection  with  bis  uncle 
as  a  stockholder  in  the  Chandler  &  Price  Com- 
pany, of  Cleveland,  Ohio.  He  is  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  company,  which  is  conducting 
an  e.xtensive  business.  He,  too,  is  a  Republi- 
can, stanch  in  his  advocacy  of  the  party  prin- 
ciples and  is  deacon  in  the  Calvary  Presby- 
terian church  at  Cleveland.  Clara  and  Louise 
are  at  home  with  their  father.  David,  the 
youngest  son,  is  i-oiirnvted  with  his  father  and 
brother  in  the  banking  business  and  is  man- 
ager of  the  Charter  Oak  elevator.  In  1901 
he  married  Caroline  Roberts,  of  Jacksonville, 
Illinois,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Mary 
Louise.  Like  the  others  of  the  family  he  is  an 
earnest  Republican  and  his  religious  faith  is 
that  of  the  Presbyterian  church.  Both  Robert 
and  David  Frackelton  are  graduates  of  the 
Illinois  t'ollege  at  Jacksonville,  and  Louise 
completed  a  course  in  the  Jacksonville  Female 
Academy  of  that  city. 

David  S.  Frackelton  has  always  been  a  cham- 
pion of  Republican  principles,  yet  has  never 
sought  or  desired  office.  He  is  now  the  oldest 
living  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church  of 
Petersburg  and  through  long  years  served  as 
one  of  its  elders.  In  business  affairs  he  is  en- 
ergetic, prompt  and  notably  reliable.  Tireless 
energy,  keen  perception,  honesty  of  purpose,  a 
genius  for  devising  and  executing  the  right 
thing  at  the  right  time  joined  to  every  day  com- 
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mon  senst!  are  the  chiei'  cliarat'toristict!  of  Hn' 
man.  He  has  lioen  watchful  of  all  the  detail:? 
of  hiB  hiisiness  and  of  all  iudii^ationTr  pointinj; 
toward  itrosperitv  and  from  the  Ijeginninp  he 
lind  an  abiding  faith  in  the  iiltiinato  siicwss  of 
his  enterprise.  He  has  gained  nealtli,  vet  it 
has  not  been  alone  the  j;oal  for  which  he  was 
ptriving,  for  he  belong!:  to  that  class  of  repre- 
sentative American  citizens  who  promote  the 
general  prosperitv  while  advancing  individual 
interests;. 


THOMAS  C.  HILL,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Thomas  C.  Hill,  a  physician  and  sur- 
geon living  upon  one  of  the  fine  farnis-  of 
Menard  county,  was  liorn  in  ^liddtetown,  Illi- 
nois, October  14,  1864,  and  is  a  son  of  Dr. 
Green  Hill,  who  for  many  yearn  was  one  of  the 
most  prominent  physicians  and  honored  citi- 
zens of  this  portion  of  Illinois.  He  was  boni 
near  Franklin,  Tennessee,  on  the  lat  of  July. 
1R13,  and  was  a  representative  of  an  old  south- 
ern familv  of  distinction,  his  paternal  ances- 
tors liaiing  resided  in  North  Carolina,  while 
hii  maternal  ancestors  were  residents  of  Vir- 
ginia The  late  Hon.  Benjamin  Hill  Belonged 
to  a  branch  of  this  family. 

Dr  flreen  Hill  siiiiiilemented  his  early  edu- 
cational privileges  by  study  in  Franklin  Acade- 
my, which  he  entered  when  sixteen  years  of 
age.  At  that  time  the  institution  was  under 
the  presidency  of  Bishop  James  H.  Otey,  of 
Civil  war  fame.  After  a  year  Dr.  Hill  entered 
upon  the  study  of  medicine  in  Xash\nlle  and 
when  he  had  completed  a  course  in  the  Tran- 
sylvania College  of  that  city  by  graduation  he 
entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  profession  at 
his  old  home.  He  was  then  but  twenty-two 
years  of  age  and  he  s|)ent  two  years  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Franklin.  Tennessee,  after  which  he 
renioveil  to  Columbus,  Mississippi,  where  he 
was  located  for  ten  years  and  in  connection 
with  the  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery  he 
conducted  a  drug  store  there.  In  March,  IS-'ifl, 
he  arrived  in  Elkhart,  Logan  county,  Illinois, 
hot  in  1  S.12  he  Temovcrl  to  Midd  letown  where  h  is 
remaining  days  were  passed  in  the  active  prac- 
tice of  his  profession,  his  labors  being  of  the   ut- 


most benefit  to  his  fellow  men.  .\t  the  time 
of  his  death  he  was  the  oldest  practicing  phy- 
sician in  Logan  county.  When  he  took  up  his 
abode  within  the  borders  of  the  county  there 
were  few  physicians  there  and  his  practice 
necessitated  long  journeys  often  in  inclement 
weather.  He  would  frequently  see  wolves  and 
other  wild  animals  while  crossing  the  prairies. 
N'o  bridge  spanned  Salt  creek  and  many  times 
he  had  to  .^wini  that  stream  in  order  to  pay  a 
visit  to  a  patient.  He  was  frequently  away 
from  home  two  or  three  days  at  a  time,  making 
his  calls  on  the  sick,  and  he  had  many  long, 
tiresome  rides  in  the  saddle,  but  he  never  hesi- 
tated in  the  performance  of  any  professional 
duty  and  his  devotion  to  those  who  needed  hi* 
services  made  him  the  loved  family  physician 
in  many  a  household.  Money  was  very  scarce 
witli  the  early  settlers  in  those  days  and,  in 
fact,  almost  the  only  coins  or  specie  whicli  the 
Doctor  saw  during  the  first  year  or  two  of  liis 
residence  in  Tjogan  county  was  what  he  brought 
with  him  from  Tennessee,  for  he  usually  re- 
ceived pay  for  his  professional  services  in 
corn.  Through  a  long  career  he  maintained 
an  enviable  reputation  as  a  skillful  and  snc- 
cessful  physician  and  as  an  intelligent,  honor- 
able and  upright  citizen.  Reading  and  inves- 
tigation kept  him  thoroughly  informed  con- 
cerning the  advance  made  in  the  medical  fra- 
ternity and  while  he  was  never  quick  to  dis- 
card the  old  and  time-tried  methods  of  practice 
he  was  always  ready  to  adopt  new  ideas  and 
improvements  that  would  aid  him  in  his  pro- 
fessional work. 

Soon  after  arriving  in  Logan  county  Dr. 
Hill  in  183fi  entered  seven  hundred  and  twen- 
ty acres  of  land  in  Hurlhut  township,  and  also 
purchased  twenty  acres  of  timber  land.  He 
made  a  trip  to  this  state  on  horseback  in  nl>out 
ten  days,  brincing  the  money  with  which  he 
paid  for  his  land  in  his  saddle  bags.  The  en- 
tire section  cost  him  but  one  dollar  and  twenty- 
five  cents  per  acre  and  he  paid  three  dollars  jwr 
acre  for  having  the  land  broken,  ox  teams  be- 
ing used  in  doing  the  plowing.  The  Doctor 
retained  possession  of  his  land  until  he  return- 
ed to  Illinois  in  IS.iO.  when  he  sold  it  for 
seven  dollars  per  acre.  For  many  years  he  had 
a  pleasant  home  in  Middletown  and  a  farm  of 

Dig:izcdbvVjl.H>yH^" 


1)1!.  GIIKES  HILL. 


>,  Google 


>,  Google 


PAST  AND    I'RKSEXT    OF    MKXARD    COT'N'TY 


one  humlri'd  ami  twenty  acres  in  the  township. 
In  the  early  <lays  of  his  residence  in  IHinoig 
the  family  livotl  in  a  log  cabin  and  wolves 
occasioned  them  much  trouble.  Those  animals 
would  crawl  under  the  house  and  the  children 
woul^  puneh  them  with  pokers  through  the 
cracks  in  the  floor  so  as  to  drive  them  away. 
Deer  were  ver\'  plentiful  and  venison  wai'  a 
common  dish  upon  the  family  table. 

In  his  political  affiliation  Dr,  Hill  was  an 
ardent  and  life-long  Democrat.  Fraternally 
he  was  connected  with  the  Imlependent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows  and  he  was  long  a  consistent 
member  of  the  Christian  church  of  Broadwcll. 
Speaking  of  his  church  relationship  Elder  T. 
T.   Holton,   his   pastor,  said : 

'■During  his  residence  at  Columbus.  Missi:'- 
sipjii,  he  acted  as  one  of  the  elders  of  the  eim- 
gregation.  There  lieing  no  congregation  at 
Jliddletowii,  his  membership  was  with  the 
church  at  Broadwell.  Dr.  Hill  kept  in  touch 
with  all  the  great  work  of  the  brotherhood. 
He  contributed  regularly  and  liberally,  not  only 
to  the  home  church,  but  to  our  missionary  en- 
terprises. T'pon  his  desk  could  always  be  fonnd 
fresh  copies  of  our  best  papers,  and  he  was  will 
read  in  the  early  history  of  the  Disciples.  He 
had  many  strong  points  in  his  character,  and 
was  one  of  the  most  entertaining  and  compan- 
ionable men  I  have  ever  known.  Had  he 
achieved  nothing  else,  the  rearing  and  educa- 
tion of  such  a  noble  family  of  sons  would  lie 
an  honorable  distinction." 

Dr.  Hill  was  married  three  times.  Tn  1S34 
he  wedded  Miss  Martha  Ann  Kirkpafrick.  and 
they  liecame  the  parents  of  two  dnnghters, 
Mari-  and  Sarah.  The  latter  died  at  the  ag<' 
of  sixteen  years  and  the  former  married  John 
Brandon,  of  Franklin,  Tennessee.  She  and 
her  husband  are  now  deceased,  leaving  si.x 
children.  Mrs.  Hill  died  in  Mississippi,  and 
Dr.  Hill  was  afterward  marrieil  in  that  state 
to  Sarah  Van  Meiddlewortb.  of  Auburn.  \ew 
York,  who  died  in  Logan  county  in  IR.-iS.  leav- 
ing two  daughters,  Catherine,  now  the  wife  of 
T^ewis  Vamey,  a  lawyer  of  Saratoga  .Springs. 
New  York;  and  Ella,  who  married  C.  C.  Baker, 
of  .\ustin.  Texas.  For  his  third  wife  Dr.  Hill 
chose  Miss  Martha  R.  Caldwell,  of  LojinTi 
county,  and   they  became   the  parents   nf  five 


sons:  (Jreen  E..  who  is  living  in  fiirard,  Illi- 
nois; T.  C.  of  Fancy  Pniirie:  John  H.,  of 
Meehanicsburg,  Illinois;  Harry  ('..  of  S'treatiir. 
Illinois;  and  Talliert  F..  of  Athens.  Illinois. 
The  sons  have  followed  in  the  footsteps  of  their 
father  in  many  respects.  They  have  endeav- 
orc<i  to  exemplify  in  their  livts  bis  teachings 
concerning  the  development  of  an  uprigiit 
character  and  they  have  also  all  become  physi- 
cians and  are  now  successfully  engaged  in  prae- 
litr  in  tiie  various  communities  in  which  thev 
reside.  In  September,  ISflT.  all  of  the  sons  m,'t 
together  with  their  mother  in  family  re-union 
in  Middletown.  and  the  occasion  was  a  most  en- 
joyable one. 

Dr.  T.  C.  Hill,  of  Fancy  Prairie,  attended 
the  piil)lic  schools  of  Middletown  and  later 
eTitercd  upon  the  study  of  medicine  under  the 
direction  of  his  father,  while  siibser|uently  he 
attended  lectures  at  Rush  Medical  College  of 
Chicago,  entering  that  institution  in  1SS6. 
He  was  grailiiated  with  the  class  of  188S  and 
then  located  for  practice  in  Fancy  Prairie. 
where  he  remained  for  about  a  year,  when  he 
removed  to  Sweetwater,  Illinois,  spending 
nearly  fifteen  years  in  active  and  successful 
professional  services  there.  But  at  length  fail- 
ing heaith  compelled  him  to  seek  a  needed  rest 
and  he  spent  the  winter  of  1903  in  Los  Angeles, 
California.  After  returning  to  Illinois  he  lo- 
cated upon  his  farm  in  township  IS  in  order 
to  still  continue  a  quiet  life  and  to  give  bis 
sons  the  advantage  of  farm  life. 

Dr.  Hill  was  married  on  the  4tb  of  .Septem- 
ber. 1R8S,  to  Miss  Mollie  Hall,  the  youngest 
daughter  of  .Tames  P.  and  Mary  (Pearee) 
Hall.  Tie  has  purchased  the  interest  of  the 
heirs  in  the  old  Hall  farm  property  and  this  is 
now  his  home.  He  has  between  four  and  five 
hundred  acres  of  valuable  land.  Puto  Dr.  and 
^Frs.  Hill  have  been  horn  three  children: 
TIniriuan  R..  who  was  l)orn  July  12.  188!); 
Thomas  0..  wlio  was  born  October  12,  ISSl  ; 
and  Afary  P..  born  August  25.  1808.  Dr.  Hill 
is  a  Deuio<rat  in  his  political  affiliation  and 
fraternally  lias  been  identified  with  Greenview 
loili'.-.  N.N  i;.-i3.  A.  F.  &  A.  M..  for  five  years. 
For  eight  vears  he  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Christian  church  at  Sweetwater,  Illinois,  and 
hi-i  life,  like  that  of  his  father,  has  been  guided 
Di3nzcdbvL-it.H>yH. 


15G 


PAST  AND    PKESKNT    OF    MENAKD    COUNTY 


by  honorable  motivL's  and  upriglit  priiH'ipk'w. 
He  has  a  wide  and  favorable  acquaintance  in 
his  section  of  the  state  and  no  history  of  this 
portion  of  Illinois  would  be  complete  without 
mention  of  the  Hill  familv. 


H.  H.  MARBOU). 

H.  H.  Slarlwhl.  a  prominent  representative 
of  the  businewi  interests  of  Greenview  and 
Menard  eoiint}',  has  made  c-oiise(;utive  advanco- 
nicnt  in  an  active  career,  wherein  success  has 
licen  won  through  methods  wJiieh  neither  seek 
or  require  disguise.  Watchful  of  opportunity, 
1»^  haw  made  good  nse  of  the  advantages  which 
are  common  to  all.  and  b\-  his  nnfalterlng 
diligence  and  careful  investment  has  gained 
gratifying  iirusiKTtty.  As  a  banker  and  live- 
stock dealer  lie  is  well  known  and  to  the  lat- 
ter industry  iuis  devoted  his  energies  since  liis 
boyhood  days. 

Jlr.  Marliold  was  born  in  Badbergen,  the  pro- 
vince of  Hanover,  Germany,  April  21,  1h:j5, 
his  jiarents  l>eing  John  11.  and  Maria  li. 
(Sherborn)  Marimld,  Imth  of  whom  were  na- 
tics  of  Hanover,  the  former  l)orn  Jlay  7.  IHOO, 
while  the  birth  of  the  latter  occurretl  on  the  2d 
of  February.  180!).  His  name  was  John  11. 
Wernsing,  Imt  he  was  adopted  hy  his  aunt,  Mrs. 
Catherine  (.\dliicit)  Marliold,  the  provision 
knng  named  that  lie  was  to  assume  her  name. 
He  was  married  on  the  3d  of  Xovembor.  1891). 
to  Marie  E.  Shorhorn,  and  they  became  the  pa- 
rents of  six  children,  of  wlioni  two  are  now 
living.  The  mother  departed  this  life  in  Sep- 
tember, l»i:j,  and  the  other  members  of  the 
family  came  to  Anieriea  in  1K4".  landing  at 
Xew  Orleans  on  the  17th  of  November.  In 
1840  J.  \V.  Wernsing.  an  own  brother  of  J.  H. 
Marbold.  went  with  his  wife  to  Genuany  to 
visit  Mr.  Marliold.  who  had  a  line  farm  in  the 
province  of  Hanover.  After  discussing  with 
his  brother  the  piesibilities  and  opportunities 
of  the  two  countries  Mr.  Marliold  derideil  to 
sell  his  farm  in  Germany  and  cnnie  to  America, 
wliieh  he  did  in  18!?.  .\ftcr  a  short  lime  spent 
in  New  Orlean.-.  they  made  their  way  to  Peters- 
burg, Menard  county,  where  thi>y  arrival  on  the 
(ith   of    Deccmi.er.    1HJ7.     Tbev   remained    in 


Petersburg  for  about  three  years,  after  wbicli 
the  father  imrchased  two  hundred  acres  of 
land  near  the  village  of  Greenview,  and  the 
family  settled  thereon.  Since  that  time  the 
proi)erty  has  constituted  the  Marbold  home- 
stead. 

H.  H.  Marbold  acquired  a  good  literary  ed- 
ucation and  also  received  good  training  in  busi- 
ness methods  under  the  direction  of  his  father, 
who  furnished  him  means  with  which  to  en- 
able him  to  trade  in  cattle  when  quite  young. 
He  has  since  successfully  followed  the  business 
and  by  careful  purchases  and  judicious  sales 
has  added  annually  to  his  income.  As  he  found 
opportunity  he  also  added  to  his  landed  (losses- 
sions  which  now  aggregate  four  thousand  acres. 
upon  which  he  grazes  and  feeds  a  large  nuin- 
iK'r  of  cattle  each  year.  The  extent  of  his  op- 
erations in  this  direction  have  made  him  one 
nl  the  leading  stock  dealers  of  central  Illinois. 

.-V  man  of  resourceful  business  activity  lie 
lias  also  evtended  his  efforts  into  other  lini-s 
and  as  a  banker  is  also  widely  known.  In  187G 
he  erected  a  largo  two-story  brick  building  in 
the  village  of  Greenview,  at  a  cost  of  twelve 
thousand  dollars,  in  which  was  established  a 
bank,  conducted  under  the  firm  name  of  Mar- 
bold, .\lkirc  &  Company.  The  relationship  was 
maintained  until  1879,  when  Mr.  Alkire  with- 
drew, j\I.  .M.  Engle,  who  was  the  silent  partner 
of  the  firm,  continued  with  Mr.  Marbold  until 
t8s;t,  when  he,  too,  disposed  of  his  interests, 
leaving  Mr.  Marbold  as  sole  proprietor  of  what 
is  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  reliable  and 
trustworthy  financial  concerns  of  this  part  of 
the  county.  He  has  followed  a  safe,  con- 
servative policy  and  yet  one  in  which  progress 
has  kept  him  abreast  with  the  spirit  of  the 
times  in  business  affairs.  In  1800  he  acquired 
one  hundred  shares  of  the  capital  stock  of  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Petersburg  and  in  May, 
lSi)l.  secured  twenty  more,  while  later  an  ud- 
ditiimal  ]iurchase  made  him  the  holder  of  two 
hundred  and  forty  shares  altogether.  Long 
business  ex|ierience  and  careful  consideration 
of  possibilities  and  trade  conditions  have  en- 
abled him  to  so  wnduct  Ins  affairs  as  rarely,  if 
ever,  to  make  a  mistake  in  matters  of  business 
judgment,  and  the  straightforward  i)oliey  to 
wliieh  he  has  ever  closely  adhered  |inives  what 
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many  are  inclinwl  to  dispute,  that  prosperity 
and  an  iionoralile  name  may  be  won  siniiilta- 
noously. 

On  the  28th  of  June,  ISGO,  Mr.  Marbold  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Margaret  Hackman, 
will)  ivjis  twm  nt-ar  roffcln,  in  tlic  province  of 
Hanover,  Germany.  January  14,  1S40,  and 
caiuf  to  America  in  IR.l?.  They  were  married 
in  Beardstown,  Illinois,  and  hectiiiie  the  parents 
of  r^ix  children,  three  of  whom  an'  living.  Tliose 
deti^ased  are  Dora,  who  was  Iwrn  July  24,  1871, 
and  dii'd  February  2(1.  1S77 ;  Henry  H..  who 
««■;  Imrn  April  G,  1874.  and  died  February  19, 
lsT7:  and  a  bal)e,  who  died  in  infancy.  The 
living  are  Anna  M.,  the  wife  of  Henry  Wern- 
*\iv^.  iforn  .Vugnst  21,  Ifiill;  H.  J.,  born  April 
IT,  IKiJo;  and  Benjamin  F.,  Imm  December 
14.  l«7r.  In  1870  Mr.  Marlwhl  returned  to 
his  native  country  with  his  father,  his  wife 
ajiil  two  of  their  children,  luit  they  were  block- 
aded on  account  of  tltc  German  and  French 
war  and  had  to  return  by  way  of  Holland  to 
Orimsliy,  England,  thence  to  Liverpool  and 
mi  lo  New  York  city.  In  1S!»«  Mr.  Marlmjd 
a^ain  crossed  t!ie  water,  this  time  lieing  aceoni- 
]>anied  by  his  wife  and  bis  sister,  Mrs.  .\nnio 
Engle,  and  his  son  Benjamin,  who  had  just 
graduated  from  the  military  school  at  Worces- 
ter, Massachusetts.  While  in  the  fatlierland  he 
fwmd  and  purehased  an  old  di-sk  that  had  been 
in  the  Marbold  family  for  almost  two  hundreil 
years  and  had  it  ship]ied  to  his  home  in  Menard 
county.  It  is  a  very  large  piece  of  furniture 
—a  desk  and  liookease  combined — made  from 
oak  and  veneered  with  black  wahuit  finely  fin- 
ifihed  inside  and  out.  It  contains  mainly 
.-^Tct  drawen!,  containing  some  of  the  laws 
made  by  Napoleon,  wiiicli  the  people  were  or- 
<len-il  to  destroy  after  tlie  French  empen>r  was 
hanishcd. 

Mr.  Marbold  is  a  man  of  strong  domestic 
tastes,  and  his  devotion  to  his  family  has  ever 
lieen  one  of  his  salient  characteristics.  The 
death  of  his  wife  therefore  came  as  a  particu- 
laHy  telling  blow  to  the  family.  On  the  24th 
of  August,  1903,  Mrs.  Marltold.  accompanied 
by  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Wernsing,  started  for 
the  north  on  a  visit  and  pleasure  tri]).  She 
was  not  in  good  health  at  the  time,  but  no 
alarm  was  felt.    WhMe  visiting  in  Duluth,  Min- 


nesota, however,  she  was  taken  ill  and  a  suni- 
nmns  brought  her  husband  and  children  to  her 
bedside.  She  jiassed  away  September  15,  1903. 
Her  friends  cherish  her  raemoi'y,  for  she  was 
imc  of  the  most  beloved  women  of  Menard 
(-(rnnty,  possissinj;  the  traits  of  character  which 
endeared  her  to  all  with  whom  she  came  in 
contact.  She  presided  over  her  attractive  home 
with  gracious  and  cordial  hospitality,  and  her 
kindly  spirit  was  manifest  in  her  tactful  treat- 
ment of  all.  Ehnwood,  the  k'autiful  family 
home,  was  the  center  of  her  universe,  and  all 
f(J*lK'tter  who  came  within  the  radius  of  its 
cheering  intlnenee.  The  funeral  services 
were  held  in  the  German  Lutheran  church 
and  interment  made  at  Rose  Hill.  Many 
and  biiautifu!  were  the  floral  tokens  of 
love  and  respwt  swn  about  the  bier,  and 
the  church  was  inadequate  for  the  large  con- 
course of  jHiiple  who  thus  attested  their  love 
and  friendship.  Many  from  neighlwring  towns 
and  more  remote  places  were  in  attendance; 
hers    WHS    the    largest    funeral    ever    held  in 

The  three  surviving  children  oecujiy  homes 
wliieh  were  given  them  by  their  father,  those 
of  H.  J.  Marbold  and  Mrs.  Wernsing  being 
among  the  linest  residences  of  this  part  of  the 
slate,  while  Benjamin  ¥.  resides  at  the  old 
home  once  occupied  by  bis  sister  Sirs,  Wern- 
sing. The  present  elegant  home  of  Mrs. 
Wernsing  would  grace  the  boulevards  of  any  of 
Ihe  hnest  and  largest  cities  of  either  America 
or  Kurojie.  It  is  built  entirely  of  stone  with 
great  broad  verandas  on  three  sides  and  the 
interior  iinishing  is  thoroughly  in  keeping  with 
the  outside.  It  is  without  d<iubt  the  finest 
icsidence  in  central  Illinois  and  there  is  noth- 
ing to  compare  witli  it  in  Menard  county, 

Mr.  Marljold  has  been  a  student  of  the  con- 
ditions of  the  (i>unty  and  its  jiossibilities  and 
his  supjjort  can  always  be  counted  upon  in 
relation  to  measures  which  have  for  their  ob- 
ject the  general  welfare.  In  fact,  statistics 
show  that  the  Marbold  family  have  done  more 
toward  the  development  and  improvement  of 
Menard  county  than  any  other  family  here 
living.  Mr,  Marlxild  came  to  this  country  as 
an  .\mcrican  citizen  and  has  the  strongest  at- 
tachment for  the  countrv  and  her  institutions,   j 
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His  political  allegiance  ia  given  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  he  is  a  firm  believer  in  the 
jjrinciple  of  free  trade,  having  given  thought- 
fnl  and  earnest  consideration  to  the  question, 
his  opinions  being  fostered  by  study  at  home 
1111(1  also  of  conditions  abroad. 

In  the  summer  of  1904  Mr.  Marbold  gave  a 
tract  of  eight  ac-ri-s  of  land  to  l>e  used  as  a 
cemetery  for  Grcenview  and  at  this  writing,  in 
November.  1904,  he  is  erecting  a  memorial 
gate  in  memory  of  his  wife.  It  is  built  of 
])ressed  brick  and  Bedford  atone  and  granite, 
the  memorial  inscription  to  be  upon  the  gran- 
ite. This  beautiful  city  of  the  dead  is  a 
splendid  tribute  to  tlio  memory  of  one  whose 
life  was  devoted  so  largely  to  promoting  the 
comfort  and  happiness  of  those  around  her  and 
whose  many  acts  of  kindness  cause  her  mem- 
ory to  remain  as  a  beneficent  iniluence  with  all 
who  knew  her. 

Mr.  Marbold  has  iKfn  liberal  in  his  contribu- 
tions to  moral  and  educational  cnterjirises,  and 
the  churches  and  schools  of  his  neighborhood 
have  found  in  liini  a  wann  friend.  Menard 
county  owes  much  to  his  progressive  spirit 
and  too  much  can  not  Iki  said  in  his  praise, 
for  ho  has  Ikth  indeed  the  advance  agent  of 
]irosperity  to  the  community  at  large  and  it 
is  with  the  gn-ntcit  pleasure  that  we  ]>rcsent 
the  history  of  himself  and  family  to  the  read- 
ers of  this  volnmc,  knowing  that  therein  the 
younger  generaliou  will  find  a  worthy  exam- 
ple to  pattern  after.  He  is  a  man  of  nuabating 
energy,  of  unfalti'ring  honesty  and  industry 
that  never  flags,  whether  in  conneelion  with 
public  affairs  or  private  interests,  and  without 
invidious  distinction  may  well  he  termed  one 
of  the  foremost  men  of  Menard  county. 


ANDREW  0.  ,11  HL. 
The  (icrman  elciucnt  in  our  American  citi- 
zenship is  ail  iiuimrtanl  one.  The  Teutonic 
race  has  taken  an  active  part  in  the  civiliza- 
tion of  llie  world  and  the  sons  of  the  father- 
hind  who  have  come  to  America  have  been  quick 
to  adapt  tlu-nis,-lvcs  to  the  conditions  of  the 
new  world  and  io  take  advantage  of  business 
ojiening:^  here  atford<'d.      Mr.  .lulil.  possessing 


many  of  the  sterling  characteristics  of  his  Ger- 
man ancestry,  has  become  a  well  known  repre- 
sentative citizen  of  Menard  county.  He  re- 
sides in  range  8,  township  18,  where  he  Car- 
rie's on  general  agricultural  pursuits,  his  birth 
occurring  January  29,  1852,  in  Schleswig- 
Holstein,  which  province  was  then  a  part  of 
Denmark.  His  parents  were  Hans  and  Mary 
(Smith)  Jnhl,  and  the  father  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation.  He  being  the  eldest  in  a  family 
of  eleven  children  inherited  his  father's  prop- 
erty in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  succession 
and  thus  became  the  owner  of  seven  tnns  of 
land,  amounting  to  from  one  hundred  and 
twenty  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres, 
according  to  American  measure.  He  has 
one  sister  who  is  yet  living  in  Schleswig- 
Ilolstein  upon  a  farm  and  who  is  the  wife  of 
John  Winter.  Hans  Juhl  carried  on  agricul- 
tural pursuits  in  his  native  country  throughout 
his  entire  Ufe  and  died  in  the  year  1891,  when 
seventy-seven  years  of  age.  In  his  family  were 
twelve  children,  of  whom  Andrew  C.  is  the 
third  in  order  of  birth.  The  record  is  as  fol- 
lows; Matt,  who  resides  in  Webster  City, 
Iowa,  having  large  farming  interests  in  that 
part  of  the  state;  Hannah,  who  is  the  wife  of 
Pete  Miller,  a  resident  of  Fort  Dodge,  Iowa; 
Andrew  C,  of  this  review ;  Peter,  who  is  en- 
gaged in  the  iiractici'  of  veterinary  surgery  in 
New  York  city;  Christina,  who  married  An- 
drew Smith,  but  Imth  are  now  deceased;  Mag- 
dalena,  who  married  Luther  Smith  and  resides 
in  Denmark;  Mary,  who  is  the  wife  of  Pete 
Onip,  also  living  in  Denmark;  Hans  C,  who 
is  a  retired  farmer  residing  in  Omaha,  Ne- 
braska; James,  who  lives  in  township  18,  Me- 
nard county;  Christopher,  who  makes  his  home 
in  the  same  township;  Louisa  and  Mary,  both 
of  whom  are  married  and  reside  in  Denmark. 
This  is  a  remarkable  record  for  longevity,  there 
being  but  one  death  in  tliis  large  family  of 
children.  The  mother  is  also  yet  living  in 
Denmark  and  is  now  seventy-four  years  of 
age,  her  birth  having  occurred  in  18.10. 

.Andrew  C.  Juhl  acquired  his  education  in 
ihe  public  schools  of  Denmark  and  has  always 
followed  farming.  He  came  to  America  in 
18^3  when  about  twenty-one  years  of  age,  for 
he  had  heard  favorable  reports  concerning  bnei- 
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ne^s  opportuiiiti(;s  in  the  new  world  aud  thought 
that  lie  might  acquire  a  com|>etence  more 
rapidly  in  this;  f.mntrv.  Accordingly  he 
crossed  the  Atlaniic  aod  iK'ginniiig  work  as  a 
farm  hand,  ho  was  employed  in  this  way  three 
ymrs.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he 
tl)uught  his  capital  was  suRieient  to  justify 
him  in  carrying  on  farming  on  his  own  ac- 
coimt  and  therefore  he  rented  a  tract  of  land, 
hcginning  its  further  development  and  culti- 
vation. He  continued  to  rent  land  for  about 
six  years  tlien  with  the  money  he  had  acquired 
through  his  own  lal»rs  he  made  his  first  pur- 
chase of  land  in  1884.  Since  that  time  he  has 
added  at  intervals  to  his  property  and  he  now 
owns  five  hundred  and  twenty  acres  worth 
eighty  dollars  per  acre.  He  raises  grain, 
horses  and  hogs,  but  gives  no  attention  to  cat- 
tle, for  he  did  not  (ind  them  profitable.  He 
has  made  all  of  tJie  improvements  upon  hie 
farm  and  now  has  one  of  the  best  properties 
in  the  agricultural  districts  of  Menard  county. 
Everything  al)out  his  place  is  kept  in  excelleDt 
c<nidition  and  the  fann  is  the  visible  evidence 
of  Jiij!  life  of  carefully  directed  labor,  for  he 
(lime  to  .\meriea  empty-handed  and  all  that 
he  has  achieved  is  the  reward  of  his  persistent 
effort  and   diligence.  , 

In  18rii  Mr.  Jiihl  was  married  to  Miss 
l>iuiMa  Baker,  who  is  of  German  birth  and  who 
prior  to  her  marriage  rt'sidod  in  Sand  Ridge, 
Menard  county.  Six  children  have  been  Iwrn 
unto  them:  Hall,  who  resides  at  home;  Wal- 
ter, now  deceased,  who  married  .Mice  Smith 
anil  since  his  death  his  widow  has  made  her 
home  with  her  father.  S.  M.  Smith;  OIHe.  who 
married  Walter  Watkins  and  is  living  in  town- 
ship 18,  Menard  county;  Hattic,  who  is  the 
wife  of  William  J.  Houghton;  Emma,  who  re- 
sides upon  the  home  farm  at  the  age  of  fif- 
teen yearp;  and  Elsie,  who  is  twelve  years  of 
age  and  completes  the  family. 

Mr.  Juhl  is  a  Republican  in  his  political 
belief  and  has  Iwen  called  to  serve  in  several 
local  offices,  acting  as  school  trustee,  as  school 
director  and  as  road  commispioner.  He  he- 
longs  to  the  Lutheran  church,  while  his  wife 
is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  church.  Both 
are  worthy  of  the  esteem  in  which  they  are  so 
uniformly  held  and  they  certainly  deserve  re- 


presentation in  this  volume.  Mr.  Juhl  lias  not 
been  disap{>ointed  in  America,  its  advantages 
and  its  prosjieets  and  has  never  had  occasion 
to  regret  his,  determination  to  establish  his 
home  in  the  new  world,  for  here  he  jias  pros- 
pered as  the  years  have  gone  by  and. is  now  one 
of  the  substantial  farmers  of  his  locality. 


HORACE  A.  WOOD. 
Horace  A,  Wood,  now  living  retired  in 
Petersburg,  was  until  recently  engaged  in  the 
nursery  busines!-.  He  was  liorn  on  the  30th 
of  June,  IX-i'i.  in  Cattaraugus  county,  Xew 
York,  a  son  of  Solomon  and  Ann  (Shewman) 
Wood.  The  father  was  horn  in  the  Empire 
state  in  1812  and  was  of  English  lineage, 
while  his  wife  was  of  Oennan  descent.  The 
paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a 
militia  man  in  Xew  York  at  an  early  day  and 
when  the  country  became  involved  in  the 
second  war  with  England  he  enlisted  in  its 
defense  and  served,  throughout  the  period  of 
lioslilitiL's.  Solomon  Wood  was  reared  to  man- 
hoo(l  in  the  state  of  his  nativity  and  throughout 
his  business  career  followed  the  occupation  of 
farming.  His  liirlh  had  occurred  in  Putnam 
county.  Xew  York,  but  he  removed  from  that 
section  of  the  slate  to  the  western  part,  settling 
near  Ithaca  and  later  he  took  up  his  abode  in 
Cattaraugus  county,  where  he  became  a  land- 
owner and  carried  on  agricultural  i)ur8uitB. 
He  married  Miss  Ann  Shewman,  who  was  of 
Rerman  lineage,  born  in  Xew  Jersey  in  the 
year  181-1.  It  was  soon  after  their  marriage 
that  they  removed  to  western  Xew  York,  tak- 
ing up  their  almde  near  Olefin,  which  was  the 
starting  place  for  the  western  emigrants,  the 
travelers  securing  their  outfits  there  and  pro- 
ceeding from  that  point  down  the  Allegheny 
river.  Solomon  Wood  died  in  18D0  at  about 
the  age  of  eiglity-five  years,  and  his  wife  passed 
away  three  yeara  previously  when  about  the 
same  age.  Tn  their  family  were  five  children, 
of  whom  Horace  .\.  was  the  fourth  in  order  of 
birth,  .\braham,  the  eldest,  spent  his  entire 
life  in  XVw  York.  Harriet,  deceased,  was  the 
wife  of  Sylvester  Gray,  who  lived  in  the  state 
of  Xew  York,  where  Sirs,  flrav  sjient  her  entira 
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life.  Hhc  had  tlirfv  sons  and  tbreu  daughters. 
Halsey,  who  owns  the  old  family  hoincst^^ad 
in  western  Sew  York,  married  Sarah  Maybe 
and  they  have  one  daughter  and  an  adopted 
son.  Jennie,  the  yoiingi'St  of  the  family,  be- 
eume  the  wife  of  Montiville  White,  and  both 
arc  now  deceased.  They  resided  in  the  Empire 
state  and  had  one  son  and  three  daujjbters. 

Horace  A,  Wood  began  his  education  in  the 
district  schools  of  his  native  state  and  after- 
ward continued  his  studies  in  an  academy  in 
Rushford,  New  York.  Ijiter  he  attended  a 
private  school  and  subsequently  went  to  Pough- 
koepsio,  where  lie  entered  Eastman's  Business 
College,  completing  his  education  by  gradua- 
tion from  that  institution.  On  putting  aside 
his  text-books  he  began  traveling  for  a  nursery 
company,  his  territory  Iwing  principally  Illi- 
nois. I^ttT  he  embarked  in  the  nursery  busi- 
ness in  Menard  county  on  his  own  account  and 
grew  nursery  stock  for  seven  years.  He  then 
dealt  in  nursery  stock  for  a  mimlirr  of  years 
and  was  at  one  time  connected  with  a  business 
of  manufacturing  bed  springs  and  mattreses, 
following  tliat  pursuit  for  about  thirteen 
months.  He  owns  si'venty  acres  of  land  ad- 
joining the  corporation  limits  of  Pefei-sburg. 
In  Menard  county  and  this  part  of  the  state 
was  known  as  an  enterprising  and  reliable 
business  man,  and  whatever  success  he  achieved 
is  due  entirety  to  his  own  labors,  for  he  started 
out  in  life  on  his  own  account  with  limited 
capital. 

In  lH(i!>  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Wood  and  Miss  Lizzie  Miles,  a  daughter  of 
James  Miles,  whose  biography  appears  else- 
wliere  in  this  volume,  and  unto  them  were  born 
three  children,  two  sons  and  a  daughter:  Flor- 
ence, born  in  1874,  is  now  the  wife  of  Dr. 
Georfre  Spears,  who  is  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  dentistry  in  Petersburg:  Beulah.  born  in 
Ifi.Sl.  is  a  graduate  of  the  Petersburg  high 
school  and  has  spent  two  ^ejirs  as  a  student 
in  the  State  University  of  Illinois  and  is  now 
teaching  in  Menard  county.  Hnrlington,  born 
in  1HS1-,  is  also  a  graduate  of  the  Petersliurg 
schools  and  was  a  student  in  the  State  Uni- 
v<Tsity.  where  he  pursued  the  study  of  law. 
He  is  now  teaching  school,  but  will  continue 
his  law  studies  in  lOO.".. 


Both  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Wood  hold  membership 
in  the  Christian  church  and  their  cliildrcn  are 
also  identified  therewitJi,  He  gave  his  [wlitical 
support  to  the  Republican  party  until  181)6, 
in  which  year  he  voted  for  William  Jennings 
Bryan,  but  he  has  again  iKJcame  connected 
with  the  Republican  party  and  he  is  enabled  to 
support  his  position  by  intelligent  argument 
iKjeausc  he  keeps  well  informed  xijton  ihe  <jues- 
tions  and  issues  of  Ihe  day.  He  began  lite  as 
a  poor  l>oy,  but  his  financial  valuation  is  now 
creditable.  His  life  has  ijcen  one  of  activity 
and  usefulness  and  has  been  characterized  by 
the  most  unswerving  integrity  and  honor  in 
all  his  l)usiness  transactions  and  in  his  varied 
relations  with  his  fellow  men. 


THOMPSON   WARE  McNEELY. 

Thompson  Ware  McXeely  was  born  in  Jack- 
sonville, Illinois,  October  5,  1835.  His  father, 
Robert  T.  McXccIy,  and  his  mother,  Ann 
Maria  (Ware)  McX'eely,  were  natives  of  Ken- 
tucky but  were  married  in  Jacksonville,  Illi- 
nois, September  11,  18;i4.  The  mother  died 
in  Jacksonville,  July  ii.j,  l!S;iy,  and  our  sub- 
ject then  came  to  live  with  relatives  in  Menard 
county,  where  he  has  residtil  ever  since.  His 
father  came  to  Petersburg  in  1S45  and  en- 
gaged in  mercantile  business,  residing  lliere 
until  his  death  December  17.  l«8(i. 

After  coming  to  Menard  county,  Mr.  Mc- 
Xeely spent  a  number  of  years  on  a  farm  and 
then  entered  his  father's  store  as  a  clerk,  .\fter 
one  year  at  -hilTilee  College  near  Peoria,  Illi- 
nois, hi'  entered  I.cunbard  T'niversity  ai  t^ales- 
biirg  in  IS.";^,  fnun  which  he  was  graduated  in 
.lune.  l.S.->G.  with  the  degree  of  A.  B.,  and  the 
same  college  conferred  upon  him  tJie  degree 
of  A.  ^I.  in  IS.-.i).  Mr.  McXeely  liegan  the 
study  of  law  in  July,  18J6,  and  in  the  follow- 
ing October  hi-  wi'nl  south  and  taught  school 
in  a  private  family  on  a  plantation  near  Wood- 
ville.  Mississippi,  fur  some  months,  studying 
law  al  the  same  time.  Returning  to  Peters- 
burg he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  August, 
IS-'iT.  where  he  has  since  then  been  in  the 
active  practice  of  law.  In  Xovember,  1858, 
lie  entcri'd  ihe  law  department  of  the  Univer- 
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fity  of  l.ouisviik",  Kyntueky,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  the  following  March  with  the 
degree  of  LL.  B. 

Jn  November,  18t>],  ilr.  Mt-Necly  was  elected 
as  a  tlclegate  to  the  const  i  tut  iimal  convention 
of  Illinois  from  Menard  and  Cass  counties,  in 
which  body  he  served  as  a  member.  In  1868 
he  was  ekited  on  the  Democratic  ticket  as  a 
member  of  congress  from  the  ninth  congres- 
sional district  of  Illinois,  eom|iosed  of  the 
coimties  of  Menard,  Cass,  Mason,  Fulton,  Mc- 
Donough,  Schuyler,  Brown  and  Pike,  and  was 
re-elected  from  the  same  district  in  1870,  serv- 
ing from  March  4.  1HG9,  to  March  4, 1873.  He 
wa.s  appointed  by  the  Democratic  state  conven- 
tion of  Illinois  and  served  as  a  delegate 
to  the  Democratic  national  convention 
which  was  held  in  Baltimore  in  1872.  In 
18Tb-y  he  served  as  chairman  of  the  state 
Democratic  central  committee  of  IJlinoifl.  In 
1893  he  was  elected  and  served  as  one  of  the 
presidential  electors  for  Illinois,  voting  for  Mr. 
Cleveland.  In  1896  he  was  again  nominated 
as  a  presidential  elector  by  the  Democratic 
state  convention  )mt  was  defeated  as  were  all 
others;  on  the  ticket.  He  has  always  supported 
and  voted  tJie  Democratic  ticket,  taking  an 
active  interest  in  every  campaign. 

On  Xovcmlier  27,  1872,  Mr.  McNeely  was 
married  to  Miss  M.  H.  Dirickson,  daughter  of 
Colonel  I,.  I.,  Dirickson,  of  Berlin,  Maryland. 
They  have  one  child,  Bettie,  the  wife  of  Nelson 
H,  fJreene,  of  Tallula,  Illinois.  In  religion 
Mr.  McXcely  is  an  Eiiiscopaliaii  and  is  an  of- 
ficer in  the  local  ehnrch.  He  is  a  Mason  and 
has  served  as  master  of  liis  lodge;  high  priest 
of  his  cliapter;  and  eminent  commander  of  his 
commandery.  He  is  a  Scottish  Rite  Mason, 
and  has  received  the  thirty-Second  degree  of 
that  Masonic  order.  He  is  also  a  Koight  of 
Pythias,  a  Modern  Woodman  and  an  Elk. 


REINKARD  ONKEN. 

Among  the  citizens  that  Oermany  has  fur- 
nished to  the  new  world  is  numbered  Reinhard 
Onken.  who  has  many  of  tlie  sterling  character- 
istics that  have  always  Iwen  notable  among 
the  German  people — the  energy,  capability  and 


strong  purpose.  He  was  born  .lanuary  11, 
1846,  his  parents  being  Herman  and  Mary 
(Gerdes)  Onken,  who  were  also  natives  of  the 
fatherland.  The  former  died  December  24, 
1865,  and  the  latter  in  February,  1860. 

Reinhard  Onken  spent  the  days  of  his  boy- 
hood and  youth  in  his  native  land,  attended 
school  in  accordance  with  its  laws  and  after- 
ward, still  in  conformity  with  the  rules  iHat 
govern  German  citizenship,  he  entered  the 
army,  serving  from  November  1,  1807,  until 
the  5th  of  September,  1871.  A  war  broke  out 
in  1870  and  on  the  4th  day  of  August  of  that 
year  he  went  with  his  command  to  the  French 
line.  On  the  16th  of  the  same  month  lie  par- 
ticipated in  the  battle  of  Marslatour,  the  en- 
gagement lasting  from  morning  until  eight 
o'clock  at  night,  while  the  loss  on  each  side 
was  over  twenty-five  thousand.  The  next  en- 
gagement in  which  Mr.  Onken  participated  was 
that  of  Gravelotte,  the  fighting  heginning  at 
noon  and  continuing  until  night.  He  was  in 
seven  pitched  battles  altogether,  serving  with 
the  cavalry  forces. 

Not  long  after  his  release  from  military  ser- 
vice Mr.  Onken  determined  to  establish  his 
home  in  America  and  arrived  in  Menard  county 
on  the  1st  of  April,  1872.  '  Here  he  was  em- 
ployed by  the  month  as  a  farm  hand  until  1880, 
when  he  rented  the  Alkire  farm  near  Sweet- 
water for  a  year.  He  afterward  rented  the  H. 
II.  Marbold  farm  until  1888,  when  with  the 
money  that  he  had  saved  from  his  earnings 
and  through  his  economy  he  became  the  owner 
of  a  farm  of  his  own.  In  fact  he  bad  pur- 
chased this  in  18S6,  but  did  not  take  np  his 
abode  thereon  until  1888.  Since  that  time  he 
has  I'ontinually  and  successfully  engaged  in 
general  farming  and  in  the  raising  and  feed- 
ing of  stock  and  has  fine  farm  animals  upon 
his  place,  dealing  only  in  high  grades  of  cattle 
and  horses.  He  came  to  this  country  empty- 
handed,  but  has  steadily  worked  his  way  up- 
ward and  is  to-day  the  owner  of  two  hundred 
and  seventy  acres  of  line  land,  splendidly  im- 
proved with  g04id  buildings  and  eijnipped  with 
all  the  accessories  of  a  model  farm  of  the  twen- 
tieth century. 

Mr.  Onken  was  married  to  Miss  Amelia 
Clever,  a  daughter  of  Herman  H.  and  Dorothy 
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(HaokiiianJ  Mt-ver,  Iroth  of  whom  were  born 
in  Gorniaiiy.  Mr.  llej-er  also  came  to  this 
country  in  very  limited  financial  circumstances, 
but  through  Ilia  energy  and  activity  and  by 
reason  of  liis  honorable  conduct  he  became 
a  representative  citizen  of  Menard  county.  He 
was  born  February  16,  ISjJti,  and  died  April 
27,  1902.  Hi8  wife  was  bom  on  the  7th  of 
March,  183-1.  TJie  year  18o4  witnessed  their 
arrival  in  America  and  for  about  a  year  they 
remained  in  St.  Louis,  where  Mr.  Mover  was 
employed  in  a  brickyard  and  in  driving  teams. 
He  came  to  Menard  county  in  1855  and  for  some 
time  worked  by  the  month  in  the  employ  of 
Mr.  ^larbold,  and  by  his  economy  and  indus- 
try he  saved  sufficient  means  to  enable  him  to 
purchase  two  hundred  acres  of  wild  land  near 
Salt  crwk.  He  then  put  forth  every  effort 
toward  the  improvement  of  this  place  that  it 
might  become  a  productive  tract.  Later  he  was 
enabled  to  purchase  two  hundred  acres  near  by 
and  also  improved  this. 

The  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Onken  has  l>een 
hlessed  with  four  children:,  two  iiaving  died 
in  infancy.  Those  living  are:  Herman  E., 
born  May  'ZG.  1881 ;  and  Margaret  Maria,  born 
August  7,  188T.  The  parent?  are  memlxTs  of 
the  Lutheran  church  and  Mr.  Onken  has  for 
twelve  years  been  a  member  of  the  school  board 
in  bis  district  in  which  capacity  he  does  every- 
thing in  his  power  to  promote  the  cause  of  edu- 
cation. In  politics  he  has  always  hcen  a 
stanch  Democrat  and  in  his  citizenship  has 
heen  noted  for  his  loyalty  to  .\nierica  and  her 
l>est  institutions. 


H.  E.  ^VILKINS,  M.  I>. 
Among  tlie  members  of  the  medical  frater- 
nity |)ractieing  in  Petersburg  who  deserve 
sptvial  numtion  Ix^causn'  of  tlieir  capability  and 
consequent  succcsfi  is  Dr.  H.  E.  Wilkins.  to 
whom  is  accorded  a  gratifying  patronage  in 
recognition  of  his  careful  preparation  and  his 
skill  which  arises  therefrom.  He  has  spent  his 
entire  life  in  this  state,  his  liirth  having  oc- 
curred in  Greenville,  Bond  county,  on  the  Slst 
of  July  180.").  His  parents.  Dr.  D.  and  Maria 
M.    'Gwyn)    Wilkins,  are  natives  of  Laporte, 


Indiana.  In  185'i'  the  father  removed  to  Illi- 
nois, settling  in  Greenville,  Bond  county,  where 
he  has  since  engaged  in  practice,  although  he 
is  now  largely  living  retired,  being  seventy- 
nine  years  of  age.  He  and  his  wife  celebrated 
their  golden  wedding,  Hay  11,  1004,  and  the 
festivities  were  participated  in  by  many  friends. 
for  they  are  among  the  best  known  and  most 
highly  esteemed  citizens  of  Bond  county.  \t 
the  time  of  the  Civil  war  Dr.  D.  Wilkins  ottered 
his  services  to  the  government,  enlisting 
in  the  One  Hundred  and  Thirtieth  Illi- 
nois Infantry,  under  Colonel  John  B, 
Heed.  He  served  almost  from  the  be- 
ginning of  hostilities  until  the  latter  part 
of  18H5,  and  after  his  return  home  he  acquired 
a  very  extcnsi\'e  practice,  which  brought  to 
him  a  good  financial  return.  From  the  time 
of  the  establishment  of  the  board  of  pension 
examiners  he  served  as  one  of  its  meml>ers,  act- 
ing in  that  capacity  until  he  resigned  on  ac- 
count of  advanced  age,  at  which  time  he  was 
succeeded  by  his  son.  Dr.  David  E.  Wilkins. 
The  father  is  a  prominent  and  valued  mem- 
ber of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Eepublic  and  is 
also  identified  with  the  Masonic  fraternity. 

Dr.  H.  K.  Wilkins  liegan  his  education  in 
the  primary  s<'hool  of  Greenville  and  there 
continued  his  studies  until  he  had  completed 
the  high  school  course,  being  graduated  with 
the  class  of  ISSfi.  Whether  inherited  tendencies 
or  environment  shaped  his  course  it  is  impos- 
sible to  determine,  hut  at  all  events  he  resolved 
to  make  the  practice  of  medicine  his  life  work 
and  to  this  end  entered  the  Missouri  Medical 
College  of  St.  Louis,  Missimri.  where  he  spent 
three  and  a  half  years  in  study  and  was  then 
ohtiged  to  put  aside  his  text-l)ooks  liecause  of 
failing  health.  His  case  was  diagnosed  as 
tuberculosis  and  it  was  arranged  that  he  should 
spend  si.v  months  in  Kansas,  six  months  in 
Colorado  and  six  months  in  the  mountains. 
hut  at  the  end  of  the  first  six  months  he  was  so 
improved  (hat  ho  returned  to  Greenville. 

There  Dr.  Wilkins  was  married,  on  the  2-lth 
of  December.  1890.  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Hnbich.  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  H.  TIabich.  a  repR'sentati  ve 
fartiier  of  Bond  county.  They  lost  two  chil- 
dren that  were  bom  unto  them:  Daisy  Ruth. 
who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years;  and  Madie 
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Jewel],  who  di^d  at  tiie  uge  of  six  and  a  half 
vearii.  On  the  ^Jiith  of  Soptoiaher,  I9U4,  a  son 
wari  bom,  to  whom  tliey  liave  given  the  iiatiie 
of  James  Habtch  Wilkins, 

Aftor  his  macriage  Dr.  Wilkins  returned  to 
Gene\a,  Kansas,  wliere  he  had  previously 
practiced,  and  again  taking  up  his  professional 
duties,  he  continued  a  nieinbei'  of  the  niedieal 
fraternity  of  that  place  for  two  and  a  half 
years.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he 
pursued  a  course  of  study  in  tiie  Cnlieye  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  Keokuk.  Iowa,  and 
was  graduated  on  the  1th  of  Maivh.  ]X^\i.  In 
addition  to  the  regular  work  he  iiursueil  a 
si)ocial  course  on  diseases  of  women  and  chil- 
dren, for  which  he  received  a  special  dipiouia, 
and  in  his  i>ractice  he  has  Iwen  very  succeiJ.sful 
along  those  lines. 

Following  his  graduation  lie  relumed  to 
Bond  county  and  took  up  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine five  mih's  east  of  the  old  homestead,  where 
he  remained  iintit  ISD.j.  when  lie  removed  to 
Sonmto.Boud  county.settlingliftecniuiles  north 
of  the  old  home.  When  he  had  pnictleeii  in 
that  locality  for  nine  years  lie  came  to  Peters- 
liurg  and  sneceeded  Dr.  J.  ('.  Fisher  in  the 
conduct  of  a  practice  wliieh  under  his  guidance 
has  grown  in  both  volume  and  iiu[K)rtanec. 
He  belongs  to  the  Bond  Couutv  Medical  So- 
ciety and  also  to  the  Menard  County  :Medieal 
Societ\'. 

Dr.  Wilkins  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternily  and  is  serving  as  senior  dtiK'im  of  his 
lodge.  Ke  also  belongs  to  the  Indejwudent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Modern  Woodmen 
of  .\nicricn.  the  Mnliiat  Protective  League  and 
was  one  of  the  leaders  and  promoters  in  estab- 
lishing a  camp  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans  in 
Petersburg.  His  pnlitieal  su|)port  is  given  the 
Republican  party  and  he  was  its  choice  for 
the  position  of  coroner  in  IflO-l,  Both  he  and 
his  wife  are  consistent  members  and  very  ac- 
tive and  efficient  workers  in  the  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  church  of  Petersburg,  in  which 
he  is  now  serving  as  a  ruling  elder  and  also  as 
clerk  of  the  sessions.  Tlis  life  has  been  actu- 
ated by  high  and  worthy  principles  and  mo- 
tives, as  is  indicated  by  liis  strict  conformity 
to  the  ethics  of  the  profi'ssion.  his  honorable 
relations  with  his  fellowmcn  and  his  advocaev 


of  any  eaiist'  which  has  for  its  object  the  real 
Ijctlerment  and  improvement  of  the  community. 


JOSEPH  COLSON. 

Joseph  t'olson  was  horn  June  as),  18G0,  on 
tlie  farm  in  Menard  county  now  occupied  by 
August  Winkleman.  He  is  a  son  of  Samuel 
and  Maria  (Watkins)  Colson,  early  residents 
of  Illinois,  the  father  living  in  this  state  at 
Ihe  tinu'  of  the  memorable  dwp  snow — an 
event  which  has  become  historical  in  the  annak 
of  the  state.  In  the  family  were  six  children, 
of  whoTn  five  are  living:  Charles,  who  resides 
near  Oakford,  married  Julia  Brown  and  they 
have  >eveu  living  children;  Calvin  W.,  who  re- 
sides upim  his  father's  farm,  wedded  Ollie  Eden 
and  they  have  three  children,  two  daughters 
and  n  son ;  Jow'ph  is  the  third  in  order  of 
liirth;  Annie  is  the  wife  of  David  Stitch,  a 
farmer  residing  at  Xortli  Attcrlicrry,  and  they 
have  two  sons  and  two  daughters;  Jennie,  a 
(win  sister  of  .\nnie,  is  the  wife  of  Theodore 
llohrer.  who  is  in  the  government  service  at 
Arkansas  City,  Kansas,  and  tliey  have  three 
sons,  including  twins;  one  child.  Mae.  died  on 
the  home  farm  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years 
and  was  buried   in  Oakland  cemetery. 

Jose|jh  Colson  jiursued  his  education  in  what 
was  called  t)ie  Sampson  school.  It  was  seated 
with  long  benches  and  there  was  a  large  stove 
whi<'h  would  tiike  in  a  stick  three  of  four  feet 
in  h'Ugth.  It  was  difficult  to  nmintain  dis- 
cipline in  those  days,  schools  being  noted  for 
tlieir  unruly  character,  nor  did  the  pupils  al- 
ways tread  "'a  flowery  ]iath  of  kiiowhflge,''  On 
the  home  farm  Air.  Colson  received  instructions 
as  to  thi-  best  methods  of  planting  and  harvests 
ing  ero]is  and  raising  stock.  He  has  always 
engaged  in  farming  and  he  first  iH'gan  busi- 
ness on  his  own  account  on  the  A.  Winkleman 
farm,  which  was  then  owned  by  his  father. 
There  he  lived  for  a  year. 

.\s  a  companion  and  helpmate  on  life's  jour- 
ney Mr.  (■ols<m  cluise  Miss  Martha  Bell,  the 
wedding  being  celebrated  December  24,  ISM. 
Her  parents  wore  Austin  and  Elizabeth 
(Arnold)  Bell,  and  the  Bella  were  among  the 
early  seltlers  of  Little  Orove.     Both  her  father 


Digrizcd  by 


Google 


i;4 


PAST  A\D    PBESEST    OF   MENARD    COUNTY 


and  mother  were  born  at  Walnut  Ridgo,  Me- 
nard eoiiiitv.  After  his  niarriago  Mr.  Colson 
engaged  in  fanning  soutli  of  Oakford  for  a  year 
and  later  lived  for  one  year  about  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  from  that  place.  He  afterward  re- 
moved to  the  William  Lewis  farm,  upon  which 
he  lived  for  five  years  and  then  settled  on  the 
Walter  Lynn  place,  now  known  as  the  Walker 
farm.  There  he  lived  for  three  years,  at  the 
end  of  which  time  he  removed  to  his  present 
farm,  taking  up  his  aljode  in  a  little  house 
whieh  stood  in  the  old  orehard.  There  he  lived 
for  three  or  four  years,  after  which  he  returned 
to  the  Walker  place  and  again  made  it  hia 
home  for  four  years.  He  afterward  returned 
to  his  present  farm,  occupying  the  same  old 
house,  and  later  he  took  up  his  abode  on  his 
father's  old  homestead.  He  has  been  fairly 
successful,  always  carrj-ing  on  general  farm- 
ing, and  he  is  now  operating  two  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  land  on  the  old  home  place  and 
rents  one  hundred  and  twenty-fi^e  acrew.  He 
has  lived  a  life  of  industry  and  energy  and 
whatever  success  he  has  achieved  has  resulted 
therefrom. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Colson  have  been  horn 
seven  children  and  the  family  circle  remains 
unbroken  by  the  hand  of  death.  Tluw  are 
Sora  Ellen,  who  was  born  Soveiuber  28,  1880; 
Matt  H..  born  October  12.  1R82:  Annie,  bom 
May  4.  1884;  Elizabeth,  born  March  24,  1888; 
Myrtle,  bom  March  4,  1889;  Edith,  bom  No- 
vember 98.  1890.  and  now  attending  school  in 
AtterberrA';  and  Samuel,  liorn  September  9, 
]8i)fi.  The  children  have  been  provided  with 
good  conmion-sehool  advantages  and  nil  belong 
to  the  Methodist  clmrch  in  Atterbcrry.  Tn  his 
[jolitieal  views  Mr.  Colson  is  a  nemocrat  and  is 
now  serving  as  central  committeeman,  taking 
an  active  interest  in  the  party,  it^s  progress  and 
success. 


AUGUSTUS  F.  BEAliO. 

Augustus  r.  Beard,  who  has  long  been  identi- 
fied with  the  farming  interests  of  Menard 
county,  bus  been  a  witne^^s  of  .Vmericn's  prog- 
ress and  iinpnivement  for  more  (bnn  ihree- 
<|uarters  of  a  centiirv'.     He  was  born  at  Xew 


Boston.  Jrerrimaek  county.  New  Hampshire. 
on  the  25th  of  August,  1827.  his  parents 
being  Andrew  and  Rachel  (Jlarslial!)  Beard, 
who  were  also  natives  of  the  old  Granite  state. 
Mr.  Board  is  descended  from  Scotch-Irish  an- 
cestry, the  family  being  founded  in  America 
iiy  three  brothers,  Andrew,  Joseph  and  .\rchi- 
hald  Beard,  who  came  from  Colerainc.  County 
Londonderry.  Ireland.  Archibald  landed  in 
Virginia  in  li(i4  and  two  years  later  Andrew 
and  Joseph  crossed  the  .\tlantic  to  Boston, 
Massachusetts,  but  never  saw  the  other  brother 
after  coming  to  this  country,  .\ndrew  Beard, 
who  was  our  subject's  great-grandfather,  was 
born  in  County  Antrim,  Ireland,  in  1710,  and 
in  his  native  land  married  Lydia  Goardly,  who 
was  related  to  the  family  of  Commodore  PortiT 
and  was  visited  by  him  while  hia  fleet  was  at 
Portsmouth,  Kew  Hampshire.  Her  father  was 
an  English  officer  in  the  American  Revolution, 
while  her  son  William  fought  against  him  as  a 
member  of  the  Colonial  army.  On  coming  to 
the  now  world  Andrew  Beard  brought  with  him 
his  family,  the  son  William  being  then  fifteen 
years  of  age.  From  Boston  the  family  pro- 
ceeded  north  into  New  Hampshire  and  stopped 
over  night  at  Bedford,  that  state.  During  the 
night  their  landlady  gave  birth  to  twin  girls 
and  the  following  morning  William  was  invitwl 
in  to  see  then].  As  he  was  leaving  the  mother 
said  she  would  give  him  one  of  them  and 
strange  to  relate  he  married  one  of  them  in 
later  years.  She  bore  the  name  of  Jane  Burn* 
and  was  closely  related  to  the  noted  Scotch  poet 
Holxrt  Burns.  They  were  married  on  the  2(ltli 
of  March.  1790.  William  Beard  was  horn  in 
Coleraiiie.  Ireland,  October  30.  n.ll,  and  was 
ihe  eldest  son  of  Andrew  Beard,  who  wa,*  a 
blacksmith  by  occujiation.  In  June,  lt7~>. 
while  working  on  a  building  on  his  father's 
farm,  in  Xew  Boston.  William  received  the 
news  that  the  British  had  landed  in  Boston 
and  with  the  consent  of  his  |)arentR  be  immedi- 
iitely  re|iaired  to  Cliarlcstown  to  take  up  arms  in 
defeiisi!  of  his  adopted  country.  His  mother's 
last  words  to  him  as  he  wa.''  leaving  home  were: 
■■Go.  son.  and  fight  for  your  country,  and  if  the 
enemy  ever  see  your  back  n<'ver  let  me  see  your 
face  again."  He  participated  in  the  battle 
of  Hunker  Hill  and   was  one  of  the  fortv  to 
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volunteer  to  i.riiig  soiiii?  cattle  across  a  neck 
of  land  under  a  rakiiij;;  lire  from  tlie  enemy 
in  order  to  prevent  their  capture.  The  Eevo- 
iutionarv  war  records  of  Xew  Hampshire  men- 
tion that  after  the  hattle  the  government  al- 
lowed him  four  shillings  for  repairs  on  his 
musket.  Investigation  has  shown  tliat  at  the 
storming  of  the  heights  he  shattered  his  gun 
stoc'k  over  the  liead  of  a  British  soldier  who 
had  stabbed  him  in  the  face  with  his  bayonet. 
In  177'?  Mr,  Beard  received  an  ensign's  com- 
mission and  was  one  of  the  scouts  that  coni- 
meneed  tlie  attack  on  the  cnemv  at  Bennington. 
It  was  here  that  General  Stark  on  entering 
tlie  light  uttered  the  historic  words,  "We  con- 
quer to-day  or  Molly  Stark  will  be  a  widow." 
.VI though  in  sevc.ral  engagements  Mr.  Beard 
was  never  wounded  except  as  before  mentioned 
and  at  the  close  of  his  service  returned  home 
with  an  honorable  military  record.  .Vlthoiigh 
entitled  to  a  pension  he  nobly  refused  it.  Ho 
followed  farming  and  blacksmithing  and  con- 
tinued to  make  his  home  in  New  Hampshire 
throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life.  His 
death  occurred  January  2,  1832,  and  his  wife 
died  February  9,  1830. 

.\ndrew  Beard,  the  son  of  William  and  the 
father  of  our  subject,  was  born  January  30, 
lTi)l.  and  was  a  life-long  resident  of  New 
Hanijshirc.  He  also  devoted  his  energies  to 
fanning  and  blacksmithing.  working  at  his 
trade  when  the  smith  had  to  make  his  own 
nails  and  do  all  work  by  hand.  He  lived  an 
active,  useful  and  honorable  life  and  became 
the  owner  of  a  good  farm  in  his  native  state. 
He  taught  school  for  a  time  and  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Xew  Hampshire  legislature.  In 
1816  he  married  Elizal)eth  Cochran,  a  daughter 
of  Deacon  Cochran,  and  to  them  were  born  two- 
children,  John  and  Margret.  John  married 
Emily  Marshall,  of  irnity.  .Vow  IIam[ishire. 
to  whom  were  bom  two  sons,  flcorge  and  Clar- 
ence. Margret  married  Hiram  -Vngell  and  they 
had  one  child,  Emily.  For  her  second  huslrand 
she  marricrl  John  Gilmore,  but  both  ilr.  and 
Mrs.  Gilmore  are  now  deceased.  Mrs.  Eliza- 
Mh  Beard  died  January  11,  182G,  and  her 
husband  subsequently  married  Bachel  Marshall 
ami  removed  to  Xewport.  Xew  Hampshire, 
ner  death  occurred  March  30,   18150.  and  he 


passed  away  March  31,  ISdl.  By  the  second 
union  there  were  two  children;  Augustus  F-, 
of  this  review;  and  Ann  Elizabeth,  who  died 
in   infancy. 

Augustus  F.  Beard  is  indebted  to  the  schools 
of  Newport,  New  Hampshire,  for  the  educa- 
tional privileges  he  enjoyed  in  youth.  His 
training  at  farm  labor  was  also  ample,  for  at 
an  early  age  he  began  assisting  his  father  in 
the  development  of  the  fields.  After  attain- 
ing man's  estate  he  followed  the  occupation  to 
which  he  had  been  reared  and  became  the 
owner  of  se\'enty-five  acres  of  land  in  New 
Hampshire,  which  he  afterward  sold  ])rior  to 
his  removal  to  the  Mississippi  valley.  During 
the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  at  Newport  as  a  mu- 
.jcian  in  the  Si.xtivnth  New  Hampsliire  Volun- 
teer Infantry  but  was  soon  discharged  on  ac- 
count of  illni's.s.  He  came  to  Menard  county, 
Illinois,  in  1803,  and  here  he  resumed  farm- 
ing operations  on  a  tract  of  land  west  of 
I'clershurg.  He  purchased  his  first  land  here 
in  1892  and  is  now  the  owner  of  a  good  farm 
of  thn'c  hundred  and  iifty  acres,  which  he 
lias  placed  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation, 
adding  to  it  many  modem  equipments  and  im- 
provements. 

At  Sunapee,  New  Hampshire,  November  G, 
1K51,  Mr.  Beard  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Nyrha  Hurd,  a  daughter  of  Hiram  and 
Esther  (Patten)  Hurd.  Her  father  was  born 
in  Newport,  New  Hampshire.  June  3,  1800, 
and  was  of  English  lineage,  and  her  mother, 
who  was  born  in  Deering.  that  state.  Pecem- 
lier  22,  1804,  was  also  of  English  descent.  Mrs. 
Beard  was  born  June  R,  1833,  and  pursued  her 
education  in  New  Hampshire.  Her  father 
came  to  Illinois  in  1854,  journeying  by  rail  to 
Springfield  and  thence  coming  to  Petersburg 
i:y  stage.  He  purchased  land  here  and  at  the 
tiuie  of  his  death  was  the  owner  of  between 
six  and  seven  hundred  acres.  He  prospered 
in  his  undertakings  in  the  west  and  developed 
an  excellent  farm,  which  made  him  one  of  the 
substantial  agriculturists  of  his  eiimmunity. 
Hi'  dicfl  May  26.  1886,  and  if  he  had  lived 
seven  days  longer  he  would  have  attained  the 
age  of  eighty-six  years.  His  wife  died  Febru- 
ary 14.  1892,  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years. 

T'nto  Mr.  and   Mrs.   Beard  have  been  bom 


Digrizcd  by 


Google 


178 


PAST  AXD    PRESENT    OF    MEXARD    COUNTY 


two  soiii!,  botli  of  whoiu  are  living.  Hiram, 
who  is  now  forty-eight  years  of  age,  married 
Miss  LiHie  Simons,  and  tht'v  reside  two  miles 
southwest  of  Pi'terslturg.  They  have  one  son, 
Leon,  who  is  now  twenty-one  years  of  age. 
Irvin  H.,  forty-four  yoars  of  age,  married 
Effic  Lewis,  and  they  reside  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  west  of  Petershurg.  Their  children  are 
three  in  number:  Mabel,  eleven  years  of  age; 
Willis,  aged  eight;  and  Marshall,  six  years  old. 
Irvin  H.  Board  obtained  a  first  grade  cer- 
tifieate  and  taught  lic-hool  in  lie  Witt  eounty, 
was  also  a  teaclier  for  several  years  in  the 
country  schools  of  Menard  county  and  later 
engaged  in  teaching  in  the  city  schools  of  this 
county.  His  attention,  however,  is  now  given 
to  agricultural  pursuits. 

Since  age  conferred  upon  him  the  right  of 
franchise  Mr.  Beard  has  supported  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  He  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  Christian  church  and  are  a  well  known 
old  couple  of  this  portion  of  the  state.  Al- 
though Mr.  Beard  has  advanced  far  on  life's 
journey,  in  spirit  and  interests  he  seems  yet 
in  his  prime,  still  superintending  his  business 
affairs  and  taking  an  active  interest  in  alt  that 
pertains  to  the  progress,  improvement  and  up- 
building of  this  locality.  In  all  the  relations 
of  life  he  has  l)een  honorable  and  upright  and 
he  is  now  spending  his  declining  years  in  peace 
and  quiet,  enjoying  the  confidence  and  friend- 
ship of  many  with  whom  he  has  been  asso- 
ciated. 


WILLLAM  W.   STOXE. 

It  is  always  of  interest  to  examine  into  the 
history  of  a  self-made  man  and  note  the  quali- 
ties in  his  character  that  have  brought  him  suc- 
cess. William  W'.  Stone  deserves  to  be  ranked 
among  this  class  and  after  many  years  active 
identification  with  agricultural  interests  he  is 
now  living  a  retired  life  in  Greenview.  He 
was  born  at  Irish  Orovc,  Menard  county,  on 
the  jth  day  of  May,  18;i3.  representing  one  of 
the  old  pioneer  families  of  this  state.  Hie 
parents  were  Ambrose  Jjev  and  Catherine 
(Walker)  Stone,  the  former  a  native  of  Vir- 
ginia and  the  latter  of  Kentucky.     The  father 


came  to  Menard  county  in  183S,  casting  in  his 
lot  ajnong  the  frontier  settlers,  and  here  he 
turned  his  attention  to  farming,  which  he  car- 
ried on  continuously  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred on  the  27th  of  May,  18G5.  He  had 
long  survived  his  wife,  who  had  passed  away  in 
184.1. 

William  W.  Stone  acquired  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  and  afterward  spent 
si.\  months  as  a  student  in  Iowa.  His  training 
at  fann  labor  was  not  meager  for  in  his  youth 
he  was  instructed  in  the  best  methods  of  cul- 
tivating the  fields  and  caring  for  the  stock. 
To  his  father  he  gave  the  beneiit  of  his  service 
until  he  was  about  thirty  years  of  age,  after 
which  he  engaged  in  farming  for  himself,  car- 
rying on  agricultural  pursuits  uninterruptedly 
until  about  fifteen  years  ago,  when  he  put  aside 
the  more  arduous  cares  of  an  active  husiness 
life  and  removed  to  Greenview.  Tie  still,  how- 
ever, owns  the  farm  which  his  father  entered 
from  the  government  on  coming  to  Illinois 
more  than  six  decades  ago.  This  is  a  good  prop- 
erty well  improved  and  he  also  has  some  real  c^ 
tate  in  Greenview.  That  he  has  prospered  in 
his  undertakings  is  due  to  his  careful  manage- 
ment, persistency  of  purpose  and  laudable 
ambition  and  he  is  now  the  owner  of  realty  in- 
terests that  return  to  him  a  good  income  and 
enable  him  to  enjoy  a  well  merited  rest. 

Mr.  Stone  has  iieen  twice  married.  In  Sep- 
tember, 1863,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Sarah  Francis  Harding,  a  native  of  K.^n- 
tueky,  and  they  hecame  the  parents  of  three 
children:  Charles,  who  is  conducting  a  drug 
store  in  Greenview;  Kittie  J,,  the  wife  of 
Dwight  Smith,  also  of  Greenview ;  and  Emma 
F.,  the  widow  of  Aaron  Hatfield.  Mrs.  Stone 
departed  this  life  in  ia7fi  and  in  1878  Mr. 
Stone  was  again  married,  his  second  union  be- 
ing with  Kliza  J.  Stone,  a  native  of  Hlinois. 
who  died  in  1880. 

Mr.  Stone  has  spent  his  entire  life  in  Me- 
nard county,  covering  a  period  of  seventy-one 
years,  and  has  therefore  been  a  witness  of  the 
greater  part  of  its  growth  and  development. 
In  liis  boyhood  days  there  was  much  land  that 
wa^i  i^till  uncultivated  and  the  homes  of  the 
settlers  were  very  primitive  as  compared  with 
the  fine  residences  which  are  now  seen  through- 
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out  Menard  L-ouiity.  He  assisted  materially  in 
the  substantial  upbuilding  of  this  portion  of 
the  state,  especially  along  agricultural  lines, 
and  lia^  ever  inauifosted  a  keen  interest  in  the 
general  work  of  improvement. 


BERTON  W.  HOLE,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Berton  W.  Hole,  who  is  engaged  in  prac- 
tice in  Tallula,  where  his  ability  has  found 
recognition  in  a  large  and  growing  patronage, 
nas  born  in  Mason  county  near  Havana,  Illi- 
noiii,  October  11.  1870,  his  parents  being  Wil- 
liam H.  and  Rebecca  Susan  (Dieffonbacher) 
Hole.  The  father  was  of  English  lineage, 
while  the  mother  was  of  German  des<mt.  His 
birth  occurred  near  Salem  in  Washington  coun- 
ty, Indiana,  and  his  father  was  a  native  o( 
Ohio.  The  paternal  great-grandfather,  Daniel 
Hole,  came  from  England  to  America  and  waa 
(he  founder  of  the  family  in  the  new  world. 
.\t  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  William  H.  Hole 
espoused  the  cause  of  the  Union  and  enlisted 
in  the  Eighty-Fifth  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry. 
He  served  under  Sherman,  participated  in  the 
battles  of  Chattanooga,  Lookout  Mountain, 
Mission  Ridge,  Buzzanl'a  Roost,  Ringgold. 
Kencsaw,  Resaca,  Atlanta,  the  march  to  the 
sea  and  the  Carolina  campaign,  after  which  he 
participated  in  the  grand  review  at  Washing- 
ton, D.  C.  He  was  a  bra^e  and  loyal  soldier, 
doing  his  full  duty  as  a  defender  of  the  Union 
cause  and  he  is  now  an  honored  nicmbcr  of 
the  Cirand  Army  of  the  Republic.  He  still 
residi'S  near  Mason  City  in  Mason  county.  He 
has  always  followed  farming  and  now  owns  a 
good  tract  of  land  in  that  locality.  He  lost 
his  first  wife  in  Havana,  Illinois,  in  1877,  and 
has  since  married  again.  He  has  one  brother 
and  one  sister  living:  Thomas  A.,  who  is  a 
retired  farmer  residing  in  Havana;  and  Mrs. 
Maria  Lafton,  also  living  in  Havana.  Berton 
W.  Hole  is  the  second  in  a  family  of  three 
children,  hut  Edgar,  the  eldest,  died  at  the 
age  of  eighteen  months.  Hie  sister.  Oarnet,  is 
the  wife  of  W.  S.  Chestnut,  who  is  a  farmer 
but  resides  in  the  town.  They  have  two  chil- 
dren, a  son  and  danghter. 

Berton  W.  Hole  was  educated  in  the  coun- 
trv  schools  and  at  the  high  school  of  Havana, 


in  which  he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of 
1889.  He  then  entered  the  medical  depart>- 
ment  of  the  Northwestern  University,  where 
he  completed  a  course  by  graduation  in  181)3, 
the  degree  of  Medical  Doctor  being  then  con- 
ferred upon  him.  Having  thus  qualified  for 
practice  he  opened  an  office  in  Virginia.  Illi- 
nois, in  the  summer  of  1892,  but  remained  there 
only  until  September  of  that  year,  when  he 
came  to  Tallula  and  entered  into  partnership 
with  Dr.  C.  M.  Robertson.  This  relation  was 
maintained  until  1897,  when  Dr.  Robertson 
rettred  and  Dr.  Hole  has  since  been  alone  in 
business,  enjoying  a  large  and  lucrative  prac- 
tice. He  is  very  careful  in  the  diagnosis  of 
a  case,  is  seldom  at  fault  in  his  judgment,  and 
in  his  practice  lias  displayed  a  thorough  knowl- 
edge of  the  science  of  medicine  with  correct 
application  of  its  principles  to  the  nwds  of 
suffering  humanity.  He  belongs  to  the  Me- 
nard County  Medical  Society,  to  the  Sangamon 
County  Medical  Society,  the  Brainard  District 
Medical  Society,  the  Illinois  State  Medical  So- 
ciety and  the  American  Medical  Association, 
and  through  the  interchange  of  thought  and  ex- 
perience in  these  organizations  he  keeps  in 
touch  with  the  advancement  which  is  being 
continually  made  by  the  medical  fraternity. 
He  has  further  prepared  for  his  professional 
duties  by  post-graduate  work  in  the  Post-Grad- 
uate  Medical  College  of  Chicago,  which  he  at- 
tended in  1899.  lie  is  now  secretary  of  the 
pension  hoard  of  Petersburg.  Illinois,  and  ho 
has  a  large  general  practice  in  Tallula  and 
the  surrounding  district. 

In  June.  1894.  Dr.  Hole  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Sarah  1.  Robertson,  a  daughter 
of  Dr.  C:.  M.  Robertson.  She  acquired  her 
early  education  in  Tallula  and  afterward  at- 
tended the  Female  Seminary  at  Jaiks<mville, 
Illinois,  Both  the  Doctor  and  Mrs.  Hole  are 
incnibers  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
church  and  they  are  prominent  socially,  the 
cordial  hospitality  of  the  best  homes  of  this 
jiart  of  the  county  being  freely  extended  to 
them.  In  his  political  views  the  Doctor  is  a 
stalwart  Republican,  ever  supporting  the  party 
since  attaining  his  majority  and  although  he 
lias  never  sought  office  he  kec]>s  well  informed 
on  the  questions  and  issues  of  the  dav.  ^  He  has     . 

D,3nzcdbvL-iCH)gle 


18S 


PAST  AND    PRESENT    OF    MEXAIID    COl  XTY 


been  a  school  director  and  Iio  is  a  member  of 
the  Knights  of  Pytliias  and  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternities, the  latter  at  Pleasant  Plains.  He  was 
made  a  Mason  at  that  place  in  April.  1903. 
Id  a  profession  where  advancement  depends, 
solely  upon  inilividual  merit  he  has  steadily 
worked  his  way  upward  and  in  the  enjoyment 
of  a  large  practice  is  now  daily  demonstrating 
his  ability  to  succi'ssfully  solve  the  intricate 
problems  which  continually  meet  the  physician. 


HAKMOX  J.   MAHBOLD. 

Harmon  John  Marhold  was  born  in  (Ireen- 
view,  Hlinois,  on  the  17th  of  April.  1«(!5.  and 
is  a  son  of  Henry  Harmon  and  Margaret 
(Hackman)  Marliold,  who  were  both  Iwrn 
in  Germany  but  eame  to  .\nierica  when  quite 
young  and  were  married  in  this  country,  iix- 
tended  mention  is  made  of  the  family  on  an- 
other page  of  this  volume.  The  early  life  of 
Harmon  J.  Marbold  was  that  of  the  average 
farmer  boy,  spending  his  summers  on  the  farm 
and  attending  the  common  schools  in  winter 
until  fifteen  years  of  age.  He  then  entered 
the  Weslej'an  Univeraity  at  Blooniington,  Illi- 
nois, where  he  .''pent  three  years.  Soon  after 
this  he  took  a  six  months'  course  in  a  business 
college  at  Le.\ington,  Kentucky.  Later  ho 
spent  a  year  in  Bremen.  Germany,  under  the 
instruction  of  a  private  tutor. 

From  boyhood  Mr.  Marbold  has  been  a  lover 
aiul  adminT  of  liors*s,  esiHvially  of  trotting 
lior.ies,  and  early  In'gan  training  the  borsi  s  on 
tbe  farm  in  tbis  admired  aeeomplisbment. 
Later  he  became  a  driver  of  no  mean  ability, 
having  driver  on  the  same  track  with  Bud 
Doble.  Ed  (ieers  and  ntber  noted  driver.-^. 
S(niie  years  ago  he  opened  the  trotting  ^taiile 
on  tb.-  Marliold  stock  farm  at  (iiwnview.  llli- 
n<.i,-;.  aud  >ul:se,iueiitly  (irand  Baron  lieeatiie  the 
head  of  a  stable  of  well  Im'd  trotting  lior<es. 
tirand  Baron,  wbo-ie  breediug  is  of  tlu'  very 
best,  had  a  riford  of  2:iaV4-  In  the  siinmier 
of  1S!IH  be  was  on  the  grand  cireiiit  jiitted 
against  Tlu'  Monk.  Dare  Devil  and  others,  an.i 
nt  (ileus  Falls,  \ew  York.  Ibey  were  t-.  trot 
for  a  jturse  of  two  thousand  dollars.  Two  days 
before  the  raee  W!is  to  come  off.  while  I'xcreis- 


ing.  Grand  Baron  fell  dead  on  tlie  track  from 
heart  disease.  Mr.  Marlwld  had  l>een  offered 
twelve  thousand  dollars  for  him  a  few  days 
before  he  died.  Mr.  Marbold  still  rai.=es  trot- 
ting horses  and  trains  but  does  not  follow 
the  races.  He  is  extensively  engaged  in  farm- 
ing and  stock-raising,  operating  a  farm  of  over 
seven  hundred  acres.  His  home  is  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  places  in  central  Illinois  and 
is  finished  in  the  latest  and  most  approved 
.-^tyle. 

On  the  24th  of  June,  1891,  Mr.  Marhold  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Emma  E.  Miller. 
the  third  daughter  of  E.  D.  and  C.  A.  Miller, 
of  Petersburg,  Illinois.  They  were  married 
in  Onra\  Colorado,  and  to  them  have  Ixn-n 
born  the  following  children:  MargaR't  Ann, 
Imm  Jtareb  32,  1892;  Pauline  Miller,  iwm 
March  20,  1894,  Anna  Marie,  who  was  born 
October  17,  1896,  and  died  May  8,  1897;  Char- 
lotte Riche,  born  October  17.  1898;  and  Helen 
.\gnes,  bom  November  22.  189&. 

Mr.  Marbold  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
lioard  of  supervisors  of  Menard  county  in  IStOO 
and  re-elected  to  the  same  office  in  1903.  He 
is  an  active  and  successful  business  man,  ener- 
getic and  public  spirited,  and  honorable  in  all 
his  dealings  with  men.  He  is  modest  and  un- 
assuming in  manner,  but  firm  and  self-as.«crt- 
ing  when  necessary.  His  character  is  best  n-on 
in  the  family  circle,  where  he  exhibits  the  tniits 
of  a  faithful  hus!>aud  and  father.  He  is  highly 
res[ieeted  in  the  community  where  he  has  lived 
all  his  life,  having  a  host  of  friends  and  but 
few  enemies. 


C.  D.  MrPOUGALL,  D.  D.  S. 
Dr.  C.  D,  McDougall,  engagt^l  in  the  prac- 
tice of  dentistry  in  Petersburg,  was  bom  in 
Oneida  county,  New  York.  January  25,  ISfifl, 
He  is  descended  from  Scotch  ancestry  and  is 
a  repn'sentative  of  one  of  the  old  families  of 
the  Empire  state.  His  grandfather,  John  Mc- 
Dougall, resided  there  and  Isaac  and  Hannah 
(Jones)  McDougall.  parents  of  Dr.  McDougall, 
were  natives  of  Oneida  county.  In  the  year 
iJiT:!  ibey  removed  to  Petersburg,  where  they 
bavf  since  resided,  and  for  the  past   few  years 
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ilif  father  has  lived  rftirwi  from  business 
cares. 

In  the  family  were  nine  ehiliiren,  of  whom 
Dr.  Mi'Dougall  is  the  yoimgi^st.  Tliri-e  of  the 
number  are  now  deceased.  The  Doctor  was 
only  aliout  four  years  of  age  at  tlie  time  of  tiie 
ri'inovrtl  of  tlie  faiuily  from  New  York  to  Illi- 
nois and  in  the  public  schools  of  Petersburg 
he  acquired  his  literary  education,  completing 
his  course  by  graduation  from  the  high  sciiool 
with  the  class  of  1890.  He  afterward  engaged 
in  teaching  school  for  two  years,  Imt  regarding 
this  merely  as  an  initial  step  to  other  profes- 
sional labors,  ho  matriculated  in  the  Chicago 
College  of  Dental  Surgery,  where  he  completed 
till'  regular  course  and  vas  graduated  in  18ft5. 
Returning  to  Petersbnrg  lie  opened  an  office 
oil  the  wf^it  side  of  the  square,  where  he  [■e- 
maincd  for  four  years  and  then  removed  to 
hi?  present  suite  of  rooms  on  the  south  side 
of  the  j4|uare.  His  office  is  well  equipped  with 
the  latest  improved  appliances  known  to  the 
science  of  dentistry  and  in  his  practice  he  mani- 
fi^tp  the  two  qualities  which  are  absolutely 
essentia!  to  success — mechanical  ingenuity  and 
thorough  understanding  of  the  principles  of 
dentist  rv'. 

On  the  2inh  of  Octol)er,  1896,  in  Petersimrg, 
Dr.  JIcDougall  was  married  to  Miss  Bertha 
HutcheTson,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Emma 
Hulcherson.  Her  father  died  a  number  of 
year5  ago,  but  her  mother  is  still  living.  Mrs. 
McDougall  was  educated  ijn  the  Petersburg 
high  school,  completing  her  course  in  the  same 
class  of  which  her  husband  was  a  member,  and 
then  both  took  up  the  work' of  teaching,  which 
she  followed  until  her  marriage.  She  was  a 
lady  of  natural  refinement  and  culture,  as  well 
as  intellectual  force,  which  endeared  her  to  a 
large  circle  of  friends,  and  caused  her  loss  to 
be  deeply  felt,  when  on  the  16th  of  September, 
189T,  she  was  called  from  this  life.  She  left 
one  daughter.  Bertha  Galie.  born  September  11, 
1897. 

Dr.  ifcDougall  is  a  prominent  Mason,  hav- 
ing attained  the  Knight  Templar  degree  of 
the  York  rite,  the  thirty-second  degree  of  the 
Scottish  rite,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  an  active  member  of 
the  High  School  Alumni  Association  of  Peters- 


burg and  also  of  the  Alumni  Association  of 
the  Chicago  Dental  College,  which  meets  each 
year  in  Chicago.  His  attention  is  largely  de- 
voted to  his  professional  duties,  and  laudable 
ambition,  thorough  collegiate  preparation  and 
earnest  devotion  to  his  chosen  calling  have 
secured  to  him  gratifying  success  and  consec- 
utive advanccnu'nt. 


ALONZO  \j.  STUKGIS. 


Alonzo  L,  Sturgis,  a  representative  farmer 
of  township  19,  was  born  in  Caldwell  county. 
Missouri,  November  17,  185(),  hut  in  early  hoy- 
hood  days  was  liroiiglit  to  Jlcnard  county  by 
his  parents,  Daniel  and  Sarah  (Brooks)  Stur- 
gis.  The  father  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania 
and  in  early  life  removed  to  the  west.  After 
residing  for  some  time  in  Missouri  he  brought 
his  family  to  Menard  county  in  the  fall  of 
1861  and  continued  in  active  business  here  as 
a  farmer  and  stock-raiser  until  called  to  his 
final  rest  in  the  year  1875.  His  widow  still 
survives  him  and  is  now  li'ving  in  Grcenview, 
having  passed  the  seventieth  mile-stone  on  life's 
journey  on  the  9th  of  May,  1904.  In  their 
family  were  five  children:  Alonzo  1>. ;  Eliza- 
beth, the  wife  of  Johann  Pierce,  of  this  county; 
William  B.,  who  is  married  and  resides  in 
Menard  county;  Nancy  J.,  who  died  May  30. 
1838;  and  Susan,  the  wife  of  Morris  Stone,  of 
this  county.  The  parents  were  memiiers  of 
the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  church  and  were 
jieople  of  genuine  worth  and  of  the  highest 
respectability. 

The  boyhood  days  of  Alonzo  L.  Sturgis  were 
quietly  passed  in  Jlenard  county,  there  being 
no  event  of  special  importance-  He  worked 
in  the  fields  upon  the  home  farm  and  acquired 
his  education  in  the  public  schools.  Under  his 
father's  direction  he  learned  the  best  methods 
of  caring  for  the  stock  and  of  cultivating  his 
crops  and  after  his  father's  death  he  continued 
uj)on  the  old  homestead  place  with  his  mother 
until  twenty-four  years  of  age,  at  which  time 
he  was  married  and  went  to  a  home  of  his 
own.  He  resided  In  Oreenview  for  one  year 
and  on  the  Tith  of  November,  1882,  removed 
to  Irish  drove  on  the  old  Sturgis  homestead. 
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Subsequently  he  took  up  iiis  abode  upon  the 
liome  farm  and  since  the  first  of  March,  189(), 
lius  there  carried  on  general  agricultural  pur- 
suits and  the  raising  of  atock.  For  thirty-two 
years  he  operated  a  throshinf;  machine  each 
season,  but  during  the  past  two  years  has  not 
engaged  in  that  business. 

On  the  24tb  of  December,  1880,  Mr.  Sturgis 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  M.  Cleve- 
land, a  daughter  of  William  H.  and  Hannah 
H.  (Trumbo)  Cleveland.  Her  father  was  born 
August  13,  1838,  in  New  York,  and  after  his 
removal  to  the  west  estaiilished  his  home  in 
Menard  county,  Illinois,  where  he  carried  on 
agricultural  pursuits  for  a  number  of  years. 
After  the  inauguration  of  the  Civil  war. 
aroused  by  a  spirit  of  patriotism,  he  offered  his 
services  to  the  Union  and  on  the  lltb  of  Sep- 
tember, 18C1,  became  a  menilK'r  of  Company  E. 
Twenty -seventh  Illinois  Infantry.  He  was 
wounded  at  the  battle  of  Belmont,  Missouri, 
in  November,  18C1.  The  regiment  received  its 
first  baptism  of  fire  under  General  McClernand, 
forming  the  right  wing  of  the  attacking  force, 
and  inspired  by  its  brave  colonel  it  drove 
against  the  enemy  in  the  midst  of  a  perfect 
hail  of  tmllots  and  canister.  Mr.  Cleveland  was 
honorably  discharged  February  18,  18G2,  but 
he  re-enlisted  as  a  member  of  Company  F, 
Twenty-eighth  Volunteer  Infantry  at  Peters- 
burg, June  18.  ISG-i,  Later  he  was  with  Com- 
pany C,  there  having  been  a  consolidation  ef- 
fected on  the  37th  of  June,  1864.  He  then 
served  with  Company  C  until  mustered  out  aft- 
er the  close  of  the  war,  on  the  15th  of  March, 
1866,  at  Brownsville,  Texas.  He  arrived  at 
Camp  Butler  May  13.  186G,  and  was  there 
paid  off.  He  is  now  living  at  Ontlirie  Center, 
Gulhrie  county,  Iowa.  During  the  interval  be- 
tween his  first  and  second  periods  in  military 
service  he  lost  his  wife,  who  died  July  19,  1863, 
and  he  afterward  married  again  and  is  now 
living  with  his  second  wife  in  Iowa.  The  chil- 
dren of  the  first  marriage  are  .\lonzo,  who  was 
horn  August  4,  1861.  and  died  November  SI, 
1834;  and  Mrs.   Sturgis. 

Mr.  and  Mrs,  Shirgis  are  the  parents  of 
four  children:  Lawrence  E.,  who  was  born 
May  (i.  1882,  and  is  at  home;  Holland  E.,  who 
was  born  0<-tolK>r  2.  1884.  and  died  on  the  2Cd 


of  November,  following;  Loren  E.,  horn  April 
18,  1886;  and  Raymond  S.,  born  July  14,  1889. 
In  his  political  views  Mr.  Sturgis  is  a  stal- 
wart EepubSicau,  unfaltering  in  his  advocacy 
of  the  partj',  and  lie  is  now  serving  as  one  of 
the  school  directors  and  also  as  road  cmnniis- 
sioner  of  his  township.  He  is  a  memlKT  of 
Myrile  lodge.  No.  470,  I.  0.  0.  F.,  at  Middle- 
town,  has  fdled  all  of  its  chairs  and  has  been 
a  delegate  to  the  state  lodge.  His  wife  is  con- 
neeted  with  the  Hebekali  degree,  the  woman's 
au.\iliary  of  the  Odd  Fellows  society,  has  held 
all  of  the  offices  therein  and  she,  too,  has  lieen 
a  delegate  to  the  state  lodge.  Mr.  Sturgis  rie- 
longs  to  the  Modern  Woodman  camp.  No.  173, 
of  Greenview;  the  Farmers  Mutual  Protective 
Association,  No.  207,  at  Greenview,  and  both 
he  and  his  wife  are  memljers  of  the  Court  of 
Honor,  connected  with  Pleasant  Valley  lodge, 
Vo.  59,  at  Middletown.  They  have  many  warui 
friends  in  fraternal  circles  and  are  held  in 
high  esteem  throughout  the  county  where  Mr. 
Sturgis  has  sjient  almost  his  entire  life,  while 
Mrs.  Sturgis  has  b(en  a  life-long  resident  of 
this  portion  of  the  state. 


ANDREW  GADDIE. 

Andrew  Gaddio  is  a  self-made  man.  whose 
life  history  can  not  fail  to  prove  of  interest, 
as  it  indicates  what  may  he  accomplished 
through  strong  and  determined  pur|>ose,  guided 
by  honorable  effort.  Long  a  resident  of  Me- 
nard county,  he  is  now  largely  living  retired 
from  active  business  cares,  although  he  is  yet 
to  some  extent  engaged  in  buying  and  shipping 
stock.  In  community  interests  he  has  been  an 
active  factor  and  the  trust  which  his  fellow 
townsmen  have  in  him  has  been  indicated  by 
hi.s  election  on  various  occasions  to  county 
offices. 

Mr.  Gaddie  was  liorn  on  the  Orkney  islands 
of  Scotland,  on  the  31st  of  May,  1837,  and 
when  hut  thirteen  years  of  age  he  went  to  sea 
with  his  maternal  uncle.  David  S|«>nce,  as  a 
cabin  hoy.  He  followed  the  sea  until  nineteen 
years  of  age,  after  which  he  returned  linme  and 
attended  school  for  two  years.  On  the  expi- 
ration of  that  period  he  came  to  the  T'ntted 
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States  in  company  with  his  sinter  Jane,  crosB- 
iog  the  Atlantic  Jn  1859.  and  since  th'ii:  time 
he  has  continuously  made  hie  home  in  Menard 
countv — one  of  its  respected  and  worthy  citi- 
zens, co-operating  in  many  measures  for  the 
general  good.  He  filed  his  paper,  indicating 
his  intention  of  becoming  an  American  citizen, 
August  2;(,  1862.  A  few  days  before  this  he 
had  manifested  his  loyalty  to  the  government 
by  joining  the  Union  Army,  enlisting  on  the 
1-lth  of  August,  18G2,  as  a  private  under  Oap- 
lain  John  A.  Hurt,  of  Company  K,  One  Hun- 
dred and  Sixth  Illinois  Infantry.  He  partici- 
pated in  the  siege  of  Vicksburg.  the  capture 
of  Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  and  other  engage- 
ments and  was  discharged  at  Little  Rock,  Oc- 
tober 14,  1864,  after  more  than  two  years  of 
active  service,  on  account  of  disability.  In 
the  meantime  he  had  been  detailed  as  a  re- 
cruiting officer  under  Captain  Christie  with  of- 
fices at  Atlanta,  Illinois,  and  he  thus  sent  many 
soldiers  to  the  front. 

After  his  discharge  Andrew  Gaddie  returned 
to  Menard  county  and  in  1867  he  purchased 
a  farm  of  two  hundred  acres  in  townshi])  18, 
range  5  west.  He  then  turned  his  attention 
to  the  production  of  the  cereals  best  adapted 
to  soil  and  climate  and  also  to  the  raising  of 
live  stock.  He  purchased  his  farm  of  Robert 
A.  Creswell,  of  McLean  county,  September  23. 
1807,  and  as  he  found  opportunity  he  added 
to  his  possessions  until  he  now  owns  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty-six  acres  of  very  rich  and 
arable  land,  which  for  many  years  returned 
to  him  good  harvests  and  now  yields  him  a 
gratifying  financial  income.  In  18i)l,  how- 
ever, he  put  aside  the  active  work  of  the  fields 
and  retired  to  private  life,  removing  to  Green- 
view,  where  he  purchased  a  home,  which  he  has 
since  occupied.  He  has  continuously  engaged 
in  shipping  stock  since  18()6  and  follows  this 
pursuit  to  some  extent  at  the  present  time. 
In  addition  to  his  home  farm  he  has  two  hun- 
dred and  ninety  acres  of  land  two  miles  north 
of  Greenview  and  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
adjoining  the  corporate  limits  of  the  city  on 
the  west,  together  with  five  acres  of  timber  land 
in  Irish  Grove,  He  also  owns  the  home  that 
lie  now  occupies,  together  with  four  lots  there 
and  across  the  street  he  has  a  nice  cottage  sit- 


uated on  two  lots.  He  also  has  a  nice  house 
and  lot  north  of  town  and  when  he  first  took  up 
his  abode  in  the  city  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  G.  G.  Spear,  now  deceased,  in  the  con- 
duct of  a  grocery  and  meat  market,  but  not 
meeting  with  tjie  success  that  he  anticipated  in 
this  venture  he  sold  out  October  1,  1893.  He 
has  now  retired  from  all  business  interests, 
save  that  to  some  extent  he  yet  buys  and  ships 
stock. 

Mr.  Gaddie  has  been  called  to  several  public 
offices  by  his  fellow  townsmen  who  recognize 
his  ability  and  trustworthiness.  He  was  first 
elected  county  commissioner  in  187C,  was  re- 
elected in  1879  and  1882  and  again  in  1885, 
serving  in  all  through  twelve  consecutive  years 
upon  the  county  board.  He  was  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  school  board  for  twenty-one  years 
and  was  president  of  the  town  board  of  Green- 
view  for  one  year.  He  has  ever  exercised  his 
official  prerogatives  in  support  of  the  measures 
which  he  deemed  would  prove  of  greatest  ben- 
efit to  the  majority  and  his  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  his  county  is  deep  and  sincere. 

On  the  20th  of  November,  186G,  Mr.  Gaddie 
was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  Keene,  a  daughter 
of  Thomas  and  Martha  (Warner)  Keene,  of 
Menard  county.  Unto  them  have  been  bom 
eight  children:  John  T.,  born  February  17, 
18G8,  is  residing  upon  the  old  homestead;  Cora 
Sellie,  born  Novemlier  8,  1869,  is  the  wife  of 
George  A.  Stevens  and  resides  across  the  street 
from  her  father;  Katie  Gertrude,  born  January 
27,  1872,  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Montgomery, 
now  living  on  her  father's  farm  north  of  Green- 
view;  Charles  H.,  bom  January  25,  1873,  re- 
sides upon  the  old  home  place;  Mary  Emma, 
bom  March  14,  1876,  is  the  wife  of  Seymour 
Sanders,  of  Greenview;  Jessie  Artamise,  bom 
January  26,  1878,  is  the  wife  of  Ernest  Tripp, 
a  hardware  merchant  of  Greenview;  Mattie 
Ann,  bom  December  5,  1880,  is  the  wife  of 
Elijah  G.  Spears,  of  Greenview;  Elsie  Marga- 
ret, born  August  31,  1882,  is  the  wife  of 
Charles  Ramsej',  and  they  reside  with  Mr. 
Gaddie.  Mrs.  Gaddie,  who  was  born  October 
8,  1848,  died  April  22,  1887,  and  on  the  13th 
of  August,  1889,  Mr.  Gaddie  was  again  mar- 
ried, Ms  second  union  being  with  Eliza  A^  Con- 

L;a:,zcd,,VjOOgle 


IftO 


PAST  A\D    PRESENT    OF    SIEXARD    COUNTY 


ant,  of  Mi'iiunl  connty,  who  was  iKirn  November 
10.  1S4-^,  and  (lifd  s'oi)fenil.tT  'Hi.  1901. 

,\Ir.  (iaddie  attends  tlie  Presl>_vtprian  church 
and  if  a  nit'mbpr  of  Hurst  Po?t.  G,  A.  R.  His 
political  allegiance  has  Ion;;  l>con  given  to  the 
Democracy.  He  eiTtainly  deserve^!  the  praise 
that  is  accorded  tlic  term  of  the  si-l f-niadi"  man. 
for  he  never  inherited  a  cent  nor  docs  lie  owe 
a  single  cent,  yet  he  i.<  the  pisse^^sor  of  exten- 
sive and  valuahh'  [)ro[H;rty  interests,  all  of 
which  have  been  aci|uired  throu(;h  his  unfalter- 
ing 1  nter|)rise,  ('n|)ahie  management  and  judi- 


KIRBY  a.  JOHNSON. 

Xirhy  .S.  Johuson,  who  for  twenty-two  years 
has  been  a  resident  of  Uenard  county,  where 
he  has  been  very  successful  in  the  conduct  of 
general  farming  and  stock-raising  interests, 
now  makes  his  home  in  township  19.  range  7> 
west,  near  Middletown,  Illinois.  He  was  l>oni 
in  Fleming  county,  Kentucky,  on  the  'i3d  of 
October,  1860,  and  is  a  sou  of  John  S.  and 
Luelien  ( Bradley)  Johnson,  who  were  also 
natives  of  Kentucky,  the  father  born  November 
12,  1H17,  and  the  mother  on  the  25th  of  De- 
cemhcT,  1S18.  John  S.  John.-ion  spent  his  boy- 
hood days  with  his  parents  on  the  old  family 
homestead  in  Kentucky  and  after  his  father's 
deatii  he  began  the  ojieration  of  the  old  home. 
comprising  tliree  hundred  acres  of  ricli  land, 
which  lie  placed  under  a  high  state  of  culti- 
vation. He  was  also  extensively  engaged  in 
the  raising  of  mules  and  hogs  and  found  that 
a  profitable  source  of  income.  His  com  crops 
were  among  the  largest  produced  in  this  section 
of  the  state.  He  bought  mules  and  hogs  for 
the  markets  of  West  Virginia  and  North  and 
South  Carolina,  and  drove  his  stock  to  those 
states,  there  lieing  no  railroads  at  that  time 
to  furnish  shipping  facilities.  He  made  two 
trips  each  year,  walking  the  entire  distance. 
At  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  he  became  n  ineni- 
Wr  of  the  southern  army  and  remained  in  the 
service  until  the  close  of  hostilities.  Tn  1844 
he  married  Lnellen  Bradley  and  they  Iweanie 
the  ]iarents  of  five  children,  four  sons  and  a 
daogbier,  hut  two  dictl  in  childhood.  The 
three  now  living  are:     Elizabeth,  the  wife  of 


James  Shrout.  a  resident  of  Missou 
T.,  who  married  Miss  Josie  Jackson  and  is 
now  living  in  Kentucky;  and  Kirby  S.  The 
father  long  figured  prominently  in  business 
life  and  public  cin-les  in  his  ]>art  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  tlu're  he  died  on  the  1st  of  April, 
1901,  respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  His 
wife  had  passed  away  July  1,  1894. 

Kirby  S'.  Johnson  remained  with  his  parents 
during  the  period  of  bis  youth  and  obtained  his 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Kentucky. 
In  1883,  however,  he  bade  adieu  to  parents  and 
friends  and  started  out  in  life  on  his  own  iic- 
count,  coming  to  Menard  county.  Hlinnis, 
where  be  seciirwl  employment  with  Thomas 
Kincaid  as  a  farm  hand,  being  thus  engaged 
for  eighteen  months.  He  then  married  the 
daughter  of  his  employer,  Miss  Harriet  Kin- 
caid. the  marriage  taking  place  on  the  1-ltb  of 
January,  188.~).  Her  father  was  horn  in  Bath 
county.  Kentucky.  October  1.^,  1822,  and  mar- 
ried Miss  Lucinda  Patterson,  whoso  birth  oc- 
curred in  Hardin  county,  Ohio.  They  became 
representative  and  prominent  farming  peojile 
of  Jlenard  county,  where  they  spent  their  re- 
maining days.  Mrs.  Kincaid  died  April  14. 
1ST2.  and  Mr.  Kincnid's  death  ocenrred  Feb- 
ruary 7.  1900.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven 
children,  three  sons  and  four  daughters,  but 
the  first  two  died  in  infancy.  The  five  now 
living  are  I.ce.  a  resident  of  Athens,  who  was 
born  February  7,  1857,  and  married  Mise 
Susan  B.  Culver;  Mrs.  Johnson,  bom  Decem- 
iH-r  -11,  ISfil :  Louie  J.,  who  was  bom  August 
1(5.  18fi4,  and  is  the  wife  of  Harri-  R,  Jones, 
who  resides  near  Athens;  Lucy  B.,  who  was 
iKirn  October  .10.  1867.  and  is  the  wife  of  U. 
J.  Hale,  of  Jack.sonville.  Illinois;  and  Annie 
S..  who  was  born  May  9,  1871,  and  is  the  wife 
of  Isaac  .Tones,  who  resides  near  Ellston, 
Iowa. 

The  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  has  been 
blessed  with  five  children,  all  sons:  Harry 
n..  born  July  17.  1886:  Thomas  K.,  bom  Au- 
gust 4.  1889;  Hugh  F..  born  November  8. 
1892:  Vincent  K..  bom  May  29,  18*>6:  and 
Oeorge  L.,  bom  March  26.  1900. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson 
removed  to  Jackson     county.  Missouri,  where 
he  carried   on   farming  for  a  year,  and   they 
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then  returned  to  Menard  county,  wliere,  Jn 
188(i,  he  began  the  operation  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty-six  acres  of  land.  He  afterward 
purchased  tJiis  property  and  he  now  lias  two 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  on  which  he  carries 
OD  general  farming  with  gooil  suecess.  Ho  has 
also  been  well  known  in  connection  with  stock- 
raising.  At  one  time  he  was  extensively  on- 
gajred  for  ten  years  in  the  raising  of  fine  horses 
for  drJviDg  and  for  the  track,  and  he  had  a 
track  upon  his  farm  for  training.  He  devel- 
oped some  good  racing  ?tock  and  raised  and 
sold  many  good  roadsters.  On  the  8th  of  June, 
18!)f).  he  held  a  public  sale  and  disposed  of  all 
the  fine  bred  horses  which  ho  had  at  that  time. 
He  had  dnring  that  i)enod  several  fine  stal- 
lions, which  he  kept  for  breeding  purposes.  In 
more  recent  years  he  has  given  his  attention  to 
draft  horses,  and  at  the  present  writing,  in  the 
fall  of  1904,  he  has  upon  His  farm  twenty  head 
of  horses,  ninety  head  of  cattle,  two  hundred 
hogs  and  fifty  sheep.  He  is  regarded  as  one 
of  the  leading  stoekraisers  of  this  part  of  the 
country,  and  has  handled  many  fine  animals. 
Mr.  Johnson  is  a  menilKr  of  the  Jfasonic 
fraternity.  His  political  allegiance  is  given 
the  Democracy  and  he  has  served  for  three 
years  as  county  commissioner,  but  is  not  an 
aspirant  for  office  and  has  declined  to  become 
a  candidate  for  other  official  positions.  He 
has  been  school  director,  however,  for  twelve 
years  and  the  cause  of  education  finds  in  him 
a  warm  and  helpful  friend.  He  and  his  wife 
attend  the  Presbyterian  church.  In  his  busi- 
ness career  he  has  steadily  worked  bis  way  up- 
ward, overcoming  all  difficulties  and  obstacles 
in  his  path  and  he  now  occupies  an  enviable 
position  among  men  of  afRuence  in  ^lenard 
county. 


JEFF  JOHNSON. 
Jeff  .Johnson  is  one  of  the  best  known  citi- 
zens of  Menard  county,  few  having  longer  re- 
sided in  this  part  of  the  state.  He  is.  indeed, 
an  honored  and  respected  pioneer  settler  and  he 
receives  the  veneration  and  esteem  which  should 
ever  be  accorded  those  of  advanced  years  whose 
hvcs  have  iieen  worthily  passed.     He  resides  in 


Athens  precinct  and  the  old  homestead  farm 
was  also  his  birthplace.  He  was  bom  October 
^,  1838,  bis  parents  being  William  and  Cynthia 
(Williams)  Johnson,  both  of  whom  were  na- 
ties  of  Bath  county,  Kentucky.  The  father  was 
l)orn  January  8,  1801,  and  was  reared  in  (he 
county  of  hia  nativity.  After  arriving  at 
years  of  maturity  he  married  Miss  Cynthia  Wil- 
liams and  immediately  afterward  they  started 
for  Illinois,  arriving  in  this  state  in  the  fall  of 
1893.  They  wore  among  the  first  permanent 
settlers  of  Menard  county.  Mr.  Johnson  se- 
cured a  claim,  entering  the  land  from  the  gov- 
ernment, and  built  a  cabin,  which  was  at  the 
head  of  Indian  creek,  bis  farm  iKiing  included 
within  the  borders  of  our  subject's  property. 
He  continued  to  reside  here  imtil  hia  death, 
which  occurred  about  1843.  He  was  noted  for 
his  honor  in  all  business  transactions  and  in 
every  relation  of  life,  and  he  was  a  man  of 
quiet  and  refined  habits,  unassuming  in  dis- 
position and  yet  whose  genuine  worth  caused 
him  to  enjoy  the  regard  and  confidence  of  all 
with  whom  he  was  associated.  He  never  sought 
public  office,  in  fact,  always  refused  all  offers 
made  him  for  political  jtreferment.  He  en- 
joyed more  the  oven  tenor  of  farm  life  and  do- 
mestic quiet  and  happiness.  He  reared  a  fam- 
ily of  seven  children,  of  whom  only  two  are 
now  living:  Jeff  and  .John,  residents  of 
Menard  county.  Those  deceased  were:  Mrs. 
Hannah  Bracken;  Melinda.  wife  of  Edward  L. 
Sweeney;  Joseph;  and  Elijah,  who  was  killed 
by  the  Indiana  in  California  in  1853. 

Jeff  Johnson,  whose  name  introduces  this 
record,  pursued  his  education  in  an  old  log 
school  house  in  Menard  county,  with  a  pimcb- 
eon  floor,  slab  benches  and  an  immense  fire- 
place and  other  primitive  furnishings.  Little 
was  taught  beyond  reading,  writing  and  arith- 
metic, but  experience  and  obsiTvntion  have 
added  greatly  to  his  knowledge  and  he  has  kept 
in  touch  with  the  progress  of  the  world  through 
reading.  After  leaving  school  be  began  farm- 
ing on  the  old  home  place  and  throughout  tbe 
greater  part  of  bis  life  he  has  carried  on  agri- 
cultural pursuits  and  stock-raising.  He  was  a 
bn'cder  and  buyer  of  hogs  and  cattle  and  made 
a  specialty  of  raising  what  was  known  as  short- 
horn Christmas  cattle.     As  there  were  no  ship- 1 
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ping  facilities  in  Menard  county  at  that  time 
he  drove  his  cattle  to  St.  Louis  to  inarkft.  At 
the  time  of  the  Civil  war  he  traded  extensively 
in  mules  and  horses  and  making  judicious  pur- 
chascB  he  was  also  able  to  make  profitable  sales. 
His  business  lias  been  carried  on  successfiilly 
and  what  he  has  acquired  has  come  to  him  as 
the  direct  result  of  his  t'nterprise,  careful  labor 
and  nianagetnent  and  his  keen  business  fore- 
sight. He  now  owns  four  hundred  and  fifty- 
five  acres  of  land  in  this  county  and  a  section 
in  Kansaa- 

On  the  30lh  of  December,  1858,  Mr.  Jolin- 
Bon  was  united  in  marriajic  to  Miss  Mary 
Riley,  who  was  born  in  Piqua.  Miami  county/ 
Ohio,  September  21,  1830.  Her  parents  were 
Nathan  Pratt  and  Bethany  (Jackson)  Riley, 
the  former  a  native  of  Middletown,  Connecti- 
cut, and  the  latter  of  FindJay,  Ohio.  When  she 
was  eight  }ears  old  the  family  came  west  and 
settled  in  Logan  county,  Illinois,  but  two  years 
later  removed  to  Beloit,  Wisi'Oiisin,  where  they 
s|>ent  eight  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  they 
returned  to  Ohio,  where  Mrs.  Riley  died.  Sub- 
sequently the  father  again  came  to  Illinois  and 
died  at  the  home  of  our  subject  in  ISrtS,  at  the 
ape  of  eighty-eight  years.  In  his  family  were 
ten  children,  of  wliom  four  are  still  living. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  have  one  daughter, 
Anna,  whose  birtli  occurred  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  IROr  and  who  is  now  the  wife  of  E.  G. 
King,  a  prominent  attorney  of  Lincoln,  Illi- 
nois. They  have  three  children.  ^Irs.  John- 
son  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 

Mr.  Johnson  has  been  many  times  solicited 
to  become  a  candidate  for  office  but  has  steadily 
refuse<l,  preferring  to  devote  his  energies  to 
his  business  affairs  and  his  leisure  time  to  the 
enjoyment  of  the  pleasures  of  home.  He  has 
always  given  a  stanch  support  to  the  Repub- 
lican party,  however,  since  its  organization. 
He  has  contribute<l  bis  full  share  to  the  ma- 
teria! progress  and  u]ibuilding  of  the  county 
and  be  takes  a  just  pride  in  what  has  been  ac- 
complished. His  memory  forms  a  connecting 
link  between  the  primitive  past  with  its  pioneer 
conditions  and  enviroments  and  the  progreps^ive 
present  with  its  modern  civilization  and 
splendid  im|irnvements.  He  can  rebite  from  nie- 
mor>'   many    incidents     concerning  the    early 


days  and  of  later  development  and  is  consid- 
ered authority  on  all  subjects  relating  to  the 
pioneer  history  of  Menard  county,  where  for 
seventy-six  years  he  has  made  his  home,  residing 
continuously  upon  one  farm. 


FRANK  E.  BLANE. 

Frank  E.  Blane,  a  son  of  Captain  S.  H. 
Blanc,  was  born  near  Greenview,  this  county, 
October  1(1,  18CC.  He  obtained  bis  elementary 
education  in  the  public  school  of  Menard 
county  and  was  graduatu'd  froiu  the  high  school 
of  Petersburg  in  1884.  He  attended  Eureka 
College  at  Eureka,  Illinois,  two  years  and  suIh 
si'quently  matriculated  in  Knox  College,  at 
(lalesburg,  Illinois,  where  he  graduated  with 
the  class  of  1888.  At  Knox  College  he  was  a 
momtjor  of  Delta  Chapter  of  the  Plii  Deila 
Theta  Fraternity.  He  entered  upon  the  study 
of  law  with  his  father  as  precejitor  and  on  the 
ITth  day  of  January,  1891.  was  licensed  to 
l>ractice  law.  He  at  onc-e  k'canie  a  partner  of 
his  father  under  the  firm  name  of  Blane  & 
Blane.  This  connection  continued  until  the 
junior  partner  was  elwted  county  jmlge  in  the 
fail  of  1H!)8.  He  served  on  the  bench  until 
June,  VM)2,  when,  owing  to  bis  father's  ill 
health,  be  n-signed  his  oDicial  position  to  again 
Ikicouic  bis  father's  partner  in  the  law  business, 
this  relationship  continuing  until  the  deatii  of 
Captain  Blane. 

Frank  E.  Blane  was  twice  elected  city  attor- 
ney of  Petersburg,  in  1891  and  1803.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Christian  church  at  Peters- 
burg and  an  active  Mason,  being  a  niemttcr  of 
Clinton  lodge.  No.  19,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  Dewitt 
eliapter,  No.  119,  R.  A.  M.;  St.  Aldeniar  com- 
mandery,  No.  4T,  K.  T. ;  and  Mohammed  Tem- 
|)le  of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 


ALMON  n.  HIRD. 


For  many  years  actively  engaged  in  farm- 
ing in  ilcnaril  ecuinty  and  at  an  early  day 
identified  with  the  educational  development  of 
his  district,  .\lnion  0.  Hurd  is  now  livinsr  a  '■e- 
tired  lifi'.  eiijijyiug  the  fruit-:  „f  his  former 
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toil.  He  was  born  in  Stmape«,  Sullivan  county, 
New  Hampshire,  on  the  13th  of  March.  1838, 
his  parents  being  Hiram  and  Estlier  (Patten) 
Hurd.  The  Hurd  family  is  of  English  lineage 
and  was  establislied  in  ^lassaelm setts  in  early 
colonial  days  by  Peter  Hurd,  the  great-great- 
grandfather of  our  subject,  who  settled  in  New 
Hampshire  near  the  present  site  of  Concord. 
There  he  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits.  He 
was  accompanied  on  the  voyage  by  two  brothers, 
one  of  whom  established  his  home  in  Connecti- 
cut, while  the  other  went  south  to  Virginia. 
Peter  Hurd  became  the  owner  of  land  in  the 
Old  Granite  state  and  there  he  resided  until 
called  to  his  final  rest.  He  was  also  accom- 
panied to  America  by  the  great-grandfather  of 
our  subject,  who  likewise  made  his  home  in 
New  Hampshire  and  there  reared  his  family. 
The  grandfather  was  a  soldier  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary war  and  participated  in  many  of  the 
battles  that  occurred  in  the  eastern  section  of 
the  country.  Hiram  Hurd,  born  and  reured  in 
New  Hampshire,  also  carried  on  agricultural 
pursuits.  He  wedded  Miss  Esther  Patten,  who 
was  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  Her  fatJier  was 
also  one  of  the  heroes  of  the  Revolutionary  war, 
serving  as  a  private,  and  he  likewise  represented 
one  of  the  oldest  American  families.  Hiram 
Hurd  was  one  of  a  family  of  four  sons  and 
three  daughters,  all  of  whom  are  now  deceased. 
He  had  a  brother,  John  A.  Hurd,  who  came 
to  Hlinois  in  1H38  and  settled  in  Beardstown, 
where  he  owned  land  and  reared  a  family  of  one 
son  and  two  daughters.  Tlie  son  died  while 
serving  his  country  in  the  Civil  war.  One  of 
the  daughters,  Mrs.  Celania  C.  Dickerson,  now 
resides  in  Jacksonville,  Florida. 

Hiram  Hurd  remained  in  New  Hampshire 
until  after  his  marriage  and  the  birth  of  several 
children.  He  eame  to  Hlinois  in  ]8.")4,  bring- 
ing with  him  one  son  and  one  daughter,  having 
lost  five  children  during  their  nsidcnce  in  the 
Old  Granite  state,  all  of  whom  died  iu  early 
life  save  Irvin.  who  was  nineteen  years  of  age 
at  the  time  of  his  di-mi.'H'.  Mr.  Ihinl  Mtlwl 
upon  the  farm  where  his  sim  Alnion  (J.  now 
resides  and  ho  Wciime  one  of  the  cnterprisinj,' 
and  prosfteroiis  farniers  of  this  county,  adding 
to  his  landed  possessions  from  time  to  time  un- 
til ho  bad  acquired  about  eight  liundrod  acres. 


He  had  secured  one  hundred  and  sixty-eight 
acres  before  his  arrival  here,  locating  this  with 
a  land  warrant  given  his  brother  John  \.,  who 
served  as  a  soldier.  Mr.  Hurd  continued  to  re- 
side in  Menard  county  for  many  years  and  was 
respected  as  a  worthy  pioneer  and  upright  citi- 
zen. His  birth  had  occurred  in  1800  and  he 
was  therefore  eighty-six  years  of  age  at  tiie 
time  of  his  death  in  188C.  His  wife  passed 
away  in  1H91  and  her  remains  were  interred  by 
his  side  in  Oakridge  cemetery.  Both  were  con- 
sistent and  faithful  members  of  the  Christian 
church  and  Mr,  Hurd  had  given  stalwart  polit- 
ical support  to  the  Democracy. 

.\lmon  G.  Hurd  l>egan  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  New  Hampshire  and  continued  his 
studies  at  Indian  Point,  Illinois.  He  left 
school,  however,  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years  and 
afterward  devoted  his  entire  attention  to  farm 
labor.  He  had  assisted  in  the  cultivation  and 
improvement  of  the  old  homestead  in  the  state 
of  his  nativity  and  after  coming  to  the  west  he 
aided  in  the  arduous  task  of  developing  a  new 
farm.  He  began  agricultnml  pursuits  on  his 
own  account  on  the  farm  whore  he  yet  resides, 
and  as  a  companion  and  helpmate  for  life's 
journey  he  chose  Miss  Mary  J.  Miles,  a  daugh- 
ter of  James  Miles.  She  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools  and  in  18liT  she  gave  her  hand 
in  marriage  to  Mr.  Hurd.  They  became  the 
parents  of  two  children;  Harvey  A.,  who  was 
born  July  14.  1800,  was  educated  in  Peters- 
burg and  became  a  traveling  salesman  for  the 
firm  of  Thomas  &  Clarke,  cracker  manufactur- 
ers of  Peoria.  Illinois.  Ho  rose  very  rapidly  in 
business,  but  in  the  midst  of  a  very  successful 
oflreer  he  was  taken  ill  and  died  on  the  21st 
of  August,  1901.  at  the  age  of  thirty-two  years, 
his  remains  being  interred  in  Oakridge  ceme- 
tery, lona  0..  who  was  born  February  13, 
1874,  is  the  wife  of  Hardy  Peterson  and  they 
reside  with  her  father.  They  had  one  son, 
Myron  Dale,  who  was  born  November  1,  1903. 

In  early  manhood  Mr.  Hurd  engaged  in 
teaching  school  at  Little  Grove  and  Brush  Col- 
lege, also  at  Ticc  and  at  Little  Brick,  but  the 
greater  part  of  his  time  and  attention  have 
lieon  devoted  to  agricultural  pursuits  up<m  the 
old  homestead,  on  which  he  has  now  lived  con- 
tinuously since  lSr>4.     He  has  promntRd  mod-  . 
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orn  improvements  here,  earning  forward  the 
work  of  progress  until  he  has  a  splendidly  de- 
veloped farm  property,  and  in  his  business  deai- 
ings  he  is  always  just,  fair  and  aecuratc.  His 
political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  Democratic 
party.  He  belongs  to  the  Odd  J'ellows  soci- 
ety and  his  wife  is  identified  with  t!ie  Rebekah 
degree,  while  both  are  members  of  the  Christian 
church  and  take  a  helpful  interest  in  the  various 
church  activities.  A  half  century  haa  passe<l 
since  Mr.  Hurd  arrived  in  this  county  and  its 
remarkable  changes  are  familiar  to  him,  for 
he  has  witnessed  its  development  from  pioneer 
conditions  to  a  state  of  advanced  civilization 
and  improvement. 


WILLIAM  GOFF. 


William  GofI,  who  is  now  living  retired,  was 
once  engaged  extensively  in  stock-dealing  in 
Menard  county  and  he  is  now  residing  in  town- 
ship 18  upon  a  fine  farm  of  two  hundred 
and  eighty-five  acres,  his  attractive  home  be- 
ing surrounded  by  beautiful  shade  and  fruit 
trees  of  his  own  planting.  He  has  traveled 
far  on  life's  journey  and  in  the  evening  of  life 
he  receivi's  the  veneration  and  res[)eet  which 
should  ever  be  accorded  one  of  advanced  years, 
whose  career  has  been  actuated  by  upright  prin- 
ciples and  honorable  conduct.  He  was  bom  in 
Green  county,  Kentucky,  August  10,  1823,  the 
second  son  of  William  and  Amy  (Tn-nt)  Goff. 
His  parents  were  also  natives  of  Kentucky,  and 
in  182.'>  they  came  northward  to  Menard  coun- 
ty. Illinois,  remaining  for  a  short  time  in 
Clary's  Grove,  after  which  they  removed  to  a 
farm  five  miles  southeast  of  the  present  site 
of  Petersburg.  Xot  long  afterward  the  father 
died  and  the  mother,  who  was  a  splendid  type 
of  tile  noble  jiioneer  women,  not  only  cared  for 
her  fatlieriess  children  but  also  succeeded  in 
retaining  possession  of  the  claim,  improving  it 
and  laying  by  some  money.  In  the  family 
were  seven  children. 

William  GofT  jipnit  his  youth  and  early  man- 
hood amid  conditions  which  are  always  found 
in  a  frontier  district.  ITis  educational  privi- 
leges were  extremely  meager  and  lie  earned 
his  first  money  when   twelve  years  of  age  by 


riding  horses,  tramping  out  wheat.  The  sum 
thus  gained  he  invested  in  a  pig,  thus  enter- 
ing upon  his  first  business  transactions.  He 
sold  tJiis  at  a  profit  and  a.s  he  found  oppor- 
tunity from  time  to  time  he  purchased  other 
stock  until  he  had  quite  a  herd  of  young  cattle. 
He  was  a  successful  trader  and  he  continued  to 
tJius  engage  in  stock-dealing  until  aljout  thirty 
years  of  age,  when,  thinking  it  time  that  he 
i)wn  property,  he  entered  forty  acres  of  land 
from  the  government  in  Mason  county,  Illi- 
nois. On  the  expiration  of  two  years  he  sold 
the  tract  there  and  purchased  eighty  acres  in 
Sugar  Grove  precinct  of  5Ienard  county,  trad- 
ing a  horse  in  part  payment  for  this  land  and 
giving  also  sixty-five  dollars  in  cash.  He  then 
cut  logs,  which  he  hauled  to  a  little  sawmill 
and  had  them  converted  into  lumlier.  with 
which  to  build  his  first  house.  This  pioni'cr 
structure,  which  is  fourteen  by  sixteen  feet,  is 
still  standing  and  is  one  of  the  landmarks  of 
the  neighborhood.  When  he  moved  into  the 
little  home  he  had  but  fifty  cents  in  money  and 
an  o.\  team.  He  had  incurred  indebtedness  in 
order  to  complete  the  house,  lini  he  possessrd 
a  resolute  spirit  and  strong  determination  and 
his  unfaltering  courage  and  willingness  to  work 
have  been  the  means  that  have  enabled  Iiim 
to  overcome  all  difficulties  and  obstacles  in 
his  path  and  work  his  way  steadily  upwani  to 
success.  He  had  been  installed  in  his  new 
home  for  only  a  brief  period  when  he  broke 
forty  acres  of  prairie  land  for  Mr.  Bra.^^field 
at  two  dollars  per  acre  and  with  this  amount 
he  ])aid  for  the  building  of  his  house. 

On  the  24th  of  October,  1844,  Mr.  Goff  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  D,  Westfall. 
who  was  Ijorn  in  Pennsylvania,  October  10. 
1824.  Her  parents  removed  to  Des  Moines 
county,  Towa,  in  18:!a.  Mr.  and  Mrs,  GoflE  re- 
sided upon  a  farm  in  Sugar  Grove  prwinet 
and  as  opportunity  olfcrcd  he  purchased  more 
land  until  he  had  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
This  he  mortgaged  for  one  thousand  dollar 
and  used  the  money  to  buy  stock.  He  often 
had  as  high  as  seventy-five  head  of  fat  cattle 
at  one  time.  Tliesc  he  purchased  for  about 
Iweiity-six  dollars  per  head  and  sold  them  for 
one  hundred  and  sis  dollars  per  head,  thus 
on  his 
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alio  sold  mulea  enoiigli  at  one  time  to  buy  fifty 
liead  of  cattle.  Oil  anotlior  occasion  he  bought 
ten  olii  sows  for  ten  dollars  each  and  after  let- 
tiag  iheiii  run  in  a  lot  for  six  weeks  he  fat- 
tened them  and  i^old  them  for  twentv-five  dol- 
hr>  eatli  Ht  continutd  to  feed  cattk  and  hogs 
for  ten  \inrs  and  hai  had  eonie  \try  line  stock, 
hi=  Ik  t  cattk  weighing  as  high  as  sitteen  and 
•^\eiitein  hundred  pounds  lie  has  always 
mad(  monf\  in  tlu  ■stock  bu«ines-  for  Umg 
an  excellent  judge  of  stock  he  wa*;  inibkd  to 
make  judicious  pur(haM.s  and  profitable  sales. 
In  IboO  he  bought  fiftj  head  of  cattle  for 
fourteen  dollars  per  head  and  after  feeding 
them  sold  them  for  forty-five  dollars  per  head, 
receiving  payment  in  gold  at  a  time  when  that 
currency  was  at  a  premium.  These  lie  bought 
in  Knox  county  and  drove  tiiem  to  Menard 
county.  On  another  occasion  he  purchased  a 
herd  of  cattle  for  which  he  paid  fifty  dollars 
(KT  head  and  after  feeding  them  he  received 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  per  head. 
He  also  Iwught  a  yoke  of  oxen  for  sixty  dol- 
lars, which  he  afterward  sold  for  two  hundred 
dollars  Mr.  GofT  became  very  widely  known 
as  a  verv  i  \tensive  and  jirosperous  stock-raiser 
and  dealt  r  and  his  business  was  carried  on 
along  progressive  and  profitable  lines  for  a 
Dumber  of  years,  or  until  18B0,  when  he  sold 
In-  stock  to  his  son  Fred  and  since  that  time 
hi  has  practically  been  living  a  retired  life, 
ho  and  his  wife  occupying  their  fine  home  in 
Supar  Grove  precinct,  which  is  surrounded  by 
hade  and  fruit  trees  of  his  own  planting.  He 
hen  ha-  two  hundred  and  eighty-five  acres  of 
ndi  and  \aluablc  land,  which  is  the  visible 
evidence  of  his  life  of  thrift  and  industry. 
Unto  llr.  and  Mrs.  Goff  were  bora  ten  chil- 
dren, and  the  group  picture  here  represented 
shows  four  generations  of  the  family,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Goff  being  the  great-grandparents. 

While  business  cares  have  largely  occupied 
his  time  and  attention  Mr.  Goff  has  also  found 
opportunity  to  devote  to  public  interests.  He 
served  as  road  commissioner  for  one  year  and 
was  school  director  for  fifteen  or  twenty  years. 
In  politics  he  is  a  stanch  Democrat,  believing 
firmly  in  the  principles  of  Democracy,  and  both 
he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist 
fhureh  and  have  long  taken  an  active  and  help- 


ful part  in  its  work,  contributing  to  its  sup- 
])ort  and  doing  all  in  their  power  to  promote 
its  progress.  One  of  the  venerable  citizens  of 
llenard  county,  Sir.  Goff  is  honored  as  a  pa- 
triarch of  this  community  and  it  is  with  pleas- 
ure that  we  present  to  our  readers  the  record 
of  his  career. 


JOHN  AV.  DONALDSON. 

Among  the  younger  and  yet  enterprising  and 
succe'.ssful  farmers  of  Menard  county  John  W. 
Donaldson  is  numbered.  He  was  bom  August 
9,  187G.  and  is  a  son  of  Walker  Richard  and 
lieljocca  (Sowers)  Donaldson.  His  father  was 
born  in  Bath  county,  Kentucky,  Jiily  10,  1824, 
and  was  a  son  of  Alexander  and  Sarah  (Power) 
Donaldson,  who  came  to  Menard  county  in 
18r)(),  settling  on  a  farm  on  Salt  creek.  Their 
family  numbered  twelve  children.  W.  Richard 
Donaldson,  after  arriving  at  man's  estate,  had 
come  to  Menard  county  six  months  before  the 
arrival  of  his  parents.  In  1852  he  made  an 
overland  trip  to  California  with  a  large  flock 
of  sheep,  starting  in  the  month  of  February 
and  arriving  in  the  Sacramento  valley  in  Oc- 
tober of  that  year.  For  four  years  he  remained 
on  the  Pacific  coast  employed  in  various  ways 
and  upon  his  return  to  Illinois  he  engaged  in 
the  live-stock  business,  becoming  an  extensive 
dealer,  widely  known  in  this  connection  in 
Illinois  and  Slissouri.  About  1867,  however, 
he  concentrated  bis  energies  upon  the  develop- 
ment and  improvement  of  bis  land  and  upon 
his  farm  he  spent  bis  remaining  days.  During 
and  after  the  war,  however,  he  made  many 
trips  into  Missouri,  which  at  that  time  was 
in  a  very  unsettled  condition  and  be  bought 
and  brought  to  this  state  many  droves  of  cattle, 
which  he  sold  to  farmers.  His  life  was  often 
endangered  by  bushwhackers,  but  he  possessed 
great  courage  and  persevered  in  his  business 
career.  He  ultimately  became  the  owner  of 
land  in  both  Missouri  and  Illinois.  He  bad 
manifested  bis  loyalty  to  the  government  at  the 
lime  of  the  Mexican  war  by  enlisting  as  a  sol- 
dier of  Company  G,  Third  Kentucky  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  serving  under  General  Scott 
and  participating  in   all   of  the   engagements 
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frimi  tiiii  coast  to  tin.'  ancient  city  of  the  Honte- 
zuniJis.  Hi.'  (licil  in  his  sixty-eigiith  year  after 
about  a  year's  illness  ami  wa-;  survived  by  his 
ttifc  and  four  sons,  who  ri.^i(!ed  on  the  home- 
stead farm  containinjr  live  liundrcd  acres  of 
valuable  laiul.  A  local  paper  in  speaking  of 
Mr.  Donahisoii.  said:  "lie  was  the  soid  of 
honor,  ills  word  was  as  good  as  his  bond, 
and  while  ho  wonld  rejient  an  injury  or  defend 
a  friend  with  a  veiifreanee  that  was  terrible  to 
oi)|)oiicnts,  there  was  no  ln'ttcr-hcartc(l,  whole- 
souled  citizen  than  'Dick'  Donaldson.  Polili- 
caiiy  he  was  of  the  CieiiernI  Jackson  typo.  Ke 
sou^'lit  no  olliec.  imt  no  Democrat  in  this  county 
has  been  a  candidate  for  or  elected  to  an  olTice 
until  his  recent  illness  that  does  not  owe  him 
n  debt  of  gratitude.  In  all  political  contests 
the  wanner  the  battle,  there,  in  the  thickest  of 
the  fight,  Dick  Donaldson  was  sure  to  be,  as 
can  be  attested  by  many  citizens  of  the  pres- 
ent day.  Then"  are  few  who  have  not  their 
faults.  He  may  have  had  his.  but  they  were 
so  overshadowed  by  generous  and  more  noble 
traits  of  character  that  they  were  made  insig- 
nificant. All  who  knew  him  can  truthfully 
say  that  Walker  11.  Donaldson  was  an  honorable 
citizen,  a  good  neighlior,  a  true  friend,  and 
a  kind  husband  and  father." 

John  W.  Donaldson  was  reared  under  the  pa- 
rental roof  upon  the  old  homestead  farm,  which 
is  still  his  place  of  residence.  He  attended  the 
public  schools  and  was  instructed  in  lessons 
of  industry  and  economy  on  the  old  homestead. 
He  early  learned  the  best  methods  of  )jroduc- 
ing  good  crops  and  caring  for  the  stock  and 
throughout  his  business  career  has  engaged  in 
general  fanning  and  stock-raising.  He  Imth 
buys  and  feeds  stock  for  the  market  and  in 
June,  1904,  he  shipped  three  carloads  of  cattle 
and  two  carloads  of  hogs  to  tlie  Chieago  mar- 
ket. 

On  the  2«tb  of  October,  1898,  Mr.  Donald- 
son was  married  to  Ruth  Armeling.  a  daughter 
of  .lolm  H.  and  Caroline  M.  (Pugh)  Armeling, 
the  former  born  in  BadlM?rgen,  Hanover,  Ger- 
many. March  2.  1841,  and  the  latter  in  Nan- 
tieoke.  Luzerne  county.  Pennsylvania,  March 
IS.  1841.  Tn  his  early  childhood  days  the 
father  was  brought  to  America  and  hi.*  first 
hssous  in  walking  witc  received  on  the  deck  of 


the  ship  on  which  the  voyage  was  made.  With 
his  parents  he  eame  to  Mason  county.  Illinois, 
where  he  has  made  his  home  up  to  the  pres- 
ent time,  following  the  occupation  of  farming 
throughout  the  period  of  his  manhood.  He 
iias  been  ])rominent  and  influential  in  com- 
munity affairs,  has  served  as  a  memlier  of  the 
school  hoard,  gives  his  political  support  to 
the  Democracy  and  religiously  is  identified 
with  the  Methodist  church.  In  his  family  are 
eight  children.  fiv{'  of  whom  have  b^'n  school 
teachci's,  including  Mrs.  Donaldsim.  She  hohliJ 
membership  in  tbe  Methodist  church  and  in 
his  political  views  .Mr,  Donaldson  is  a  Dtmo- 
crat.  He  has  worked  earnestly  and  persisiently 
since  attaining  adult  ago  and  is  a  worthy  rc|>- 
reseiitative  of  one  of  the  honored  ])ioneer  fam- 
ilies of  the  county  and  is  also  classed  with  the 
successful  agriculturists. 


JOHN  K.  KIXCAID. 
John   KenntHly  Kincaid.  one  of  the  most  in- 
Iluential  factors  in  the  moral  developi 


ird  county,  and  one  whose  business  n-cord 
was  alike  creditable  and  wortliy  of  emulation, 
resided  for  a  half  century  in  this  part  of  the 
state  and  was  res])cctcd  and  bonori'*!  wherever 
known.  A  native  of  Kentucky,  he  was  liorn  in 
Bath  county,  Jnne  30,  1808.  and  was  the  eld<-si 
in  the  family  of  eleven  children  iwrn  unto  An- 
drew and  Anna  P.  (Caldwell)  Kincaid.  His 
grandfather,  .Archibald  H.  Kincaid,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Ireland  and  in  early  life  came  to  the 
new  world,  locating  in  Virginia,  where  he  re- 
sided until  1780.  He  then  removed  with  his 
family  to  Bath  county,  Kentucky,  His  son. 
.\ndrew  Kincaid,  was  at  that  time  four  years  of 
age.  The  latter  remained  upon  his  father's 
farm  until  1807,  when  he  was  united  in  nmr- 
riage  to  Miss  Anna  P.  Caldwell  and  established 
a  home  of  his  own.  In  1834  he  removed  to  Illi- 
nois, locating  in  township  18.  Menard  county, 
on  land  purchased  from  ElHs  Branson,  .\ftcr 
a  long,  useful  and  honorable  career  he  died  in 
18"2  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years. 

Jolm  Kennedy  Kincaid  si>ent  the  days  of  his 
iHiyliood  and  youth  in  the  state  of  his  nativity, 
pursued  his  education  there  and  came  to  Illi- 
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iiOL,>!  t«'o  years  previous  to  tlii-  removal  of  the 
other  meiiiliers  of  the  family,  arriviii;r  in  this 
state  in  1832.  He  made  liis  way  up  tlip  Illi- 
nois river  to  Beardstown  and  walked  from  there 
to  Springfield.  Sood  afterward  lie  removed  to 
Menard  county  and  devoted  his  time  and  ener- 
gies to  various  pursuits,  following  carpentering, 
fanning  and  srhool-tenching  up  to  the  time  of 
hip  marriage.  He  afterward  gave  his  attention 
wehisiveiy  to  agrieiiltural  pursuits  and  placed 
\i\>  land  under  a  very  high  slate  of  cultivation. 
Viewed  from  a  financial  standpoint,  lie  was  en- 
tirely a  self-made  man,  for  when  he  arrived  in 
Illinois  he  had  a  capital  of  only  fifty  dollars. 
.\s  the  years  advanced  and  his  financial  re- 
joiirces  increased  he  invested  in  land  and  be- 
came tlie  owner  of  a  valuable  farming  prop- 
erty, in  the  development  and  cultivation  of 
which  he  acijuired  prosperity.  Ho  labored  per- 
sistently, his  efforts  directed  by  sound  judg- 
iiicnt  and  strong  purpose,  and  he  lieeanic  ree- 
oonizeil  as  one  of  the  most  snccessful,  promi- 
nent  and  influential  citizens  of  Menard  county. 
In  March,  18;iti,  Mr.  Kincaid  wag  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Tienna  Williams,  a  daughter 
of  James  Williams,  and  for  more  than  a  half 
century  they  tra4'eled  life's  journey  togetlier, 
sliaring  with  each  other  its  joys  and  sorrows, 
its  atlvcrsity  and  prosperity.  They  liecame  the 
patents  of  fourteen  children,  but  only  five  are 
nijw  living.  Mr.  Kincaid  was  most  devoted  to 
Ills  family  and  his  pleasure  was  not  in  the  ae- 
oiTnmlation  of  wealth,  but  in  bestowing  upon 
Ills  wife  and  children  the  comforts  tlint  money 
cnulrl  ^'cnre.  He  was  also  most  generous  in 
Ills  support  of  the  church  and  kindred  move- 
ments, and  the  poor  and  needy  found  in  him  a 
«arm  and  lilieral  friend.  He  was  sixteen  years 
"f  age  when  his  parents  united  with  the  Presby- 
terian church  and  at  the  same  time  liroiight  all 
of  their  children  under  the  holy  ordinance  of 
'mjifisni.  The  impressive  ceremony  was  never 
forgotten  by  John  K.  Kincaid  and  it  waf=  not 
long  before  he  made  public  profession  of  his 
faith  in  religion,  remaining  to  the  close  of  his 
life  a  most  earnest  Christian,  whose  faith  was 
priven  by  his  works.  Almost  immediately  after 
unilinfr  with  the  church  he  and  a  young  com- 
panion organized  a  Sunday -school,  which  met 
in  his  father's  home,  and  later  thev  did  a  most 


meritorious  work  by  forming  a  Sunday-school 
for  the  colored  people.  He  was  always  deeply 
interested  in  the  coloretl  race  and  did  much  for 
the  improvement  of  those  who  lived  in  his 
community.  He  rejoiced  in  the  honor  of  lic- 
iug  jwrsonally  acquainted  with  the  great 
emancipator,  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  his  work 
in  behalf  of  the  black  race  was  attended  with 
good  results.  He  was  a  frequent  and  generous 
contributor  to  the  work  of  the  board  of  freed- 
men.  On  coining  to  Illinois  he  joined  the 
North  Sangamon  Presbyterian  church,  just  two 
years  after  its  organization,  and  on  the  5th  of 
June,  1837,  ho  was  chosen  ruling  elder,  which 
office  he  filled  with  marked  fidelity  and  great 
ability  for  almost  fifty  years.  He  was  active  in 
the  various  departments  of  church  work,  was 
the  teaciier  of  the  Bible  class  in  tbe  Sunday- 
school  for  almost  half  a  ccnturi'  and  labored  not 
only  for  his  local  church,  but  also  supported  the 
various  branches  of.  church  work,  being  a  lib- 
eral coutrihut^ir  to  home  and  foreign  missions. 
The  cause  of  education  received  his  hearty  en- 
dorsement and  he  did  much  for  the  local 
schools.  He  was  one  of  the  principal  founders 
of  the  North  Sangamon  Academy,  which  for 
many  years  afforded  the  best  preparatory  prepa- 
ration for  college  in  the  county.  Beform, 
progress  and  improvement  might  be  termed  the 
keynote  of  his  cliaraeter.  He  departe<1  this  life 
Feiiruary  Ifi.  18ST,  and  his  wife,  who  was  bom 
May  4.  1817.  passed  away  March  39.  1888. 
Theirs  was  a  most  congenial  married  relation 
and  they  were  not  long  separated  in  death. 
Some  one  who  knew  Mr.  Kincaid  long  and  well 
said:  "In  him  the  union  of  business  and 
Christian  life  was  most  beautifully  portra,ved 
and  lived.  He  improved  his  opportunities  for 
material  advancement,  yet  was  never  neglectful 
of  his  duties  to  his  fellow  men  or  his  Creator, 
and  he  left  behind  him  an  example  which  is  an 
inspiration  to  all  who  knew  him." 


G.  W.  SPKARS.  D.  D.  S. 

Dr.  a.  W.  SiM'ars.  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
deutislry  in  Petersburg,  was  born  in  Talliila, 
Menard  county.  May  1.  ISfii).  a  son  of  G-  C. 
and  Elizabeth  S]iears.  the  former  liorn  in  Ken- 
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tucky  on  the  18th  of  April,  1822,  while  the  lat- 
ter's  birth  occurred  in  Menard  county.  In  their 
fanaily  were  nine  children,  of  whom  G.  W, 
Spears  is  the  seventh  in  order  of  birth. 

Reared  under  the  parental  roof,  Dr.  Spears 
devoted  the  greater  part  of  his  boyhood  to  the 
acquirement  of  a  good  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  town,  and  when  he  had 
mastered  the  more  specifically  literary  branches 
of  knowledge  he  entered  upon  the  mastery  of 
the  principles  of  dentistry,  matriculating  in 
the  Chicago  Dental  College,  where  he  completed 
the  regular  course  and  was  graduated  on  the 
1st  of  May,  1902.  Immediately  afterward  he 
came  to  Petersburg.  He  did  not  imvc  long  to 
wait  for  patients  and  his  business  has  grown 
continually,  so  that  lie  now  has  a  large  and 
gratifying  practice.  He  is  familiar  with  the 
latest  methods  known  to  the  science,  has  his 
office  equipped  with  the  latest  improved  dental 
appliances,  and  his  skill  in  performing  the 
mechanical  work  connected  with  the  profession 
has  secured  him  a  very  desirable  patronage, 
which  indicates  that  he  has  found  favor  with 
the  public. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1902,  Dr.  Spears  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Florence  Wood,  of 
Petersburg,  a  daughter  of  H.  A.  Wood,  one  of 
the  old  settlers  and  prominent  residents  of 
Menard  county.  The  Doctor  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Christian  church,  have  many 
friends  and  occupy  an  euviable  position  in  social 
circles  here.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with 
the  Knights  of  Pythias  lodge,  and  in  the  line 
of  his  profession  he  is  a  member  of  the  Alumni 
Association  of  the  Chicago  Dental  College  and 
also  belongs  to  the  Illinois  State  Dental  Soci- 
ety. He  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  but  cares 
nothing  for  public  office. 


OTTO  P.  LENZ. 


Few  men  are  more  prominent  or  more  widely 
known  in  the  enterprising  city  of  Petersburg 
than  Otto  Ferdinand  Lenz,  who  has  been  an 
important  factor  in  business  circles  here,  being 
connected  with  a  number  of  industrial  and 
commercial  enterpriws  which  have  direct  and 
important  bearing  upon  the  commercial  activ- 


ity and  consequent  progress  and  prosperity  of 
his  city.  In  his  life  work  he  displays  many 
of  the  sterling  characteristics  of  the  German 
people  from  whom  he  came.  He  was  bom  in 
Arnswalde,  in  the  province  of  Brandenburg, 
Germany,  on  the  4th  of  January,  1862.  His 
paternal  grandfather,  William  Lenz,  was  also 
a  native  of  that  locality  and  was  a  carpenter 
and  builder.  There  he  reared  his  family,  in- 
eluding  William  Lenz,  Jr.,  the  father  of  our 
subject.  He,  too,  became  connected  with  build- 
ing operations  and  was  thus  engaged  through- 
out the  entire  period  of  his  business  career. 
He  married  Henrietta  Martin,  also  a  native  of 
the  province  of  Brandenburg. 

Otto  F.  Lenz  is  indebted  to  the  public  school 
system  6(  Germany  for  the  educational  privi- 
leges he  enjoyed  and  remained  under  the  pa- 
rental roof  until  eighteen  years  of  age,  when 
he  resolved  to  try  his  fortune  in  the  new  world. 
Accordingly,  in  1880,  he  came  to  the  United 
States,  making  his  way  direct  to  Petersburg, 
Illinois,  where  he  has  since  made  his  home, 
and  in  his  business  career  he  has  steadily  pro- 
gressed, making  his  energy  and  enterprise  a 
commercial  possibility,  manifest  in  the  suc- 
cessful control  of  various  enterprises.  For  four 
years  he  was  engaged  in  coal  mining  and  in 
1885  he  began  learning  the  bottling  businrry. 
with  which  he  has  since  been  connected.  In 
the  sprint;  of  1886  he  established  a  plant  of 
his  own,  developing  the  business  now  known 
as  the  Petersburg  Bottling  Works.  Here  be 
manufactures  and  bottles  pure  and  high  grade 
carbonated  beverages,  using  none  but  distilled 
water,  and  the  superior  quality  of  the  product 
brings  a  ready  sale  on  the  market.  Mr.  Lenz 
is  also  the  proprietor  of  the  Edmunds  Mineral 
and  Sulplio  Hygcia  Springs,  the  waters  of 
which  are  famous  on  account  of  their  medicinal 
qualities  as  shown  under  careful  chemical  anal- 
ysis. These  springs  are  located  across  the  river 
from  Petersburg.  The  bottling  business  is  now 
very  extensive,  his  plant  being  fitted  up  with 
the  latest  improved  machinery  and  facilities  in 
that  line,  and  his  trade  is  constantly  growing. 
Mr.  Lenz  has  not  limited  his  efforts,  however, 
to  this  line  of  commercial  activity,  but  has  been 
the  promoter  of  other  busineBs  interests  and  is 
now  the  vice  president  of  the  Petersburg  Coal 
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MiDiQg  Company  and  a  director  in  the  Virginia 
Canning  Company,  of  Petersburg.  He  forms 
hiB  plans  readily,  ia  determined  in  their  exe- 
cution and  hia  keen  foreeigbt  makes  his  judg- 
ment of  value  in  trade  transactions. 

On  the  26th  of  April,  1889,  Mr.  Lenz  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Minnie  Speulda,  of 
Springfield,  Illinois,  a  daughter  of  William 
S'peulda,  who  Teas  for  a  number  of  years  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  the  jewelry  business  in 
the  capital  city,  where  he  died  during  the  early 
girihood  of  his  daughter  Minnie.  Unto  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Lenz  have  been  born  five  children. 
two  sons  and  three  daughters;  Carl,  Hattie, 
Bertha,  Paul  and  Marie. 

For  almost  a  quarter  of  a  century  a  resi- 
dent of  Menard  county,  Mr.  Lenz  has  figured 
in  public  affairs.  He  is  pnhlic-splrited  and  in 
connection  with  the  city  government  has  pro- 
moted public  measures  of  lasting  benefit.  He 
has  never  had  occasion  to  regret  his  determina- 
tion to  become  on  American  citizen  for  in  this 
country,  where  the  road  ot  opportunity  is  open 
to  ail,  he  has  not  only  developed  a  profitable 
business  but  has  also  gained  many  warm  and 
valued  friendships. 


209 


JOHN  E.  WHITE. 

John  E.  White,  now  living  in  Athens  pre- 
cinct, opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  of  day  on  the 
old  homestead  farm  in  a  log  cabin,  his  birth 
occurring  October  15,  1851,  Although  the 
farm  was  then  largely  unimproved  it  is  now  a 
well  developed  tract  of  land,  the  fields  being 
rich  and  arable  and  returning  to  the  owner 
a  golden  tribute  for  the  care  and  labor  he  be- 
stows upon  them. 

The  parents  of  Mr.  White  were  B.  F.  and 
Kachel  E.  (Roach)  White,  the  former  born 
February  27,  1819,  in  Laclede  county,  near  St. 
Louis,  Missouri.  With  his  father,  Robert 
White,  he  came  from  his  native  state  to  Illi- 
nois about  1823,  the  family  home  being  estab- 
lished at  Kickapoo,  near  Lincoln,  where  Robert 
White  secured  a  tract  of  wild  land  and  carried 
on  farming  for  a  short  time.  He  afterward  re- 
moved to  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the 
home  farm  of  John  E.  White  and  there  he 


carried  on  general  agricultural  pursuits  and 
stock-raising  until  his  death,  being  one  of  the 
early  prominent  settlers  of  this  section  of  the 
state.  As  a  pioneer  he  took  helpful  part  in 
laying  the  foundation  for  present  progress  and 
prosperity,  assisting  materially  in  reclaiming 
the  wild  land  for  the  purposes  of  civilization. 
R,  F.  White  was  reared  on  the  old  family  home- 
stead aud  assisted  in  the  farm  work,  so  that  he 
gained  practical  knowledge  ot  the  labor  inci- 
dent to  the  improvement  of  the  fields.  He 
was  also  active  in  many  public  affairs,  con- 
tributing to  general  progress,  being  one  of 
the  first  trustees  of  the  Indian  Point  school,  his 
associate  being  Mr.  Canby,  a  well  known  and 
highly  honored  old  settler  of  Menard  county. 
As  a  companion  and  helpmate  for  life's  jour- 
ney R.  F.  White  married  Miss  Rachel  E.  Roacn, 
who  was  bom  near  Nashville,  Tennessee,  on  the 
28th  of  February,  1824.  They  traveled  life's 
journey  together  for  many  years,  sharing  with 
each  other  its  joys  and  sorrows,  adversity  and 
prosperity  and  upon  the  old  homestead  farm 
now  occupied  by  their  son  John  E.  they  reared 
their  family.  The  death  of  K.  F.  White  oc- 
curred December  7,  1893,  when  he  was  seventy- 
five  years  of  age,  and  his  wife  passed  away  on 
the  19th  of  February,  1894,  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty years.  The  county  thus  lost  two  of  its 
well  known  pioneer  residents,  people  whose 
worth  was  widely  acknowledged. 

John  E.  White  pursued  his  education  in  the 
Indian  Point  school  and  then  and  now  known 
as  tlic  North  Sangamon  .\cademy.  Later  he  at- 
tended Lincoln  University  and  when  he  had 
acquired  a  good  education  he  put  aside  his  text- 
books and  returned  to  the  home  farm,  where  he 
has  continuously  carried  on  agricultural  pur- 
suits with  the  e.xcejition  of  one  year,  when  he 
farmed  near  Irish  Grove.  He  has  been  very 
practical  as  well  as  j^rogresaive  in  his  methods. 
The  field  devoted  one  year  to  a  certain  kind  of 
crop  has  the  ne.\t  year  been  used  for  the  raising 
of  a  different  cereal  and  thus  the  land  has  been 
kept  in  rich  condition.  The  latest  improved 
machinery  has  been  used  in  carrying  on  the 
work  of  the  farm  and  all  modem  equipmenta 
and  accessories  are  found  upon  the  White  home- 
stead. 

Mr.  White  married  Miss  Erama  Jane  Derry, 
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a  daughter  of  James  Sladisoii  aud  Martlia  (Pol- 
lock) Dorry,  both  of  whom  arc  now  rfsidL-nts 
of  I'fttTsburg,  This  niarriagt'  has  iiot'ii  hlesst'd 
with  thrw  children:  Letta  K.,  who  was  born 
FtOiriiary  SO,  188(i,  and  died  August  2.1,  1888 : 
Edith  K.,  who  was  horn  July  8.  1889;  and  Hoh- 
CTl  F..  born  Xoveinher  4.  1897.  The  two 
yoLingiT  children  are  yet  at  home, 

ilr.  White  is  a  trustee  of  the  Lehanon  cinne- 
tiTV  and  is  an  elder  of  the  Lchiinon  t'umlKTland 
Prcsliyterian  church,  to  which  his  wife  also 
lu'longs.  He  affiliates  with  the  Indei^ndent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows  at  Atheui?  and  he  ;iives 
his  |)o!iticaI  support  to  the  Democratic  party, 
as  have  his  ancestors.  He  has  never  sought  or 
desired  office,  leading  a  quiet  life  in  this  re- 
spect, liut  in  business  he  has  always  been  found 
energetic  and  diligent,  laboring  earnestly  to 
secure  a  comfortable  conij)etencc  that  will  en- 
able him  to  provide  his  family  with  all  of  the 
necessities  and  ninny  of  the  luxuries  of  life. 


HKNItY  S.  H0I(1I1T0\. 
Henry  S.  Hougliton  is  capably  conducting 
ini[)ortaut  business  interests  and  also  carrying 
on  agricultural  pursuits  in  township  ]!),  ranjjc 
T  west.  He  is  a  native  son  of  Afcnard  county, 
born  on  the  l.^ttli  of  ,S<j)teiulier,  18(11.  his  pa- 
rents Ix'ing  S.  M.  and  Cherry  (I.eiuar)  Hough- 
ton, both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Kentucky. 
The  father,  who  was  boni  Deecinix'r  1.  181(1. 
was  l)rought  to  Illinois  in  his  early  boyhonil 
days  and  worked  at  farming  in  his  youth,  as- 
sisting in  the  arduous  task  of  developing  new 
land.  TTis  boyhood  was  largely  a  period  of 
earnest  toil.  He  helped  to  stipp<irt  the  family 
and  later,  when  he  found  op|iortuiiily,  ln' 
bought  land  at  T.itlle  drove  and  afterward  pur- 
cha8e<l  the  tract  of  land  upon  which  his  son, 
Henry  S.,  now  resides.  This  he  luijiroved. 
transfonnin.L'  it  into  a  cultivable  tract,  which 
yielded  to  him  good  harvests.  He  owned  three 
hundred  and  ninety-six  acres  at  the  time  of  his 
demise,  hiiviug  almost  (he  entire  aMU)iint  under 
cultivation.  Tie  rais.'d  and  fed  Tnany  cattle 
and  hogs  for  the  market.  He  led  a  verv  busv 
and  useful  lif.-.  wliil,.  in  all  his  husinc-s" trans- 
actions his  deniings  were  chiira<teri/ed  by  the 


strictest  integrity.  He  was  the  owner  of  the 
first  spring  wagon  in  Menard  county  and  ever 
manifested  a  pnjgressive  spirit,  which  prompted 
him  to  use  the  latest  improved  machinery  and 
to  adopt  new  ideas  that  would  prove  of  prac- 
tical IwDcfit.  His  death  occurri'd  on  the  l"rt!i 
of  January,  1889.  while  his  wife,  who  was  born 
on  the  18th  of  February.  1818,  survived  him 
for  inoi-e  than  iiftwn  years,  passing  away 
March  30,  1»(J4.  They  were  married  in  Sanga- 
mon eonnty.  Illinois,  and  they  became  the  pa- 
rents of  ten  children:  John  and  Harriet,  who 
died  in  iufaiicy:  Kliza  and  Catherine,  also  de- 
ceased; Anna,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eight 
yeai-s;  Emma,  the  wife  of  Jolin  Waring;  Wal- 
ter, who  is  married  and  resides  in  Bradley, 
Illinois;  Mary  Ellen,  who  is  married  and  makes 
her  home  in  Mi.ssouri:  Henry  S  ;  and  Elvira, 
who  is  the  wife  of  B.  H.  Huteherson  and  re- 
sides in  Petersburg, 

.\t  the  usnal  age  Henry  S.  Houghton  (Ti- 
tercd  the  public  schools  and  when  not  engaged 
with  the  duties  of  the  school  room  he  performed 
such  labor  upon  the  home  farm  as  his  age  and 
strength  wonld  permit.  He  continued  to  reside 
on  the  old  homestead  until  his  marriage,  when 
he  began  working  for  himself  and  later  he  took 
charge  of  the  old  home  property.  Ix'ing  at  that 
time'  about  twenty-five  years  of  age.  He  has 
since  carried  on  general  farming  aud  stock- 
raising  and  annually  feeds  and  ships  to  the 
market  about  two  carloads  of  cattle  and  two 
hundred  head  of  hogs.  He  owns  as  fine  a 
team  of  Xnrniaii  thn'C-year-ohl  colts  as  can 
be  found  in  ^lenard  county,  bred  by  Gaines 
nre<'n.  He  bought  out  the  interest  of  the  other 
heirs  in  the  old  home  place  and  now  owns 
three  hundrcfl  and  scvonty-si.'i  acres  of  land, 
which  is  very  valuable  and  productive.  He 
administered  his  father's  estate,  acting  without 
a  bond  and  in  August.  1904.  was  discharged 
front  that  oihce.  having  settled  up  the  busines-;. 
His  father  trnstc^l  him  entirely  with  the  prop- 
erty valued  at  twenty  thousand  dollars.  He 
has  always  bti'ii  progressive  in  his  farm  work 
and  be  introduced  the  first  corn  cutter  and 
liind^'r  in  (he  northern  part  of  the  county.  In 
a.l.lition  to  his  farming  interests  he  is  the 
su|ierinfciidcnt  of  the  Sand  Ridge  Pole  &  Line 
Telephone    Company.      In   eonnoetion    with    C. 
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W.  Shipley  and  W.  D.  Masters  he  organized 
the  company  and  Mr.  Houghton  built  the  lines 
and  pushed  the  work  to  successful  completion. 
He  is  also  inspector  and  collector  for  the  Cen- 
tral Union  Telephone  Company  in  the  Sand 
Ridge  district  and  he  is  the  secretary  of  the 
Concord   Cemetery  Association. 

Mr.  Houghton  was  married  Fehruary  15, 
1882,  to  Miss  Emma  Rutledge,  a  daughter  of 
James  M.  and  Margaret  (Haxris)  Rutledge, 
the  former  a  native  of  Tennessee  and  the  latter 
a  native  of  Kentucky,  bom  on  the  8th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1821.  They  were  married  in  Sangamon 
county,  Illinois.  Mr.  Rutledge  had  come  to 
Menard  county  with  his  parents  when  a  mere 
lad,  the  family  home  being  established  about 
four  miles  north  of  Petersburg.  There  he  con- 
tinued to  reside  until  twenty-six  years  of  age, 
when  he  was  married  and  began  farming  for 
himself.  Ho  also  engaged  in  stock-raising.  He 
carried  the  chain  for  Abraham  Lincoln  when 
he  was  making  the  surveys  in  this  part  of  the 
state  and  worked  with  him  many  days.  On 
one  of  his  trips  to  St.  Louis  with  Abraham 
Lincoln  and  his  uncle  John  Rutledge  they  saw 
a  white  man  whipping  a  negro  and  Mr.  Lin- 
mln  remarked  that  if  he  had  the  power  he 
would  put  a  stop  to  that,  little  thinking  that 
some  day  it  would  he  within  his  power  to 
loosen  the  bonds  that  fettered  three  million 
slave  people.  While  driving  hogs  from  his 
home  to  the  Beardstown  market  on  one  oc- 
casion Mr.  Rutledge,  then  but  a  boy,  was  chased 
hy  wolves,  but  he  succeeded  in  driving  the  ani- 
mals away  and  returned  to  his  home  in  safety. 
For  many  years  he  carried  on  general  farming, 
but  about  six  years  prior  to  his  death  he  left 
the  farm  and  removed  to  Petersburg,  where 
he  lived  retired  until  called  to  his  final  rest. 
Unto  him  and  his  wife  were  bom  fourteen 
children,  seven  sons  and  seven  daughters,  of 
whom  sir  are  now  living:  Mary,  the  wife  of 
John  Moore,  a  resident  of  Petersburg;  James 
B..  who  is  married  and  resides  in  Missouri; 
Harriet,  who  is  the  wife  of  Andrew  Park; 
Catherine,  the  wife  of  John  Clary;  Mrs. 
Hoiighton ;  and  Harvey,  who  is  married  and 
resides  in  Springfield.  The  home  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Houghton  has  been  blessed  with  one  son 
and  three  daughters:     Charles  E.,  who  mar- 


ried Mrs.  Daisy  Dowell;  Celestine  M.,  Kittie 
C.  and  Ruth  F.,  all  at  home. 

A  stanch  Republican  in  his  political  views, 
Mr.  Houghton  has  served  for  one  term  as  coun- 
ty commissioner,  filling  that  office  for  a  term 
beginning  in  18118.  He  has  been  chairman  of 
the  county  hoard  for  two  years  and  he  has  l>een 
school  director  and  trustee  for  twelve  years, 
while  at  the  present  time  he  is  one  of  the  di- 
rectors of  the  old  Salem  Chautauqua.  He  be- 
longs to  the  Petersburg  Driving  Club,  is  a 
member  of  Clinton  lodge.  No.  19,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.,  of  Petersburg,  and  is  a  charter  member 
of  the  Court  of  Honor  there.  He  and  his 
family  hold  menibership  in  the  Christian 
church  and  he  is  a  most  liberal  and  public- 
spirited  man.  He  possesses  the  qualities  of  a 
successful  business  man  and  a  desirable  so- 
cial companion,  and  among  his  more  strongly 
marked  characteristics  is  his  unswerving  fideli- 
ty to  duty.  His  private  interests  must  always 
give  way  to  the  public  good,  and  thus  he  has 
become  honored  and  esteemed  by  all  who  have 
file  pleasure  of  his  acquaintance  or  who  have 
met  him  in  a  business  way. 


ALEXANDER  DONALDSON. 

Alexander  Donaldson,  a  representative  of  one 
of  the  old  and  valued  families  of  Menard  coun- 
ty, was  bom  in  this  county,  on  the  I8th  of 
April,  1871,  his  parents  being  Walker  Richard 
and  Rebecca  (Sowers)  Donaldson.  The  father 
was  a  native  of  Bath  county,  Kentucky,  bom 
on  the  16th  of  July,  1834,  and  died  on  the  10th 
of  January,  1892.  The  mother,  who  was  born 
in  Ohio,  died  February  10,  1898,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-seven  years,  seven  months  and  eight  days. 
R.  W.  Donaldson  came  to  Menard  county  when 
twenty-one  years  of  age  and  was  married  here 
by  R.  D.  Miller.  Here  he  successfully  carried 
on  agricultural  pursuits  for  many  years  and 
reared  his  family  upon  the  home  farm. 

Alexander  Donaldson  spent  the  days  of  his 
boyhood  and  youth  in  the  usual  manner  of 
farmer  lads  of  the  present  day  period.  He  has 
resided  continuously  upon  the  old  homestead, 
where  he  now  carries  on  general  farming  and 
stock-raising   and    in   his    work   he  manifests 
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gowl  buaincsB  ability,  careful  iiianajrcniont  and 
unfaltering  purjiose. 

On  the  14tli  of  February,  18»'J,  occurred  the 
inarria^'e  of  Mr.  Donaldson  and  ^[i^s  Lizzie 
Ailisiiii.  Her  parunts,  James  and  Ann  (Mont- 
;,'ijin(;rv)  Allison,  were  nativi'S  of  In-land.  the 
foriricr  Iwrn  in  yfjitenilier,  lH'.iri,  and  llie  lat- 
ter in  May  of  the  game  year.  They  lianic  to 
lire  Fnited  States  in  l«-",8,  locating  in  Deljuvare, 
where  tliey  resided  for  sonic  time.  In  18C4 
tliey  arrived  in  Petcrsliurg.  Illinois,  and  re- 
mained n^sidenls  of  Menard  county  until  1!HJ2, 
Mr.  Allison  carrying  on  the  oL-cupation  of  farm- 
ing. In  IWi,  however,  he  removed  to  Logan 
county,  where  he  now  makes  his  home  He 
had  visited  America  when  fifteen  years  of  age, 
but  had  flftiTward  returned  to  Ireland,  and  sub- 
sequent to  his  marriage  again  came  to  the 
Tnitcd  States,  believing  that  he  would  have  bet- 
ter business  o|(|(ortunitics  in  the  new  world.  In 
this  lioiK'  he  was  not  mistaken,  for  he  found 
the  o])p<)rtunitics  he  sought  and  by  diligence 
and  persistent  energy  lie  iias  worked  his  way 
steadily  upward  from  a  huinlile  financial  posi- 
tion to  one  of  affluence.  Unto  hiiu  and  his  wife 
were  born  si'veti  children :  Martha,  James,  Wil- 
liam, Klizaheth,  Sarah,  John  and  Alexander. 
I'lito  Mr.  untl  Mrs.  Donaldson  has  been  bom 
a  daughter,  Dorothy  I'.,  whose  liirth  oeeurred 
September  IS,  1!M)U. 

Mr.  Donalds(ui,  whosi'  wiirth  and  ability  are 
rceognixed  by  his  fellow  townsmen,  has  l>een 
ealled  to  serve  as  wehool  direilor,  having  occu- 
pied the  jiosition  for  two  years,  lie  votes  with 
the  Democracy  and  W  interested  in  the  growth 
ami  uiihuihling  of  the  parly,  keeping  well  iiL- 
formeil  on  the  ipiestioiis  and  issues  of  the  day. 
His  wife  is  a  member  of  the  CundMTland  Pres- 

|ieo])le  of  the  I'onimuuity,  lia\ing  many  warm 
friends  in   Menard  .■oiintv. 


JIIXiK   MILTON'  B.  IIAUHISON. 

.Judge  Milton  B.  Harris.m,  who  died  Xo- 
vendier  ■»!,  I!l0!.  was  one  of  the  most  dislin- 
-ui-^hed  iawy.Ts  ihat  lias  ever  practiced  at  the 
Menard  county  bar.  \o  |.olitieal  pref.Tment 
..r  our.'  place  'eaii  ever  add  to  the  |")wer  or  in- 


crcasi'  the  honor  which  belongs  to  a  true  and 
educated  lawyer.  It  is  well  known  that  the 
peace  and  prosperity  of  every  coniniunity,  in 
fact,  of  the  nation,  depends  upon  a  wise  inter- 
pretation as  well  as  upon  a  judicious  franiing 
of  the  law.  A  well  known  jurist  of  Illinois 
said,  "Jn  the  American  state  the  great  and 
good  lawyer  must  always  Ix;  prominent,  for  he 
is  one  of  the  forces  that  control  society." 
Judge  Harrison  ranked  with  the  distinguished 
representatives  of  the  Menard  county  bar  and 
always  stood  as  a  safe  conservator  of  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  the  people.  He  was  tiic  de- 
fender of  popular  interest.^  the  cham|)ion  of 
freedom  regulated  by  law  and  the  firm  sup- 
])orter  of  good  government.  Moreover,  he  was 
one  of  the  native  pioneer  sons  of  Menard  oiiin- 
ty,  Illinois,  and  it  is  therefore  with  signal 
consistency  that  we  present  the  record  of  his 
career.  His  was  a  life  of  nuirked  fidelity  to 
duty,  of  exceptional  ability  and  comprehensive 
understanding  of  the  principles  of  jurispru- 
dence. He  stood  as  the  arbitrater  of  justice, 
was  impartial,  of  well  balanced  intellect,  was 
thoroughly  familiar  with  the  law.  [lossessed  an 
analytical  nnnd  and  also  a  self-control  that  en- 
abled him  to  lose  his  individuality,  his  [M'rsonal 
feelings,  his  jirejudice  and  liis  peculiarities  of 
disposition  in  the  dignity,  impartiality  and 
e<|uity  of  the  office  to  which  life,  property,  right 
and  liberty  must  look   for  protection. 

Jlilton  Bryant  Harrison  was  born  June  7, 
1H24,  on  the  old  family  homestead  now  owned 
iiy  Harry  Houghton,  south  of  the  city  of  Peters- 
burg. He  was  a  s(m  of  Kzekiel  Brian  Harri- 
son, a  minister,  who  was  born  in  A'irginia. 
July  lit,  i;8(i.  The  mother,  who  bore  Hie 
nuiidcn  nauu'  of  .\nn  James  Bell,  was  born  in 
the  same  state.  June  14,  1799.  His  paternal 
grandparents  were  Kzekiel  H.  and  Mary 
(Brian)  Harrison,  also  natives  of  Virginia. 
llis  parents  were  imtrried  in  Rockingham  coun- 
ty of  the  Old  Dominion  and  removed  with  their 
family  in  1H'J;(  to  Menard  county.  They  had 
ten  children,  of  whom  Mre.  Kuwh  Megrcdy 
is  now  the  only  surviving  memln'r. 

Jiid^e  Harrison  liegan  bis  education  in  a  log 
sehoolhouse  at  Old  Salem.  The  little  "temple 
of  learning"  had  slab  seats  ii[>on  wooden  l>egs. 
oil    paper   taking  the    place   of    window    glass. 
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and  tlic  room  wag  lieatcd  liy  an  iiiiiiientic  (irt- 
pliitr.  'I'lie  ti'iK-lii'c  was  Menter  (Jraliaiii.  His 
Mx.oii(l  ti'adii-r  was  Tlioiiias  J.  Nance,  wlio  liold 
#way  in  au  uhirt  nwm  in  tln'  ri'sldciK-e  of 
. lames  (Joidsliv  and  Jud^'p  Harrison  wat^  then 
>i'\eii  vcar^  of  ago.  His  third  toai-h(T  was  S. 
S];a;rgs  and  the  scIiodI  was  lield  in  a  vacant 
lioiisi'  on  (!oI(Isl>y"s  farm.  Jli-  aftenvord  oon- 
liiHU'd  his  stiidicii  in  a  room  in  tlif  residence 
of  Jc-^se  Maltl.y.  ilie  teacher  Mn^  Jlis.s  Bonney. 
The  next  sHhm)!  wliich  lie  altonded  was  taught 
in  a  vacjiiit  !nnisii  on  the  farm  of  liis  limtiicr, 
.lohii  ]larrison.  tlif  teaclicr  Wma  Miss  Kniily 
t'liaiidler,  wlio  was  also  Ijis  tirsr  SnTiday-sc-hnol 
teacliiT.  Again  Ite  hecanie  a  student  under 
Mentcr  ({raliam  at  tlu-  Tlanlslu^ll  Haiitit^t 
fhureii.  followed  hy  study  under  l.cwi^  B. 
Wynne.  At  the  age  of  nine  years  lie  atti^ridod 
llic  Fanner*;  Point  school,  the  building  having 
Wn  crcch-d  hy  ids  fatluT.  H.  H.  Harris<.n. 
J.s>e  Titalthy  and  James  B.  (loldshy.  Sr.  and 
others.  His  suhse([ucnt  teachcvs  wci-e  .1.  F. 
Uarrison.  John  (h)ldsl.y  and  It.  j.ightfonl. 
I^tiT  he  attended  school  in  Pctcrsliurg,  wIuto 
ho  leceived  instruction  fmni  F.  McCarty  and 
<■.  B.  Waldo.  He  was  also  a  .-^Indent  imdir 
AV.  C.  Pierce  at  Lick  f'nvk  in  Sangiiun>n 
county  and  it  was  in  that  locality  near  l-oanii 
that  lie  taught  his  first  school  in  184(1.  While 
a  student  in  early  lioyhood  he  studied  his  s|)ell- 
iug  at  night  hy  the  light  of  th.>  )>iiu'  knols. 
for  there  were  too  many  others  in  the  faiiiily 
sitting  around  tlie  tallosv  candle  for  I  he 
yimnger  memlici-s  of  the  household  to  gel  near 
the  lijtht.  While  teaching  school  h<-  studied 
law  at  night  just  lo  know  it  and  |irofitai>ly 
einjiioyod  Ids  time,  while  keeiiing  u|)  his  haliit 
of  remaining  home  ovciiings  while  other  young 
men  playi'd  games  "out."  Later  he  conducted 
a  tanyard  and  a  hrickyard  on  land  wist  of  his 
hotuo.  He  afterward  turned  his  attention  to 
the  bakery  business  in  1847  in  Petersburg  in 
connection  with  Ocorge  Davidson  and  con- 
ducted this  until  the  fall  of  1818.  when  he 
sold  out.  In  tiip  s|)ringof  IKin.  when  twenty- 
five  years  of  age,  he  entered  into  ])artnersbi[i 
with  J.  F.  Harrison,  with  whmn  he  renuiincd 
fur  a  year,  after  which  he  engaged  in  teaching 
school.  From  18ri;!  until  l«r..^>  he  was  again 
with  J.  !■'.  Harrison  as  a  merchant  of  Peters- 


burg and  later  was  with  C.  L.  Cariiian,  who 
was  snuwled  by  his  brother,  E.  «,  F.  Uarri- 
soiv.  This  ]iarlnorship  lasted  for  t«'o  yeara, 
when  .Judge  Harrison  iiurdiased  his  brother's 
interest-  !!<■  was  again  with  J.  F.  Harrison 
from  lH(l.->  until  I8C.!I,  and  was  with  Jl.  F. 
Moore  from  I8i;!t  until  18r;i.  under  the  finn 
name  of  Harrison  &  Moore.  For  some  time 
he  was  thus  assm'iated  with  mercantile  inter-  ' 
ests  and  dis|)laycd  excellent  business  ability  and 
executive  force.  He  was  also  called  to  public 
duties,  hcing  made  deputy  collector  of  internal 
reveniie  of  the  ninth  congr<s-ional  district  of 
Illinois  under  W.  U.  (inen.  On  the  -^Otii  of 
Janmiry,  isru.  he  was  appointed  colleelor  of 
internal  revenue  by  Abraham  Lincoln,  which 
oHice  be  IJlletl  until  failing  health  compeUed 
him  to  risign.  During  a  part  of  that  time  be 
made  an  enrollment  for  Menard  county  of 
the  persons  subject  to  draft  aiul  was  himself 
enrolled  in  both  llcnard  and  Fulton  counties. 
It  was  his  earnest  desire  to  go  to  the  front 
in  defense  of  tliC  I'nion  and  the  old  Hag,  hut 
his  health  would  not  permit.  He.  Iioivevcr. 
was  a  most  ])atriolic  and  loyal-sjiiriled  man  and 
rlid  everything  in  his  power  at  home  to  jiro- 
motc  the  progress  of  the  war  anrl  secure  the 
triumph  of  the  I'nion  arms. 

Judge  Harrison  finally  ilcehled  to  try  farm- 
ing ill  order  that  the  outdoor  exercise  might 
prove  beneficial  io  his  health,  which  had  bc- 
conic  greatly  impaired  during  the  close  eon- 
lineinent  in  tlie  slierilfs  oHice.  For  several 
years  he  followed  agricultural  jinrsuils  west 
of  Springfielil  and  in  188:i  he  removed  with 
his  family  to  Fureka  Springs.  Arkansas,  in 
the  hope  of  iH'ing  benefited  physically,  for  his 
licaltli  was  still  in  a  prmirioiis  condition. 
After  thirteen  mimths  among  the  mountains 
and  springs  in  that  jiart  of  the  e(nintrv  he  re- 
turm-d  with  his  family  to  the  farm,  whn-e  they 
resided  for  a  few  months  and  then  established 
his  home  in  Petcrslnirg  in  order  that  he  might 
educate  his  daughters  in  the  city.  'I'lierc  he 
resided  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
occurred  on  Thanksgiving  evening  at  8:20, 
Xovember  24.  1!!04.  Tims  jiassed  away  a  man 
of  unimpeachaljlc  character.  His  jih'  was  a 
rewrd   of   honi'sty.    justice,    patience,    urbanity 


ml  industrv 


Dig:izcd^y  V-H.Hr 


.gle 


PAST  AND    PRESENT    OF    MENARD    COUNTY 


Judge  Harrison's  political  support  was  ever 
given  to  tlie  Republican  party.  In  1846,  when 
twenty-two  years  of  age,  he  cast  his  first  vote 
for  Abraham  Lincoln,  then  a  candidate  for 
congress.  He  had  been  acquainted  with  Lin- 
coin  at.  Old  Salem  wlicn  the  martyred  presi- 
dt!nt  there  worked  in  a  mill,  to  which  Judge 
Harrison  would  often  carry  corn  on  hoischack 
to  be  ground.  He  again  voted  for  Lincoln  in 
18G0,  when  he  became  candidate  for  the  presi- 
dency. 

Judge  Harrison  was  married  to  ilrs.  Mel- 
drum  Sutton,  nee  Hunter,  on  New  Year's  eve 
at  Jacksonville  Centenary  church  just  at  the 
close  of  a  watch  meeting  in  1870.  Her  death 
occurred  October  2,  18!)9,  and  thus  lie  survived 
her  for  five  years.  She  had  licen  a  fitting  com- 
panion of  her  husband,  possessing  a  bright, 
sunny  disposition,  combined  with  a  quiet,  mod- 
est demeanor.  She  was  educated  in  Jackson- 
ville Academy.  She  was  a  kind  and  loving 
wife  and  mother  and  had  a  host  of  warm 
friends.  Her  interests  centered  in  her  home, 
which  was  justly  celebrated  for  its  hospital- 
itj',  and  because  of  her  many  good  traits  of 
character  she  was  beloved  by  all  who  knew  her. 
Unto  Judge  and  Mrs.  Harrison  were  born  two 
children.  M.  H.  Belle  is  now  the  wife  of  Bar- 
ton S.  Osbom,  who  resides  on  a  farm  four 
miles  south  of  Petersburg,  and  they  have  two 
children,  George  Harrison  and  Ernest  Bar- 
ton. Miss  Frances  Harrison,  the  younger 
daughter,  is  also  a  resident  of  Menard  county. 

Judge  Harrison  became  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  diureJi  when  fourteen  years  of  age, 
a  society  being  formed  at  his  home,  and  lived 
a  consistent  Christian  life,  being  an  earnest 
worker  in  bolialf  of  the  cause  of  religion  and 
of  education.  In  fact,  he  stood  as  the  cham- 
pion of  every  measure  which  he  believed  would 
contribute  to  the  general  good.  The  beautiful 
new  ilethodist  church  west  of  the  square  is  a 
fitting  monument  to  his  untiring  efforts  in 
tlic  work  for  his  Master.  In  private  life  he 
was  distinguished  by  all  that  marked  the  true 
gentleman.  His  was  a  noble  character,  one 
that  subordinated  jiersonal  ambition  to  public 
good  and  sought  rather  the  benefit  of  others 
than  the  aggrandizement  of  self.  Tn  Menard 
county,  where  he  spent  almost  his  entire  life, 


he  was  numbered  among  the  most  honored  citi- 
zens and  received  the  litgliest  regard  and  esteem 
of  people  of  all  classes.  It  was  his  earnest 
wish — often  expressed — that  his  accounts  might 
be  settled  for  both  this  world  and  the  next 
and  that  he  might  owe  no  man  anything  when 
he  died.  Justice  and  right  permeated  his  en- 
tire career.  He  was  a  kind,  loving  and  indul- 
gent husband  and  father  and  his  splendid  qual- 
ities so  endeared  him  to  those  with  whom  he 
came  in  contact  that  at  his  death  Menard 
county  mourned  the  loss  of  one  of  its  most 
honored  and  representative  citizens. 


AECHIE  S.  KIXCAID. 
Archie  S'.  Kincaid,  whose  fine  modern  resi- 
dence stands  in  the  midst  of  a  well-improved 
tract  of  land  constituting  one  of  the  fine  farms 
of  township  18,  is  a  representative  of  the 
younger  generation  of  agriculturists  who  are 
proving  to  what  a  high  state  of  development 
the  land  of  Menard  county  can  be  brought 
through  modem  farming  methods.  A  native 
of  this  county,  he  was  bom  February  24,  ISTT. 
and  is  a  son  of  John  A.  and  Etta  G.  (Sim]>- 
son)  Kincaid,  who  are  also  natives  of  Slenard 
county,  the  father  bom  March  24,  1845,  and 
the  mother  April  8,  1845.  In  his  youth  John 
A.  Kincaid  sssisted  his  father  in  breaking  the 
prairie  land  with  ox  teams  and  otherwise  as- 
sisted in  the  arduous  task  of  developing  a  new 
farm.  He  was  but  twelve  years  of  age  when 
the  schoolhouse  at  Indian  Point  was  built,  and 
he  hauled  the  water  that  was  used  in  mixing 
the  mortar.  He  was  about  twenty  years  of 
ago  when  he  went  to  Iowa,  where  he  became 
connected  with  the  cattle  industry,  assisting  in 
driving  cattle  from  that  state  to  Illinois.  He 
was  thus  engaged  for  two  years.  The  cattle 
thus  brought  to  ^fenard  countv'  were  fed  by 
his  father  and  others  and  afterward  sold  in  the 
city  markets.  His  father  was  extensively  en- 
gaged in  feeding  both  cattle  and  hogs,  bavins 
from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  head 
of  cattle  each  year.  John  A.  Kincaid  remained 
at  home  until  twenty-five  or  twenty-six  years 
of  age,  when  he  began  farming  for  himself, 
ami  for  many  years  he  figured  as  one  of  the 
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more  progresBive  and  successful  agriculturists 
of  this  coonly.  At  the  age  of  twenty-eight 
years  he  married  Miss  Etta  G.  Simpson,  and 
they  began  their  domestic  life  on  his  farm. 
He  continued  to  carry  on  the  work  of  the 
farm  until  1895,  when,  in  order  to  educaie 
his  children,  he  removed  to  Champaign,  whore 
he  lived  until  1902,  when  he  took  up  his  abode 
in  Springfield,  where  he  is  now  living  a  re- 
tired life.  Id  1897  he  met  with  the  misfor- 
tune of  losing  his  right  hand  in  a  planer, 
being  engaged  in  the  planing-mill  business  in 
Champaign  at  that  time.  After  the  accident 
he  sold  his  planing-mill  and  removed  to 
Springfield,  where  he  is  now  enjoying  a  well- 
merited  rest  from  further  labor. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  A.  Kincaid  have 
been  bom  eight  children,  four  sons  and  four 
daughters:  Charles  H.,  who  was  bom  May 
8,  1875,  and  is  now  living  in  Arkansas;  Archie 
S.;  Laura,  who  was  bom  October  20,  1879, 
and  is  living  at  home  with  her  parents ;  Prank 
B.,  who  was  born  September  10,  1880.  and 
who  has  recently  returned  from  the  Philip- 
pines, having  served  as  a  member  of  Troop  A, 
Fifteenth  United  States  Cavalry;  Hugh  S., 
who  was  bom  October  23,  1882,  and  is  living 
in  Colorado:  Edna  M.,  bom  August  23,  1885^ 
Maud,  bom  June  12,  1888,  and  Pearl,  born 
May  9,  1891,  all  at  home. 

Archie  S.  Kincaid  was  provided  with  liberal 
educational  privileges.  After  attending  the 
public  schools  at  Indian  Point  he  attended  the 
high  school  at  Champaign,  Illinois,  from 
which  he  was  graduated,  and  then  entered  the 
State  University  there,  in  which  institution 
his  education  was  completed,  well  qualifying 
him  for  the  conduct  of  his  business  interc?t!< 
and  the  discharge  of  life's  practical  and  re- 
sponsible duties.  He  was  always  interested  in 
athletics,  and  while  attending  the  high  school 
was  a  member  of  the  football  team  and  also 
of  the  Athletic  Association.  The  Champaign 
was  the  champion  high  school  team  of  the 
state  and  Mr.  Kincaid  won  several  medals  in 
athletic  meets. 

After  completing  his  education  Mr.  Kin- 
caid purchased  his  brother's  interest  in  some 
live  stock  and  farm  implements,  which  he  had 
owned    conjointly   with   Jack    Flanigan,    with 


whom  our  subject  remained  in  partnership  for 
a  year.  Their  business  relationship  was  then 
dissolved  and  Mr.  Kincaid  has  since  been  in 
business  alone,  raising  cattle,  hogs  and  horses. 
He  is  also  extensively  engaged  in  the  raising 
of  grain  and  soils  from  two  to  three  thousatid 
bushels  of  corn  and  from  ton  to  fifteen  liun- 
dred  bushels  of  oats  each  year.  He  has  just 
completed  a  commodious  modern  residence 
upon  his  farm,  which  was  built  after  plans 
which  he  drew  and  which  is  one  of  the  most  at- 
tractive homes  of  his  part  of  the  county. 

Mr.  Kincaid  married  Miss  Idella  Mellingor, 
ii  daughter  of  William  C.  and  Jennie  (Wig- 
gins) Mellinger.  Her  father,  born  December 
8,  1848,  is  still  living,  but  her  mother  died 
August  33,  1888.  Both  were  natives  of  Sanga- 
mon county  and  Mr.  Mellinger  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools  there  and  remained  at  home 
with  hie  parents  until  twenty-two  years  of  age, 
after  which  he  began  farming  on  his  own  ac- 
count, and  has  continued  in  this  business  down 
to  the  present  time,  now  operating  two  hun- 
dred acres  of  land  in  Menard  county.  He 
has  also  engaged  in  the  raising  of  hogs  and 
cattle  and  has  a  good  property,  which  his  la- 
bors have  made  a  profitable  investment.  Unto 
him  and  his  wife  were  bom  four  children: 
Idella,  born  October  5,  1880;  Clarence,  horn 
January  17,  1883;  Annie,  born  August  29, 
1885;  and  Florence,  August  21,  1887.  After 
losing  his  first  wife  Mr.  Mellinger  married 
Mrs,  Anna  L,  Cantrall,  and  they  have  one  son, 
Sherman  S.,  bom  December  14,  1891. 

Mr,  and  Mrs,  Kincaid  are  well  known  in 
social  circles,  having  many  friends,  and  they 
enjoy  the  unqualified  regard  of  all  who  know 
them.  In  politics  Mr,  Kincaid  is  a  Hepublican 
and  in  public  matters  he  is  interested,  espe- 
cially where  they  have  direct  bearing  upon  the 
county  and  its  welfare. 


WALTER  S.  TAYLOR,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Walter  Sherwood  Taylor,  who  ia  engaged 
in  the  general  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery 
in  Tallnla.  was  born  on  the  8th  of  July,  1873, 
in  the  town  of  Milo,  Bureau  county,  Illinois. 
He  is  a  son  of  Dr.  William  L.  and  Emma  H,  i 
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(Joiiks)  Tiiylor.  The  Taylor  family  is  of 
Scotch-Irish  origin  iiiul  Dr.  William  L.  Tavlor 
wan  ijorii  ill  Ki'iitiieky,  wliore  he  spent  Die  days 
of  his  tiovhooil  aiid  youth.  Frt'pariiif^  for  tlie 
practice  of  mctliciiio.  iic  afterwanl  eiiyayeil  in 
|m>fessioiial  (hities  for  sonic  time,  hut  suhse- 
(picTitly  cii^'ii^Tti  in  the  mil-cstatc  hiisim's*;.  lie 
died  ill  St.  Louis.  Jiissoiiri.  in  1«T(;. 

Dr.  W'jiltcr  S.  Taylor,  havinj^  ac(|iiired  a  f;ood 
literary  cdiuiitioii.  eiitercfl  upon  preparation  for 
the  practice  of  incdiciiic  as  a  sindcnt  in  Barms 
Medical  Collc-c  of  St.  I.ouis.  Mi.^sonri.  lie 
was  ^rradualcd  with  the  class  of  ]S1I!I  ami 
opcni'd  an  ollice  at  ('nrran,  Illinois,  imt  after  a 
short  time  ivent  to  Hiilfalo.  this  state.  Suhso- 
(pu'iitly  he  removed  fo  J)envcr,  Colorado,  for 
the  Iieneiit  of  his  own  health,  and  on  tlio  e\- 
|iiration  of  that  period  he  returned  to  Talhilo. 
wliCR'  lie  liveil  for  a  short  time  prior  to  the 
period  of  his  residence  in  the  west.  I'lwn  apiin 
coniinfi  to  Tallula  he  piircliascd  property  and  he 
now  has  a  jiood  [mictiee  in  the  town  and  siir- 
ronndin;.'  country.  He  is  a  mcniher  of  the  Me- 
nard County  Medical  Society  and  the  IIHiiois 
State  Medical  Society.  In  addition  to  iii;.  eol- 
lepiatc  work  he  enjoyed  the  l;cnclit  of  a  year's 
!ios|iital  e.xjMTienee  an.l  he  entered  opon  lhe 
practice  of  medicine  and  sitrfjery  well  ei|ui|i[ied 
for  the  arduous  duties  which  devolve  ii].on  the 
physician.  Tiie  |nihlic  recojinizes  his  ea|ia- 
hility  and  accords  httii  a  liheral  palmnafie. 

On  the  7th  of  June.  18i)9.  Dr.  Taylor  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lillian  -lack,  a 
dauf-hter  of  Benjamin  and  Saiah  C.  .lack,  who 
removed  from  New  Jersey  to  the  west,  scltlinjr 
in  Illinois.  Her  father 'is  now  deeciised.  Imt 
the  nmthcr  still  survives  and  makes  iier  liomc 
with  her  chii.iren.  Mrs.  Taylor  was  Iwirn  in 
BnJfah).  San^rarnon  county.  Illinois,  and  at  the 
usual   aj-'e  entered   lhe   puhMi'  sclu 
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;rrades  until  she  had  c.mplete.l  (he  hifjh  school 
.work.  She  afterward  enjrajied  in  tiiichinj:  for 
three  years  and  was  'then  married.  Shi-  has 
(hree  hrothers  and  three  sisters,  Ida.  Dora,  Car- 
rie, .lohn.  Benjaniin  and  Ivdwin.  ail  of  whom 
are  yi't  livin-r.  T!i.>  home  <.f  Dr.  and  M  rs.  Tay- 
lor has  hcen  hl.-ssed  with  two  children:  Mar- 
jorie.  honi  All-list  K),  IDOtl;  and  -lames  Sher- 
wood, horn  .laniiarv  -M.  19IU. 


Dr.  Taylor  is  a  stalwart  Hcpuhlican.  suji- 
porting  the  party  since  age  gave  to  him  the 
right  of  franchise.  Fraternally  he  is  eoiiuected 
with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  anil  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  and  hoth  he  and  his  wife  are 
menihers  of  the  Christian  ehuich.  He  may 
well  Ik.'  ternicii  one  of  tiic  leading  cilizens  of 
his  cominnnity  hecaitst'  of  the  active  and  help- 
ful support  wliich  he  gives  for  the  iiromotion  of 
ediicaliimal.  niatiria!  ami  moral  interests  of 
Tallula. 


-lOHX  A.  HIDCE. 

.lohn  A.  Itidge,  who  is  meeting  with  fair  suc- 
cess in  ills  farming  hihors  in  :\fenar<l  county, 
was  liorn  in  Scott  county.  Indiana.  March  6, 
IStid,  his  parents  lieing  Samuel  .\.  and  Mary 
(Kcnney)  Ridge.  The  father  was  horn  in  In- 
diana. Oetoher  !l.  ls;iO.  and  came  to  ^lenard 
county  in  ISTu.  hringing  with  him  two  dry- 
goods  ho\es.  containing  the  household  etFecis. 
and  one  hundred  dollar.-!  in  money.  He  worked 
hy  the  day  and  month  for  eight  vears  as  a  farm 
iiand  in  the  cmidoy  of  Colonel  John  Williams 
and  others.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  rented 
land  and  then  carried  on  farming  for  him- 
self for  eighteen  years,  during  a  part  of 
which  time  his  only  son.  John  A.  Ridge, 
worked  with  him.  and  later  he  went  to  live 
with  his  son  and  there  he  was  called  to  his 
limil  rest  May  1.  1!»<H.  tlie  fnneral  services 
luing  conducted  hy  the  Rev.  R.  D.  Miller. 
wIki  has  ollieiated  at  all  such  occasions  for 
the  family.  His  wife  jiassed  away  on  the 
2St!i  of  May,  1K!»(I.  hi  their  family  were  four 
children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters,  inn  John 
A.  is  tile  only  one  now  living.  Susanna  B. 
ilied  March  (i.  IST!);  l>-na  died  July  -iil.  ISSI. 
and   an   infant   son   on   tiie   3Tth  nf  -January. 

is:o. 

John  .\.  Ridgi'  S|)enl  t!ie  lirst  ten  years  of  his 
life  in  the  state  of  ids  nativity  and  th.^n  ac- 
companied his  |Mircnis  on  their  emigration  to 
tlu.  ru-w  world.  His  youth  was  a  perio.i  of 
earnest  and  unremitting  lalmr  in  which  iie  had 
few  advantages.  His  education,  however,  was 
aci|Uired  in  the  puh!ic  schools,     .\fler  arriving 
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at  years  of  maturity  he  was  married  to  MisB 
Mary  E.  Reed,  a  daughter  of  Ephraim  C.  and 
Ann  Elizabeth  (Gibbs)  Reed.  Her  father 
came  to  Slenard  county  from  Kentucky  in  1834 
with  his  mother  and  her  family  of  children,  his 
father  being  at  that  time  in  the  Mexican  war. 
Ephraim  Reed  was  born  in  Kentuclvy,  October 
28,  1830,  and  when  sixteen  years  of  age  he 
began  work  as  a  farm  hand.  When  twenty- 
one  years  of  age  he  commenced  farming  on  his 
own  account  on  what  has  now  long  been  known 
as  the  old  Reed  homestead.  He  has  added  to 
his  original  purchase  from  time  to  time  until 
he  is  now  one  of  the  extensive  farm  owners  of 
tlie  county,  having  seven  Imndred  acres  of 
arable  land  on  which  many  improvements  have 
been  made.  There  are  five  houses  upon  this 
tract,  all  in  good  condition.  There  arc  also 
a  number  of  substantial  barns  and  other  mod- 
ern efpiipments.  On  the  17th  of  November, 
1853,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Ann  Elizabeth 
Gibbs.  a  daughter  of  William  and  Margaret 
Gibljs  and  with  her  panmts  she  came  to  Illi- 
nois from  Maryland  in  1839.  Her  birth  oc- 
curred in  the  latter  state,  May  31,  1837.  The 
journey  westward  was  made  with  team  and 
they  were  six  weeks  upon  the  way.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Reed  have  two  living  children:  Mary  E., 
bom  in  September,  1858;  and  Edward  C,  who 
was  Iwrn  in  December,  1860,  and  is  now  living 
in  Menard  county.  Those  dtreased  are  Eliza- 
beth Jane,  Katie  Ann,  wife  of  Gus  Jones,  and 
an  infant  unnamed.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reed  are 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  contrib- 
ute generously  to  its  supiwrt  and  take  an  active 
interest  in  its  work.  For  nine  years  or  more 
he  has  been  a  meniljcr  of  the  school  board  and 
the  cause  of  education  finds  in  him  a  warm 
friend.  In  politics  he  is  a  stanch  Republican, 
believing  firmly  in  the  principles  of  the  party. 
He  ranks  today  as  one  of  the  most  pros]»erous 
men  of  the  county  and  he  enjoys  in  high  meas- 
ure the  respect  and  good  will  of  his  fellow 
citizens,  because  he  has  always  bwn  found  re- 
liable in  all  business  transactions,  never  taking 
advantage  of  the  necessities  of  his  fellow  men 
in  any  business  affair. 

The  we<](ling  ceremony  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Riilge  was  performed  l)v  Rev.  R.  1).  Miller  on 
the  24th  of  February,  181)1.  and  four  children 


were  horn  to  them :  Ephraim  and  Samuel, 
twins,  born  February  4,  1896,  both  died  in  in- 
fancy; Mary  E.,  born  April  28,  1899,  also 
died  in  infancy;  John  E.,  bom  June  22,  1901, 
is  the  only  one  living. 

Not  long  after  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs, 
Ridge  removed  to  their  present  home.  They 
have  a  fine  brick  house  surrounded  by  shade 
and  fruit  trees  and  everything  about  the  place 
is  in  excellent  condition,  ilr.  Ridge  is  one 
of  the  largest  stock  feeders  in  the  county  and 
during  tiie  recent  strike  at  the  stock  yards  in 
Chicago  he  shipped  a  carload  of  hogs  to  that 
market.  He  now  has  on  hand  about  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  head  of  hogs,  which  he  is  feed- 
ing for  the  market.  He  owns  in  Menard  coim- 
ty  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  as  fine  land 
as  can  be  found  in  central  Hlinois  and  it  is 
well  known  that  there  is  no  richer  agricultural 
district  in  all  the  country  than  that  of  Menard 
county.  He  is  very  progressive  in  bis  business 
and  he  owes  his  success  entirely  to  his  own 
labors.  He  started  out  without  assistance  and 
has  received  no  aid  from  any  one,  but  has 
worked  on  persistently  and  energetically  and 
is  now  the  owner  of  valuable  farming  property- 
Mr.  Ridge  is  a  member  of  Floral  lodge.  No. 
644.  I.  0.  0.  F.,  at  Athens,  and  the  Modem 
Woodmen  camp  at  Sweetwater.  He  is  iden- 
tified with  the  Republican  party,  politically, 
and  keeps  well  informed  on  the  questions  and 
issues  of  the  day.  He  belongs  to  the  Presby- 
terian church,  while  his  wife  is  a  member  of 
the  Christian  church  and  both  are  widely  and 
favorably  known  in  Menard  county. 


ELIAS  WATKIXS. 


Eiias  Watkins,  whose  famiing  interest;'  claim 
his  time  and  energies  and  return  to  him  a  good 
annual  income,  was  born  September  29,  1870, 
his  jiarents  being  Samuel  and  Mary  (Wool- 
ridge)  Watkins.  He  was  the  fourth  in  ordi^  of 
birth  in  a  family  of  eight  children,  four  sons 
and  four  daughters.  He  began  his  education 
at  Little  Grove  and  was  afterward  graduated 
in  the  Tallula  high  school  with  the  class  of 
1891,  completing  the  course  on  the  2!)th  of  May, 
of  that  year.    He  has  always  engaged  injarm- 
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inft,  liaving  assjiiti.'d  in  the  work  on  the  olil  fam- 
ily lioiiiwitead  in  his  oarly  lioylmod  days.  He 
iH'^rtiii  farming  on  his  own  account  in  cnnncf- 
tioM  with  his  hrother,  Evan  (i.  Watkins.  upon 
their  father's  place  at  Little  Orove,  and  tliere 
he  remained  fi>r  two  years.  Jn  tlie  tall  of  lft03 
he  located  on  his  present  farm,  which  consists 
of  two  hundred  and  twenty  acres  helonginK  to 
his  father.  Tie  owns  an  adjuininj;  eijihty  acres 
and  is  a  very  [irojjressi ve  ajjricidtnri.'^t. 

As  a  coin])ani()n  and  helpmate  on  life's  jour- 
ney Mr.  Watkins  ehosi-  Irene  Louise  Fischer, 
the  weddinjr  lieiii^'  celehrated  Xovemlier  i;i, 
1H!)5.  Her  parents  were  John  0.  and  Berta 
D.  (Wright)  Fischer.  Her  father  was  a  native 
of  (iermany  and  cauiu  to  America  in  IS.'i:!  wJien 
niiieteun  years  of  ajre,  .-iettlinfr  at  Pctershiirg. 
He  had  hcen  educated  in  his  native  country  and 
after  his  arrival  in  the  new  world  he  conducted 
the  first  drug  store  at  Petershur^'.  an  estahlish- 
nient  which  has  had  a  contmuous  existence,  it 
heing  now  the  ]>rO|)erty  of  George  F,  Luth- 
ringer.  He  married  Berta  T),  Wright  and  they 
hecanif  the  parents  of  eight  children,  all  of 
wliom  are  living,  three  sons  and  five  daugliters. 
namely:  Dora,  the  wife  of  Dr.  J.  B.  \'ance, 
a  ]iracticing  physician  of  Springfield,  Illinois; 
Ella,  the  wife  of  K.  E.  Lynns,  who  is  prinei|)al 
of  Brown's  Business  College  at  Danville,  Illi- 
nois; Catherine,  the  wife  of  Dr.  I'au!  Xeweom- 
cr,  a  jdiysician  and  snrgitm  living  in  Denver, 
Colorado;  Irene  Louise:  John  D.,  a  ranchman 
living  at  Landers,  Wyoming,  where  he  has  spent 
five  years;  (ieorge  W.,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
telephone  huginess;  Fnincis  B.,  who  is  at  (lil- 
Ictt,  Wyoming,  where  he  has  hcen  connected 
with  the  sheep  indnstry:  and  Ethel  B-  the  wife 
of  William  Swift,  a  mcchaMi<>  of  Pclershurg. 
liy  whom  she  has  one  sun.  Mrs.  Watkins  is  a 
graduate  of  the  high  school  of  Peterslmrg  of 
the  class  of  1S!i4.  and  the  following  year  she 
was  married, 

Our  sid.jcet  and  his  wife  have  a  wide  and 
favoriiltie  acipiaintariee  in  Mcnaril  county,  where 
they  have  always  reside.l  anil  the  circle  of  their 
fri.'iids  is  constantly  gr'iwJng.  In  iiis  ]»olitieal 
views  he  is  a  Deuimral  aiul  in  XovemU-r. 
lIliiL  wns  eiectid  county  cruiunissioner  hy 
a  majnrity  of  four  hundred  and  twenty 
and    at     llic    i.rcs.-nl     writin-.     in     \ovemUer, 


1!KI4..  is  a  candidate  for  rcK^lection.  Ho  and 
his  wife  lielong  to  the  Ejnscopal  church  in  IV 
tershurg  and  he  is  prominent  in  Masonry.  l>cing 
made  a  Mason  at  Petersburg  in  Xoveml>er. 
1S!I!),  and  now  holding  memiwrshiji  in  Clinton 
lodge.  N'o.  Ill,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  IteWitt  chapter, 
li.  A.  M. :  and  St.  Aldemar  Comniandery.  K. 
T.,  all  of  Peterslmrg,  His  wife  is  also  connect- 
ed with  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star  and  in 
his  daily  life  he  cxemidifies  the  henelicent  spirit 
of  the  craft,  which  has  made  this  the  strongest 
fraternal  organization  of  the  entire  world.  He 
is  also  venerahle  council  of  Atterherry  camp, 
N'o.  11-554.  M.  W.  A. 


THOMAS  KINCAin. 

Thoinas  Kincaid.  one  of  the  honorctl  early 
settlers  of  ^lenard  eonnty.  was  Iwm  in  Bath 
county,  Kentucky,  Octoher  l."i,  1S35,  and  was- 
of  Irish  ancestry.  His  palcrnnl  grandfather. 
Archiliald  IJ.  Kincaid,  was  liora  in  Ireland  and 
on  emigrating  to  America  settled  near  Carlisle, 
Pennsylvania.  There  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Townslcy  and  he  cimtiuued  lo  n-side  in  the 
Cnmherland  valley  of  Pennsylvania  until  n!»-l. 
when  with  his  family  of  ten  children  he  re- 
moved to  Bath  county.  Kentucky, 

Andrew  Kincaid.  the  father  of  our  sid>jcvt. 
was  at  that  time  four  years  of  age.  He  re- 
mained upon  his  father's  farm  until  his  mar- 
riage in  IHIIT.  Jliss  Ann  P.  Caldwell,  a  native 
of  Bath  eonnty,  Kcntncky,  hecouiing  his  wife. 
She  was  horn  in  1787  ami  tejnained  a  resident 
of  Kentucky  nntil  many  years  after  her  mar- 
riage. In  lH;i4  Andrew  Kincaid  came  with  his 
family  to  Hlinois.  settling  in  townshiii  IS. 
:Menard  eonnty,  on  land  which  he  purchase.!  .>f 
Kills  Bransim.  His  family  then  nnmhered  nine 
children,  liut  otic  died  soon  after  the  removal 
to  Hlinois.  After  a  long,  useful  and  honorahle 
career,  Andrew  Kincaid  passed  away  in  1S73 
at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-si\  years. 

In  1S:!4  Thomas  Kincaid  aecomiwnied  his 
].arenls  on  tiicir  removal  to  Illinois.  The  fam- 
ilv  home  was  estahlished  on  a  farm  at  Indian 
Point  and  tlu're  he  siH'nl  his  i.oyhood  days, 
early  I.ecomiiig  familiar  with  the  ar.luous  ta.sk 
of  <le\e!(iping  a  new  farm.     .\s  the  years  |iassed 
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lie  liit'iiiiK'  nil  iiitfiK'Utial  ami  {)n)s[i<T<iuc>  funiier 
i)f  Mt'nanl  couiitv.  extensively  engajjed  in  agri- 
ciiltural  pursuits,  and  by  rtwsdii  of  liis  keen 
hiistiK'ss  abilit\'  lie  amassed  a  considerable)  for- 
tune previous  to  his  retirement  from  active 
Imsiiifss  life,  wliieb  was  necessitated  by  failing 
lu-aitb. 

In  cHrly  manhood  Mr.  Kincaid  married  Miss 
Ludnda  Patterson,  the  wedding  being  cele- 
hratwl  October  IH.  1H49.  The  lady  was  iiorn 
in  Hardin  county.  Ohio,  and  died  A|iril  II). 
lf*I4.  In  their  family  were  seven  children,  of 
Hhniii  two  died  in  infancy.  Those  living  are 
Mrs.  Hattie  Johnson,  the  wife  of  Kirby  S. 
Jiihnson.  who  is  represented  on  another  jiagi" 
of  this  volume :  Ix)uie,  the  wife  of  Harry  R. 
.lones;  I.ucy.  the  wife  of  V.  J.  Hale,  of  Jaek- 
siinville.  Hlinois;  Anna,  the  wife  of  Isaac  Jonw. 
iif  .\s|icn,  Colorado;  and  Lee.  whow  sketch  ap- 
|icHri:  elsewhere  in  this  work. 


(IKOIUil-:  ('.  HOBKRTS. 
licorge  ('.  Roberts,  who  is  filling  the  position 
')f  (Kistniaster  at  (Jreenview  and  is  also  engaged 
in  dealing  in  harness  and  saddlery  there,  was 
Itorn  in  .Athens,  Illinois,  February  3,  ISSS,  his 
pannts  Ix-ing  .Tames  T.  and  Alvira  (Hartwell) 
|['il(ert!i.  The  father  was  boni  November  iH. 
lS:i'i,  in  Winchester,  Virginia,  and  lost  his 
father  when  but  five  years  of  age.  When  a 
ymith  of  ten  years  he  became  a  resident 
»(  Athens,  Illinois,  where  he  attended  school 
for  alMnit  five  years  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen 
111'  was  taken  to  the  Mexican  war  as  a  bugler 
by  his  uncle,  ,1.  B.  Backenstoe.  After  seven 
months"  s":'rvice  he  was  sent  home  with  two  of- 
ticiTS.  Captain  Bradford  and  Lieutenant  Bar- 
rett. Mr.  Hoberts  did  not  return  to  the  scene 
"f  I'OuHict.  but  soon  afterward  began  learning 
ilie  blacksmith's  trade,  in  whieli  lie  l>ecame  an 
excellent  workman,  following  that  pursuit  con- 
tinuously until  the  country  liecame  involved  in 
civii  war.  On  the  Gth  of  August,  ISli'^.  he  en- 
lisled  as  a  member  of  Company  K,  One  Hun- 
dreil  and  Fifteenth  Illinois  Infantry,  and  par- 
lii-ii»ated  in  a  number  of  very  important  en- 
pigeuients,  including  the  battles  of  Lookout 
Mountain,  Chattanooga,  Chickamauga,  Sjiring 


Hill,  the  two  battles  of  Nashville.  Frank- 
lin, Uesaca.  Tunnell  Hill,  Buzzard's  Roost 
and  Dalton.  .lu.-t  after  the  liattle  of 
Chickamauga  there  was  an  order  sent  to 
his  captain  to  have  the  regiment  fall  in 
line  and  a  call  was  issued  for  a  voluntwr  to 
go  lack  to  Bridge[K)rt,  Tennessee,  a  distance  of 
twenty-five  miles,  for  the  pay  rolls,  which  were 
in  the  desk  of  the  company.  Xo  member  of  the 
regiment  volunteered  and  the  officers  would  not 
detail  a  man.  Mr.  Roberts  then  asked  the  cap- 
tain what  the  call  had  been  made  for,  and  when 
told  be  offered  to  go  if  they  would  furnish  him 
a  lu)rsc.  He  started  tliat  day  and  at  night  he 
was  on  top  of  the  mountain.  Seeing  a  cabin,  he 
made  liiii  way  to  it  and  found  that  it  contained 
an  old  couple,  man  and  wife,  who  were  Union 
people.  He  gave  them  his  rations  and  asked 
them  to  prepare  supper  for  him.  He  then 
started  in  searcli  of  food  for  his  horse.  The  old 
man  sent  him  a  uiile  and  a  half  to  get  corn  and 
told  him  that  the  rebel  cavalry  were  in  that 
locality  each  day  anil  to  be  on  the  lookout. 
While  Mr.  RolH'rts  was  on  one  side  of  the  corn- 
erib  live  rebel  cavalry  men  were  on  the  other 
side,  and  while  they  were  getting  their  corn  he 
made  his  eseajic  i)y  crawling  through  the  grass  on 
hi.>r  hands  and  knees  for  a  distance  of  two  hun- 
dred yards.  However,  he  ri'turncd  to  the  cabin 
in  safety  and  there  partook  of  his  supjH'r.  which 
was  ]in'pan'd  of  cold  coon,  hardtack  and  cof- 
fee. The  old  couple  offered  him  a  betl  at  nigiif, 
but  he  preferre<l  to  slee])  in  the  woods  and  the 
next  morning  he  started  again  on  his  jonruev- 
Ile  reached  the  foot  of  the  mountain  at  twelve 
o'clock  and  at  Seijuasiaville  he  saw  a  general 
and  other  ofliicers  at  a  cabin  door.  The  general 
hailed  him  and  asked  him  where  he  was  going,  , 
and  on  replying  to  the  (piestion  he  was  re- 
(juesttKl  to  show  his  pass.  He  was  there  delayed 
over  a  day  and  a  half  until  the  general  found 
out  where  he  had  come  from  and  such  informa- 
tion coni-crning  the  road,  for  tliey  were  on  their 
way  to  the  camp  which  Mr.  Rolierts  had  left 
and  had  been  misdin'cted.  General  I^ngstreet 
and  his  nu'ii  were  just  across  the  river,  and 
when  Mr.  Roberts  rode  along  the  mountain  side 
he  had  to  keep  his  horse  between  the  rebel 
troops  and  himself.  His  horse  was  shot  once, 
but  he  continued  on  his  way.     Ho  traveled  the 
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R'Tiiaindor  of  that  day  and  at  niyht  arrived 
at  Bridfjt'port,  where  he  camped  witli  si'voii 
invalid  Union  men.  The  next  morning  he  over- 
hauled the  desk,  procured  the  papers  that  were 
wanted  and  he  also  found  the  com))any's  flag, 
which  lie  put  in  his  knaj)saek.  He  then  started 
to  return  to  camp,  slept  in  the  wooils  that  night 
and  the  next  day  about  three  o'clock  reached  his 
destination.  He  was  discharged  as  a  drum 
major  and  the  flag  which  he  brought  hack  was 
given  to  him  and  is  still  in  his  possession.  He 
was  honorably  discharged  June  11,  18G5,  at 
Oamp  Harker,  Tennessee,  following  tJie  close 
of  hostilities,  and  then  returned  to  Athens,  Hli- 
nois,  where  he  again  engaged  in  hlaeksmitbing. 
He  followed  thai  pursuit  there  until  December, 
IHliS,  when  lie  came  to  Oreenview  and  estab- 
lished a  blaeksuiilh  shop,  which  he  conducted 
successfnlly  until  failing  health  caused  him  to 
retire  from  the  business  in  1884.  In  early  man- 
hood be  had  married  Miss  Alvira  Hartwetl,  who 
was  born  in  A'igo  county,  Indiana,  July  21, 
1834.  They  had  three  children:  Maria  Ann, 
now  the  wife  of  I.  H.  Primm,  of  Mason  City, 
Illinois;  Marcie  E.,  who  married  Thomas 
Brewer,  and  died  February  i-i.  1898;  and 
CJeorge  C.  The  parents  are  mernkTs  of  the 
Christian  church  and  thev  reside  at  Greenview. 
where  they  have  many  warm  friends, 

fieorge  ('.  lioberts  was  educated  in  the  schools 
of  Gn-enview  and  at  the  age  of  si.xteen  years 
began  learning  the  harness-maker's  trade,  which 
he  followed  as  an  employe  until  1«81.  In  that 
year  he  hegan  liusiness  for  hiinself.  a  few  doors 
north  of  his  present  location,  and  he  has  since 
conducted  harn<'ss  and  saddlery  making,  secur- 
ing a  good  patronage,  which  makes  his  business 
pn)(ita!)le.  In  Dei-ember,  lilOO,  he  was  ap- 
pointed postmaster  of  Greenview  and  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  that  oltiee  in  coimeclion 
with  his  commercial  interests.  He  has  like- 
wise been  a  member  of  the  town  board  and  the 
school  hoard,  and  in  his  political  affiliation  he 
is  a  stanch  Republican,  never  failing  to  exer- 
cise his  right  of  frandiisi'  in  sup[M>rt  of  the  men 
and  measiin's  of  that  party. 

On  the  IDth  of  March.  18SI.  Mr.  Roherts  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Hattie  K.  Cleveland, 
11  daughter  ..f  Charles  ami  Ann  Wood  Clevc- 
hind,  the  fornier  a  native  of  Vermont  and  the 


latter  of  Illinois,  but  both  are  now  dfreeased. 
Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roberts  have  km  bum 
nine  chihiren:  Ktta  May.  born  March  i:i. 
1882,  died  April  2,  ]8ill ;  Pearl  K.  and  Earl  E.. 
twins,  bom  July  1!).  18«4.  died  on  the  latii  ami 
Kith  of  August,  ]88").  respei-tively ;  Hersdiel. 
born  Ai)nl  11,  188.'j,  is  in  partnership  with  his 
father  in  the  harness  business;  Harry  1'.,  l>oru 
August  2t'>,  1887,  is  at  home;  fern,  born  De- 
cember 21,  1891,  James  T.,  born  March  30, 
18!)3,  Don>thy  Marie,  Iwrn  January  14,  1899, 
and  .\nn  I-ourse,  l)orn  April  2,  191)2,  are  all  at 
home. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rolwrts  hold  nicti 
the  Christian  church  and  are  dwpl_i 
in  all  that  pertains  to  the  moral  as 
material  developnu'ut  of  their  con 
ternally  Jlr.  Roberts  is  connected 
Modern  Woodmen  camp.  No.  178;  with  Gn-en- 
view  lodge,  \o.  (i.W,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.i  and  ais.. 
the  Fraternal  Life  Reserve.  He  has  spent  bis 
entire  life  in  this  part  of  the  state  and  has  be- 
come a  substantial  business  man  of  Greenvii^w. 
his  siicci'ss  being  largely  duo  to  the  fact  that 
he  has  continuously  engaged  in  the  business 
in  which  as  a  young  tradesman  he  embarked. 
gaining  a  contprehensive  knowledge  thereof, 
which  has  resulted  in  excellent  workmanship 
and  secured  a  likTal  patronage. 
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A.  W.  HARTLEY. 
A.  \V.  Hartley,  who  fiir  fourteen  years  has 
been  connected  with  the  office  <if  county  clerk, 
twelve  years  as  deputy  and  two  years  as  su- 
perior officer,  was  lM>rn  in  Rock  ("reek  precinci 
of  Menard  county,  on  the  20tb  of  June.  18.")4. 
He  i-oincs  of  English  lineage  ami  represents 
an  old  English  family  that  was  established  in 
Anu'rica  ]irior  to  the  Revolutionary  war.  His 
grandfather,  Eli  Hartley,  was  liorn  in  Adair 
county.  Kentucky,  on  the  29th  of  Jnly.  nilil. 
and  in  early  manhooti  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Nancy  Hamilton,  a  daughter  of  James 
Hamilton,  of  Kentucky,  .\fter  the  birth  of  two 
of  their  children  they  removed  to  Illinois. 
settling  in  Brown  county,  where  two  other 
children  were  added  to  the  family.  The  mother 
diiil    sunn    afterward      u|)on    the    home    farm. 
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whidi  was  situated  Dear  Clayton.  UlinoiP.  At 
a  later  date  the  grandfather  removed  to  Garden 
Prairie,  Menard  eounty,  where  he  established 
his  honje  in  1850,  there  resiiling  iintii  his 
death,  which  ix'curre<l  on  the  13th  of  Deeeiiiber. 
ISiO,  He  wap  prominent  and  inftiicntial  in 
piiblte  affairs  and  he  sened  for  fourteen  years, 
from  18-^o  until  1H3!>,  as  jtistiec  of  the  peatv 
for  Brown  county.  He  was  a  man  of  unbiased 
judgment  and  his  doeislons  were  never  reversed 
in  the  higher  eoiirte.  Ho  ranked  high  in  the 
estimation  of  his  fellow  townsmen  and  he  was 
partieiilarly  eapabic  in  office,  having  a  logical 
and  analytical  mind.  Had  he  confined  his  at- 
tention e.xehisively  to  the  law  lie  would  un- 
doubtedly have  attained  notable  sHcces>f. 

Xathau  Hartley,  the  father  of  A.  W.  Hart- 
ley, was  bom  in  Kentucky,  but  was  reared  in 
Brown  county,  Illinois.  He  married  Artemisia 
Duncan,  a  native  of  ^fcnard  coiinty,  and  they 
lifgan  their  domestic  life  upon  the  farm  on 
which  their  son.  A.  W.  Hartley,  was  bom. 
For  many  years  the  father  carried  on  agricul- 
tural pursuits  there  with  good  success,  c-on- 
tinuin<;  his  fanning  operations  up  to  the  time 
of  his  death,  which  occurred  on  the  23d  of  Oc- 
tol)er,  1903.  The  homestead  place  is  located 
about  seven  miles  south  of  Petersburg  and  is 
still  in  possession  of  the  family,  Mr.  Hartley 
was  a  public-spirited  man.  interested  in  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  county  and  its  further  im- 
provement and  he  filled  a  number  of  township 
positions  in  a  capable  and  acceptable  manner. 
In  the  family  were  five  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters, and  four  sons  and  one  daughter  are  now 
living,  at  this  writing  in  the  fall  of  1004. 

A.  \V.  Hartley,  the  eldest  of  the  family,  ac- 
quired his  elementary  e<lucation  in  the  district 
seliDols  and  by  reading  and  observation  has  ad- 
ded largely  to  his  knowledge.  He  engaged  in 
teaching  school  in  early  manhood,  but  regard- 
ing this  merely  as  an  initiatory  step  for  further 
professional  labor,  for  it  was  his  desire  to  be- 
come a  member  of  the  bar  and  in  the  fall  of 
188.5  he  began  reading  law  in  the  office  and 
under  the  direction  of  T.  \V.  McXeely.  He 
oontinued  bis  studies  until  May,  1888.  wlu-n 
tic  sueeessfully  passed  an  e.\amination  for  iid- 
mi^ion  to  the  bar.  He  then  entered  Ihe 
foiinty  building  as  deputy  clerk   in   the  office 


of  the  county  clerk  in  the  fall  of 
IKIIO  anil  i  is  .•services  were  so  acivptahle  that 
he  was  continued  in  that  position  until  1902, 
when  he  was  elected  county  clerk,  in  which  ca- 
pacity he  is  now  si-rving. 

On  the  25th  of  .luue,  18'J1,  Mr.  Hartley  wa^ 
married  to  Miss  Margaret  .\.  Bone,  a  native  of 
Menard  county  and  a  daughter  of  K.  L.  Bone. 
They  now  have  one  son,  Paul  Bone.  Mr. 
Hartley  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  loilge  and 
also  of  the  Modem  Woodmen  camp  at  I'etei-s- 
luirg.  He  is  a  representative  of  an  honored 
pioneer  family  and  l)ecausc  of  this  and  also  by 
reason  of  his  personal  worth  he  deserves  rep- 
resentation in  this  volume. 


CHAKI.KST.  ROGERS. 

The  old  Rogers  homestead  in  Menard  county 
was  the  birthplace  of  Charles  T.  Rogers.  Ms 
natal  day  In'ing  .Tune  Hi.  1807.  He  is  a  son  of 
S.  T.  and  Melinda  (TrumlKi)  Rogers,  who  were 
also  natives  of  this  county,  a  fact  which  indi- 
cates that  liotb  the  Rogers  and  Trunibo  families 
were  established  in  this  part  of  the  stat<'  in 
early  pioneer  days.  The  paternal  grandfather 
came  from  Kentucky  to  Illinois  and  aided  in 
laying  the  foundation  for  the  present  develo|>- 
ment  and  progri'ss  of  the  county.  S.  T.  Rogers 
has  followed  the  mrupation  of  farming  as  a  life 
work  and  Imth  lie  and  his  wife  arc  still  residing 
on  the  old  hoinesteail. 

In  the  district  schools  Charles  T.  Rogers  ac- 
(piired  his  education  and  when  twenty  yean* 
of  age  he  iH'gan  farming  upon  the  place  where 
he  now  resides,  having  here  two  hundred  acres 
of  land,  which  is  rich  and  productive.  He  has 
since  erected  a  good  residence  and  other  build- 
ings u|>on  his  place  and,  in  fact,  has  made 
all  of  the  modern  improvements  that  are  there 
seen.  His  land  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion and  the  well  tilled  fields  return  to  him 
rich  harvests.  He  is  also  <juite  extensively  en- 
gaged in  the  raising  and  breeding  of  short- 
horn cattle,  fine  road  horses  and  registered 
Duroc  Jersey  hogs,  and  as  a  stock-raiser  he  has 
met  with  eveellent  success,  his  annual  sales  of 
cattle,  horses  and  hogs  bringing  to  him  a  good 
financial  return  u])ou  his  investments. 
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-Oil  til.'  -i-iil  of  August,  1H87,  occurred  tliL- 
marriaj^  of  Charlfs  T.  Roffcrs  and  Miss  Mat- 
tie  E.  Estill,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary 
Estill,  till'  former  a  native  of  Meuard  county 
and  the  liittcr  of  Indiana.  They  are  still  re- 
siding in  this  county,  their  home  l)eing  about 
a  mile  jiimth  of  the  C'harles  T,  llogerg  farm. 
Unto  our  subject  and  his  wife  has  been, born 
an  intercstinjt  little  son,  Tiionias.  E.,  whose 
birth  occurred  September  6,  1893.  Mrs.  Rogers 
is  a  mcmlMT  of  the  Cumberland  I'resbytorian 
church,  of  IVtersliiirg,  and  like  her  husband 
has  many  friends  in  lier  native  Munty.,  Mr. 
Itogcrs  b<>lontrs  to  Ito.land  lodge.  Xo.  (19,  K.  P., 
and  i^  also  identified  with  the  Modern  Woodmen 
of  Americii.  lie  is  serving  as  a  member  of  tlie 
school  board  at  the  present  time  and  in  matter 
of  citizeushi]!  is  never  remiss,  but  gives  his 
earnest  eo-o|HTation  to  the  sup|>ort  of  all  meas- 
tiros  that  he  believes  will  promote  general 
progress  and  improvement.  lie  has  a  wide 
acqnainiance  in  the  county  where  his  entire  life 
lias  lieen  i)assc(l  and  where  he  has  so  directed  his 
efforts  as  to  win  the  good  will  and  trust  of  his 
fellow  men. 


AlUUSTrS  KEIiR  HHUilX. 

.\ugiistus  Kerr  Riggin,  deceased,  was  one  of 
tbe  most  successful  fanners  and  sliH'k-rais<;rs, 
as  well  as  one  of  the  most  prominent  citizens  of 
his  eominuiiity,  his  home  being  five  mill's  east 
of  reterslmrg.  He  was  the  third  child  born  in 
Menard  county  and  his  natal  day  was  April  2S, 
IH-i-i.  ilis  father,  Harry  Higgin.  was  a  native 
of  Tennessee,  born  Septeuibcr  'i.  I79;(.  and  was 
of  Irish  descent.  I'ouiing  to  Illinois  in  IHli, 
be  first  located  in  the  .Vitierican  bottom  and 
then  with  hi-;  brother  settled  in  Madison  county 
at  a  placi-  called  Troy,  they  being  llie  principal 
parties  in  laying  out  tlie  town.  There  they 
crnbarkcd  in  riiiTcbandising.  init  were  imsnc- 
(•.■ssfiil  in  that  business.  On  the  "id  of  Slarch, 
IH'iii.  Harry  liiggiu  was  uniled  in  marriage  to 
Mis^  Miriam  l..i>  J{ogers.  a  native  of  Xew 
York  anil  a  discendant  of  John  Rogers,  who 
siifrcred  martyrdom  for  religious  principles. 
Her   father.    Mattiiew    Rogers,   was   from    Con- 


necticnl  and  removed  from  tliat  state  to  New 
York.  He  married  Miriam  l-ce  Morse,  who  was 
eoiniected  with  the  Morsi'  family,  of  whom 
Professor  S.  F.  B.  Moi-se  was  a  distinguished 
niemljer.  In  1818  Matthew  Rogers  came  to 
Illinois  and  settled  near  Athens,  where  he 
bnilt  a  frame  Iiarn,  which  was  the  first  frame 
buililing  erected  north  of  the  Sangamon  river. 
The  Rogers  family  are  connected  with  the  I«es 
of  A'irginin.  of  whom  Genera!  Robert  E.  Lee 
was  the  most  noted.  During  his  residence  in 
Menard  county  Harry  Hlggin  followed  the  oc- 
cupation of  a  farmer  and  jiossessed  the  con- 
tidenir  and  esteem  of  the  community.  On  sev- 
eral occasions  he  was  a  candidate  for  public 
favors,  but  was  defeated,  which  was  not  sur- 
prising, as  his  opponents  were  generally  such 
proniineut  men  as  l.ogan,  Edwards  ami  Lin- 
coln. He  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the 
Cumberland  Presbyterian  church  and  lived  to 
a  giiod  old  age.  The  family  has  lieen  distin- 
guished for  longevity,  some  even  living  to  the 
age  of  one  hundri'tl  years.  Harry  Iliggin  had 
six  children,  four  of  whom  reached  years  of 
maturity,  namely;  Mary  Ann,  wife  of  Clai- 
borne Hall,  of  Athens;  Augustus  Kerr:  Eliza 
Maria:  and  Arminda  Priscilla.  wife  of  Mc- 
Kinley  Jones,  of  .Vthens. 

Augustus  Kerr  Riggin  was  reared  amid 
pioneer  scenes  and  could  relate  many  interest- 
ing incidents  of  frontier  life  in  this  region. 
As  his  pareuts  witc  great  friends  of  education 
and  progress,  llu'v  gave  their  iliiklren  ever}- 
school  advantage  that  thev  could  and  "(lus" 
was  early  (piaiified  for  teaching,  which  jirofes- 
sion  be'folb.wed  f..r  s<'veral  years.  He  at- 
tended McKcndri'e  College  and  complettHl  his 
education  at  Illinois  College  in  Jacksonville, 
where  he  numben'd  among  his  classmati-s  (Sen- 
erai  Li])pincott  and  John  L.  Stocking.  After 
teaching  sHiool  for  several  years  he  studied  law 
in  the  othce  of  Major  Harris,  of  Petersburg,  and 
was  admitted  (o  the  bar,  hut  never  jiracticed  his 
profession.  He  served  two  terms  as  circuit 
clerk  and  on  his  rclin-mcnt  fn.m  office  in  18tiCt 
tunieii  his  attention  to  farming,  whii'h  oi'cu- 
liatiou  he  followed  u|>  to  within  the  last  year  or 
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specialty  of  shorthorn  eattio,  and  found  tiiat 
br&Dcli  of  his  hiisiiicss  very  proiitahk'. 

On  the  2(>th  of  November,  1874.  Mr.  Higgin 
marrjecl  Miss  Mary  C.  Deal,  who  was  Iwrn  six 
miles  west  of  Bloomiiigton,  in  McLean  county, 
Illinois.  April  12,  1850,  and  was  a  daughter 
of  Samuel  C,  Deal,  whoso  sketch  appears  elsi'- 
wiiere  in  this  volume.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Rig- 
gin  were  Imrn  three,  children.  Harry,  Ijoni 
0(.-tol>cr  !t.  187fi;  Augustus  K..  horn  Octoiier  5. 
1ST8:  and  Samuel  Chesterfield,  horn  January 
'>.  1881.  They  are  now  currying  on  the  home 
fariu.  The  oldest  son  was  married  November 
2i),  18!1!),  to  Irene  Walker  and  lives  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  north  of  the  old  homes'teaci. 

In  polities  Mr.  Riggin  was  a  stanch  Demo- 
crat and  lu"  always  took  a  very  active  and  prom- 
inent part  in  political  affairs,  no  private  citizfn 
of  this  county  contributing  more  of  his  time 
and  money  t«  Hie  cause  of  his  party  than  he 
did.  Socially  be  was  a  Mason,  and  at  his  death, 
which  occurred  .Tidy. 27,  inOlt.  he  was  laid  to 
rp,=t  with  Jlasiinic  honors.  He  was  a  man  high- 
ly honored  and  respected  l>y  all  who  knew  him 
and  when  he  ])assed  away  the  community  real- 
ii!«l  that  it  had  lost  one  of  its  most  valued  and 
useful  citizens.  Mrs.  Riggin  died  January  10, 
IW.l,  leaving  many  friends  as  well  as  her  im- 
nu'diate  family  to  mourn  her  loss. 


SAMI'KLC.  DE.VL. 
.Samuel  C.  Deal,  deceased,  was  born  in 
Wayne.-;boro,  Rockingham  county,  Virginia,  on 
the  -iAih  of  Oetolier,  18ir,.  and  spent  bis  early 
life  in  that  state.  In  the  fall  of  181!)  be  came 
to  Illinois  and  settled  in  Dry  Grove  township, 
Mcl^'an  county,  about  five  and  a  half  miles 
west  of  Blooniington,  within  a  mile  and  a  half 
of  the  farm  on  which  he  died.  There  he  en- 
f.'aged  in  general  farming  and  stock-raising  for 
tifty-two  years  and  was  a  very  successful  busi- 
ness man.  accumulating  one  thousand  acres  of 
land.  Of  excellent  business  ability  and  exec- 
utive force,  he  carriwl  forward  to  successful 
completion  whatever  lie  undertook  and  before 
liis  demise  he  decided  to  divide  his  ])roperty 
amimg  his  ciiildren  rather  than  leave  it  to  the 
i-ourt  to  divide.  Accordingly,  he  called  his 
children  to  the  home  and  disposed  of  the  en- 


tire estate,  reserving  only  a  small  competence 
for  himself  that  he  holievod  would  supply  him 
with  all  that  ho  might  need  for  the  remainder 
of  his  life,  expressing  the  desire  that  if  any- 
thing was.  left  it  should  be  divided  equally 
among  his  children  at  his  death. 

On  the  21st  of  October,  1837,  Mr.  .Deal  mar- 
ried Miss  Priscilla  Brown,  who  was  born  in 
Augusta  county.  Virginia,  in  1817,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  Rev.  John  Brown,  the  oldest  son 
of  a  C.enuan  noitleman.  After  visiting  the  new 
world  and  seeing  the  destitution  that  prevailed, 
ho  returned  to  fJermany  and  informed  his  fa- 
ther that  he  had  decided  to  becfuiK'  a  minister.  ■ 
Althniigli  his  father  told  him  if  lie  did  this  he 
would  .ht!  disinherited,  it  did  not  change  him  , 
from  his  purpose,  and  all  he  received  from  his 
father'sMtnJr«-,a£'a  library  valued  at  two  thou- 
sand dotlaT*.--  lie  was  the  first  fiernian  Re- 
formed'preaijior  in  the  ITnited  States  and  could- 
preach  in  seven  languages.  Iieing  highly  cdu--' 
cated. 

Cnto  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Deal  were  horn  nine  chil- 
dren: John  B.,  now  living  upon  a  farm  in 
JcfTerson.  On-ene  county,  Iowa,  has  thirteen 
children,  and  with  the  exception  of  two  all 
are  married  and  in  good  health.-  Samuel  A.  is 
living  near  Danvcrs,  Illinois.  Mrs.  KIizal>eth 
K.  Eikins.  makes  her  homo  near  her  brother 
Samuel.  Newton  died  in  ebitdbood.  Mrs. 
Mary  C.  Riggin  is  represented  on  another  page 
of  this  volume.  Jane  died  in  infancy.  Mrs. 
S.  Addie  Wright  is  living  west  of  Bloomington. 
Illinois.  Emma  resides  on  the  old  homestead. 
Mrs.  Virginia  E,  H.  Staubus  is  living  in  Dry 
flrove  township,  McLean  county.  The  daugh- 
ters married  well-to-do  farmers  and  all  are 
widows  at  the  present  time  with  the  exce|ition 
of  Emma. 

Mr.  Deal  was  a  ruling  elder  in  the  CuiuIk-t- 
laiid  Preshyteriau  church  tor  fifty-four  years 
and  took  a  ver\-  active  part  in  church  work.  He 
was  noted  for  his  affable  disposition,  excellent 
tact  and  bis  kindly  s]»irit.  and  enjoyed  the 
highest  regard  of  ncighliors  and  friends,  being 
frc(|ueiitly  called  upon  to  aid  in  settling  dif- 
ficulties becaus<>  of  his  unifoim  fairness  and 
spirit  of  justice.  He  was  exceedingly  kind  to 
the  poor  anil  generous  in  his  coutriliutions  to 
the  needy.     His  life  was  indeed  actuated  iiy  n 
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worthy  Christian  spirit.  In  his  iwiitical  faith 
Mr.  Deal  was  an  ardent  Democrat  and  was  fre- 
quently called  upon  to  accept  public  office.  Al- 
though he  was  never  an  aspirant  for  political 
preferment,  he  took  great  interest  in  polities 
and  consented  to  serve  as  county  assessor,  ag 
road  t-onimissioner,  as  supervisor  and  in  other 
positions  of  public  trust.  He  died  on  the  25th 
of  January,  1903,  having  long  survived  his 
wife,  who  passed  away  June  5,  1S75.  She  was 
a  lady  of  very  riweet  disposition,  whose  religious 
faith  and  principles  were  manifest  in  her  daily 
life  and  she  was  greatly  beloved  ijy  her  family. 
She  and  her  brothers  and  sisters  were  devoted 
to  their  parentji  and  were  especially  helpful  to 
their  mother  during  their  father's  ahsence  on 
ministerial  duties.  He  was  a  pioneer  preacher 
of  the  west,  having  fourteen  congregations  un- 
der his  cliarge  at  one  time.  His  sons  were  all 
sLnt  to  college,  the  mother  being  abltj  to  care 
for  the  family  affairs  and  superintend  the  busi- 
ness interests  in  a  capable  manner  during  her 
husband's  absence. 


LAWKKXCE  L.  LOOBY. 
Lawrence  L.  Lool)y,  whose  farming  interests 
are  valuable  and  have  been  developed  through 
his  enc'rgy  and  persieveranw,  was  lK>rn  in  county 
Tipperary,  Ireland,  on  the  2Bth  of  May,  1846, 
his  birthplace  being  in  the  parish  of  Kilfeode. 
His  parents  were  John  and  Winifred  (Hanley) 
I.rf>oby,  and  the  former  died  in  18.i5,  while  the 
latter  died  in  18(i0,  so  that  Lawrence  L.  lx>oby 
was  left  an  orphan  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years. 
Two  years  later  he;  became  a  resident  of  Amer- 
ica, landing  in  Boston,  Massachusetts,  where  he 
n'sirled  for  almnt  live  years,  working  at  the 
currier's  trade.  He  then  i^ought,  a  home  in  the 
wi-st.  coming  to  Menard  county,  where  he 
worked  by  the  month  as  a  farm  hand  for  aliout 
two  years.  He  was  then  eni|>loyed  by  the  Union 
Pacific  Hailroad  Company  from  1868  until  the 
road  was  completed  in  186)).  He  worked  along 
the  line  from  Omaha  to  Oreenview  and  Point 
Koiks  and  also  from  Menard  county  to  Cali- 
fornia. He  was  afterward  employed  in  the  line 
of  his  trade  in  San  Francisio,  spending  about 
eleven   months   in   California,  after  which   he 


returned  tn  Meiiaid  county.  Later  he  went  to 
Chicago  and  sened  on  the  police  force  of  thai 
iity  under  Captain  Michael  Hickey,  Superin- 
tendent Kennedy  being  in  charge  at  that  time. 
while  Mayor  0<lell  was  mayor  of  the  city.  He 
served  on  the  force  for  two  years  and  two 
months.  He  afterward  worke<l  in  the  stock- 
yards for  a  year  in  the  employ  of  John  Bren- 
nock,  after  which  he  returned  to  Menard  county 
and  secured  employment  as  a  farm  hand. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1880.  Mr.  I/wby  was 
united  _in  marriage  to  Miss  Lizzie  Boyer.  a 
daughter  of  Charles  and  Mary  (Humphrey) 
Boyer.  Her  father  was  born  in  England  and 
was  thf^  son  of  John  Boyer,  the  owner  of  a  large 
estate  in  that  country.  Mr.  Looby  now  has  in 
his  possession  the  probate  of  the  will  of  Itobert 
Boyer,  deceased,  father  of  Charles  Boyer.  dated 
Noveml)er  23,  ISIKl,  and  e.xecuted  by  John 
.Wills.  Mr.  Ijooliy  also  has  parchment  deeds 
showing  the  transfer  of  land  in  England  to 
his  wife's  father  and  his  brother  John,  the  deed 
bearing  date  of  August  1,  1765.  ('harles  Boyer 
came  tn  America  prior  to  Xoveml>er  1,  1839, 
and  settled  in  Sangamon  county,  for  at  that 
date  he  received  from  the  T'nited  States  a  pat- 
ent for  thret^  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land 
in  that  county.  He  afterward  added  to  bis 
pro|H.'rly  and  at  his  death  he  left  three  hundred 
and  fifty-nine  acres  of  highly  improved  land. 
which  is  now  in  possession  of  Mr.  Looby  and 
ctmstitutes  the  home  farm  of  the  family.  Hi? 
wife  was  a  native  of  New  York.  Both  were 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  church  and  in  his 
political  views  lie  was  a  Kepiiblican.  Mrs. 
Biner  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-three  years.  Rev. 
R.  1>.  Miller  conducting  the  funeral  services, 
while  Mr.  Boyer  died  October  11,  1878.  and 
thus  ])assed  away  tji-o  of  the  honored  pioneer 
citizens  of  central  Illinois. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Charles  Boyer  were  i)orn 
three  children:  Frank,  Lizzie  and  John.  The 
home  of  Mr,  and  Mrs.  I^ioby  has  l>een  blessed 
with  si.\  children:  John  K.,  who  was  born  De- 
cember li>.  1880.  and  died  in  infancy;  Mamie, 
who  was  born  Dcceml>cr  19,  1881.  and  is  now 
acting  as  her  father's  housekeeper;  Kittle,  who 
was  Ijorn  in  1882  and  died  in  infancy;  Winnie, 
who  was  horn  in  1884  and  died  in  childhood: 
Charles,  who  was  Iiorn  Januan"  2~,  1886,  and  is 
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living  at  home  with  his  father;  and  Williaiii 
H.,  whose  hirth  occurred  August  7,  1891,  and 
who  is  also  upon  the  home  farm.  The  wife  and 
mother  died  Detemher  17,  1900.  at  the  age  of 
forty-seven  years,  and  her  death  was  deeply 
regretted  by  many  friends.  She  was  a  con- 
sistent member  of  the  Presbyterian  church  and 
was  ever  devoted  to  the  welfare  and  happiness 
of  her  husband  and  children. 

Since  his  marriage  Mr.  Ixwby  has  been  en- 
gaged in  general  farming  and  stock-raising  and 
has  worked  earnestly  and  persistently  to  ac- 
cumulate a  comfortable  eompetenie.  He  is  now 
the  owner  of  a  valuable  property  and  his  land 
is  well  improved,  having  been  placed  by  him 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Catholic  church  and  in  his  po- 
litical views  is  a  Democrat,  but  has  had  neither 
time  nor  inclination  to  seek  public  office,  pre- 
ferring to  give  his  attention  to  his  business 
affairs,  in  which  he  has  met  with  creditable 
suecesB,  He  is  the  owner  of  many  valuable  and 
interesting  old  heirlooms.  In  addition  to  the 
papers  mentionwl  above,  he  has  in  his  possession 
a  diamond  setting  for  twenty-four  diamonds 
surrounding  a  ease  containing  a  lock  of  hair 
cut  from  his  father-in-law's  head.  This  set- 
ting was  made  one  hundred  and  twenty  years 
ai<o.  He  also  has  a  solid  gold  bracelet  set  with 
diamonds  that  was  worn  by  his  wife's  grand- 
mother and  likewise  a  pair  of  her  slippers.  An- 
other of  his  possessions  is  a  solid  gold  snuff 
box  that  was  used  by  his  wife's  father  and 
grandfather,  and  also  his  parents,  and  iji  now 
one  hundred  and  fifty  years  old.  A  solid  silver 
bowl,  which  has  been  handed  down  as  an  heir- 
loom, bears  the  date  of  December  fi.  1703.  He 
likewise  has  parchments  which  are  deeds  and 
land  grants  dating  back  as  .far  as  1.5110  and 
H"hicb  transfer  the  title  of  lantls  in  England  to 
the  Bover  familv. 


SAMUEL  M.  SMITH. 
Samuel  >1,  Smith,  who  for  fort>'  years  has  re- 
si<led  on  his  farm  in  Petersburg  precinct,  and 
whose  landed  possessions  have  been  acquired 
almost  entirely  through  hii!  own  efforts,  his  per- 
severance and  indefatigable  industry,  was  born 


Decemljer  ^3,  185;),  at  Port  Kennedy.  Pennsyl- 
vania. He  is  a  son  of  John  T.  and  Jane 
(Hutchison)  Smith,  who  came  from  the  north 
of  Iri'land  to  the  new  world.  His  grandparents 
wvri'  natives  of  SeotIan<l.  whence  they  removed 
to  the  Emerald  isle,  where  the  father  and 
mother  of  our  subject  were  reared.  The  grand- 
parents died  in  Ireland.  .)ohn  T.  Smith  was 
iMirn  January  (i,  1821,  and  his  wife's  birth  oe- 
curied  about  the  same  time.  They  were  mar- 
ried in  their  native  country  and  later  cross<'d 
the  Atlantic  to  the  United  States,  settling  at 
Port  Kennedy,  where  the  mother  died  when  her 
son  Samuel  was  only  two  years  old,  passing 
away  in  1855,  her  remains  being  interred  in  the 
First  Presbyterian  cemetery  at  that  place.  Not 
long  afterward  the  father  came  with  hia  family 
to  Illinois,  arriving  in  Menard  county  in  185ti. 
Er"  leaving  the  east,  however,  he  had  marrii-il 
again,  having  on  the  27th  of  June,  1855,  weddi-d 
Miss  Margaret  McMullen.  Throughout  his  en- 
tire life  John  T.  Smith  followed  the  occuiiation 
of  farming.  .Vlxmt  18«(l  he  piin-hased  land, 
buying  fifty-nine  acres  of  the  farm  upon  which 
his  son  Samuel  now  resides.  To  this  he  after- 
ward added,  for  he  ]in)spered  in  his  undertak- 
ing and  became  one  of  the  substantial  farm- 
ers of  the  county.  In  the  early  days  of  the  Re- 
publican party  he  gave  to  it  his  support,  but 
after  the  Kmaneipation  Proclamation  was  writ- 
ten he  became  a  Democrat  and  continuwl  to 
affiliate  with  that  |>arty  until  his  death.  A 
stanch  advocate  of  Protestantism,  ho  held  mem- 
bership with  the  Orangemen  and  with  the 
American  Protestant  .\ssociation,  and  he  tte- 
long<'<1  to  the  Presbyterian  church.  He  died 
May  at!,  IStH.  thus  passing  away  when  about 
s<'venty  years  of  age.  He  had  three  children 
by  his  first  marriage.  William,  the  eldest,  bom 
December  »,  1847,  died  August  17,  184!t.  John 
W..  Iwrn  April  11,  1850.  is  living  in  Weather- 
ford,  Parker  county.  Texas.  He  was  married 
in  that  state  and  follows  farming  there.  He 
went  to  Texas  in  187ft  and  he  now  has  a  farm 
of  four  hundred  acres,  which  he  owns  indi- 
vidually, and  seven  hundred  acres  which  he 
owns  in  partnership.  Samuel  M.  is  the  thinl 
of  the  family.  By  the  father's  second  marriage 
there  were  four  children,  all  of  whom  died  in 
infancy  with  the  exception  of  Leah  Jan.e.  who 
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luarrietl  David  Dowell,  who  owns  and  operates 
a  farm  .near  Atterburry.  They  have  three 
daughters;  and  a  son. 

Samuel  51.  Smith  was  roared  to  the  occupa- 
tion of  fariiiinf!  and  jmrfiued  his  education  in 
tlic  Little  Grove  school.  In  his  youth  he  was 
trained  to  the  duties  and  labors  of  the  farm 
and  gained  practical  knowledge  of  the  best 
methods  of  conducting  farm  work — tilling  the 
soil  and  raising  stock.  He  has  carried  ou  gen- 
eral agricultural  pursuits  on  his  own  account 
since  187!),  and  his  landed  possessions,  covering 
two  hundri'd  and  ninety  acres,  have  been  ae- 
i|uired  entirely  through  his  own  efforts  save .. 
that  his  father  gave  him  .eighty.-six  .acres  gf 
land.  It  is  ail  in  Petersburg,  precinct.  He, 
raises  grain  and  also  stock  and  fci-ds  both  cat-  . 
tie  and  hogs. 

On  the  (ith  of  March,  187!!.  Sir.  Smith  was 
tniifed  in  marriage  to  Miss  S(f|)hia  J.  Kirby, 
who  was  born  August  2fi,  1IS58,  a  daughter  of 
Elias  and  1.^'titia  (  Lonsberry)  Kirby.  who  came 
originally  from  Pennsylvania  and  are  now  liv- 
ing near  Atterbcrry,  Hlinois.  Her  father  has 
pai^sed  tiie  age  of  acventy  years,  while  her 
mother  is  now  sixty-five  years  of  age.  They 
are  the  pari'iits  of  twelve  children:  Sophia  .1-. 
wife  of  our  subject;  .Toi^ephine,  who  dieil  in  in- 
fancy: A.  .f.,  who  married  Isabel  Valentine  and 
residt's  at  Conway  S|)rings,  Sumner  county, 
Kansas;  Cliristina.  wife  of  J.  C.  Atterbcrry,  of 
Atterlierry ;  Kln'n  K..  who  married  OIlic  Pan- 
tier  and  lives  near  Atterbcrry;  Frank,  who  niar- 
rie<l  llary  {Joldsiiy  and  resides  in  Athens: 
Oeorge.  who  died  in  infancy:  Arvilla,  who  lives 
with  her  parents;  layman  L.,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy: Clarence,  who  is  also  with  his  jiarents; 
Dora,  wife  of  Jaiiu's  Oreeniiaughl.  living  near 
Oakford :  and  Scott,  who  married  Etta  Urif- 
filli  and  lives  near  Petersburg. 

Mrs.  Smith  was  reared  in  Menard  county 
and.  like  her  liusband.  she  attended  a  subscrip- 
tion sclmol.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  havt 
wilni-ssed  much  of  the  development  and  growth 
of  Menard  county  and  are  numbered  aiutmg  the 
worthy  and  res[Hrtrd  eariy  settlers.  Unto  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Smith  have  ijcen  born  eight  children: 
Jra  A..  Ijorn  December  ."i,  1K79.  nuirried  Ida  M. 
Ishmacl  and  tliey  have  tw()  ehihiren.  They  re- 
side in  Cass  countv,  Illinois,  (ive  miles  west  of 


Atterbcrry,  where  Ira  follows  farming.  Samuel 
E.,  born  May  7,  1881,  died  October  6,  18;^:, 
Alice  Leah,  born  Octoljer  24,  1882,  lieeanie  the 
wifi'  of  Walter  Juhi,  who  die<l  February  9. 
Ift0;(,  and  she  now  resides  with  her  father,  Em- 
ery J.,  born  May  7,  1884,  Jesse  K.,  born  Feb- 
ruary 11,  188S,  John  T.,  born  October  20. 
Ism,  Goldie  E.,  born  Oetoix'r  20,  1894.  are  all 
at  home.  One  child,  Imhi  October  3,  189(i.  died 
on  the  2d  of  Novenilter  following,  iinnanu'd. 
and  was  buried  in  Oakland  cepictery.  Mrs. 
Smith, is  a  menilwr  of  the  Predeslinarian  Baji- 
tist  church.  In  Jiis  political  views  Mr.  Smith  is 
a  Dt^mocrat  and  has  served  as  scIkmjI  director  for 
twelve  years,  taking  an  ractivc  interest  in  the 
schools  and  doing  everything  in  his  |>ower  lo 
increase  their  proficiency.  Matters  of  public 
progn's."  and  improvement  claim  his  attention 
ami  rec-eivc  his  co-operation.  He  ias  led  a 
([uiet,  useful  and  honorable  life,  devoted  to  his 
farming  interests,  whereby  he  has  ]irovid«l  a 
comforlabic  home  for  his'family. 


JEiniA.V  TICE. 


Jcrman  Tice,  deceased,  was  a  life-hing  resi- 
dent of  Menard  county  and  as  an  agriculturist 
was  prominently  identified  with  its  growth  and 
development.  He  was  born  near  Athen.S  on  the 
2ith  of  Xovember,  1831,  and  was  a  son  of 
Jacob  and  Jane  Tice,  who  were  natives  of 
Maryland  and  A'irginia.  respectively.  His  pa- 
ternal grandparents  came  to  this  country  from 
Germany.  Jcrman  Tice  was  reared  in  much 
the  usual  manner  of  farmer  boys  in  a  frontier 
settlcnu'nt  and  his  cHlucatioii  was  acfiuired  in 
the  early  schools  of  this  county.  During  his 
boyhood  and  youth  he  assisted  his  father  in 
the  labors  of  the  home  farm  and  at  times 
worked  by  the  day  or  month  for  neigh>K>ring 
farmers.  Throughout  life  he  followed  agricul- 
tural pui-suits  and  in  A])ril,  18«1>,  purchased 
a  farm  near  <!reenvicw,  where  he  continued  to 
make  his  home  until  called  to  his  final  rest 
on  the  23d  of  October,  189-"i.  In  connection 
with  general  farming  he  also  engaged  in  the 
raising  and  feeding  of  stock. 

Mr.  Ti<-e  was  married  Xovemlter  30,  18.j(l.  to 
Miss  Marv  Jenison.  who  was  Iwrn  near  Petcrs- 
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burg,  Ut'imrd  county,  SL-ptoiiiijer  18,  1834,  and 
was  descended  from  Scotch  ancestors,  who  on 
croEsing  tho  Atlantic  settled  in  New  England. 
Her  parents  were  Kev,  John  and  Martha  (ile- 
Nabb)  Jenlson.  Her  father  was  born  in  Mas- 
sachusetts and  at  the  age  of  nine  vears  ac- 
companied his  parents  on  their  removal  to 
New  York,  From  that  state  be  came  to  Illi- 
nois at  an  early  day,  locating  in  Menard  county, 
where  he  followed  fanning  and  also  engaged 
in  preaching.  Ix-ing  a  minister  of  the  t'uraher- 
land  Presbyterian  church.  For  i-ome  time  he 
sorved  as  justice  of  the  peaci-  and  died  January 
;10,  18-33,  honored  and  respected  by  all  who 
knew  him.  In  his  family  were  eight  cliildren. 
Mr.  Tiee  was  one  of  a  family  of  eleven  chil- 
dren, and  to  him  and  liis  wife  was  born  a 
son.  their  only  child.  Homer  J.,  who  is  rep- 
resc'nled   elsewhere  in   this  volume. 

Politically  Mr.  Tiee  was  identilieil  with  the 
Jtepulilican  party,  but  never  cared  for  the  hon- 
ors or  emoluments  of  public  ofiice,  preferring 
the  quiet  of  jirivate  life.  At  one  time  he  affil- 
iatcii  with  the  (nde|H'ndent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows and  was  a  man  highly  respected  and  es- 
teemed by  all  with  whom  iie  came  in  contact 
cither  in  business  or  social  life. 


WILLIAM  MKVFIf. 


William  Meyer,  whose  intense  and  well  di- 
rected activity  caused  his  buBines.-i  can-er  to 
prove  so  successful  that  he  is  now  enabled  to 
live  relirwl  and  yet  enjoy  many  of  the  com- 
forts and  luxuries  that  <;o  to  make  life  worth 
living,  was  born  in  Hanover,  (iermany,  Oc- 
tober IS.  IHIW,  His  father,  also  a  native  of 
Hanover,  was  an  architect  and  was  a  very  suc- 
ci'ssful  man  of  his  day  and  locality.  Mr.  Meyer 
Iws  nephews  in  tierniany  who  an'  now  exten- 
sively engaged  in  tiie  manufacture  of  fancy 
;ri«Mis,  conducting  a   very  pmtitable  enterprise. 

After  leaving  school  William  Meyer  l*gan 
learning  the  trade  of  a  watchmaker  and  jew- 
eler and  later  he  went  to  Swit/erlaud  to  per- 
fect himself  in  that  work  among  a  pi-ople  who 
are  the  acknowledged  leaders  of  the  world  along 
those  lines.  When  twenty-one  years  of  age' 
he  came  to  .\merica.  landing  at  New  York  in 


1K.">.').  He  had  heard  favorable  Reports  concern- 
ing the  business  opiwrt unities  of  the  new 
world  and  hoping  that  he  might  beneht  his 
Hnancial  condition  be  crossed  the  Atlantic  and 
established  his  home  in  i-anesville,  Ohio,  where 
he  followed  his  trade  for  a  year.  He  next  lo- 
cated in  Springfield,  Illinois,  but  after  a  few- 
months  removed  to  Jacksonville,  Illinois,  where 
he  remained  for  a  year.  He  then  came  to 
Petersburg,  on  the  7th  of  SeptemU^r,  IHoT, 
and  established  a  jewelry  store,  which  he  con- 
ducted for  fourteen  years,  following  the  busi- 
ness until  failing  health  caused  his  retirement. 
He  has  since  traveled  extensively  and  has  prac- 
tically regained  his  health,  besides  deriving 
nmch  pleasure  and  gaining  much  useful  and 
interesting  information  from  bis  travels.  He 
is  now  living  retired  in  an  elegant  residence 
on  the  elevation  south  of  (Vmrt  Square, 

On  July  28,  187!),  at  KIkhorn,  Wiseojisin, 
Mr.  Meyer  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Mary  K.  (Joucher,  by  Hev.  S,  C.  Thomas.  They 
lost  tlieir  only  daughter,  Elsie,  and  their  only 
living  child  is  Fred  W.  Meyer.  The  hope  that 
led  Mr.  Mever  to  seek  a  home  in  .\merica  has 
been  mine  than  realized  for  he  hen-  found  the 
business  opjiortuuitii.'s  be  sought  and  by  improv- 
ing business  conditions  he  won  for  himself  a 
place  among  the  substantial  ri'siilents  of  his 
adojited  city.  His  persona!  characteristics,  too, 
are  such  as  have  gained  him  warm  friends  and 
strong  regard,  and  in  Petersburg  and  .Menard 
county  be  is  highly  esteemed. 

Fred  W.  Sleyer,  the  only  child,  was  iiurn  in 
Petersburg.  July  i.i.  1880.  and  at  the  iisual  age 
entered  the  public  schools,  wherein  he  advanced 
through  .successive  grades  until  he  had  complet- 
ed the  high  school  course  by  graduation  with 
■the  class  of  I8it8.  He  then  entered  Notre 
Dame  Fniversity,  at  Notre  Dame.  Indiana,  as 
a  stndent  in  the  law  department,  and  was  grad- 
uated from  that  institution  in  1002.  In  the 
fail  of  the  same  year  he  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  aiul  cnti'n'd  u]Km  active  jiractiee  in  Pcters- 
iiurg.  .Mready  he  has  siK'ured  a  good  clientage, 
and  his  thorough  preparation,  laudable  ambi- 
tion and  unfaltering  energy  speak  w<'ll  for  a 
successful  future  as  a  n>presentative  of  the  legal 
fraternity  of  bis  native  city.  Mr.  ^Meyer  was 
marrieil     in     January.    liHI4.    to     Miss     Lynn 
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(■rwne.  a.  luitive  of  Mi'narti  iiiunty  ami  a 
(laiiglittT  of  (iaiiu-'  (irwiu'_,  of  nii  M  family 
of  thai  nfliiie.  The  young  pcoiilt-  art'  [xipular 
in  Pftcrslmrtr.  when.'  tho  liosyiitality  of  the 
iK-st  lioiiu's  \^  conltaliy  cxtciiiicil    IIr'HI. 


(JEORGE  B.  VVKI.SH. 

There  is  no  history  in  this  volniiii>  wliit-li 
illuetrates  morf  eli-arly  the  fai-t  tluK  rtuettw 
may  Ix!  won  tliroiigli  iicrsfvcramr  auA  honor- 
able effort  tlian  docs  tlie  rcC'OVfl  of  CIrorge 
Baxter  Welsh,  who  i^  iiuleed  a  sclf-rnaitc  num. 
liaviiig  worked  liis  way  n]>ward  from  a  liiini- 
l)le  financial  position  to  one  of  alHiienec.  Al- 
tJioiigii  he  is  now  tlie  owner  of  an  cxeelleiit 
farm  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  aen'S  in  Talliihi 
and  Peter^-hurg  [ireeinets,  he  eanie  to  this 
county  without  capital  an<l  was  lirst  employed 
as  a  farm  hand. 

A  native  of  Sentland.  Mr.  Welsli  was  Uiru 
in  Dundee.  April  1.  1«:iH.  his  parents  lieing 
Jolu!  and  Joanna  (Baxter)  Welsh.  Wlion  the 
old  fstahlished  ehur<'li  of  Scotland  was  divided 
hcciiuse  of  difference  iif  o])inion  among  its 
nu-uihership.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  .lolm  Welsli  witli- 
dri'W  from  llie  old  organization  and  hecaine 
nieiuhers  of  wJiat  was  known  as  the  Free  chnreh. 
and  llu'ir  son  George  was  one  of  tlie  first  jiupils 
in  tlie  schools  estahlished  hy  the  new  den.miina- 
tion.  For  long  generations  the  ancestors  of  the 
family  had  resided  Jn  Scotland,  The  grand- 
father of  our  subjeet  was  a  farmer  there.  Imt 
the  father  l)eeame  a  grain  merchant.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Baxter,  whose  i>eople  were  largely 
engaged  in  nuinufacturing;  making  a  specialty 
of  sail  eloth  and  bagging.  Her  father,  how- 
I  ver.  lived  retired  from  business  for  many 
vears. '  Her  cousin,  David  Ba.xter.  was  ,i  mem- 
ber of  parliament.  Mrs.  Joanna  Welsh  died 
in  Scotland,  after  which  her  luislMind  mar- 
ried Krs.  Kiizalieth  Bruce,  a  widow, 
and  crossi'd  the  Atlantic  to  America  with 
his  family,  settling  on  a  farm  nea* 
Toronto.  Canada,  in  is;!i).  Ifc  liad  five 
children.  For  nuiny  yi^ars  he  carried  on  agri- 
cultural pursuits  there  and  ai  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  ISiHi,  his  n-iuains  wire  inlerred  in 
a  cemetery  north  of  Tonmto. 


George  B.  Welsh  rs  the  eldest  of  his  falher's 
family.  Kliza,  tiie  second  ciiild,  married  .\n- 
drew  Miller,  who  resides  at  Thornhills,  Canada, 
not  far  from  Toronto.  John  is  married  and  re- 
sides at  I.istoll,  in  L'pper  Canada.  James  mar- 
ried and  resided  in  Stockton,  California.  He 
.served  as  mayor  of  tiuit  city  and  was  presi- 
dent .if  the  Kii-st  National  Bank  there.  He 
learned  the  millei's  trade  in  New  York  and 
went  to  the  wc'^t  a  jKior  boy.  hut  at  the  time 
of  his  death  hi'  iuid  anuisseil  a  fortune  of  al- 
nmst  a  million  dollars.  He  died  July  Hi.  1304, 
leaving  a  wife  and  three  daugbti.'rs.  William 
ri'sides  at  the  old  iiome  at  Thornhills.  Canada, 

tieorge  B.  \\'elsh  spent  the  first  eleven  years 
of  his  life  in  his  native  country  and  then  ae- 
conii>anr<d  his  father  to  Canada,  after  which 
he  had  no  opportunity  to  attend  school.  His 
youth  was  largely  a  period  of  unremitting  toil 
and  he  laiiored  persislcntly  ami  earni'stly  to 
get  a  start  in  the  business  world.  He  came 
to  Illinois  in  l«li;t  and  the  first  year  worked 
as  a  farm  haiul  for  twenty-five  <lollars  |i.-r 
month.  He  aflerwani  operated  rented  land 
for  about  eight  or  ten  years,  and  then,  his 
labor,  econinny  and  I'an'ful  management  having 
lirmtght  to  him  sonu'  capital,  he  purchased  a 
tract  of  land  in  Little  Grove.  To  his  original 
purchasi'  of  three  hundretl  acres  he  has  since 
added  two  hundred  acres,  so  that  he  is  now 
one  of  the  extensive  landowners  of  the  county, 
his  jiossession.^i  lieing  valuable,  liecause  of  the 
many  im])rovcments  he  has  placed  upon  his 
farm  and  the  high  state  of  cultivation  under 
which  he  has  ]daced  liis  fields. 

In  ISCd  Mr.  Welsh  marrietl  Miss  Catherine 
Miller,  a  daughter  of  Nathan  .Miller,  who  be- 
longed to  an  old  Pennsylvania- Dutch  family 
and  came  from  the  Keystone  state  to  Illinois 
in  the  fall  of  lH(i;i.  bringing  with  him  his  two 
children.  The  children  of  Mr.  and  .Mrs.  Welsh 
are  as  fidlows :  John,  who  lives  in  Cass  county. 
Illinois,  married  I-illie  Wilson,  of  Menard 
county,  and  they  have  three  daughters.  Joanna 
is  the  wife  (if  KolHTt  Wood,  who  resides  on  a 
farm  four  miles  cast  of  Petersburg,  and  they 
have  two  sons  and  a  daughter.  Geims  G.. 
who  is  living  south  of  Petersburg  and  is  a 
mendier  of  the  Independent  Order  of  (Jdd 
Fellow,  married  Flizabeth  Held  and  they  have 


Digrizcd  by 


Google 


>,  Google 


.,  Google 


,^.^ 


>,  Google 


.,  Google 


L;,a:izcdb,G00g[e 


•4 


Digiiizodb,  Google 


PAST  AND    PRESENT    OF    MEXAED    COUNTY 


2r>i 


iHO  sons  and  a  daugliter.  lleorgo,  who  was 
u  itiiiler,  lives  with  liis  uncle  James  in  Cali- 
fornia.  Herbi'rt,  a  graduate  of  the  high  sdioo! 
(if  Tallula  and  of  the  Springfield  Business 
College  is  now  at  home.  Christina  and  May 
are  also  at  home  and  the  latter,  after  gradu- 
ating from  the  Tallula  high  sehool,  taught  for 
iwd  vears.  Minnie  attended  the  higli  school 
of  Tallula  and  later  entered  the  Illinois  Wom- 
au's  (.:ollege.  at  JaoksonviUe,  Illinois,  where 
,-Ih'  ii!  stiulviug  |>iauo  and  voice  euUure.  Mrs. 
WeL-^h  is  a  memlier  of  the  Christian  churcJi  at 
Tallula.  to  which  all  of  her  children  helong 
save  John  and  (leorge.  The  family  occupies 
an  enviaide  position  in  social  circles  and  the 
Welsh  household  is  a  hospitable  one. 

Polltieally  Mr.  Welsh  is  a  Repuhliean,  ctm- 
vcrsiint  with  the  ipiestions  and  issues  of  the 
.lay.  hut  never  an  aspirant  for  oftice.  He  is 
a  mcmlicr  of  ihe  Masonic  fraternity,  having 
Iwu  made  a  Mason  in  Clinton  Lodge,  No.  19, 
.\.  F.  &  A.  M..  at  Peterslmrg,  more  than 
thirty  years  ago.  He  has  always  hcen  true  to 
it^  teachings.  exem|difying  in  his  daily  life  the 
liencticent  spirit  .if  tiu'  craft. 


WILIJ.\M  B.  WIIJJAAIS, 

William  B.  Williams,  whwe  loyalty  to  his 
ciiiintry  has  never  wavered  and  whose  interest 
in  her  welfare  has  never  abated  since  he  wore 
the  blue  uniform  and  fought  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  Union  in  the  Civil  war,  is  a  well 
kiinwn  resideiu  of  township  IK,  where  he  carries 
on  general  farming  and  stock-raising.  He  was 
liorn  in  this  county.  Jlay  29,  184;i,  and  is  a 
«.n  of  Josejih  and  Huldah  (Francis)  Williams. 
The  father  was  born  in  Kentucky,  Aprii  ;t, 
iKli.  and  in  1M2.'1  became  a  resident  of  Menard 
cnimty.  In  early  manhood  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, but  at  the  age  of  twenty- four  years  turned 
his  attention  to  general  merchandising  at  De- 
catur, Illinois.  After  five  years"  eonneetion 
with  commercial  imrsuits  he  resumed  fanning 
and  continue<l  in  that  vm^ation  until  he  started 
for  the  Pacific  coast.  In  the  meantime  lie  had 
married  Miss  Huldah  Francis,  who  was  liorn 
in  Hartford.  Connecticut,  May  10,  IHVi.  and 
in  1829  came  to  this  county.     By  their  mar- 


riage they  became  the  parents  of  seven  eiiildren, 
six  sons  and  a  daughter,  all  of  whiun  aw  now 
deceased  with  the  cxi'cptiiui  of  two.  On  the 
;!d  of  April.  1«.>1.  the  father  started  for  Ore- 
gon, accompanied  by  his  sons.  They  traveled 
with  tin-ee  ox-leams,  and  on  the  Tth  of  .May 
left  Omaha.  They  did  not  see  a  house  from 
that  time  until  Ihey  n-aehed  Oregon,  and  they 
experienci'.l  the  usual  hardships  and  trials  in- 
cident to  crossing  the  plains  at  that  early  day. 
On  the  .->th  of  Novemiier.  18.-.1.  they  reached 
the  Cascade  mountains  and  making  their  way 
to  tlu'  miiu's  of  California,  Josi'ph  Williams 
there  eugjiged  in  mining  for  about  two  years, 
when  he  was  murdered  by  the  Indians,  in  51ay, 
lrt.');J.  His  wife  had  dieii  in  Illinois,  Deceudier 
10,  1S4S,  ere  his  emigration  to  the  Pacific 
coast.  Only  two  of  tiie  family  are  now  living 
—William  B.  and  Newton  A.  The  latter.  Ijorn 
(K'tober  17,  lH4o,  now  resides  at  Oreenview. 
He  was  married  Oetol)or  17,  187.'>,  to  Miss  .Mary 
C.  Cox,  and  tiiey  had  nine  chil.lren.  seven  of 
whom  are  living. 

William  B.  Williams  was  not  yet  eight  years 
of  age  when  he  starte.l  with  his  father  for 
California,  but  n'leitrated  his  birthday  on  the 
way.  He  remained  in  Ore^j.m  nntil  IS.ilJ,  when 
he  returned  with  his  five  bmthers  to  the  home 
of  their  uncle,  John  Williams,  and  soon  after- 
ward went  to  live  with  their  aunt,  Mrs.  Cyn- 
thia Johnson.  The  return  journey  had  been 
made  by  way  of  the  isthmus  of  Panama,  thence 
hy  sailing  vessel  to  New  Orleans  and  up  the 
Mis.sTssip]»i  and  Illinois  rivers  to  Beardstown, 
thence  across  the  country  to  Menard  eoimty. 
Mr.  Williams  of  this  review  continued  to  live 
with  his  annt  nntil  after  the  outbreak  of  the 
Civil  war,  when  he  enlisted  as  a  member  of 
Comiiany  K.  One  Hundred  and  Sixth  Illinois 
Intantry.  His  company  was  comiwsed  of  Me- 
nard county  men  and  the  regiment  went  into 
camp  at  Lincoln,  Illinois,  August  15,  18BS,  be- 
ing mustered  into  the  United  States  service  on 
the  18th  of  September.  On  the  rth  of  that 
month  they  moved  to  Cohimbus.  Kentucky,  and 
on  the  lUth  to  Jackson.  Tennessee.  On  th<' 
lith  of  I)ccenil)er  owurred  the  first  death  in 
the  regiment — that  of  K.  Rankin,  of  Company 
C.  During  an  engagement  Sergeant  Henry 
Fox,  of  Company  H,  clindied  np  the  tind)ers 
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of  tlic  bridge  and  LTos.-ifd  that  stnictiirL'  under 
tlic  fin'  of  tlio  whole  rebel  force,  on  his  way 
til  Jaekrioii  for  re-en  for  eeiiients,  and  although 
this  was  H  moiit  periloiii;  undertaking  he  ac- 
eotnplished  it  in  safetv.  I^ter  the  regiment 
was  s(nt  furtlur  mirth  to  guard  railroad  sta- 
tion- The  pnsomr-  paroled  bv  (ieiiera!  For- 
nst  Miri  -tnt  to  Buitiin  Barracks  and  ex- 
ehange<l  m  tht  lat(  r  -funinier  of  18C;t,  The  bal- 
anct  of  the  ngimcnt  wa-  ordered  to  Bolivar, 
Tennessee  in  March  1H(>4,  and  about  the  3!st 
of  Ma^  nim«  d  on  to  \  itk-ijurg.  While  en  route 
the  boat  whuii  was  tranipiirting  the  troops  w&f 
fired  n|>on  at  elost.-  range  off  Island  li:l  by  sev- 
eral companies  of  Rebel  infantry  and  two  c-hu- 
non.  and  Captain  Beizely's  son  was  killed  at 
the  first  fire,  while  a  few  others  were  also  killed 
and  about  twenty-five  woiintled.  After  serving 
in  the  trenches  at  \'ieksl>iirg  a  few  wwks  the 
One  Hundred  and  Sixth  Illinois  was  sent  forty 
miles  up  the  Yazoo  river  to  re]iel  a  l{el>el  foree 
mill,  n-turning  by  forced  mari'hes.  was  harassed 
by  the  enemy:  while  under  the  scorching  sum- 
mer sun  many  of  the  soldiers  were  prostrated 
by  the  heat.  The  regiment  lost  more  men  on 
that  trip  than  frimi  any  other  cause  during  its 
term  of  service.  The  One  Hundred  and  Sixth 
served  in  the  line  of  battle  at  Yicksbiirg  until 
after  its  surrender  and  was  then  ordered  to 
Helena,  Arkansas,  and  took  jiart  in  the  advance 
on  Little  Roek,  participating  in  its  capture. 
It  was  in  the  battle  of  Clarendon.  Duvalls  Bluff. 
Pine  Hluff,  Benton.  Hot  Springs,  Ix'wisbiirg, 
St.  Charles.  Dardanellesi  and  Brownsville  and 
jierforme^l  its  full  sliare  in  crushing  out  the 
rebellion.  Its  uienibers  suffennl  many  priva- 
tions and  hardships,  marching  through  swamps 
and  bayous,  fighting  and  foraging,  and  its 
history  shows  a  long  list  of  easualtii's.  llr. 
Williams  was  always  most  faithful  to  his  duties 
and  returned  home  with  a  most  crwlitable  mil- 
itary  record. 

.Vfler  the  war  Mr.  Williams  engaged  in  buy- 
ing and  shipping  stock  and  iu  IXfifl  he  pur- 
chas<'d  a  farm  at  Middletown,  Logan  county, 
Illinois,  where  he  resided  until  ]«!!(>.  He  then 
disposed  of  that  property  and  purchased  a  farm 
in  Missouri,  where  he  live<l  for  two  years,  after 
whiiOi  he  returmtl  to  Indian  Point  and  settled 
on  Ihe  old  Williams  farm,  where  he  remained 


until  1H!14,  when  he  took  uj)  hi^  aliode  on  lii> 
farm  in  township  lit.  where  he  lived  imtil 
Mareii.  liioa.  Then  selling  his  proiHTty  he 
removed  to  Yalparaiso,  Indiana,  in  order  !o 
aflford  his  daughters  better  educational  priri- 
legi's.  returning  theniv  to  the  place  when-  hi' 
now  resides. 

On  the  1st  of  Xovemi>er.  1H70,  Mr.  Williimi> 
was  married  to  Miss  Anna  M.  Whitney,  a 
daughter  of  Alonzo  H.  and  Mary  A.  (Kim-aiil) 
Whitney,  who  came  to  MenanI  county  in  tliv 
early  *3(>s.  Her  father,  who  was  l»orn  .\pril 
Hi.  ISKi.  and  died  November  ».  18T1,  si.i-m 
the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  this  county.  lie 
owned  and  o]>erated  a  farm  and  also  workcil 
at  his  trade  of  carpentering.  In-ing  one  of  (lie 
industrious,  energetic  men  of  his  communily. 
Associated  with  Mr.  Thatcher  he  built  the  Pres- 
byterian church  at  North  Saugamon.  His 
wife,  who  was  liorn  January  2f;.  IHIS,  dieil 
November  14,  l«!tl.  They  were  the  pare^t^ 
of  eight  children,  of  whom  four  are  now  liv- 
ing: Mrs.  Williams,  born  Decemljer  4.  1S48: 
Ilewey  L,.  who  was  born  September  Hit.  1851, 
and  is  now  married  and  living  in  Kansas: 
Knnna  E..  who  was  born  January  24.  lS,')ti. 
and  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  F.  P.  Eldre<ige:  and 
Frank  IL,  who  was  horn  DecemUT  2S,  IMH. 
and  is  living  in  this  county. 

The  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williams  has  Ut^i 
blessed  with  seven  children :  Mary  H.,  who  was 
born  August  5,  1871.  and  died  May  5.  1872: 
W.  H..  who  was  horn  .July  15,  lK7:i,  and  was 
niarrieil  to  Maud  Turner,  August  24.  18118: 
(Jrace,  who  was  born  April  1.  187,);  Luenima, 
who  was  horn  April  It!.  1877.  and  was  married 
August  Hi.  1899,  to  John  Cloud,  of  Indiana: 
Arthur,  who  was  born  March  27.  1880.  and 
died  July  24,  1887;  Cynthia,  who  was  b<)ni 
Se]itember  27.  188.J:  and  Paul,  who  was  born 
June  2.  1887.  and  died  July  2il.  1887. 

Mr.  Williams  is  a  valued  member  of  Pollock 
Post,  Xo.  200,  G.  A.  H..  of  Athens,  and  main- 
tains pleasant  relations  with  his  old  army  com- 
rades in  this  way.  He  is  also  prominent  in 
Masonry,  belonging  to  Greenview  lodge.  No, 
fi.53,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  DeWitt  Cha|)ter.  Xo.  ll'.». 
R.  A.  M.:  and  St.  Aldeniar  Commandery.  Xo, 
41.  K.  T,  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  school 
Imnrd  of  his  district  for  fifteen  vears  and  the 
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cHiisi'  of  education  liuds  id  him  an  effective 
champion.  He  strongly  endorses  the  principles 
nf  the  Republican  party  and  is  never  remies 
in  citizenship,  while  all  the  duties  of  public 
and  private  life  he  discharges  with  equal  fidel- 


GEORGE  V.   SPEARS. 

George  V.  Spears,  who  is  engaged  in  general 
farniinfT  in  Talhila  township,  was  born  April 
4.  1844,  about  three  miles  cast  of  Tallula,  in 
Clary's  Grove,  his  parents  being  W.  G.  and 
Eliza  (Myers)  Spears,  lioth  of  whom  were  na- 
tives of  Kentufky.  The  family  was  established 
in  America  at  an  early  period  in  the  coloniza- 
tion of  the  new  world,  the  great-grandfather  of 
our  subject  being  at  one  time  a  resident  of 
Virginia,  whence  he  removed  westward  to  Ken- 
tiick\\  The  grandfather  wa."  a  farmer  and 
slave  owner  of  the  Blue  Grass  state.  \V.  0. 
Spears  removed  from  Kentucky  to  Illinois  in 
1X20,  settling  three  miles  east  of  Tallula  in 
Clary's  Grove,  where  he  followed  the  occujia- 
tion  of  farming.  Unto  him  and  his  wife  were 
born  four  children,  a  son  and  tlire<'  daughters, 
George  V-  lieing  the  second  of  the  family.  His 
sif^ters  are  Ellen,  Kate  and  Rebecca  Jennie. 
Ellen  married  8.  H.  Bergen  and  is  now  a 
widow  residing  in  Guthrie,  Oklahoma.  She 
has  three  sons,  one  of  whom  is  a  druggist,  while 
Hnother  is  a  traveling  salesman,  representing  a 
St.  l^uis  house.  Kate  married  John  Frank, 
editor  of  a  pa|>er  of  .laeksonvrlle,  Florida. 
Thoyhave  one  son,  who  is  engaged  in  the  news- 
|)H|)er  iiusincss.  Rebecca  Jennie  iw  the  widow 
of  W.  J.  Huggiiis  and  n-sides  in  Guthrie,  Okla- 
homa. 

In  the  country  schools  Mr.  Spears  hegiiii  his 
education,  which  he  continued  in  the  sch'iols  of 
Talhda.  He  put  aside  his  te\t-lio()ks  when 
nineteen  years  of  age  and  began  farming  for 
himself  oil  his  mother's  laud  east  of  Tallula. 
.\fter  remaining  there  f<ir  two  years  he  spent  a 
year  south  of  Tallula  and  afterwarrl  bought  a 
hoiue^tead  of  two  hundred  and  eighteen  acres, 
which  he  cultivated  for  two  years,  letter  he  sold 
out  and  went  to  Warren  <'ounty.  Illinois,  set- 
tling near  Grei'nbusli,  where  he  [mrciiased  one 


hundn'd  and  >ixty  acres  of  land.  When  he  had 
followed  farming  there  for  a  brief  period  he 
sold  his  pro])erty  and  returned  to  Menard  coun- 
ty, where  he  ])urchaBed  two  hundred  acres. 
Since  that  time  he  has  adde<l  seven  hundred 
acrt's.  so  that  he  is  now  one  of  the  most  exten- 
sive landowners  of  the  county,  his  possessions 
aggregating  nine  hundred  acres  of  very  rich 
and  productive  land.  In  addition  to  general 
farming  he  raises  stock  and  feeds  cattle.  His 
business  interests  have  been  carefully  conduct- 
ed, his  transactions  l>eing  guided  hy  sound 
judgment,  anti  although  he  is  now  numbered 
among  the  prosperous  farmers  of  the  county, 
it  is  all  due  to  his  carefully  directed  and 
straightforward  dealings. 

In  Deeemlier.  18(!(l,  Mr.  S|)ears  was  united  in 
marriage  to  .Miss  Frances  Green,  a  daughter 
of  .1.  G.  Grei'n,  who  was  one  of  the  early  set- 
tlers of  this  |>art  of  tlie  state,  having  arrived 
in  1834,  when  few  pioneers  had  established 
homes  in  this  locality  and  when  nuieh  of  the 
land  .-itill  remained  in  its  primitive  condition. 
He  settled  south  of  the  old  town  of  Salem  and 
there  reared  his  family.  Unto  Mr,  and  Mrs. 
Sj>ears  have  bei'ii  born  seven  children:  Jesse 
married  Margaret  J.  Stout  and  resides  in  Pe- 
IcFMhurg.  They  have  one  daughter.  Ada,  who 
is  eleven  years  of  age.  Carrie,  who  was  edu- 
cated in  the  schools  of  Tallula  and  in  the  Jack- 
sonville Female  Seminar*',  is  at  home.  Wil- 
liam G.,  who  s|R'nt  one  year  as  a  student  in 
Eureka  College,  at  Eureka,  Illinois,  and  one 
term  in  Brown's  Business  College  at  Spring- 
field, is  now  farming  on  his  own  account  and 
resides  with  his  (>arent«.  Lena  is  a  graduate 
of  the  WomanV  Methodist  College,  at  Jackson- 
ville. (Juiney  M.,  wlio  attcudetl  the  Tallula 
high  si-h(M)l  and  after  his  graduation  spent  a 
year  in  the  Illinois  College,  at  Jacksonville,  is 
farming  for  himself  on  eighty  acres  of  his 
own  and  also  on  his  father's  place.  Grace  B. 
was  <'<lucated  in  the  Tallula  high  school  and  in 
the  Woman's  College  at  Jacksonville.  Sarah 
F...  also  a  graduate  of  the  Tallula  high  school 
and  a  student  in  the  Woman's  College  at  Jack- 
smuille,  com|)letes  the  family. 

Mr.  SjH'ars  endorses  the  princijilcs  of  Democ- 
racy and  was  elected  to  the  office  of  county  eoni- 
missi(uier  for  three  terms.     He  proved  a  most 
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capable  official  and  his  energies  were  exerted 
for  the  l)est  interest  of  the  county,  which  prof- 
ited by  what  he  did.  He  is  a  man  whom  to 
know  is  to  respect  and  honor,  and  he  receives 
the  admiration  of  his  fellow  men  for  what  he 
has  accomplished  and  tlieir  respect  heeause  of 
the  straightforward  methods  hy  which  he  has 
won  his  prosperity. 


HENRY  C.   LEA^ERING. 

Henry  C.  levering  was  born  on  the  lat  of 
January,  1849,  hia  parents  Iwing  Cave  and 
Catherine  (A'on  Felden)  Levering.  His  mother 
was  born  in  Germany  and  came  with  her  pa- 
rents, Ceorgc  and  Srargaret  Von  Felden,  to 
America  at  an  early  age.  Hie  father  was  lioru 
in  Baltimore,  Maryland,  ami  when  a  young 
man  came  to  niinois  and  after  spending  sev- 
eral years  in  Springfield  took  up  his  residence 
in  Pcterslmrg,  entering  the  employ  of  A.  D. 
Wright  and  afterward  engaging  in  bnsinci'-; 
for  himself.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Von 
Felden  in  Petersliur;;  and  to  them  were  horn 
eleven  children,  nine  sunnving  to  maturity, 
eight  of  whom  are  ^tiU  living:  Mrs.  Robert 
Carver.  Aaron.  Thomas,  Mi-s.  Lester  Redmon, 
Cave,  Charli's,  Harvey  M.  and  Margaret.  Har- 
vey M.  Levering,  tJie  youngest  son,  has  heen 
actively  identified  with  the  political  life  of 
tlie  county,  having  been  elected  by  large  ma- 
jorities to  fill  tlie  office  of  county  clerk  for  three 
■iuccer'sive  terms,  and  is  at  the  jiresent  time 
liolding    the    position    of    master    in    chancery. 

Henry  C.  Levering  was  married  in  I'eters- 
burg,  November  n,  IHTi.  to  .Julia  Chatterton. 
the  daughter  of  Charles  and  Flizabeth  (Miles) 
Chatterton,  She  was  born  in  Springfield 
February  l.'i.  18r).">.  Her  mother  was  reared  in 
Menard  county  where  her  |>arentf',  fieorgc  V. 
and  Jane  Miles,  settled  at  an  early  day.  com- 
ing from  Kentucky.  Mr.  Levering  entered 
mercantile  life  as  a  grocer  and  was  very  snc- 
ci-sst'ul  in  that  line.  He  was  associated  in  a 
]iartner-lnp  with  Martin  Nicolai,  which  rcla- 
tiiiri  was  continued  for  some  time,  when  the 
firm  of  Harms.  Levering,  Nicolai  ik  Company 
was  forme"!.  This  was  succeeded  by  Harms, 
levering  &  Clary,  and  after  the  retirement  of 


Mr.  Clary  l)ecame  Harms  &  lA'vering.  In  18;")') 
they  erected  the  present  brick  business  block 
at  the  southwest  corner  of  court  house  squan'. 
one  hundred  and  twenty-four  by  one  hundnvi 
and  two  feet.  The  building  was  constructed 
for  de])artnientB — groceries,  dry  goods,  clothing 
and  notions — and  had  a  stock  and  facihtie^^ 
for  the  conduct  of  a  general  mercantile  busi- 
ness second  to  none  in  this  part  of  the  state. 
Mr.  Levering  was  very  active  in  the  develop- 
ment of  this  business,  which  was  conducted 
along  modem  lines  of  progress,  and  he  insti- 
tuted fair  and  honorable  methixls  which  would 
bear  the  closest  scrutiny.  He  was  also  inter- 
ested quite  extensively  in  stock-raising  and 
continued  in  both  lines  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  occurred  on  the  3rd  day  of  July. 
190^,  the  connnunity  thereby  losing  a  very 
prominent  and  influential  citizen  whose  valnc 
was  widely  recognized.  His  name  bad  long 
figured  in  connection  with  mercantile  interests 
here  and  always  stood  as  a  synonym  of  honor- 
able dealing  and  progressive  effort.  He  was 
a  Mason  and  a  iife-long  Democrat,  hut  always 
hehl  patriotism  above  politics.  He  was  a  man 
of  unblemished  character,  tireless  energy  and 
unlioundwl  industry. 

He  is  succeede<l  in  business  by  his  two  si>ns, 
his  only  children,  Paul  and  Harry  C-  Thi' 
firm  of  Harms  &  I^'vering  was  discontinued, 
the  young  men  retaining  the  clothing  and  gro- 
ceri-  departments  under  the  name  of  Levering 
Brothers.  They  are  of  good  business  ability, 
alert,  energetic,  quickly  recognizing  possibili- 
ties, finding  in  each  transition  stage  of  their 
business  career  opportunity  for  further  ad- 
vancement and  bid  fair  to  sustain  the  repu- 
tation their  father  made  as  an  honorable  man 
and  a  useful  citizen. 


ANDREW  PARK, 
-Vndrew  Park,  who  since  March,  1877,  has 
resided  u]>on  his  farm  on  sections  3  and  10, 
townshiji  IH,  where  he  owns  and  operates  one 
hundred  and  fifty-five  acres  of  land,  was  bom 
in  Paisley,  Scotland,  July  32.  184(i,  his  parents 
Iteing  James  and  Rebecca  (Purdon)  Park, 
who  were  also  nativis  of  the  land  of  the  licath- 
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er.  The  father's  and  mother's  people  came 
from  the  lowlands  of  Scotland  and  he  was  a 
farnier  by  occupation.  The  Park  family  were 
landowners  there  but  going  security  for  a  man 
lost  their  property.  Both  the  parents  of  our 
subject  were  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
church  of  Scotland.  Leaving  his  native  coun- 
try in  18(>2,  James  Park  crossed  the  Atlantic 
to  America  and  made  his  way  westward  to 
Petersbxirg,  His  brothers,  Matthew  and  Thom- 
as Park,  had  come  to  Illinois  many  years  be- 
fore and  had  entered  land  from  the  govern- 
ment when  much  of  it  was  still  unclaimed. 
An  aunt,  Annie  Barclay,  emigrating  from  Scot- 
land to  Virginia,  afterward  came  to  Illinois 
and  purchased  the  farm  whereon  Andrew  Park 
now  resides,  he  having  bought  the  land  from 
her.  Another  aunt,  >[rs.  Margaret  Shepard, 
came  from  Scotland  to  Illinois  at  the  time  of 
the  arrival  of  Thomas  and  ^latthew  Park. 
All  are  now  deceased. 

[n  the  family  of  James  and  Ruliecca  Park 
were  nine  children,  seven  daughters  and  two 
>on^.  as  follows:  Isabella  married  Christopher 
Hose  and  they  resided  in  Scotland,  but  both 
are  now  deceased.  Their  son  Christopher  is 
now  a  resident  of  Antelope  county,  N'ebraska. 
Elizabeth  is  the  deceased  wife  of  William  Wil- 
son, a  resident  of  Scotland,  and  they  had  four 
children.  Rebecca  died  in  infancy.  Rehecca 
married  William  Finley  and  is  now  a  widow, 
residing  two  and  a  half  miles  northeast  of 
I\'tershurg.  Annie  married  Anthony  Clark, 
a  resident  of  Benient,  Piatt  county,  Illinois, 
and  they  have  three  children.  Andrew  is  the 
sixth  of  the  family.  Margaret  is  the  widow 
of  George  W.  Hollis,  resides  in  the  Petersburg 
precinct  and  has  nine  children.  Agnes  is  the 
wife  of  Harry  Houghton,  living  five  miles 
south  of  Petersburg,  and  they  have  six  chil- 
dren. James  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-four 
years. 

In  the  public  schools  of  Scotland  Andrew 
Park  acquired  his  education,  and  while  still 
living  in  that  country  he  began  earning  his 
own  living  by  working  as  a  farm  hand,  re- 
ceiving thirty  dollars  in  compensation  for  six 
months  service.  Coming  to  the  TTnited  States 
in  1S63  he  has  found  in  the  freedom  and  ap- 
preciation of  this  great  western  country,  with 


its  livelier  competition  and  advancement  more 
quickly  secured,  the  business  opportunities  he 
sought  and  is  today  one  of  the  substantial  farm- 
ers of  his  adoi)ted  county.  He  was  employed 
on  his  father's  farm  for  a  time  and  also 
worked  for  others  and  then  when  his  labor 
had  made  possible  the  purchase  of  a  tract 
of  land,  he  began  farming  for  himself  upon 
the  place  which  has  been  his  home  since  March, 
1877.  He  has  here  one  hundred  and  fifty-five 
acres  of  good  land  and  he  also  owns  fifty  acres 
near  the  Brush  schoolhouse,  and  because  of 
the  careful  cultivation  bestowed  upon  his  fields 
the  farm  has  become  very  productive  and 
therefore  profitable. 

On  the  19th  of  August,  1885,  Mr.  Park  waa 
married  to  Miss  Harriet  Rutledge,  a  daughter 
of  McGrady  and  Margaret  (Harris)  Rutledge, 
the  former  a  native  of  Kentucky  and  the  lat- 
ter of  Tennessee.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Park  have 
two  children,  both  of  whom  are  living.  James 
H.,  bom  August  2,  1887;  and  Stella  R.,  bom 
June  17,  18!)2.  Both  are  students  in  the  pub- 
lie  schools- 
Mr.  Park's  views  on  the  temperance  ques- 
tion are  indicated  by  the  support  which  he 
gives  to  the  Prohibition  party.  He  belongs 
to  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  church  and 
his  influence  is  always  a  factor  in  behalf  of 
law  and  order,  justice,  truth  and  right.  He 
has  led  a  very  busy  life,  and,  realizing  that 
lalior  is  the  basis  of  all  honorable  success, 
he  has  worked  on  persistently  year  after  year 
and  is  now  in  [wsscssion  of  a  comfortable  com- 
petence as  the  result  of  his  earnest  toil. 


JOHN  H.  BEHRENS. 

John  H.  Behrens,  who  is  extensively  and 
sirccessfully  engaged  in  the  raising  of  stock 
and  in  general  farming  in  Greenview  town- 
ship, was  bom  on  the  8th  of  February,  1865, 
in  Menard  county,  and  is  of  German  lineage. 
His  parents,  Henry  and  Mary  (Hildebrand) 
Bohn'ns,  were  both  natives  of  Germany.  The 
father,  leaving  that  coimtry,  sailed  for  New 
Orleans  and  thence  proceeded  up  the  Missis- 
sippi river  to  St.  TjOuis,  Missouri,  while  his 
wife,  on  coming  to   America,   made  her  way 
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Uy  water  to  Havaua,  Illinois.  They  were 
nmrried  in  this  state  and  in  order  to  provide 
for  his  family  Henry  Behrens  carried  on  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  He  worked  hard  and  his 
fiireful  management  enabled  him  to  acquire  a 
handsome  competence.  As  his  financial  re- 
sources increased  ho  made  judicious  investments 
in  real  estate  and  became  the  owner  of  ex- 
tensive landed  possessions,  having  seven  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  February,  IH&i.  He  had 
.■survived  his  wife  for  about  three  years,  her 
death  having  occurred  in  Febnian',  1879. 
They  were  the  ])arents  of  five  children,  two 
sons  and  three  daughters,  of  whom  two  sods 
and  a  daughter  are  now  living,  namely:  John 
H.;  William;  and  Mary,  the  wife  of  J.  Wohlcr, 
of  Jlenard  county.  An  uncle  of  Jlr.  Behrens 
of  this  review  is  still  living.  He  is  John 
Hildehraud,  of  firundy  county,  llissouri,  and 
on  the  ]->tli  of  August.  1904,  celebrated  the 
seventieth  anniversary  of  his  birth.  On  that 
occasion  a  party  was  held  in  his  honor,  at 
which  Mr.  Behrens  of  this  review  was  present. 

U]ion  the  old  homestead  farm  John  H.  Bch- 
reii:i  S])cnt  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth 
and  early  liecanie  familiar  with  the  duties  and 
labors  that  fall  to  ihe  lot  of  the  agriculturist. 
Since  attaining  his  majority  he  lias  carried 
on  the  same  jiui-suit  an<i  is  now  well  known 
as  a  successful  sioi-k-raiser  and  feeder.  He 
has  aliout  one  hundred  and  lifty  head  of  cattle 
u|"m  his  place  at  ihis  writing,  in  the  fall  of 
]!»•-!.  together  with  leu  head  of  horses  and 
mules  and  aliout  i>in'  hundred  and  twenty  head 
of  hogs.  He  iuis  recently  shipped  si."ity-(ive 
head  to  the  Chicago  market.  His  landed  pos- 
sessions comprise  five  hundn'd  and  five  acres 
and  because  of  his  |iro|ierty  and  his  business 
cajiacity  and  enterprise  lie  deserves  to  W- 
ranked  among  the  leading  and  substantial 
agrieullurisls  of  Menard  county. 

On  the  x'-id  of  November,  ISSr,  Mr.  Behrens 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Jliss  Lixzie  Stroker, 
a  daughter  of  C.arret  and  Julia  (Miller)  Strok- 
cr,  in  whose  family  were  four  daughters  and 
a  son,  all  of  whom  are  living  in  this  county 
with  one  exception:  Lizzie,  born  June  2li. 
1S()3,  is  now  Mrs.  Belirens;  Anna.  l>orn  Feb- 
ruarv    H,    1si;4.   married    William    Behrens.   a 


Ijrother  of  John  H.  Behrens;  ilary  was  bom 
March  8,  18UT;  Mrs.  Amelia  Koester,  bom 
December  11,  1869,  is  living  in  Nebraska; 
Henry,  born  December  35,  1871,  makes  his 
home  with  liia  eldest  sister.  Unto  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Behrens  have  been  born  four  children: 
George,  born  September  13,  1888;  Edward, 
born  December  28,  1889;  Franklin,  bom  Oc- 
tober 14,  1891 ;  and  Oscar,  horn  July  9,  1899. 
The  children  have  l>een  reared  upon  the  old 
home  farm  upoji  which  their  father  spent  his 
boyhood  days  gnd  where  he  has  always  carried 
on  his  business  interests. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Behrens  are  consistent 
and  loyal  members  of  the  German  Lutheran 
church,  contributing  generously  to  its  support. 
In  his  jKilitical  views  he  is  a  stanch  Republi- 
can, keeping  well  informed  on  the  questions 
and  issues  of  the  day  and  thus  being  able  to 
su]iport  his  position  hy  intelligent  argument. 
For  the  past  twelve  years  lie  has  been  a  school 
director  and  he  is  now  road  commissioner, 
a  position  which  be  has  held  at  different  times 
until  his  incumlwiicy  covers  nine  and  a  half 
years.  In  the  discharge  of  his  duties  he  has 
ever  bwn  ])ronipt  and  faithful  and  all  who 
know  him  recognize  in  hiui  a  man  who  is  re- 
liable and  trustworthy  in  Inisiness,  loyal  in 
citizenship  and  devoted  to  his  family  and 
friends. 


J.  W.  WKHNSINO. 


J.  W.  Wernsing,  one  of  the  prominent  I'io- 
ncer  merchants  of  Menard  county,  whose  enter- 
prising spirit  and  business  foresight  largely 
advanced  commercial  conditions  in  I'elershurg. 
was  a  native  of  Hanover.  Germany.  He  ac- 
(piircd  his  education  there  and  remained  in  the 
fatherland  until  18:18.  when  he  determined  to 
come  to  America.  l{e|iorts  from  the  new  world 
presented  a  story  of  business  c<mditions  and 
possibilitit-s  that  attracted  him,  and  thinking 
that  he  might  win  more  rapid  advancement 
in  a  country  witli  livelier  competition  where 
results  were  more  tjuickly  secured,  he  came  to 
to  the  United  States  and  located  in  Springfield. 
Illinois,  where  he  entered  the  em])loy  of  John 
Taylor,  wiio  then  had  charge  of  the  land  office. 
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IjifiT  he  foriiK'd  a  jmrliiersliip  witK  James  Tay- 
lor, a  son  of  liis  oniployer,  for  the  cstablishniont 
.if  a  dry-goods  store  at  Petersburg,  and  Hiey 
(i|>eiiHl  tlieir  stofk  of  goods  in  a  wooden  build- 
ing in  wliat  was  known  as  the  old  town,  this 
l)oiiig  one  of  the  pioneer  mercantile  enterprises 
of  tlie  place,  Prosi>ority  attended  the  efforts 
of  the  new  firm,  the  bujiiness  keeping  pace  with 
tlie  growth  of  the  town  and  the  settlement  of 
the  surrounding  district,  and  later  they  erected 
a  i)riek  store  building  now  occupied  by  the  First 
National  Bank  and  the  store  adjoining  it  on 
the  north  side.  For  a  number  of  years  Mr. 
Wemsing  was  actively  connected  with  the  eon- 
duct  of  this  business. 

In  public  affairs  Mr.  Wernsing  was  also  prom- 
inent and  his  efforts  contributed  to  the  general 
u]ibuilding  and  improvement  of  his  city  and 
niunty.  He  had  been  a  resident  of  Illinois  for 
'lEily  a  few  years  when  he  enlisted  for  service 
ill  the  Black  Hawk  war,  going  to  the  scene  of 
iiiistilities  under  command  of  Colonel  Jlerri- 
man  and  serving  until  tbe  Indian  uprising  was 
(|uelled.  He  was  at  one  time  circuit  clerk  for 
a  term,  and  his  influence  was  always  given  on 
the  side  of  imjirovenicnt  and  progress,  and 
proved  a  jmtent  element  in  the  substantial  np- 
liuilding  of  Petersburg. 

On  the  8th  of  May.  lH-iry.  Mr.  Wernsing  was 
imited  in  marriage  to  Miss  Minerva  L.  Smith, 
iiiid  hi.<  death  weurred  May  10,  18.^8.  but  he 
i*  yet  remembered  by  many  of  the  pioneer  set- 
tlers of  Menard  county  as  a  man  and  citizen 
i>f  sterling  worth.  His  wife,  now  Mrs.  Fisher, 
is  (me  of  the  oldest  living  settlers  of  Menard 
HUinty.  having  located  here  with  her  parents  in 
]s:tli,  when  a  young  girl  of  eight  years.  They 
c-anie  from  Indiana,  but  her  father  and  mother 
were  originally  from  Kentucky,  After  losing 
her  first  husband  Mrs.  Wernsing  was  again 
married,  iiecoming  the  wife  of  Dedrich  Fisher, 
in  l>((il.  Their  married  life  covered  about  a 
third  of  a  century,  Mr.  Fisher  passing  away 
on  the  12th  of  April.  18i)4,  Mrs.  Fisher  is 
now  in  her  eighty-fmirth  year.  She  has  prop- 
erty in  ilenard  county  and  also  in  San  Diego 
wunty,  California,  and  for  the  past  thirteen 
years  has  made  her  home  in  the  latter  place, 
but  during  that  time  has  made  twenty-two  trips 
to  Menajd  county,  and  at  this  writing  is  now 


visiting  i-elatives  here.  The  raemorj-  of  few, 
if  any,  of  the  residents  of  this  locality  dates 
hack  to  a  more  remote  ])eriod  in  the  history 
of  Menard  county,  and  she  has  intimate  knowl- 
edge of  the  events  which  have  molded  its  pol- 
icy, promoted  its  growth  and  shaped  its  annals. 
She  occupies  a  foremost  place  in  the  regard 
and  warm  esteem  of  a  \'ery  large  circle  of 
friends  in  Menard  countv. 


H.  M.  LEYEEIXG. 


H.  JI,  Le\ering,  master  in  chancery  of  ile- 
nard  county,  was  bom  in  Petersburg.  December 
l.'t.  18(i7,  and  through  much  of  his  active  busi- 
ness career  has  beim  eounei'tt'd  with  the  pub- 
lic service — a  fact  which  indicates  his  reliability 
and  effieieney.  His  father.  Cave  Levering,  was 
a  native  of  Baltimore,  Maryland,  and  was  unit- 
ed in  marriage  to  Miss  Catherine  von  Felden, 
a  native  of  Germany.  On  his  removal  to  Illi- 
nois he  located  in  Springfield,  where  he  re- 
mained for  a  few  years,  and  thence  came  to 
Pt'tersburg,  where  he  turned  his  attention  to 
merchandising,  in  which  field  of  business  activ- 
ity he  continued  until  within  a  few  years  of 
his  death,  when  he  retired  to  enjoy  the  fruits 
of  his  former  toil. 

The  eighth  in  order  of  birth  in  a  family  of 
nine  children,  H.  M.  I.«vering  was  edncated 
in  the  public  schools  of  Petersburg  and  then 
entered  his  brother's  store  as  a  salesman,  Imng 
thus  employed  for  eight  years.  On  the  expira- 
tion of  that  period,  in  1889,  be  was  elected 
county  clerk  and  was  twice  re-elected,  thus  ser\-- 
ing  for  three  consecutive  terms.  ■  On  his  retire- 
ment from  that  office  he  was  appointed  master 
in  chancery,  in  which  capacity  he  is  now  dis- 
charging his  duties  in  a  most  capable  and  com- 
mendable manner.  He  regards  a  public  office 
as  a  public  trust  and  brings  to  the  discharge 
of  his  duties  the  same  enterprising  spirit  and 
keen  discernment  which  he  manifested  whe:i 
controlling  private  business  interests. 

In  August,  1889,  Mr.  Levering  was  married 
to  Miss  Celia  Comlw,  a  native  of  ilenard  conn-, 
ty  and  a  daughter  of  Amos  Combs,  She  died 
January  25,  18i)5,  and  her  death  was  deeply 
regretted    by  many   friends  to   wliom    she  had 


Digirizcd  by 


Google 


;;C4 


PAST  AND    PRESENT    OF    MENAHD    COUNTY 


bccoiiie  emk'an'd  through  her  many  good  traits 
of  heart  HQtl  mind.  She  left  two  children, 
Leigh  and  M'arren.  lu  18ft()  Mr.  Levering  was 
again  married,  his  second  union  being  with 
Miss  Nellie  C.  Huteherson,  a  native  of  Menard 
county  and  a  daughter  of  William  T,  Huteher- 
son, wlio  died  in  the  'SOs.  There  is  one  son 
of  this  marriage,  William. 

Mr.  Levering  is  prominent  in  Masonic  circles, 
l>elongiiig  to  both  the  lodge  and  chapter.  He 
also  holds  mi'ml>ership  relations  with  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  the  Modem  Woodmen  of  America  and 
the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees.  He  has  a  wide 
accpiaintance  in  the  county  where  his  entire 
life  has  been  passed  and  where  he  has  so  direct- 
ed his  energies  as  to  gain  recognition  as  a 
leading  and  representative  citizen,  owing  to  his 
devotion  to  the  public  good  and  his  co-opera- 
tive support  of  all  measures  which  ho  deems 
will  promote  the  welfare  and  substantial  up- 
building of  city  and  county. 


GEOIifiE  NKWELL  VAN  EMAN. 

George  Newell  Van  Enian  is  the  owner  of  a 
good  tract  of  land  in  Athens  precinct  and 
to  the  development  and  improvement  of  his 
farm  he  is  devoting  his  energies  with  the  re- 
sult that  he  now  has  a  productive  tract,  con- 
stituting one  of  the  best  farming  properties  of 
his  locality.  He  was  born  in  HoUidays  Grove, 
West  Virginia,  on  the  'Jth  of  .luly,  1855,  his 
parents  Iwing  W.  W.  and  Ellazanna  Van  Eman. 
The  father  was  a  native  of  Burgettstown, 
Washington  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  the 
mother's  birth  occurred  in  the  same  county 
near  the  village  of  Cross  t'reek,  Virginia,  W. 
\y.  \'an  Eman  devoted  hi:*  early  life  to  farm- 
ing and  teaching  school,  following  the  edu- 
cational profession  for  twelve  years.  He  then 
turned  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits, 
renting  a  tract  of  land  and  sul>sequently  he 
and  his  brother  purcliascil  a  farm.  At  u  later 
date  h<'  bought  his  lirotlier's  interest  and  sub- 
sequently he  sold  the  entire  place  and  removed 
to  a  farm  near  (■'armer  City,  Illinois,  where  he 
also  liought  land,  taking  up  his  abode  there 
in   1H7I>,     For  about  nine  years  he  continued 


the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  that  alai-a 
and  in  1888  he  sold  out  and  became  the  owner 
of  a  tract  of  land  near  Champaign.  There  he 
spent  two  years,  after  which  he  liought  a  farm 
near  Webster  City,  Iowa.  He  !>ought  and  sold 
twice  while  in  that  district  and  he  now  owns 
a  fine  farm  near  Esterville,  Emmet  county, 
lown,  upon  which  he  is  residing.  He  carries 
on  general  agricultural  pursuits  and  is  also  a 
stock-raiser,  breeding  shorthorn  cattle.  Hie 
farm  work  has  been  carefully  conducted  and 
ba.sing  his  success  upon  earnest  labor  he  has 
worked  persistently  to  acquire  a  good  and  prof- 
itable property.  He  has  found  in  his  wife  a 
faithful  companion  and  helpmate  on  life's  jour- 
ney, she  having  carefully  managed  the  house- 
hold affairs,  while  he  has  conducted  his  farm- 
ing interests,  t^nto  them  were  born  seven 
ehildn'n,  of  whom  live,  three  sons  and  two 
daughters,  are  now  living. 

(ieorge  Newell  Van  Eiuan,  the  eldest  of  the 
family,  is  indebted  to  the  public  school  system 
of  western  Pennsylvania  for  the  educational 
privileges  which  h(?  enjoyed  in  his  youth.  When 
he  had  mastered  the  branches  of  learning  usu- 
ally taught  in  the  public  schools  he  Iwgan  farm- 
ing with  his  father  at  Farmer  City.  Illinois. 
He  afterward  spent  seven  years  in  DeWitt  and 
Piatt  counties  as  a  renter  and  then  returned 
to  Menard  county,  loi^ating  uiwn  his  present 
farm,  a  part  of  which  was  left  to  his  wife, 
while  the  remainder  lie  purchased.  They  now 
have  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  acres  and  the 
greater  part  of  the  land  is  under  a  high  state 
of  cultivation,  for  Mr.  Van  Eman  has  contin- 
ued tlic  further  work  of  development  and  im- 
provement until  it  is  now  an  excellent  farm, 
supplied  with  all  modern  accessories  and  equip- 
ments. 

On  the  15th  of  October,  1885,  Mr.  Van 
Eman  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary 
E.  White,  the  ceremony  being  performed  by 
Rev  R.  D.  Miller.  The  lady  was  born  and 
reared  in  Menard  county  and  attendwl  school 
ai  Indian  Point  until  eighteen  years  of  age. 
after  which  she  was  a  student  at  Lincoln  Uni- 
versity in  Lincoln,  Illinois,  for  a  time.  After 
completing  her  education  she  engaged  in  teach- 
ing until  within  a  short  time  of  her  marriage. 
She   is  a    daughter  of    It.    F.   Uliite.  who  was 
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born  in  St.  flair  couiitv,  lilinois,  but  was 
only  a  feu-  months  old  whi-n  brought  to  Me- 
nard eiiuntv,  tlius  becoming  one  of  the  pio- 
neer settlers  of  this  region.  He  was  married 
near  Jacksonville  in  Morgan  county,  Illinois, 
to  llias  Rachel  Roach,  a  native  of  Tennessee, 
and  to  them  were  bora  seven  cliildj-en,  of 
whom  -three  reached  years  of  maturity,  one 
of  these  being  John  E.  Wliite,  who  is  repre- 
sented elsewhere  in  this  volume.  The  father 
was  a  Democrat  in  politics  and  was  an  influ- 
ential and  honored  citizen  of  his  commnnity. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Van  Eman  have  one  son,  Frank 
White,  who  was  born  December  18,  1886,  and 
is  now  assisting  his  father  in  the  operation  of 
the  home  farm. 

In  his  jjolitical  views  Mr.  Van  Eman  is  a 
Republican,  unfaltering  in  his  advocacy  of  the 
party  and  its  principles.  He  and  his  family 
an'  members  of  the  Lebanon  Cumberland  Pres- 
byterian church,  the  house  of  worship  standing 
near  their  home  upon  land  given  for  that  pur- 
|>oae  by  Mrs.  Van  Enian's  grandfather.  Their 
influence  is  ever  on  the  side  of  right,  order 
and  progress  and  in  all  of  his  business  deal- 
ings as  well  as  in  private  life  Mr.  Van  Eman 
h  just  and  fair,  so  that  his  name  has  become 
a  synonym   for  integrity  in  all  trade  transae- 


t'HARLKS   NTSBAUM. 

The  true  measure  of  success  is  determined 
by  what  one  has  accomplished,  and,  as  taken 
in  contradistinction  to  the  old  adage  that  a 
prophet  is  never  without  honor  save  in  his 
own  country,  there  is  particular  interest  at- 
taching to  the  career  of  Charles  Nusltauni, 
since  he  is  a  native  son  of  the  place  where 
he  has  passed  his  active  life  and  so  directed 
his  abilities  and  efforts  as  to  gahi  rwognition 
as  one  of  the  representative  citizens  nf  Menard 
county.  He  is  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law 
and  has  won  for  liimself  an  enviable  ]>osition 
in  the  ranks  of  the  legal  fraternity. 

Born  in  Petersburg,  on  the  l^th  of  January. 
1860,  Mr.  Nusbaum  is  of  German  lineage.  His 
grandfather,  Bernhard  Xushaum,  was  a  native 
of  Bavaria,  Germanv,  in  which  countrv  Abra- 


ham Nusi)Bum,  his  son  and  the  father  of  our 
subject,  was  also  born.  The  latter  came  to 
America  in  early  manhood  and  located  in  Cin- 
cinnati. OJiio,  where  he  was  afterward  joined 
by  his  father  and  the  other  members  of  the 
family,  and  there  the  grandfather  continued 
to  make  his  home  until  called  from  this  life. 
Abraham  Nusbaum,  however,  removed  from 
Ohio  to  Petersburg  about  18.^0  and  established 
a  mercantile  enterprise  which  he  continued  to 
conduct  until  1874.  being  very  successful  in 
the  work.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  Sal- 
zensti'in  and  they  l)ecame  Hie  parents  of  two 
sons. 

Charles  Nusbaum,  the  younger  son,  was  a 
public  school  student  and  after  his  graduation 
from  the  high  srhool  he  continued  his  studies 
in  the  Illinois  College  at  Jacksonville.  In 
1870  he  completed  a  course  there  by  gradua- 
tion and  with  good  literary  knowledge  to  serve 
as  the  basis  of  his  professional  learning  he 
matriculated  in  the  law  de|iartment  of  the 
University  of  Michigan,  where  he  was  grad- 
uated with  the  class  of  1881.  Two  years  later 
he  entered  upon  active  practice  in  Petersburg. 
where  he  has  since  remained,  long  maintaining 
a  foremost  position  in  the  ranks  of  the  legal 
fraternity  in  Menard  county.  From  1888 
until  18!)(J  he  served  as  states  attorney.  The 
zeal  with  whieh  be  has  devoted  his  energies  to 
his  pi-ofession,  the  careful  regard  evinced  for 
the  interests  of  his  clients,  and  an  assidu- 
ous and  unrclaxing  attention  to  all  the  details 
of  his  casef=,  have  brought  him  a  large  busi- 
ness and  made  him  very  successful  in  its  con- 
duet.  His  arguments  have  elicited  warm  com- 
mendation not  only  from  his  associates  at  the 
bar  but  also  from  the  bench.  In  addition  to 
his  law  pi-actiee  he  is  interested  in  iinancial 
circles  of  the  city,  having  succeeded  his  father 
as  a  director  of  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Petersburg.  He  is  also  one  of  the  directors 
of  the  Lanning  Harris  Coal  &  Grain  Company, 
of  Kansas  City. 

On  the  2.'ith  of  October.  1893,  Mr.  Nusbaum 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Clara  Stearn. 
»  native  of  Lincoln,  Illinois,  and  a  daughter 
of  Samuel  and  Jeanette  (Rosen her ger)  Stearn. 
They  have  one  son.  Carl.  Fraternally  Mr. 
Vushanm  is  a  Mason  and  a  Knight  of  Pythia 
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and  is  in  full  sympathy  with  the  beneficent 
teaehiiigs  of  those  orders.  He  was  made  a 
^[arM)ii  in  Juno,  IDOIt,  in  the  Petershurj;  lodge. 
He  owns  a  nice  residence  on  the  Hillside,  and 
he  and  his  wife  are  popular  and  have  many 
friends  in  Jlenard  eounty,  while  their  own  at- 
tractive homo  is  noted  for  its  warm-hearted 
hospitality. 


JOHN  Q.  SPEARS. 

John  Q.  Spears,  who  has  prospered  as  an 
agriculturist  and  is  now  practically  living  re- 
tired, was  l>orn  on  the  8th  of  Novemher,  1K28, 
and  is  today  one  of  the  revered  ]mtriarclis  of 
his  community,  having  passed  the  seventy-sixth 
milestone  on  life's  journey.  His  parents  ivere 
George  and  Marin  W.  (Blankensiiip)  Spears, 
honored  pioneer  settlers  of  Menard  connty. 
His  paternal  grandparents  were  Grorge  and 
Mary  (Neely)  Sjiears.  residents  of  Kentucky. 
who  were  identified  with  the  pioneer  develop- 
ment of  that  state.  A  sketch  of  the  grand- 
mother will  he  found  on  another  page  of  this 
volume. 

George  Spears,  Jr..  was  born  in  Green  coun- 
ty, Kentucky,  March  !l,  ISil."),  and  was  reari'd 
amid  the  wild  scenes  of  frontier  life  upon  hie 
fatlier'a  fann.  He  acquired  a  good  common- 
school  education,  was  early  trained  to  habits  of 
industn'  and  economy,  and  in  1S54,  when  nine- 
teen years  of  age,  he  accompanied  his  parents 
on  their  n'moval  to  Illinois,  the  family  home 
Wing  established  at  Clary's  Grove  in  Menard 
county.  The  grandfather  died  April  10,  1838, 
at  the  age  of  .seventy-four  years,  while  his  wife 
passed  away  January  20,  1S."i3,  at  the  very  ad- 
vanced age  of  ninety  years,  five  months  and 
twenty-seven  days.  He  had  taken  a  helpful 
part  in  tlie  early  im])rovement  and  upbuilding 
of  the  county  and  is  classed  among  the  worthy 
pioneers  whose  efforts  are  still  very  beneficial 
in  the  present  condition  of  progress  and  pros- 
perity in  this  part  of  the  state.  George  Spears, 
Jr.,  attained  his  majority  in  Menard  connty, 
became  identified  with  its  agricultural  interests 
and  prospered  in  his  undertakings,  making  ju- 
dicious investments  in  pniperty  until  he  wiis 
the  owner  of  two  thousand  acres  of  land.     He 


did  much  for  the  county  along  the  lines  of 
agricultural  development  and  improvement. 
In  1829  he  burned  tiie  brick  and  erected  a 
residence  which  is  still  standing,  it  being  the 
second  brick  house  within  the  territory  now 
embraced  in  the  counties  of  Sangamon,  Menard, 
Cass,  Mason  and  Logan.  His  wife  died  June 
23,  1878,  and  he  passed  away  August  27,  ISDl. 
They  were  the  parents  of  five  children:  Mary 
C,  the  wife  of  AViiliam  T.  Bfekman;  William 
N..  deceased;  John  Q. ;  Henry  C,  who  has  also 
passed  away;  and  Elizabeth  F.,  who  married 
George  C.  Spears. 

Jolm  Q.  Spears  was  born  on  the  old  family 
homestead  in  Menard  county  and  is  indebted 
to  the  common  schools  of  that  period  for  the 
early  educational  privileges  he  enjoyed.  The 
first  school  building  at  which  he  attended  was 
an  old  log  structure  with  slab  seats,  greased 
])a|H'r  windows  and  a  large  fireplace.  He  be- 
gan his  studies  when  only  four  years  of  ngc. 
The  first  day  he  received  a  whipping,  three  or 
four  on  the  second  day  and  six  on  the  third 
day  because  he  <'ould  not  say  his  alphabet. 
The  path  of  learning,  therefore,  was  not  a  flow- 
iTV  one  to  him  in  his  early  day.  Experience 
and  observation  have  added  largely  to  his  knowl- 
edge and  in  this  manner  as  well  as  through  his 
training  in  the  schooh-ooni  he  managed  to  ac- 
(juire  a  good  business  education. 

Mr.  Spears  has  always  followed  funning  and 
has  ke|)t  abreast  with  the  progress  of  the  times, 
iis  ]iriniitive  machinery  has  been  re])laced  by 
that  of  modern  manufacture  and  as  the  enulc 
methods  of  early  days  have  given  way  before 
the  jjresent  manner  of  cultivating  the  soil  and 
caring  for  the  crops.  At  one  time  be  was  the 
owner  of  eleven  hundre<l  and  seventy-six  acres 
of  land  in  >rcnard  county,  constituting  a  very 
valuable  property,  and  he  also  owned  land  cise- 
whcre  until  his  pro]>erty  interests  aggregated 
twenty-six  hundred  acres.  He  afterward  gave 
to  his  sons  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  good 
land  and  he  still  retains  possession  of  thri* 
hundred  and  twenty  acres.  Other  business  in- 
IcR'sts  have  likewise  claimed  the  time  and  at- 
tention of  Mr.  Sp<>ars.  For  six  years  he  was 
engaged  in  the  (Iry-goods  and  lumber  business 
in  TalUila,  In-ing  forced  into  the  business  on 
lU'count  of  loaning  money  to  a  party  who  could 
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nut  pav.  He  also  carried  on  a  dry-goods  and 
grocerv  trade  at  Roodliouse  for  the  same  length 
i>f  tijne,  and  on  disponing,  of  that  lie  was  en- 
;riiged  in  the  grocery  liusiness  at  Tallutu  for 
iivi>  years  nnd  a  lialf.  Thus  his  efforts  have 
Ut'n  directed  into  various  fields  of  aetivity  and 
his  sound  judgment  and  untiring  industry  have 
in-t'n  resultant  factors  in  hringing  him  very 
gratifying  success. 

Mr.  S]>cars  has  hccii  married  twice.  On  the 
2d  of  May.  iSrA.  he  wedded  Susan  J.  Merrill, 
a  daughter  of  Jacob  Merrill,  She  died  De- 
emdjer  14,  lrtT3,  leaving  three  eliildren;  Wil- 
liam H,.  the  eldest,  horn  June  20,  18.>y,  now 
ri'side?  in  Petci-siuirg;  James  J,,  Iwrn  Fel>ruary 
37.  ISiil,  is  living  in  Tallula ;  and  Ciiarles  G., 
iKirn  .luly  (1.  18(l!l.  makes  his  home  upon  the 
fiinu  which  was  once  occupied  by  Jiis  father. 
For  his  second  wife  Mr.  Spears  chose  Martha 
R.  Turner,  a  daugjiter  of  John  L.  and  Mary 
iHawkes)  Turner,  of  Mason  county.  She  was 
liorn  Octol)er  IG,  183T,  and  their  marriage  was 
celebrated  December  2,  IHl't. 

Mr.  Spears  cast  his  first  presidential  vole  for 
Winfield  Seott,  giving  his  |K>litieaI  allegiance 
to  the  Wliig  party  until  its  di.=solution,  when  he 
joined  the  ranks  of  the  Republican  party,  with 
which  he  continues  to  affiliate.  The  election 
nf  iai)4  fell  upon  his  birthday  and  he  has 
voted  at  fifty-six  elections,  having  never  been 
ill  ujion  'a  single  election  day.  His  wife  is  a 
iiieniber  of  the  Baptist  church.  In  March, 
1S.')4,  he  became  a  member  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  Whs  made  a  ^lason 
on  the  11th  of  the  following  April  at  Peters- 
hurg.  on  the  site  of  the  new  school  bnildtng. 
He  now  belongs  to  Clinton  lodge,  \o.  19.  A.  F. 
A  A.  M.;  Dp  Witt  chapter.  No.  11!).  U.  A. 
M,:  iind  to  St.  Aldemar  commandery.  K,  T.,  of 
Petersburg. 

Among  other  interesting  relics  Mr.  Sininrs 
has  a  wooden  lio\  engraved  in  imitation  of  n 
r.crman  Bihie,  made  aliont  1782,  near  Detroit, 
Michigan,  by  a  man  who  was  then  a  prisoner 
among  the  Indians.  He  also  has  n  piece  of 
rlie  floor  of  the  house  at  Rocky  Hill,  three 
miles  north  of  Princeton.  Xew  Jersey,  where 
Washington  wrote  his  farewell  address;  and  a 
piece  of  the  root  of  a  tree  from  Washington's 
home  at  Mt.  Vernon.     One  of  the  oldest  native 


i^ons  of  Menard  county,  his  memory  forms  a 
connecting  link  between  the  primitive  past  and 
progressive  present.  He  is  familiar  with  the 
history  of  the  count)-  during  its  pioneer  epoch 
and  has  watclied  it  emerge  from  frontier  con- 
ilitioiiB  to  take  its  place  with  the  leading  coun- 
ties of  this  great  commonwealth.  He  has  ever 
nmnifested  a  pride  in  what  has  been  accom- 
|)lished  and  has  borne  his  full  share  in  the 
work  of  public  improvement  in  his  locality. 
.Vlthough  seventy-six  years  of  age  he  is  still 
hale  and  hearty  and  possesses  a  most  wonder- 
ful memory  and  genial  nature — one  whom  it  is 
a  great  pleasure  to  meet  and  converse  with  as 
ho  has  a  fund  of  most  interesting  stories  of 
pioneer  days  when  .\braham  Lincoln  was  one 
of  the  boys  in  this  county.  His  wife  is  also 
a  most  pleasant  and  estimable  lady  and  their 
home  is  noted  for  its  hospitality. 


MARY  XEELY. 

Mary  N'eely  was  lx)rn  the  fourth  of  a  family 
of  ten  eliildren.  horn  to  William  and  Jlargarct 
(Patterson)  X<'ely,  near  the  Kreneli  Broad 
River,  in  the  state  of  South  Carolina,  on  the 
■HHh  day  of  August,  1761.  Her  parents  were 
of  Irish  and  Welsh  extraction.  .\t  what  date 
they  came  to  .\mertca  is  not  known,  or  whether 
they  were  l>orn  in  South  Carolina.  Xeither  is 
it  material  to  tlie  subject  of  this  sketch.  Mary 
seemed  to  be  a  great  favorite  of  her  father's, 
but  in  that  early  day  schools  were  scarce,  and 
l)ooks  were  few.  and  nothing  like  system  was 
attempted  in  wluit  few  schools  there  wore  in 
the  rural  districts:  and  owing  to  circumstances 
that  followed,  six  weeks  was  all  the  schooling 
she  ever  had.  Her  early  days  were  spent,  as 
those  of  most  of  those  hardy  pioneers,  in  cabl- 
ing and  spinning  wool  and  flax,  and  assisting 
the  men  in  their  endeavor  to  make  a  living 
for  the  family.  She  was  just  past  her  eight- 
eenth birthday  tt'hen  her  father  became  rest- 
less, on  account  of  the  Indians  being  driven 
hack,  and  concluded  to  emigrate  to  the  terri- 
tory (then  belonging  t"  North  Carolina),  now 
state  of  Tennessee.  Moving  a  family  at  that 
time  and  in  that  direction  was  a  hazardous  un- 
dertaking.    So  her  father,  with  six  other  ]iio- 
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neers,  set  about  making  preparations  to  move 
their  household  effects,  lie  choosing  a  large 
poplar  tree  in  which  the  country  aboiirnlccl,  and 
dug  out  for  himself  a  canoo,  the  dimensions 
of  which  were  fifty-six  feet  long,  three  feet 
wide  and  three  feet  deep,  the  largest  of  the 
fleet  made  from  a  single  tn'e;  but  there  were 
some  of  larger  dimensions,  but  made  from  two 
trees.  When  it  was  completed  ho  added  four 
inches  to  the  depth  by  nailing  on  strips,  into 
which,  after  launching,  he  placetl  seven  grind- 
stonefi  for  ballast.  After  selling  his  landed 
possessions  for  thirty  thousand  dollars  in  Con- 
tinental money,  lie  loaded  his  household  goods 
into  this  canoe,  leaving  the  balance  of  the  fam- 
ily to  come  by  land,  bringing  wilh  them  ninety- 
six  head  of  cattle  and  some  forty  head  of 
horses,  to  what  is  now  Xeely's  Rend,  in  the 
Cumlicrland  river,  some  ten  or  twelve  miles 
east  of  the  present  site  of  XashviUe.  Tenni'ssee, 
the  Bond  taking  its  name  from  him.  Taking 
Mary  with  him,  with  the  other  part  of  the 
fleet  he  emiiarked  on  their  perilous  enterprise 
down  timt  crooked  stream  to  its  junction  with 
the  Tennessee ;  then  down  the  Tennessee  lo  near- 
ly opimsite  Xasliville.  near  the  Ifussui  Shoals, 
then  across  the  country,  slo]»ping  where  Uie  city 
of  Xashville  now  stands,  where  they  found 
an  unfinished  [wlo  cabin,  but  they  were  afraid 
to  remain  on  account  of  the  many  signs  of 
Indians,  but  journeyed  on  in  a  short  time,  to 
the  present  site  of  the  village  of  floodlettsville, 
some  two  mike  north  of  the  jmiction  of  (he 
Louisville  and  Nashville  railroad,  and  its  Hen- 
derson hraiK-h,  and  there  built  a  fort,  the  re- 
mains of  which  were  still  visible  in  ISTii.  and  1 
]m'sunie  are  to  this  day.  Here  some  twenty 
families  gathered  for  mutual  protection,  num- 
bering between  thirty  and  for'.y  men  able  to 
l»ear  arms.  William  Neely  seems  to  have  been 
the  leader,  as  his  connsels  were  songlit  in  every 
enterprise.  Neely  put  his  stock,  both  horses 
and  cattle,  down  in  the  bend  of  the  river  for 
the  purpose  of  getting  food,  being  protected  to 
some  extent  from  marauding  bands  of  Indians. 
One  of  the  great  needs  to  nil  civilisied  nations 
is  salt,  and  to  their  gn'at  delight  tlicy  discov- 
ei-ed  a  small  spring  on  the  bank  of  the  river 
from  which  they  could  supply  that  demand, 
although   it   is   so   strongly   impregnated   with 


sulphur  that  its  nse  now  for  the  manufacture 
of  salt  would  not  he  thought  of  for  a  moment ; 
but  to  those  sturdy  pioneers  it  was  a  God-send. 
The  stock  required  no  feed  cvcept  what  they 
could  get  from  the  cane  brakes  and  pea  vine; 
but  not  so  with  the  people,  although  bear,  deer 
and  turkeys  wore  abundant.  The  great  danger 
was  in  hunting  them,  but  a  brave  man,  such 
as  composed  that  little  band  of  Spartans,  will 
brave  any  danger  to  appease  the  hunger  of 
his  wife  and  little  ones.  In  this  manner  did 
they  live,  some  guarding  while  others  felled 
the  great  giants  of  the  forests.  The  following 
summer  they  had  to  live  on  meat  and  vege- 
tables, as  their  little  stock  of  flour  and  meal 
was  long  ago  exhausted.  But  from  the  maples 
that  were  aimndant  in  the  liend  from  which 
they  could  supply  themselves  with  sugar  and 
molasses,  with  plenty  of  moat  and  vegetables. 
which  grew  luxuriantly,  they  managed  to  keep 
SDul  and  body  together  until  roasting  ears  grew : 
imt  when  the  corn  bL-eanie  hard  a  new  difficulty 
jiresented  itself — they  iiad  some  corn,  hut  no 
mill  to  grind  it;  hut  as  necessity  is  the  mother 
of  invention,  they  soon  made  a  mortar  in  wliieh 
they  jKtuiidcd  it,  taking  the  finest  for  bread, 
while  they  made  hominy  of  the  coarser.  It 
was  at  this  |)eriod  the  incident  occurred  which 
changed  the  whole  course  of  young  Mary's  life. 
Aiiiuit  thirty  of  the  men  were  at  the  spring, 
aljout  two  and  one-half  miles  from  the  fort, 
making  salt  and  clearing  off  ground  for  culti- 
vation the  next  year,  thinking  all  were  com- 
]iaratively  safe,  as  no  sign  of  Indians  had  been 
noticed  fiir  (]uite  awhile.  On  Friday  evening 
Mary  concluded  to  go  with  some  of  the  men  to 
the  spring:  having  the  chills  at  the  time,  she 
thought  the  water  would  be  beneficial  to  her, 
taking  some  of  th<'  softest  com  with  her  to  grate 
for  a  hoe  cake  for  her  father's  supi>er.  About 
two  hours  before  sunset  her  father  told  the 
men  all  to  go  to  the  fort,  and  he  and  Mary 
would  stay  theie  alone.  Some  of  the  men  pro- 
tested, saying  it  was  dangerous  to  leave  him 
and  Mary  thus  e.\posed;  Init  he  being  a  man 
without  fear  thought  there  was  no  danger,  and 
persistol  in  renuiining.  Seeing  expostulations 
and  |iersunsion  was  of  no  avail,  the  men  went  to 
the  fort.  No  sooner  were  the  men  out  of  sight 
than  three   Indians  that  had  been  lurking  in 
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the  cane,  wiioso  eagle  eves  saw  that  ]\h  gun 
was  some  little  distance  from  him,  sprang  upon 
him  before  he  could  reach  his  gun,  and  cleft 
his  head  open  with  their  savage  tomahawk, 
while  Mary  stood,  thoughtless  of  her  own  safety, 
hallooing  to  him  to  run  for  his  gun;  hut  when 
tlie  nmrderoiis  tomahawk  had  done  its  work,. 
she  fainted,  and  when  conseionsness  returned, 
two  Indians  had  her  one  hy  each  ami.  dragging 
her  more  dead  than  alive,  to  their  canoe,  which 
was  concealed  in  the  cane.  She  could  have 
secreted  herself  easily  where  she  might  have 
n-niained  safe  until  the  men  returned  from  the 
fort  had  she  had  presenc-e  of  mind  to  have  done 
si»,  hut  heroine  as  she  was,  to  see  that  dear 
father  struck  down  in  the  vigor  of  his  nian- 
hiKul,  was  too  much  for  her  poor  A'oung  heart 
to  licar.  Through  her  long  life  afterward,  she 
would  refer  to  that  as  the  saddest  day  of  her 
whole  life.  Poor  child — who  would  doubt  this, 
a  girl  nineteen  years  of  age.  full  of  hope  in 
anticipation  of  a  bright  future,  seeing  iier 
father's  life  blood  flowing  from  his  dear  head; 
then,  as  if  that  was  not  enough  to  satisfy  their 
savage  brutality,  to  tear  from  that  bead  the 
scalp,  more  savage  than  a  hyena.  Think  of 
this,  you  that  were  born  In  the  lap  of  luxury, 
surrounded  by  friends  and  all  the  blessing  that 
civilization  brings,  what  our  grandfathers  and 
grandmothers  bad  to  eudure,  those  that  first 
tried  to  make  a  jienuanent  setllenient  in  Ken- 
tucky and  Tcnnessi'e,  yea,  wc  may  add.  from 
the  Atlantie  to  beyond  the  great  Father  of 
Wflti'rs,  even  to  the  Pacific  ocean.  After  the 
murdering  of  Mary's  father,  they  made  haste 
to  get  away.  They  crossivl  over  the  river  to 
the  nortii  and  traveled  for  three  days  due  north 
U'fore  they  came  to  the  lialance  of  their  band; 
and  when  they  reached  their  savage  comrades 
ilar>'  fuHy  expected  they  would  murder  and 
scalp  her,  hut  to  her  astonishment,  they  did 
not.  Then  she  concluded  she  was  spared  for 
future  torture,  well  knowing  their  savage  na- 
tun-.  The  Indians  held  a  council,  and  iinaljy 
gave  her  the  choice  of  becoming  the  wife  of  a 
young  buck,  or  a  servant  to  the  chief,  and  she' 
chose  the  servant's  place.  Little  did  she  think 
when  she  made  the  choice,  that  it  would  be  re- 
s[)ected,  but  the  idea  of  becoming  the  wife  of 
the  brute  who  murdered  her  father  was  so  re- 


pulsive to  her  noble  nature  that  death  woubl 
have  been  far  i)referal)le.  For  three  weeks  after 
her  father  was  killed  she  could  not  shed  a  tear. 
She  often  said  afterward  that  she  felt  that  ■ 
she  would  give  the  world  if  slie  could  cry,  but 
her  poor  heart  was  too  full.  All  that  long  and 
weary  march,  when  nnperceived  by  the  Indians, 
she  would  make  marks  on  the  trees  to  guide 
those  who  might  pursue,  or  as  a  guiilc  to  her  if 
she  should  make  her  escape,  but,  poor  child, 
their  vigilant  eye  was  ever  on  her.  Day  after 
day,  and  night  after  night,  did  she  watch,  wait 
and  hope  for  deliverance,  hut,  alas !  Hope 
would  spring  up  to  be  dashed  to  the  ground. 
Even  the  stars  through  the  long  watches  of  the 
night,  seemed  to  nuick  her  in  her  misery.  One 
day.  while  bnHxling  over  her  desolation,  the 
tears  began  to  fill  her  eyes,  and  when  she  could 
weep,  what  a  n'lief  to  her  poor  heart,  which  she 
continued  to  do  for  many  days.  Finally,  one 
of  the  savages  said,  "What  makes  you  cry  so?"' 
She  replied,  "You  killed  my  father."  As  if  to 
pacify  her  grief  he  said,  "If  !  had  known  it  was 
your  father,  I  would  not  have  killed  him." 
which  seemetl  to  her  'savage  ntockery.  Day 
after  day  did  she  jjcrform  the  work  assigned 
her,  but  not  willingly.  They  kept  her  hands 
liound  as  a  precaution  against  her  attempting 
to  escape,  binding  her  in  the  evening  and  taking 
oil  the  thongs  in  the  morning,  when  her  services 
were  wanted.  .V  favorite  pastime  with  them  in 
the  evening  was  to  get  out  the  scalps  they  bad 
taken,  to  dry  them  in  front  of  the  fire.  What 
must  have  iK'cn  her  feelings,  to  si'e  those  demons 
take  her  father's  seal])  and  hold  it  up  iK'fore 
her  eyes,  pretending  to  Ik;  drying  it.  and  as 
though  that  was  not  enough,  would  trim  off . 
the  corners  and  cast  them  at  her  feet,  when 
she  would  collect  together,  make  a  hole  in  the 
ground  with  her  hands,  and  bury  them,  which 
she  <lid  with  her  hands  crossed  and  bound  in 
front  of  her.  Her  captors  did  not  cease  their 
vigilant  watch  over  her  for  n  long  time,  but 
after  they  had  reached  the  vicinity  of  the 
Mammoth  cave,  in  Kentucky,  they  became  less 
watchful,  and  allowed  her  to  slee]i  unl)ound. 
One  night,  while  encamped  under  a  beech  tree 
into  which  a  grape  vine  had  climbed,  she 
watched  her  opportunity,  when  her  enemies 
wen'  asleep,  climbed  u))  and  secreted  herself 
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ainonj;  its  braiit-hts,  remaining  there  until 
morning,  when  st^nrch  was  made  for  her.  but 
she  nowhere  could  U'  found.  She  bei-oming 
aware  that  thov  would  not  leave  the  camp  with- 
out making  a  more  thorougli  search  and  would 
remain  tliere  longer  than  she  couhl  remain  in 
the  tree,  answered  their  call  and  came  down, 
to  their  great  delight,  for  tliey  had  found  by 
this  time  that  slie  was  too  valuable  a  servant 
to  give  up.  When  she  was  captured  she  liad  a 
few  needles  which  she  well  knew  how  to  use, 
and  did  what  sewing  they  required. 

By  this  time  winter  had  come,  and  in  a  short 
time  the  sniallpo.v  made  its  appearance,  when 
tlie  whole  band  was  stricken  with  t!mt  dread- 
ful disease,  except  an  old  squaw.  Mary  was 
broken  out  all  over  her  Imdy,  and  swelled  to 
such  an  extent  that  she  had  to  stand  on  her 
hands  and  knees,  which  were  the  only  spots 
that  wen-  not  covered  with  sores.  She  was 
blind  for  four  days,  and  to  add  to  her  misery, 
she  was  without  clothing  of  any  kind  except  a 
cotton  garment,  and  a  blanket:  and  all  the  fire 
she  had  was  a  small  stick,  the  end  of  which 
was  set  on  fire,  and  liy  steadily  pushing  it 
against  a  large  log  kept  herself  from  freezing, 
as  th^re  were  none  to  wait  on  her,  and  if  the 
Indians  had  not  been  similarly  afflicted  she 
would  have  gotten  hut  little  care.  While  she 
was  thtis  afflicted,  their  scanty  supply  of  meat 
gave  out,  and  they  were  recluced  to  the  jiainful 
necessity  of  drinking  In'ars'  oil,  of  which  the 
Indians  seemetl  to  always  carry  a  supply,  but 
of  which  she  could  not  partake,  as  her  stomach 
rebelled.  When  the  pox  iK'gan  sloughing  off 
the  old  s<|UMW  made  her  an  ointment  of  the 
leaves  of  the  |irickly  ]iear,  and  bears'  oil,  and 
gave  her  to  anoint  her  face  and  hands,  which 
effectually  previ^nted  tlieni  from  leaving  sears. 
Whi'n  the  Indians  i-ecovered  they  soon  procured 
meat  enough  tii  satisfy  their  immediate  wants. 
and  that  is  all  the  Indian  seems  to  care  for. 
It  was  now  spring  of  the  year,  and  they  set 
off  horth.  hunting  and  skulking  in  the  brush 
for  white  men  who.  at  times,  had  to  dcjtend  on 
yamc  for  their  supply  of  food.  Sometimes  the 
IndiiLUs  would  be  entirely  out  of  anything  to 
eat  and  w<)nld  resort  to  the  l)ears"  oil,  which 
poor  Mary  eonld  not  drink.  On  one  occasion 
tl'ey  were  witliont  food   for  ten  days,  and  all 


tlie  poor  girl  had  to  eat  during  that  time  was  a 
piece  of  white  oak  bark  that  she  pealed  witli  her 
knife,  which  she  had  earrie<l  with  her  since  her 
capture.  On  the  tenth  day,  alwut  ten  o'clock, 
they  killed  a  iH'ar,  hut  were  afraid  to  remain 
long  in  that  locality,  so  they  cut  out  such  parts 
as  they  desin'd,  and  Mary  cut  out  ahout  a 
pound  of  the  fat  along  the  loin,  and  devoured 
raw,  which,  of  course,  came  near  costing  her 
her  life;  but  the  old  scjuaw  made  herself  useful 
in  her  c-ase,  gave  her  some  tea  made  of  herlw-. 
and  she  soon  was  relieved.  There  is  one  good 
trait  in  the  character  of  the  Indians — they  will 
divide  whatever  they  have  to  eat  even  with  their 
prisoners.  At  a  subseiiucnt  time  they  kilkil  a 
(juail  and  divided  it  info  fourteen  ])aris.  not 
omitting  to  divide  the  entrails.  On  another 
occasion  they  killed  a  large  blacksnake  on  which 
they  feasted.  That  summer  seemed  to  1h'  hard 
on  them.  They  were  passing  through  the  In- 
diana territory,  and  theirs  was  a  small  liand. 
only  fourteen,  including  their  captive.  Thrci' 
or  four  of  that  number  were  stjuaw.s,  and  they 
were  in  constant  dread  of  the  whites.  They 
CBni|)ed  at  the  French  Licks  for  some  days, 
while  there,  and  in  sore  distress  for  somi-thing 
to  eat.  An  eruption  occurreil  just  after  dark 
almut  a  (juartcr  of  a  mile  northeast  of  their 
camp.  A  great  flash  of  light  si'cmwl  to  bur.st 
from  the  ground,  accompanied  by  a  loud  re- 
lK>rt.  which  shook  the  earth  for  (|uite  a  dis- 
tance, which  greatly  excited  the  Indians.  The 
bucks  al!  went  to  ascertain  the  cause.  When 
they  started  they  gave  strict  orders  that  no 
noise  was  to  be  made  at  the  camp,  but  they 
had  not  been  gone  a  great  while  when  a  di-cr 
that  had  probably  l)een  frightened  i»y  the  ex- 
plosion, or  the  Indians,  came  running  in  the 
direction  of  the  camp,  and  halted  within  a 
few  feet  of  the  camji.  Xotwithstanding  the 
positive  orders  of  the  old  chief,  his  old  squaw 
IHiinted  to  Mary  and  to  the  gun,  when  she 
raised  the  gun  and  killed  the  deer  in  its  tracks. 
The  Indians  supposing  the  whites  had  attaekoil 
them,  came  running  back  to  ascertain  the  cause 
of  the  disturbance.  They  were  told  that  it  was 
Mary  who  had  fired  the  gun  and  killed  the 
deer.  On  the  instant  the  old  chief  raised  hie 
tomahawk  to  brain  her  for  daring  to  disohoy 
him,  when  the  old  squaw  caught  his  arm  and 
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pointed  to  tiio  doer,  wlicn  liis  wrath  i  in  mediately 
suiisidt'd,  and  lie  appuarod  firi'iitly  dulighted. 
Tlic  following  day  the  Indians  revisited  the 
loeaiity  where  the  great  light  burst  ii|>  from  the 
ground,  the  night  previous,  and  l>roiight  back 
many  s}H.t-iniens  which  they  supposed  was  lead 
ore,  but  when  they  failed  to  melt  it  with  all  the 
appliances  they  possessed,  they  pronounced  it 
money.  S])ecinien3  of  silver  have  been  found 
there  occasionally  ever  since,  and  no  doubt  there 
is  a  dejMsit  of  silver  ore  in  that  vicinity,  to 
what  extent  is  not  known. 

The  Indians  now  commenced  their  march  to 
the  north,  keeping  as  close  to  the  Wabash  river 
as  possible.  The  next  winter  found  them  in 
nortliern  Indiana.  Here  they  sufferwl  much 
from  the  cold  of  the  long  winter  that  followed. 
Think  of  it,  you  that  ha\'e  warm  houwes,  and 
comfortable  clothing,  of  spending  a  winter  in 
northern  Indiana  out  of  doors  with  no  shelter 
but  the  starry  heavens,  no  clothing  but  a  thin 
cotton  garment  and  a  blanket.  It  was  during 
that  winter  that  an  incident  o<'curred  that 
caused  quite  an  unusual  stir  among  the  In- 
dians. They  had  gotten  so  far  away  with  their 
captive,  that  they  were  com|)arative!y  careless 
with  her,  supposed  she  never  could  get  away 
from  them,  and  they  had  ceased  to  keep  such 
a  close  watch  on  her.  So,  one  night  she  lay 
down  after  a  hard  day's  work,  rolled  herself 
up  in  her  blanket,  and  was  soon  oblivious  to 
her  surroundings.  l>uring  the  night  it  began 
to  snow,  and  by  daylight  there  had  more  than 
a  foot  in  depth  fallen.  When  the  Indians  got 
Tip  no  Mary  was  to  be  seen.  They  made  search 
for  her  in  all  directions,  without  success. 
Finally,  abandoning  the  hope  of  ever  finding 
her,  one  of  the  Indians  threw  a  pole  back  in 
the  snow,  which  fell  with  considerable  weight 
on  her,  as  she  lay  there  all  unconscious  of  her 
surroundinga.  The  sudden  shock  awoke  her. 
and  with  a  spring  she  was  on  her  feet  in  an  in- 
stant, to  the  amazement  and  delight  of  the 
Indians.  When  she  awoke  she  was  in  a  profuse 
perspiration.  Aft£r  the  first  exclamation  of  joy 
at  her  discovery,  their  brutal  instincts  returned, 
and  they  compelled  her  to  cut  and  carry  twenty 
poles  to  bum  before  they  would  allow  her  to 
come  to  the  fire  to  warm. 

Finally,  warm  weather  returned,  when  the 


band  went  out  on  foraging  ex[>editions,  coming 
in  bringing  many  w'alps  with  them,  and  some 
horses.  After  a  time  the  horses  strayed  away, 
and  all  hands,  including  Mary,  were  sent  or 
went  to  hunt  for  them.  Mary  and  the  chief's 
son's  wife  went  in  com]»any.  Mary  had  a  ris- 
ing on  the  bottom  of  her  foot,  caused  by  a 
bruise  which  made  her  quite  tame.  Conse- 
quently, she  could  not  walk  as  fast  as  her  com- 
panion. The  little  squaw  asked  her  why  she 
did  not  walk  faster,  when  she  replied  she  could 
not  on  account  of  the  sore  on  her  foot,  to  which 
the  squaw  made  reply,  "I^t  me  see  it,"  and 
when  she  held  her  foot  up  for  ins[)ection  the 
little  savage  hit  it  with  a  large  club  she  was 
carrying,  which  rendered  her  foot  so  painful 
that  she  was  compelled  to  go  to  camp,  where 
Mary  laid  in  her  complaint  to  the  old  squaw, 
and  when  her  husband  came  in  she  told  of  the 
treatment  Mary  had  receivtd,  whom  the  chief 
called  into  his  presence,  and  she  corroborated 
the  story  of  the  old  squaw,  and  exhibited  her 
foot.  This  enraged  the  old  Jiief  and  he  called 
up  the  young  squaw,  and  admmistered  to  her 
such  a  beating  as  Mary  had  never  witnessed 
before;  in  fact,  until  she  was  sorrj-  and  pleaded 
for  the  young  brute.  Although  her  treatment 
by  the  Indians  was  brutal  in  the  extreme,  yet 
she  was  of  such  a  tender  and  sympathetic  dia- 
]>osLtLon  that  she  rebelled  at  unnecessary  pun- 
ishment. 

Tiie  nest  move  the  Indians  made  was  toward 
the  east.  In  their  journeyings  they  came  to  a 
British  trading  post,  presided  over  by  a  British 
otticer,  where  the  Indians  halted  and  bought 
some  trinkets  of  the  ofticcrs.  the  officers  taking 
in  exchange  human  scalps,  among  which  was 
Mary's  own  father's.  She  tried  to  get  liim  to 
buy  her  of  the  Indians,  to  which  he  replied, 
saying  he  would  buy  no  more  live  scalps,  when 
all  the  indignation  that  her  young  heart  was 
capable  of  mustering  arose,  and  she  commenced 
to  taunt  him  with  bis  nefarious  business,  which 
so  arousi'd  his  ire  that  he  threatened  to  cleave 
her  bead  from  her  shoulders,  which  she  dared 
him  to  do.  In  that  bouse,  strung  on  a  wire, 
whe  saw  infants'  scalps,  the  hair  on  which  was 
not  more  than  an  inch  long.  What  think, 
kind  reader,  of  a  government  that  will  resort 
to  such  nefarious  measures,  murdering  women 
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and  I'liildrou:-'  It  riuiy  1h'  isnid  tliat  tlie  gov- 
emnieiit  did  not  do  that,  Init  tli<\v  did  bv  their 
savage  tools.  Here  was  a  man,  a  British  suli- 
j'fct,  an  officer  of  its  army,  and  in  its  pay, 
stationed  there  for  the  purpose  of  inciting  the 
Indians  to  murder;  not  only  so,  hut  to  huy  the 
seaijis  of  infants  and  their  mothers,  tliat  they 
had  liutehered.  Xo  wonder  the  Bi'itisli  gov- 
ernnient  will  not  allow  these  things  piililishod  in 
their  history  of  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  It 
is  a  disgrace  that  will  never  he  effnwd  from  its 
history,  \o  other  eivilized  government  on 
earth  has  ever  resorted  to  siieh  measures.  No 
wonder  the  brave  hearts  of  the  Irish  people 
rehel  at  their  tyrrany.  The  heart  turns  sick  at 
the  contemplation  of  such  deeds  of  infaiiiv,  and 
turning  from  the  dark  deeds,  we  ar<'  about  to 
enter  a  brighter  chapter. 

They  were  now  nenring  Detroit,  Slichigan, 
and  camped  Just  outside  of  the  stockade,  where 
the  French  sliowed  Mary  every  kindness:  in 
fact,  it  was  their  business  to  Iniy  or  steal  pris- 
oners from  the  Indians.  In"  her  ease,  the 
Frenchman  who  undertook  to  get  Iht  awuy 
took  a  plan  whieh  he  was  sure  would  sueci'cd. 
That  is.  he  tried  the  effeets  of  fire  water:  so 
he  brought  them  a  quart  of  whisky,  of  whieh 
they  all  partook  verv  freely,  except  the  old 
chief,  who  ivinained  si>l)er  to  watch,  as  is  tlie 
Indian  eiistom.  The  Frenchman  remained 
talking  with  the  Indians  until  near  sunset; 
then  he  informed  the  old  chief  that  his  wife 
would  want  the  cup  to  put  milk  in  to  feed  the 
baby,  during  the  night,  well  knowing  he  would 
order  Mary  to  return  it  to  its  owner.  The  chief 
turned  to  her  and  hade  her  take  the  cup  home, 
when  she  pn'tended  to  refnsi'  (as  she  was  siek 
with  the  chills  at  the  time,)  she  well  knowing 
that  he  would  re}ieat  the  order,  which  he  did 
with  a  threat  of  splitting  her  head  open  with 
the  tomahawk  if  .she  refused  ;  when  she  arose, 
going  to  their  treasure  box  (as  «he  carried  the 
keys.)  unlocking  it  with  the  intention  of  get- 
ting a  pair  of  silver  shoe  buckles  that  belonged 
to  her,  hut  was  imahle,  in  her  escitenu'nt  to  get 
hut  one:  and  afraid  of  delay,  left  the  keys  in 
the  lock,  not  wishing  to  take  anything  belong- 
ing to  them.  Imagine,  if  you  can.  the  joy 
that  was  welling  up  in  her  heart,  mingled  with 
fear,  that  after  two  long  years  of  most  cruel 


imprisonment  she  was  now  aliout  to  be  free: 
but  that  some  move  made,  a  word  sjioken, 
might  dash  all  her  hopes  to  the  ground.  Site 
thought  of  home,  of  friends,  although  she  knew 
she  was  Be])arated  from  them  by  hundreds  of 
miles;  but  she  hoped  to  yet  Iw  sparei!  to  Si"** 
them.  The  terrible  uncertainty  of  her  escape 
being  successful,  seconds  seemed  to  her  hours. 
She.  when  prudence  dictated  to  her  to  tarry  no 
longer,  took  the  cup  and  hastened  as  fast  as 
she  could  to  her  destination.  The  lady  to 
whom  file  was  sent  was  standing  in  her  yard 
when  she  arrived,  told  her  to  thniw  the  cup 
over  the  fence,  and  go  with  her  brother,  who 
was  waiting  to  accompany  her,  which  she  did. 
The  brother  taking  off  his  own  coat  and  hat 
bade  her  pnt  them  on  and  he  tieil  a  handker- 
chief around  his  head,  as  was  the  eusioni  of 
many  of  the  French.  When  they  arrived  at 
the  gate  of  the  stockade,  it  was  nearly  dark, 
and  the  gates  closed.  Her  guide  made  tho 
usual  request  to  lie  admitted,  when  the  guanl 
answered,  "Who  comes  there?''  "A  friend  to 
the  king."  was  his  response;  but  turning  to  her, 
in  a  low  whisper,  said,  "'.\  friend  to  our  country 
at  present."  They  were  admitted  and  Jlary 
was  taken  to  her  friend's  mother's,  who  at  first 
concealed  her  in  the  cellar.  The  next  titty  the 
wiiole  town  was  aroused,  and  a  vigilant  search 
made,  which  was  nnsnccessful.  Going  to  tbi' 
lady  where  she  returned  the  cup  to  inquire 
she  -said  the  girl  came  to  the  gate  and  threw 
the  cup  in  the  yard,  and  went  oJT  as  if  she  was 
mad.  After  making  thorough  search  outside 
of  the  sloekade,  they  inquired  of  the  gnanis  at 
the  gate,  who  said  no  woman  had  passed  through 
the  gate  on  the  evening  before,  but  two  men 
had.  whieh  completely  pnt  them  off  their  scent. 
After  a  few  days  they  ceased  their  search  for 
the  time  being.  Mary  was  kept  in  the  cellar  for 
a  few  days:  then  the  old  French  lady  moved 
her  up  stairs  and  gave  her  some  sewing  to  do, 
and  she  remained  there  unmolested  for  aliout 
tliree  weeks,  until  one  day,  unthoughtediy.  she 
stood  nji  in  front  of  the  window  to  shake  the 
wrinkles  out  of  a  shirt  she  had  just  finished. 
Just  op])osite  a  tailor  had  a  shop  and  saw  her, 
and  in  a  few  days  he  got  drunk  and  told  the 
Indians,  and  they  came  and  demanded  to  search 
for  her.  which  could  not  be  denied,  as  the  post 
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wus  in  tlie  hamlii  of  tliL-  Britisli,  and  tliey  liad 
llicir  garrison  to  enforce  their  orders,  and  wliy 
sliould  tliey  not  let  their  friends  {the  Indians) 
seiircli,  if  need  be  help  them,  capture  women 
and  children,  well  knowlnf^  in  many  eases  the 
Indians  would  scalp  their  victiniK  and  burn 
them  at  the  stake.  Shame  I  Shame !  on  a  na- 
tion that  would  resort  to  such  methods  to  gain 
a  victory.  But  thanks  to  our  groat  Creator 
tliey  were  not  permitted  to  carry  out  their 
hellisli  designs  in  enslaving  a  people  that  had 
tastc<l  of  liberty  although  thric<'  Imptized  in 
blood.  The  groat  watchword  fn  them  was 
"Liberty  or  death." 

So  thoroiigli  was  their  search  for  Mary,  tlui 
old  Fn-nchman  put  her  in  his  money  vault, 
built  in  the  wall  of  the  iiouse,  where  she  stood 
on  thousands  of  gold  and  silver,  so  afraid  she 
dared  not  breathe,  even.  She  was  afraid  the 
heating  of  her  heart  wonld  attract  their  atten- 
tion. So  cautious  was  her  friend  in  concealing 
her  that  he  had  whitewashed  thcdoorsoitwouhl 
appear  as  the  wall  of  the  house:  i>ut  had  to 
leave  the  keyhole  open  to  furnish  air.  Oh, 
what  think  you.  kind  reader,  must  have  been 
her  feelings  after  braving  all  the  dangers  she 
bad  passed  through,  and  when  she  had  unex- 
jH'Clcdly  found  friends,  to  !><■  thus  basely  be- 
trayed, each  moment  expecting  to  be  discovered, 
when  a  move  of  the  foot  or  a  loud  brealli  would 
betray  her  hiding  place  and  surely  cost  her  her 
life;  when  within  touch  of  those  savage  brutes 
she  could  hear  threats  that  they  would  hum 
her  alive  if  they  ever  got  hold  of  her  again. 
But  thanks  to  an  overruling  Providence,  they 
were  not  pi'rmitted  to  find  her,  and  she  lived 
many  years  afterward,  to  n'latc  these  tales  to 
her  children,  grandcliihlreu  and  her  great- 
gn'at-grandchildren.  Finally,  the  Indians  gave 
up  the  search  and  she  rcuniined  with  her 
friends  for  some  weeks.  Hut  sn<-h  was  the 
constant  dread  of  the  enemy  lliat  her  friends 
were  eompelled  to  send  her  out  to  an  island, 
about  niiu'  miles  fn>ni  the  shore,  which  was  the 
llrst  time  in  over  two  years  she  could  breathe 
easily.  There  she  found  about  ninety  who  had 
been  iirisoners  like  herself,  waiting  a  v.>s>el  to 
take  them  away.  Finally,  ii  vessel  landed,  and 
tbey  wore  hidden  to  eouie  aboard,  which  invita- 
tion <lid    not  niH'd    t..   be  repented.      When   all 


was  ready,  they  set  sail  for  the  cast;  but  mind 
you.  they  were  yet  in  the  hands  of  the  British 
government,  and  prisoners  of  war.  How  does 
lliat  sound — prisoners  of  war.  But  such  was 
the  fact.  When  tlu'y  got  out  on  I.ake  Mrie 
they  eneountere<I  a  se\ere  gale,  which  iR-came 
so  severe  they  were  liable  to  go  to  the  bottom 
every  minute.  The  passengers  and  <;rew  were 
ordered  below,  and  every  wase  swi-eping  the 
difk.  The  hatches  battened  down,  and  every- 
body seasick,  nearly.  Mary  tried  it  for  awhile 
and  she  concluded  she  would  rather  take  the 
chances  of  Ix'ing  washed  overboard  than  be 
cooped  up  in  that  intolerable  stench;  so  when 
the  batches  were  raised  to  admit  air  she  ran 
up  the  stairway  and  refused  to  go  down  again. 
The  captain  seeing  her  pliiek,  caught  her  by 
the  band  and  with  the  other  caught  a  ring 
around  the  mast,  and  in  that  way  they  were 
able  to  stay  on  deck  until  the  storm  had  parsed. 
Finally,  they  landed,  when  they  obtained  a  row- 
boat  to  take  them  to  Niagara  Falls,  which  they 
were  unac<|uainted  with,  ancl  came  near  going 
over.  Being  n'seued,  they  disemliarked  and 
walked  down  to  I.ake  Ontario,  where  tlufv  em- 
barked for  I.ake  Cbamplain,  and  where  they  ar- 
rived in  due  course  of  time.  Here  a  new  dif- 
(ieulty  to  Mary  arose, — the  first  intimation  that 
she  was  a  prisoner  of  the  British  government, 
and  where  she  found  an  ollicer  ready  to  take 
their  paroles.  She  and  two  other  girls  and  an 
old  man  bad  s<'t  out  alone  to  go  south ;  the 
colonel  (for  that  was  his  rank)  orderH  tiiem 
lo  halt,  init  Mary  urged  them  on.  saying  they 
wen-  no  soldiers,  ami  would  sign  no  parole; 
but  the  officer  was  [MTsistent,  telling  them  he 
would  not  permit  (hem  to  go  unless  they  signed 
it.  Finally,  after  he  had  followed  them  a  lit- 
tle way.  Mary  turni'd  to  him  and  said:  "\f 
you  follow  US  to  that  bend  in  the  road.  I  will 
ent  a  switch,  and  these  two  girls  and  I  will 
give  von  such  a  switching  as  you  never  ex-, 
pericueed  in  your  life."  He  jwrsisting  in  his 
efforts  to  get  them  to  sign,  and  they  refusing, 
Mary  told  him  she  eindd  not  be  a  soldier,  but 
she  coiiid  run  bullets.  "Now."  said  she,  when 
almost  to  the  turn  in  llic  roiid,  "you  dare  go 
around  ihat  turn  so  as  to  in-  out  of  sight  of  your 
soldiers,  and  we  will  whip  yoii  so  ymi  can  not 
walk  back."  and  she  stepped  to  the  side  of  the 
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road  and  iM'gan  to  cut  the  switch,  when  he 
hesitated  and  fmaliy  stopped,  w!ien  the  general 
mounted  a  stump  and  hallooed  for  the  girls 
who  had  backed  nut  the  colonel,  when  Mary 
remarked :  "Cheer  up,  girls,  the  general  is  not 
against  us";  and  the  colonel  left  them  without 
further  molestation,  to  pursue  tliuir  journey. 
By  this  time  winter  had  set  in,  but  the  feeling 
of  being  free  and  on  their  road  home  filled 
Mary  with  new  hope.  Who  can  imagine  what 
her  thoughts  were,  hundreds  of  miles  away 
from  her  kindred,  not  knowing  that  one  of  them 
was  alive,  and  they  having  no  intelligence 
from  her,  not  knowing  whether  she  was  dead 
or  alive. 

Afoot,  without  money,  exeejit  a  few  dollars, 
and  in  a  country  where  prisoners  wore  con- 
tinually passing  and  tlic  people  iinalile  to  do 
much  for  them,  she  struggled  on  until  she 
reached  Philadelphia,  where  she  got  in  com- 
pany with  a  family  by  the  name  of  Riddle, 
that  were  going  to  Virginia,  and  she  engaged 
to  go  with  them:  that  is,  they  agreed  to  let 
her  go  if  she  would  pay  her  own  way,  and 
help  them  drive  the  stock,  to  which  she  readily 
consented,  and  she  made  herself  useful,  as  the 
sequel  will  prove:  for  when  they  got  to  the 
Susquehanna  river,  there  was  an  old  leaky  skiff 
there,  and  she  asked  permission  to  ferry  her- 
self across,  of  the  ferryman,  to  which  he  readily 
consented,  not  thinking  she  could  manage  a 
boat,  but  when  he  saw  how  soon  she  was  on 
the  other  side  of  the  river,  he  was  undeceived. 
The  family  all  got  across,  and  all  their  stock 
except  an  unruly  cow,  which  they  could  not  got 
into  the  boat.  Mary  fold  the  ferryman  if  he 
would  take  her  across  she  would  bring  the  cow 
over.  Seeing  her  exploit  with  the  skiff,  he  con- 
sented to  do  so;  when  she  landed  she  caught 
the  cow  by  the  nose  with  one  hand  and  by  the 
horn  with  the  other,  and  held  her  until  they 
■reached  the  other  shore.  Young  ladies,  how 
many  of  yon  of  the  present  day  could  or  would 
do  that?  Not  many,  T  fancy.  The  family 
with  which  she  journeyed  finally  reached  their 
destination  in  Virginia,  in  midwinter.  Here 
Mary  stopped  with  a  family  by  the  name  of 
Spears,  where  she  was  employed  as  a  domestic. 
Now  she  was  away  from  the  fear  of  molesta- 
tion of  Indians,  and  for  the  first  time  in  nearly 


three  years  she  had  enjoyed  the  lu.xury  of  sleep- 
ing in  a  bctl.  All  this  time  .she  had  a  faithful 
brother  who  had  not  ceased  his  inquiry  for 
her,  although  the  most  of  the  family  had  given 
her  up  as  dead.  During  her  absence  her  mother 
had  been  killed  by  the  Indians,  also  some  of 
her  brothers.  This  faithful  brother  mounted 
his  horse,  rode  through  Kentucky  and  into 
A'irginia,  looking  and  inquiring  of  emigrants, 
when  he  fell  in  company  with  a  man  who  saw 
iuT  hold  the  cow  in  the  ferryboat  while  crossing 
the  Susquehanna  river,  which  he  related  and 
farther  stated  that  she  was  lefthaiuled,  which 
clue,  slight  as  it  was.  gave  her  brother  hope, 
and  he  kept  on  his  journey,  inquiring  of  every 
one  that  he  hojK'd  to  gain  any  information 
from.  Finally,  he  stopped  on  Sabbath  to  feed 
his  horse.  Just  as  the  farmer  had  given  the 
horse  his  feed,  the  brother  inquired  if  he  knew 
of  any  one  who  had  I>een  a  prisoner  with  the 
Indians.  He  said  yes.  there  was  a  girl  at  the 
old  man  Spears',  that  had  come  there  last 
winter,  and  after  a  further  description  of  her, 
lie  mounted  his  horse  without  giving  him  time 
to  eat,  and  put  out  to  see  if  it  was  hie  long 
lost  sister.  When  he  arrived  she  had  gone  to 
church,  and  he  sat  and  conversed  with  the  old 
man,  who  satisfied  him  that  it  was  none  other 
than  his  sister.  Finally  the  old  man  Spears 
saw  his  daughter,  wife  and  Mary  coming  down 
the  lane,  and  he  said  to  Neely:  "There  eomi.'S 
throe  women  down  the  lane;  is  either  of  those 
your  sister?"  He  looked  a  moment,  and  re- 
plied, "Yes.  the  one  in  the  middle  is."  When 
the  women  came  in,  Mary  passed  by  him,  and 
threw  her  bonnet  and  shawl  on  the  bed,  when 
he  raised  his  head  to  observe  her.  With  an 
exclamation  of  delight  slie  sprang  into  his  arms, 
exclaiming:  "My  brother!  My  brother!"  Oh! 
what  a  delightfid  reunion,  dear  reader.  Can 
you  imagine,  then,  the  intelligence  from  home, 
niotlu^r  dead,  two  brothers,  also,  butchered  by 
the  inhuman  and  relentless  savages.  Home 
I)roken  uj)  and  the  remnant  of  the  family  had 
to  flee  for  their  lives.  But  after  three  long 
yoarn.  midst  dangers  such  as  fall  to  the  lot  of 
very  few,  indi-ed,  she  was  permitted  to  behold 
the  face  of  a  dear  brother.  Truly,  it  was  hap- 
]iincss,  mingled  with  sorrow.  In  a  few  days 
she  and  her  brother  set  out  on  one  horse  for 
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Carpenter's  Station,  in  Lincoln  county,  Ken- 
tucky (now  Casey)  where  tlicy  arrived  in  due 
time,  and  where  she  met  an  older  sii-ter,  and 
the  remnant  of  the  family;  !»ut  further  progress 
toward  tlteir  home  in  Tenni'sset'  was  hazardous 
in  the  extreme,  in  fact.  Indians  wore  all 
around  tlio  fort;  so  that  it  was  dangerous  to 
venture  out  of  sight  of  the  fortiiieation  where 
they  remained  for  a  long  time.  After  a  time 
ilary's  older  sister  married  a  man  by  the  name 
of  Spears,  who  was  a  son  of  the  Spears  she 
stopped  with  in  Virginia,  Two  of  the  Car]>en- 
lers  were,  also,  sons-in-law  of  the  old  man 
Spears.  The  Spears  and  Car[)enters  lived 
there  for  many  years  Ijcfore  the  Indians  were 
driven  back  so  tliat  farming  eonld  be  done 
with  any  degree  of  safety.  After  a  few  years 
some  of  Mary's  hrothers  ventured  hack  to  Ten- 
nessee to  find  everything  destroyed,  stock  driven 
off  and  utter  desolation  prevailing  in  their  once 
prosperous  neiphlwrhood :  hut  the  Indians  had 
also  been  driven  back  from  their  immediate 
MVinity,  but  in  close  enough  proxinirty  that, 
like  a  pack  of  sleuth  hounds,  they  could  pounce 
upon  isolated  and  unsiisjiecting  si'ltlers,  which 
became  so  annoying  that  a  general  and  con- 
certed raid  was  made  on  them,  and  they  were 
driven  back  to  western  Tennessee,  after  which 
the  selllers  lived  in  comparative  safety. 

On  the  24th  day  of  Febrnary.  ir.sr>,  Mary 
was  united  in  marriage  to  George  Spears, 
shortly  after  which  she  and  her  husband  moved 
to  Orwn  county,  Kentucky,  and  lived  in  the 
outside  house  of  the  settlement  for  four  years. 
Many  times  did  they  have  to  flee  to  the  fort 
(Grey's)  and  twice  to  Carpenter's,  sixty  miles 
away.  Many  an  Indian  was  made  to  bite  the 
dust  by  an  unerring  rifle  in  the  hands  of  a 
Necly.  As  one  of  ^fnry's  brothers  told  the 
writer,  he  had  killed  six  of  the  rascals,  but 
that  had  not  compensated  him  for  the  friends 
they  had  killed.  This  brother  (Samuel)  was 
with  his  mother  when  she  was  killed,  be  only 
nineteen  years  of  age;  bnt  he  bad  thi>  satisfac- 
tion of  killing  their  chief,  who.  be  supposed, 
killed  his  mother.  On  another  occasion  he 
killed  five  while  they  were  crossing  the  Ten- 
nessee river.  He  would  shoot  the  one  paddling 
the  canoe,  and  by  the  time  another  would  get 
the  paddle  and  get  the  canoe  strnigbtened  on 


its  course,  he  would  shoot  that  one.  and  so  on 
until  he  killed  five  out  of  eight  that  started 
acniss.  The  old  man,  in  relating  the  circum- 
stance many  years  after,  said  if  the  river  had 
been  wide  enough  he  would  have  gotten  them 
all.  This  brother  remained  in  Xecly's  Bend 
and  lived  to  a  good  old  age,  surrounded  by  a 
large  family  of  children.  lie  and  his  com- 
panion now  lie  Inn'ied  near  the  old  homestead. 
His  wife  was  a  Watkins,  a  sister  of  the  late 
Samuel  Watkins,  founder  of  the  Watkins  Insti- 
tute, Nashville,  Tennes.<ee.  Mrs.  Spears,  see- 
ing the  great  need  of  a  physician  in  the  early 
settling  of  Kentucky,  and  having  gained  a  con- 
siderable knowledge  of  the  Indians  how 
to  treat  the  prevailing  diseases  of  the  country, 
now  turned  her  attention  to  the  studv  of  medi- 
cine, more  particularly  the  treatment  of  white 
swelling,  or  hip  disease,  and  chronic  sores,  in 
which  she  was  very  successful.  Such  became 
her  fame  that  her  practice  extended  for  many 
miles,  hundreds  of  cases  coming  to  her  house, 
until  at  times  it  was  converted  into  a  veritable 
hospital.  For  fifty  years  she  treated  white 
swelling,  witii  success  in  every  case,  never  fail- 
ing in  a  single  instance,  while  the  medical  fra- 
ternity were  pronouncing  it  incurable.  Still, 
they  called  her  a  quack,  little  up-starls  that  bad 
M.  D.  attached  to  their  names,  would  sneer  at 
the  idea  of  a  woman  knowing  about  the  sciences. 
But  she  cared  about  as  much  for  their  abuse  as 
a  good  general  would  if  an  enemy  was  to  fire 
tow  wads  at  his  army  out  of  a  popgun.  But 
as  time  went  on  such  men  as  Dr.  Dudley,  of 
Kentucky,  McDowell  and  Merriman  of  St. 
Ijouis,  and  many  other  eminent  physicians 
acknowledged  her  ability  particularly  in  the 
treatment  of  white  swelling  or  hip  disease, 
chronic  sores,  and.  in  fact,  almost  every  disease 
that  the  human  family  was  subject  to.  and  sent 
her  many  cases,  in  the  treatment  of  which  she 
was  very  successful.  She  never  despaired  of 
etfecting  a  cure  in  the  worst  cases  that  presented 
themselves  and  was  successful  in  a  remarkable 
degree;  in  fact,  a  failure  in  her  case  was  a 
rare  exception  in  which  she  took  great  delight, 
not  in  the  fact  that  she  could  and  did  cure 
cases  that  were  pronounced  incurable,  but  from 
a  consciousness  that  she  was  doing  a  duty  that 
was  incumbent  u|)on  her;  neither  did  she  exult 
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in  the  fact  tliat  slic  vm-  in  posst-s^ion  of  knowl- 
edge thai  othcrsi  were  not,  us  no  one  was 
more  willing  to  i]n])art  kiiowk'rlge  than 
she.  anil  ofttinus  would  she  sav,  (lur- 
ing the  latttT  ]>art  of  licr  life,  that  she 
would  be  glad  to  coniiuii nit-ate  all  the  knowl- 
edge she  had  acnuin'd  if  any  one  was  willing 
to  learn.  But  it  seenii'd  as  if  tliot'O  near  her 
acted  as  though  tJU'v  felt  she  would  always  be 
with  theiu.  as  two  or  tJiree  gt'uerations  had 
eome  and  gone  during  lier  life,  and  yet  she  re- 
mained, and  but  few  would  he  willing  if  they 
had  the  knowledge,  to  undergo  tlie  hardships 
that  she  did  for  tlu'  compensiition  that  she  re- 
ceived, which  did  not  amount  to  a  decent  board 
bill.  1  have  in  mind  a  son  of  Mr.  Stumford, 
wlio  laid  out  the  touii  which  bore  his  name  in 
Kentucky,  who  had  tlic  misfortune  to  be 
thrown  from  a  cart  on  which  was  a  hogshead 
of  tohacco,  and  falling  under  the  wheel  had  his 
leg  broken,  or.  ratlier  two  and  oue-fourth  ineJies 
()f  both  l>ones  cruslicd  and  broken  through. 
Jlr.  Mumford  being  a  man  of  means,  sent  and 
had  four  of  the  most  noted  surgeons  of  tJie 
state  to  visit  his  son,  whosi'  unauiiiious  opinion 
was,  the  leg  must  he  amjmtated ;  but  the  boy 
was  fifteen  years  old,  and  let  them  know  he  had 
something  to  say.  He  said :  "Send  for  Jlrs. 
Spears;  if  she  says  cut  it  off,  so  be  it;  I  will 
never  consent  unless  she  says  so."  So  his 
father  [losted  a  boy  after  her,  thirty-five  miles, 
and  she  returned  with  him  the  sanu'  evening; 
and  the  most  noted  surgeon,  who  had  come 
ninety  miles,  stayed  to  see,  as  he  expressed  it, 
what  an  old  woman  would  do  with  a  ease  like 
that.  Well,  h,-  had  the  plensuro  of  seizing  what 
she  would  do  with  it.  This  was  in  Ajirtl,  and 
she  said  to  him:  "You  come  back  in  Octolter, 
aiul  I  will  show  you  that  leg  sound  an.l  well." 
"Well,  Aladam,"  said  he,  "in  four  days  leg  and 
boy  will  both  1*  under  the  grounil."'  "\ever 
fear."  was  hiT  laconic  reply.  And  sure  enough, 
in  October  following  he  drove  ninety  miles;  to 
bis  utter  astonishment  found  the  hoy  sound 
and  well.  an<l  further,  said  it  was  the  greatest 
frat  in  surgery  that  had  ever  lieen  performed, 
an.l  reported  it  as  such  to  the  medical  journals 
of  thai  .lay.  Thes..  facts  I  obtaine.l  from  a 
younger  brc.lh.T  in  IST;!,  who  is  willing  to  make 
anidavit   to  every   word.     Tiie  lirotli.^r   lived  h> 


be  sixty-five  years  old.  llany  other  cases  as 
remarkable  could  be  recited  and  verified  by 
indubitable  evidence,  but  we  deem  it  unnews- 
sary,  as,  if  all  the  good  deeds  of  this  remark- 
able woman  were  written,  they  woidd  fill  a  large 
volume,  for  it  seemed  her  whole  iiusiness  in 
life  was  to  do  good  to  others.  If  slie  hud 
charged  as  other  physicians  did  for  their  servi- 
ces, she  coidd  have  been  twice  a  millionaire, 
hut  her  whole  life  seemed  spent  in  doing  goo*! 
to  others  and  without  compensation.  Never 
was  it  too  cold,  or  the  weather  too  stormy  for 
her  to  go  to  the  relief  of  suffering.  Her  bun- 
band  had  sencd  a  short  time  during  the  Hevolii- 
tionary  war,  when  he  was  only  sixteen  years 
old.  When  the  Indians  had  been  driven  out 
of  that  part  of  Kentucky,  and  were  giving  the 
government  a  good  deal  of  trouble  in  Indiana 
territory.  General  Harrison  called  on  Oovernor 
Shelby  for  troops.  Mr.  Spears  raised  a  com- 
])any,  and  went  as  its  lieutenant,  and  continued 
in  the  service  tmtil  their  sen'ices  were  no  longer 
needed,  and  from  the  close  of  the  war  of 
18]2-l."i  they  were  permitted  to  live  in  peace 
and  by  their  own  fireside.  She  continued  lo 
live  in  Green  county,  Kentucky,  until  August 
10th,  1824,  when  they  sold  their  possessions 
and  moved  to  Sangamon  county  (now  Men- 
ard), Illinois,  which  at  that  time  was  wild  and 
sparsely  settle^!,  where  the  Indians  still  re- 
mained, but  not  in  their  imnu'diate  vicinity. 
Hilt  they  came  every  fall  to  hunt,  but  were 
friendly.  Blackbawk  did  stir  of  a  fuss  in  Ifi.^.l 
Mr,  Lincoln  raised  a  company  in  which  Mrs. 
Spears'  youngest  and  only  living  son  was  or- 
derly sergeant,  but  their  s<'r vices  were  ni>t 
needed,  as  C.eneral  Scott,  with  suPficient  troops 
of  the  regular  army,  had  iJreciMled  them,  and 
comjicllrtl  Blackhawk  to  sue  f.ir  [leaee.  when 
he  and  his  tribe  were  moved  beyond  the  Missis- 
sippi river.  Mrs.  Spears,  at  this  period,  was 
getting  well  advanced  in  life,  iieing  seventy- 
two  years  old:  luit  considering  the  hardships 
she  underwent  in  early  life,  was  still  as  vigor- 
ous as  most  ladies  at  forty.  The  country  being 
new.  physicians  were  scarce,  so  she  continued  to 
visit  those  who  needed  her  assistance,  and  her 
patients  came  from  Missouri,  Iowa  and  from 
nil  over  the  state  of  Illinois,  with  white  swell- 
ing-i  and  cbronie  sor.'s  of  all  descriptions,  and 
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none  wi'iit  away  in  a  worst'  foiulitiou  tluiii  i\wy 
came.  In  fact,  in  my  rvcol lution  slii'  niivil 
thoni  in  every  iiistsncc.  and  it  was  nut  ii  IVw 
iiiolatcd  casts  slie  treated,  but  of  tlie  wor^t 
ty]H'.  and  just  such  cases  as  physicians  lind 
failed  on.  Althoufili,  aw  stated,  she  had  no 
jiclvantagfs  of  an  early  education,  siie  was  a 
good  reader,  and  employed  a  great  deal  of  licr 
lime  in  reading  useful  and  instructive  Iwioks. 
not  neglecting  the  greatest  of  all  hooks,  the 
Bible.  Her  husiiand  died  on  the  Kith  day  of 
April.  18;W.  after  they  had  walked  together 
For  mon'  than  fifty  years.  One  by  one  her 
chihlren  dinl.  until  she  was  left  with  her  oldc-it 
daughter  and  her  youngest  son.  In  lfi4;!.  she. 
with  a  ne)ihew  and  his  wife  and  her  littlv' 
grandson,  visited  her  only  lirother,  who  still 
lived  in  Xeely's  Bend,  whom  she  had  not  seen 
for  thirty  years.  Although  eighty-two  years  of 
age.  she  would  not  consent  to  go  in  any  othc- 
manner  than  in  a  farm  wagon,  which  she  had 
fitted  uji  with  a  mess  box  and  camp  cipiipage. 
cani|(ing  out  each  night,  as  she  contended  tiu.i 
a  changi'  of  diet  would  be  injurious  to  a  jiersint 
of  her  age.  When  she  arrived  at  the  old  horiic- 
^(ead.  which  she  had  not  seen  for  more  than 
thirty  years,  she  drove  to  the  front  gate  and 
hallooed.  Her  brother  coming  to  see  what  was 
wanted,  asked  if  she  could  remain  there  over 
night.  Without  waiting  to  reply,  her  brother 
said:  "Is  it  |K)ssihle  that  is  old  .^^ary  Spears" 
and  the  scene  that  followed  cannot  he  di  s-riiw'd  ; 
to  see  those  old  people  clasjied  in  each  other's 
arms,  and  crying  for  joy;  hut  their  hearts  weR> 
too  full  to  utter  a  word.  She  remained  with 
him  for  a  mouth,  when  they  parted  to  meet  no 
more  on  this  earth,  hut  with  a  hojie  in  the 
near  future,  of  meiting  on  the  other  shore, 
where  they  will  meit  to  part  no  more,  and 
whciv  father  and  mother,  brothers  and  sisters 
that  had  be.-n  so  cruelly  snatched  away  from 
them  in  this  life  by  the  cruel  hand  of  the  savage 
will  he  there  to  greet  them,  where  no  fear  of 
the  tomahawk  or  the  scalping  knife  will  ever  be 
know,  for  God,  the  everlasting  Father  and  His 
Son  shall  reign.  But  their  parting  was  sad  to 
contemplate;  one  had  passed  fimr  score  years, 
the  other  Hearing  the  seventy-eighth  nulc  post, 
and  with  the  full  knowledge  that  in  a  U-w  <!iort 
years  they  would  meet  again:  hut  still  to  Inmw 


that  must  be  the  last  lime  they  should  i^vcr  ijc- 
hold  e^eh  other's  face  in  this  world— they  held 
each  other's  hands  in  silence,  theii  each  turned, 
he  to  go  to  his  home,  and  she  to  her  home  in 
Hlinois,  wheiT  she  arrived  in  two  weeks,  Poo- 
i>l'  lame  h\  the  st-ore  to  greet  her  on  her  safe 
arrnal,  and  for  relief  from  their  various  ills. 
Although  she  long  since  had  passed  the  allotted 
time  for  man  to  live:  had  arrived  at  that  ex- 
treme age  «hen  the  body  and  mind  fail;  al- 
though her  jihysicfll  strength  was  gradually 
wearing  away,  her  mind  seemed  as  clear  as  a 
lierson  of  thirty. 

At  the  risk  of  being  ridiculcil.  I  must  Ite 
permitted  to  relate  an  incident  that  I  wilnes.seil. 
in  about  the  year  isnc.  while  llic  great  war 
president  was  a  resident  and  |Jostmaster  at 
Salem,  Illinois,  he  became  very  fond  of  Sirs. 
Spears'  company,  and  seemed  never  to  tire  of 
bearing  her  relate  her  e!ip<'rienee  while  prisoner 
with  the  Indians,  and  would  often  walk  over  to 
her  borne  on  Satunlay  evening,  and  remain 
nnlii  Moiulay  morning.  The  last  visit  he  made 
her  licfoH'  removing  to  Springfield,  when  he 
went  out  of  her  door,  she  followed  him  into  the 
yard.  He  turned  aliout  and  said:  "(iraiidma, 
I  am  giiiiig  to  Springfield  :  maybe  I'll  never  see 
you  again;"  while  be  took  her  hand  between  his 
long,  lean  Iiands,  said,  ■'Good-bye — God  bless 
you."  and  she  retnrncd  his  salntntion  by  saying, 
■'<!ood-bve,  .\bram.  (iiid  bless  you."  when  both 
stood  for  a  moment  while  the  tears  triekh'd 
down  their  ehirks.  Finally,  as  their  hearts 
eonid  bear  no  more,  they  both  rela.xed  their 
grasp,  he  turning  to  go,  walking  off  at  a  brisk 
pace,  while  she  seemed  transfixed  to  the  s[>ot 
for  a  moment.  In  a  short  time  she  turned  to 
the  writer,  and  said:  "That  is  a  very  smart 
young  man:  1  would  not  be  surjirised  if  be  was 
(iresident  of  the  T'nifed  States  some  day." 
Many  years  after  Ibis  the  writer  was  telling 
Mr.  Lincoln,  in  the  presence  of  his  brother-in- 
law  and  a  few  others,  of  the  remark  on  the 
occasion  of  his  last  visit.  He  sat  for  a  moment 
in  silent  contem|ilation.  then  remarked:  "She 
was  a  pretty  good  giii's.scr.  was  she  not?"  (That 
was  while  he  was  a  candidate) :  and  he  further 
said  she  was  the  most   remarkable  woman  he 
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habits.  SIk'  abhorred  the  usl-  of  calomel  and 
(juintDe,  contending  that  liotli  were  not  only 
useless,  but  injurious.  Tory  little  medicine 
woiild  she  prescribe  or  use,  contending  that  na- 
ture was  its  best  remedy.  SiiG  was  a  member 
of  the  Baptist  cliurch  for  nearly  seventy-five 
years.  Her  deportment  was  always  that  of  a 
true  Christian.  While  charitable  to  others,  she 
was  firm  in  the  right,  as  she  understood  what 
was  right.  As  long  as  she  lived  her  whole 
desire  seemed  to  be  to  do  good  to  others.  Dur- 
ing the  latter  years  of  her  life  she  would  weave 
and  sew  just  as  though  she  was  compelled  to  do 
so  to  gain  a  livelihood,  which  very  much  an- 
noyed her  son,  he  thinking  the  community 
would  look  upon  it  as  neglect,  and  got  a  young 
minister  whom  she  thought  a  great  deal  of,  to 
talk  to  her  and  try  and  induce  her  to  give  up 
trying  to  do  anything.  As  he  afterward  re- 
marked, he  soon  found  he  was  giving  advice 
on  a  subject  he  knew  but  little  about,  as  she 
replied  to  him:  "My  brother,  I  know  I  don't 
have  to  work,  but  I  do  it  for  my  own  good." 
Said  she,  "I  have  seen  many  old  jieople  who 
ceased  to  take  exercise  and  as  a  consequence, 
they  could  not  cat  food  which  would  strengthen 
the  body,  and  the  mind,  as  a  eonBe<]uence,  would 
become  inactive  and  weak;  and  I  don't  want 
to  get  into  that  condition,  for  if  it  is  the  will 
of  (lod,  when  my  mind  fails  I  would  like  to 
go,  as  I  have  no  desire  to  live  after  my  mind 
has  lost  its  power  to  contemplate  the  goodness 
and  mercy  of  that  God  who  has  preserved  and 
watched  over  me  through  the  vicissitudes  and 
varying  changes  of  a  long  life." 

A  few  years  after  she  moved  to  Illinois,  she 
had  brought  from  Kentucky  two  of  her  old 
slaves,  children,  a  Imy  and  a  girl.  It  would 
be  more  ])roper  to  say  two  of  a  family  she  had 
been  the  slave  of,  for  she  truly  made  a  slave 
of  herself  for  her  colored  i)eople.  The  girl 
lived  with  her  until  near  the  close  of  her  life, 
when  she  left  her  and  went  to  Springfield.  The 
boy  remained  with  her  during  her  life ;  in  fact, 
remained  in  the  family  until  his  death. 

Jlrs.  Spears  lived  until  the  SGth  day  of  Janu- 
ary, IS.W,  retaining  her  intellect  to  within  one 
hour  of  her  demise,  fully  realizing  that  her 
time  had  eonie.  At  her  death  she  was  ninety 
years,  five  months  and  twenty-si.x  days  old.     It 


was  the  privilege  of  the  writer  to  assist  in 
nursing  her  in  her  last  illness,  and  I  have  never 
seen  any  one  that  bore  their  affliction  with  more 
patience,  or  who  seemed  to  have  more  judgment 
in  directing  her  attendants  how  to  attend  her 
wants  with  the  least  trouble.  She  gave  direc- 
tions how  she  wanted  to  be  buried,  and  exaete<l 
a  promise  of  her  granddaughter's  husband 
(who  was  a  carpenter)  that  he  would  make  her 
coffin  of  walnut  lumber  (as  she  wanted  some- 
thing that  would  last),  all  of  which  was  carried 
out  to  the  letter,  and  she  was  buried  in  the 
family  cemetery  in  the  midst  of  the  farm  ebe 
had  lived  on  so  long,  by  the  side  of  her  hu.«- 
iiand,  and  Burroun<led  by  a  daughter,  grand- 
children and  many  other  friends,  and  many 
have  joined  her  company  since,  in  the  great 
Beyond.  She  has  left  to  us  an  example  of  what 
jM^rseveranec  will  do,  even  under  the  most 
trying  disadvantages.  Hers  was  truly  a  school 
of  adversity,  but  prompted  by  the  highest  mo- 
tives, she  was  able  to  attain  to  a  position  among 
the  people  of  her  extended  acquaintance  tlial 
any  one  might  envy  and  strive  to  emulate. 

When  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S(>ears  came  to  Illinoi:^ 
in  Oetolwr,  IS'ii,  there  was  no  ehureh  organiza- 
tion in  Central  Illinois.  She  and  her  husband. 
two  daughters,  a  son-in-law  and  eight  other 
pioneers  organized  the  Clary's  Grove  Baptist 
church  on  December  25th,  1824,  at  their  resi- 
dence (a  log  cabin),  which  is  believed  to  be 
the  first  church  organization  in  Central  Illi- 
nois. Their  meetings  were  held  at  their  resi- 
dence and  her  daughters',  for  a  numlter  of 
years  until  they  built  a  very  commodious  brick 
dwelling  which  served  their  purpose  much  bet- 
ter; but  after  a  time  her  companion  having 
died  and  her  youngest  son  and  wife,  with 
whom  she  made  her  home  having  united  with 
the  church,  they  concluded  to  build  a  hewed  lo: 
house  to  serve  as  a  sehoolhouse  and  also  a  mei  t- 
ing  house,  which  answered  the  purpose  for  a 
time,  it  being  twenty  by  thirty  feet  in  dimen- 
sions; hut  as  time  went  l»y  emigrants  were  eon- 
tinaally  arriving.  Her  son  had  built  a  eawmill. 
one  of  the  very  necessary  things  in  a  new 
country,  and  eoncluded  that  their  place  of  mci'l- 
isg  was  too  small  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
the  rapidly  growing  congregation.  With  the 
help  of  his  son-in-law,  who  was  a  carpenter, 
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and  a  Biiiall  contribution  from  a  few  others, 
he  built  a  very  commodious  liouse  of  worship, 
for  that  parly  day,  thirty  by  forty  f*,-et,  a  sub- 
stantial frame,  in  which  the  oongroKatJon  wor- 
^liili])ed  until  death  ended  her  long  and  useful 
life.  Although  long  since  dead,  yet  her  in- 
fluence still  lives,  and  how  long  it  will  con- 
tinue Eternity  alone  can  tell.  History  does 
not  give  us  the  example  of  many  of  the  pioneer 
women  of  the  west  that  is  more  interesting 
than  this  noble  and  remarkable  woman,  of  her 
early  privations,  her  great  trials  during  her 
imprisonment  with  the  Indians,  her  escape  and 
struggle  to  get  home  and  amongst  friends.  We 
of  the  present  generation  have  iiut  little  con- 
ee|>tion  of  the  trials  our  parents  and  grand- 
parents endured,  to  bequeath  to  us  our  civil  and 
religious  liliertics.  To  read  it,  it  sounds  like 
fiction,  but  to  hear  it  as  it  fell  from  their  lips, 
we  must  feel,  although  it  is  strange,  yet  how 
true ! 

GIUNDPARKNTS    Of    OKOliOli    SPKAliS. 

William  Neely,  date  of  hirth  not  known; 
killed  by  Indians  Octolwr,  17R0. 

Margaret  Pallerson  (Neely),  wife  of  William 
Neely;  bom  May  25th,  ITilT.  His  wife  was 
killed  about  two  years  later;'17S3. 

ClflLDREN. 

Jean  Xeely,  Ijorn  Friday.  July  Tth,  1755; 
married  Jacob  Spears;  died  near  Carpenter's 
Station.  Lincoln  county,  Kentucky. 

Elizalx'th  Neely.  bom  March  8th.  1757. 

Isaac  Neely,  born  March  24th,  1759;  was 
killed  by  Indians  at  Neely's  Gap,  near  Carpen- 
ter's Station,  Lincoln  eounty,  Kentucky. 

Mary  Neely.  born  August  20th,  ITRL  Sub- 
ject of  this  sketch. 

Martha  Neely,  bom  April  2.'»th.  17G4. 

William  Xcely,  bom  Deccmlxr  12th.  17C6. 

Samuel  Neely,  born  May  Sftth.  17(>i).  This 
son  was  present  at  the  killing  of  his  mother, 
and  killed  the  head  Indian,  who  was  very  large, 
measuring  some  three  feet  from  shoulder  to 
shoulder.  He  died  on  the  old  homestead,  in 
Neely's  Bend,  Tennessee. 

Margaret  Neely,  Imrn  December  20th,  1772. 

John  Neely.  born  May  16th,  1774. 

Jane  Neely,  born  Dcecmher  31st,  1776.  Mar- 
ried Thomas  Buchanan,  and  joined  the  Shakers 
with  her  husband,  and  moved  to  their  settle- 


ment, near  Bowling  Grwn,  Kentucky.  Their 
daughter  was  living  with  the  Shakers  in  1879, 
at  which  time  she  was  over  eighty  years  of  age, 


GEORGE  C.  KEED, 

George  f.  Heed,  proprietor  of  a  grocery  and 
meat  market  at  Greenview,  as  a  member  of 
the  firm  of  Reed  Brothers,  was  Ijorn  in  Me- 
nard county,  A]iril  9,  1860,  and  is  a  son  of 
W.  W.  P.  Reed,  who  is  represented  elsewhere 
in  this  work.  In  the  iiuhlic  schools  of  the 
county  George  C.  Reed  aojuired  his  education 
and  in  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads  he  was 
reared,  remaining  at  home  until  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  when  he  started  out  in  life  on  his 
own  account.  He  worked  as  a  farm  hand  for 
two  years  and  then  rented  land  and  began  farm- 
ing on  his  own  account.  After  two  years,  how- 
ever, he  removed  to  Greeni'iew,  where  he  turned 
his  attention  to  the  livery  business,  conduct- 
ing his  ham  for  about  nine  years.  He  then 
sold  out  and  bought  eight  acres  of  land  in  Pike 
county.  Illinois,  and  once  more  resumed  farm- 
ing, hut  after  a  year  he  returned  to  Orcen- 
view,  where  he  cstablishe<l  a  livery  bam,  of 
which  he  was  proprietor  for  a  year.  He  then 
traded  his  farm  for  a  stock  of  hardware  in 
Keokuk,  Iowa,  and  went  to  that  city,  but 
after  two  months  he  brought  his  stock  of  mer- 
chandise to  Oreenview.  where  thirty  days  later 
he  .sold  it.  He  was  nest  a  partner  in  the  gen- 
eral mercantile  firm  of  Hatch,  Alkire  &  Reed, 
with  which  he  was  associated  for  a  year  and 
a  half,  when  he  sold  out  and  established  his 
present  store  in  eonnoetion  with  his  brother, 
W.  M.  Reed.  Under  the  firm  style  of  Reed 
Brothers  they  are  conducting  a  grocery  and 
meat  market  and  have  a  good  trade,  which  they 
easily  retain  because  of  their  honorable  deal- 
ings and  earnest  desire  to  please  their  patrons. 

On  the  23d  of  August,  1891,  Mr.  Reed  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  M.  Fahay. 
a  daughter  of  James  and  Mary  Fahay,  now  of 
Petersburg.  They  have  two  children,  Edith 
May.  born  Jlay  l.'i,  1894.  and  Ruth  R.,  bom 
June  25,  1805.  In  his  political  affiliation  Mr. 
Reed  is  a  Democrat  and  he  has  sen-ed  on  the 
town  hoard  for  two  terms.     FraternallT,"  he 
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coniK'rted  « itli  Lmiilt.v  lodfje.  No.  181,  K.  P. 
H<'  has  .1  wido.a(.'<|uaintanco  in  the  county  which 
has  alHuys  liwii  liis  home  and  the  fact  that 
many  of  the  stanchest  friends  are  numbered 
among  those  who  have  known  him  from  his 
boyhood  days  is  an  indication  that  his  career 
has  been  worthy  of  public  (.-onfidence  and  es- 
teem. 


JESSE  M.  OTT. 

Jesse  .M.  Otf.  who  for  many  years  has  been 
one  of  tlie  forceful  anil  honored  factors  in 
business  circles  in  Petersburg  and  one  whose 
infliienee  has  not  been  a  minor  clement  in 
public  affairs,  has  attained  prominence  through 
the  inherent  force  of  his  character  and  esereise 
of  his  native  talent  and  the  utilization  of  sur- 
rounding opportunities.  He  has  won  notable 
success  in  business,  yet  it  is  not  this  alone  that 
entitles  him  to  rank  as  one  of  the  foremost 
men  of  his  day  in  Menard  county.  Hra  con- 
nection with  the  public  interests  of  his  city  has 
been  far-reaching  and  beneficial  for  he  has  aid- 
ed in  sliaping  the  municipal  policy  and  in  pro- 
moting the  social,  educational  and  political  de- 
velopment of  this  portion  of  the  elate.  His 
patriotic  citizenship  and  his  interest  in  com- 
nuinily  affairs  has  taken  tangible  form  in  his 
Kealous  labors  for  the  improvements  instituted 
through  aldermanie  measures.  He  is  now 
^^erving  for  the  fourth  term  as  mayor  of  Peters- 
burg, having  k'en  elected  for  a  fourth  time 
in  1903. 

Mr.  Ott  was  born  in  Petersburg  township. 
Menard  county,  on  the  2i)th  of  ^inreh,  1855, 
am!  is  a  son  of  Ximrod  Ott,  a  native  of  Louis- 
ville. Kentucky.  The  family  is  of  (ierman  lin- 
ui-age  and  the  grandfatlier  was  born  in  Ger- 
many. The  founder  of  the  family  in  America 
WHS  the  great-grandfather  of  Mr.  Ott.  who  on 
<ni.<-;ing  the  Atlantic  established  his  home  in 
Kentucky  at  the  time  OenernI  lioone  was  mak- 
ing his  explorations  in  that  slati>.  Mr.  Ott 
there  carried  on  farming  in  pioneer  limes  and 
Ihe  grandfather,  who  also  l>eeame  a  farmer, 
spent  his  entire  life  in  the  Blue  Hrass  state. 
Xinm>d  Ott  and  his  broth.Ts,  however,  removed 
to  Indiana,  locating  in  Harrison  cminty.  where 
some  branches  of  the   finnilv  are  -^till    found. 


Nimrod  Ott  was  a  blacksmith  by  tra<lc  and  in 
1849  he  removed  from  Indiana  to  Illinois,  lo- 
cating on  a  farm  live  miles  west  of  Petersburg, 
where  ho  engaged  in  farming,  having  a  val- 
uable tract  of  land  there  of  two  hundreil  and 
fifty  acres,  upon  wl.icli  he  made  his  home  until 
18(58,  when  ho  sold  that  property  and  took  up 
his  abode  in  the  county  seat  in  order  that  he 
might  afford  his  children  better  educational 
opportunities.  His  death  occurred  in  Peters- 
burg in  1S95.  H:>  married  Miss  Perlina  Gum, 
also  a  native  of  Kentucky,  and  they  had  eight 
children. 

Jesse  M.  Ott,  the  youngest,  acquired  hie 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Peter.sbiirg 
and  after  putting  aside  his  test-books  engaged 
in  clerking  in  a  drug  store  for  two  years.  He 
then  turned  his  attention  to  teaching  in  the 
public  schools,  which  profession  lie  followed 
for  seven  years  and  the  periods  of  vacation  dur- 
ing that  time  were  devoted  to  employment  in 
a  dnig  store.  In  1883  he  entered  the  insur- 
ance field,  in  which  he  has  since  continued  and 
has  built  up  an  extensive  clientage,  represent- 
ing a  large  number  of  the  leading  insurance 
companies  of  the  country.  In  ISH-'t  he  also 
extended  the  field  of  his  labor  by  k'coming 
connected  with  the  con!  trade  and  has  since 
eonducled  business  along  this  dual  line. 

Mr.  Ott  has  been  particularly  prominent  in 
community  affairs  in  Petersburg  and  is  a  rcc- 
ognixed  leader  in  the  ranks  of  the  Democratic 
parly.  Whether  in  or  out  of  office  he  has  la- 
bored earnestly  and  effei'tively  for  the  promo- 
tion of  the  general  welfare.  He  was  eleeied 
police  magistrate  and  held  the  otfice  for  eight 
years,  when  in  IHfll  ho  was  chosen  mayor  of 
the  city  by  popular  suffrage.  He  served  ul  ihat 
time  by  re-election  for  thR'e  consecutive  tenus 
and  retii-cd  from  office  as  lie  had  entered  it, 
with  the  confidence  and  good  will  of  all  con- 
cerned. Again  he  was  chosen  mayor  in  1903 
and  is  now  holding  the  position.  His  previous 
service  was  a  guarantee  of  the  business-like  and 
progressive  administration  and  in  the  substan- 
tial improvement  and  progress  of  Petersburg 
are  si-en  many  evidences  of  tiie  co-o]K'ration  and 
ii.'tive  support  of  Mr.  Ott. 

On  Ihe  ISth  of  August,  1877,  occurred  the 
marriage  of    Mr.   Ott  and   Miss   Emma  Craw- 
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ford,  who  was  born  in  Jlvnard  coiinly,  was  a 
(laughter  of  Thomas  and  KliKaliuth  Crawford, 
and  died  on  the  16th  of  August,  I«»8.  They 
had  four  children:  Lester  B,,  who  is  now 
bookkeeper  in  the  First  National  Bank,  of  Pet- 
ershurg;  Lyman  E,,  a  resident  of  itinnosota; 
Nona  P.,  who  is  now  in  the  office  with  her 
father;  and  Jessie  A.,  deeeased.  On  the  10th 
of  Octoiier,  1899.  Mr.  Ott  was  again  married, 
his  second  union  lieing  with  Mies  Emma  Wol- 
dridge,  also  a  native  of  Menard  county,  whose 
parents,  Richard  and  A.  M.  Woldridge,  are 
now  residing  in  Petersburg.  They  have  one 
ohihl,  Marion  A. 

Mr,  Ott  has  passed  through  all  of  the  chairs 
of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  lodge  and  is  also  a 
nipml)er  of  the  ilodem  Woodmen  camp  at  Pe- 
tersburg. He  owns  a  fine  residence  in  this  city 
ami  also  valuable  real  estate  on  the  south  side 
of  the  puhlic  square  and  farm  property  in 
Menard  county.  Entering  upon  his  liusinews 
career  without  friends  or  advantageous  circuni- 
stanc-cs  to  aid  him  he  has  placed  his  dependence 
upon  indefatigable  energj'  and  labor,  which  are 
th«  sure  and  safe  foundation  of  all  prosperity 
and  to-day  he  is  accounted  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial as  well  as  one  of  the  most  influential 
and  representative  men  of  Petersburg. 


FKAXK  A.  KINO. 

Frank  A,  King,  who  follows  farming  near 
Oakford,  was  born  upon  his  present  place  Feb- 
ruary 24,  IfiC?.  He  is  a  son  of  Marshall  J. 
and  Eliza  E.  (Caldwell)  King,  who  are  rep- 
resented elsewhere  in  this  volnme.  At  the 
usual  age  he  tiegan  his  education  hy  attend- 
ing the  Oakford  graded  school,  which  he  at- 
tended until  aljout  twenty-one  years  of  age. 
It  had  been  arranged  that  he  was  to  pursue  a 
college  course,  hut  his  father  thought  that  he 
had  better  return  to  the  farm  and  he  gave 
up  his  cherished  plan.  He  now  owns  the  old 
family  homestead,  comprising  two  hundred 
and  eighty  acres,  and  in  all  of  bis  farm  work 
he  has  displayed  a  cornprebeusive,  practical 
spirit  which  has  been  a  resultant  factor  in 
bringing  him  a  good  financial  return. 

Mr.  King  was  married  to  Miss  .\nielia  E. 
Schoneweis.  September  26,  ISS!).    Her  parents. 


Chris  and  .Sophia  Schoneweis,  are  residents  of 
Menard  county.  Both  were  horn  iu  Gennany 
and  came  to  America  in  childhood.  They  were 
married  here  and  as  the  years  have  gone  by 
her  father  has  awjiiired  considerable  property. 
In  recent  years  he  has  retired  from  fanning, 
the  income  from  his  property  being  sufficient 
to  su])j)ly  him  with  all  of  the  necessities  and 
many  of  the  comforts  of  life.  He  is  a  Re- 
publican in  politics  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  chiirch,  to  which  his  wife 
also  belonged.     She  died  December  !).  1902. 

In  December,  1890,  Mr.  King  removed  to 
Missouri  and  secured  a  farm  near  Ethel,  Ma- 
con county,  along  the  Santa  Fe  Railroad. 
There  lie  remained  unfil  18113  when  he  re- 
turned to  Illinois  and  took  up  his  abode  on 
the  J.  M.  Johnston  farm  east  of  Atterltory, 
there  residing  for  a  year.  On  the  e.vpiration 
of  tliat  period  he  purchased  the  old  family 
iiomestead  in  18!!.^  and  has  continued  to  make 
it  his  place  of  residence  since  that  time.  He 
lias  ))lac(Ml  many  improvements  thereon  and 
has  added  to  the  original  purchase  another 
eighty  acri's,  so  that  be  has  two  hnndred  and 
eighty  acres  in  one  ho<ly.  This  land  is  well 
cultivated  and  the  fields  yield  golden  harvests 
in  return  for  the  care  and  labor  be  l>estow8 
upon  them.  The  buildings  are  kept  in  good 
repair  and  an  air  of  neatness  and  thrift  per- 
vades the  place.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  King 
have  been  horn  si.\  children:  Elsie  S.,  born 
June  2,  1891;  Marshall  0.,  horn  July  28,  1893; 
Irving  E..  born  June  11,  189(i;  Esther  M., 
boru  March  21,  189!);  Carl  F..  December  27', 
1901;  and  Norma  M.,  bom  October  12,  1904. 
The  three  older  children  are  attending  school 
in  Oakford. 

Mr.  King  is  a  Republican  in  bis  political 
views  and  is  the  present  county  commissioner 
for  a  three  years'  term.  He  iwlongs  to  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  of  which  his  wife 
is  also  a  member,  and  they  take  an  active 
interest  in  the  church  work,  Mr.  King  serving 
at  the  present  time  as  one  of  its  trustees.  He 
also  belongs  to  the  Modem  Woodman  camp 
and  to  the  Independent  Order  of  Oood  Tem- 
plars and  his  affiliation  therewith  indicates  his 
position  in  regani  to  the  liquor  traffic.  He  is 
interested  in  all  that  tends  to  uplift  humanity 
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aiiO  til  iniprovo  conditions  of  life  for  liis  fel- 
low iiieri  and  his  example  in  this  rc'spect  is 
ctTtainiy  woll   vi'ortiiy  of  eniuJatinn. 


PKTKR  P.  CliUSBULL. 

IVttT  I'.  (iroslHill,  a  rojirescntativi'  and  prop- 
perons  ajiricuUiirir't  of  Slenard  county,  rusides 
ujHin  II  farm  wliii-li  lias  iMtonif  historic  from 
tli<'  fact  that  it  was  uiinn  this  place,  in  an 
(lid  frame  Imlhling  that  Abraham  l.irieoln 
tried  his  first  lawsuit.  Mr.  (JrosholJ  is  a  na- 
tive of  Denmark,  his  liirtli  liavinfr  occnrred  in 
North  Schleswi^  (now  a  ))art  of  (Jerniany) 
on  tlie  :)d  of  Novcmin'r,  lis:».-..  His  father  was 
a  ilairv  fanner  and  stiiek-raiscr  and  owned  a 
j;ood  tract  of  hind  in  his  native  country,  where 
hi'  s|Miit  his  entire  life.  He  married  Ma^rrady 
Roscnliamn.  also  a  native  of  North  Sc!ili'swi{i. 
and,  like  her  liitshand,  slic  spent  her  entii-e 
lif.'  in  that  conntry.  Th.'  fatlier  was  twice 
married  and  had  nine  children  hy  tJic  first 
union  and  five  hy  the  sirond.  Three  sons  of 
the  first  nnirriajje  are  now  living  in  lire  I'liiti'O 
Slates:  Jcji  P.  (irosliolj.  wlio  came  to  Amer- 
ica in  IST^,  when  nineteen  years  of  ajre,  and 
is  now  livini:  in  Mcnavd  <-ounty:  I'eter  P.: 
and  ^lartin.  wlio  crossed  th.'  Atlantic  at  tJic 
a;;e  of  eighteen  years  and  is  also  a  resident 
of  5Ienard  connty. 

I'eter  P.  Grosholl  accjnired  his  ediieation 
in  the  hind  of  liis  nativity,  attcjulinfr  scliool 
lietween  the  aj;es  of  six  and  sixteen  years,  and 
the  followinj;  year,  187:1,  he  came  to  the  new 
world,  making  lits  way  direct  li>  Petershnrg. 
He  hegiui  to  work  hy  tlie  month  as  a  farm 
hand  and  was  employed  in  that  way  for  two 
or  three  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he 
had  gotten  enough  money  aliead  to  enalilc  him 
to  Tvnt  a  fiirni  and  licgin  agricnltiiral  jinrsuits 
on  his  own  account.  Ijiter,  when  his  industry 
and'  economy  liad  hronght  to  him  sufheient 
capita!,  he  purchased  two  hundred  acres  of 
land,  west  of  where  he  now  resides,  known 
as  the  old  Hatfield  farm,  and  after  conduct- 
ing it  for  a  time  he  sold  that  pro|MTty  and 
hought  rwo  hundred  and  eighty  acns  of  rich 
land  in  townshii-  18.  range  '.  on  which  he  is 
now   living.     He  is  a  stnck-raiser  and   callle- 


fcedcr  and  lie  has  hrcd  many  line  animals. 
He  always  has  high  grades  of  stock  upon  his 
place  and  his  farm  is  splendidly  improvt-tl 
with  modern  e<)uipments.  His  business  has 
grown  to  extensive  and  |>rofitahle  proportions 
and  iie  is  now  classed  with  the  well-to-do  eiii- 
zcns  of  Menard  county. 

it  was  u(H)n  his  farm,  in  an  old  house  vliicli 
has  since  hecn  torn  down,  that  .\brahain  Lin- 
coln pleaded  his  first  law  suit.  The  suit  gn'w 
out  of  smue  trouble  over  a  woman's  niisfor- 
(nuc.  Lincoln  was  surveying  at  the  time  n|Hm 
the  place  and  the  woman's  friends  askc<l  him 
to  plead  the  c-ase  and  he  did  so,  ,\  lawyt-r 
from  Beardstown  wa.i  on  the  (h-rciisc  and  r<- 
garded  Lincoln  as  an  ojipoLicnt  whom  lie  cimM 
readily  <'on(juer.  I.inc(dn.  in  his  ojjening  ail- 
drcss  to  the  jury,  pointed  to  the  man  and  said, 
'i  will  com|ian'  him  to  a  white  dress  which 
can  he  soiled  hut  made  white  again,"  and  then. 
])ointing  to  the  woman,  he  sjiid.  "She  is  like 
a  glass  bottle,  which.  erushe<]  against  a  st..ne. 
is  ruined  forever."  [Jncoln  won  the  suit. 
.\nn  Kutlcdge  was  buried  npon  this  farm  but 
her  n'liiains  were  afterwarii  interred  in  the 
cemetery  at  Pctersliurg. 

On  the  :)d  of  August,  is.sd,  Mr.  (Irosboll 
married  I'hristina  Kjar,  a  native  of  Denmark, 
wh(ini  he  wedded  while  on  a  visit  to  his  native 
niuiitry.  They  had  been  sehooimates  in  youih. 
I'ntii  them  have  hecn  !>orn  five  children: 
Anna  M..  Iwrn  May  Ifi,  1881.  was  educated 
in  the  district  schools  and  was  married  De- 
cember 1."..  1!H)3,  to  Harry  Shirding.  Thoy 
reside  in  Petersburg  and  hi'  has  large  farm- 
ing interests  near  the  city.  Ella  R„  l>orn  July 
■M.  lSS:i.  was  also  educated  In  the  public 
si'hools  and  is  at  home  with  her  |>arenis. 
^[atha  Marie,  born  February'  2,  ISS'*,  was  grad- 
uated at  the  high  school  of  Petersburg  in 
l!l|>:t,  Henry  Cyrus,  bom  .Tannary  .">,  ]r*sr, 
attended  tlie  district  schools  and  is  now  assist- 
ing his  father  in  the  cultivation  of  the  home 
farm.  Panl  Harry,  iwirn  May  9;J,  1891,  Is 
still  a  ])iihlic  srhool  student. 

In  IS8,s  .Mr,  (iroslmll  and  his  family  re- 
lurned  to  Germany  on  a  visit,  but  because 
he  had  refused  to  serve  in  the  (lerman  army, 
or  rather  preferred  leaving  that  country  for- 
rvcr  than  liceome  a  soldier,  he  was  notified  by 
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tlic  govorniiicnt  officials  upon  his  return  that 
he  must  leave  the  country  within  twenty-four 
hours.  Being  now  a  naturalized  American 
citizen,  hi.-  appealed  to  the  American  legation 
and  L'ncle  Sain  look  up  the  case  with  the 
result  that  within  a  few  hours  he  received 
notification  that  the  German  fjovernnient  re- 
called the  order  and  he  could  remain  until 
the  following  January.  He  still  has  in  his 
possession  the  letters  from  the  American  lega- 
tion and  his  paHS|>ort. 

Ifr.  and  Hrs.  Groeboll  arc  members  of  the 
Lutheran  church.  Since  becoming  an  Amer- 
ican citizen  he  has  given  his  political  sup- 
port to  the  Republican  party,  and  for  nine 
years  he  has  sen-ed  as  a  school  director.  His 
businc^i  career  has  Ix'en  one  of  steady  progres- 
sion. Hoping  that  he  might  improve  his  finan- 
cial condition  in  the  new  world  with  its  su- 
perior business  opportunities,  he  came  to  tb^ 
Vnited  States,  and  his  native  energy,  strong 
purpo.w  and  laudable  ambition  have  enabled 
him  to  gain  a  fair  measure  of  snccei=s,  wliiie 
his  e:samplc  proves  conclusively  that  prosperity 
may  lie  won  through  persistent  labor,  directed 
by  the  vahiaiile  quality  of  coiiimoii  sense. 


JOHN  E.  PONIt. 
John  E.  Pond,  a  reiircscntntive  of  Ihe  agii- 
cultural  interests  of  Gn'enview  township  for 
many  years,  was  born  in  Menard  county,  .\u- 
gust  4,  1S.">1,  and  is  therefore  by  birth  as  well 
as  training  and  jircfercnce  a  western  man, 
possessing  the  spirit  of  enterprise  and  progress 
which  have  been  so  characteristic  of  the  mid- 
dle west.  His  father  was  David  B.  Pond  and 
his  paternal  grandfather  was  Rev.  Billioue 
Pond,  whose  birth  o<x'urred  at  Plymouth,  ('on- 
neeficut.  June  2(1,  1781.  He  was  married  Octo- 
ber 11,  ISOl,  at  Camden.  Oneida  county.  New 
York,  to  Miss  Rhoda  Orton,  and  for  his  sec- 
ond wife  he  chose  Mrs.  Melissa  Moore.  In 
early  life  he  deiermined  to  devote  his  energies 
and  talents  to  the  work  of  the  ministry  and 
was  ordained  in  the  Presbyterian  church  at 
Camden,  New  York.  In  18^7"  be  removed  to 
Illinois,  settling  eight  miles  west  of  S|)riug- 
field.     His  ministerial   labors  were  mostly   in 


connection  with  the  Bible  and  Tract  Societies 
and  he  did  much  good  as  a  pioneei-  preacher 
in  the  promotion  of  the  moral  development  of 
central  Illinois.  He  lived  to  the  advanced 
age  of  ninety-three  years,  five  months  and 
twelve  days,  passing  away  Dec-ember  8,  1874. 

David  B.  Pond,  the  father  of  John  E.  Pond. 
was  bom  July  5,  1822,  in  CanKleii,  New  York, 
and  accompanied  his  parents  to  Illinois  when 
fifteen  years  of  age.  He  acquired  a  comnion- 
scboo!  education,  remained  under  the  parental 
roof  and  assisted  in  the  work  of  the  home 
farm  until  his  marriage,  which  was  celebratiMl 
on  the  25th  of  March,  1845,  Miss  Susan  A. 
Moorc  becoming  his  wife.  Throughout  his 
entire  business  career  he  carried  on  general 
farming  and  stock-raising  in  Sangamon  and 
Menard  counties  and  he  died  in  Ijos  Angeles, 
California,  December  31,  18i>2.  He  had  taken 
an  active  and  helpful  interest  in  community 
affairs,  his  labors  proving  effective  in  pro- 
moting the  general  welfare.  For  many  years 
he  was  a  member  of  the  school  board  and  the 
cause  of  education  found  in  him  a  warm  friend. 
An  active  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church, 
he  served  as  one  of  its  elders  for  twenty  years. 
His  political  allegiance  was  given  to  the  Re- 
publican party.  Unto  him  and  his  wife  were 
l)om  two  children:  Tryphenia  and  John  E. 
The  former,  born  August  7,  1849,  was  married 
November  25.  1874,  to  Cornelius  Lyman,  and 
is  now  living  in  Dayton,  Washington.  After 
losing  his  first  wife,  David  B.  Pond  wedded 
Mary  E.  Watson,  who  is  now  living  in  Cali- 
fornia. 

No  special  event  of  importance  occurred  to 
vary  the  routine  of  farm  life  for  John  E.  Pond 
in  his  youth.  He  worked  in  the  fields  when  not 
engaged  with  the  duties  of  the  schoolroom  and 
remaine<]  at  home  until  twenty-three  years  of 
age.  when  he  was  married.  He  wedded  ^liss 
Alice  Buchanan,  a  daughter  of  James  C.  and 
Louisa  (Oboum)  Buchanan.  Her  father  was 
Iwrn  at  Williiimsport,  Pennsylvania,  March  20, 
18H1.  and  was  married  at  Warrens vi lie,  Lycom- 
ing county.  Pennsylvania,  August  1,  IS.'jS.  to 
T/)iiisa  Obourn.  whose  birth  occarred  in  183o, 
and  who  was  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Obtmrn. 
Her  mother  liore  the  maiden  name  of  Miss 
Reeder  antl.   like   her   husband,   war^   a   native 
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of  Poniisylvaiiia.  At  Hit'  tiiiic  of  tin-  Civil 
war  .liiims  C  Budinnan  r<'S]i(m(leil  to  tlie 
eoiintrvV  cail  for  aitl.  fiiiisling  in  June,  181)1. 
■18  a  iiR'IiiIht  of  Coiuiiaiiy  C,  Eigiith  Pennsyl- 
vania Voliiiitt'cr  Cavalry.  Tho  regiiiK'iit  was 
as^l^cil  ta  the  Army  of  tiie  Pntomar  and  while 
in  this  service  lie  dif.l  in  0<-t<>l>cT.  ISIilf,  at 
Washington,  1).  ('..  and  liis  remains  weiv  in- 
terred in  Arlington  ceiiictcry.  Hih  widow  sur- 
vived him  for  a  nunihor  of  years  and  passed 
away  Slareh  16,  1877.  They  had  two  chihlren, 
Mrs.  Pond,  who  was  horn  Sojitpini>or  37.  18."i.1;, 
and  llrs.  Clara  Pond,  horn  Oetolior  2;t,  1857. 

The  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  E,  Poud 
has  hcen  bh^wed  with  three  childn'n:  >Jellie 
E.,  Mai.d  S.  and  Clara  L.  At  the  time  of  their 
marriage  they  eame  to  >[enard  county  and  Mr. 
Pond  liegan  farininfr  on  the  phice  where  lie  now 
lives,  the  land  having  heen  given  to  him  by  his 
father.  He  has  since  siiei-ess fully  earrietl  on 
general  farming  and  stock-raising  and  he  has 
a  well  im])roved  jiroperty  and  raises  high 
grades  of  stock,  which  annually  lind  a  ready 
sale  iipoii  the  market.  In  all  of  his  Inisiiiess 
undertakings  he  is  relialde  and  he  carries  for- 
ward to  successful  completion  whatever  he  he- 
gins.  His  hnsiiiei^s  alTairs  claim  much  of  his  at- 
tention and  yet  he  has  found  opportunity  to  aid 
in  the  promotion  of  pulilic  enterprises,  with- 
holding his  su|»port  from  no  movement  whieh 
he  helioves  will  c(mtrihute  to  the  general  good. 
He  s-TV.'d  as  clerk  of  the  school  Imard  for 
twenty-one  years,  whieh  included  seven  con- 
secutive terms  and  in  his  |>olitical  views  he 
is  a  stanch  Kepuhlican.  He  and  his  wife  and 
(heir  ciilldrcn  are  uicmhers  of  the  Prcshylcnan 
(■hiirch  and  he  has  served  as  .me  of  its  deacons. 
The  Ptmd  houscJiold  is  nottv]  for  its  warm- 
hearted lHis|.itality  and  the  members  of  the 
family  nceive  t!ie  n'si>ect  and  conlidonce  of 
all  with  wIk.mi  Ihev  havi^  Im'cu  assoc'inti'd. 


JOHN  T.  HALL. 

John  T,  Hall.  own<T  of  a  good  farm  in 
townshiji  l!l.  range  -'i  wes(.  was  lorn  .Xugust 
■iA.  IS.'il,  in  Menard  county  ami  is  a  repre- 
sentative of  one  of  the  ol.l  iiioiicer  familii's. 
His  father,  Wesley  Halt,  wa-^  horn  in  \'irginia. 


June  2,  1811.  He  was  twice  married  and  bv 
liis  first  wile,  ElizaU'th.  he  had  two  sons: 
.Vmos,  who  was  liorn  March  -J.").  1S:{G,  and  died 
.July  2."i,  18-l'i:  and  .\ugustus,  who  was  horn 
NovenduT  T.,  I8;i7,  and  died  about  1884.  TIcj 
motiier  died  March  \'i.  IH'Mt.  For  his  second 
wife  Wesley  Hall  chose  Miss  Nancy  Ferguson. 
who  was  Imrn  in  Kentucky,  February  it,  IS'Jl, 
and  tliey  lieeame  the  parents  of  the  followinL- 
named:  Charles  W..  who  was  horn  June  5(1, 
18!3.  and  is  now  living  in  St.  Clair,  Missi>uri ; 
Bethena  J.,  who  was  horn  Julv  24.  184."i.  and 
died  March  -^(1.  1870;  .John  T.;  Amanda  L.. 
who  was  born  June  1!).  18.'>;{,  and  died  Sep- 
tciidK>r  2,  1877 ;  Ann  E.,  who  was  born  ilardi 
16,  185fi,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Dr.  C.  F. 
Whitney,  of  Washington,  D.  C. ;  Thomas  H., 
who  was  born  Deeembcr  2.i,  IS-IT,  and  is  now 
living  in  Scranton,  Iowa:  and  Laura  K.,  whose 
birth  occurred  July  Sfi.  ISfiO.  and  who  is  now 
the  wife  of  J.  TI.  Piper,  of  Mount  Zion.  Illi- 
nois, Her  father,  on  leaving  his  old  home  in 
Virfrinia.  made  his  way  westward  to  Indiana, 
and  locating  at  South  Bend  was  emjilnyed  bv 
the  Sfudebakcrs  of  that  city.  He  hauled  wheat 
to  the  Chicago  market  hefore  the  city  was  in- 
corporated and  he  lived  in  the  middle  west 
wiicn  it  was  a  great  frontier  region  in  which 
the  work  of  improvement  and  progress  seemed 
scarcely  begun.  On  leaving  Indiana  he  came  (o 
Menard  county  at  an  early  epoch  in  its  devel- 
opment, when  the  land  was  all  wild  prairie 
or  was  covered  with  dense  tiniher.  From  Pekin. 
Illinois,  he  hauled  the  Iniuber  with  which  to 
build  his  first  house  and  amid  frontier  en- 
vironments he  began  his  life  hen\  sharing 
witli  other  early  settlers  in  the  hardships, 
trials  and  jirivations  which  fall  t.>  lh<.  lot  of  th-- 
pioneer.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
county  and  he  took  an  active  part  in  promot- 
ing the  legal  status  of  the  conininnity  as  well 
as  in  advancing  its  material  improvement 
throngh  his  agricultural  interests.  His  death 
occurn-d  on  the  2nih  of  \ovemher,  1803,  and 
his  second  wife,  surviving  him  for  aliout  eleven 
years,  passed  away  on  the  3-1d  of  January, 
lfl04. 

John  T.  Hall  has  spent  his  entire  life  in 
^tciiiird  county,  and  his  edncation  was  acquired 
in   tlie   iiiililic  schools,  such   as  were   found   at 
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that  day.  Farm  work  largely  occupied  Iiia  at- 
tention during  the  period  of  his  youth,  for  he 
assisted  in  the  cultivation  of  the  old  home  place, 
remaining  on  his  father's  farm  until  twenty- 
eight  years  of  age,  when  ho  was  united  in  mar- 
riage on  the  30th  of  December,  1880,  to  Miss 
Lottie  E.  Norton,  daughter  of  Curtis  J.  and 
Mary  K.  (Wiley)  Xorton.  the  former  horn  in 
the  state  of  Kew  York,  April  24,  ISJJl,  while 
t!ie  latter  was  born  in  Wells,  Peniisylvnnia, 
September  5,  1836.  Thoy  were  married  in  the 
Empire  state  and  came  to  itenard  county 
about  18G3.  For  fourteen  years,  or  until 
March.  1877,  they  resided  in  I^ogan  eounly, 
]ust  across  the  line  from  Menard  county,  where 
Mr.  Xorton  carried  on  goneral  fanning.  He 
afterward  removed  to  T-arned.  Kansas",  wliere 
he  now  makes  his  home.  T'nto  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Xorton  were  bom  eleven  children,  of  whom 
nine  are  living:  Mrs.  Hall,  whose  birth  oc- 
curred April  7.  1857;  William  J.,  who  was 
horn  XovenibiT  12,  18.')9.  and  is  now  living  in 
Ottawa,  Kansas;  .Tnbn  T.,  who  was  horn  Octo- 
licr  1,  18fi3,  and  U  a  oivil  engineer,  residing  in 
the  eity  of  Jlcxieo;  Curtis  H..  who  was  l)orn 
Scptenibcr  12,  lf*65,  and  resides  in  Larni'd; 
Henry  IT.,  whose  birth  occurred  Fehruary  19, 
IfifiS.  and  who  is  also  a  resident  of  Lamed; 
Grace  L..  who  was  hom  May  13,  1S73,  and  is 
living  in  Larncd;  Mary  A.,  who  was  born  May 
.^.  1874.  and  was  married  Juni'  .'>,  1901.  to 
William  Tnmlinson  and  is  living  in  Ottawa, 
Kansas;  fieorge  F.,  who  was  bom  March  'J2, 
ISrfi.  and  was  married  September  !-'>,  I^ni. 
his  home  being  now  in  Colorado  City.  Colo- 
rado; and  Lucy  1,  who  was  Imrn  .Tidy  2fi. 
1R78,  and  resides  in  Lamed.  The  members  of 
the  family  now  deceased  arc  Franklin  L.,  the 
third  child,  who  was  born  November  14.  Ifirtl, 
and  died  August  7.  IRfi-'i;  and  Charles  G.,  the 
seventh  child,  who  was  born  March  21.  1870, 
and  died  October  2,  ISfl.'J. 

Mt.  and  Mrs.  Hall  have  one  child.  Mary  E.. 
born  December  1.  1889.  They  reside  upon  a 
good  farm  in  township  10,  Mr.  Hall  pnrehas- 
ing  at  the  time  of  bis  marriage  sixfy-eiglit 
acres  of  land,  to  which  he  has  since  added  a 
ten  acre  tract.  He  now  carries  on  general  ag- 
ricultural pursuits  and  stock-raising  and  has 
well    filled    fields    and    high    grades   of  hornes. 


cattle  and  hogs.  In  his  busiues.s  lie  is  energctii: 
and  persevering  and  what  he  possesses  has  been 
gained  tlirough  his  earnest  labors.  Both  he 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
church  and  his  political  allegiance  is  given  to 
the  Republican  party. 


THOMAS  SCOTT. 

Thomas  Scott,  who  is  engaged  in  the  livery 
businesii  in  Greenview.  was  born  in  Canada  on 
the  19th  of  May.  1867,  his  parents  being  Wil- 
liam and  Margaret  (Smith)  Seott.  The  fa- 
ther was  a  native  of  Canada  and  the  mother 
of  Scotland  and  when  si.\  years  of  age  she  was 
brought  to  Ameriea  by  her  parents,  the  voy- 
age covering  six  weeks  and  four  days  in  a 
sailing  vessel.  William  Sc-ott  is  a  farmer  by 
occupation  and  has  spent  bis  entire  life  In 
Canada,  where  be  is  still  living  al  the  ag" 
of  sixty-eight  years,  while  his  wife  died  Jidy 
31.  1904. 

In  the  country  schools  of  Canada  Thomas 
Seott  was  educated  and  he  ii'niained  at  home 
until  tuenty-two  yi'ara  of  age,  during  which 
time  be  gained  jiractical  and  intimate  knowl- 
edge of  fanning  methods  through  the  assist- 
ance wliicb  he  rendered  to  his  father.  After 
attaining  his  majority  he  started  out  in  life 
im  bis  own  account.  He  worked  by  the  month 
in  connection  with  race  horses  until  he  came 
to  GrcH'nvicw  and  in  1898  he  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  IT.  ,1.  Marbold.  having  charge  of  bis 
noted  racer.  Grand  Baron,  until  1900.  He 
then  entered  the  services  of  Lewis  Picrson. 
with  whom  he  continued  for  a  year,  when  iie 
purcbased  a  livery  barn,  formerly  owned  by 
Heed  &  McDonahl.  This  he  has  since  condiict- 
ed  and  now  has  a  good  patronage.  Earnestly 
desiring  to  please  bis  customers  he  has  pros- 
jK-red  in  the  business,  owing  to  his  straipht- 
forn-ard  dealing  and  because  of  the  excellent 
accommodations  which  be  can  afford  the  pub- 
lic in  the  line  of  line  carriages  and  good 
horses. 

On  the  ftih  of  December,  ISO!!,  Mr.  Scott 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Bessie  Palmer, 
a  daughter  of  Montgomery  and  Belle  Palmer, 
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(leiitji  of  Iowa.  Kr?.  Si'ott  is  a  iiioiiibcr  of 
the  Methodist  E|tis™pal  chunli  nnd  Mr.  Scott 
is  coniiocted  with  Loviilty  loilgf,  Xo.  181,  K. 
P.  Ill  his  political  views  he  is  a  Democrat, 
Ijut  lie  iK'vcr  sis'k?  nor  di'sin's;  office,  for  he 
wishes  to  devote  his  entire  time  anrl  energies 
to  his  business  affairs. 


DAVID   XEFF. 

One  of  the  most  attractive  farm  rosidenccj 
of  Menard  county  is  the  luime  of  David  Xeil, 
situated  on  secti(m  !).  town?hi]i  IS.  It  was 
erected  at  a  cost  of  tlin'e  thousand  dollars, 
contains  twelve  rooms,  is  built  in  modern 
style  of  arehite<-ture  and  is  supplied  with  the 
latest  conveniences.  Around  the  house  are 
stone  walks,  and  shade  treei;  dot  the  well  kept 
lawn.  AltofTcther  the  home  presents  a  most 
pleasing  appearance  and  within  an  air  of  com- 
fort and  of  hnspitality  abounds. 

Mr.  Xeff.  a  native  of  Rockingham  county, 
Vir^nia,  was  bom  August  2~>.  1852,  his  pa- 
rents being  Martin  and  Helena  (Bowers) 
XefT,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  the  Old 
Dominion.  The  Xcff  family  is  of  Oerman  lin- 
eage and  was  established  in  America  at  an 
early  day.  Jfartin  Xeff.  Iiorn  in  1814.  turned 
his  attention  to  fanning  on  attaining  man's 
estate  and  in  18-')4  he  removed  westward  to 
Itlinois,  settling  in  Petersburg  township,  wheiv 
he  purchased  land.  Tlis  farm  of  two  hundred 
acres  soon  gave  evidence  of  his  careful  super- 
vi.«ion  and  cultivation,  and  yielded  to  him  good 
crops.  He  reached  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-six  years  ere  his  earthly  pilgrimage  was 
ended,  and  his  wife  died  in  1S71.  They  were 
the  parents  of  three  sons  and  three  daughters : 
John,  who  resides  two  and  one-half  miles 
east  of  Petersburg,  in  Indian  Creek  township; 
Hannah  J.,  who  died  when  about  forty-five 
years  of  age;  Barbara,  who  married  John 
Oerdes,  and  now  lives  with  her  brother  John, 
while  her  husband  lives  in  the  Soldiers'  Home  in 
Quincy,  Illinois:  David;  William  H.,  who  mar- 
ried Siisn  .Tackson  and  since  her  death  has  mar- 
ried again :  and  Lydia  V..  who  resides  with  her 
uncle.  John  Tice.  in  Petersburg. 

David  Xeff  was  less  than  two  years  of  age 
when  brought  hy  his  parents  to  Illinois  and 


he  WHS  educated  in  tlic  schools  of  the  old  town 
of  Salem.  He  has  always  been  a  farmer.  He 
was  reared  to  this  occupation  and  has  made 
it  his  life  work.  He  first  farmed  south  and 
west  of  Petersburg,  and  he  was  enableil  to 
purchase  his  land  by  hewing  wood.  He  made 
his  last  purchase  in  1H!)S)  and  he  now  owns  two 
hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  rich  land,  all  of 
which  he  has  placed  under  a  high  state  of  cul- 
tivation, so  that  it  is  now  a  well  developed 
projierty.  lie  has  also  added  substantial  build- 
ings, including  his  fine  n'sidence,  and  the  plate 
is  a  iiionuinent  tii  his  thrift  and  enterprise. 

On  October  l(i,  187!),  Mr.  Xeff  was  marrie-l 
in  Petersburg  to  Margaret  V.  Park,  a  daughter 
of  Matthew  and  Ellen  (Vonfeiden)  Park. 
Her  father  eamo  from  Paisley.  Scotland,  to 
America  in  early  manhood  and,  settling  in 
Menard  county,  he  purchased  land  and  began 
the  development  of  the  farm  upon  which  Mr. 
Xeff  now  n>sides.  Mrs.  Park  was  a  native  of 
Germany  and  came  with  her  parents  to  the 
I'nited  States  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years, 
tile  family  home  being  establishi'd  in  ^fason 
county.  Illinois.  Mr.  Park  died  April  4.  1873. 
and  his  wife's  death  occurred  December  ft. 
18Sfl.  They  were  well  known  people  of  this 
locality  and  enjoyed  the  warm  regard  of  many 

Mrs.  Xeff  acquired  her  etlueation  in  the 
public  schools  of  Petersburg  and  remained  at 
home  up  to  the  time  of  her  marriage.  Five 
children  have  been  bom  unto  our  subject  and 
his  wife:  Ellen  H..  born  December  2!>,  18S5. 
attendefl  the  district  schools,  continued  her 
studies  in  Petersburg  and  has  engaged  in  teach- 
ing for  two  terms.  Martin  Luther,  bom  June 
33,  1884,  was  educated  in  the  district  schools 
and  the  graded  .schools  of  Petersburg  and  lived 
for  a  time  in  .Argentine,  a  suburb  of  Kansas 
City,  Missouri,  but  is  now  at  home  assisting 
his  father  on  the  farm.  Edna  E.,  bom  Xo- 
vember  6,  1887,  is  now  in  her  second  year  in 
the  high  school  of  Petersburg.  Matthew  Park. 
born  May  16,  189.1.  and  Annie  C,  bom  Au- 
gust 11,  18fl(!,  are  attending  school. 

Hfr.  and  Mrs.  Xeff  hold  membership  in  the 

Afethodist  church  at  Petersburg  and  he  votes 

with    the   Republican     party.     Both   are  well 

known  in  the  counlv  seat  and  the  surrounding 
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district  aud  receive  tlie  favorable  npird  uiid 
good  wishes  of  many  friends.  Karlv  realizing 
that  perseverance  will  overcome  all  oliatacU'ri 
and  that  earnest  and  dili<,'ent  labor  will  gain 
advancement  in  the  business  wurhl,  Mr.  Xcff 
through  those  means  has  steadily  worked  liis 
way  upward  imtil  he  is  now  one  of  the  niori^ 
prosperous  agriculturists  of  his  community. 


R.  B.  (^ODEEY. 


1{.  B.  GchIIjuv,  who  is  the  owner  of  six  hun- 
dred aores  of  the  rich  farming  land  of  Menard 
county,  and  whose  business  capacity  has  iM'en 
demonstrated  in  his  successful  control  of  his 
ngrieuitura!  interests,  was  born  in  Rnsli  connty, 
Indiana,  January  1-1,  IH'60.  His  parents,  Rus- 
sell and  Klizak'th  (Brown)  Godiiey,  were  na- 
tives of  Virginia  and  in  18L'!)  left  that  state  for 
Illinois,  but  atop])ed  during  the  winter  in  In- 
diana, where  the  birth  of  our  subject  oirnrreil. 
In  the  spring  they  continued  on  their  way  and 
located  ft  mile  south  and  a  mile  and  a  quarter 
west  of  where  R.  B.  tiodiiey  now  resides.  The 
father  hluilt  a  log  house  upon  a  tract  of  land 
of  one  huiulred  and  sixty  acres,  which  lie  en- 
tered from  the  government,  and  Itegan  the 
iniprovenient  of  a  farm,  transforming  the  wild 
prairie  into  richly  iiroductive  fields.  Tie  after- 
ward added  to  his  property  and  at  the  time  of 
his  death  was  the  owner  of  two  hundred  acres 
of  valuable  land.  He  took  an  active  part  in 
the  iiione<T  development  of  this  part  of  the 
state  and  aided  in  laying  broad  and  deep  the 
foundation  for  the  present  progress  and  pn>s- 
perity  of  tiie  county.  He  located  here  when 
this  was  a  pioneer  district  and  he  not  only 
assisted  materially  in  the  upbuilding  of  the 
county,  but  was  also  acquainted  with  nmny  of 
the  prominent  men  of  the  time.  He  was  a 
warm  personal  friend  of  Abraham  Lincoln, 
who  at  one  time  surveyed  a  piece  of  land  for 
Mr.  GodlMiy  and  the  latter  ])aid  Tjncoln  for  his 
work  with  two  dressed  deer  skins,  which  Lin- 
coln took  to  Aunt  Hannah  Armstrong,  who 
sewed  them  upon  his  panis  to  protect  him 
while  he  was  going  through  the  brush.  Mr. 
Godljcy  died  December  25,  ]HH«.  at  the  age 
of  eighty-eight  years,  his  birth  having  occurn'd 


Xovember  i,  180U.  His  wife,  who  was  born 
February  15,  iryu,  died  in  1854. 

R.  B.  Godbey  pursued  his  education  in  the 
subscription  schools,  which  he  attended  for 
about  liiree  months  each  year,  and  he  also 
s|)cnt  one  winter  in  Jubilee  College,  in  Peoria 
county,  niinois.  He  performed  the  strenuous 
labor  incident  to  the  development  of  a  new 
farm  aud  remained  upon  his  father's  place  un- 
til twenty-three  years  of  age,  when  he  removed 
to  his  |)resent  home  in  township  19,  range  fJ 
west.  Here  he  broke  the  prairie  and  after 
placing  his  land  under  the  plow  he  planted 
his  crops  and  in  due  time  gathered  good  har- 
vests. He  erected  alt  of  the  buildings  now 
upon  his  place,  his  home  being  built  in  1804, 
and  he  has  always  kept  everything  in  good  re- 
pair, conducting  his  farm  work  along  pro- 
gressive Hnes,  Jn  connection  wilii  the  cultiva- 
tion of  grain  he  has  also  engaged  in  the  rais- 
ing of  stock,  principally  feeding  cattle,  but  in 
recent  years  he  has  largely  left  the  active  work 
of  tlie  farm  to  his  sons.  His  landed  possessions 
cover  six  hundred  acres,  the  greater  part  of 
which  lies  in  one  body. 

On  the  20th  of  March,  1854,  Mr.  Godbey 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Susan  Mont- 
gomery, a  daughter  of  Charles  L.  and  Kiiza 
Montgomery,  who  came  to  this  county  from 
A'irginia  about  1821.  Her  father  engaged  in 
farming  and  died  here  about  eighteen  years 
ago.  His  wife,  long  surviving  him,  died  about 
three  yeai-s  ago,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
six  years.  L'nto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Godbey  have  b(vn 
born  nine  children;  Eliza  Elizabeth,  bom  Au- 
gust 1!),  1855.  is  the  wife  of  Clavin  Crawford, 
now  of  San  Bernardino,  California;  Charles 
II.,  born  in  1857.  died  in  infancy;  Edward  Ev- 
erct,  iMtrn  in  1859,  resides  near  his  father; 
Harry  H.,  Iwrn  January  IS,  1862,  died  in 
June,  l!li)2;  George,  born  in  18G4,  is  living 
u2ion  the  home  farm ;  Emma  and  John  died  in 
infancy;  Bertha  died  at  the  age  of  three  years: 
and  Eva.  born  April  2(i.  ls;4.  is  the  wife  of 
John   Downey,  a   farmer  of  this  county. 

Since  Mi',{)  Mr.  (?odbey  has  been  a  member 
of  the  ^hisoTiii'  lodge  of  Grcenview,  and  in  his 
lif<'  he  cNciupiifiep  the  beneficent  spirit  of  the 
{■raft.  His  wife  is  a  nu'mber  of  the  Christian 
f'Iniieh.     Politically  a  Democrat,  he  keeps  well 
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informed  ou  tliL-  questions  antl  issui-s  of  tlie 
t\ny,  but  lias  never  biH'n  an  oliice  seeker.  He 
served,  however,  for  twenty  vears  as  a  niem- 
lier  of  the  stliool  lioard.  His  interest  has  cen- 
tered along  lines  of  public  activity  wliieh  eon- 
serve  the  general  good  and  his  eo-o[)eration 
has  not  beeu  witiiheld  from  any  movement 
which  he  lielieves  will  coiitriinito  to  general 
lirogress  and  iiii|irovenient. 


JOHN'  W.  TKUniNE. 

John  W.  Terhuoe,  an  enterprising  farmer 
and  business  man  and  one  of  the  worthy  and 
valued  citizens  of  Jlenard  county,  whose  in- 
fiuenec  is  ever  on  the  side  of  right  and  prog- 
ress, was  born  in  Fleming  county,  Kentucky, 
noiir  Flemingsburg,  January  2(1,  IHo'.i,  his  par- 
■  'nts  being  Jamea  and  Ann  Elizabeth  (Harri- 
son) Tcrhune,  who  were  also  natives  of  Ken- 
tucky. The  father,  a  farmer  by  oeeupation, 
came  to  Ifcnard  county  in  IS-";:!,  locating  at 
Petersburg,  hut  after  a  short  time  he  n'movcd 
to  Indian  Point  and  sul)set|uently  purchased 
laud  near  Curtis.  There  he  began  farming 
and  sto<;k-raising  and  continued  to  reside  near 
Curtis  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  No- 
vcndier,  18K4.  when  be  was  fifty-six  years  of 
age.  while  his  wiff  died  in  May,  li^Hd.  at  the 
age  of  fifty-tive  years. 

John  \V.  Terliune  aci[uired  his  education 
in  the  common  schools  of  Jlenard  county  and 
remained  under  the  ]»arental  roof  until  twenty- 
four  years  of  age,  when  he  removed  lo  the 
farm  on  which  he  now  n'sides.  It  was  pur- 
chased for  him  and  his  wife  by  her  father 
shortly  after  their  marriage.  In  188.->  Mr. 
Terbune  added  to  it  a  tract  of  eighty-eight 
acres  aiul  has  since  bought  other  iiroiierty 
until  now  his  landed  |Kissessions  aggregate  four 
hundred  and  forty  acres  of  rich  and  arable 
lanti,  upon  which  he  has  placed  many  im|)rove- 
mcnts.  He  has  tiled  the  fields,  erected  sub- 
slantial  buildings  and  now  has  an  excellent 
farm  which,  in  ils  neat  and  thrifty  appearance, 
indicate  the  careful  sujiervision  of  a  progres- 
^i\e  owner.  lie  also  aided  in  organizing  the 
iilc|)lione  company  and  was  its  pri'sidcnt  two 


On  the  2(ith  of  March,  18:!).  Mr.  Terhunc 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Smooi. 
a  daughter  of  W.  C.  and  Catherine  (Knglo 
Smoot.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tcrhune  arc  earn- 
est and  consistent  Christian  |wo|ile  and  take 
a  very  active  and  helpful  part  in  elnirch  work. 
For  a  number  of  years  he  has  been  and  is  now 
an  elder  in  the  Presbyterian  <'liurch  at  Sweet- 
water, Illinois,  is  suiierintcndcnt  of  the  Sun- 
day-school and  for  twenty-two  consocuiive 
years  was  a  Sunday-school  teacher.  His  wife 
is  sutierintendent  of  the  Suuday-schooi  of  the 
Christian  church  and  has  been  for  ten  years. 
Mr.  Tcrhune  has  also  k'en  a  leader  of  the 
choir  and  has  taken  a  most  helpful  part  in  vari- 
ous lines  of  the  cbureh  activities.  For  seven 
generations,  with  one  exception,  his  family  have 
iieen  represcnteil  in  the  church  eldership.  He 
has  been  vice  ]iresideiit  of  the  Sunday-school 
Association  of  Menard  county  for  a  number  of 
years  and  has  attended  many  Sunday-school 
conventions,  taking  a  most  active  interest  in  the 
training  of  the  yonng,  reali;!iug  its  ini[>ortaiice 
as  a  prejHiration  for  after  life.  In  politics 
Mr.  Terbune  is  a  Ifepuldican  and  has  served 
as  ]jn'sident  of  the  board  of  .=chool  trustees  for 
a  nunilier  of  years.  He  has  always  taught 
temperance  liy  both  precept  and  example  and 
has  favored  every  niovenicnt  which  has  for  its 
object  the  betterment  of  linmanity,  while  his 
labors  and  influence  have  proven  no  unimpor- 
tant factors  in  advancing  the  moral  slandard  of 
bis  comninnitv. 


RDOAR  S.  CHEANEY. 
Edgar  S.  Cheaney  is  aceordeil  a  j<osition  in 
the  front  rank  of  the  leading  and  representa- 
tive business  men  of  Petersburg,  his  native 
city,  where  his  birth  occurred  on  the  13th  of 
November.  IS.-iS.  ,\t  the  nsnal  age  be  entered 
the  ]mblie  schools,  where  he  pursued  his  stud- 
ies until  tliirtei'n  years  of  age,  when  he  en- 
tered njion  bis  business  career  as  an  eni|dove  in 
the  lumberyard  rif  Colonel  C.  !>.  Rourke,  n- 
nuiining  there  for  tlire*'  years.  On  the  ex|iira- 
lion  of  that  [MTiod  be  embarked  in  the  gro- 
cery business  on  his  own  aecimnt  and  for  five 
years  conducted  his  store,  meeting  with  eig- 
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mil  siic'l-6b-  in  tlu  iinikitakin^  He  then  sold 
his  ftoro  and  igaiii  iutniiL  (oniiwtcd  with  tli6 
himlior  trade  going  upon  tlu  road  as  a  travel- 
ing mdcsman  IK  toiitinucd  in  the  Imsinoss  in 
that  capacity  for  twenty-two  yearn!  and  gained 
a  wide  and  favorahle  acquaintance  witli  lum- 
ber dealers  in  the  territory  throiigli  which  he 
traveled,  lie  confined  his  Inisincfy  mostly  to 
central  Illinois  and  was  a  most  successful  sales- 
man, annually  securing  a  large  amount  of 
business. 

About  18R7  Mr.  Chenney  joined  his  father, 
J.  \V.  Cheaney,  in  the  establishment  of  a  lum- 
ber business  at  Petershur};  under  the  firm  name 
of  K.  S,  Cheaney  &  Company,  his  father  tak- 
ing charge  of  the  local  yard,  while  our  sum- 
ject  continued  upon  the  road.  He  soon  secured 
a  large  and  reliable  class  of  patrons,  making 
the  business  profitable  and  extensive.  The  fa- 
ther died  February  21,  1902,  at  which  time 
E.  S.  Cheaney  purchased  his  interest  in  the 
business  and  has  since  been  sole  proprietor.  He 
left  the  road  January  1.  1904,  and  has  since 
given  his  attention  to  the  management  of  the 
business  from  the  headquarters  in  Petersburg, 
The  yard  is  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  by 
one  hundred  and  fifty-two  feet  and  the  busi- 
ness is  constantly  increasing.  At  Athens  Mr. 
Cheaney  Iiought  out  the  lumberyard  of  T.  A, 
Swearingen  &  Company,  in  February,  1904, 
and  ia  conducting  that  in  connection  with  the 
Petersburg  business.  He  has  comprehensive 
and  accurate  knowledge  of  the  lumber  trade, 
is  familiar  with  the  various  kinds  of  wood  and 
their  value  as  a  building  material  as  well  as  a 
marketable  commodity,  and  he  is  now  classed 
with  the  most  successful  business  men  of  Me- 
nard county. 

In  July,  1888,  Mr-  Cheaney  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Mary  S.  Miller,  of  Pekin,  Illi- 
nois, a  daughter  of  P.  J.  Jliller.  now  of  Athens. 
This  marriage  has  been  blessed  with  five  chil- 
dren: Edgar,  now  deceased;  Caroline,  Her- 
bert H.,  James  W.  and  Francis. 

Mr,  Cheaney  belongs  to  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
fraternity  and  the  Hoo  Hoo,  a  national  or- 
ganization of  lumbermen.  He  has  a  wide  ac- 
quaintance in  central  Hlinois  and  wherever  he 
has  gone  he  has  made  friends  by  reason  of  his 


unfailiug  courtesy,  his  deference  for  the  opin- 
icHis  (if  others,  his  social  nature  and  his  genial 
disposition,  Thmughout  the  greater  part  of 
his  life  he  has  lieen  connected  with  the  lum- 
lier  trade  and  his  recognition  of  a  commercial 
possibility  leading  to  success  has  been  supple- 
mented liy  straightforward  dealing  that  has 
gained  him  the  c<mfidence  and  the  patronau'e 
of  many  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact. 


JOSEPH  A.  SMEDLEY. 

.Joseph  A,  Smediey  was  born  ^lay  3,  ISriO, 
on  section  21,  township  18,  adjoining  the  one 
on  which  he  now  lives.  His  present  place, 
comprising  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  was 
traded  in  the  early  days  for  a  shotgun,  au  en- 
tire section  beiuff  given  in  exchange  for  the 
firearm.  Cultivation,  however,  carried  on  liy 
former  generations  of  the  family  and  by  our 
subject  have  wrought  a  wonderful  transforma- 
tion in  the  apjiearance  and  value  of  the  land, 
which  is  now  worth  one  hundred  dollars  [kt 
acre. 

The  Smediey  family  ia  of  English  lineage 
and  the  anci-stry  of  Joseph  A.  Smediey  can  be 
traced  liack  to  Christopher  Smediey,  the  great- 
grandfather, who  was 'sent  to  sea  by  his  older 
lirothers,  who  were  angry  with  him.  He  lived 
to  the  advanced  age  of  one  hundrefl  and  eleven 
years  and  six  months.  Becoming  a  resident 
of  ,\merica,  he  was  married  in  Pennsylvania 
and  afterward  removed  to  Kentucky.  He  had 
throe  sons,  including  Thomas  Smediey,  the 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  who,  with  his 
brother  William,  went  to  St.  Louis,  Missouri, 
at  an  early  day  and  later  came  to  what  is  now 
Menard  county,  Illinois,  then  a  part  of  Sanga- 
mon county.  He  settled  at  Clary's  Grove  and 
there  reared  his  family.  He  had  five  sons  and 
five  daughters,  three  of  whom  were  born  in 
Kentucky,  while  the  others  were  born  on  the 
old  family  homestead  in  this  county.  He  pur- 
chased one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  on 
section  20,  township  18,  and  was  the  first  man 
to  settle  upon  the  prairie  adjoining  where 
Joseph  A.  Smediey  now  resides.  He  took  an 
active  and  helpful  part  in  reclaiming  the  wild 
land  for  the  uses  of  the  white  man  and  assisted 
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materially  in  tlie  early  developineut  of  the 
county — a  work  which  has  since  been  carried 
forward  by  the  family  in  later  generations. 
Thomas  Smedley  had  ten  children,  as  follows: 
Sarah  married  Spencer  Merrill  and  they  reside 
in  Little  Grove.  William  is  the  second  of  the 
family.  Kichard,  who  lived  in  Meuard  county 
on  the  farm  which  is  now  owned  by  Mrs. 
Marthena  Gum,  was  a  soldier  of  the  One  Hun- 
dred and  Fourteenlh  Illinois  Volunteer  In- 
fantry and  died  in  the  service.  Irene,  de- 
ceased, was  the  wife  of  JoJm  X.  Osborne  and 
lived  in  Jacksonville.  Eliza  became  the  wife 
of  Barton  Osborne  and  they  resided  on  tlie 
old  Smedley  homestead,  but  both  arc  now  de- 
based. He  was  a  member  of  the  One  Hundred 
and  Fourteenth  Illinois  Infantry  in  the  Civil 
war.  John,  who  was  a  member  of  the  Four- 
teenth Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  was  a  quar- 
termaster sergennt  and  served  throughout  the 
war.  He  was  under  Grant  at  Shiloh  and  Vicks- 
burg.  He  was  educated  for  the  ministry,  on- 
gaged  in  teaching  for  a  number  of  years  and  is 
now  living  in  Cass  county,  Illinois.  Thomas, 
who  residt-s  in  Blooniington,  this  state,  was  aUo 
a  niemlior  of  the  Foiirtecntli  Illinois  Regiment, 
was  tlie  regimental  fifer  and,  being  captured, 
was  confined  in  .Anderson vi Me  prison.  Han- 
nah, deceased,  was  the  wife  of  David  Bell,  a 
resident  of  Dakota,  He  was  an  orderly  in  the 
One  Hundred  and  Fourteenth  Illinois  In- 
fantry and  was  with  Sherman  on  the  ecle- 
braled  march  from  Atlanta  to  the  sea.  Chris- 
topher, who  was  orderly  sergeant  in  the  same 
regiment  and  likewise  marched  with  Slicr- 
nian'g  Army  to  the  coast,  is  now  living  in 
Pittslnirg,  Kansas.  C'athciine  married  Anson 
Ferguson,  whose  military  service  was  with  the 
same  regiment,  and  who  went  to  the  sea  under 
Sherman.  He  was  wounded  in  the  liead.  hut 
reeovered  from  this,  although  !ie  was  after- 
ward killed  by  a  mule. 

William  Smcdley,  the  father  of  Joseph  A. 
Smedley,  was  bom  in  Kentucky,  but  in  hi^ 
youth  accompanied  his  falher  on  hiji  TemovaJ 
to  Menard  county,  where  he  spent  his  remain- 
ing days.  He  was  reared  among  the  wild 
scenes  of  pioneer  life  and  assisted  in  the  ardu- 
ous task  of  developing  a  new  farm.  He  fol- 
lowed agrirultnral  pursnirs  throughout  his  en- 


tire life  and  was  known  as  an  encr^etje.  eapabk' 
business  man,  who  carefully  controlled  hia 
farming  interests.  His  early  political  ^uppoil 
was  given  the  Whig  party  and  on  its  dissolu- 
tion he  joined  the  ranks  of  the  new  Hepub- 
lican  party,  with  which  he  coutinned  to  alliliate 
until  his  death.  He  held  membership  in  thu 
Christian  churcli.  His  wife  bon?  tlie  maiden 
name  of  Martha  Hurd  and  they  ijecanie  l!ie 
parents  of  seven  children:  Christina,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  eight  years;  Joseph  A.,  of  V.iU 
review;  John  Thomas,  who  dietl  at  Coldwai<i, 
Florida,  wJiere  he  was  following  the  occupaiii>ii 
of  farming;  Edwin,  wJio  was  a  machinist  and 
died  at  his  home  in  Jacksonville,  Illinois; 
Martha,  wiio  married  a  Mr.  Allen,  hut  both 
died  of  yellow  fever  about  1889;  Xancy,  who 
died  in  infancy;  and  Hamden  Jewett,  who 
owns  and  operates  a  farm  near  Athens. 

Joseph  A.  Smedley  was  reared  in  his  fa- 
ther's home  and  pursued  his  education  in  a 
I'rivate  school  at  Petersburg.  He  was  trained 
lo  habits  of  industry  on  tlie  home  farm,  assist- 
ing in  its  further  development  and  cultivation 
until  twenty-one  years  of  age.  when  he  begiin 
farming  for  himself.  He  makes  a  s[>ccialty 
of  Ijee  culture.  He  was  married  October  7. 
iy75,  to  Henrietta  Godwin,  a  daughter  of  John 
and  Mary  Ann  (Truitt)  Godwin,  who  lesided 
in  Missouri,  where  Mrs.  ISmedley  was  reared 
and  educated.  The  father  was  born  in  Vir- 
ginia, and  the  mother  in  Baltimore, 
Maryland,  where  they  were  married.  Tiiey 
came  west  al«mt  1S53  and  settled  in  Mont- 
gomery county,  Missouri,  where  ilr.  God- 
win entered  a  large  tract  of  land  and  wa^  n 
slave  holder.  Mrs.  Smedley  has  two  brothers 
and  two  sisters  living,  three  of  whom  are  ri-si- 
ilents  of  Jlissouri,  while  one  lives  in  Colonido. 
Four  children  have  been  horn  unto  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Smedley:  Charles  Frederick,  who  wn'; 
bom  Seplember  7.  IHIil.  marricil  .Adriane  Mar- 
line and  resides  in  .facksonville,  Florida; 
Arthur  E.,  who  was  horn  October  o,  1.'*^?, 
mariicd  Daisy  Gum  and  \'  now  a  student  in 
the  Chicago  \'cterinary  School,  hut  own**  prop- 
erty in  Menard  county,  where  he  njakes  his 
home:  Harry  l{.,  i.orn  August  14,  18S2,  mar- 
ried Clara  -Acre,  and  now  resides  upon  the  old 
honifstead.  hut  <'xpects  to   remove  to  a   fiini 
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iifar  Atht'iis  in  tin-  p])riiif,'  of  1005;  Mjirsliiiil 
A.,  born  July  'Hi.  1W.S.">.  wii.-;  I'diicutt'd  in  Peters- 
burg »nd  is  now  at  iiouie. 

ilr.  Snu^lev  fii-st  votod  with  tlic  Uepiibll- 
can  ]i.Ti'ty,  but  lias  since  siipjiorti-d  tlie  candi- 
dates of  the  Dcmocratie  and  lVo|ik'"s  parties, 
and  is  independent  in  support  of  tbe  i>olitifa! 
nieajiures  whieh  he  deems  will  hrinf;  tbe  great- 
est good  to  the  greatest  number.  Both  he  and 
his  wife  are  memiiers  of  the  Christian  churili 
and  take  a  !H'li>ful  part  in  its  work.  Havir.^' 
always  lived  in  this  county,  Mr.  Snicdley  lias 
a  wide  acquaintance  within  its  borders  and  «- 
ceives  favoraiile  regard  and  friendship  Uwv. 
flic  majority  of  those  with  whom  he  has  lui'n 
broufrht  in  contact,  either  through  biisincs-i  .n- 
fi">cial   X'hitions. 


WILLlAll  EXSLEY. 


William  Ensley,  wliose  farming  inlercsts  are 
represented  by  a  good  tract  of  land  in  the 
vicinity  of  Atterbcrry,  was  bom  June  12,  IMSS, 
in  Pickaway  county,  Ohio,  liia  parents  being 
Christopher  and  Elizabeth  (Gold)  Ensley,  both 
natives  o£  Pennsylvania,  the  father  being  of 
Dutch  lineage,  while  the  mother  was  of  English 
descent.  Removing  to  Ohio,  they  settled  m 
Pickaway  county  in  1828,  their  home  iicing 
along  the  canal  between  Cireleville  and  Colum- 
bus- The  father  secured  a  Iract  of  land  on  the 
Scioto  river  bottom  and  tiuTo  !wgan  (he  de- 
velopment of  a  farm.  The  work  iif  improve- 
ment and  progress  had  been  carried  on  fiir 
po  brief  a  time  that  many  ])rimitive  conditions 
yet  existed.  He  afterward  canii-  (o  Illinois!, 
settling  in  Babylon.  Fulton  county,  wlicro  his 
death  occurred  in  184.">.  His  wife,  long  sur- 
viving him.  died  at  the  homo  of  her  son  Wil- 
liam, about  a  half  a  mile  east  of  AtterlM^rry,  in 

i8r2. 

William  Ensloy,  on  pursuing  his  e.hication, 
was  a  student  in  a  little  log  schoolhouse,  hut  hi.'? 
o)i|)i)rtiinity  even  there  was  limited  as  his 
services  wen-  needed  upon  the  home  farm.  .\t 
li;e  age  of  twelve  he  liegan  work  for  others,  be- 
ing emjiloved  as  a  farm  hand  fiir  live  years  at 
'■igbt  dollars  \>ct  month.  The  hist  summer 
wbich  he  s|icnt  in  Ohio  be  dropped  broom  com 


by  band  over  a  tract  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
acres.  Suks^'qucntly  he  came  to  Fulton  county, 
Illinois,  and  established  his  home  near  the  dam 
across  H|KMm  river,  tiie  town  iM'ing  called 
Babylon.  There  he  worked  for  one  man  for 
five  years  at  eight  dollars  per  month. 

On  the  2oth  of  January,  1855,  Mr.  Ensley 
was  married  to  Miss  ChltH-  Helen  Aylesworth, 
a  daughter  of  Philip  and  Chh.c  '(Goodell) 
-Vyles worth,  the  former  a  native  of  Provitlcnce, 
uiiode  Island,  born  .Vpril  20,  1797.  and  the 
latter  of  Xew  York.  Tbe  mother  died  during 
the  infancy  of  her  daughter.  There  were  two 
sous  and  two  daughters  in  the  family:  Philip 
S..  who  .lied  in  18!!»  at  Petersburg,  Illinois; 
Cliarles.  who.sc  death  occurred  in  IS.S.l  at  Meif- 
dosia,  Illinois.  M;hen  he  was  two  years  of  age: 
.\.nnie  M.:  and  Chloe  H.  The  former  married 
John  II.  Roland,  who  n>sided  at  Orand  Island. 
Xeiiraska.  an.l  died  in  ^Mareh.  1!)04.  They  had 
ibvfc  children,  two  silns  and  a  daughter,  and 
the  sons  are  married,  one  now  living  at  Hast- 
ings, Nebraska,  and  the  other  at  Lincoln,  that 
state.  Jlr.  Aylesworth,  the  father  of  Mrs. 
Knsley,  removed  from  Rhode  Island  to  Penn- 
sylvania wliPn  sixteen  years  of  age  and  had 
come  to  Illinois  in  1822  and  here  he  formed  tbe 
acquaintance  of  Chloe  Cioodell,  who  had  heea 
bnmght  to  this  state  during  her  childhood  by 
her  imrenls.  They  were  married  in  Sangamon 
county  and  Jlr.  Aylesworth  ojierated  a  ferry  at 
Mei-eilosia,  Illinois,  for  seven  years,  while  suV 
st-quent  to  bis  marriage  he  removed  to  Menard 
county.  He  was  an  old  time  surveyor  and  in 
this  connection  he  assisted  materialty  in  the 
early  development  of  the  state,  laying  out  the 
towns  of  Benrdstown  and  Meredosia.  He  also 
surveyed  and  laid  out  tbe  state  road  from 
Meredosia  to  Qiiiney  by  way  of  Camp  Point. 
At  tbe  last  named  place  he  camped  out  and 
called  it  Camp  Point  and  thin  name  has  been 
retained  down  to  the  present.  Tn  1S:!.>  he  es- 
tablished his  boinc'  in  Fulton  county,  being  the 
first  white  settler  in  I.ee  township,  living  oi. 
an  old  Indian  farm  called  Potato  Hollow.  He 
there  entered  ten  quarter  sections  of  land  and 
was  at  one  time  th<'  wealthiest  man  in  the 
i-ounly.     He  not  only  carried  on   farming  pur- 
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ti;t'  hind  eiiet  of  AttiTbi-rry  mul  in  caiir.-^e  of 
tinu'  lii'caiuc  tlio  owner  of  thousandB  of  acres. 
At  out'  tiiiK^  he  was  the  owner  of  tlie  land  on 
whifli  the  city  of  Jacksonville  now  stands.  He 
was  also  prominent  and  influential  in  public 
affairs,  held  the  offiee  of  jn.stice  of  the  peace 
for  a  time,  was  sheriff  of  Morgan  county,  and 
ho  named  the  town  of  Bahylon  in  Fiiltnn  coun- 
ty. His  efforts  were  of  marked  benefit  to  the 
state  in  its  development  and  cuhstantial  im- 
provement. He  was  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
frafeniity  and  was  familiarly  known  as  Uncle 
Phil.  His  death  occurred  at  the  home  of  Mr, 
and    Mr*    Nathaniel     ^yle^worth    near  Ellis- 

lle  D  e  lier  2  18Si  It  was  largely 
th  o  1  h  s  p  sonal  nfl  e  e  tl  at  congress 
[a      I  tl     1   e       ] 1 0     la 

W  lla  Ens]  ]  rcha  el  1  first  land  of 
I  fe    f  th  r    nl  aft  rwa   1  bo     lit  bis  pres- 

ent farm  from  John  Stitch.  As  his  financial 
resources  have  increased  he  has  added  to  his 
projierty  from  time  to  time  until  he  is  now  the 
owner  of  six  hundred  acres,  which  he  has  ac- 
quired entirely  through  his  own  efforts,  save 
a  tract  of  eighty  acres  that  was  inlierited  by  hif 
wife.  He  has  lived  upon  his  present  farm 
since  185G  and  has  wrought  a  great  change  in 
its  a]»pearance  because  of  the  improvements  he 
has  made  and  the  high  state  of  cultivation  un- 
der which  he  has  placed  his  fields. 

Mrs.  Ensley.  who  was  bom  July  8,  1837,  in 
Fulton  county,  has  become  the  mother  of  eight 
children,  but  the  eldest.  Luella,  died  in  infancy. 
Those  still  living  arc  Henry  Elmer,  horn  Au- 
gust H.  18fH;  Harvey  Lee,  horn  Decend)er  11. 
18iO:  and  Nettie  Alice,  born  Ifarch  17.  1884. 
The  elder  son  married  Hartie  Barr  and  they 
reside  at  Waverly.  Morgan  county.  Illinois, 
where  he  is  engaged  in  business  as  a  grain 
dealer.  They  hav{'  three  children,  one  sun  and 
two  daughters  and  they  arc  members  of  the 
Jtcthodist  church.  Harvey  I.ee,  residing  on  a 
farm  Tiear  .Vtteriieriy,  married  Jessie  Thorne 
and  they  have  one  cliil.l— a  daughter. 

Mr.  Ensley  gives  his  political  allegiance  to 
the  DeiuiHTaey  and  has  served  as  roudniaster. 
but  has  never  been  very  active  a'^  a  politician, 
preferring  lo  deioie  his  time  and  energies  to 
bis  bllsiu(^s  afTaits.  which  be  has  eiqinlply  enn- 
diKted.      He  is   s.>ld(un  at   faull    l\\   matters  of 


iiusiness  judgment  and  his  energy  lias  |ir(ni-u 
a  very  eHe<-tive  factor  in  winning  success.  His 
lil'e  iias  indeetl  been  a  busy  and  useful  one  ami 
at  all  times  it  has  Ijeen  characterized  by  honor- 
able purpos*.^,  so  that  he  receives  the  goml  will 
and  respect  of  those  with  whom  he  has  lieeii 
associated. 


GEORGE  W.  HATCH. 

Georg(!  W.  Hatch,  figuring  prominently  Id 
the  business  circles  of  Greenview.  his  busiiifT-s 
activity  contributing  to  the  general  prosperity 
as  well  as  his  individual  success,  is  now  secre- 
tary and  general  manager  of  the  Greenview 
Coal  &  Mining  Company,  as  superintendent 
and  manager  of  the  iliddlotown  Coal  Com- 
pany at  Middletown,  Illinois,  and  is  the  senior 
member  of  the  firm  of  Hatch,  Jones  &  Ber- 
gen, general  merchants  of  Greenview.  A  na- 
tive son  of  Menard  county,  he  was  born  a 
mile  ami  a  half  north  of  the  city  in  which 
be  yet  makes  his  home,  on  the  l.'ith  of  Octolx-r. 
lH(il.  his  parents  being  George  W.  and  Amanda 
M.  (Martin)  Hatch.  His  parental  grand- 
father, who  was  a  sea  captain,  followed  the 
sea  for  many  years  and  was  at  length  lost 
at  sea. 

George  W.  Hatch,  Sr.,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  was  a  native  of  New  Jersey  and  was 
twice  married,  his  first  wife  lieing  Mary 
Brewer.  Tlieir  wedding  was  celebrated  March 
10,  184G,  and  to  them  were  torn  three  sons, 
namely:  William  N.,  a  resident  of  Oakland. 
Pottawattamie  county,  Iowa,  where  he  is  en- 
gaged in  fanning  and  stock-raising  and  owns 
over  five  hundred  acres  of  land;  John  B..  who 
died  Septcmlwr  5.  ISC!);  and  Thomas  X.,  who 
died  August  23,  18r)8.  The  mother  of  these 
children  died  ^larch  30,  18.5-"),  and  the  father 
was  marrietl  .\ugust  2't,  18.">.i.  to  Amanda  M. 
Martin,  who  was  born  in  HIinois.  September  3. 
1833,  and  was  a  daughter  of  John  and  High- 
land' (Ferguson)  Alartin.  Her  parents  were 
both  natives  of  Kentucky  and  at  an  early  day 
removed  from  that  state  to  Illinois,  settling 
at  Raker's  Prairie,  where  the  father  carried  on 
farming  and  stock-raising.  The  mother  and 
four  of  her  children  died  within  two  weeks. 
Otic  daughter.  Mrs.  Alexander  Rbnades.  is  slill 
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living,  her  home  being  at  SpriDgerton,  Illi- 
nois. By  his  second  marriage  George  W. 
Hatch,  Sr..  hud  five  chihlrcn,  our  subject  being 
the  only  son.  The  tlaughter^i  were  ilargnret 
A.,  who  was  born  June  2>J.  1856,  and  married 
C.  H.  Denton,  of  Athens,  Illinois;  JIary  IL, 
who  was  born  October  1,  1857,  and  is  now  the 
wife  of  J.  R.  Arnold,  of  Greenview;  Emma  J., 
who  was  born  November  2ti,  18."i9,  and  died 
August  30,  1877;  and  Laura  E.,  who  was  bom 
April  4,  1S63,  and  died  April  30.  1879. 

In  early  boyhood  days  George  W.  Hatch, 
Sr.  came  to  Menard  county  and  in  his  youth  ho 
worked  by  the  mouth  as  a  farm  hand.  Ho 
afterward  entered  land  from  the  government 
and  devoted  his  energies  to  its  cultivation  and 
improvement  until  18(J8,  when  he  retired  from 
agricultural  life  and  removed  to  Greenview, 
pnti'ring  the  firm  of  Hatch  &  Arnheim,  general 
merchants.  He  also  conducteii  a  lumber  yard 
and  milling  business  and  erected  many  of  the 
first  houses  of  the  city.  His  business  interests 
thus  extended  to  many  lines  and  proved  bene- 
ficial to  the  community  by  advancing  the  coiii- 
niercral  and  industrial  prosperity  which  is  the 
bar-is  of  all  progress  and  substantial  upbuilding. 
In  1873  he  sold  his  varied  business  interests, 
save  his  mill,  which  he  conducted  until  his 
death.  He  pa.ssed  away  May  25,  1874,  at  the 
age  of  forty-seven  years  and  nine  mouths.  His 
widow  long  survived  him  and  her  death  re- 
sulted from  a  fall  on  the  17th  of  August,  IftO.'^. 
when  -she  was  seventy-one  years  of  age. 

George  W.  Hatch  was  a  public  school  student 
in  Greenview  and  in  1880  he  entered  the 
Northern  Indiana  Normal  College  at  Val- 
paraiso, Indiana,  leaving  that  institution  on 
the  day  that  James  A.  Garfield  was  nominated 
for  the  presidency.  He  then  returned  to  Men- 
ard county  and  in  June,  1880,  he  engaged  in 
the  livery  business,  but  after  nine  months  ho 
sold  out  and  took  a  three  months'  trip  to  the 
west,  visiting  Denver  and  Leadville,  Colorado. 
On  the  expiration  of  that  perio<l  he  retraced  his 
steps  eastward  as  far  as  Iowa  and  on  the  3rd 
of  July,  1881,  he  returned  to  Menard  county. 
About  that  time  he  assisted  in  the  organization 
of  the  first  coal  company  formed  here  and  in 
November  of  the  same  year  he  embarked  in 
the  furniture  and  undertaking  husines.-;,  which 


he  carried  on  for  about  three  years.  On  the 
23rd  of  December,  1884,  however,  he  removed 
to  a  farm  and  was  successfully  and  continuously 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  for  six  years, 
or  until  Novenilier,  1891,  when  he  returned  to 
Greenview.  Here  he  began  handling  horses 
and  in  1893  he  became  actively  associated  with 
commercial  interests  as  a  dealer  in  hardware 
and  implements  under  the  firm  style  of  Hatch 
&  Propst.  A  man  of  resourceful  business 
ability,  rcsdily  recognizing  and  improving  op- 
portunity, he  has  been  associated  with  many 
lines  of  endeavor  that  have  proved  of  practical 
value  and  benefit  to  the  city  and  at  the  same 
time  have  advanced  iiia  individual  prosperity. 
He  liuilt  the  first  opera  house  of  Greenview  at 
a  cost  of  eight  thousand  dollars,  but  tlic  build- 
ing was  afterward  di-stroyed  by  fire.  He  has 
been  identified  with  the  development  of  the 
coal  interests  of  this  part  of  the  state  and  in 
1886  he  became  a  stockholder  in  the  Menard 
Coal  Company,  of  Greenview,  Illinois,  of  which 
he  is  now  the  secretary  and  manager.  In  189-1 
he  sold  his  interest  in  the  hardware  store  to  his 
partner  and  became  an  insurance  and  real 
estate  agent. 

For  a  time  Mr.  Hatch  put  aside  his  more 
active  business  duties  in  order  to  perform 
public  sen-ice,  for  winch  he  had  been  chosen 
by  the  votes  of  his  fellow  townsmen.  In  1894 
he  was  elected  sheriff  of  Menard  count}'  upon 
the  Republican  ticket,  altliough  this  is  a 
strong  Democratic  county,  receiving  a  majority 
of  one  hundred  and  forty-nine.  Later  he 
was  nominated  for  the  oflSce  of  county  clerk, 
was  defeated  by  one  hundred  and  twenty-six 
votes.  In  1!)00  he  was  a  candidate  before  the 
Republican  convention  for  the  nomination  for 
representative.  After  retiring  from  the  offii-e 
of  county  sheriff  he  took  charge  of  the  business 
of  the  coal  company  and  lie  entered  the  firm 
of  Hatch.  Elkie  &  Reed,  on  the  8th  of  March, 
189'.;.  After  a  year,  however,  this  partnership 
wa-i  dissolved  and  Mr.  TLitch  became  the  senior 
member  of  the  present  mercantile  firm  of 
Hatch,  Jones  &  Bergen.  He  is  a  man  of  keen 
business  discernment  and  unfaltering  enter- 
prise and  carries  forward  to  successful  comple- 
tion whatever  he  undertakes.  Moreover,  his 
business  methods  have  been  such  as  never  seek    . 
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nor  require  diegui^  and  lie  lias  luadG  for  liim- 
sclf  an  honorable  name  in  tradt'  circlor. 

On  the  12th  of  Octolier,  18K-^,  Mr.  Hatdi 
was  married  to  Jliss  Eleanor  Frances  Peed,  a 
daughter  of  W.  W.  P.  Heed,  and  they  liave 
three  children:  Claude  Wallace,  who  was  boru 
November  y,  ISS'S,  is  now  married  and  is  in 
charge  of  his  father's  interests  in  the  store; 
Forest  Leslie,  born  January  l!l,  1S89,  and 
Mildred,  born  January  15,  Ifiyi,  arc  at  home 
with  their  parents.  The  wife  and  children  are 
members  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
church  and  Mr.  Hatch  holds  nicmbersiup  in 
the  Christian  church.  He  has  pleasant  fra- 
ternal relations,  being  a  valued  representative 
of  Clinton  lodge,  No.  lUit,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of 
Petersburg:  I^iyalty  lodge,  Ni>.  183,  K.  P., 
and  the  Modern  Woodman  camp.  His  name 
19  a  synonym  for  activity,  industry  and  integ- 
rity in  business  life  and  he  stands  to-day  as 
one  of  the  successful  and  respected  men  of 
ilenard  coimty. 


WILLIAM  T.   KINX'AID. 

Wilham  T.  Kincaid,  a  repre.sentativc  of  the 
farming  interests  in  Menard  comity,  who  has 
the  res|iect  of  the  Imsiness  community  because 
of  his  faitliftil  adherence  In  the  rules  which 
govern  honorable  trade  relations,  was  Itorn 
.Vugust  3(1.  lS4i).  on  the  farm  in  Sweetwater 
precinel,  wiicrc  he  now  makes  his  home.  He  is 
a  son  of  \V.  C.  and  I^misa  (Hale)  Kincaid, 
both  of  whom  are  natives  of  Balh  count)'.  Kcn- 
tncky.  The  father,  who  was  born  Xovendier 
3.  ISl."),  came  to  Illinois  in  early  manhood,  set- 
tling in  Menard  county  upon  the  old  home- 
stead farm  in  18;t4.  His  father,  Andrew  Kin- 
caid, was  a  native  nf  Cumberland  coimty,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  hi'came  a  nsiderit  of  Bath  eonnty, 
Kentucky,  in  17!).").  In  the  latter  state  he  was 
nnited  in  marriage  to  Miss  Ann  P.  Caldwell, 
who  was  born  in  Bath  eonnty  and  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Kennedy)  Cald- 
well. She  was  present  at  the  stirring  scenes 
of  the  great  camp  meeting  at  Cane  Ridge  in 
Bourlion  county.  Kcntncky,  in  1S02 — an  evem, 
which  hai:  become  historic  in  the  annals  of  that 
stiile  and   of  thai    locality.     On   the   l.ltb   of 


August,  1807,  she  gave  her  hand  in  marriage 
to  Mr.  Kincaid  and  they  were  a  most  devoted 
and  earnest  Christian  couple.  Though  alwiiys 
living  upright  lives  and  singularly  conscien- 
tious, probably  from  lack  of  suitable  opjior- 
lunity.  Mrs.  Kincaid  did  not  profess  her  re- 
ligious faith  until  1824,  when  with  her  hus- 
band she  nnited  with  the  New  Concord  Pres- 
byterian church  of  Nicholas  county,  Ken- 
tucky, under  the  ministry  of  Dewey  Whitney. 
Soon  afterward  they  changed  their  menilHTshiji 
from  lint  church  to  the  church  in  Sjiring- 
field.  Bath  county,  Kentucky,  where  they  re- 
sided until  1834.  In  that  year  they  eaine  to 
Menard  county,  Illinois,  settling  at  Indian 
I'oint,  and  on  the  13th  of  June,  183-"),  thcv 
were  received  into  the  membership  of  the 
North  Sangamon  Presbyterian  churcii  by  tht; 
si'ssion  then  constituting  Klder  John  X.  Mocre 
and  Itev.  Alex  Ewing  as  moderators.  Fi-'n.i 
tliat  time  forward  they  took  a  most  active  -ind 
helpful,  as  well  as  benclicial,  interest  in  the 
moral  development  of  this  part  of  tin-  state. 
Tln'v  closely  followed  all  the  conmiandnipnts 
and  ordinances  of  the  church,  living  blameless 
livt's,  so  that  their  memory  is  yet  enshrined  in 
the  hearts  of  those  who  knew  them,  and  their 
example  n'mains  as  a  source  of  inspiration  and 
encouragement  to  those  with  whom  they  were 
associated.  Andrew  Kincaid,  full  of  years  and 
honors,  because  of  his  fidelity  to  upright  prin- 
ciples, passed  away  August  C,  1873,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-seven  years,  seven  months  and 
twenty-five  days,  and  on  the  20th  of  March, 
1879,  his  widow  died  at  the  age  of  ninety-one 
years,  seven  months  and  twelve  days.  Tlicy 
were  the  jmrents  of  eleven  children,  three  of 
whom  died  prior  to  the  mother's  demise,  and 
the  remaining  eight  were  present  at  hw 
funeral.  She  had  sixty  grandchildren,  of 
whom  thirty-eight  were  living  at  the  time  of 
her  death,  lifty  great-grandchildren,  of  whom 
forly-fonr  were  living,  and  sixteen  of  her 
grandchildren  were  married.  Her  immediate 
descendants  at  the  time  of  her  demise  were 
one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  in  nuniljer,  of 
whom  thirty-one  had  passed  away,  one  hun- 
dred and  eight  are  still  living.  Mrs.  Kincaid 
was  blessed  with  vigorous  physical  and  niental 
powers  and   possessed   many  sterling  traits  of 
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cliaratter.  Slie  was  a  must  earnest  Christian 
woman,  and  the  poor,  needy  ami  distressed 
f(  und  m  htr  a  hilpful  and  s\inpathtti(  friLnd 
>he  was  mo  t  generous  and  hosjiitahle  and  her 
tender  lonfuU ration  for  othtra  was  oni  of  her 
mo-t  -alient  tharacttribtics  \n  inimtn  t  con 
lonriie  of  ppopit  (anit  to  pav  their  last  tribute 
of  re-pict  to  her  memorv  and  her  jjood  dscds 
till  h\(  afttr  htr  so  that  she  is  \et  spoktn  of 
with  tender  re\trence  and  deep  lo\e  h\  those 
who  knew  her. 

\V.  f.  Kinoiid.  tlio  father  of  our  subject,  was 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Menard  county,  re- 
sidni;;  iiere  continuously  from  18IJ4  up  to  the 
tinu'  t>f  his  ili'ath.  He  settled  upon  the  farm 
which  is  now  oecupietl  by  his  son  AV.  T.  Kin- 
t-aid.  entering  the  land  from  the  government, 
anil  our  subject  now  has  in  his  possession  the 
deeds  of  this  land  signed  by  John  Q.  Adams 
iiiiil  Andrew  Jackson,  regarding  them  as  cher- 
i-hi'd  nicnieiitiis  i)f  pioneer  times.  With  char- 
arlcristic  energy  ilr.  Ivincaid  carried  on  agri- 
eultural  pursuits  and  in  addition  to  the  tilling 
of  the  soil  he  raised  stock,  making  a  specialty 
iif  cattle  for  show.  He  usually  raised  the  short- 
horn iireed  and  he  received  first  prize  at  ttie 
second  state  fair  that  was  ever  hold  in  Sanga- 
mon <-«imty.  In  early  manhood  he  wedded 
Miss  Louisa  Hale,  who  was  liorn  Xoveml)er  27, 
1S21.  and  was  also  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
Menard  county,  coming  at  the  time  of  the  ar- 
rival of  William  Johnson.  She  made  her  way 
from  Kentucky  on  horseback.  W,  C.  Kineaid 
pas.«fil  away  at  Indian  Point,  Febniary  7, 1882, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years,  three  months  and 
four  days,  ami  liis  wife  died  at  eleven  o'clock 
in  the  evening  of  .Xovember  27.  1«!I4.  at  the 
ape  of  seven t\'-thnH'  years.  He  had  four  liroth- 
ers  and  three  sisters,  all  of  whom  attended  his 
funeral.  There  had  not  bwn  a  death  in  the 
family  for  forty  years  u]i  to  about  tliat  time, 
but  his  father  and  mother  died  a  few  years 
liefore  him.  Mr.  Kineaid  had  been  connected 
with  the  Presbyterian  church  for  more  than 
forty  years  and  was  an  earnest  Christian  man. 
generous  to  his  friends,  lilieral  to  those  in 
need,  and  in  his  home  a  kind-hearted  and  do- 
voted  husband  and  father.  \o  man  in  the 
county  has  heen  more  deeply  missed  by  neigh- 
bom  and  friends  and  he  !iad  so  endeared  him- 


self to  those  who  knew  liim  that  uujfoi-ui  regret 
was  felt  tlirougliout  this  part  of  the  county 
wlitn  ht  was  called  to  his  fiual  rest.  For  aiiout 
a  jcar  liowe\ii  he  was  in  poor  health  and  for 
two  months  ]  nor  to  his  death  was  confined  to 
Ills  home  J  hi,  funeral  services  were  lield  at 
tliL  North  hangimon  church,  Kcv.  I).  J.  Strain 
and  litv  J  M  Horney  otficiating.  after  which 
hiB  remains  weu  interred  in  Indian  Point  lem- 
tiry  llu  interment  of  Mrs.  Kineaid  was 
also  in  the  Indian  Point  cemetery,  Tliey  were 
the  jiarents  of  five  children:  Uobert  Hale,  who 
was  born  February,  IS),  1841,  and  died  Decem- 
ber 30,  1812 ;  Eliza  Ann,  who  was  iMirn  Xovem- 
ber 10,  184^,  and  died  in  Springfield,  Illinois, 
September  ati,  1901;  Andrew  Todd,  who  was 
born  March  9,  1844,  and  is  now  living  near 
Farmer  City,  DeWitt  county;  William  T.,  tlie 
fourth  of  the  family;  Elizabeth  I).,  who  was 
lioni  October  IS).  185<,  and  is  living  in  Chi- 
cago. 

W.  T.  Kineaid,  whose  name  introduces  this 
record,  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  at 
Indian  Poiut.  This  is  conducted  largely  on  the 
order  of  a  high  school  and  is  a  very  excellent 
educational  institution.  After  putting  aside 
his  tc.vt-lKKiks,  his  time  and  energies  were  de- 
voted to  farm  work  on  the  old  homestead,  lie 
married  Miss  Alice  Belle  Pnrsell,  who  was  born 
in  Sangamon  county,  Illinois,  in  what  is  now 
callwl  Fanningdale,  her  natal  day  being  May 
4,  IHofi,  Her  parents  were  William  and  Eliza- 
Itetii  (A'an  Pattou)  Pursell,  the  former  bom  in 
Ireland.  January  3,  1830,  and  the  latter  in 
Xew  Jersey,  March  2C,  1825,  They  liceame 
residents  of  Sangamon  county  about  18;t3,  Mr. 
Pursell  had  been  brought  to  America  by  his 
parents  when  he  was  Imt  two  years  old,  the 
family  home  lieing  established  in  Canada,  and 
he  rcsidwl  then'  nine  years,  when  the  family 
removed  to  Sangamon  county,  Illinois.  He 
was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  tiiat  ]»ortion  of 
the  state,  locating  there  before  Sjiringfield  had 
sprung  into  existence.  He  and  his  wife  were 
married  in  183()  and  for  a  long  period  they  re- 
sided on  the  old  homestead  farm  in  Sanga- 
mon county.  They  were  the  parents  of  thir- 
teen children:  Robert  Henry,  who  died  about 
1844:  Mary  Ann.  who  died  in  the  same  year; 
Alhcrt  Hale,  who  (Iie<!  in  181:1;  Carrie  Lyman 
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who  is  living  at  Pleasnnt  Plains,  Sangamon 
county;  Laura  Etta,  a  resident  of  Ashland, 
Cass  county,  Illinois;  Mrs.  Kincaid;  Jennie 
Adeline,  who  died  in  1844;  Charles  William, 
who  is  living  in  iloravia,  Jowa;  John  Cush- 
man,  who  died  in  1873;  Harriet  Ijouisa,  who 
resides  at  Junction,  Arizona:  Robert  Ramsc), 
who  is  living  at  Fanningdale,  Illinois;  Frances 
Elizabeth,  also  at  Farniingdale;  and  Jessie 
Trj-phena,  at  home. 

The  home  of  Mr.  and  Jlrs.  Kiucaid  has  been 
blessed  with  two  children:  Alice  Mav,  born 
May  31,  1883;  and  Todd  Pursell.  born  Slay  4, 
1887.  The  parents  and  their  children  are 
members  of  the  Indian  Point  Presbyterian 
church,  and  politically  Mr.  Kincaid  is  a  Repub- 
lican, having  supported  that  parly  since  he 
cast  his  first  presidential  ballot  He  is  a 
worthy  representative  of  an  honored  pioneer 
family  and  therefore  is  entitled  to  mention  in 
this  volume.  Moreover,  his  personal  charac- 
teristics have  commended  him  to  the  good  will 
and  trust  of  those  with  whom  he  has  been  asso- 
ciated. He  is  unassuming  in  manner,  yet  alert 
and  enterprising  in  his  business  affairs  and 
keeping  in  touch  with  modern  progress  and 
along  all  lines  that  indicate  the  world's  ad- 
vancement. Having  spent  his  entire  life  in 
Jlenard  county,  he  is  well  known  to  many  of 
its  citizens  and  the  circle  of  his  friends  is 
exiensive. 


JAMKS  D.  WHITLKV.  M.  D.,  F.  R.  M.  S. 

Dr.  James  I).  Whitley,  general  medical 
practitioner  and  author,  whose  writings  arc  of 
acknowiedjicd  value  to  the  profession  and  whose 
labors  as  physician  and  surgeon  have  been  so 
successful  as  to  rank  him  ivitli  the  ablest  repi-e- 
sentatives  of  the  profession  in  Petersburg  and 
central  Illinois,  was  born  in  Ilalifa.v,  York- 
shire, England,  on  the  2Sth  of  February,  1844. 
His  father,  EH  Whitley,  also  a  native  of  Hali- 
fax, eame  to  America  in  184(1  and  established 
his  home  in  New  York  city.  He  was  a  pattern- 
maker by  trade  and  for  many  years  was  con- 
nected, in  that  cajiacity.  with  the  Novelty  Iron 
Works  of  New  York.     His  wife  died  during  the 


great  cholera  epidemic  in  this  country,  in  1849. 
In  the  family  were  three  children. 

Dr.  Whitley  started  out  in  life  on  hia  owii 
account  when  only  twelve  years  of  age,  without 
money  or  influential  friends,  and  that  his 
career  has  been  characterized  by  steady  pro- 
gression and  success  is  due  to  the  exercise  of  his 
native  ability,  his  unremitting  diligence  and 
laudable  ambition,  which  has  prompted  him 
to  find  in  each  transition  stage  of  his  carwr 
opportunity  for  further  advancement,  in  his 
youth  he  was  employed  at  farm  labor  in  Logan 
county.  Illinois,  but  desiring  to  enter  profes- 
sional life,  he  commenced  the  study  of  medicinp 
in  18G1  under  Dr.  Samuel  Sai-goant,  a  practic- 
ing physician  of  Lincoln.  Illinois.  The  follow- 
ing year,  however,  his  studies  were  interrii|i(cd 
by  his  enlistment  in  the  Union  army.  He 
joined  the  One  Hundred  and  Sixth  Illinois 
Regiment,  Colonel  R.  B.  I-atham  command  iiij;, 
on  the  12th  of  August,  18G2.  He  was  mus- 
tered in  at  Lincoln,  Illinois,  as  a  drummer  boy. 
being  then  but  eighteen  years  of  age.  and  went 
first  to  Kentucky.  He  served  in  Missouri  and 
Tennessee  and  was  also  at  Little  Rock,  Arkan- 
sas. A  considerable  portion  of  the  time  was 
given  to  guarding  railroads.  He  was  present 
at  the  fall  of  Vicksburg  and  saw  varied  service 
during  the  three  years  of  his  military  experi- 
ence. When  the  regiment  steward,  a  few- 
months  after  his  enlistment,  was  taken  ill.  Dr. 
Whitley  was  appointed  to  that  position  and  later 
was  placed  on  detached  service  in  the  general 
hospital  at  Pine  Bluff,  Arkansas,  in  the  capa- 
city of  chief  clerk.  Subsequently  he  was  given 
charge  of  the  dtsiK-nsary  and  was  finally  made 
acting  assistant  surgeon,  in  charge  of  the  guard 
house  and  detached  forces,  ao  serving  until 
August.  ISfi'i,  when  the  war  having  ended  he 
was  honorably  discharged. 

Dr.  Whitley's  hospital  service,  while  with  the 
army,  proved  an  excellent  training  school  for 
his  professional  career,  bringing  to  him  much 
valuable,  practical  experience.  Upon  his  r*^ 
turn  home  he  resumed  the  study  of  medicine 
and  in  the  winter  of  18G.J-6  he  pursued  a  course 
of  lectures  in  Rush  Medical  College.  Later  he 
came  to  Petersliurg,  Menard  county,  where  he 
opened  an  office,  but  soon  removed  to  Robin- 
son's Mills,  where  he  was  appointed  postmaster. 
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Sul)f!e<|iiciitly  lie  establijilied  his  lioiiie  at  Oak- 
fonl,  building  the  first  residenfc  there  in  1872. 
lie  named  the  town  in  honor  of  William  Oak- 
ford,  of  the  Oak  ford- Fa  linstock  Company, 
wholesale  grocers  of  Peoria,  Illinois.  He  met 
with  fair  sueeess  in  his  practice  in  the  little 
village  which  he  established  and  in  iHt'.i  he 
n^tnrned  to  Rush  Medical  College,  where  he 
was  gradiiflted  in  February,  18'4.  Returning 
then  to  Oakford.  he  continued  in  practice  tliere 
until  July,  1879,  when  he  again  came  to  Peters- 
burg, where  he  has  since  remainwl,  and  in  the 
-broader  field  which  the  county  seat  affords, 
ho  has  so  directed  his  labors  that  they  have 
prnvet]  of  great  value  to  his  fellow  men,  while 
the  profession  acknowledges  his  alulity,  which 
is  baNcd  upon  thorough  and  conscientious  prep- 
aration and  nnfaltering  devotion  to  the  re- 
8[iousilile  duties  which  devolve  upon  the  phy- 

l)r.  Whitley  has  continually  added  to  his 
knowledge  by  study  and  investigation  and  also 
through  the  interchange  of  thougiit  and  experi- 
ence among  the  members  of  the  profession  who 
are  allied  with  various  medical  societies.  Since 
ISIS  tic  has  been  a  iiiendH>r  of  the  American 
Medical  .Vspociation  and  he  also  belongs  to  the 
Illinois  State  Medical  Society.  He  is  a  charter 
nieml>er  of  the  Brainard  District  ^^cdical  So- 
ciety, of  which  lie  was  the  ]iresident  in  ISfil ; 
belongs  to  the  American  Microscopical  Society 
and  is  a  fellow  of  the  Royal  Microscopical  So- 
i-iety  of  London.  He  is  likewise  a  member  of 
tlie  Illinois  Army  and  Xavy  Medical  Associa- 
tion, was  iK'nsion  examiner  and  has  liecn  health 
olficer  of  Peter.«hurg  since  ISH.^.  His  ^fedical 
writings  include:  Observations  During  an 
Epidemic  of  Cerebro-Spinal-Mcningitis  in  1S74 ; 
Report  of  Tricliinosis  with  Post  Mortem  and 
Microscopical  Appearance  of  Tissues  Effected 
with  the  Parasites,  and  Asiatic  Cliolera. 

Dr.  Whitley  has  Ix'cn  married  four  times. 
first  in  ]8fif;.  second  in  lS;:i.  third  in  1890, 
and  fourth  in  1904.  It  wns  on  the  8th  of 
Se])tember,  1904,  that  he  was  united  in  nuir- 
riage  to  Miss  Libbie  Rourkc.  a  native  of  Menard 
county  and  a  daughter  of  dilonel  Curuelius 
Roiirke,  who  was  one  of  the  pioui^ers  of  this 
county.     The    Doctor   has    two   sous:     -Tame.'', 


born    January   24,    ISill;   and    Langdon,    born 
June  18,  1896. 

Fraternally  Dr.  Whitley  is  a  Knight  Templar 
Mason,  belonging  to  St,  .Vldeniar  commandery 
at  Petersburg,  and  he  ia  also  i<]eut!fiod  with 
the  Odd  Follows  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
lodges,  in  both  of  which  lie  has  filled  all  the 
chairs,  and  he  is  now  surgeon  of  the  Fourth 
Regiment  of  the  uniform  rank  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias.  He  is  also  local  surgeon  for  the 
Chicago  &  Alton  Railroad,  examining  surgeon 
for  the  Travelers  Accident  Company  since  18S5 
and  e.\aminer  for  several  old  line  life  insurance 
companies.  For  several  years  he  was  post- 
master at  Oakford,  the  postofficc  at  Robinson's 
Mills  being  discontinued  after  the  town  of  Oak- 
ford was  started.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
board  of  education  at  Petersburg  for  fifteen 
consecutive  years.  He  is  one  of  ilenard  coun- 
ty's leading  and  ]irominent  citizens,  popular 
with  his  brethren  of  the  fraternities  to  which 
be  belongs  and  e.wrting  a  moving  and  bene- 
ficial influence  in  behalf  of  public  progress 
and  improvement,  as  well  as  along  professional 
lines.  It  is  with  extreme  pleasure  that  we  pre- 
sent this  sketch  of  his  career  to  the  readers  of 
this  volume  for  we  realize,  and  justly  too,  that 
it  is  unto  such  men  that  the  present  prosperity 
of  Menard  countv  is  due. 


Z.  A.  THOMPSON. 

Z.  A.  Thompson,  who  through  the  recogni- 
tion and  utilization  of  couuuercial  possibil- 
ities afforded  in  Petersburg,  has  advanced  from 
humble  surroundings  to  a  position  among  the 
prospcTOUs  business  men  of  tbe  city,  is  now 
a  member  of  the  firm  of  Thompson,  Roscn- 
dalil  &  Company,  proprietors  of  a  large  de- 
partment store.  Petersburg  is  bis  native  city, 
his  birth  having  here  occurred  December  27, 
ISiiS.  His  father,  Aaron  Thompson,  is  n?pre- 
scuted  on  another  ])age  in  this  volume. 

Having  obtained  his  early  education  in  the 
public  schools,  Mr.  Thompson  of  this  review 
continued  his  studies  in  the  Illinois  College  of 
■raeksonville,  where  he  nequired  bis  more 
s|Kiifically  liternry  education.  Soon  after  leav- 
iiif.'  that  instituliiui  he  entered  the  field  of  mer- 
cantile endeavor  and  in  188(1  he  became  n  mem- 
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bor  of  the  lirm  of  Thompson,  Itosfnelalil  &  Coin- 
pany,  proprietors  of  n  large  (iepartiiu'iit  store 
in  Petersiiurg.  The  building,  seventy  by  one 
huiKlred  feet,  is  two  stories  in  height  and  is 
sitnated  at  the  nortliwest  eorner  of  the  wqnarc. 
It  is  well  stocked  with  an  extunsive  and  care- 
fully selected  stock  of  general  goods,  earefiilly 
chosen  with  regard  to  the  varied  taste  of  the 
patrons,  and  the  finii,  by  rc'ason  of  their  hon- 
orable dealing,  their  unfailing  courtesy  and 
their  earnest  desire  to  please  their  eiistonier;;, 
have  B<'cured  a  large  and  growing  patronage. 

On  the  24th  of  Novemlwr,  l.SSC,  Mr.  Thomp- 
son was  married  to  Miss  Nettie  Watkins,  a 
daughter  of  Samuel  Watkins,  a  rejiresentative 
of  one  of  the  early  pioneer  families  of  Me- 
nard county.  The  children  of  this  marriage 
are  three  daughtei-s  and  a  son:  Lillian,  Sam- 
uel, JIarie  and  Irf>nise.  Mr.  Thom]ison,  hav- 
ing been  made  a  Mason  at  Chandlerville,  Illi- 
nois, in  16181,  has  advaoceil  to  the  Knight 
Templar  degree,  lioiding  nieniliership  in  St. 
Aldemar  comniandery.  He  is  nlso  c'onnected 
with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  fraternity  and  the 
Modern  Woodmen  camp,  and  has  hearty  sym- 
pathy with  their  principles  of  brotherhood, 
benevolence  and  mutual  lielpfiihu'ss.  Both  he 
and  his  wife  are  consistent  memlM'rs  of  the 
Christian  chiin'h,  contributing  generously  to 
its  support  and  taking  an  active  part  in  its 
work,  and  in  the  social  circles  of  the  eity  they 
are  prominent  and  widely  known. 


MIIS.  ItKRKCCA  PlNl.KY. 

Mrs.  Itebecea  Finley,  now  resiiling  ujion  a 
(arm  in  Petersburg  ])rccinet,  Menard  county, 
was  born  in  Scotland.  December  2'^.  ISI'J,  a 
daughter  of  James  and  Kebeeea  (I'lirdon) 
Park,  also  natives  of  the  land  of  the  beatlier. 
She  s]ient  her  early  girlhood  days  in  Scotland, 
where  she  resided  until  ]«(i3,  wlien  at  the  age 
of  twenty  years  she  became  a  resident  of  Peters- 
burg, Menard  ci>unly.  She  was  married  in 
Scotland  to  William  Fiidey  on  Tuesday.  .Tune 
2,  1863,  and  the  following  Saturday  they  sailed 
for  the  T'nited  States,  being  nine  wcekf^  u|)on 
the  water  and  a  week  longer  in  reaching  Spring- 
field.  Illinois. 


Mr.  Finley,  who  was  born  in  1S37,  was  a  life- 
long faniur,  carrying  on  agricultural  pursuits 
both  in  Scotland  and  in  this  country.  He  pur- 
chased a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-five 
acres  near  Petersburg,  ujmu  which  his  widow 
now  resides  and  which  hag  iiecome  recognize<I 
as  tiie  old  Finley  homestead.  Throughout  his 
remaining  days  he  carried  on  agricultural  pur- 
suits, placing  his  land  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation  and  making  its  fields  to  return  to 
him  good  harvests  aa  a  reward  for  his  care 
and  labor.  He  continued  to  reside  in  Jlenard 
county  until  his  death,  which  occurred  April 
14,  ]«99,  when  he  was  sixty-two  years  of  age. 
His  loss  was  deeply  felt  by  many  friends  as  well 
as  his  immediate  family,  for  in  his  life  he  had 
displayed  many  sterling  traits  of  character. 
Business  men  enjoyed  entering  into  trade 
transactions  with  him  because  he  was  straight- 
forward and  reliable.  He  could  be  counted 
upon  for  active  assistance  in  citizenship  when 
the  nnitter  for  consideration  was  one  which 
tvnded  to  promote  general  welfare  of  the  eoni- 
numity.  In  his  family  he  was  a  devoted 
husband  and  father  and  he  displayed  in  his 
life  many  of  the  sterling  charaeteristic-s  of  tli*- 
Scotch  [leojile. 

I'nto  Mr.  and  Jlrs.  Finley  were  born  six 
children,  namely;  Kebecea,  born  duly  4,  lSli4, 
died  November  30.  ISIio.  .lobn,  born  Septem- 
ber 12,  IWr,.  died  the  same  day.  Elizabeth  M-. 
born  Decendier  24,  IS(i7.  was  married  dannary 
•i\.  IHHS),  to  John  Park,  a  farmer  of  JI<-nard 
county,  anil  of  tiie  seven  children  Iiorn  to  ibeni 
four  are  still  living.  Annie  B.,  born  Feiirunry 
2-i.  18(ii).  was  married  January  20,  1S!*1.  lo 
It.  f!.  Williamson,  a  .-on  of  James  WillianisoL, 
who  was  liorn  in  Scotland  and  yet  resides  in 
that  country.  It.  0.  Williamson  now  carries 
on  the  home  farm  for  Mrs.  Fin?ey.  To  him 
and  liis  wife  were  )«irn  four  children:  Jamos. 
who  died  in  infancy;  Rebecca  Agnes,  who  was 
Imrn  Febrnary  (i,  18i)4.  and  is  now  the  only 
one  living:  Charles,  wiio  died  at  the  age  of  eight 
months;  and  Lillian,  who  died  in  infancy. 
James  P..  the  second  son  of  Mrs.  Finley,  was 
born  October  2'),  1871.  and  now  resides  near 
Tice.  Illinois.  He  was  married  March  20. 
IS!).-.,  lo  Flora  Bell  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren, A\'illiam  and  Cecil.  .\gnes  J.,  bom 
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Mardi  Uli,  1814,  was  married  JIarcli  7,  1894, 
to  HeDry  Faitli  and  died  October  22,  18i)(i. 
During  her  long  residence  in  Alenard  county, 
to  which  she  came  as  a  bride,  Mrs.  Kinlcy  has 
gained  the  good  will  and  esteem  of  many 
friends  and  well  deserves  representation  in  this 
volume  as  one  of  the  pioneer  j^ttlers. 


MARSHALL  J.  KING. 

For  over  half  a  century  tiiis  gentleman  was 
identified  with  the  interests  of  Jlenard  county 
and  was  accounted  one  of  It^  valueil  citizens. 
He  was  born  in  Virginia,  November  'ZH,  1815, 
and  was  of  Scotch,  Irish,  Dutch  and  English 
desci'Dt.  his  par«'nts  lieing  Daniel  and  T.iicy 
(Smith)  King.  In  1817.  when  only  Iwo  years 
old,  he  was  taken  by  them  to  Kentucky,  the 
family  home  Ix-ing  established  in  tlie  vicinity 
of  Maysville.  There  he  was  reared  u\inn  a 
fann  and  heeanie  a  teamster  and  also  worked 
on  the  river  to  some  extent.  In  184S  lie  came 
to  Illinois  with  his  parents,  who  dietl  in  thi.^^ 
etate  and  were  buried  in  Shipley  graveyard, 
Menard  county,  the  fatiier  jmssing  away  at  a 
very  advanced  age. 

Marshall  J.  King  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits  in  this  county.  After  residing  for 
twenty  years  in  Sandridgc,  he  located  near 
Oakford.  He  ]mrchas<.'d,  cleared  and  imjiroved 
three  different  farms,  alt  lioing  covered  willi 
a  dense  growth  of  timber  at  the  time  tliey  came 
into  his  iHffisession,  In  ifili-i  he  liought  the  old 
homestead,  on  which  his  j-ou  Frank  A,  now 
n-j'ides.  He  prospered  in  his  furmiiig  opera- 
tions and  at  the  time  of  his  deatli  owned  a 
valuable  farm  of  ivfo  hundred  acres  a  short 
distance  south  of  the  village  of  Oakford.  His 
life  was  characterized  by  untiring  energy  and 
[wrseverance  and  his  labors  proved  of  value  in 
reclaiming  this  part  of  the  state  for  the  pur- 
poses of  civilization.  In  1889  he  relinquished 
the  active  duties  of  farm  life  and  removed  to 
Petersburg,  jmrchasing  a  comfortable  home  on 
Xorth  First  street,  where  his  declining  days 
were  spent.  On  the  2!)th  of  December.  1836, 
Mr.  King  married  Rachel  Brown,  who  died  a 
few  years  later,  leaving  one  chil<!,  Mrs.  Jlinerva 
E.  Shipley,  who  died  Octolicr  i),  18!)0.    He  was 


again  nuirried  October  aT,  1844,  his  second 
union  being  with  Eliza  E.  Caldwell,  who  was 
a  representative  of  a  Pennsylvania  Dutch  fam- 
ily. Her  father,  Alexander  Caldwell,  came  to 
Menard  county,  Illinois,  and  located  near  Con- 
cord church,  where  he  and  his  wife  made  their 
home  until  death.  Both  were  earnest  and  con- 
sistent members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  and  he  was  a  Democrat  in  politics. 
Their  daughter  Mrs.  King  died  April  20,  1880, 
and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Oakford  cemetery.  She 
wa.s  tlie  mother  of  ten  children,  of  whom  four 
are  now  living,  namely:  Henry  D.,  of  Mere- 
dosia,  Jlorgan  county.  Illinois;,  Melissa,  wife 
of  .T.  D.  Lounsbcrry,  Taylor  M.  and  Frank  A., 
all  three  residents  of  Menard  county.  For  his 
third  wife  Mr.  King  wedded  Mary  A.  Bell,  the 
marriage  lieing  celebrated  December  6,  18S3, 
She  survives  him. 

Mr.  King  died  on  the  18th  of  October,  1899. 
anil  his  remains  were  interred  in  Oakford  cem- 
etery. He  was  a  progressive  and  successful 
farmer  and  u)iright  citizen,  being  held  in  high 
esteem  rn  the  community  where  he  had  so  long 
made  his  home. 


ALEXANDER  H.  STONE. 

Alexander  II.  Stone  is  the  owner  of  a  line 
farm  in  townshi])  li).  His  home  is  surrounded 
by  beautiful  maple  trees  and  fruit  trees  are 
also  seen  tiieri'.  Flowers  likewise  adorn  the 
lawn  and  there  are  many  evidences  of  comfoit 
and  prosiierity.  Mr.  Stone  was  boru  July  2H, 
1S:IH,  in  Menard  county,  his  parents  lM?ing 
Ambrose  L.  and  Catherine  (Walker)  Stone, 
in  whose  family  were  six  children;  lioone 
David  died  July  4,  ]8,'>4,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
three  years;  William  W.  is  now  living  in  Oreen- 
view;  Jane  E.  died  in  November,  1888;  James 
A.  died  July  G,  18(iS:  Mary  A.  is  living  in  Mis- 
s<uiri ;  and  Alexander  H.  is  the  other  member 
of  the  family. 

Alexander  H.  Stone  remained  with  his  par- 
( uts  in  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  and 
pursued  his  education  in  the  subscription  and 
])ublie  schools  of  Menard  county.  He  was 
taught  to  realize  the  value  of  indnstrj-  and 
honesty  in  the  active  affairs  of  life  and  these 
ijUiilities  have  been  numbered  among Jiia  stcr- 
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ling  characteristics  throughout  the  period  of 
his  manhood.  He  now  siicceissfulh-  carries  on 
general  agricultural  pursuits  and  is  tJic  owner 
of  an  escelleut  tract  of  land  of  two  hundred 
and  fifteen  acres.  When  he  took  possession 
thereof  it  was  all  open  iirairie.  hut  he  has 
plowed  and  planted  the  land,  developing  rich 
fields,  and  has  also  set  out  fruit  and  shade 
trees  until  at  the  present  time  his  home  is 
surrounded  hy  tall  and  stately  maples  and  fine 
fruit  trees.  There  are  also  ilower  beds  in  his 
yard  and  the  attractive  surroundings  of  the 
place  indicate  the  refined  and  cultured  tn?to 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stone, 

Mr.  Stone  remained  with  his  parents  until 
his  marriage,  which  was  ceiehrated  on  the  2'ii^ 
of  September,  1864,  Miss  Minerva  Kincaid  be- 
coming his  wife.  Her  father,  William  C  Kin- 
caid. was  horn  February  Ki,  IHl.t.  and  died 
December  24.  189.5.  His  wife,  who  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Berilla  \.  Hill,  was  born 
February  2,  1821,  and  died  July  5.  1899.  Tiicy 
removed  from  Kentucky  to  Illinois  in  18.i4, 
and  purchased  eighty  acres  of  improved  land 
at  twelve  dollars  per  acn'.  Mr.  Kincaid  also 
bought  twenty-five  acres  of  timber  land,  from 
which  he  afterward  cleared  the  tree«.  His 
liusincss  was  general  farming;  .ind  stock-raising 
and  lie  carrietl  on  agricultural  pui'suits  upon 
his  old  homestead  farm  until  the  1st  of  Novem- 
ber. 18S!),  when  he  and  his  wife  left  their  old 
home  and  went  to  live  with  their  daughter, 
Mrs.  Stone,  with  whom  they  n-mained  until 
caik'd  to  their  final  rest.  Both  were  memlM?rs 
of  the  Presbyterian  church  and  were  widely 
known  as  devoted  Ciiristian  jiMple.  Mr.  Kin- 
caid served  as  township  treasurer  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  and  gave  his  political  allegiance 
to  the  Republican  party.  Unto  him  and  his 
wife  were  bom  three  children,  of  whom  Mrs. 
Stone  in  the  eldest.  By  her  marriage  slu'  has 
become  the  mother  of  two  children,  a  son  and 
daughter:  Lee  C.  and  Hattie  H.  The  hitter  is 
at  home  with  her  parents.  The  former.  Imini 
Mareh.  33.  18G8,  was  married  February  15. 
]K9.">,  to  Alpha  Johnson  and  they  have  hvo 
chihiren,  Carroll  L..  born  Xnvember  1!1.  ]X<l.",; 
and  Alpha  >[.,  born  October  -^-1,  1001. 

.\ftcr  his  marriag<'  Air.  Stone  settled  u|ion 
his   present   farm,  in    1S(14,  and   has  since  re- 


sided there.  He  served  as  school  dirwtor  for 
fifteen  years,  the  cause  of  education  finding  in 
him  a  warm  friend.  He  votes  with  the  Re|>uif- 
lican  party  and,  like  every  true  American  citi- 
7A>n  should  do,  gives  his  earnest  Mipjwrt  to  the 
[Militica!  issues  which  he  advocates.  He  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  church 
and  their  many  ex<ellent  traits  of  character 
have  won  them  the  warm  regard  of  all  with 
whom  they  have  been  associated  in  both  busi- 
ness and  social  life. 


GEORGE  A.  WARING. 

George  Addison  Waring,  formerly  identified 
with  commercial  pursuits  in  Petersburg,  but 
for  a  number  of  years  a  representative  of  the 
agricultural  interests  of  Alenard  county,  lives 
upon  what  was  originally  the  Thompson  farm. 
two  and  a  half  miles  northwest  of  the  county 
seat.  He  is  a  native  son  of  Menard  county. 
born  on  the  12th  of  October,  l.S."jfi.  his  parents 
being  George  G.  and  Elizabeth  (Clark)  War- 
ing, who  are  represented  elsewhere  in  this  vol- 
George  .\.  Waring  attended  the  country 
schools  until  1874,  when  he  entered  the  State 
l^'niversity  of  Michigan,  at  .Ann  .\rbor,  and  in 
IS".")  he  attended  the  Springfield  Business 
College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  the  fol- 
lowing spring.  Returning  to  his  native  county- 
he  engaged  in  merchandising  on  his  own  ac- 
count at  Chandlervillc.  Illinois,  in  1876,  there 
remaining  until  1881,  when  he  removed  to 
Petersburg,  where  he  was  connected  with  mer- 
chandising until  he  took  up  his  abode  upon  the 
Thompson  farm.  Being  situated  about  two  and 
a  half  miles  from  Petersburg,  the  comforts 
and  conveniences  of  city  life  are  easily  obtain- 
able, while  those  of  the  farm  are  being  daily 
enjoyed.  Mr.  Waring  has  placed  the  land  un- 
der a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  is  pro- 
gressive as  well  as  practical  in  his  methods 
of  farminsr,  so  that  his  labor?  are  attended 
with  excellent  results.  The  farm  consists  of 
two  hundred  acres. 

On  the  33d  of  October,  1878.  Mr.  Waring 
married  Miss  Elizabeth  A.  Thompson,  a 
daughter  of   .\aron   and   Amanda   Thompson. 
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a  sketch  of  wlioni  ai)in'arw  on  iiiiotlier  pajie  of 
this  volume.  Her  early  education  was  ac- 
quired in  tiie  district  schools  and  later  she  at- 
tended the  Women's  College  at  Jacksonville, 
after  which  she  taught  the  Barclay  school  for 
six  years.  She  also  received  a  jrootl  musical 
education.  Po.'sessinjf  coiisidcralile  literary 
ability,  she  has  written  uiany  ahle  articles  for 
the  local  papers,  which  have  received  favorable 
comment  here  and  elsewhere.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Waring  have  an  adopted  daughter,  Bern  ice 
Marie,  who  was  horn  in  Cuniberlaml,  Gnomsey 
county.  Ohio,  Novenii)er  Lt.  1901. 

Politieally  Sfr.  Waring  has  always  heen  a 
Democrat,  hut  never  an  aspirant  for  office.  In 
December,  1876,  he  was  made  a  Mason  in 
(■hanillervillc  lodge.  Xo.  72i.  at  Chandler- 
vijle,  Illinois,  and  now  holds  membership  in 
Clinton  lodge.  \o.  1!).  A.  F.  &  A.  M..  of  Pe- 
tersburg, Illinois.  He  has  also  attained  the 
Knight  Templar  degree  of  tlie  York  rite.  Ix?- 
longing  to  St.  .\Ideniar  connuandery,  Xo.  47. 
of  Petersburg.  Illinois,  and  the  thirty-second 
degree  of  the  Scottish  rite.  lieJonging  to  tlie 
Peoria  eonsiston-  and  to  the  IMvstic  Shrine. 
At  present  he  is  serving  as  junior  warden  in 
the  commanden-  and  has  held  other  offices  in 
the  blue  lodge. 


GEORGE  W.  GItAHAM. 

.\fter  many  years'  active  connection  with 
agricultural  interests.  George  W.  Graham  is 
now  living  retinil  and  his  i-est  is  well  merited, 
for  he  worke<l  persistently  and  indcfatigably  in 
former  years,  thereby  gaining  the  competence 
that  now  enables  him  to  put  aside  further  busi- 
ness cares.  He  is  a  native  son  of  Irclanti,  bis 
birth  having  occurred  in  County  Westmeath 
on  the  2Sth  of  XovemlHT,  18:12.  His  jiarents. 
Mathew  and  Ann  (White)  Grnluun,  were  also 
natives  of  that  country,  of  Sciiteli  descent,  and 
on  emigrating  to  America  in  ll^'il  settled  in 
New  Jersey,  where  the  father  carried  on  fann- 
ing until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  lf!")5. 
when  he  was  sixty-five  years  of  age.  His  wife 
survived  him  for  about  fi*o  years,  passing  away 
in  1860. 

Mr,  Graham,  of  this  review,  ]>ursued  his 
studies  in  the  schools  of  bis  native  eountrv  and 


in  Xew  Jersey,  and  after  putting  aside  his 
test-books  he  began  farm  work  in  that  state. 
Believing,  however,  that  he  might  have  better 
business  opportunities  in  the  middle  west,  he 
came  to  Illinois  in  1856,  locating  in  Fancy 
Prairie,  Menard  county,  where  he  rented  a  tract 
of  land  and  continuwl  its  cultivation  for  about 
three  years.  On  tlie  expiration  of  that  period 
with  the  money  that  he  had  gained  through 
his  industry  and  economy  he  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  land  and  began  improving  it,  erecting 
thereon  a  good  house  and  other  buildings.  Be 
afterward  JHJught  eighty  acres  additional  and 
subse<|uently  secured  forty-three  acres  more  and 
now  owns  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  very 
fine  and  jiroductive  land,  his  farm  yielding  to 
liim  a  good  financial  return.  Year  by  year  be 
performed  the  work  of  plowing,  planting  and 
harvesting  as  one  of  the  energetic  and  success- 
ful agriculturists  of  his  community,  hut  in 
1889,  having  acquired  a  coinfortable  compe- 
tence, he  retired  from  the  work  of  the  fields  and 
removed  to  .\tliens.  when'  he  j)urchased  his 
jiresent  residence — a  fine  large  home.  It  is 
fitting  that  he  should  spentl  tlie  evening  of  bis 
life  here,  surrounded  liy  many  of  t!ie  comforts 
and  luxuries  that  go  to  make  life  worth  t!ie 
living. 

At  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Graham 
proved  bis  loyalty  to  his  adoptwl  country  by 
enlisting  in  IHG'i  as  a  mendwr  of  Captain 
Burna|)'s  company — Company  F,  of  the  First 
Illinois  Cavalry.  He  was  in  Missouri  and 
-Vrkansas  during  the  greater  part  of  the  time, 
jiarticipaled  in  one  engagement  in  the  latter 
state,  but  in  July,  18(12,  he  was  honorably  dis- 
tiharged  at  St.  Louis,  and  then  returned  to  his 

In  A|)ril.  1865.  Mr.  Graham  was  united  in 

marriage  to  Miss  Margaret  Susan  Young,  a 
daughter  of  William  P.  Young,  one  of  the  early 
and  bomired  jiioneer  settlers  of  this  county. 
Her  death  occurred  February  l.->.  1903,  and 
was  gi'eatly  deplored  by  many  friends,  who 
iwteemcd  her  for  her  excellent  qualities  of 
heart  and  mind.  She  held  membership  in  the 
North  Sangamon  Presbyterian  church,  of 
which  Mr.  Cirahani  is  also  a  member.  He  be- 
longs to  Pollock  Post.  No.  4.  G.  A.  R.,  and  has 
been   a   member  of  the  school   l>oard    and   also 
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school  trustui'.  His  co-operation  has  alwnyB 
beeo  fountpd  upon  to  promote  measures  for  the 
subetaiitial  upbuilding  and  improvoments  of 
the  community,  with  winch  he  has  now  been 
identified  for  almost  a  half  century  and  where 
he  has  so  directed  his  labors  as  to  win  success 
aui.1  also  gain  the  good  will  and  trust  of  his 
fellow  men. 


CORNELIUS  T.  BEEKMAN. 

Cornelius  T.  Beekman,  who  is  filling  the  posi- 
tion of  jiostniaster  of  Petersburg  for  the  second 
term,  was  born  in  Menard  county,  April  13, 
1854,  and  is  a  representative  of  one  of  its  old 
and  honored  pioneer  families.  His  ancestors 
in  the  paternal  line  resided  in  New  York,  his 
great-grandfather,  Sanmel  Beekman,  and  his 
grandfather,  Cornelius  T.  Beekman,  having 
both  been  natives  of  the  Empire  state.  William 
T.  Beekman,  the  father,  was  born  in  Somerville, 
Xew  Jersey,  February  23,  1815,  and  in  1837, 
when  about  twenty-two  years  of  age,  he  came  to 
Menard  county,  settling  in  Clary's  Grove  dis- 
trict That  was  the  period  of  early  devetop- 
ment,  when  the  county  was  just  emerging  from 
frontier  conditions  and  taking  on  the  improve- 
ments of  an  advanced  civilization,  lluch  yet 
remained  to  be  done  in  that  direction  and  Air. 
Beekman  bore  his  full  share  in  the  work  of 
public  imjirovcmcnt.  He  settled  upon  land 
which  he  secured  from  the  governmeut  and 
which  is  still  in  possession  of  the  family.  It 
was  then  wild  and  imeultivated,  but  he  at  once 
began  to  transform  it  into  tillable  fields  and  in 
due  course  of  time  garnered  rich  harvests  there. 
He  remained  ujwn  the  old  homestead  until 
1861,  when  he  became  interested  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  old  Petcrsliurg  &  Tonica  Hail- 
road,  now  a  part  of  the  Chicago  &  Alton  system. 
After  its  conijiletion  ho  was  made  lis  superin- 
tendent, which  position  he  fdled  for  fourteen 
years  and  was  thus  actively  associated  with  the 
era  of  early  railroad  building  and  openition 
in  Illinois.  He  also  beeamc  one  of  (he  owners 
of  the  Home  Woolen  Mills,  of  Jacksonville, 
which  were  destroyed  by  fire  in  1871.  and  he 
then  returned  to  the  old  honK^tead  and  do- 
voted  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits  un- 


til 189().  In  that  year  he  established  his  home 
in  Petersburg,  where  he  lived  in  honorable  re- 
tirement from  further  labor  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  August  14,  1899.  He  had  long 
figured  prominently  in  public  affairs  in  Menard 
county,  both  by  reason  of  his  activity  in  busi- 
ness and  also  because  of  his  influence  and  laltor 
in  political  circles.  He  twice  represented  his 
district  in  the  state  legislature  and  by  giving 
careful  consideration  to  each  question  which 
came  up  for  settlement  and  by  stalwart  support 
of  the  bills  in  which  he  believed,  he  left  the 
impress  of  his  individuality  for  good  upon  the 
legislation  enacted  during  those  si-ssions.  He 
was  indeed  a  public-spirited  man  and  in  iiis 
death  Menard  county  lost  one  of  its  valued 
and  worthy  citizens.  In  early  manhood  he 
married  Miss  Mary  C.  Spears,  who  was  born  in 
Clary's  Grove,  Menard  county,  and  the  records 
go  to  show  that  she  was  the  first  white  female 
child  born  in  the  county.  Jn  the  family  were 
ten  children,  five  sons  and  five  daughters. 

Cornelius  T,  Beekman,  tlie  si.tth  in  order  of 
birth,  was  educated  in  the  district  scliools  and 
in  Knox  College,  of  Galesburg,  Illinois,  and 
Shurtleff  College,  at  Alton,  Illinois.  He  spent 
two  years  in  the  foniier  institution.  Of  the  lat- 
ter his  father  was  a  trustee  for  many  yt^ars  and 
held  a  life  membership.  On  completing  his 
education  Mr.  Beekman  n^turned  to  the  old 
homesti.'ad  farm  and  devoted  a  number  of  years 
to  farm  work.  He  also  engaged  in  dealing  in 
stock  from  1879  until  1880,  after  which  he 
turned  his  attention  to  school  teaching,  fol- 
lowing that  profession  for  seven  years,  gain- 
ing a  creditable  reputation  as  a  successful  eilu- 
eator,  "whose  schools  were  noticeable  for  good 
discipline  and  satisfactory  mental  progress.  In 
1893  he  was  ajipointed  a  member  of  the  nrep- 
tion  committee  iu  the  Illinois  building  at  the 
World's  Columbian  Exposition  in  Chicago. 
where  he  s]»ent  the  summer.  He  afterward  en- 
gaged in  bookkeeping  in  the  agriculiura!  im- 
jjlenient  store  of  William  1..  Wilms,  and  in 
1897  he  was  ap]>ointcd  postmasler,  while  in 
1902  he  was  re-appointed  to  that  office  by 
President  Roosevelt.  He  is  therefore  serving 
for  his  second  term  and  the  citizens  of  Poters- 
Inirg  find  him  an  oidiging,  eourteou.'^  oflicial, 
prompt  and   faithful   in   the  discharge  of   his 
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duties  and  the  administration  of  the  affairs 
of  the  office. 

On  the  22d  of  April,  1880,  Mr.  Beekraan 
was  married  to  Miss  Lula  Kueeliler,  of  Spring-- 
field,  Illinois,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  C.  F.  Kuechler, 
a  native  of  Oemiany.  They  were  the  first 
couple  married  in  the  Ciimherland  Presliyteriau 
church  of  Petersburg,  Rev.  R.  D.  Miller,  the 
writer  of  this  history,  officiating.  Miss  Beck- 
man's  parents  were  also  tlie  first  couple  married 
in  the  old  Baptist  chureh,  which  stood  on  the 
southwest  corner  of  Adams  and  Seventh  streets, 
Dr.  Bailey  officiating.  The  children  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Beekman  are:  Carl  0.,  at  home;  Harry 
E.,  who  is  assistant  in  the  poatoffice;  Ferdinand 
K.,  Meta  Louise  ami  William  T.,  also  under 
the  parental  roof. 

Mr.  Bcekman  is  a  member  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias  fraternity.  His  interest  in  his 
native  county  is  nuinifest  by  his  active  co- 
operation in  many  movements  for  the  general 
good,  yet  he  is  content  to  do  his  duty  as  a 
private  citizen.  Many  who  have  long  known 
him  prize  his  friendship,  which  indicates  hia 
life  to  have  ever  heen  honorable  and  upright. 


HENRY  GLEASON. 
Henry  Gleason  is  one  of  Illinois'  native  !-ons, 
progressive  and  enterprising  and  manifesting 
in  his  business  career  the  elemeuts  that  lead 
to  success.  He  is  accounted  one  of  the  substan- 
tial farmers  of  township  19,  where  he  has  now 
lived  for  thirty-nine  years.  He  was  born  near 
Alton.  Illinois,  August  25.  1354.  and  is  a  son 
of  Patrick  and  Mary  (Smith)  Gleason.  The 
father,  who  was  born  in  County  Clare,  Ireland, 
in  1818,  died  January  1.  1!>03,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-four  years.  He  had  come  to  Amei'ica 
about  fifty-five  years  ago  and  carried  on  farm- 
ing in  New  York  and  lat  r  r  n  o  1  to  the 
west,  settling  first  upon  a  far  i  near  \!ton. 
Forty  years  ago  he  came  to  M  i  ard  eo  mty  and 
for  almost  three  decades  r  na  nel  ijon  what 
became  known  as  the  old  f  lea  on  I  o  i  ctead. 
He  then  removed  to  Lint  iln,  Illinois,  where 
he  continued  to  reside  until  his  demise.  His 
widow  still  occupies  the  home  there.  They 
were  married  February  17,  1848,  in  T.ansing- 


burg,  Xew  York,  Mr.  Gleason  being  then  twenty- 
six  j'ears  of  age,  while  his  wife  was  twenty-eight 
years  of  age.  Their  living  children  are: 
Thomas,  who  resides  in  Pekin,  Illinois;  Henry, 
of  this  review;  and  Mrs.  James  Coady,  of  Mid- 
dletown,  Illinois.  One  son,  Michael,  was  killed 
about  twelve  years  ago  in  an  accident  in  the 
old  Frorer  shaft  at  Lincoln  and  his  funeral 
was  held  May  3,  1893,  at  St.  Joseph's  church. 
Father  Slulgrew  officiating,  and  the  interment 
was  in  Holy  Cross  cemetery,  Mrs,  Bridget 
Ryan,  another  member  of  the  family,  died  Au- 
gust 30,  1903,  while  Miss  Mary  Gleason  died 
April  13,  1903. 

Henry  Gleason  was  brought  by  his  parents  to 
Menard  county  and  reared  upon  the  old  home 
farm  here.  He  is  indebted  to  the  public- 
school  system  of  the  state  for  the  educational 
privileges  which  he  enjoyed  and  which  fitted 
him  for  life's  practical  duties.  He  lived  with 
his  parents  until  twenty-two  years  of  age  and 
gained  intimate  knowledge  of  farm  work  dur- 
ing that  time.  He  then  began  farming  on  his 
own  account,  renting  a  tract  of  land  adjoining 
the  old  home  place.  Here  he  has  since  lived 
and  he  now  owns  ninety-seven  acres  of  land 
which  is  well  improved.  He  carries  on  general 
farming  and  stock-raising  and  he  has  a  fine 
home  which  he  erected.  In  the  rear  of  this 
stand  large  and  commodious  outbuildings  for 
the  shelter  of  grain  and  stock.  The  home  is 
surrounded  by  fine  siiade  trees  and  there  are  ' 
also  many  other  trees  which  he  has  planted. 
Everything  about  the  place  is  neat  and  at- 
tractive in  appearance  and  indicates  the  careful 
supervision  of  an  enterprising  owner. 

On  the  21st  of  December.  1876.  Mr.  Gleason 
was  married  to  Eliza  J.  Wark.  Her  father, 
Stephen  Wark,  was  born  in  Ireland,  July  12, 
1825,  and  was  fifteen  years  of  age  when  he 
came  to  the  United  States,  establishing  hia 
home  in  Indiana.  He  was  married  July  30, 
1H40,  to  Patsey  J.  Knowles  and  at  an  early 
day  they  came  to  Alenard  county,  where  Mr. 
Wark  entered  land  from  the  government,  secur- 
ing two  hundred  and  forty  acres,  which  be  im- 
jiroved  and  made  his  farm  up  to  the  time  of  hia 
death.  When  the  Civil  war  was  in  progress, 
however,  he  put  aside  all  business  and  personal 
considerations  in  order  to  aid  his  country  and 
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enlisted  for  tlireu  vvars"  Ht'ivici'  in  tlie  Union 
amiy.  At  tlie  vnd  of  that  tiitio  lie  was  lionor- 
ably  cliscliarj;e(l,  but  lie  rt'tunitfl  home  with  im- 
paired health  and  never  recovered  his  former 
strength.  He  was  active  in  supiiort  of  all  meas- 
ures for  the  general  good  and  for  three  yi'ars  he 
served  on  the  school  board  as  a  diivctor.  His 
political  allegiance  was  given  to  the  Democ- 
racy. His  death  occurred  February  9,  1872, 
and  liis  wife  passed  away  on  the  23d  of  March, 
188;!.  They  were  tlie  parents  of  the  following 
eliildren,  who  are  now  living :  Lucilla  E,,  who 
resides  upon  the  old  home  farm;  Joseph,  of 
Menard  county ;  Jesse  K.,  also  on  the  home 
farm;  Marion,  wlio  is  now  living  in  Barton 
county,  Missouri;  Mrs.  Gleason;  and  Mrs.  Em- 
ily 0.  Perry,  of  Oklahoma. 

The  home  of  J[r.  and  Mrs.  (ileason  has  been 
blessed  with  two  children :  Ida  E.,  who  was 
born  Scptemlter  19,  1ST7,  and  is  now  the  wife 
of  Michael  Dorgan :  and  Ro.sa  il.,  who  was  born 
June  IC,  18!I2.  Mr.  and  ifrs.  Gleason  have  a 
wide  acquaintance  in  Menard  county,  where 
they  have  so  long  resided,  and  their  many  ster- 
ling traits  of  character  have  made  them  popu- 
lar with  a  large  circle  of  friends. 


CYKUS  J.  McDOEL. 
Xot  many  years  after  the  landing  of  the  Pil- 
grims our  suhji'ct's  ancestors  were  obliged  to 
flee  from  England  on  account  of  political  trou- 
ble and  in  company  with  twenty  or  more  fam- 
ilies sought  an  asylum  with  tlie  people  of  the 
Massachusetts  colony,  settling  in  the  wilderness 
where  the  Indians  were  far  more  numerous 
than  the  white  men.  In  the  jiarty  were  four 
brothers  by  the  name  of  A'arnuni,  two  by  the 
name  of  Cobnrn.  two  by  the  name  of  East- 
man and  two  others  hy  the  name  of  McDoel. 
These  men  settled  in  Massachusetts,  reared 
large  families,  .and  from  them  descended  the 
large  line  of  the  people  of  those  names  who 
are  scattered  all  over  the  continent  from  Maine 
to  California.  Three  or  four  generations  of 
them  had  birn  reared  liefore  (lie  Kevolutionary 
war.  Our  siilijcct's  ancestors  took  an  active 
part  in  subduing  the  red  men  of  the  forest. 
Two  Varnums  were  killed  hy  the  Indians  while 
exploring  (he  Connecticut  river,  and  .ycxiindcr 


and  George  McDoel  were  killed  at  the  battle 
of  I'lattaiiurg  during  the  war  of  1812.  There 
were  both  Varnums  and  McDoels  in  the  battle 
of  Bunker  Hill,  and  Iwre  a  prominent  part 
in  tlie  engagement  which  led  to  Burgoync'e 
surrender  at  Saratoga.  The  Varnums  owned 
land  across  the  river  from  Lowell,  Massachu- 
setts, and  also  owned  the  fishery  at  the  fall:: 
of  the  Merrimack.  Back  in  the  eighteenth  cvn- 
tury  Holjert  McDoel  was  married  to  Mercy  A'ar- 
num,  thus  uniting  the  descendants  of  the  fam- 
ilies of  two  of  the  men  who  had  fled  to  Amer- 
ica together  four  generations  previously.  Rob- 
ert McDoel  was  born  in  ^lassachusetts  and  his 
wife  in  Sew  Hampshire.  Unto  this  couple  was 
born  a  son,  in  Novemi>er,  1798.  to  whom  they 
gave  the  name  of  A'arnum  McDoel.  He  was  a 
first  cousin  of  General  Stark,  of  Revolutioniiry 
fame.  In  1924  Vanium  McDoi'l  married  Eliz- 
abeth Jay,  at  Dryden,  Tomjjkins  county,  Xew 
York.  She  was  bom  near  Gnslien,  Orange 
county,  that  state,  in  1800.  and  was  a  daughier 
of  Captain  Joshua  Jay,  a  second  cousin  of  the 
diplomat  John  Jay,  who  signed  the  treaty  of 
peace  between  America  and  England.  Mrs. 
WcDoel  was  a  descendant  of  the  Hollanders 
who  settled  Xew  York. 

Cyrus  Jay  Mel>oeI,  of  this  review,  was  liom 
in  Ohemmig  county,  Xew  York,  April  10.  1J*2». 
and  is  a  son  of  Varnum  and  Elizabeth  (Jay) 
McDoel.  In  1856  he  removed  to  northwestern 
Missouri  and  settled  in  Xodaway  county,  but 
remained  there  only  two  years,  when  he  came 
to  Illinois  and  located  at  Atterberry,  Menard 
county.  On  the  )8th  of  March,  1859,  he  was 
joined  in  marriage  to  Caroline  Rolwrtson,  w!-o 
was  born  in  Sew  York.  April  23.  1823. 

Mr.  McDoel  is  a  man  of  keen  judgment, 
shrewd  business  foresight  and  industry  and 
he  has  acquired  a  comfortable  fortune,  own- 
ing a  large  farm  in  the  neighborhood  of  Atter- 
berry and  other  lands.  Several  years  ago  he 
purchased  a  fiue  residence  in  Petersburg  and 
retired  from  the  farm,  living  in  town  in  ease 
and  comfort.  By  his  ballot  he  supports  the 
men  and  measures  of  the  Democratic  [Mirty, 
and  in  religious  l>elicf  is  a  Methodist.  He  and 
his  wife  are  in  good  health  for  people  of  their 
age  and  enjoy  the  fruits  of  their  former  toil. 
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i  higher  in  the  comniunity  than 


GEORGE  H.  WINTERBAUER. 

George  H.  Winterl>auer,  classed  with  the 
practical  and  progressive  farmers  of  Fancy 
Prairie  tounsiiip,  was  born  in  Menard  county, 
Sovemher  i;i.  18(i4,  and  as  the  family  name 
indicates  is  of  German  lineage.  His  father, 
Adam  Wintcrliauer,  was  born  in  Germany,  De- 
eembor  11,  1832,  and  came  to  America  aliout 
fifty-four  years  ago,  landing  at  New  Orleans, 
where  ho  was  quarantined  for  a  time,  because 
of  a  cholera  epidemic.  Proceeding  northward 
to  St.  Louis,  he  soon  afterward  si'cnred  em- 
ployment in  Belleville,  Illinois,  at  the  black- 
smith's trade,  which  he  had  learned  in  the  fa- 
therland. Subsequently  he  removed  to  Spring- 
field and  tlienee  went  to  Petersburg,  llenard 
county.  He  also  worked  at  his  trade  In  Athens 
and  Grecnview  and  he  had  a  blacksmith  shop 
at  tiie  Four  Comers,  east  of  Athens.  Later 
he  purchased  twenty  acres  of  land  near  Fancy 
Prairie,  afterward  added  twenly-two  acres  and 
built  thereon  a  shop  and  house.  As  he  found 
opportunity  he  made  other  purchases,  securing 
at  times  dilferent  tracts  of  twenty-eight,  thirty, 
forty,  eighty  and  then  another  forty  acres, 
making  in  all  two  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
fine  farming  land,  a  part  of  which  was  wild 
prairie  when  it  came  into  his  possession,  but 
his  Iai>ors  transformed  it  into  productive  fields, 
which  bore  rich  harvo^ts.  He  gained  his  start 
by  working  at  the  forge,  but  as  his  financial 
resources  inereast'd  he  was  enabled  to  purchase 
more  land  and  he  gave  his  attention  more  and 
more  to  agricultural  pursuits  and  became  a 
prosperous  farmer. 

It  wag  after  his  arrival  in  Illinois  that  Mr. 
Winterlmuer  was  married,  the  lady  of  his  choice 
being  Miss  Mary  Cundiff,  who  was  born  in 
Montgomery  county,  Illinois,  August  24,  1839. 
Twelve  children  were  born  nnto  thcni.  of  whom 
eight  died  in  youth,  while  two  sons  and  two 
daughters  are  yet  living.  Susie  M.,  the  eldest, 
is  the  wife  of  George  W.  Duncan,  a  resident 
of  Freeport,  Kansas.  George  H.  is  the  second. 
Mary  C.  is  the  wife  of  Edgar  Mott,  formerly 


of  Freeport,  Kansas,  who  owns  three  rundred 
and  twenty  acres  of  land  in  tliat  state,  while 
in  Athens  he  has  a  liouse  and  lot,  and  he  makes 
his  home  in  Fancy  Prairie,  where  he  owns 
residence  property.  Philip  C.  married  Miss 
Catlierine  McMahon  and  is  living  in  ilenard 
county. 

To  the  publie-scliool  system  of  iiis  native 
county  George  II.  Winterbauer  is  indebted  for 
the  educational  privileges  which  he  enjoyed  in 
his  youth.  He  attended  school  in  the  winter 
months  and  in  the  summer  season  assisted  in 
llie  work  of  the  lioTne  farm.  When  twenty-throe 
years  of  age  he  was  married  and  began  farm- 
ing on  his  own  account  On  the  3d  of  April, 
1888,  he  wedded  Bridget  Coady,  a  daughter  of 
Peter  and  Catherine  (Turner)  Coady.  Her  fa- 
tlier  was  iiom  in  Ireland  and  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  j'ears  came  to  this  country,  landing 
at  New  York  city.  He  worked  in  New  Jersey 
for  a  time  and  then  came  to  Illinois.  After  be- 
ing employed  by  others  for  a  brief  period,  he 
began  farming  for  himself  on  land  which  he 
pureliased  in  Jlenard  county  and  he  bought  at 
different  times  until  he  had  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres,  all  in  one  body.  He  broke  and 
improved  the  greater  part  of  this  himself. 
There  are  two  houses  upon  that  farm  and  they 
are  occupied  by  two  of  his  sons,  while  Mr. 
Coady  and  his  wife  are  residing  in  Athens,  he 
living  a  retired  life  Thei  also  own  si\  other 
houses  in  Vthen-,  which  they  rent  and  Mr 
Coady  has  three  hundred  and  twent\  acres  of 
land  in  Kansas  on  which  one  of  his  sons  is  liv- 
ing. Unto  him  and  his  wife  were  born  fifteen 
children,  and  four  sons  and  four  daughtir--  are 
yet  living  James  who  nurned  \nnd  Gleason 
and  resides  m  I^gan  eount^  Mar\  Ann  th« 
wife  of  Alex  Gigoux,  of  Kansas;  Mrs.  Winter, 
baucr;  John,  who  married  Emma  BeJImay  and 
n'sides  in  Kansas;  Michael,  who  married  Mnry 
Murray  and  lives  on  the  old  homestead;  Anna, 
twin  sister  of  Michael  and  the  wife  of  Ben- 
jamin Wallsmith,  of  Menard  county;  Peter, 
who  married  Margaret  Gleason  and  is  living  on 
the  old  homestead;  and  Katie,  who  is  the  wife 
of  James  Coughlin,  of  Sangamon  county. 

Mr.  Winterbauer,  at  the  time  of  his  marriage, 
began  farming  on  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  land  and  for  many  years  there  carried  on 

Dig  izccl^y  V-H.H»S^[C 


334 


PAST  A>ID    PRESENT    OF    MENARD    COUNTY 


gfiiLTal  i'ariiiiiig  ami  stock-raising  with  good 
success.  He  now  lias  forty  aeros  of  land  iu 
his  liomo  platf,  and,  his  old  home  having  been 
destroyed  by  fire,  March  2,  18'J2,  be  has  built 
a  nice  modern  residence,  whicli  he  now  occupies. 
He  also  has  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land 
in  Kansas,  which  brings  to  him  a  good  rental. 
The  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wintcrijaucr  has 
been  blessed  with  seven  children:  John  P., 
bora  July  18,  18Hi);  Andrew  A.,  Ijorn  Decem- 
ber 11,  1891;  Maggie,  who  was  born  March  5 
l«i)4,  and  died  on  the  Iltli  of  the  same  monti 
George  H.,  bora  April  17,  1895;  Adam,  born 
September  IG,  1897;  Katie  P.,  iiorn  Fubniarj 
11,  1900;  and  William  L.,  born  August  5,  190 

In  his  fraternal  relations  Mr.  Winterlmuer  '^ 
a  Modern  Woodman,  belonging  to  Main  camp, 
Xo.  .')lt24,  of  wiiieh  he  Js  a  charter  member.  He 
votes  with  the  Democracy  and  gives  unfaltering 
support  to  its  principles.  At  this  writing,  in 
the  fall  of  1904,  iie  is  serving  as  clerk  of  the 
school  board.  He  is  a  worthy  citizen  of  his 
native  county.  In  his  business  he  is  reliable 
and  in  other  relations  of  life  manifests  many 
commendaljle  traits,  so  that  his  friendship  is 
valued,  and  in  the  regard  of  bis  fellow  men  he 
holds  an  enviable  position. 


OEORGE  R.  BLAIX. 


(icorge  R.  Blain,  interested  in  general  farm- 
ing and  successfully  conducting  his  business 
affairs,  was  born  on  the  old  family  homestead 
in  Menard  county,  February  8,  ISfil.  He  is  a 
son  of  William  and  Ann  (MeCrudden)  Blain, 
both  of  whom  are  natives  of  Ireland,  whence 
they  emigrated  to  Canada,  and  about  a  half 
century  ago  they  took  up  their  abode  in  Menard 
county,  where  they  spent  their  ri'inaining  days. 
In  their  family  were  four  children,  two  *on» 
and  two  daughters.  William  J.,  a  resident  of 
this  county;  Annie,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty  years;  George  R. ;  and  Matilda  J.,  the 
wife  of  Frank  Denton,  a  resident  of  Conway, 
Iowa.  Throughout  his  business  career  the  fa- 
ther carried  on  his  agricultural  pursuits  and 
was  classed  with  tlie  respected  and  substantial 
farmers  of  Jfenard  county,  enjoj-ing  the  warm 
friendship  and  high  regard  of  many.    He  died 


October  19,  190:i,  and  his  wife,  surviving  him 
almost  a  year,  passed  away  on  tlie  13tii  of  Octo- 
ber, 1903. 

L'nder  the  parental  roof  (jtorgt  H  Bldin  wjs 
reaied  and  his  boyhood  da)s  wtre  passed  in  the 
usual  manner  of  farmer  lad-  of  that  period 
He  attended  the  public  schools  during  tht  m 
sions  and  in  the  periods  of  vacation  lit  assi-tid 
in  tiie  work  of  the  farm,  thus  gaining  a  prai 
tical  knowledge  of  the  busiaess  which  lu  in- 
niade  his  life  work.  He  continued  to  as-ibt  hi- 
f  tl  r  til  after  he  had  attaimd  hia  majoritv 
a  I  lattr  they  were  associated  in  busini---  to- 
g  ther  until  the  father's  death.  He  still  residi-s 
ujo  t!  old  homestead  and  is  now  farming 
t  o  1  un  lre<l  and  twenty  acres  of  land.  His 
fields  are  well  tilled,  yielding  to  iiiui  rich  har- 
vests, and  he  is  also  engaged  in  the  raising  of 
cattle,  hogs  and  horses  for  the  market.  This 
branch  of  his  husiness  is  likewise  prolitaiile 
and  he  now  secures  a  good  financial  return  each 
year  for  his  untiring  and  well  managed  labors. 

On  the  JiOth  of  August.  190a.  Mr.  Blain  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Susie  Graiiam,  a 
daughter  of  Robert  and  Sarah  (Goodpasliin-i 
Graham,  both  of  whom  are  still  living  in  ile- 
nard  county.  The  father  was  born  in  Ireland 
in  Ity'^y  and  in  early  life  came  to  the  I'nited 
States.  In  Illinois  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Goodpasture,  whose  birth  occurred  in  this  stale 
in  1840.  For  a  long  period  he  engaged  in  ag- 
ricultural pursuits,  but  during  the  past  four 
yeai's  he  has  lived  retired  in  the  enjoyment  of 
his  former  toil.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Graham  ■ 
have  been  born  si.x  children,  but  three  of  the 
number  died  in  early  childhood,  and  the  others 
are  Lizzie,  now  the  wife  of  James  Burrus,  who 
is  living  near  Greenview,  Menard  county;  JIol- 
lie,  a  resident  of  Athens,  this  county;  and  Mrs, 
Blain,  who  by  her  marriage  has  become  the 
mother  of  one  daughter,  Erma,  born  on  the 
27th  of  July,  1903. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blain  are  members  of  the 
(-uml)erlaud  Presbyterian  church  and  are  in- 
ten'steil  in  its  work  and  in  the  moral  develop- 
ment of  the  community.  In  fact,  their  infiu- 
eniT  is  ever  on  the  side  of  right,  justice,  reform 
and  progri'ss.  In  his  political  views  Mr.  Blain 
is  a  Republican,  having  always  supported  the 
party  since  casting  his  first  presidential  bal- 
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lot,  but  he  never  st'cks  or  desirt^s  office,  pre- 
rerring  to  concentrate  his  energies  upon  his 
business  affairs,  which,  being  capabh'  con- 
ducted, are  now  bringing  to  him  desirable  pros- 
perity. 


JOHX  T.  BEEKJtA\. 

John  'J'.  Becknian,  now  deceased,  was  for 
many  years  a  respected  and  worthy  citizen  of 
Menard  county  and  was  also  an  honored  vet- 
eran of  t!ie  Civil  war.  He  possessed  many  ster- 
ling traits  of  character  that  gained  him  the 
iiood  will  and  confidence  of  those  with  whom 
lie  was  associated  and  his  memory  is  yet  held 
dear  by  those  who  knew  him. 

Mr.  Becknian  was  born  at  Clary's  Grove, 
.Menard  county,  on  the  2Sth  of  irarch,  184;i.  b 
son  of  William  T.  and  Mary  (Spears)  Beek- 
inan.  The  father  was  a  native  of  Xcw  Jersey 
and  was  of  German  descent,  while  the  Spears 
family  was  of  English  lineage  and  formerly 
lived  in  Virginia.  The  maternal  grandmother 
of  Mr.  Bwkman  was  in  her  niaideuhood  Eliza- 
lieth  Todd,  William  T.  Beekinan  removed 
from  New  Jersey  to  Illinois  in  l>i;!().  settling  at 
ClaryV  Grove,  where  he  purchased  land  and 
JM'gan  the  development  of  a  farm.  Later  he 
removed  to  Petersburg,  subsequently  again  en- 
gaged in  farming,  and  still  later  he  took  up  his 
tilKide  in  Petersliurg,  whore  he  continued  to  re- 
side for  forty  years. 

In  his  parents'  home  .John  T.  Beekman  spent 
the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth,  and  his 
preliminary  education,  acquired  in  the  public 
schools,  was  supplemented  by  study  in  Jack- 
sonville College.  He  was  but  nineteen  years 
of  ago  when,  prompted  by  a  spirit  of  patriot- 
i.sni,  he  offered  his  services  to  the  government 
in  defense  of  the  Union,  enlisting  in  the  One 
Hundred  and  Fourtoonth  Illinois  Infantry  as 
a  sergeant,  ffe  went  through  the  war  without 
a  wound,  although  he  participated  in  a  num- 
lier  of  important  engagements  and  was  often  in 
the  thickest  of  the  fight.  Ho  M-as  in  the  bat- 
tles of  Viekslyurg,  Wyatts,  Pocahontas.  Tui»elo, 
Oldtown  Creek,  Waterford,  Bine  Creek,  Xash- 
ville  and  the  siege  of  Mobile.  He  never  fal- 
tered  in    the   performance  of   any   dut;%   and 


when  hostilities  were  over  and  tiic  stars  and 
stripes  were  floating  triumphantly  over  what 
had  been  the  capital  of  the  Southern  Con- 
fed  eracv,  he  received  an  htmorable  discharge 
on  the  :Sd  of  August,  1H()5.  To  the  defenders 
of  the  Union  the  country  owes  a  debt  of  grati- 
tude which  can  never  be  paid,  and  the  name  of 
Mr.  Beekman  is  upon  the  roll  of  honored  dead 
who  made  en'ditalile  n^ords  as  soldiers  of  the 
Civil  war. 

The  war  over,  Mr,  Be<'kman  returned  to  his 
home.  He  was  marrii'<l  on  the  7th  of  February, 
18«r,  to  Miss  Sarah  C,  Colby,  a  daughter  of 
Jonathan  and  I.ydia  (Ingalls)  Colby.  She  was 
the  thiril  in  order  of  birth  in  their  fiiuiily  of 
six  children  :  William  Davis,  who  lives  in  Gen- 
eseo,  Henry  county,  Illinois;  Mary  F..  who  re- 
sides in  Petersburg  townsliip;  Mrs,  Beekman; 
Henry  Hcrrick.  who  resides  upon  a  farm  bor- 
dering HiK'k  creek;  Lvdia  Maria,  who  married 
H,  P.  Pucker  and  resides  in  Boston,  Massa- 
chusetts; and  George  Grovenor,  who  is  re- 
siding upon  the  old  home  farm.  Mrs.  Beek- 
man was  educated  in  the  country  schools,  in 
Petersburg  and  at  Indian  Point,  having  good 
educational  privileges.  By  her  marriage  she 
iiecanic  the  mother  of  four  children:  Lucy 
Maria  is  the  wife  of  Thomas  M.  Roliertson.  and 
they  reside  with  her  mother.  They  have  three 
children — Harris  M.,  eleven  years  of  age; 
Arthur  B.,  aged  eight  years;  and  John  T.,  who 
died  in  infancy.  Flora  Bell,  Mrs.  Bcekmans 
si'cond  daughter,  die<l  in  infancy.  Francis  In- 
galls also  died  in  infancy.  J.  Colby  Beekman 
married  Ivate  E.  Golden  and  resides  upon  a 
farm  north  of  his  mother's  home, 

i[r.  Beekman  was  a  charter  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  fraternity  and  maintained 
pleasant  relations  with  his  old  army  comrades 
through  his  membership  in  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Itcpublic,  iH'ing  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  [wst  at  Tailula.  His  political  views  were 
in  accord  with  the  principles  of  the  Republican 
party,  to  which  he  gave  an  unfaltering  si]{>port 
and  he  liclonged  to  the  Baptist  church,  of  which 
his  widow  is  also  a  memlier.  After  his  return 
from  the  war  he  continuously  followed  farm- 
ing until  his  death,  which  occurred  July  10. 
1888,  his  remains  being  interred  at  Rosehill 
cemetery.    He  had  ever  been  found  trustworthy 
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iu  his  business  transactions  and  his  farming 
interests  were  carriid  on  systematica II j'  and 
carefully,  so  that  he  Ijccame  the  possessor  of  a 
good  ami  well  improved  propertj-.  His  friends 
found  him  faithful,  his  county  knew  him  as  a 
loyal  citizen,  hut  his  hest  traits  were  reserved 
for  his  home  and  family,  and  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren found  in  him  a  devoted  husband  and 
father. 


W.  A.  MUDD,  M.  1). 


Dr.  W.  A.  Mudd.  whose  careful  and  con- 
scientious preparation  forihe  practice  of  medi- 
cine has  enaMcd  him  to  perform  moat  valu- 
able service  in  behalf  of  his  fellow  men  in 
the  line  of  his  profession,  is  now  practicing 
in  Athens.  He  was  born  near  Green sbnrg. 
Green  county,  Kentucky,  January  19, 1847,  and 
is  a  son  of  Dr.  Henry  L.  and  Arabella  Simpson 
(Cass)  Mudd,  who  were  also  natives  of  Ken- 
tucky, the  former  born  in  Lebanon,  February 
11,  1800,  and  the  latter  in  Winchester,  Clark 
county,  Kentucky,  on  the  rth  of  April,  1816. 
The  father  was  a  graduate  of  Transylvania 
University  of  Lexington,  Kentucky,  with  the 
class  of  1832,  and  was  a  classmate  of  Profes- 
sor L.  P.  Yandell,  Sr.  Following  the  comple- 
tion of  his  course  of  study  he  practiced  medi- 
cine in  Kentucky  for  many  years,  but  at  length 
retired  from  active  connection  with  his  pro- 
fession in  Louisville  in  1870,  His  death  oc- 
curred in  the  state  of  hia  nativity,  July  30, 
1880,  and  his  wife  passed  away  at  the  home 
of  her  son.  Dr.  Mudd,  in  Athens,  Illinois, 
March  4,  1889.  Dr.  Henry  Mudd  was  a  school- 
mate ami  cousin  of  Abraham  Lincoln  and  the 
strong  friendship  which  sprang  up  hetwecu 
them  in  their  boyhood  days  continued  through- 
out their  after  life.  During  the  period  of  the 
Civil  war  Pn'sident  Lincoln  offered  to  Dr. 
Mudd  anything  that  he  desired,  but  the  tat- 
ter's reply  was  that  all  he  wished  was  to  he 
h'ft  at  home  and  his  property  protected,  and 
this  was  done. 

Dr.  W.  A,  Mudd  acquired  his  early  education 
in  private  schools  in  Lebanon,  Kentucky,  after- 
ward attended  the  Fales  Seminary  of  that  city 
in  1862,  and  in  18fi2  and  1863  was  in  Geth- 


semane,  Kentucky,  where  he  was  located  at  the 
time  Bragg's  army  marched  through.  In 
18C5-6  he  was  at  St.  Mary's  and  he  afterward 
attended  the  high  school  at  Louisville,  Ken- 
tucky, and  the  Hollingsworth  &  Johnston  Com- 
mercial College,  pursuing  his  studies  there  in 
the  night  sessions.  During  the  daytime  he  at- 
ti'uded  lectures  in  the  university  at  Louisville 
and  was  graduated  in  medicine  on  the  1st  of 
March,  1*^70.  He  afterward  received  practi- 
cal training  in  the  City  Hospital,  having  l>een 
elected  interne  in  1809.  He  was  married  on 
the  21.>;t  of  September,  1870,  to  Miss  Jlary 
Virginia  Merrell,  a  native  of  Lexington,  Ken- 
tucky, and  she  passed  with  him  through  all  the 
vicissitudes  which  usually  attend  a  young  phy- 
sician. They  located  at  New  Haven,  Ken- 
tucky, where  he  was  engaged  in  practice  until 
August,  1872,  when  they  came  to  Illinois,  es- 
tablishing their  home  at  Buffalo  Hart,  Sanga- 
mon county. 

On  the  30th  of  March,  1875,  Dr.  Mudd  re- 
moved from  that  place  to  Woodstock,  Mcileury 
county,  where  he  resided  until  1877,  when  he 
went  to  Greenview,  Menard  county,  locating 
there  on  the  7th  of  November.  He  continued 
a  meml>er  of  the  medical  profession  of  that 
city  until  the  2d  of  April,  1883,  when  he  came 
to  Athens,  where  he  has  now  been  located  for 
twenty-one  years  and  throughout  this  period 
has  maintained  an  enviable  position  in  the 
foremost  ranks  of  the  representatives  of  the 
medical  fraternity  in  ilenard  county.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  County  Medical  Society,  the 
Brainard  District  Medical  Society,  the  State 
Medical  Society  and  the  American  iledieal 
Association  and  has  been  the  president  of  the 
second  named.  Through  the  interchange  of 
thought  and  experience  in  the  conventions  of 
these  organizations  he  has  added  largely  to 
his  knowledge  and  reading  and  investigation 
have  also  promoted  his  efficiency  so  that  he 
has  kept  in  touch  with  modern  thought  con- 
cerning medical  practice. 

In  1884  Dr.  Mudd  was  called  upon  to  mourn 
the  loss  of  his  first  wife,  who  died  on  the  13th 
of  August  that  year,  at  the  age  of  thirty-two, 
leaving  one  son,  William  W.,  who  wqs  bom 
in  Buffalo  Hart,  Illinois,  April  9,  1874.  On 
the  7th   of  May.  18»1,  Dr.   Mudd  was  again 
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married,  his  second  union  being  with  Mary 
A.  Daily,  of  Kentucky,  born  Xovt'iiiber  28, 
1866.  Their  children  are  Lawrence  A.,  who 
died  July  21,  1895,  at  the  age  of  eleven 
niontlis;  Carrie  V.,  who  was  born  Xoveiiil>er 
7,  1895.  and  died  February  19,  1896;  Zepba 
Eloise,  born  April  19,  1897;  Opha  Jo^e]>Jiino, 
born  June  29,  1900;  and  Henry  I,oo,  born 
June  6,  1903.  The  parents  are  menihera  of 
the  ehureh  of  the  Holy  Family  at  Athens. 
For  many  years  the  Doctor  labored  hard  to 
secure  a  Catholic  chureii  lit  this  place  and  con- 
tributed liberally  to  the  erection  of  the  houiie 
of  worship.  He  has  served  as  treasurer  and 
trustee  of  the  church  since  May,  1903,  In 
politics  ho  is  a  Democrat,  but  has  always  re- 
fused public  office,  though  he  consented  to 
serve  as  alderman  for  several  years.  While 
interested  in  public  affairs  and  co-operating  in 
so  far  as  possible  in  support  of  movements  for 
the  general  good.  Dr.  Mudd  finds  that  the 
greater  part  of  his  time  and  attention  is 
claimed  by  his  practice,  which  is  of  an  exten- 
sive and  important  character  and  his  work  in 
behalf  of  his  fellowmeu  has  made  his  services 
in  the  world  of  great  value. 


JOHN  E.  MUNDY. 


In  taking  u])  the  |)er3onal  history  of  John 
E.  Mundy  we  present  to  our  leaders  the  life 
record  of  a  prosperous,  intelligent  and  enter- 
prising farmer  of  township  19.  He  was  born 
in  New  Jersey,  July  13,  ISRl,  but  for  more  than 
a  half  century  has  resided  in  Illinois  and  is 
thoroughly  interested  in  the  middle  west,  its 
progress  and  improvement.  His  parents  were 
Isaac  and  Catherine  Itundy,  who  came  to  this 
state  aboiit  fifty-three  years  ago,  locating  in 
Tazewell  county,  where  the  father  carried  on 
general  farming  and  stock-raising  tliroiigli- 
out  his  remaining  days.  He  died  in  1866, 
respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  In  his  family 
were  eight  children:  E.  R.,  who  was  born 
July  12,  1836,  and  is  Jiving  in  Lincoln,  Illi- 
nois; Asenath  T.,  who  was  horn  November  8, 
1838,  and  died  in  1901 ;  Sarah  J.,  who  was 
born  June  28,  1840,  and  is  the  wife  of  R.  Hill, 
of  Oregon ;  James  W.,  who  was  born  November 


4,  1842,  and  is  a  resident  of  Lincoln,  Illinois; 
Martha  J.,  who  was  born  December  16,  1813, 
and  bwame  the  wife  of  Daniel  Compton,  but 
died  in  1899;  Jemima,  who  was  born  November 
18.  1846,  and  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  Maaton,  of 
Elkhart,  Illinois;  Mary  E.,  who  was  liorn 
April  4,  1848,  and  is  tlie  wife  of  Joseph  Worth, 
of  St.  Louis,  Missouri;  and  John  E.,  who  com- 
pletes the  family. 

During  his  infancy  John  E.  Mundy  was 
brought  to  Illinois  by  his  parents  and  at  the 
age  of  eigl\t  years  lie  went  to  live  with  hie 
eldest  sister,  with  wliom  ho  remained  for  about 
five  or  six  jcars  He  afterward  made  his  home 
with  Mr.  Lvman.  an  arrangement  ijeing  entered 
upon  wherehj  he  was  to  receive  three  months' 
schooling  and  his  board  and  clothing  in  eom- 
]>ensation  for  his  services  upon  the  farm.  He 
continued  with  Mr.  Lyman  for  about  five  years 
and  then  began  working  by  the  month  as  a 
farm  hand,  being  thus  employed  until  he  rented 
a  tract  of  land.  He  continued  to  o[>erate  a 
farm,  which  he  leased  until  about  five  years 
ago. 

In  1884  Mr.  Mundy  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Rebecca  F.  Walker,  a  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Saraii  (Mundy)  Walker.  Her  fa- 
ther was  born  in  Adair  county,  Keniueky,  No- 
vemlicr  7,  1818,  and  in  1830  became  a  resident 
of  Irish  Grove,  Menard  county,  wliere  he  re- 
sided continuously  until  his  death.  A  man 
of  sterling  honesty  and  upright  character,  he 
commanded  the  respect  of  all  with  whom  he 
came  in  contact.  In  his  boyhood  days  he  joined 
the  Presbyterian  church  in  Kentucky  and  re- 
mained a  consistent  memlier  throughout  the 
entire  {leriod  of  his  earthly  career,  exempli- 
fying in  his  life  the  nobler  virtues  which  are 
inculcated  by  Christianity.  In  his  home  there 
reigned  a  spirit  of  quiet  contentment  and  hos- 
pitality. He  was  faithful  in  the  performance  of 
all  his  duties,  whether  of  citizenship,  of  business 
life  or  in  the  home  circle.  In  early  manhood 
he  wwlded  Miss  Sarah  A.  Mundy,  who  waaliora 
-Viiguat  13,  1823.  The  wedding  ceremony  was 
performed  at  Middletown  by  Squire  Colby 
Knapp,  on  the  30th  of  April.  1846,  and  they 
traveled  life's  journey  happily  together  for 
about  fourteen  years,  when  on  the  24th  of 
April,   1860,  Mrs.   Walker  was   called   to  her 
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final  hoiiie.  Like  licr  liusliand,  sliu  had  sliared 
ill  tlie  hi^li  regard  of  niuiiy  friends  who  es- 
U'enied  her  highly  for  hiT  many  excellent  traits 
of  heart  and  mind.  Mr.  Walker,  long  snrviving 
U\i!  wife,  passed  away  at  hid  home  in  Irish 
Gi-ove,  August  6,  18))y,  at  Hie  ag(-  of  eighty 
years  and  nine  months,  and  the  funeral  serv- 
ices held  in  the  Presbyterian  ehiireh  at  Irish 
drove  were  eonducted  hy  Rev.  V.  E.  Kalli.  In 
sjiite  of  inclement  weather,  tiie  cluireh  was 
filletl  hy  a  large  nnnilier  of  relatives  and  friends, 
who  thus  testified  their  respect  to  the  deceased 
and  their  sympathy  for  the  bereaved  family. 
Thus  passed  away  one  of  the  honored  pioneer 
n'sident?;  of  the  county  and  imc  whose  memory 
will  long  be  enshrined  in  the  hearts  of  those 
who  knew  hini.  In  the  Walker  family  were  five 
danghters  and  one  siiii.  Slarietta,  horn  .\ugust 
■io.  184T,  is  now  the  wife  of  Dr.  S.  T.  Hurst, 
of  ttreenview,  Illinois.  Alice,  horn  April  20, 
1S4»,  is  now  the  wife  of  George  T.  Gihhs,  and 
n  sides  on  the  old  Walker  homestead.  Heljeccu 
v.,  horn  October  27.  1S-">1.  is  the  wife  of  our 
subject.  Henry  W.,  horn  Xoveinl>er  n,  ]H.">4, 
died  April  1!).  18.55.  Adda  H..  born  ^[areh  6, 
lS.j(!.  is  the  youngest  living  nieniber  of  the 
family.     One  child  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mundy  have  a  tine  farm  of 
eighty  aeri'S.  on  which  is  a  new  residence  which 
was  erected  only  two  years  ago.  It  is  surround- 
ed with  fine  shade  and  fruit  trees  and  the  home 
is  attraetive  in  appearance  and  gives  evidence 
of  tlie  careful  supervision  of  Jlr.  !Mundy.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church  at  Lincoln, 
and  his  wife  is  .a  consistent  meniher  of  t!ie 
Pn'sbyterian  church.  In  [jolitics  he  is  inde- 
|)endont,  voting  for  principle  rather  than  party. 
He  has  led  a  diligent  life,  characterixed  hy 
honorable  dealing,  and  he  well  merits  the  pros- 
perity that  he  is  now  enjoying. 


W.VLLACE  WASHINGTON  POSEY  HEED, 
llany  events  familiar  to  W.  W.  P.  Reed  lie- 
cause  of  his  long  residence  in  ilenard  county 
are  to  other  citizens  of  this  state  merely  ma^ 
ters  of  history.  He  has  witnti^st'd  the  greater 
l)art  of  the  deveIopnu>nt  and  uiihuihling  of 
this  locality,  for  he  cast  in  his  loi  liere  in  early 


pioneer  days.  He  was  born  in  DuB'ois  counts, 
Indiana.  Decenilier  20,  1823,  and  is  the  sl-coihI 
in  a  family  of  twelve  children,  born  unto  Isaai: 
and  Winnie  .Morgan  (Spears)  Km!.  His  pa- 
rents were  natives  of  Kentucky,  but  at  an  early 
period  in  the  developmont  o(  Indiana  hccaine 
residents  of  that  state. 

W.  W.  P.  Reed  was  reared  and  eilnoited  iu 
Indiana,  sjicnding  his  boyhood  days  there  amid 
the  environ nient-s  of  pioneer  life,  but  at  the 
age  of  twenty-three  years  he  came  to  !kleuard 
county,  thus  entering  upon  an  independent  Imsi- 
nesK  career.  He  received  no  pecuniary  as.-ii^t- 
ance,  hut  he  jiossessed  strong  courage  and  res- 
olute ])ur]iose  and  ii]>on  this  as  a  foundatiosi 
he  has  huilt  the  superstructure  of  his  success. 
He  first  began  working  for  E.  D.  Powers  ai.d 
afterward  he  returned  to  Indiana,  where  he 
was  employed  as  su|>erin{endcut  of  a  gang  of 
men  working  on  the  Evansville  &  Tenv  Haute 
Railmad.  There  he  continued  for  three  yonrs 
and  as  the  result  of  his  industry  and  wonoiny 
he  aecunuilatod  the  capital  that  enabled  him 
to  ])urchase  forty  acri's  of  land.  He  then  re- 
furneil  to  ^leuard  county  and  invested  his 
money  in  a  tract  which  |iroved  the  nucleus  of 
extensive  farming  interests. 

On  the  24th  of  .January,  IS.ifi,  Mr.  Heed  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Charlotte  Ijinter- 
man,  who  w-as  horn  May  17.  ISHfi,  and  nnto 
tliein  were  horn  four  children:  Winnie,  whose 
birth  occurre<l  December  Ifi,  Iftr.r,;  Charles  H.. 
horn  .Tune  ^.  IS.'.S;  A.  J.,  Ixirn  March  ."iO. 
ISliO:  and  Charlotte  T..  born  August  2.'i.  18B2. 
The  wife  and  mother  died  at  the  hirth  of  her 
youngest  eliild  and  on  the  lOfh  of  September. 
ISfiS.  Mr.  Reed  was  again  married,  his  second 
union  being  with  Mrs.  EliKnbeth  Wilcox,  who 
was  horn  August  Mi.  18^5.  and  is  a  daughter  of 
George  and  Jlary  Curry.  There  are  three  chil- 
dren by  this  marriage:  Eleanor  Frances,  horn 
July  m.  18(14:  George  C,  April  9,  1866:  and 
Wallace  M..  August  2.->.  ISr.-). 

At  the  time  of  his  first  marriage  Mr.  Reed 
was  engaged  in  geni'ral  farming  and  is  now 
the  owner  of  a  good  tract  of  land  well  im- 
proved, which  he  has  acquired  through  hi? 
own  labors.  He  worked  hard  and  persistently, 
however,  to  gain  this  and  he  certainly  deserve? 
much  credit  for  what  he  has  aceomplislied.  In 
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Indiana  his  father  lived  on  what  is  known  as 
the  Polk  patch,  once  the  home  of  Abraham 
Lincoln.  At  an  early  day  Mr.  Reed  drove  Mr. 
Linc-oln  three  different  timeK  from  Springfield 
to  Petersburg  to  hold  court.  He  hauled  lumber 
to  build  the  first  railroad  in  Springfield  and  in 
many  other  ways  has  been  identified  with  the 
early  beginning  of  central  Illinois,  its  devel- 
opment and  progress.  He  was  elected  and 
served  as  judge  of  the  Indian  Creek  precinct 
for  sixteen  years  and  his  father  was  one  of  the 
first  election  judges  of  Menard  connty.  Fra- 
ternally Mr.  Reud  is  a  member  of  Greenview 
lodge.  No.  653,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  He  has  passed 
the  eighty-first  milestone  on  life's  journey  and 
looking  back  over  the  past  be  recalls  vividly 
the  conditions  which  existed  in  Menard  county 
at  the  time  of  his  arrival  hero.  His  mind 
l>ears  the  picture  of  a  largely  unsettled  dis- 
trict, the  homes  being  widely  scattered,  for 
much  of  the  land  was  still  unimproved.  He 
bore  a  helpful  part  in  the  agricultural  devel- 
opment of  the  county  and  in  his  business  deal- 
ings was  found  reliable  and  trustworthy,  while 
in  all  life's  relations  he  gained  the  respect  of 
his  fellow  men  by  his  genuine  worth. 


CHARLES  F.  CASTERRURY. 
Charles  F.  Canterljury.  a  well  known  and 
worthy  representative  of  agricidtural  interests 
in  Menard  county,  was  horn  within  the  borders 
of  this  county,  August  6,  1858,  and  is  a  son  of 
Carlisle  H.  and  Emily  (Morgan)  Canterburj-. 
His  paternal  grandfather,  Asa  Canterbury,  was 
Itorn  in  England,  March  7,  178K,  and  lost  his 
father  in  early  boyhood.  His  mother  afterward 
removed  to  Bath  county,  Kentucky,  where  he 
was  reared  and  there  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Peggy  Hornback,  who  was  born  February  6, 
1T91,  and  resided  in  Fleming  county.  Ken- 
tucky, on  the  opposite  side  of  Licking  river 
from  Bath  county.  Aa  there  was  parental  op- 
position to  their  marriage,  tlie  young  couple 
made  their  way  to  Aberdeen.  Ohio,  and  there 
their  wedding  was  celebrated.  As  no  license 
was  required  in  Ohio  at  that  time,  a  marriage 
could  be  solemnized  on  short  notice  and  many 
runaway  couples  there  secured  the  consumma- 


tion of  their  hopes.  Returning  to  Bath  county, 
there  were  four  childrcu  born  to  them  during 
their  residence  there  and  subsequently  they 
established  their  home  on  the  Fleming  county 
side  of  the  Licking  river,  where  three  children 
were  born  unto  them.  In  the  fall  of  182C  they 
removed  to  Sangamon  county,  Illinois,  becom- 
ing pioneer  residents  of  the  state. 

Carlisle  li.  Canterbury,  the  father  of  Charles 
F.  Canterbury,  was  born  December  5,  1814,  in 
Bath  county,  Kentucky,  and  at  the  age  of 
twelve  years  was  brought  by  his  parents  to  this 
state.  After  reaching  adult  ago  he  was  mar- 
ried on  the  11th  of  August,  1836,  to  Miss  Emily 
ilorgan,  who  was  born  in  Sangamon  county. 
They  had  thirteen  children,  four  of  whom  died 
when  less  than  six  years  of  age.  Of  the  other 
nine,  Asa  married  Margaret  England,  who  lives 
in  Ford  county,  Illinois;  Sarah  married  Wil- 
liam Fu(]uay  and  also  resides  in  Ford  county; 
William  M.,  who  enlisted  in  August,  1861,  for 
three  years'  service  in  \\\%  Union  Army  as  a 
member  of  Company  F,  Twenty-eighth  In- 
fantry, was  taken  ill  soon  after  he  left  Camp 
Butler  and  died  at  Camp  Holt,  Kentucky,  No- 
vember 7,  1861:  Rutb  A.  is  the  wife  of  William 
II.  H.  Holland:  Oliver  P.  resides  in  Sangamon 
county;  Charles  F.  is  the  next  younger;  New- 
ton C.  resides  near  Petersburg:  Lincoln  (i.  re- 
sides in  Buffalo.  Wyoming;  and  I^aura 
E.  is  the  wife  of  John  Evans,  a  resident  of 
A'ictor,  Colorado. 

Charles  F.  Canterbury  in  indebted  to  the 
district-school  system  of  Menard  county  for 
the  early  wlucational  privileges  which  he  en- 
joyed. Subsequently  ho  attended  the  Spring- 
field Business  College,  and  after  bis  return  to 
the  home  farm  he  assisted  his  father  in  its  cul- 
tivation until  twenty-one  years  of  age,  when  he 
assumed  the  entire  management.  He  then  con- 
tinued the  work  of  general  farming  iipon  the 
old  home  place  until  ]8!)y.  when  he  went  to 
Los  Angeles,  California.  He  aflerward  .spent 
one  year  in  Buffalo,  Wyoming,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  the  shet'p  bu.^ines.-.  He  purchased 
a  flock  of  thn>e  thousand  head  of  sheep  and  on 
selling  out  after  two  years  he  had  over  four 
thousand  head.  In  the  first  year  he  had  also 
sold  fourteen  hundred  head  and  in  the  second 
year  five  hundred  and  fourteen,  clairing  from 


Digrized  by 


Google 


344 


PAST  AND    PRESENT    OF    MENARD    COUXTY 


these  sales  in  the  two  vearK  a  sum  of  six  thou- 
sand, four  hundred  «nd  seventy-nine  dollars 
and  fifty-six  cents.  After  disposing  of  his 
sheep  Mr.  Citnterhury  returned  to  Athens  and 
is  now  conducting  his  farm,  which  is  pleasantly 
located  two  and  a  half  miles  southeast  of  the 
town.  It  comprises  two  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  very  rich  and  |>rocluctivc  land,  consti- 
tuting one  of  the  best  improved  farms  in  the 
county.  Everything  about  the  place  is  neat 
and  thrifty  in  appearance  and  indicates  the 
careful  supervision  of  a  pi'actical  and  progress- 
ive owner.  Ho  also  owns  a  valuable  residence 
property  in  Buffalo,  Wyoming. 

On  the  18th  of  December,  1884,  Mr.  Canter- 
bury was  married  to  Miss  Anna  Prinini,  a 
daughter  of  Carlin  and  Maria  (Hurt)  Primm. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Canterbury  ha\'c  I>eeonie  the  (>ar- 
eiits  of  six  children:  Maud,  who  died  in  1887 
at  the  age  of  two  years;  Car!,  who  was  born  in 
December,  1887,  and  died  in  1888  at  the  age 
of  eight  months;  Lura  May,  born  DeeemlxT 
9.  1892,  and  is  at  home;  Ruth  Mildred,  who 
was  Iwrn  August  21,  1897;  Margaret,  who  wa^ 
l)orn  June  19,  1901;  and  Charles  P.,  horn  ilay 
8,  1904. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Canterbury  give  their  al- 
legiance to  every  movement  which  tends  to  pro- 
mote the  moral  development  of  their  com- 
nmnity.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Christian 
church,  while  his  wife  holds  membership  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church.  He  is  a  Repub- 
lican, has  served  as  a  member  of  the  school 
board  and  is  identified  witli  Social  lodge, 
No.  424,  K.  P.  In  his  business  career  he  has 
manifested  strong  purpose  and  laudable  ambi- 
tion and  careful  management,  and  hy  reason  of 
these  qualities  he  has  gradually  worked  his  way 
upward  to  a  position  of  affluence. 


LOUIS  PlEllSON. 

Louis  Pierson.  who  is  engugc^l  in  the  sale  of 
wines  and  liquors  in  Rreenview,  was  iKirn  in 
Sweden,  DecenilH'r  13,  18.'i4.  his  jiarcnts  lieing 
Peter  and  Sophia  Pierson.  The  father  is  still 
living  in  Sweden  and  nn  the  IDth  of  March, 
1004,   passed    the  eighty-fourth     milestone    on 


life's  journey.  Throughout  his  business  career 
he  has  been  engaged  in  the  construction  of 
thatch  roofs  in  the  summer  seasons  and  in  the 
winter  months  he  has  made  baslvets  for  holding 
grain  at  the  time  the  seed  is  being  sown.  He 
lost  his  wife  when  she  was  forty-eight  years  of 
age.  They  were  the  parents  of  four  chiMren, 
two  sous  and  two  daughters,  all  of  whom  are 
living  with  the  exception  of  the  elder  daugh- 
ter, who  died  at  the  age  of  five  years. 

Louis  Pierson  was  reared  in  his  native  coun- 
try and  attended  its  public  schools,  but  his 
educational  privileges  were  limited,  as  it  was 
necessary  that  he  provide  for  his  own  support 
from  an  early  age,  and  whatever  success  he  has 
achieved  through  his  business  career  has  come 
as  the  direct  result  of  his  labor  and  diligence, 
lie  was  thirty-two  years  of  age  when  he  came  to 
Menard  county,  arriving  on  the  17th  of  Marcn, 
1887.  Ho  began  working  for  Andrew  Caddie, 
hy  whom  he  was  craplo>'ed  for  four  raontiis  and 
thirteen  days,  after  which  he  enteretl  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Chicago  &  Alton  Railroad  Com- 
pany. Ho  began  work  at  the  coal  shaft  Decem- 
l)er  15,  1887,  and  continued  in  that  line  of 
business  until  May  5,  1896,  when  he  made  ar- 
rangement to  go  into  business  on  his  own  ac- 
count and  on  the  15th  of  June  opened  a  saloon 
in  Athens.  There  ho  remained  until  the  28th 
of  June,  1898,  when  he  came  to  Greenvicw. 
where  lie  has  since  conducted  a  saloon  with  con- 
stantly growing  anccess. 

On  the  12tli  of  Septemlier,  1899,  Mr,  Pier- 
son was  imited  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  W. 
Pierson,  a  daughter  of  David  and  Julia  (Lnn- 
detins)  Pierson,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Sweden,  the  former  liorn  December  31,  184S. 
and  the  latter  November  10,  1842.  Tliey  were 
married  in  Sweden  and  are  now  living  in  Me- 
nard coimty,  where  the  father  is  engagtil  in 
farming  and  stock-raising.  They  hold  mem- 
bership in  the  Swedish  Lutheran  church.  In 
their  family  are  five  children,  a  son  and  four 
daughters,  of  whom  only  two  arc  now  living: 
Mrs,  Louis  Pierson.  l>orn  March  25,  1875:  and 
Robert  fi..  born  January  31,  1879,  and  now  a 
rciiident  of  Menard  county.  Our  subject  and 
his  wife  have  three  children:  Earl  L.,  bom 
July  13,  1900:  Harold  T..  Iwm  February  18. 
1902 ;  and  Conrad  J.,  Imrn  February  l-'i,  1904. 
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All  have  liwii  l)iL[iiis:L'd  in  thu  SwlhIisIi  LiitliLTaii 
c-hurch. 

Mr.  Piorsoii  Liccaine  a  charter  memkr  of  the 
Kiii};hts  of  Pythias  lodge  at  Athens  on  the  (ith 
of  Ajiril,  1«!I3.  In  politics  he  la  iiide[>endent, 
voting  for  the  man  whom  he  thinks  best  tjuali- 
(icci  for  othce.  Since  coming  to  this  county  he 
has  steadily  progressed  in  his  hiisiness  career 
and  lie  has  manifested  the  diligence  and  per- 
severance so  characteristic  of  [wopie  of  his 
mitiomilitv. 


KT.IJAII  J.  ARMSTROXr.. 
Elijali  J.  Armstrong,  whose  valuable  pro(>- 
crty  of  sis  hundred  and  eighty-five  acres  is 
the  visible  evidence  of  liis  life  of  thrift,  labor 
nnd  enterprise,  whs  born  July  18,  1841,  in  Jas- 
])er  eonnty,  Missouri,  near  the  city  of  Carthage, 
his  parents  being  l{yal  and  Allie  (.Tones)  Arm- 
strnng.  The  father  was  of  Scotch-Irish  and  the 
mother  of  Welsh  lineage.  He  was  a  farmer  of 
Tennessee,  from  which  state  he  removed  to 
Kentucky,  and  in  1H3H  came  to  Menard  county, 
Illinois,  when  it  was  a  pioneer  district,  prior  to 
the  winter  of  the  deep  snow,  memorable  in  the 
history  of  this  state.  He  lived  first  near  Lit- 
tle (Jrove  and  afterward  near  Concord  church. 
In  April,  1840,  he  removed  to  Jas[H'r  county, 
Mis.=oi]ri,  where  he  [lurchased  a  farm,  becom- 
ing the  owner  of  a  large  tract  of  land.  Jjitcr 
lie  sold  that  proiierty  with  the  intention  of  re- 
turning to  Illinois,  but  iiecame  ill  and  di<Ht 
before  carrying  out  this  plan.  His  widow  re- 
lumed to  Menard  county  about  1847,  liringing 
witli  her  her  eight  children.  She  then  pur- 
chased a  small  farm,  now  owned  by  Henry 
Shirding  and  upon  this  place  she  reared  her 
family.  John,  the  eldest,  was  a  farmer,  but  in 
his  later  life  lived  retired  in  Council  Bluffs, 
Towa,  when'  his  death  occurred.  He  left  a 
widow  and  seven  chihlren.  Eliza  is  the  widow 
of  Isaac  M.  Watkins  and  lives  with  her  daugh- 
ter Mrs.  Joseph  Bailey.  Emeline  is  the  third 
of  the  family.  Bowling  (!.  died  in  childhood. 
N'ancy  Ann  became  the  wife  of  Henry  Ott  and 
tliey  removed  to  the  west.  RokTt  I-.  married 
a  Atiss  Jenkins,  who  died  in  Te.xas,  while  his 
death  iwnirred  near  Guthrie,  Okbilioma.    They 


had  si'ven  chihlren.  four  Un.-'  and  three  girls. 
Klijab  J,  was  the  seventh  of  the  family.  Mary 
J.  btrame  the  wife  of  .\els<m  li.  Watkins,  of 
San  Mareial,  New  Mexico,  a  miner  and  pros- 
jxct^r.  They  have  thre<'  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters. 

Klijah  J.  .\rnistrong  pursued  a  eonnuon- 
school  education  in  Menard  county  and  began 
his  business  life  by  working  on  a  farm  liy  the 
month,  receiving  from  fifteen  to  eighteen  dol- 
hirs  a  month  for  his  service.  It  was  his  ambi- 
tion to  become  a  landowner  and  he  first  piir- 
cha.sed  forty  acres  of  swamp  land,  imrrowing 
the  money  from  William  Watkins.  better  known 
as  "Fiddler  Bill  Watkins."  .Mr.  Armstrong 
then  began  farming  in  the  sjiring  of  IHfiti,  On 
the  20th  of  September  of  the  same  year  he  was 
marrii-d,  thus  gaining  a  companion  and  help- 
mate for  life's  journey.  He  wedded  Susannah 
Watkins.  a  danghter  of  Samuel  Watkins,  a 
re|)rest.'ntative  of  one  of  tlie  oldest,  best  known 
and  most  prominent  families  of  this  part  of 
the  state.  The  young  couple  began  their  do- 
nu-stic  life  upon  a  farm  and  here  they  con- 
tinued to  live,  laboring  earnestly  together,  and 
as  the  years  passel  they  prospered.  Their 
first  home  was  a  log  cabin,  with  a  stick  chim- 
ney daubed  with  clay,  and  clay  was  placed  in 
the  chinks  lietween  the  logs.  There  was  just 
oiu'  door  and  fonr  windows  and  the  house  wa> 
covered  with  claplmards.  Lalcr  Mr.  .Armstrong 
erected  another  house,  which  is  still  standing 
north  of  liis  present  ri'sidenee.  The  second 
dwelling  was  a  frame  sirueture,  si.xtcen  by 
eighteen  feet,  but  it  in  turn  was  replaced  bj  a 
more  commodious  and  modem  residence.  He 
has  also  made  other  substantial  improvements 
and  has  added  to  his  original  fami  from  time 
to  time  until  his  landed  possessions  now  aggre- 
gate six  hundred  and  eighty-five  acres.  This  is 
indicative  of  a  life  of  earnest  toil,  strong  pur- 
pose and  laudable  ambition.  In  former  years 
he  worked  early  and  late  and  in  due  course  of 
time  his  labors  were  rewarded.  He  has  raised 
grain  and  fed  cattle  and  the  products  of  bis 
farm  have  brought  to  him  a  good  income. 

Thito  Air.  and  Mrs.  Armstrong  were  bom 
nine  children:  Matilda,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  eighteen  months;  Samuel,  who  died  when 
about  twenty-one  years  of  age:  Mary,  who  died 
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in  infancy;  Byal,  who  iiiarnid  Martha  bkaggs, 
by  whom  he  has  five  childrtii  and  ie>  a  fanner, 
grain  biij'er  and  dealer  jd  imjilfinents  Imng 
in  Oakford;  Kitty,  who  ditd  at  the  age  of  fif- 
teen years;  John,  wJio  died  at  tin  age  of  twenty- 
two  years;  George,  who  is  a  farnior  residing 
on  the  old  home  place  and  who  married  Elsie 
Davis,  by  whom  he  has  a  tittle  daughter; 
Joseph,  who  resides  upon  his  father's  fami,  a 
half  mile  east  of  the  old  home,  and  wJio  mar- 
ried Maude  JIaltby,  by  whom  he  has  three  chil- 
dren; and  William  C,  who  married  Fannie 
Booker  and  lives  iipon  his  father's  farm,  a 
half  mile  east  of  the  homestead. 

Mr.  Armstrong  has  always  been  a  Demoerat, 
supporting  the  nun  and  measures  of  the  party, 
yet  never  seeking  or  desiring  office.  He  be- 
longs to  the  Cumberland  Presliyterian  church 
and  his  wife  was  also  a  member  of  that  church. 
Her  death  occurred  December  IS,  18!IH,  and 
her  remains  were  interred  in  Concord  ceme- 
tery. Many  friends  as  well  as  her  immediate 
family  mourn  her  loss.  Mr.  Armstrong  ha.«  a 
wide  acquaintance  in  Menard  county,  where  al- 
most his  entire  life  has  lM?en  passed  and  his. 
close  adherence  to  the  rules  which  govern  in- 
dustry and  strict  unswerving  integrity  have 
made  him  not  only  a  successful,  but  also  higiily 
respected  business  man. 


r.EORaE  C.  SPEARS. 
George  C.  S])ears,  who,  in  his  business  and 
official  life  has  ever  been  found  a  man  of  honor, 
worthy  the  trust  and  confidence  of  those  with 
whom  he  has  iieen  associated  and  who  is  now 
living  a  retired  life  in  Talluta,  was  born  in 
Green  county,  Kentucky,  April  18,  1823,  his 
parents  being  Jacob  and  Letitia  (Ewing) 
Si^ears.  The  paternal  grandfatlier,  Jacob 
Spears,  Sr..  was  Imrn  in  Virginia,  February  ~, 
1757.  His  son,  Jacob  Spears,  was  horn  in 
Lincoln  county,  Kentucky,  January  17,  1785, 
and  was  married  in  that  county  on  the  2(ilh 
of  December.  181(i.  to  Miss  Letitia  Ewing,  who 
was  bom  in  Frankfort  county.  Kentncky.  June 
i;t.  170!),  a  daughter  of  Baker  Ewing.  who 
ennducfed  the  first  land  office  at  Frankfort. 
Tn  the  yeiir  1844,  Jacob  S|)oara  removed  with 


his  family  to  Missouri,  purchasing  laud  in 
Lafayette  county,  where  he  carried  on  agricul- 
tural pursuits  for  a  numljer  of  years.  He 
then  retired  to  private  life  and  spent  a  part  of 
his  time  in  the  home  of  his  son  George  C.  and 
the  remainder  of  the  time  with  his  other  chil- 
dren in  Missouri.  Thus  he  lived  for  fifteen 
years,  but  died  at  tlie  home  of  his  son  George, 
January  4,  1865.  His  wife,  surviving  him 
about  ten  years,  died  in  Missouri,  April  26. 
1875.  He  was  a  Whig  in  his  political  views, 
but  never  held  nor  desired  public  office.  His 
wife  held  membership  in  the  Christian  church. 
In  tlieir  family  were  five  children,  all  of  whom 
reached  matiirc  \'ears,  but  only  two  are  now 
living,  the  sister  Ijeing  now  the  widow  of 
Augustus  Keller.  She  resides  wit!i  her  daugh- 
ters in  Kansas  City.  Missouri,  and  in  Higgins- 
ville,  Missouri. 

George  C,  Spears  began  his  education  in  a 
log  schoolhouse,  which  stood  in  the  midst  of 
the  forest  in  Green  county.  The  teacher  Ix;- 
iieved  in  the  old  adage,  "Spare  the  rod  and 
spoil  the  child,"  and  there  were  no  rules  against 
corporal  punishment  in  those  days,  Mr.  Spears 
receiving  his  full  share  of  such.  His  ednca- 
tional  privileges  were  somewhat  limited  for  in 
his  youth  he  largely  assisted  his  father  in  the 
operation  of  the  home  fann,  remaining  upon 
the  old  homestead  up  to  the  time  of  his  mar- 
riage, with  the  exception  of  the  period  which  he 
spent  in  the  army.  He  enlisted  in  Lafayette 
county,  Missouri.  June  ii.  1846,  as  a  member 
of  the  First  Missouri  Mounted  Volunteers 
under  Colonel  A.  W.  Doniphon,  one  of  the 
grandest  men  that  ever  crossed  the  plains.  He 
was  mustered  in  at  Fort  Leavenworth  and  with 
liis  command  traveled  across  the  plains  to  Santa 
Fe,  New  Mexico,  whence  the  troops  were  or- 
dered to  Chihuahua,  Mexico.  A  battle  oc- 
curred at  Sacramento  and  Mr.  Spears  after- 
ward went  with  his  regiment  to  join  General 
Taylor's  forces  at  Walnut  Springs.  He  was 
later  at  Satila  and  participated  in  the  battle 
of  Bucna  Vista,  after  which  the  regiment  was 
ordered  home,  proceeding  to  the  hanks  of  the 
Rio  Grande  river  and  thence  by  tjoat  to  N"ew 
Orleans,  where  Mr.  Spears  was  honorahlv  ilis- 
chnrgeil,  June  26.  1848,  arriving  home  on  the 
4th  of  July,  after  which  he  resumed  work  on 


Dig:izccl^y  V-H.H»yH." 


>,  Google 


GEOliCE  0.  SPEAKS. 


Digiiizodb,  Google 


SIHS.  (iEOHCiK  C.  Sl'KAIiS. 


Digiiizodb,  Google 


Digiiizodb,  Google 


PAST  AND    PRESENT    OF    MENARD    COUNTY 


351 


his  father's  farm.  He  is  now  one  of  the  five 
surviving  members  of  hie  company  which  went 
to  the  front  one  hundred  and  fourtoen  strong 
and  returned  with  ninety-two  members.  Four 
are  now  living  in  Missouri. 

Mr.  Spears  continued  to  assist  in  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  home  farm  up  to  the  time  of  his 
marriage,  which  occurred  December  20,  1849, 
in  Clary's  Grove,  Menard  county,  Illinois,  Miss 
Elizabeth  F.  Spears  becoming  his  wife.  She 
was  born  in  Menard  county  two  miles  northeast 
of  Tallula,  January  31,  ia34.  Her  father, 
George  Spears,  was  liom  in  Gnren  county,  Ken- 
tucky, March  19,  180o,  within  two  miles  of  the 
home  of  our  subject.  He  married  Maria 
Blenlcenship,  who  was  born  in  Rockingham 
county,  Virginia,  December  IS,  1803.  their 
marriage  being  celebrated  in  Green  county, 
Kentucky,  August  19,  1824.  They  emigrated 
to  Illinois  before  the  lands  were  on 
market  and  settled  upon  the  farm  where 
occurred  the  birth  of  Mrs.  Spears,  wife 
of  our  subject.  Her  father  was  a  very 
e.iitensive  landowner,  having  more  than 
twenty-one  hundred  acres  and  he  divided  fifteen 
hundred  acres  among  his  children.  Upon  the 
homestead  place  he  remained  until  his  death 
and  was  then  buried  there,  passing  away  August 
22,  18il2,  while  his  wife's  death  occurred  on 
the  2M  of  June,  1878.  Mary  Ncetev,  whoso 
sketch  is  given  on  another  page  of  this  volume. 
was  the  grandmother  of  Mrs.  George  C.  Spears, 
while  Mrs.  Sjwars'  mother  was  a  cousin  of  es- 
Vice  President  Stephenson.  Her  father  was  a 
Whig  in  his  political  views  and  was  a  mem- 
ber of  tlie  Baptist  church.  Mrs.  George  C. 
Spears  belonged  to  a  family  of  five  children. 
all  of  whom  reached  adult  age,  while  three  are 
yet  living,  her  brother  being  John  Q.  Spears. 
who  is  represented  elsewhere  in  this  work,  while 
ht>r  sister  is  Mrs.  William  T.  Beekman.  also 
mentioned  in  this   volume. 

Following  his  marriage  George  C,  Spears 
l)egan  farming  upon  the  land  given  him  by 
his  father-in-law— a  tract  of  three  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  in  Tallula  township.  He 
contimied  to  reside  there  for  son;c  years  and 
he  followed  farming  until  1S!)4,  placing  his 
farm  under  a  very  high  state  of  cultivation 
and   making     many     excellent    improvements 


thereon.  He  was  always  progressive  and  prac- 
tical in  his  methods  and  in  his  farming  opera- 
tions met  with  very  gratifying  success.  At 
length  when  se\'enty-two  years  of  age  he  de- 
termined to  put  aside  further  business  cares 
and,  retiring  to  private  life,  he  established  his 
home  in  Tallula,  where  he  now  resides.  He 
sold  his  first  property  after  improving  it.  He 
had  made  a  part  of  the  rails  used  in  fencing 
and  he  added  many  modern  equipments.  After 
disposing  of  the  property  he  bought  one  hun- 
dred acres  elsewhere  in  Tallula  township  and 
he  also  has  one  hundred  and  eighty-four  acres 
in  an  adjoining  township,  while  his  home  in 
Tallula  is  a  good  residence  property. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spears  have  been  born 
eight  children,  of  whom  six  are  living:  William 
B.,  l)orn  September  17,  1850,  married  Emma  N. 
Purkapilo,  and  they  reside  upon  a  farm  in 
Franklin  county,  Kansas.  They  have  two 
sons,  J.  Glen,  born  January  24,  1882,  and 
Richard  D.,  born  October  1,  1886.  Maria  L., 
bom  March  11,  1853,  is  the  wife  of  C.  W. 
Green,  of  Homewood,  Kansas,  and  they  have 
three  living  children,  John  Q..  Katie  Y.  and 
Beulah  AV.  Mary  A.,  born  June  15,  1857, 
died  May  27,  1839.  R.  Yates,  Ijorn  October 
30,  1859,  married  Mary  V,  Washburn,  of 
Marshall,  Missouri,  and  lives  upon  a  farm  in 
Tallula  township.  Henrietta  C,  born  Febru- 
ary 15,  1863,  is  the  wife  of  Charles  A.  Reding 
who  is  now  in  the  revenue  office  at  Pekin, 
Hlinois,  and  they  have  one  son,  Ralph  S.  John 
R.,  horn  February  17,  1865,  died  July  28. 1866. 
George  W.,  bom  May  1,  1869,  is  now  a  prac- 
ticing dentist  of  Petersburg  and  married  Flor- 
ence Wood.  Pauline  B..  I>orn  Octolrer  30, 1870, 
is  the  wife  of  Evens  J.  WatkJns,  a  farmer  re- 
siding in  Little  Grove.  Menard  county,  and 
they  have  one  son  Robert  B. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Spears  was  orig- 
inally a  Whig,  casting  his  first  presidential 
vote  for  Henr>-  Clay  and  since  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Republican  party  he  has  been  one 
of  its  stanch  champions.  He  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  fraternity  in  Petersburg 
about  1865  and  belongs  to  Clinton  lodge,  No. 
19.  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  also  to  the  Royal  Arch 
chapter.  For  niany  years  he  has  been  a  de- 
voted  and    faithful    member    of   the   Baptisti 
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fhurcli  and  is  now  siTving  as  otif  of  the  cliurcli 
tmstfcs.  He  if  a  hale,  licartv  oH  <renttoinau, 
notwithstanding  his  eighty-two  years,  ijossessos 
a  gpniHl.  jovial  nature  and  has  a  remarkably 
fini'  voice.  In  years  past  his  voice  was  most 
wonderfully  distinct  and  clear  and  he  could 
make  himself  heard  for  a  distance  of  a  quarter 
of  a  mile,  Mrh.  Spears,  too,  has  many  at- 
tractive (|ualities,  is  a  pleasing  and  eiitertain- 
inj,'  lady  of  sunny  disposition.  She  united 
with  the  Clary's  Urove  Baptist  church  when 
she  was  fifteen  years  old  and  has  remained  a 
faithful  and  earnest  worker  hoth  in  ehiireh  and 
Sabhath-sehooi,  lieing  a  teacher  for  the  past 
forty  years,  Tlicir  home  is  noted  for  its  gen- 
erous hospitality,  and  they  an'  held  in  highest 
estet'ni  by  a  host  of  warm  friends  throughout 
Menard  county. 


THOMAS  WILLIAMS. 

Thomas  Williams,  now  operating  a  good 
farm  of  two  hundreil  acres  in  Tallula  township, 
which  belongs  to  Mrs.  Sophia  Golder,  and  on 
which  he  has  now  lived  for  twenty-two  years, 
was  born  Oetolwr  30,  1H4(>.  in  Laurel  county. 
near  ].exiiigton,  Kentucky,  his  parents  heing 
Campbell  and  Mary  (Box)  Williams.  The 
father's  people  were  from  Tennessee,  while  tJie 
mother  was  a  representative  of  an  old  North 
Carolina  family  that  was  established  in  Laurel 
county,  Kentucky,  at  an  early  date.  Campbell 
Williams  also  reuioved  to  that  eonnty  in  early 
life  and  became  a  farnuT  there.  Tie  was  of 
English  lineage,  while  his  wife  was  of  (Jerinan 
descent,  and  for  a  long  period  they  remained 
residents  of  Laurel  county,  being  re|)ivsentative 
farming  pe{)ple  of  their  eommunity.  Their 
family  numbered  five  ehildreii.  of  wiiom 
Thomas  is  (be  eblest.  The  others  an".  Sarah, 
who  married  a  Mr.  Watts  and  resides  in  Laurel 
county,  Kentucky;  I-Hi^a.  the  deceased  wife  of 
Wallace  SassiT;  Elijah,  who  married  Cassie 
Jones  and  died  in  l^aund  county,  Kentucky, 
where  lus  widow  is  still  living;  ami  Annie,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  three  years. 

Thomas  Williams  ]nirsued  his  education  in 
fill'  district  schools  in  the  county  of  Ins  na- 
tivity   and    remained    a   resident  of   Kentucky 


until  tweuty-tlircc  years  of  age,  when  in  ICtiiD 
he  came  to  Illinois,  si'ttling  at  I'leasant  Plains, 
in  Sangamon  coimty.  There  he  s<?cure<l  em- 
ployment as  a  farm  hand,  working  for  Scott 
Carson  for  six  years.  Ho  was  then  married 
and  ijcgan  fanning  on  his  own  account  on  a 
tract  of  rented  land,  it  heing  the  George  B. 
Welsh  farm,  near  Tallula.  in  .Menard  conniy. 
This  was  in  about  1877  and  he  continued  to 
rent  for  a  nnnd>er  of  years  and  then  with  the 
ca|>itul  he  had  acquired  thn>ugh  his  inrlustry 
and  perseverance  he  imrcliased  one  hundred 
and  seven  acres  of  land,  which  he  afterward 
sold.  For  twenty-two  years  he  has  occupied  the 
farm  where  he  now  resides.  With  character- 
istic energy  he  iiegan  cultivating  the  fields  and 
now  harvests  good  crops  as  a  reward  for  the 
care  and  laI>or  which  he  liestows  upon  the  land. 
lie  also  raises  stock  and  has  been  quite  fucci-^s- 
ful  in  hoth  departments  of  his  farm  work. 

Jn  1H77  Mr.  Williams  was  married  to  Miss 
Jennie  Smith,  a  representative  of  an  old  Ohio 
family,  her  jieople  coming  to  lUinoi.s  about 
187(1.  Her  father  purchased  hind  in  Pleasant 
Plains,  Sangamon  county,  and  then'  she  re- 
maijied  U]>  to  the  time  of  her  marriage.  The 
home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williams  has  hii>n 
bles.-;ed  with  four  <'hi]dren:  Stella,  who  was 
educated  at  the  State  Xormal  school  and  is  now 
engaged  lit  teaching  at  the  Bone  sehot)l.  making 
her  home  with  her  parents;  Gracie,  who  was 
educated  in  the  Fnion  school  and  at  Pleasant 
Plains  and  is  now  a  successful  teacher,  having 
charge  of  Mongrel  school;  Thomas  H..  who 
died  June  2(1,  1304.  at  the  age  of  nineiecii 
years;  and  Onia.  who  is  now  a  student  in  school. 

Mr.  Williams  endorses  the  Itepuldiean  prin- 
ciples, but  was  snbsi'<piently  a  Democrat.  His 
study  of  the  questions  and  issues  of  the  <lny. 
however,  led  him  to  transfer  iiis  allegiance  and 
he  has  ever  been  fearless  in  his  convictions  and 
independent  in  his  jmlitical  views.  He  was 
reared  in  the  faith  of  the  Baptist  church  and 
his  wife  is  a  niembor  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal chiireli.  He  belongs  to  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  in  his  life  is  true  to 
its  teachings,  e.vemplifving  in  Ids  relation  with 
his  fellow  men  the  heneficent  spirit  of  the  craft. 
He  is  a  self-made  man  and  deserves  greai  credit 
for  wliat  he  has  achieve<l,  for  he  started  out  in 
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life  for  liirii:-t'lf  cmpty-handt'il  fliul  liiis  worked 
cnrufstiy,  ovfn-oniiiig  all  difficulties  and  ob- 
:^ttK-]f:-  ill  liis  jiath  liy  liis  unfaltering  detcr- 
tiiiiiuticm  ami  today  he  is  tlie  possei^sor  of  a  very 
■li'siraliJi'  farm  property. 


tJKOHfiE  T.  «1BBS. 

George  'J'.  Gibiis.  who  ffir  twenty-four  years 
baf  liit'n  a  meniher  of  the  school  board  in  his 
district  and  who  in  ii  stanch  champion  of  tlie 
ciiusc  of  education,  is,  classed  with  tiic  repre- 
I'litativc  citizens  nf  Menard  county,  where  he 
is  now  cngiiged  in  fieneral  farming  and  stock- 
raising.  He  has  made  his  home  in  Illinois 
from  iiis  early  lioyhood  days,  hut  was  liorn  near 
Baltimore.  Jlnry'land,  on  the  KdJi  of  April, 
1S49.  His  parents,  William  J.  and  Sarah 
(Cranier)  (iihhs.  were  natives  of  Maryland,  tlie 
former  Iwrn  in  ISOK  and  ihe  latter  in  1811. 
Tlie  father  was  a  \vea\er  by  trade  and  followed 
ihat  pursuit  thrnufrhout  liis  entire  life.  Bolh 
he  and  his  wife  were  devoted  members  of  the 
-Methodist  Episeojml  church,  uniting  therewith 
under  the  ministry  of  Bishop  John  H.  Vincent. 
Mr.  Gihbs  died  Decendicr  ;t.  18ft2,  and  his 
wife's  death  occurred  Vchruary  in,  18S4.  They 
Were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  two  sons 
and  five  daughters:  M'iliiam  H..  bom  Aiigu.*t 
1'^,  lH;t'i,  and  now  living  in  Jackson.  Missis- 
sijipi :  Mrs.  Isabella  Haines,  a  resident  of  Kan- 
sas; Mrs.  Susan  Myers,  who  resides  in  Oregon, 
Illinois:  Mrs.  Haeliel  Eldridgc,  who  died  in 
May.  1!)0(I;  Josephine,  who  died  in  Octoijer. 
liilKt:  Cmrge  T. :  and  Mrs.  Klin  Myers,  who  js 
now  living  in  Washington.  I>.  C. 

(ieorge  T.  fiihhs  spent  the  first  seven  years 
nf  his  life  in  the  state  nf  his  nativity  and  then 
accompanied  his  parent.*  on  their  renuival  to 
Illinois,  the  Journey  being  made  by  wagon,  afler 
tlie  primitive  jnanner  of  travel  of  that  time. 
They  were  seven  weeks  in  making  Ihe  trip,  but 
at  h'ngtii  reached  their  destination  —  Mount 
Morris.Illinois— on  the  1st  of  November.  IS.Ki. 
Mr.  (iihhs  entered  the  i)ulilie  schools  then'  and 
omtinued  his  studies  in  that  way  until  sevcn- 
tiTn  years  ()f  age.  after  which  he  spent  two 
vvars  in  the  Jtoek  River  Si'niinary,  at  Mount 
Morris.     He  afterward  worked  as  a  farm  liquid 


until  JST;i  and  <luring  the  two  succeeding  years 
he  devoted  his  attcntimi  to  teacliing  school. 

On  the  M  of  August.  IHTIi,  Mr.  (iihlis  was 
married  to  Miss  .Mice  (i.  Walker,  u  daughter  ni 
Joseph  M.  and  Sarah  (Mnndy)  Walker.  Her 
father  was  born  in  Adair  county,  Kentucky, 
November  7.  181H,  and  in  1H;S()  became  a  resi- 
dent of  Irish  (irove,  Menard  county,  where  he 
resided  until  his  death.  He  was  an  honest, 
honorable  man  and  in  his  boyhood  days,  in 
Kentucky,  he  joined  the  Presbyterian  ehureb, 
of  which  he  renniined  a  faithful  uiendK'r. 
Throngbout  his  entire  life  he  lived  at  peace 
with  his  fellow  men.  trying  to  do  right  iiy  all, 
and  his  sterling  worth  commanded  the  res))cct 
of  those  with  whom  he  was  associated,  either 
through  business  or  social  relations.  He  mar- 
ried Sarah  A.  Mundy,  who  was  Ixirn  August 
i:!.  lii'i'S,  the  wedding  being  celebrated  at  Stid- 
dletown.  April  ;10,  1840.  Her  death  occnrred 
April  24.  18(10.  and  Mr.  Walker  died  at  his 
honu'  in  Irish  (Jrove  on  the  (itii  of  .\ngnst. 
18!)!i,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty  years  and 
nine  numths.  His  was  one  of  the  largest 
funerals  ever  held  in  that  ciimnuinity,  the  Pri's- 
byferian  ehureh,  in  which  tlie  services  were 
conducted,  being  ta.\ed  to  its  utmost  capacity, 
notwithstanding  the  weather  was  unpropitious. 
Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walker  enjoyed  the  loie 
and  estwni  of  nil  who  knew  them  and  their 
menuiry  remained  as  a  blcss(.'d  benediction  to 
their  many  friends.  They  were  the  parents  of 
five  daughters  and  one  son:  Marietta,  who  was 
horn  August  2o,  1S4T.  and  is  the  wife  of  I)t. 
S.  T.  Hurst,  of  fireenview:  Alice,  born  April 
'Hi,  184!),  wife  of  our  subject;  itehocca  F..  Iioru 
October  27.  IX,'!,  the  wife  of  John  E.  51nnd>. 
a  resident  farmer  of  Menard  county:  Henry 
W.,  who  was  born  November  .t.  18.54,  ami  diid 
-Vprii  19.  1H.'..">:  Addie  B..  boni  March  (!.  IS.id; 
and  one  child  that  died  in  infancy. 

The  marriage  of  Jlr.  and  Mrs.  Oibl)s  has 
been  ble.s.sed  with  nine  daughters  and  one  siju : 
.Vddie  M.,  wife  of  Robert  Burns,  of  this  county : 
Grant  L..  at  home:  Ella  F..  who  is  the  wife  of 
James  Snyder,  a  resident  of  Middletown.  Mli- 
tiois:  Sadie  -A.,  Linnie.  Marietta  It..  Josie.  Car- 
rie ('.  and  Minnie  E.,  all  at  home:  and  oni'  that 
.lied   in  infancy. 

.\fter   his    marriage    Air.    (Jiilis    engaged    in 
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teaching  sciiool  for  two  years  and  then  began 
farming.  He  and  liis  family  are  living  in  the 
same  house  in  which  his  wife  was  bom.  lie 
carries  on  general  agricultural  pursuits  and 
stock-raising  and  carefully  conducts  his  busi- 
ness interests,  ao  that  both  branches  of 
his  business  are  proving  profitable.  He 
is  iotorestecl  in  public  aifairs  and  has 
advocated  many  progressive  measures.  He 
now  belongs  to  the  Court  of  Honor  and  the 
Modern  Woodmen  camp  and  both  lie  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  church 
and  are  deeply  interested  in  its  growth  and  the 
extension  of  its  influence.  Mr.  (libbs  has  served 
as  school  director  for  twenty-four  years,  filling 
that  [Kisition  at  the  present  time,  and  with  the 
exception  of  the  youngest  two,  his  children  are 
all  graduates  of  the  public  schools.  The  family 
is  one  highly  ros[>ected  in  the  county. 


WILLIAM  D.  KSOWLES. 

William  D.  Knowles,  numljored  among  the 
honored  pioneers  of  Menard  coimty,  was  for 
many  years  actively  engaged  in  farming  pur- 
suits, but  is  now  living  retired.  He  lias  passed 
the  eighty-third  mile-stone  on  life's  journey 
and  his  has  been  a  useful  and  honorable  ca- 
reer. He  has  never  sought  to  become  promi- 
nent in  puhlie  life,  but  as  a  business  man  and 
citizen  has  always  been  worthy  of  the  respect 
of  those  with  whom  he  has  been  associated 
and  his  life  record  may  therefore  be  well  taken 
as  an  example. 

Mr.  Knowles  was  born  in  Gibson  county, 
Indiana,  October  2.3,  1821,  hi.s  purcnU  being 
Elijah  and  Margaret  (Woods)  Knowles.  The 
father,  who  was  born  in  Georgia,  was  of  Eng- 
lish lineage,  while  the  mother,  whose  birth 
occurred  in  Terine.^^scc,  was  of  German  descent. 
They  were  married  in  Gilison  county,  In- 
diana, where  the  father  followed  the  occupation 
of  farming  until  the  spring  of  18.37,  when  he 
sought  a  homo  in  Illinois,  settling  at  Blue  Grni'^ 
Point,  in  what  was  then  Kangnmon  county. 
In  the  winter  of  1841  he  removed  to  Xew  JFar- 
ket,  Menard  county,  when;  be  continued  to 
reside  until  18.">3,  when  he  took  up  his  abode 
in  Texas.     After  fifteen  years  he  established 


his  home  in  Butler  county,  Missouri,  where  be 
died  on  the  13th  of  Septeniljer.  186?,  wb™ 
seventy-seven  years  of  age,  his  birth  having 
occurred  April  22,  1790.  His  wife,  who  wns 
born  March  1,  17S7,  died  on  the  11th  of  Sq>- 
teniber,  1839,  when  but  forty-two  years  of  ape. 
William  D.  Knowles  had  but  limited  oppor- 
tunities to  secure  an  education,  but  experlenie, 
observation  and  reading  in  later  life  have  aAM 
greatly  to  his  knowle<Ige.  He  accompanieil  hi- 
parents  on  their  removal  to  Illinois  and  wa- 
here  reared  amid  the  wild  scenes  of  frontier 
life.  He  early  became  familiar  with  the  ar- 
duous task  of  developing  a  new  farm  and  lie 
continued  to  assist  his  father  in  his  agricul- 
tural pursuits  until  twenty-three  years  of  ape, 
when  he  began  farming  on  his  own  accnunt 
on  land  belonging  to  his  father.  He  built  a 
log  cabin  and  in  that  primitive  dwelling  starte-! 
out  in  life  for  himself.  After  three  years  lie 
purchasetl  land  on  the  prairie  and  again  biiili 
a  log  house  and  a  log  barn.  This  was  in  1S17 
and  for  twenty-eight  years  he  rciiided  upoa 
that  place,  transforming  the  wild  land  into 
richly  productive  fields,  which  returned  tn  hiiii 
good  harvests.  On  the  expiration  of  that 
pei-iod.  however,  he  I.ought  a  farm  near  Xc.v 
Market,  where  he  resided  until  18!>!>.  when  be 
took  up  his  alx>de  at  his  present  place  of  resi- 
dence. That  he  has  prospered  in  bis  under- 
takings is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  he  is  now 
the  owner  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
fine  farm  land  and  also  some  valuable  town 
realty.  He  has  made  careful  investments  of 
his  capital,  which  was  acquired  through  earm-st 
purpose,  diligence  and  unfaltering  lal)or  and 
now  he  has  a  handsome  competence  that  eu- 
iihles  bim  to  live  retired  in  the  enjoyment  of  a 
rest  that  he  has  tmly  earned. 

On  the  5th  of  October.  1843.  i\r.  KnowW 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Harriet  Cba|^ 
man.  of  Seott  county,  Indiana.  They  travele-l 
life's  journey  together  for  little  more  than 
five  years,  when  on  the  1.3th  of  March.  ]Si:>. 
at  the  age  of  thirty  years,  Jlrs.  Knowlc-  wai' 
called  to  her  final  rest.  They  had  two  chil- 
dren:  James  H.,  of  Springfield:  and  Marga- 
ret M.,  wife  of  William  B.  Butler,  of  Oiiklaii.i 
Towa.  Mr.  Knowles  has  lieen  married  again 
and  has  reared  four  children.     In  addition  to 


W.   D.   KXOWLES. 


>,  Google 


.-^ 


Digiiizodb,  Google 


PAST  AND    I'ltKSKXT    OF    MENAltD    COrXTY 


:!:.: 


those  mentioned,  Sarah  Kliz!il)i,'tli.  born  l>e- 
L-ember  18,  ]8.->7,  died  Julv  3,  1903,  whih- 
Alict;  is  the  wife  of  William  B,  Kogers,  of  Mon- 
tana. 

Mr.  Kiiowles  has  been  a  consistent  iiietiilier 
of  tlio  CunilxTland  Presbyterian  church  since 
the  spring  of  1843,  joining  the  first  diurch  of 
that  (ienoinination  orjranized  in  the  coiinly. 
There  wore  thirty  charter  (neniliers.  Imt  he 
is  the  only  one  now  living.  He  was  made  ;i 
rulinfT  elder  of  the  ehiireh  and  has  taken  a 
very  active  and  helpful  part  in  its  work,  doing 
everything  in  his  power  to  extend  its  infliienco 
and  promote  its  growth.  He  has  cla^e  and  inti- 
mate knowledge  of  the  history  of  llcnnrd 
eounty  and  its  development  and  can  relate 
many  interesting  oxperienccs  of  pioneer 
life  in  this  part  of  the  state.  In  1fi4-1 
lie  drove  with  three  yoke  of  o.\en  to 
rhicago.  taking  a  load  of  wheat  to  the 
market  there.  He  forded  the  Illinois  river  at 
Ottawa  when  the  water  did  not  reach  to  the 
uairon  bed.  He  brought  back  groceries  and 
salt.  The  latter  eomniodity  sold  for  five  dol- 
lars per  barrel  and  he  had  piirchnscfl  it  in  Chi- 
eai!n  Jit  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  hiirrel. 
so  that  he  made  good  profit  on  his  investment. 
Twenty-one  days  were  required  in  makins  the 
trip,  which  can  now  be  covered  in  a  few  honrs. 
Mr.  Knowlcp  has  taken  a  deep  interest  in  what 
has  been  aeeomplishcfl  as  civiii7Jition  has  re- 
placed the  condition?  of  pioneer  life  and  at 
all  times  has  favored  progress  and  improve- 
ment, bearing  his  foil  share  in  the  work  of 
eitizenship. 


WILLIAM  E.  JOHNSON. 

William  K.  Johnwon  is  living  on  one  of  the 
finest  farms  of  Menard  eounty.  owned  by  liis 
father,  the  property  comprising  three  hundred 
and  forty  acres  of  very  rich  and  aralilc  land  ou 
range  5.  township  IS,  and  its  splendid  appear- 
ance indicates  the  careful  supervision  of  a  pro- 
gressive and   practical   farmer. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  horn  in  this  eounty.  May 
11.  1850.  a  son  of  John  and  Harriet  (Jenison) 
Johnson.  He  was  reared  in  thi'  usual  manner 
of   farmer  lads  and  ae'piired  a  counnon-scliool 


education.  When  not  engaged  with  the  duties 
of  the  schoolrmun  he  gave  liiw  attention  to  work 
upon  the  luuue  farm  and  assisted  his  father  un- 
til twenty  years  of  age.  after  which  he  spent 
about  a  year  in  DeWitt  county.  Illinois,  where 
be  worked  liy  the  month  upon  a  farm.  Un  the 
e.\]iiration  of  that  ])eriod  be  returned  home,  re- 
maining in  this  county  until  the  spring  of 
1S8II,  when  he  went  to  Kansas,  where  he  was 
I'ngaged  in  stock-raising,  handling  both  cattle 
and  shee|i.  He  remained  in  Kansiis  until  18!)3, 
when  he  again  returned  to  the  old  homestead, 
on  whicii  lie  has  since  engaged  in  general  farm- 
ing and  stock-raising.  For  the  past  five  years 
he  has  made  a  s|>ecialty  of  seed  corn,  Keid's 
yellow  dent  variety.  He  has  won  numerous 
prizes  at  the  Illinois  State  Fair  with  his  prod- 
uct, in  eimipetition  with  the  leading  corn  grow- 
ers of  the  Mississipjii  valley  mid  received  a  gold 
iiieda!  as  sweepstake's  prize  from  the  Hlinois 
(■(mimission  at  the  St.  I^uis  exposition  in  1!)04 
for  the  best  one  hundred  ears  of  yellow  corn 
grown  in  Illinois. 

On  the  14th  of  Sciilember.  18S3,  ^Ir.  John- 
son was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Ann  Graham,  a 
daughter  of  Henry  C.  Graham,  whose  history  is 
given  at  length  on  another  jjage  of  this  vol- 
unic.  She  was  horn  June  23,  ISoS,  and  by  her 
marriage  has  lieconie  the  mother  of  three  chil- 
dren, all  yet  under  the  parental  roof,  namely: 
Mildred,  born  August  10.  ISfi.T;  Addie.  born 
June  7,  18Sr. :  and  Minnie,  born  August  SO, 
18Sr. 

Mr.  Johnson  is  a  member  of  Kincai.d  Lodge, 
No.  3;!8,  A.  F.  &  A.  M..  of  Kineaid.  Kansas; 
Petersburg  Chapter.  N'o.  110,  R.  A.  M.:  and 
St.  Ahlemar  Commandery,  No.  47.  K.  T..  of 
Petersburg.  He  is  also  affiliated  with  the  An- 
cient Arable  Order  of  the  Xobles  of  the  Sfystie 
Shrine,  at  Peoria,  and  he  belongs  to  the  ilod- 
em  Woodmen  eainp.  at  .Athens,  and  the  Ancient 
Order  of  United  Workmen,  at  Kineaid,  Kansas. 
His  wife  and  daughters  are  members  of  the 
North  Sangamon  Presbyterian  church  and  th*^ 
family  is  one  of  prominence  in  the  community, 
having  many  warm  frien<ls  in  Menard  counij. 
Mr.  Johnson  served  as  eounty  commissioner  for 
three  vcara  and  while  in  Kansas  was  a  member 
of  the  school  hoard  for  eight  years,  while  at  the 
present  time  he  is  serving  on  the  school  hoard 
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of  his  district.  He  has  been  a  stalwart  Re- 
publican since  age  conferred  upon  him  the 
right  of  franchise,  and  is  most  enthusiastic  in 
support  of  the  principles  of  the  party.  His  at- 
tention, however,  is  mainly  given  to  his  farm- 
ing interests. 


ANSOX  THOiMPSOX. 

Anson  Thompson,  a  member  of  tiie  firm  of 
Thompson,  Rosendahl  &  Company,  ]>roprietors 
of  a  large  department  stove  of  Petersliurg,  is 
now  manager  of  the  grocery  and  provision  sec- 
tion of  their  business  and  has  c«mtrilmte<l  in 
no  small  degree  to  the  success  of  the  enterprise 
and  lo  the  establishment  of  its  well  merited 
rcjiutation  for  honesty  and  fair  dealing.  A 
native  of  HIinois,  he  was  liorn  in  Ashland, 
Cass  county,  on  the  (ilh  of  November,  ISiS,  and 
is  a  son  of  James  H.  and  Sarah  (Brown) 
Thompson,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  New 
Jersey,  in  which  state  tlie  grandfather,  Anson 
Thompson,  was  also  born.  The  father  made 
his  way  westward  to  Sangamon  county,  Illinois, 
in  1831),  but  soon  afterward  took  up  his  abode 
in  tlie  Pleasant  Plains  district  of  Cass  county, 
tbere  making  his  home  for  a  long  period.  He 
had  serve<]  an  a|)prenticeshi|)  to  the  trade  of 
carpentering  in  Philadelphia  and  he  was  en- 
gaged in  building  operations  in  Cass  county  un- 
til 1849,  when  ho  removed  to  Menard  county 
and  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  Here 
he  spent  his  remaining  days,  his  death  occur- 
ring in  March,  1ST8.  In  business  he  was  reli- 
able and  trustworthy,  and  the  success  he 
achieved  was  attributable  entirely  to  his  own 
efforts  and  careful  management.  In  public  af- 
fairs he  was  also  prominent  and  Influential  and 
be  was  a  warm  personal  friend  and  stanch  sup- 
porter of  Mr.  Miller. 

Anson  Thomiison.  the  second  in  order  of 
birth  in  a  family  of  nine  children,  was  only 
about  six  years  of  age  when  brought  by  his 
parents  to  Menard  county,  and  in  the  public 
schools  here  he  acquired  his  education.  He  re- 
mained at  home  imtil  18(ifi  and  then  engaged  in 
clerking  in  the  store  of  John  A.  Brahnm.  In 
Inter  years  he  entered  a  shoe  store,  established  by 
Mr.  Brabam,  who  appointed  Mr.  Thompson  its 


manager,  and  he  continued  to  conduct  the 
business  until  Xovember,  1873,  when  he  was 
elected  county  clerk.  In  1877  he  was  re-elected 
and  at  tiie  end  of  his  second  term  he  retired 
from  the  office  as  he  had  entered  it— with  the 
eonfidencf  and  good  will  of  the  public.  He  was 
ever  prompt  and  faithful  in  the  discbarge  of  his 
duties,  regarding  a  public  office  as  a  public 
trust — and  Mr.  Thompson  has  never  been 
known  to  In'tray  a  trust  in  the  slightest  degree. 

In  December,  1882.  he  starte<l  northward. 
traveling  through  the  Dakotas  and  spending 
aliout  a  year  in  that  section  of  the  eouutry,  en- 
gaged in  real-estate  dealing,  in  which  he  met 
with  fair  success.  In  188i  he  returned  to 
Petersl»urg,  where  he  entered  the  grocery  busi- 
ness in  connection  with  J.  D.  Wright,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Wright  &  Thompson.  After  u 
year  he  joined  Z.  A.  Thompson  and  Reak  Rosen- 
dahl under  the  firm  style  of  Tbompson,  Rosen- 
dahl &  Company,  which  business  relation  con- 
tinues to  the  pH'scnt  time.  For  ten  years  our 
subject  had  charge  of  the  dry-goods  department 
and  then  assumed  the  management  of  the  gro- 
cery and  provision  department.  His  capable 
management,  progressive  business  methods  and 
earnest  efforts  to  please  his  patrons  have  been 
among  the  most  salient  features  in  the  success 
of  the  firm,  and  in  Petersburg  Mr.  Thompson 
is  acknowledged  an  enterprising,  reliable  mer- 
chant, of  good  ability  and  executive  force. 

On  the  2d  of  DecemWr,  1890,  was  celebrated 
the  marriage  of  Anson  Thompson  and  Mfb, 
Laura  Drake,  of  Menard  county,  a  daughter  of 
William  Langford.  They  now  have  one  daugh- 
ter, Helen  Thompson.  In  his  fraternal  rela- 
tions Mr.  Thompson  is  a  ifason.  exemplifying 
in  his  life  tlie  beneficent  spirit  of  the  craft.  He 
has  ]>een  prominent  and  influential  in  public 
affairs,  and  his  counsel  is  sought  in  local  po- 
litical circles.  He  is  a  stanch  advocate  of 
Democratic  principles  and  has  twice  been 
elected  to  the  office  of  mayor,  serving  in  1889- 
90  and  again  in  1902-3.  He  was  president  of 
the  school  lioard  in  1901,  and  is  the  cham- 
pion of  many  measures  which  have  resulted 
beneficially  to  his  city.  His  re-election  to  thi, 
mayoralty  was  indicative  of  the  confidence 
which  be  won  during  his  first  term  and  he  gave 
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to  the  city  u  practical  businesslike  administra- 
tion, cliarat-tfrized  by  needed  reforiiis  and  im- 
provements. 


WALTER  W.  YOUNG. 

Walter  W.  Young,  wlio  resides  near  Atliens 
ill  Atliens  precinct,  carries  on  general  farming 
and  is  one  of  the  representative  business  men 
in  his  community.  He  was  )>orn  in  Kane 
county.  Illinois,  November  10,  18-il).  His  fa- 
ther, Francis  Young,  was  a  native  of  Paris, 
France,  but  was  reared  in  Canada,  and  later 
married  Rachel  Lindaay,  of  the  state  of  New 
York.  He  followed  farming  in  early  manhood 
and  in  the  '3Us  emigrat^^d  westward  to  Illinois, 
estaiilishing  his  home  in  Ivane  county,  where  he 
also  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits.  Later 
he  settled  in  DeKalb  county,  Illinois,  where  ii% 
remained  until  about  1878,  when  he  took  up 
his  abode  in  Dawson  county,  Nebraska.  There 
he  spent  his  remaining  daj's,  passing  away  in 
August.  1903,  at  the  very  advanced  age  of  one 
hundred  and  two  3'ears  and  four  months.  His 
willow  still  survives  him  and  is  now  living  in 
Dawson  county  at  the  age  of  ninety-three  years, 
making  her  home  with  a  son  there.  They  were 
the  parents  of  eight  children,  all  of  whom  are 
yet  living;  ifary,  who  is  a  widow  and  resides 
in  DeKalb,  Illinois;  R.  F.,  who  follows  farm- 
ing in  Dawson  county,  Nebraska;  Mrs,  Kate 
Kearney,  who  resides  at  Junction,  Nebraska, 
and  is  a  widow;  Elizabeth,  who  is  a  widow  and 
lives  at  Gothenhnrg,  Dawson  county,  Nebraska; 
Annie,  who  makes  her  home  in  the  same  coun- 
ty :  Walter  W. ;  I.  A.,  who  is  living  on  a  ranch 
in  Nebraska ;  and  Jennie,  a  resident  of  Dawson 
county.  All  have  been  married  with  the  ex- 
wption  of  T.  A.  Young, 

Walter  W.  Young  was  ediicatod  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Illinois  and  early  became  familiar 
with  the  duties  and  labors  that  fall  to  the  lot 
of  the  agriculturist.  He  assisted  in  the  farm 
work  until  after  the  inauguration  of  the  Civil 
war,  when  he  joined  the  army,  remaining  at 
the  front  until  after  the  cessation  of  hostilities. 
He  was  but  a  young  boy  when  he  joined  the 
Union  troops  as  a  private,  but  he  was  always 
faithful  to  his  duty  and  after  a  time  was  made 
&  bugler  of  his  regiment.     He  participated  in 


all  the  engagements  with  the  Army  of  the  Po- 
tomac and  on  one  occasion  was  slightly  injured. 

When  his  military  service  was  over  Mr. 
Young  became  a  railroad  contractor  and  was 
thus  engaged  in  business  until  1875,  when  he 
located  on  his  present  farm  in  Menard  county. 
It  W)is  on  the  27th  of  May  of  that  year  that  he 
was  joine{l  in  wedlock  to  Miss  Rose  A.  Primm, 
a  daughter  of  Abraham  Primm,  of  this  county. 
Mrs.  Young  was  born  on  the  farm  where  she 
still  makes  her  home,  her  natal  day  being 
March  15,  1853.  Her  father,  A.  S.  Primm, 
was  born  in  St.  Clair  county,  Illinois,  and  his 
wife  was  a  native  of  Wyandot  county,  Ohio. 
He  came  to  Menard  county  in  1819,  settling 
at  Athens,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  for 
many  years.  His  father  had  entered  from  tut 
government  the  land  upon  which  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Young  are  now  living  and  they  have  in  their 
possession  the  old  land  warrants  signed  by 
John  Quincy  .\dani8,  then  president  of  the 
Tnited   States. 

A.  S.  Primm  continued  to  carry  on  agricul- 
tural pursuits  upon  this  farm  until  his  life's 
labors  were  ended  in  death  on  the  22d  of  Octo- 
ber, 1892.  His  wife  also  died  on  the  old  home- 
stead, departing  this  life  in  1889.  Their  chil- 
dren were  as  follows:  Mary  A.,  the  eldest, 
born  in  184fi,  is  now  the  wife  of  Henry  Cline 
and  they  reside  two  and  a  half  miles  from 
Athens,  owning  a  fine  farm  which  is  located 
over  the  Sanganion  county  border.  They  have 
one  daughter  and  two  sons,  namely :  William 
A.,  who  married  Jennie  Fiagg,  of  a  very  promi- 
nent family  of  Sangamon  county;  Allen  Cline, 
who  is  living  at  home;  and  Jennie,  the  wife  of 
Young  Caldwell,  a  cousin  of  Ben  Caldwell,  ex- 
congressman  from  Sangamon  county.  Their 
home  is.  near  Williamsville,  Illinois.  Melissa 
Primm,  the  ."second  sister  of  Mrs.  Young,  is  the 
wife  of  M,  T.  Hargrave,  who  for  more  than  a 
(juarter  of  a  century  has  been  a  druggist  of 
Athens  and  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  busi- 
ness men  of  his  part  of  the  county.  He  is  also 
active  in  public  life  and  served  as  sheriff  of 
Menard  county  for  six  years.  Unto  him  and 
his  wife  have  been  bom  two  children,  but  Lillie 
Mae  died  at  the  age  of  eleven  years.  The  living 
daughter  in  Minnie,  wife  of  Fred  W.  Ayers, 
who   resides  in  Athens,  and   they  have  three 
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eliildrrn:  Wi'st.  who  U  now  livi'  y.'arf  of  age; 
Mary,  four  yvar»  old;  and  llargrave,  two  j'uars 
old.  lliiinii'  E|>liraim,  auotiier  sister  of  Mrs, 
Young,  was  lioni  January  '2.  IS.'il,  jiiid  dit'd 
January  «.  IMDO.  Slic  was  married  to  A.  I'. 
West,  of  Logan  county,  who  bci-anie  a  niLTchant 
and  hanker,  conducting  linsiness  in  Los  An- 
p-U's,  t'alifornia,  and  in  Pana,  Illinois,  for  fif- 
teen years.  He  died  Jimuary  G,  11I04.  I.iliian 
Priniin,  the  youngest  sister  of  Mrs.  Young,  was 
horn  April  1!',  IH-'i,'),  and  hceanie  the  wife  of 
W.  yi.  Estell,  who  was  a.liiiitted  to  the  Imr. 
He  did  not  practice,  however,  hut  hecanie  a  mer- 
chant and  siihsefjiiently  he  estahlisiied  the  first 
electric  light  |ilant  at  .\tiieiis.  He  owned  a 
very  iieaiitiful  home  near  S|iringlield.  where  his 
death  occurred  Octoher  •-Hi.  l!Mi:i.  I'lito  him 
and  his  wife  were  horn  two  sons:  I'rinnri  uml 
Harry,  hoth  now  living. 

The  home  of  J[r.  and  Mrs.  Ymnig  has  heen 
hlessed  with  three  children,  Imt  l!raee,  who  was 
hom  August  '4(i,  1S77,  died  in  infancy;  lone, 
Iwrn  January  ;iO,  1S84,  was  married  in  1903, 
to  Arthur  Jensen,  and  they  now  reside  with 
her  (larents;  Hene,  horn  April  1,  1H\)3.  is  at 
home. 

Mr.  Young  is  very  prominent  and  influential 
in  piihtic  affairs  and  his  fellow  townsmen,  rec- 
ognizing his  worth  and  ahility,  liave  frequently 
called  him  to  pul)lic  olliee.  He  served  as 
justice  of  the  peace  at  Athens  for  four  years, 
WHS  a  mendier  of  the  city  council  for  si.v  years 
and  has  lioen  n)ad  commissioner  for  three  years. 
The  duties  of  these  positions  he  discharged  in 
a  most  capahle  and  ahle  manner,  showing  that 
the  trust  reiwised  in  him  was  we^i  placed.  He 
is  a  niemher  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  hclong- 
ing  to  iihie  lodge,  chapter  and  eommandery  of 
Petershurg,  and  he  attends  the  Presljvterian 
church.  He  is  now  practically  living  retired 
after  a  long  and  active  connection  with  agricul- 
tural interests,  having  in  the  meantime  ac- 
([uin'd  a  competence  that  now  enahles  him  to 
|iut  aside  business  cares  and  rest  in  the  enjov 
nient  of  the  fruits  of  his  former  toil.  He  is 
widely  an<i  favoraiily  known  throughimt  tliis 
eonnly.  ids  ahilities  well  fitting  him  for  lead- 
iTsliip  in  |V)liticnl.  husini'ss  and  social  life. 
The  terms  progress  and  patriotism  nught  he 
considered    the    keynote   of    his    character,    for 


throughout  his  career  he  has  laiiored  for  tiio 
improvement  of  every  line  of  business  or  pulh- 
lic  interest,  with  which  he  has  heen  associated 
and  at  all  times  has  been  actuate)!  hy  a  fidelity 
to  bis  counlv  and  her  welfare. 


J(>H\  R.  LXKINS. 


Aftci 


years'  eonneetion  with  agricul- 
tural interests  John  H.  Lukins  is  now  eiijoyinf; 
a  well  earned  rest,  living  retired  in  (Srei'nview. 
So  active  and  honorable  was  he  in  his  Imsines^ 
career  and  so  reliable  in  all  life's  relations  that 
he  is  justly  accounted  one  of  the  representa- 
tive men  of  this  section  of  the  state  and  is 
therefore  deserving  of  mention  in  this  viduni<'. 
He  was  horn  in  Menanl  county,  April  "i!l, 
IK;!',  and  is  a  son  of  Gregory  and  Klizahetb 
(Ritter)  l.ukins.  His  father,  wl;o  was  horn 
in  Kentucky,  May  24,  ISll,  dictl  on  tli- 
nth  of  January,  18!)2.  He  arrived  in  Illim.is 
about  18:!ll.  and  was  married  here  in  October. 
18;H,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Ritter,  who  was  horn  in 
Kentucky,  X'ovemher  34,  liKKl.  and  diet! 
-August  11.  ISol.  The  young  eoujde  began 
their  domestic  life  upon  a  farm  of  eighty  aen-s. 
which  Mr,  l.ukins  had  entered  from  the  gov- 
ernment. Later  he  piirchased  forty  acri-s  ad- 
ditional and  subsequi'utly  sold  the  one  hundrt^ 
and  twenty  acre  tract  for  eight  hundred  dol- 
lars. He  then  purchased  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  land  where  the  Chicago  it  Alton 
Itailroad  depot  now  stands  and  lived  upon  tliat 
farm  for  eight  or  ten  years.  He  dispose<l  of 
the  property  in  the  spring  of  1848  for  two 
thousand  dollars,  at  which  time  he  removed  to 
Sugar  Grove  and  hougbt  two  hundre<l  and 
sixty-three  acres  of  land  at  seven  dollars  jmt 
acre,  continuing  the  further  development  and 
cultivation  of  that  place  until  18(iii.  when  be 
iiought  ten  acivs  of  '1'.  D.  Hughes,  formerly 
the  old  Christian  church  property.  He  after- 
ward bouglit  twenty  acres  on  the  west  of  a  Mr. 
Brown,  next  pun'hased  twenty-one  and  a  half 
acres  on  the  southeast  and  later  twenty  acros 
im  the  northeast  of  liis  ten  acre  tract.  He 
afterward  bought  ten  acres  additional  and  later 
four  and  a  half  acres,  so  that  the  different  pur- 
cluises  aggregatc<l  sixty-six  acres  of  land.  Upon 
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tliis  farm  he  (.-arrifil  im  jiciu'ral  Hf;rk'iilturai 
pursuits  and  as  ojiportunity  aflorded  lie  added 
more  from  tiiiif  to  time  tii  bis  piact'  until  it 
(■oni])rist'd  two  hundred  and  twenty-six  acres  at 
the  time  of  liis  death.  He  also  owned  four  lots 
in  Topeka.  iXason  t-ounty.  liis  life  was 
erowned  witli  a  fair  measure  of  success  gained 
through  his  persistent  piiriwse,  imlefatigable 
euergj-  and  honorable  dealing.  His  religious 
views  were  in  Jmrmony  wltli  the  teachings  of 
the  Methodist  clnircb  and  he  contributed  gen- 
erously to  its  support.  Unto  him  and  his  wife 
were  horn  two  sons,  but  the  elder.  Thomas  J., 
born  May  30.  IS.'t.'..  died  March  20.  1892. 

John  R.  Lukins,  the  only  surviving  niemlR'r 
of  tile  family,  spent  his  boyhood  days  in  the 
usual  manner  of  farm  lads,  remaining  on  the 
old  family  homestead  until  twenty-four  years 
of  age,  when  his  patriotic  spirit  was  aroused  by 
the  altemjit  of  the  south  to  overthrow  the 
Vnion  and  he  offered  his  services  in  its  defense. 
On  the  1st  of  .\ugust.  1S61.  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany A,  of  the  Twenty-eighth  Illinois  Regi- 
ment for  three  years  ser\-ice  and  was  honorably 
discharged  .\ngust  2fi,  18ti4,  being  mustered 
out  at  Xatchez,  Mississippi.  The  first  battle 
in  which  he  participated  was  at  Pittsburg 
Landing,  or  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  on  the  Cth  of 
April,  1S69.  There  a  brigade  was  sent  out  in 
order  to  determine  the  [xisition  of  the  enemy. 
General  Hurlbut's  division  was  put  in  line  and 
moved  toward  the  enemy's  forces.  The  night 
was  very  dark  and  the  roads  very  nniddy.  After 
some  heavy  firing,  which,  however,  lasted  but  a 
short  time,  the  reinds  fell  back  and  the  Twenty- 
eighth  Illinois  Hegiment  was  called  out  by  the 
long  roll  and  niarche<l  a  mile  to  the  front,  being 
assigned  to  a  [>osition  on  the  left  of  the  line  in 
a  peach  orchard.  The  enemy  immediately  at- 
tacked, but  was  repulsed  at  heavy  loss,  the 
regiment  holding  its  position  under  great  odds 
from  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning  until  three 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  .'M  nine  o'clo<'k  in 
the  morning  fleneral  Orant  and  hi.*;  staff  rode 
up  and  the  Twenty-eighth  was  ordered  to  hold 
its  position  at  all  hazards,  which  it  did  until 
ordered  back  by  fleneral  A.  S.  Hurlbut.  who 
was  in  command  of  the  old  fighting  Fourth 
Division.  In  this  conflict  the  regiment  of 
which    Mr.   Lukins   was  a    member   lost   verv 


iicavily  in  killed  and  wounded.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Kilpatriek  was  ajuong  the  killed  and 
Major  H.  C.  (Jillan  was  badly  wounded  in  the 
left  shoulder  and  his  liorse  was  shot  from  under 
him.  .\djutant  J,  B.  Meade  was  mortally 
wounded  and  his  horse  was  also  killed.  On 
the  morning  of  the  tth  of  .\]iril  the  Twenty- 
eighth  lllimiis  Itegiment  held  a  position  on 
(he  right  of  the  line  and  was  hotly  engaged 
until  the  battle  closeit  with  victory  for  the 
L'nion  troojis.  Mr.  Lukins  was  wounded  in 
this  battle  but  remained  with  his  wgiment  until 
after  the  liattlc  of  Vicksbiirg,  when  he  was  sent 
home  on  account  of  illness.  As  soon  as  he  had 
sufficiently  n-eovered  he  joined  his  regiment  at 
Xatches!  and  continued  with  his  command  until 
his  three  years'  term  of  service  had  expired, 
doing  his  full  duty  as  a  valiant  soldier. 

AVhen  thi>  war  was  ended  Mr.  Lukins  turned 
his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits,  begin- 
ning farming  for  himself  on  eighty  acree  of 
land  that  belonged  to  his  father.  I^ter  he 
l>ecame  owner  of  that  tract  and  he  continued 
to  successfully  conduct  his  farming  interests 
until  having  acquired  a  handsome  competence 
he  retired  to  private  life  and  established  his 
home  in  Gret'nview.  In  his  business  career  he 
was  energetic  and  progressive  and  whatever  lie 
undertook  he  carried  forward  to  successful 
completion. 

On  the  (ith  of  February,  1896,  Mr.  Lukins 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Julia  A.  Hol- 
land, who  was  born  in  Menard  county,  March 
a.'J.  1853,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Stephenson 
and  Frances  (Pace)  Holland,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Kentucky,  the  former  born  De- 
cember 24.  181.1.  and  the  latter  February  fi, 
1818.  They  married  January  21,  1849,  in 
ilcnard  county,  where  for  many  years  Mr. 
Holland  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits.  At 
the  time  of  hi.*  death  he  left  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  fine  farming  land  and  twenty- 
five  acres  of  timber  land,  a  part  of  which  he 
had  entered  from  the  government  at  a  dollar 
and  a  quarter  per  acre.  He  was  one  of  the 
honored  pioneer  settlers  of  this  county,  taking 
up  his  residence  here  when  the  work  of  im- 
provement and  progress  seemed  scarcely  begun 
and  as  the  years  advanced  he  bore  his  full 
share  in  the  upbuilding  of  the  conn tyj^especi ally  ■ 
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along  agricultural  lines.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Cumberland  Presby- 
terian church  and,  rearing  their  children  in 
that  faith,  had  the  satisfaction  to  see  all  of 
tlieni  become  member?  of  that  denomination. 
Mr,  Holland  passed  away  Jlarch  4,  1870,  and 
his  wife  died  July  :!1,  iH'Ji).  rhoy  were  the 
parents  of  seven  children:  Martha  L.,  horn 
Xoveniber  4,  1849,  was  the  wife  of  George  Sny- 
der, and  died  May  13,  IHHli:  May  E.,  horn 
April  12,  1851.  is  the  wife  of  William  Mitchell, 
a  resideot  of  Sangamon  county,  Illinois;  Mrs. 
Lukins  is  the  third  of  the  family;  Eliza  .7,, 
born  Octolwr  17,  1854,  died  Odoiier  11,  1874: 
Ellen  P.,  bom  August  11,  185(i,  is  the  wife  of 
L.  K.  Goff,  who  is  represented  on  another  page 
of  this  work:  Louisa  A..  Iwrn  June  27,  1858, 
is  the  wife  of  H.  Belt,  who  is  living  in  Missouri ; 
Edward  A.,  bom  October  25,  1860,  is  proprietor 
of  a  hospital  at  Houston.  Te.xas,  and  in  his 
practice  there  is  making  a  specialty  of  the  treat- 
ment of  the  dtst'ases  of  the  eye.  ear,  nose  and 
throat. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lukins  hold  nienihership 
in  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  church  at 
Greenview  and  he  belongs  to  M.  Hurst  Post, 
No.  047,  G.  A.  R.,  in  that  city.  Politically  he 
is  a  stanch  Republican,  having  supported  the 
party  since  casting  his  first  presidential  vote 
for  Abraham  Lincoln.  He  also  voted  for 
Richard  Yates  for  governor  and  has  never 
faltered  in  his  allegiance  to  the  party  and  its 
principles.  In  all  matters  of  citizenship  he 
is  as  true  and  loyal  to-day  to  his  country  and 
her  best  interests  as  he  was  when  he  followed 
the  old  flag  upon  the  battle-fields  of  the  south. 


JAMES  0.  McKEE. 
Kentucky  has  furnished  a  large  number  of 
citizens  to  Menard  county,  whose  value  in  com- 
munity affairs  is  widely  acknowledged,  and  to 
this  class  b(?longs  James  0.  MeKee,  whose  birth 
occurred  in  Fleming  county.  Kentucky,  on  the 
17th  of  March,  1859,  his  parents  being  Hiram 
and  Sarah  (lA'dford)  McKee,  who  were  also  na- 
tives of  Fleming  eounty.  Kentuckj'.  There  the 
father  was  reared  and  upon  one  farm  remained 
for  many  years.    Both  he  and  his  wife  died  in 


the  county  of  their  nativity,  his  death  oecurriug 
in  August,  1882,  while  she  passed  away  Feb- 
ruary 2S,  18G1.  His  political  support  was  given 
to  the  Democracy. 

James  0.  MeKee  was  reared  under  the  pa- 
rental roof,  remaining  at  home  until  eightcuu 
years  of  age,  duri]ig  which  time  he  acquin-d 
his  education  iu  the  public  schools  there.  He 
then  left  Kentucky  and  on  the  28th  of  Ooto- 
ber,  1877,  he  arrived  in  Menard  eounty,  Illi- 
nois, whore  he  began  farming.  His  attention 
has  since  been  given  to  agricultural  pursuits 
and  with  the  exception  of  two  years,  passed  in 
Labette  county,  Kansas,  he  has  remained  con- 
tinuously in  this  part  of  the  state.  His  busi- 
ness career  luis  been  attended  with  a  gratifying 
measure  of  prosperity,  all  due  to  his  own  capa- 
ble Inisiness  discernment  and  unfaltering  en- 
terprise. 

On  the  31st  of  July,  1881,  Mr.  McKee  was 
married  to  Miss  Belle  McGarj',  a  (laughter  of 
Jacob  and  Martha  Jane  (Pierce)  McGary,  the 
former  born  in  Pennsylvania  and  the  latter  in 
Fleming  county,  Kentucky.  The  father  was 
married  twice,  his  first  union  being  with 
Sarah  Adams,  l)y  whom  he  had  seven  chil- 
dren. His  second  wife  was  Martha  J.  Pierce, 
and  there  were  five  children  by  that  marriage — 
Mrs.  KcKee;  James  Edward;  Anna  E.,  who  is 
called  Lide;  and  two  that  died  in  infancy.  Mrs. 
McKee  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  of 
Menard  eounty,  pursuing  her  studies  in  a  lit- 
tle schoolhouse  about  a  mile  from  her  home. 
.After  putting  aside  her  textbooks  she  remained 
with  her  parents  until  the  time  of  her  marriage, 
when  she  went  to  her  husband's  home,  over 
which  she  has  since  presided  with  gracious  hos- 
pitality. Cnto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McKee  have  lieen 
l>orn  three  children;  lA'slie,  born  May  27. 
1H82;  Uura  Edith,  born  July  24,  188(1;  and 
Pearl,  born  November  1,  1889.  The  second 
daughter,  who  was  horn  while  her  parents  were 
residents  of  Ijabette  county,  Kansas,  is  now 
secretary  of  tlie  Lebanon  Cumberland  Presby- 
terian Sunday-school.  The  other  children  were 
born  on  the  home  farm,  where  the  family  still 
reside. 

Politically  a  Democrat,  Mr.  McKee  has  firm 
faith  in  the  principles  of  the  party.  He  and 
his  family  are  memlwrs  of  the  T..ebanon  Cum- 
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liL'rland  Presljvteriaii  uI.itoL  and  he  belongs 
to  Greenview  Lodge,  Xo.  65;t,  A.  P.  &  A.  M,, 
and  Greenview  Camp,  No.  178,  M.  W.  A.  His 
life  has  heen  one  of  cuntinuous  activity,  in 
which  he  has  been  accorded  due  recognition  of 
labor,  anil  today  ho  is  numbered  among  the  sub- 
stantial citizens  of  his  county.  His  interests 
an-  thorouglily  identified  with  those  of  the 
northwest,  and  at  all  times  he  is  ready  to  lend 
his  aid  and  co-operation  to  any  movement  cal- 
culated to  benefit  this  section  of  the  country 
or  advance  its  wonderful  development. 


JAMES  M.  EDWARDS. 

James  M.  Edwards  is  classed  with  the  lead- 
ing men  of  Menard  county,  and  his-  history 
is  one  deserving  of  high  commendation.  Well 
may  it  prove  as  a  source  of  inspinition  to  oth- 
ers for  from  early  boyhood  be  has  been  de- 
pendent upon  his  own  labors  for  a  livelihood. 
i[oreover  he  sustains  an  unassailable  reputa- 
tion in  business  circles  and  in  Menard  county 
his  name  has  come  to  he  a  synonym  for  hon- 
orable dealing.  In  public  affairs  he  is  also 
prominent  and  as  a  county  ofTieial  he  has  rei» 
dered  to  his  fellow  nien  valuable  service. 

Mr.  Edwards  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  De- 
cember 23,  1853,  and  was  a  son  of  John  W. 
and  Ijoretta  (JlcCabe)  Edwards,  the  fonner 
a  native  of  Philadelphia  and  the  latter  of 
Jfaryland.  The  father  was  a  cabinet-maker 
and  carpenter,  and  devoted  his  attention  to 
those  trades  during  his  active  business  life. 
In  the  family  were  six  children,  but  James 
M.  Edwards  is  the  only  one  now  living.  When 
only  three  or  four  years  of  age  be  was  bound 
out  to  Edmund  Otto,  of  Pennsylvania,  with 
whom  he  lived  until  eight  or  nine  years  of 
ago,  when  he  left  Mr.  Otto  and  began  earning 
his  own  living,  working  in  Pennsylvania  and 
in  ^laryland.  After  a  time  he  learned  the 
sawyer's  trade  and  operato<l  a  sawmill  for  five 
or  six  years.  Later  he  came  to  the  middle 
west,  arriving  in  Menard  county  on  the  ITth 
of  April,  1875.  Up  to  the  time  of  his  mar- 
riage he  worked  as  a  farm  hand  and  then  rent- 
ed land  and  began  farming  for  himself.  As 
soon  as  possible  he  became  a  landowner,  gain- 


ing through  bis  earnest  laL>or  and  economy  the 
capital  that  enabled  him  to  purchase  a  small 
farm.  From  time  to  time  he  has  added  lo 
this  projjerty  until  he  now  has  extensive  pos- 
sessions. He  has  continuously  followed  farm- 
ing and  has  also  fed  many  cattle  and  hogs.  He 
has  stall-fed  seven  hundred  cattle  in  three  years 
for  the  Cbieago  market.  His  business  intci- 
ests  are  conducted  in  a  most  practical  way,  and 
his  sound  judgment,  keen  foresight  and  unfal- 
tering energy  have  been  the  strong  features  in 
his  pros[)erity. 

On  the  7th  of  March,  187!),  Mr.  Edwards 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Ellen  Trent, 
a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Harriet  (Clemona^ 
Trent,  both  natives  of  Kentucky,  the  former 
born  January  1,  ll'JSt,  and  the  latter  February 
lo,  1812.  By  his  first  marriage  Mr.  Trent  had 
five  children,  but  only  one  is  now  living.  By 
his  second  marriage  there  were  twelve  children, 
of  whom  five  are  living,  three  sons  and  two 
daughters,  ilr.  Trent  died  June  4,  1883,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-four  years,  five  months  and 
three  days,  while  his  wife  passed  away  April 
4,  18SI3,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years,  one 
month  and  seventeen  days.  Both  died  in  Mer- 
cer county.  Missouri,  where  Mr.  Trent  had  fol- 
lowed the  occupation  of  farming  and  stock- 
raising.  The  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edwards 
ha.s  been  blessed  with  five  children:  Mary  E., 
l)orn  December  1,  1879;  William,  February  'ii, 
1H85;  Harry  M.,  Xovemlwr  28.  1891;  Cecelia 
M.,  February  5,  1897;  and  Beatrice  M.,  Jan- 
uary 17,  IJIOI. 

Because  of  his  capability  and  deep  in- 
tciest  in  his  country  and  her  substantial  prog- 
re:is  Mr.  Edwards  has  been  selected  for  pub- 
lic office.  He  is  now  serving  his  eleventh  year 
as  road  commissioner  and  has  been  three  times 
elected  to  that  office  on  the  Republican  ticket. 
Twice,  when  he  had  an  opponent  in  the  field, 
be  jiolled  nearly  every  vote  and  at  the  other 
election  the  opposition  jiarty  named  no  candi- 
date. When  he  entered  the  office  there  were 
only  two  steel  bridges  in  the  county  and  now 
there  are  ten.  He  favors  substantial  progress 
and  permanent  improvement  and  heartily  en- 
dorses every  measure  which  he  believes  will 
prove  of  practical  l)enefit  to  the  county.  For 
seven   vears   he  has   served   as   a    member   of 
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tlie  school  IjoanI  and  his  pirseiit  tt^riii  will 
i-over  two  morv  years.  His  piiblii'  roconl  is 
aliovu  rq)r<tacli,  liis  servico  Iwing  actuated  by 
till'  iitiiiowt  devotion  to  the  county  and  its  wel- 
fare.- In  private  life  he  is  equally  reliable  and 
his  fairness  in  all  buwiness  transaetions  is  in- 
dicated by  the  fact  that  although  he  has  rented 
land  for  many  years  he  has  never  had  a  dis- 
pute over  the  matter.  Thoroughly  reliable,  he 
commands  the  confidence  and  resjwct  of  all  by 
his  unfaltering  allegiance  to  whatever  duty  de- 
volves upon  him,  and  his  example  i^  indeed 
well  worthy  of  emulation,  for  it  proves  that 
success  and  an  honored  name  may  be  won 
■flnmltaneously. 


EDWAHD  SHI  PP. 

One  of  the  best  known  men  of  Petersburg 
is  fidward  Shipp,  who  has  been  connected  with 
the  circus  for  many  years  and  has  traveled  t!ie 
world  over.  He  was  horn  in  Petersburg,  Au- 
gust 2(i.  18(i4,  and  is  a  son  of  Hole  and  Parthena* 
Jane  (McHenry)  Shipp,  the  former  Iwrn,  in 
Kentucky,  in  1S2«,  and  the  latter  in  this  county 
in  1831.  The  father  made  farming  his  life 
occupation,  was  a  Hcmoerat  in  politics  and  a 
prominent  Mas<m.  He  died  in  August,  1871. 
The  mother  was  twice  married  her  first  hus- 
iiand  iM-ing  a  Mr.  Lanikin.  By  the  second 
union  there  were  nine  children,  of  whom  only 
thre<!  are  now  living— our  subject  and  two 
daughters:  Alice  Ann,  wife  of  J.  C.  Buckley, 
a  retired  farmer  of  Petersburg;  and  Laura, 
wife  of  Thomas  P.  Keep,  who  is  now  serving  as 
states  attorney  and  n-sidcs  in  Petersburg. 

During  his  boyhood  Edward  Shipp  attended 
the  public  schools  of  this  county  and  for  one 
summer  worked  in  the  foundry  at  Petersburg. 
In  IflU'-J  he  joined  his  half-brother,  Harry  Ijam- 
kin,  who  was  then  with  the  Cooper  &  Jackson 
circus  showing  in  Peiershnrg.  Two  years  pre- 
vious to  this  time  Mr.  Lamkin  put  the  first 
vaudeville  show  upon  the  road  and  our  subject 
went  with  him  as  doorkeeper,  but  they  were 
only  luit  a  few  weeko  as  that  venture  proved  un- 
sueccrisful  as  that  line  of  attraction  was  then 
loo  new  for  the  public.  On  the  19th  of  Sep- 
tember, ISS'i.  Mr.  Lamkin  secured  a  position 


f.ir  our  ¥ul)je(.-t  as  imss  driimnu'r  in  the  baiiJ  ' 
with  Cao])er  &  Jackson  circus,  which  was  a  1 
ivagon  load  show  and  traveled  south  ihrough  j 
Arkansiis  and  Texas.  That  winter  they  crossed  I 
the  Hio  Grande  and  traveled  by  train  through  I 
Mexico  and  wore  tjie  first  to  take  an  elcphaui  ' 
into  that  country.  This  animal  caused  so  niueli 
excitement  among  the  natives  that  the  troo]tf 
had  to  be  called  out  to  keep  them  away  from 
the  animals.  Ketuming  to  I,are<lo,  Texas,  ti.e 
company  traveled  by  wagon  through  that  stale 
and  came  north  as  far  as  Indian  Territory 
hut  were  not  allowed  to  exhibit  there.  While 
in  Kansas  in  the  spring  of  1883,  the  circus  at- 
tracted many  Indians  in  war  paint,  cow-lion's 
and  a  tough  element  generally. 

In  Dec-emher,  188;i,  Mr.  Lamkin  buih 
the  present  ring  barn  in  Petersburg 
and  that  winter  taught  our  subject  tn 
ride.  The  same  old  mechanical  arrange- 
ment which  he  u.scd  is  still  to  be  found 
in  the  barn  and  has  Iwen  used  in  teaching  a 
great  many  prominent  liare-hack  riders,  in- 
cluding the  Lowande  Brothers,  Cecil  and  Ale.x, 
and  also  Oscar,  who  have  become  famous  the 
world  over.  Here  other  noted  riders,  acrobats 
and  aerialists  have  also  learned  the  business. 
It  would  1)0  impossible  to  give  the  names  of 
all  the  prominent  performers  who  have  either 
learned  or  Improved  their  acts  nnder  the  guid- 
ance of  Mr.  Shipp. 

In  the  spring  of  1884  he  went  upon  the  road 
with  the  oldest  showman  in  the  world — P.  \. 
Older,  who  was  formerly  a  partner  of  P.  T. 
Barnum  and  who  afterward  sold  his  circus  to 
that  gentlciiian.  George  J.  Crane,  who  is  now 
a  prominent  insurance  man  of  Omaha,  was 
then  a  ]>artner  of  Mr.  Older  and  furnished  the 
money  to  carry  on  the  business.  On  the  6th 
of  January,  1885,  Mr.  Shipp  sailed  with  the 
Gardner.  Lamkin  &  Donovan's  Great  American 
circus  from  Xew  Orleans  to  South  America  and 
landed  first  at  Colon,  Isthmus  of  Panama,  work 
on  the  canal  being  then  in  progress.  They 
remained  there  eight  weeks  and  then  proceeded 
to  Kingston,  Jamaica,  where  they  spent  two 
wi'cks,  after  which  they  went  to  Clenfuegns, 
Cuba,  for  two  weeks.  They  next  visited  San- 
tiago and  Mr.  Shipp  well  remembers  how 
Moro  t'aslle  looked.     There  the  company  was 
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tlislniinJed  and  he  siiilod  for  Xew  York,  arriv- 
iiiy  thtTG  in  the  middle  of  March,  1885.  That 
.season  he  was  with  the  Frank  A,  Roblnns'  cir- 
cus, and  in  the  fall  of  1885  again  started  for 
South  America  with  the  circus  that  he  was  with 
tlie  previous  winter.  They  visited  Georgetown, 
iiritish  Guiana,  where  they  epent  two  weeks, 
fn>m  there  went  to  Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad, 
and  up  I^ake  Maracaibo  to  the  City  of  Maracai- 
1)0  in  northern  ^'enezuela,  where  they  gave  a 
jjerformanee  on  Christmas  day.  which  Mr. 
Slii]»p  said  was  the  hottest  day  he  ever  experi- 
enced. They  next  went  to  Carthagenia,  which  is 
one  of  the  oldest  cities  in  South  America  and  is 
surnnnuled  by  walls,  and  from  there  they  pro- 
ceeded to  the  Island  Cuarason  and  on  to  Colon 
on  the  fsthmus.  where  they  gave  a  sjiecial  per- 
formance at  the  home  of  Ferdinand  De  Lc^seps, 
tiie  French  engineer  who  was  then  the  prime 
nTover  in  the  construction  of  the  canai.  There 
Itr.  Lamkin  was  taken  ill  with  yellow  fever  and 
after  four  days'  sickness  died  in  February, 
IHSii.  being  buried  in  the  noted  cemetery  at 
Jlonkey  Hill.  Becoming  scared  and  disheart- 
ened the  company  then  sailed  for  Xew  York. 

Mr.  Shi]i))  was  next  with  Gardner  and  Nick 
Rolierts.  of  old  ITumpty  Dumpty  fame,  and  in 
tlie  capacity  of  bsre-back  rider  went  with  their 
circus  to  Nova  Scotia  on  a  sailing  vessel  from 
Y'amiouth,  stop|»ing  at  the  coast  towns  along 
the  way,  many  of  which  ])lai-es  had  never  had 
a  circus  Iwfore.  They  went  as  far  north  as 
Sidney,  Cape  Breton,  then  tn  Charlottestown, 
Prince  Edwards  Island  and  liack  tn  Xew  Bruns- 
wick and  down  tiirougli  Manic,  touring  the  New 
England  states  and  spending  three  weeks  at 
Park  Stpmre.  Boston.  The  following  fall  they 
again  went  to  South  America  and  Mr.  Shipi> 
rode  the  horse,*  owned  hy  Jlr.  LamkinV  widow. 
They  gave  (icrformanees  all  through  the  West 
India  Islands  and  at  the  city  of  Panama  he  con- 
tracted the  yellow  fever  but  having  witnessed 
many  eases  liefore  he  was  able  to  treat  it  suc- 
cessfully, though  he  was  ill  nt  the  Grand  Cen- 
tral Hotel  for  five  weeks,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  he  rejoined  the  circus.  While  at  Colon 
they  were  notifieil  that  a  rebellion  was  alxnit  to 
break  out  and  tlu'y  Just  escaped  before  the  town 
was  burned,  returning  to  Xew  York  in  J[ar<'h, 
18Sr.     That  year  Mr.  Shipp  was  wilh  two  dif- 


ferent sliows,  one  i^'ing  the  Huffman  circus. 
Returning  to  Petersburg  in  the  fall  of  1887, 
he  opened  his  winter  circus,  which  ho  has  con- 
ducted ever  since  with  the  exception  of  two 
winters  spent  in  Mexico.  In  the  spring  of 
1888  he  joined  Ringling  Brothers  at  Baraboo, 
Wisconsin,  and  toured  the  western  states  by 
wagon.  He  rode  with  Al  Ringling.  In  the 
fall  he  returned  home. 

On  the  21st  of  February,  188ft,  at  Philadel- 
phia, Mr.  Shipp  married  Miss  Julia  I^wande. 
who  was  bom  in  that  city.  December  2fi,  1871. 
and  is  a  daughter  of  Alexander  and  Virginia 
(Guering)  Lowande,  the  former  a  native  of 
Boston  and  the  latter  of  the  Island  of  .Taniaica, 
where  they  were  married.  Her  father  was  an 
old  circus  man  and  became  quite  wealthy,  own- 
ing a  large  circus  in  Brazil.  He  was  a  personal 
friend  of  Doni  P<'dro  the  former  em|>eror  of 
that  country.  He  died  at  Port-au-Prince,  Cuba, 
in  1882,  and  was  buried  there,  while  hie  wife's 
death  occurred  in  Peterslmrg,  Illinois,  August 
2;i,  1903,  and  she  was  laid  to  rest  in  Rose  Hill 
cemetery.  She  alwax's  accompanied  her  daugh- 
ter on  her  travels  up  to  the  time  of  the  iatter's 
marriage.  Mrs.  Shipp  has  two  brothers  who 
are  now  bare-back  riders  with  our  subject's  cir- 
cus. When  only  seven  years  old  she  was  also 
taught  to  ride  by  her  father  and  with  her 
parents  she  api)eare<l  before  the  public  until  her 
father's  death,  when  her  mother  retired,  hut  the 
daughter  has  continued  to  ride  up  to  the  pres- 
ent time.  In  1884  she  came  to  Petersburg  to 
visit  her  half-sister  Mrs.  I.anikin,  who  was  the 
widow  of  our  subject's  half-brother  and  it  was 
thus  that  the  young  jieople  became  acquainted. 
For  two  seasons  they  were  together  with  Mr. 
Lamkin's  circus,  hut  in  1886  Mrs.  Shipp 
toured  the  eastern  states  with  John  O'Brien's 
circus.  The  following  three  seasons  she  was 
with  Adam  Fori'paugh  and  after  her  marriage 
joined  Ringling  Brothers,  remaining  with  them 
during  the  season  of  1890  and  was  next  with 
Van  Amburgii,  louring  the  northwest  as  a 
wagon  show.  In  Xovember.  ISfll,  they  went  by 
rail  to  the  city  of  Mexico,  joining  Orrin  Broth- 
ers circus. 

On  the  4th  of  December.  1891,  at  Vera 
Cruz,  Jtr.  Shipp  tirnkc  his  leg  while  riding  in 
a  jockev  act.   and  a   few   days   later,  the  leg 
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bc'iug  put  in  a  plaster  frtf-t  by  a  Mexican  phy- 
sician, lie  started  for  the  city  of  Mexico,  but 
as  he  was  forced  to  ride  in  tlie  baggage  car 
the  rough  jolting  broke  the  cast  and  also  the 
leg  in  several  places.  He  could  feel  the  bones 
cutting  through  the  flesh  and  the  |)ain  was 
terrible  during  the  entire  trip.  The  winter 
had  passed  before  he  recovered,  during  which 
time  he  remained  in  the  city  of  Mexico.  The 
following  season  he  again  signed  with  Orrin 
Brothers  and  toured  the  entire  republic,  show- 
ing in  all  the  large  cities.  They  took  the  first 
train  going  over  the  road  between  the  city  of 
Mexico  and  Oaxaca.  In  ilarcli,  189!!,  Mr. 
Shipp  returned  to  the  United  States  and  joined 
the  F.  J.  Taylor  eircus  but  the  first  day  out, 
at  Malvern,  Iowa,  he  fell  and  broke  his  leg 
again  in  the  same  place,  thus  ending  his  career 
as  a  bare-back  rider  forever.  He  also  lost  both 
of  his  ring  horses  by  death  about  the  same 
time.  His  wife  continued  with  tlie  circus 
throughout  the  season  and  rode  one  of  the  com- 
[wny's  horses.  The  following  winter  was  spent 
in  Petersburg  and  in  the  spring  of  18i)4  they 
joined  the  Wood  Brothers  cireus.  During  the 
great  railroad  strike  in  Chicago  that  season, 
the  strikers  woidd  raise  the  side  walls  of  the 
tent  and  enter  without  paying.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Shipp  were  with  the  Eoyal  English  circus  and 
Water  Carnival  in  Chicago  and  in  the  fall  went 
to  Milwaukee  with  a  similar  show.  After  the 
winter  spent  in  Petersburg  they  joined  Ring- 
ling  Brothers  in  the  spring  of  18!'.'i  at  Tatter- 
fiall'fi  in  Chicago,  returning  home  in  the  fall. 
Their  daughter,  Virginia  .Tane,  was  born  April 
1!>,  ISyo,  and  that  season  Mrs.  Shipp  remained 
at  home  for  tlie  first  time  in  her  life,  hut  Mr. 
Shipp  joined  Wood  Brothers,  The  following 
fall  he  returned  home  and  again  opened  his 
winter  circus.  In  1897  they  joined  Ringling 
Brothers,  Mr.  Shipp  going  as  assistant  eques- 
trian dJR'c-tor  under  Al  Ringling.  and  ho  has 
remained  with  them  ever  since  in  the  same 
capacity.  In  18!)8  he  was  with  the  Roiiinson 
circus,  which  was  virtuallv  Ringling  Brothers 
property,  being  leased  by  them  during  the  sea- 
son of  1898.  In  1902  he  was  with  Ringling 
Brothers  and  the  following  two  seasons  was 
with  Forepaugh  &  Sells  Brothers,  with  which 
show  he  will  remain  during  the  season  of  1905 


as  equestrian  director.  This  is  the  seventli 
annual  tour  of  his  own  eireus,  known  as  Shipp's 
Indoor  circus,  which  gives  perfornianc-es  in  the 
theaters  of  the  'large  cities  and  is  composed  of 
first  class  performers. 

In  his  ijolitieal  views  Mr.  Shipp  is  a  Demo- 
crat and  in  his  fraternal  relations  he  is  a  Ma- 
son, having  joined  the  order  about  five  years 
ago  and  holding  membership  in  Clinton  lodge, 
Xo.  19,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Petcrshurg.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Benevolent  Protective 
Order  of  Elks  at  Port  Huron,  Michigan,  and 
the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Mo<lern  Wood- 
men of  America.  Mrs.  Shipp  is  a  lady  of  cul- 
ture and  refinement  and  one  would  harrlly 
recognize  her  in  the  tinsel  and  glare  of  the 
arena  as  she  apj>ears  in  her  thrilling  bare-back 
riding  as  the  same  modest,  retiring  wife  and 
mother  in  the  home.  Xotwithstanding  her  ex- 
tensive travels  and  the  excitement  of  ap]>carlng 
before  the  api)lauding  public  she  loves  the  quiet 
life  of  her  little  home  in  Petersburg  and  she 
and  her  husband  have  many  friends  here,  be- 
ing held  in  the  highest  regard  not  only  by  the 
citizens  of  Petersburg  but  by  the  people  of 
Menard  eounty  in  general.  This  has  been  the 
winter  home  of  a  great  many  people  of  recog- 
nized prominence  in  the  circus  profession  and 
tliis  is  largely  due  to  the  popularity  of  ilr, 
Shipp.  Possibly  no  one  in  the  business  lias  a 
wider  acquaintance  or  warmer  friends  than  be. 
He  is  a  man  of  shrewd,  keen  judgment  and  is 
cool  and  collected  while  handling  performances. 
but  be  always  has  a  friendly  smile  and  a  kind  - 
word  for  all.  It  is  a  noticeable  fact  that  his 
presence  in  the  arena  is  an  encouragement  to 
performers  and  should  they  happen  to  make 
a  mistake  in  tbeir  daring  feats  or  an  unsuceesii- 
ful  attempt  in  the  act,  his  kindly  smile  and 
word  of  elieer  seems  to  imbue  them  with  a  desire 
to  excel  and  hence  his  wonderful  success. 


J.  C.  SHORT. 


One  of  the  valuable  farming  properties  for 
which  ^lenard  county  is  noted  is  in  possession 
of  J.  C.  Short,  the  most  enterprising  agricul- 
turist and  one  whose  sneeess  is  well  deserved, 
for  in  bim  are  embraced  the  characteristics  of 
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an  unal)ating  t-ucrgy,  inflexible  integrity  and 
stnmg  purpose.  He  is,  moreover,  one  of  tlie 
olde;:!  native  sons  of  this  part  of  the  state, 
his  liirth  having  occurred  May  17,  IH'H,  upon 
the  farm  where  he  now  resides.  He  is  a  son 
of  William  B.  and  Tabitha  (Manner)  Short, 
botii  of  whom  are  natives  of  Kentucky,  The 
father  spent  his  early  life  in  that  state,  was 
reari'd  to  the  occupation  of  farming  and  al- 
ways followed  that  pursuit  as  a  life  work.  He 
left  Kentucky  in  order  to  become  a  ri-sident 
of  Illinois,  settling  in  St.  Clair  county,  where 
he  remained  for  a  year  and  a  half  and  then 
removed  in  1819  to  a  farm  now  occupied  by 
Ills  son  J,  ('.  Short,  Upon  this  place  he  live<l 
until  his  death  and  when  he  was  called  away 
it  bore  little  reseniblanc-e  to  the  tract  of  land 
which  came  into  his  possession.  His  farm  was 
at  first  a  wild  and  unimproved  region,  hardly 
a  furrow  having  boen  turned  when  it  came 
into  his  possession,  but  soon  the  track  of  the 
shining  plow  was  seen  across  the  fields  and  in 
due  e<nirse  of  time  the  planting  of  the  swd 
was  followed  by  the  gathering  of  rich  harvests. 
Mr.  Short  was  a  man  of  more  than  average 
education  for  his  day  and  because  of  his  in- 
tellectual force  and  his  high  character  worth 
he  c\crt(H]  strong  influence  in  his  connuunity, 
which  was  always  given  in  Iwhalf  of  justice, 
truth  and  improvement.  He  was  numbered 
among  the  more  highly  res[H'cted  of  the  old 
settlers  of  llenard  county  and  his  dcatli.  which 
oct'urred  in  181(5,  was  the  occasion  of  ividi'- 
,s])read  and  deep  regret  in  this  part  of  the 
state.  He  married  Sliss  Tal>itha  Manner  and 
they  iH'came  the  parents  of  four  sons  and  thre<' 
dnngbters.  all  of  whom  are  dec-eai^ed  with  the 
exception  of  J,  C,  Short  and  his  brother  Wil- 
liam P.,  who  is  now  liviug  at  the  age  of 
eighty-five  years  in  the  enjoyment  of  good 
health,  making  his  home  upon  a  farm  in  Mason 
county,  Illinois, 

In  the  early  district  schools  of  Menard  coun- 
ty J,  C,  Short  obtained  his  education  and  when 
he  had  pnt  aside  his  tcxtbm)ks  he  continued 
u|ion  the  farm  with  his  father  until  he  had 
reached  the  age  of  twenty-six  years.  He  then 
made  |)repnration  for  having  a  home  of  his 
own  and  was  married  on  the  27lh  of  Decem- 
ber, 1849.  to  Mi.«s  Eli^a  Wilcox,  who  was  born 


October  17,  i>il7.  The  young  couple  removed 
to  ]tIason  county,  where  Mr,  Short  carried  on 
general  farming  for  fourteen  or  fifteen  years. 
They  then  returned  fo  Menard  county  and 
purchased  the  old  Short  homestead,  upon  which 
he  yet  resides.  He  is  one  of  the  honored  pio^ 
uwr  residents  of  the  county  and  is  a  great 
friend  of  Jeff  Johnson,  anotber  venerable  citi- 
zen of  this  part  of  the  state.  They  were  school- 
mates and  playmates  in  youth  and  as  they 
grew  up  lM?came  i)artniTs  in  many  business 
enterprises,  buying  stock  in  the  north  which 
they  drove  to  this  county.  In  business  as  weii 
as  in  social  life  their  relatione  have  continued 
mutually  pleasant  and  agreeable  and  few  men 
are  better  informed  concerning  pioneer  his- 
tory in  this  part  of  the  state  than  Mr,  Short 
and  Mr.  Johnson. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Short  became  the  parents  of 
thrie  children,  but  none  are  now  living,  John 
C.,  who  was  born  in  1S.51,  died  in  1H53,  and 
one  son  died  in  infancy.  The  daughter,  Marj 
Clarinda,  born  Angust  i'i,  1852,  married  Joseph 
Kincaid  and  removed  to  California,  where  she 
died  January  11),  1900.  She  had  three  chil- 
dren, two  sons,  Harrj'  E.  and  D.  Hoy,  and  a 
daughter,  Uutb  Eliza.  The  sons  are  now  iden- 
tified with  the  mining  industry  of  tlie  west  and 
the  daughter  is  visiting  Mr,  Short,  having  come 
from  California  at  his  re<picst,  he  desiring 
that  she  shiudil  make  her  home  with  him  in 
biii  declining  yeai-s,  for  in  1900  be  lost  his 
wife  who.  on  the  18th  of  October  of  that  year 
was  called  to  her  final  rest.  They  had  long 
traveled  life's  journey  together  with  marked 
ilevotion  ti>  eai'b  other  and  a  most  congenial 
cinnpanionshi]!  existed  between  them. 

Mr,  Short  has  fre<]uently  been  solicited  to 
acec])t  public  olTice  by  his  fellow  townsmen  who 
have  recognized  his  worth  and  ability,  but  lie 
has  always  declined  to  serve,  preferring  to  do 
his  duty  as  a  private  citizen.  Although  he  has 
reached  the  eightieth  milestone  on  life's  jour- 
ney he  ia  still  a  hale  and  hearty  old  man. 
Old  age  need  not  suggest  as  a  matter  of  course 
helj>les.''ness  or  want  of  occupation.  Mr.  Short 
is  still  deeply  interested  in  affairs  concerning 
his  county  and  its  welfare  and  throughout  the 
long  years  of  his  nianlKHid  has  endorsed  every 
measure  which  he  has  liclieved  would  contrib- 
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uto  to.  jreneral  progress  and  improveniont.  His 
business  affairs  have  been  capably  managed 
and  he  now  owns  a  fine  farm.  aItiiou<;h  at  a 
recent  date  ho  suffered  the  loss  of  his  large 
ham  and  critts  throitgh  fire.  He  still,  however, 
has  a  valuable  property  and  it  is  the  visible 
evidence  of  his  life  of  thrift  and  energy. 


THOMAS  P.  REEP. 

Tliomas  P,  Recp  is  actively  connected  with 
a  profession  which  baa  important  bearing  upon 
the  progress  and  stable  prosperity  of  any  sec- 
tion or  community  and  one  which  has  long 
been  considered  as  eon^ierwing  the  public  wel- 
fare by  furthering  the  ends  of  justice  and 
maintaining  individual  rights.  In  the  practice 
of  law  in  Petersburg  he  has  demonstrated  his 
ability  to  cope  with  intricate  problems  of  juris- 
prudence and  now  has  a  large  clientage. 

He  was  Iwrn  in  TJttle  Grove  precinct. 
Menard  county,  on  the  3d  of  October,  1870, 
and  is  a  son  of  Eli  and  Annie  Bock  (Dowell) 
Roop,  the  former  a  native  of  Xew  .Albany,  In- 
diana, and  the  latter  of  Little  drove  precinct, 
His  paternal  grandfather,  Philip  Reep,  was  a 
native  of  North  Carolina.  The  family  is  of 
Holland  lineage  and  was  foundetl  in  America 
by  William  Reep,  the  great-grandfather  of 
,  Thomas  P.  Reep.  who  crossed  the  .Atlantic  in 
a  sailing  vessel  and  established  his  home  in 
North  Carolina  in  colonial  days.  He  settled 
in  what  is  now  Lincoln  county  and  the  town 
of  Rec[)sville  was  named  in  honor  of  the  fami- 
ly. Representatives  of  the  name  fought  for 
tliP  independence  of  the  nation  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war.  and  loyalty  in  citizenship  has  ever 
been  one  of  the  salient  characteristics  of  the 
family.  liCaving  the  south,  Philip  Reep  re- 
moved to  Indiana  during  the  pioneer  epoch  in 
the  history-  of  that  state  and  followed  the  oc- 
cupation of  farrninii  there  until  his  life's  la- 
bors were  ended  in  death. 

Eli  Reep.  father  of  our  subject,  came  to 
Jfenard  county  when  seventeen  years  of  age 
and  followeil  fanning  in  Little  Grov<>  precinct. 
He  devoted  his  eneri'ics  to  the  tilling  of  the 
soil  until  after  the  inauguration  of  the  Civil 
war,  when  he  put  aside  the  plow  and  shoul- 


dered the  musket.  The  blood  of  Rcvolutioiiarv- 
sires  flowed  in  his  veins,  and  he  resolved  to 
strike  a  blow  in  defense  of  the  L'nion  which 
his  ancestors  had  aided  in  establishing.  It 
was  in  18C2  that  he  joined  Company  K,  One 
Hundred  and  Sixth  Illinois  Infantry,  with 
which  he  served  until  the  close  of  the  war, 
when  he  was  honorably  dischai^red  and  re- 
turned home  with  a  creditable  military  record. 
He  had  done  his  full  duty  as  a  soldier  upon  a 
nuniiKT  of  southern  battle-fields  and  was  un- 
faltering in  his  allegiance  to  the  old  flag, 
.After  his  return  to  Petersburg  he  was  marriefl 
to  Miss  Annie  Beck  Dowell  and  is  still  living 
in  Little  Grove  precinct,  where  for  many  years 
he  has  successfully  carried  on  agricultural  pur- 
suits. He  has  been  active  and  influential  in 
public  affairs,  and  his  fellow  citizens  have 
chosen  him  for  the  office  of  county  assessor  and 
treasurer,  the  duties  of  which  were  discharged 
by  him  with  promptness  and  fidelity. 

Upon  the  home  farm  Thomas  P.  Reep  spent 
the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth,  working  in 
the  fields  through  the  months  of  summer  and 
thus  gaining  practical  knowledge  of  the  va- 
rious departments  of  agricultural  life.  He  at- 
tended the  public  schools,  and  when  he  had 
mastered  the  branches  therein  taught  he  en- 
tered the  Northern  Indiana  Normal  College  at 
Valparaiso.  Indiana,  where  he  pursued  the 
teachers'  course.  Suliscquently  he  returned  to 
Menard  county,  where  he  engaged  in  teaching 
for  one  term  and  for  two  terms  in  Mason 
<ounty.  He  then  returned  to  A^'alparaiso. 
where  he  completed  the  scientific  course,  being 
graduates!  with  the  class  of  ISOO.  Again  com- 
ing to  Menard  county,  he  resum<'d  teaching. 
and  his  leisure  hours  were  devoted  to  the  study 
of  law.  He  completed  his  law  studies  in  the 
office  of  Hon.  Edward  Thinning,  and  in  ISH.') 
WHS  admitted  to  the  bar.  He  continued  teach- 
ing, however,  for  three  years,  and  was  a  capa- 
ble educator,  imparting  readily  and  concisely 
to  others  the  knowlcflgc  that  he  had  acquired. 
On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  o|)ened  a 
law  office  in  Petersburg,  in  June,  1838,  and  has 
since  practieeil,  with  constantly  growing  suc- 
cess. He  has  now  a  large  and  gratifying  client- 
age, which  connects  him  with  much  of  the  im- 
portant  litigation   tried   in   the  courts  of   bis 


THOMAS  P.  HEEI". 


>,  Google 


>,  Google 


PAST  AND    I'HESEXT    OF    ME-NAKD    COfXTV 


379 


dietriet,  aud  in  his  practice  he  is  noted  for 
tiioroTigh  and  systematic  preparation  while 
his  presentation  of  his  cause  is  lucid,  his  rea- 
,1011  clear  and  cogent.  He  was  uity  attorney  for 
one  term  and  was  elected  state's  attorney  of 
his  county  by  the  largest  majority  ever  given 
to  any  candidate  on  the  Republican  ticket.  He 
has  also  been  president  of  the  board  of  educa- 
tion and  withholds  his  support  from  no  move- 
ment which  tends  to  advance  the  material,  in- 
tellectual and  moral  progress  of  the  county. 

In  May,  1895,  Mr.  Keep  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Laura  Shipp,  of  Menard  county, 
a  daughter  of  Rolla  Shipp,  one  of  the  early 
and  prominent  residents  of  the  county.  There 
has  been  born  to  them  three  children:  Alice 
May.  Anna  Ituth  and  Philip  T.,  hut  they  lost 
ii'cir  si-cond  daughter.  Mr.  Keep  belongs  to  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  fraternity.  In  a  profes- 
sion where  advancement  depends  upon  indi- 
vidual merit  he  has  worked  his  way  upward, 
developing  his  native  powers,  and  through  his 
close  application  and  earnest  purpose  gaining 
a  desirable  position  as  a  strong  and  forceful 
f;\i'tor  in  legal  circles. 


TIU'MAX  r.  POXD. 
Truman  C.  Pond,  who  has  a  wide  and  favor- 
able aciiuaintance  in  Menard  counly.  was  one 
of  the  honored  veterans  of  the  Civil  war  and  in 
matters  of  citizenship  is  equally  loyal  at  the 
present  day.  His  hirth  occurred  in  this  county, 
Octo!>er  6,  1842,  his  parents  !)eing  Samuel  S. 
and  Emily  (Dufer)  Pond.  The  father  was 
Utrn  in  Oneida  county.  New  York,  August  9, 
1816.  and  the  mother  was  a  native  of  the  same 
locality.  They  were  marvie*!  in  the  Empire 
state  in  IS.'IT  and  soon  afterward  started  for 
Illinois  in  company  with  his  parents,  it  being 
the  desire  of  Santnd  b  Pond  to  make  a  'iome 
for  himself  in  the  new  west  He  locattd  in 
^leuard  count*  and  hit.  father  entered  land 
from  the  gomnment  and  gave  to  him  eight\ 
acres  on  which  he  and  his  bride  began  their 
domestic  tif  He  applied  himself  with  great 
diligence  to  the  de\(.lopinent  of  his  proptrt\ 
and  subsequently  when  his  labors  had  brought 
to  him  a  good  financial  return,  he  purchased 


more  land  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  the 
owner  of  two  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  When 
it  came  into  liis  possession  it  was  wild  prairie, 
but  his  efforts  transformed  it  into  a  very  rich 
and  valuable  tract.  His  first  house  was  built 
from  logs,  which  he  hewed  in  the  forest,  and 
it  was  in  that  pioneer  cabin  that  Truman  C. 
Pond  was  born.  In  ante-bellum  days  Samuel 
S.  Pond  was  a  stanch  abolitionist  and  his  home 
was  n  station  on  the  famous  underground  rail- 
roail,  wherehy  many  negroes  were  assisted  on 
their  way  northward  to  freedom.  He  voted 
with  the  Whig  party  until  the  organization  of 
the  new  l{e])ublican  party,  when  he  joined  its 
ranks  and  liecame  a  most  earnest  supporter  of 
Lincoln  and  Hamlin.  From  the  time  of  his 
removal  to  the  west  until  within  six  years  prior 
to  his  death,  he  continued  to  lead  a  strenuous 
life  upon  the  farm,  working  earnestly  and  per- 
sistently in  the  acquirement  of  a  comfortable 
comiietenec.  He  held  membership  in  the  Pres- 
byterian church  and  took  an  active  part  in  its 
work,  served  as  one  of  its  elders  and  did  every- 
thing in  his  power  to  proiiiote  the  growth  and 
extend  the  influeni*c  of  his  church.  He  died  ai 
Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  June  9,  1!)04.  His  first 
wife  passed  away  November  3,  185;J.  Their 
children  were:  Adeline,  who  was  bom  June 
12,  1838,  and  is  now  deceased;  Charles  H.,  who 
was  horn  Septenilwr  6,  1840,  and  died  August 
].t,  1843;  Truman  C;  Henry  K.,  who  was 
born  January  2,  1845.  and  died  Xovember  4, 
1878 ;  Jasper  N.,  who  was  bom  March  28,  1847, 
and  died  Fcbruan,-  2G,  1848;  Frances  and 
Franklin,  twins,  who  were  born  June  7,  1S52, 
and  died  in  infancy;  and  another  child  that 
died  jn  infancy.  After  losing  his  first  wife 
Mr.  Pond  was  again  married,  his  second  union 
being  with  Hester  Darreil,  and  they  hecanie 
the  parents  of  seven  children,  hnt  only  two  are 
now  living:  Mrs.  Hottie  Christianson,  who  re- 
sides at  Duncan,  Mississippi;  and  Samuel  S., 
who  is  now  living  at  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

In  taking  up  the  personal  history  of  Truman 
C.  Ponil  we  present  to  our  readers  the  life 
record  of  one  who  is  widely  and  favorably 
known  in  Menard  county,  where  he  has  long 
made  his  home.  He  was  not  yet  nineteen  years 
of  age  when  on  the  1st  of  Augiist,  1861,  he 
enlisted  at  Petersburg  in  defense  of  the  Union 
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as  a  Dieiiilmr  of  Company  A,  Twenty -eighth 
Illinois  Infantry.  He  was  discliarged  iSeptem- 
ber  4,  18G2,  on  account  of  disability,  hai'in^ 
been  wounded  in  the  battle  of  Shiloli.  On  Fri- 
day, April  4,  1863,  the  enemy  sent  out  a  bri- 
gade to  test  the  position  of  the  Union  troops. 
General  Ilurlbut's  division  was  then  put  in 
line  and  nioved  forward  to  niwt  the  advancing 
rebel  column.  The  night  was  dark  and  the 
roads  were  muddy,  but  there  occurred  some 
heavy  firing  for  a  short  time,  after  which  the 
rebels  fell  back.  The  Twent\'H?ighth  Illinois 
Regiment  moved  out  to  the  division  for  a  mite 
and  a  half  and  then  returned  to  catiip.  Early 
on  Sunday  morning  on  the  (ith  of  -\pril,  the 
regiment  was  called  out  by  the  long  roll  and 
marched  a  mile  to  the  front,  where  it  was 
assigned  to  a  position  on  the  left  of  the  line 
in  a  peach  orchard.  The  enemy  iniiuediatelj 
fired  upon  this  regiment,  but  was  repulsed  with 
heavy  loss.  The  Twenty-eighth  held  its  posi- 
tion under  great  odds  from  eight  o'clock  in 
the  morning  until  three  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon. When  the  battle  had  been  on  for  an 
hour  General  Grant  and  his  stati  rode  up  and 
instructed  the  Twenty-eighth  to  hold  its  [losl- 
tion  at  all  hazzards.  This  it  did  until  ordered 
hack  by  General  Hurlhut,  who  commanded  the 
oUl  lighting  Fourth  Division.  The  regiment 
lost  heavily  in  killed  and  wounded,  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Ki  I  pa  trick  being  among  the  killed, 
while  Major  B.  C.  Oillam  was  badly  woundea 
in  the  left  shoulder  and  his  horse  was  killed. 
Adjutant  J.  B.  Meade  was  mortally  wounded  in 
that  conflict  and  his  horse  was  shot  from  un- 
iler  him.  Mr.  Pond  was  struck  by  a  minnie 
hall  and  buck  shot  pierced  his  left  hand  and 
wrist.  He  was  also  wounded  in  the  left  shoul- 
der, where  the  ball  still  remains.  He  lay  on 
eornnacks  on  a  traus])ort  in  Tcjincssi'o  river 
for  about  three  weeks  and  was  then  taken  up 
the  Missiasippi  river  to  Quiney,  Illinois,  where 
he  remained  in  the  hospital  until  September, 
and  because  of  his  injuries  he  was  honorably 
discharged  and  returned  home.  For  tliree  years 
thereafter  he  was  a  great  sufferer  as  his  wounds 
did  not  heal.  At  length,  however,  he  recov- 
en'd  his  henlth  and  turned  his  attention  to 
Hgricnltural  pursuits. 

On  the  8th  of  February.  186G.  Mr.  Pond  was 


united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Catherine  J.,  a 
daughter  of  James  ajid  Sarah  (Hornback) 
Killion.  Her  parents  were  both  natives  of 
Kentucky  and  came  to  Illinois  with  their  re- 
spective parents.  Her  father,  who  was  ijom 
in  1820,  died  in  1888,  and  his  wife,  whose 
birth  occurred  in  1822,  died  October  31,  1901. 
In  his  boyhood  days  he  accompanied  his  [la- 
rents  to  Illinois  and  afterward  entered  g()vem- 
ment  land,  breaking  the  wild  prairie  and  fell- 
ing the  tindjor  witli  which  he  built  a  log  house. 
It  was  ill  that  pioneer  cabin  that  Mrs.  Pond 
was  Imrn.  It  continued  the  family  resideni-e 
for  some  time,  but  was  afterward  replaced  by 
a  substantial  frame  residence,  in  which  Mr. 
Killion  spent  his  remaining  days.  He  suffered 
many  of  the  hardships  and  trials  incident  to 
pioneer  life,  but  as  the  years  passed  prosiK-rity 
crowned  his  efforts  and  at  the  time  of  his  ileaih 
he  was  the  owner  of  tiiree  hundretl  and  forty 
acres  of  valuable  land,  from  which  he  derived 
a  good  income.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were 
active  and  consistent  members  of  the  Cuml>er- 
land  Presbyterian  church,  in  which  ho  served 
as  deacon  for  many  years.  In  their  family 
were  ten  children,  of  whom  fix'c  are  now  liv- 
ing :  Robert  H.,  who  was  bom  August  'J4, 
1844,  and  is  married  and  resides  in  Oklahoma; 
Mrs.  Pond,  born  Dec'cmher  2.  184f!;  Jlaria,  who 
was  bom  October  2fi,  18.'>1.  and  is  the  wife 
of  E.  P.  Denton,  of  Iowa;  Thomas  W..  who 
was  born  February  27,  18j3,  and  is  now  mar- 
ried and  resides  in  Menard  county;  and  .Amery 
K.,  who  was  born  April  21,  ISGa.  and  is  mar- 
ried and  lives  in  Oklahoma. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Pond  turned  his  at- 
tention to  general  farming  and  trading  in  stock. 
He  made  many  trips  to  Missouri  to  buy  eatile, 
which  he  drove  overland  to  Menard  county 
and  here  fattened  for  the  market.  He  con- 
tinued in  active  farming  operations  until  18SI, 
when  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  butcher- 
ing business  and  the  shipping  of  stock,  in 
which  he  now  continues,  making  Greenview  his 
hcadijuarters.  His  business  interests  have 
reached  extensive  and  profitable  proportions, 
making  him  one  of  the  leading  representatives 
of  the  stock  industry  in  Menard  county. 

I^nto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pond  have  been  bom 
seven   children:       Francis  N.,  who  was  horn 
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Xoveiiilior  l>,  IBfiO;  Theron  Ellis,  who  whs  Ixirii 
August  24,  187a,  and  died  January  1,  187^; 
Tuey  E.,  who  was  bora  January  ^4,  18(4,  and 
is  now  married  and  resides  in  Menard  county; 
Bertha  E.,  who  was  born  March  28,  1875,  and 
is  married  and  lives  in  Utah;  ilenry  E.,  who 
was  born  \oveini)er  4,  1877,  and  is  now  at- 
tending law  school  at  Champaign,  Illinois; 
Jennie  E.,  who  was  born  February  m,  1685, 
and  dieil  on  the  7t!i  of  August,  following;  and 
Phyllis  ![.,  who  was  born  December  27,  1894, 
and  died  February  (>.  18y3, 

yiT.  Pond  has  been  quite  active  and  influen- 
tial in  [mblic  alfairs  and  his  inflncnce  has  ever 
been  exerted  in  l>eha]f  of  jiublie  progn'ss  and 
improvement,  lie  bus  served  as  president  of 
tlie  town  Iward  for  aliout  thirteen  years,  and 
was  fdling  that  position  when  the  waterworks 
system  was  installed,  lie  giving  personal  snper- 
vision  to  that  work  in  large  measure.  He  lias 
MTved  as  secretary  of  the  iKiard  of  education 
for  two  or  three  terms  ami  endorses  every  niovc- 
rnent  which  he  believes  will  contribute  to  the 
^iMcial  giiod.  while  already  his  efforts  along 
rnmiy  lines  l:nvi'  proved  bencHcial  to  his  town 
and  county.  Fraternally  lie  is  connected  witli 
the  Odd  Fellows  Society,  has  passed  through 
all  the  chairs  of  tlie  local  lodge  and  ha*  been 
a  deiegatc  to  the  grand  lodge.  He  also  belongs 
to  till'  lirand  Army  of  tlie  tteimblic.  has  filled 
all  the  otKees  of  the  post  and  has  l>een  a  ilelc- 
gate  to  the  state  encampment.  His  activity 
along  tnany  lines  touching  general  progress  and 
improvement  have  nLadi>  hini  a  representative 
and  valued  citizen  of  Menard  county  and  he 
has  iiintrilmted  in  no  unimportant  nusisure  to 
the  sulstantial  imiirnvemeiit  and  to  the  eom- 
niereial.  intelK-ctual  and  material  development 
of  this  part  of  the  state. 


JAMES  S.  MILES. 
James  S.  Miles,  a  son  of  James  and  Anna 
Miles,  who  are  residents  of  Petersburg  and  are 
mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  volunie.  was  the 
fourth  in  a  family  of  five  children  and  was 
born  January  16,  185!),  UjKin  fhe  farm  where 
his  father  now  resides.  There  he  was  reared. 
No  event  of  special  importance  occurred  to  vary 
the  routine  of  farm  life  for  him  in  his  vonth. 


He  pursued  his  education  in  the  Barclay  school 
and  Petersburg  high  school,  and  when  he  had 
completed  the  course  he  engaged  in  teaching, 
first  in  country  schools  and  afterward  in  Pe- 
tersburg, being  identifie<l  with  its  educational 
interests  for  a  year. 

At  tlie  end  of  that  time  Mr.  Miles  was  mar- 
ried, Jlareh  1.  1882,  to  Miss  Xellie  Purkapile, 
a  daughter  of  James  Purliapile.  Mrs.  Miles 
came  into  possession  of  the  farm  on  which 
they  now  reside  and  they  still  have  the  original 
deed  to  this  land,  signed  by  John  .\dams.  Her 
grandfather,  John  I'urlcapile,  olitained  the  land 
from  the  government  and  at  his  death  his  estate 
was  divided  among  his  children  and  a  part  of 
it  was  inheriled  by  the  father  ol  ilrs.  Miles 
and  in  turn  came  into  her  possession.  The 
land  just  across  the  road  was  formerly  the  prop- 
erty of  Judge  Harrison,  who  was  iiom  upon 
tlie  place.  'I'he  name  Purkapile  is  of  German 
lineage  and  tiie  family  were  Pennsylvania  Ger- 
man people  connected  with  the  Keystone  state 
in  a  very  early  period  in  its  development.  John 
Purkapile  married  Mary  EUen  Boyer  and  died 
October  4,  IS40.  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years, 
four  months  and  sixteen  days.  The  graiid- 
iiiother  of  Mrs.  Miles  reached  the  very  advanced 
aged  of  ninety-thrL-e  years.  James  Purkapile, 
the  father  of  Mrs.  Miles,  was  horn  in  Oreen 
county.  Kentucky,  September  7,  1812,  and  was 
first  liiarried  March  18,  18;i;),  to  Polly  Goldsby, 
a  native  of  Illinois,  who  died  October  28,  1835. 
The  children  of  that  union  are  deceased.  Eliz- 
abeth, bom  September  IS),  ia;i4.  died  May  21, 
18;tli,  On  till-  5th  of  September,  18:in,  Mr. 
Purkapile  married  Jenctte  Nance,  who  was  also 
ii  native  of  Illinois,  and  died  November  2,  18.)8. 
There  were  ten  cliililren  by  this  marriage: 
ElizalK'tb,  twini  September  1!).  18;(4,  dietl  on  the 
21st  of  May,  18:i6.  in  her  third  year. 
William  K.  was  born  July  2;i,  1837.  Nelson 
was  born  Septomher  18,  183!).  Sarah  Jane 
was  lK)rn  January  17.  1842.  John,  horn  May 
5.  1844.  was  a  soldier  of  the  One  Hundred 
and  P'ourteentli  Illinois  Infantry  and  was 
wounded  hut  recovered  and  is  now  living  at 
Waggoner,  Montgomery  county,  HIiiioisj.  where 
he  is  tilling  the  position  of  ]>ostiiiasler,  Eton, 
iMirn  August  2-i.  1847,  dieil  while  in  the  serv- 
ice of  his  c-ountry  during  tlie  Civil  war.     Mari- 
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ette,  born  June  3, 1849,  died  January,  23,  1850. 
Charles,  Liom  July  2'i,  ISH'-i,  is  now  living  in 
Nevada,  Missouri.  Emma,  born  July  25,  1850, 
is  the  wife  of  W.  B.  Spears  Hnd  resides  in 
Homewood,  Kansas.  Annette,  born  November 
1,  1858,  married  Tliomas  Eutledge  and  died 
November  24,  1887.  For  his  tbird  wife  Mr. 
Purkapile  married  Mrs.  Catherine  (Houghton) 
Nance,  who  was  also  born  in  Green  county, 
Keutiicky,  October  14,  1817,  and  died  March 
22,  1892.  The  only  child  by  tliis  union  Avas 
Nellie,  who  was  bom  Decemlwr  25,  1860,  and 
is  now  the  wife  of  Mr.  Miles.  Mr.  Purkapile 
lived  upon  the  farm  now  occupied  by  our  sub- 
ject and  bis  wife  and  there  died  on  the  19th 
oE  January,  1878.  On  coming  to  Illinois  Mrs. 
Miles'  maternal  grandparents  located  on  Roek 
creek. 

Mrs.  Miles  acquired  her  education  in  the 
common  schools  at  Walnut  Kidge.  By  her 
marriage  she  became  the  mother  of  three  chil- 
dren but  the  eldest  died  in  infancy,  James 
S.,  born  June  5,  1888,  is  now  attending  school 
at  Petersburg,  being  in  the  second  year  in 
the  high  school.  Anna  Catherine,  the  young- 
est, was  born  June  5,  1903. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miles  hold  memhorshlp 
in  the  Christian  church  and  he  votes  with  the 
Republican  party.  He  carries  on  general 
farming,  now  owning  over  three  hundred  and 
thirty-two  acres,  and  is  also  engaged  in  feed- 
ing and  shipping  cattle.  He  has  heen  quite 
prosperous  in  his  business  affairs  and  most  of 
his  success  has  been  attained  through  bard 
labor.  His  property  is  now  valuable,  giving 
evidence  of  his  careful  supervision  in  the  many 
modem  improvements  he  has  placed  upon  it. 


J.  N.  HALL. 


J.  N.  Hali,  deceased,  was  a  worthy  repre- 
sentative of  one  of  the  old  and  prominent  fam- 
ilies of  Menard  county.  He  was  bora  in  Law- 
rence county,  Ohio,  June  10,  IHIG.  and  was 
the  fourth  in  order  of  birth  in  a  family  of 
fourteen  children,  whose  parents  were  Klisha 
and  Xancv  (Overstreet)  Hall.  In  18-^7  tbey 
brought  their  family  to  lilinol:;  and  located 
in  Menard  couutv  when  this  ]iart  of  the  stale 
was  still  comprised   within   the  Iwundaries  of 


Sangamon  county.  Here  the  father  died  on 
the  S2d  of  September,  1838,  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
four  years,  while  his  wife,  surviving  him  a 
number  of  years,  passed  away  May  1,  1S62. 
She   was   born   in   Bedford    county,    A^irgiuia.  [ 

in  17!i;i.  Both  were  members  of  the  Metho- 
dist church  and  she  exerted  great  influence 
as  a  i)reacher  and  was  looked  upon  almost 
as  a  waint.  Throughout  their  residence  in  this 
state  they  lived  upon  the  farm  now  occupied 
by  their  gran d da ugi iters  Delia  and  Ella  Hall 
and  which  comprises  five  hundred  acres  of  the 
rich  land  of  this  part  of  Ilhnois. 

J.  N.  Hall  spent  the  first  eleven  years  of 
his  life  in  Ohio  and  then  accompanied  his  pa- 
rents on  their  removal  to  Hlinois.  so  that  he 
was  reared  in  Ifenard  county,  spending  his 
A'outh  here  amid  the  wild  scones  of  frontier 
life  and  sharing  with  the  family  in  all  the 
hardships  and  trials  that  fall  to  the  lot  of 
those  who  establish  homes  in  a  frontier  dis- 
trict. His  education  was  mainly  acquired  in 
a  log  schoolhouse  of  a  very  primitive  charac- 
ter, but  he  was  a  rapid  scholar  and  became  a 
fine  penman. 

When  he  had  reached  adult  age  Mr.  Hall 
was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  Parker,  of  Menard 
county,  the  wedding  being  celebrated  April  IT. 
1842.  She  was  born  in  Bush  county.  Indiana. 
November  4.  1824,  and  was  a  daughter  of 
Solomon  Parker,  who  was  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  Menard  county,  locating  on  Rock  creek  at 
an  early  day.  Mrs.  Hall  was  related  to  the 
MeCartys,  a  wealthy  and  influential  family  of 
Mason  county.  Illinois. 

Politically  Mr.  Hall  was  a  Democrat  and 
was  regarded  as  one  of  the  anient  supporters 
of  the  party  in  his  locality,  having  filled  all 
of  the  local  offices.  He  kept  well  informed 
on  the  questions  and  issues  of  the  day  and  was 
thus  enabled  to  give  intelligent  reason  for  his 
political  faith.  His  business  career  was  com- 
mendable, for  he  placed  his  dependence  upon 
the  substantial  qualities  of  energy  and  unfal- 
tering diligence,  and  n|M)n  that  foundation  he 
buildcd  his  success.  As  the  years  passed  his 
capital  steadily  incn.'ased  and  he  became  one 
of  the  pn>sperous  farmers  of  his  community. 
He  was  greatly  atta<'h<'d  to  his  home  and  fam- 
ily.    Ill  180(1  he  was  culled  njwn  to  moum  the 
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loss  of  his  wife,  who  passed  away  on  the  10th 
of  March  of  that  year,  while  he  survived  her 
until  October  25,  1902.  His  genuine  worth, 
business  reliability,  loyalty  in  citizenship  and 
fidelity  in  friendship  so  endeared  him  to  friends 
and  neighbors  that  his  death  was  tlie  occasion 
of  deep  and  widespread  regret  in  his  com- 
munity. 

In  the  family  of  J.  N.  Hall  and  wife  were 
fourteen  children,  all  of  whom  are  living  with 
the  exception  of  one.  Thomas  J.,  bom  April 
IT,  1843,  resifles  on  a  farm  near  Earlham, 
Iowa.  He  was  married  February  19,  1863,  to 
Olivia  Brown,  of  Mouard  county,  and  they  have 
two  children  living,  Ella  and  Sarah,  both  of 
whom  are  married.  Anna  E.,  born  August  10, 
1S44,  was  married  on  tlie  same  day  ns  her 
brother  to  James  Brown,  now  a  retired  farmer 
of  Earlham.  Iowa,  and  they  have  si.\  children, 
Milon.  Charles.  Jennie,  Clara,  Etta  and  l-eona, 
all  married.  Abraham,  born  April  4,  1846, 
is  a  farmer  and  cattle  dealer  of  Miles  City, 
Montana,  where  he  also  served  as  go\'ernment 
land  agent  under  President  Cleveland.  He 
niarrie<l  Mamie  Lisk,  of  that  place,  and  they 
have  four  children.  William  E.,  born  May  18, 
1848,  was  first  married  November  9,  1876.  to 
Addie  Johnson,  of  Menard  county,  who  died 
only  two  months  after  their  marriage.  Later 
lie  married  Annie  Sehleumbach  and  they  have 
two  children.  Ella  May  and  Buby.  He  for- 
merly lived  in  Ford  county,  Illinois,  where  he 
wa5  engaged  in  farming,  but  later,  after  grad- 
uating from  a  medical  college  of  Chicago,  he 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine  in  Waco, 
Texas,  for  seven  years.  Finally  becoming  tired 
of  that  profession  he  returned  to  agricultural 
pursuits  and  is  today  the  owner  of  over  four- 
teen hundred  acres  of  land  near  Waco. 
Charles  A.,  bom  November  4,  1849,  is  now 
a  prosperous  farmer  of  Worth  county.  Missouri. 
He  was  married  July  28,  1871,  to  Lizzie  flood- 
al,  and  they  have  two  children.  Eifie  and  Nellie, 
both  of  whom  married.  The  former  is  now 
the  widow  of  William  Sims  and  is  successfully 
engaged  in  buying  and  shipping  poultry  near 
Grant  City.  Missouri.  Emily  E.,  born  .August 
2fi.  1853.  was  married  January  13.  1876.  to 
Peter  Wantz.  I)y  whom  she  had  two  children. 
Roy  and  V<'rna.     For  one  year  she  lived   in 


Indiana  and  theu  located  in  Gibson  City,  Illi- 
nois, but  subsrquently  removed  to  Champaign, 
this  state,  where  she  owns  property.  Nancy 
Jane,  ijorn  .\pril  9.  1855,  was  married  Feb- 
ruary 19,  1880,  to  Miles  Rankin,  who  is  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  stock-raising  six  miles 
south  of  Gibson  City,  Illinois,  and  they  have 
four  children,  Edna,  Arihur,  Claud  and  Cora. 
John  L.,  born  February  20,  1857,  was  married 
March  34,  1887,  to  Lulu  C.  Hcnne  and  they 
have  five  children.  Walter.  Leo,  l'eml)roke, 
William  and  Justin.  For  a  few  yearn  after 
their  marriage  they  resided  on  the  Walnut  Hill 
farm  in  Sangamon  county  and  then  removed 
to  Grant  county,  Nebraska,  where  John  L. 
served  as  county  superintendent  of  schools  for 
a  time.  At  the  end  of  thirteen  yeari?  the 
drouth  drove  him  back  to  Illinois  and  after 
spending  Ave  years  in  Menard  county  he  re- 
moved to  Brown  county,  this  state,  purchasing 
land  near  Mt.  Sterling,  where  he  now  resides. 
Samuel  B.,  born  January  9.  1859.  was  mar- 
ried to  Ella  Gray  in  November,  1881,  in  Sum- 
ner county,  Kansas,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
teaching  music  for  a  number  of  years.  Later 
he  purchased  a  large  tract  of  land  in  Ness 
county,  that  state,  where  he  died  November 
25,  1887,  leaving  a  daughter,  Sadie,  who  is 
now  Mrs.  Southern.  Ada  A.,  born  February 
3,  1861,  was  married  January  31,  1881,  in 
Petersburg  to  Thomas  Primin  and  located  on 
a  farm  six  miles  east  of  Athens,  where  Mr. 
Primm  died  after  a  long  illness  November  4, 
1882.  She  was  again  married  September  24, 
1884,  to  Arthur  Taylor  and  settled  on  a  farm 
near  Mt.  Sterling,  Illinois.  She  is  now  liv- 
ing at  Catlett,  Virginia.  Delia  A.,  born  May 
!),  1863.  was  educated  in  t)ie  schools  of  Athens 
and  is  living  on  the  old  homestead,  where  she 
has  spent  her  entire  life  with  the  exception  of 
one  year  passed  in  Kansas  and  Nebraska.  She 
acted  as  postmistress  of  Athens  during  Presi- 
dent Cleveland's  second  administration.  James 
N'..  bom  February  20,  18G5.  spent  two  years 
in  Kansas  and  then  lived  for  five  years  upon 
a  farm  in  this  county  given  him  by  his  father. 
At  the  end  of  that  time  he  sold  out  and  went 
to  soutliern  Texas,  where  he  purchased  rice 
land  and  is  to-day  doing  a  prosperous  busi- 
ness.    He  was  married  in  Kansas,  Mar/;h  21,    , 
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18SG,  to  Lilly  Kreider,  and  they  have  two 
living  children,  Lena  and  Willie,  while  another 
son.  Herman,  dit'd  November  11,  1904,  at  the 
age  of  twelve  years.  Robert  L.,  born  February 
82,  1867,  was  married  December  30,  1897,  to 
Gertrude  McDougall,  of  Menard  county,  and 
for  some  years  tliey  lived  on  the  old  Jiome 
place,  but  in  the  summer  of  1904  removed  to 
Missouri,  where  they  purehaaul  a  farm.  They 
have  one  child,  Carroll,  aged  six  years.  Ella 
M.,  bom  May  16.  18(>y,  lives  on  the  old  home- 
stead with  her  sistpr  Delia.  She,  too,  was  a 
student  in  the  schools  of  Athens  and  in  l.S!);( 
she  attended  the  norma!  school  in  Aliinfjilon. 
Illinois.  Subsequently  she  entered  the  Wesley- 
au  Conservatory  in  18!1.">,  in  which  institution 
she  studicil  both  vocal  and  instrumental  u»usi<-. 
After  leavinp  the  conservatory  she  returned 
home  and  remained  with  her  father  up  to 
the  time  nf  his  death,  assisting  him  in  husj- 
ness  and  in  the  su|)ervision  of  tlie  farming  in- 
terests. Tlie  sisters  now  control  the  properly. 
Both  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Epiwopal 
church  and  are  jiopular  with  many  friends. 
The  Hall  family  has  always  figured  pmiuinent- 
ly  in  liusincs.s  and  social  circles  since  the  grand- 
father came  to  the  county  uiany  years  ago  and 
the  bouicstcad  property  is  a  very  desirable  one, 
comprising  five  hundred  acres  of  rich  and  ara- 
iilc  land  and  in  its  control  the  sisters  display 
ninrked    Ijusiness  (■uter|)ri^e  and  capabiliiy. 


ALBEHT  G.  XAXCE. 

Albert  G.  Name,  who  started  upon  his  imsi- 
acss  career  with  liis  farm  of  one  hundred  acres 
and  since  that  time  through  capable  nian- 
ngeiiient  anil  carefully  directed  investment  has 
liecome  the  owner  of  nine  hundred  and  si.\ty- 
si.\  acH's  of  valuable  land,  was  horn  March  17. 
1S4-J.  on  a  farm  eight  miles  west  of  Peters- 
burg just  within  the  county  line.  His  ])iireuis 
were  Thomas  J.  and  Catherine  I).  (Houghton) 
Xance.  the  latlcr  a  daughter  of  Charles  Hough- 
ton. Thomas  .7.  Xance  was  in  early  life  a 
resident  of  Kentucky  and  came  of  French  an- 
cestry. The  family  resided  in  the  north  of 
France  for  many  g<'ncrations  and  n'presenta- 
tivcs  of  the  name  went  with  William  the  C<m- 


queror  when  be  made  his  invasion  into  England 
and  claimed  it  as  a  Norman  possession.  It 
was  several  centuries  later  before  the  family 
was  established  in  America,  arriving  in  \'ir- 
ginia  about  1630.  Thomas  J.  Xance,  wiih  his 
])arent8,  removed  from  Virginia  to  Kentucky 
and  later  came  to  Illinois,  where  he  (li«l  July 
22,  1842,  at  the  comparatively  early  age  of 
thirty  years.  He  had  purchased  land  and  he 
began  the  development  of  a  farm  in  this  lethal- 
ity and  the  farm  npon  which  our  subject  n<iw 
resides  was  once  the  property  of  his  grauil- 
father  Xance.  The  father  was  the  owner  of 
five  hundred  acres  of  hind  at  the  lime  of  liis 
death  and  in  order  to  settle  tlie  estate  iwv, 
hundred  aeriw  of  this  was  sold.  He  was  ijuitv 
prominent  in  political  circles  and  was  the  Di-m- 
ocratic  nominee  for  state  senator  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  whicJi  occurred  in  the  summer, 
while  the  election  was  held  in  the  succeeding 
fall.  He  had  twice  liwn  a  candidate  for  the 
office,  but  had  been  defe.iled  by  John  Bennett 
on  account  of  a  femperance  speech  which  he 
made  about  that  time  at  Salem  and  wliiHi 
won  him  the  opposition  of  all  those  who  were 
o|)|Hisi'd  to  tenipefance.  However.  |>op»dar 
o]iinion  had  set  again  in  his  favor  and  he  wa? 
elected  t()  the  stale  legislature.  Later  lu'  U- 
came  a  candidate  for  the  senate  and  he  would 
undouiitedly  have  i.eui  eUcted  had  he  lived. 
.VftiT  his  rleath  his  cousin  T^uis  Wynne  wa,' 
nominated  in  bis  place  and  was  elccteil.  He 
served  as  state  senator  for  one  term  and  diid 
in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

In  the  family  of  Thomas  J.  and  Cathcriue 
1).  Nance  were  four  children,  of  whom  Albert 
(!.  is  the  youngest.  Elizaheth  married  Clin- 
ton Wynne  and  resiiled  on  the  old  home  farm 
west  of  Petersburg,  where  she  died  March  14, 
18(i6.  She  had  two  children,  one  of  whom  is 
now  living— Mrs.  0.  B.  Carter,  of  Los  .Angeles. 
California.  Harriet  E.  l)ecame  the  wife  of 
Philemon  Struble  and  at  her  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  January,  1S73.  she  left  two  ehildn-n. 
Benjamin  Xance,  who  was  the  second  menii>er 
of  the  family,  died  in  infancy  July  7,  18:t9. 

Albert  G.  Xanee,  the  youngest  of  hia  fathers 
family,  bigan  his  early  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  near  his  home  and  later  continued 
his  studies  in  the  Indian  Point  school,  which 
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wa,-;  the  best  institution  ol'  learning  in  tiie 
i-oiinty  at  that  time.  He  was  a  student  there 
in  18511-CU,  and  when  sixteen  years  uf  age  lie 
left  home,  starting  out  in  Ufe  for  himself. 
riiiice  that  time  he  has  been  dependent  almost 
entirely  upon  his  own  resources  and  his  career 
t-rowned  with  success  has  been  most  creditable 
lieeause  it  has  ever  been  in  conformity  with 
the  strict  ethics  of  husincss  lioEOr. 

In  October,  ISliti,  occurred  the  marriage  of 
Mr.  Nanct'  and  Miss  Laura  Isabel  Osburn,  a 
dangbler  of  Enos  and  Saniii  (Casselinan)  Os- 
burn.  Her  father  was  a  native  of  Virginia  and 
wa<   of   Scotch-Irish   lineage    while   the    Cas- 

Iniaus  an.  of  Gtrman  decent  lit  came  to 
lUinoi  about  IS  Si  anl  «as  thtrtforc  one  of 
thi  piomtr  rcidcntb  >f  the  tate  taking  an 
dttue  and  helpful  part  in  its  cirl^  dtidop 
iiient  \t  tht  time  of  Ins  maniage  Mr  \  iiiee 
took  hisi  bride  to  hia  farm  and  has  iiii<  labored 
pir  i=tint]\  and  mseh  m  th(  deM.lo]im(iit  )f 
his  bu&nif-s  interests  \s  Ina  hnancial  re 
Hiureea  inerea«ed  lie  ha-,  added  to  his  proiut\ 
from  time  to  time  mikuv  judieioui  in\(  t 
mints  until  he  now  owns  nine  hundred  and 
ei\t\  i\  acrea  of  rich  laud  He  inherited  one 
I  uiidr<d  acns  bo  that  he  ha«  |  ersonalh  ae 
tjinnd  o\er  eight  hundred  acres  He  Ijought 
oiu  forti  mre  tract  at  ten  dollars  ptr  acre  f  r 
aiiether  he  ^a\e  ten  dollars  [wr  acre  ind  thi 
remainder  of  his  land  was  bought  at  pnee-s 
ranging  from  ten  to  .sixty-five  dollars  per  acre. 
It  is  all  now  worth  one  hundred  dollars  jier 
acre,  so  that  it  is  a  very  valuable  prnjierty. 
Mr.  Nance  has  engaged  extensively  in  t^toi-k- 
raising,  making  a  specialty  of  the  breeding  of 
shortiiorn  cattle  and  of  horses.  He  doe.s  not 
rent  his  land,  but  gives  his  personal  su|>ervipion 
to  its  cultivation  and  improvement  and  Ivceps 
the  entire  farm  in  excellent  condition,  the 
fields  being  richly  cultivated,  while  good  grade,< 
of  f^tock  are  seen  in  his  pastures. 

Into  Mr.  and  Mrs.  N"ance  have  been  born 
six  children:  Carrie  B.  is  now  the  wife  of 
Cliarles  Goodwin,  a  resident  of  Clinton,  Okla- 
homa, where  he  is  engaged  in  the  grain  trane. 
They  have  one  son  and  one  daughter,  Albert 
Nance  and  Georgie.  Thomas  J.  Nance,  the 
peeond  member  of  the  family,  married  Alice 
Curry  and  resides  in  Clinton,  Oklahoma,  where 


lie  is  now  ];resMent  of  tlu'  First  National  Bank. 
lie  is  prominent  in  financial  circles  there  and 
is  also  tlie  owner  of  town  and  country  prop- 
erty. He  has  one  son,  to  whom  the  name  of 
Albert  Nance  has  been  given.  Catherine  is 
the  wife  of  George  Warusing  and  they  reside 
u]ion  a  farm  near  Greenview.  They  have  two 
children,  Laura  Marie  and  Hermina.  Har- 
riett B.,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Harry  Shird- 
ing,  who  is  connected  with  the  Bank  of  Peters- 
biirg,  and  they  had  one  daughter,  Hattie  Shird- 
ing,  who  is  now  eleven  years  of  age.  Horace 
(ireeley  married  Hudia  Purkpile  and  resides 
upon  the  old  family  homestead  with  his  pa- 
lents.  Louise,  the  youngest,  of  the  family,  ia 
a  student  in  Eureka  College  at  Eureka,  Illinois. 
Although  Mr.  Nance  was  reared  in  the  faith 
of  the  Democratic  party  lie  is  a  stanch  advo- 
cate of  Kepublican  principles  and  is  a  rerog- 
iiizeMl  leader  in  the  ranks  of  his  party.  He 
seTved  in  the  t^tate  legislature  in  1874-75  and 
he  has  always  bwii  found  as  the  champion  of 
every  political  movement  which  has  for  its 
object  the  gieatest  good  to  the  greatest  num- 
her.  He  and  hia  wife  are  memliers  of  the 
Christian  church  and  are  people  of  the  highest 
lesputabiiity.  He  ha,s  lieen  and  is  distinc- 
tively a  man  of  affairs  who  has  wieldea  a 
wide  influence  and  his  championship  of  many 
measures  has  been  the  influencing  force  that 
has  sccnrcd  the  support  that  has  le<l  to  the 
success  of  many  public  movements  in  his  lo- 
cal it  v. 


Mckinley  jones. 

McKinley  .Tones,  who   for  many  years  was 
identified  with  farming    interests  in    Menard 

countv.  is  now  living  retired,  a  period  of  rer^t 
being  vouchsafed  to  him  in  reward  for  his 
earnest  and  honorable  latiors  in  former  years. 
He  was  bom  in  Ohio  county.  West  Virginia, 
on  the  10th  of  August.  1827,  his  parents  being 
Isaac  and  Sarah  (Brown)  Jones.  The  father 
was  bom  in  Virginia  and  was  carried  in  his 
mother's  arms  on  horseback  to  Vincennes,  Indi- 
ana, where  the  family  was  located  during  the 
war  nf  1812.  Wiile  yet  a  lad  and  orphan.  Isaac 
Jones  went  to  T^uisville,  Kentucky,  where  he 
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learnfil  tlic  liatter's  tradt'  aiid  was  there  locat- 
ed wlien  tlie  first  steamboat  went  down  the 
Ohio  river.  He  afterward  removed  to  Vir- 
ginia, where  he  resided  upon  a  farm  and  suliso- 
quently  lie  took  up  his  abode  in  the  state  of 
New  York,  where  he  resided  until  called  to 
his  final  rest.  He  died  March  3.  1879,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-one  years,  his  birth  having  oc- 
curred February  15,  1798,  and  his  wife  died 
in  Virginia,  April  17,  18ti6,  her  hirth  having 
occurred  September  9,  1805. 

JlcKinley  Jones,  the  second  in  order  of  hirtu 
in  a  family  of  ten  children,  pursued  his  early 
education  in  a  log  Imiiding  in  West  A'irginia, 
the  school  being  conducted  on  the  suliseription 
plan.  He  afterward  attende<l  an  academy  at 
West  Alexander,  Pennsyhania,  and  wlicn  twen- 
ty years  of  age  he  iH'gan  teacbing  sclimil.  which 
]>n)fi'ssion  he  followed  in  hoth  Pennsylvania 
and  Virginia  ere  his  removal  to  the  west.  In 
]S4ii  lie  came  to  Illinois,  estahlishing  his  home 
in  Peoria,  and  for  a  year  he  engaged  in  teach- 
ing near  that  city.  He  afterward  aeceiited  a 
clerical  position  in  connection  with  a  lumber 
business,  serving  in  that  capacity  for  two  years. 
In  lH."i2  lie  came  to  Menard  county,  where  he 
taught  s<'hool  for  four  months  and  then  re- 
turned to  Peoria  county,  where  he  was  <'ngagod 
in  farming  until  18(>9.  In  the  latter  year  he 
again  came  to  Jlenard  county  and  followed 
farming  here  upon  a  tract  of  land  eight  miles 
nortli  of  Athens,  In  187(>  he  removed  to  a 
farm  near  Sweetwater,  where  he  resided  con- 
tiiuiou*ly  until  18f)4,  when  he  took  u))  his 
alwde  in  Athens,  where  he  lias  since  livi'd  re- 
tired. As  a  farmer  he  was  diligent,  enter- 
prising and  progressive,  carrying  on  bis  work 
along  uioilcrn  lines  and  as  the  y<'ars  passed  by 
he  was  enabled  to  add  annually  to  liis  income. 

On  the  5th  of  December.  18.">4,  Mr.  .lones 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Arminda  Pris- 
eilla  Riggin.  a  daughter  of  Harry  and  ^larian 
B.  (Rogers)  Riggin,  both  representatives  of 
early  families  of  the  county.  The  father  went 
from  Tennesset-  to  St.  Louis  in  an  early  day 
and  was  there  ciigagetl  in  teaching  school. 
Subsef|nently  he  removed  to  Troy,  Madison 
county,  Illinois,  and  came  to  Menard  county 
about  1819.  Mrs.  Riggin  was  a  resident  of 
New  York  prior  to  the  time  when  she  located 


in  Illinois,  Both  parents  are  now  deceased. 
Mr.  Riggin,  who  was  born  Supfeiuber  2,  i'd'i, 
passed  away  March  a;i,  1875;  and  bis  wife,  wJio 
was  born  August  7,  1TS)4,  died  April  'io,  ^s.^:j. 
They  lived  in  Menard  county  during  the  period 
of  its  early  pioneer  development  and  iir,  Rig- 
gin conducted  a  store  in  Alliens,  one  of  first 
commercial  enterprises  of  this  part  of  the  state. 
In  payment  for  goods  sold  he  accepted  a  note 
which  was  to  lie  paid  in  dw.r  skins  at  the  com- 
mercial price  and  this  note  is  now  in  [xissi-s- 
sion  of  Mr.  Jones.  Mrs.  Jones  was  born  July 
Sii,  lH'io,  on  the  farm  which  her  father  had 
entered  from  the  government,  and  by  her  mar- 
riage became  the  mother  of  live  children: 
Harry  Riggin,  who  was  bom  November  8,  18J5, 
and  now  resides  two  miles  north  of  Athens; 
Isaac,  who  was  horn  March  31,  lS-")8,  and  n'- 
sides  in  Iowa;  Augustus  Kerr,  who  was  bom 
January  ^4,  1859,  and  is  now  residing  upon 
the  home  farm;  Sarah  Miriam,  who  was  bom 
Feitruary  19,  IHii'i,  and  is  the  wife  of  Dr. 
Edward  M.  Northcott,  of  Portland,  Maine,  med- 
ical director  of  the  Mutual  Life  Insurance 
Company;  and  Josiah,  who  was  born  Fei>ruary 
^7,  18(i4,  and  is  now  a  practicing  physician 
in  the  state  of  Washington.  All  of  the  chil- 
dren were  born  in  Peoria  county. 

The  [larents  arc  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
ebnrcii  and  are  among  the  most  highly  es- 
teemed citizens  of  Menaril  county,  where  they 
have  so  long  resided.  Mr.  Jones  has  led  a  mo&t 
honorable  and  useful  life  and  his  activity  in 
business  has  been  crowned  witii  success  that 
now  enables  him  to  live  retired.  His  strong 
native  intelligence  has  prompted  him  to  keep 
well  informed  on  all  the  questions  and  issues 
of  tlie  day  and  he  yet  manifests  an  active  and 
public-spirited  interest  in  the  affairs  of  his  com- 
munity, state  and  nation. 


ELI   REEF. 


Eli  Reep.  who  carries  on  general  farming 
on  section  8,  township  18,  was  born  in  Harri- 
son county,  Indiana,  near  Corydon,  January  21, 
1840.  At  one  time  that  place  was  the  capital 
of  Indiana.     His  parents  were  Philip  and  Pe- 


Dig:izccl^y  V-H.H»yiC" 


'8" 


IIH.   AND   MES.   ELI   SEKP. 


>,  Google 


>,  Google 


PAST  AND    PRKSKXT    (IF    MENAHI)    COFXTV 


lilali  (Kvilsizor)  Ktf]).  The  fatiier  was  of  Uor- 
inan  lineage  and  his  ancestors  were  eoloniil 
settlers  of  tlie  new  world,  cstahli.-iiing  tlieir 
home  in  \orth  t'arolina  when  this  c'luulry  was 
still  one  of  the  jjosvessions  of  (Jreat  Britain, 
Itepresentativps  of  the  name,  however,  fou-^ht 
for  the  indupenJeneo  of  the  nation  in  the  llev- 
oliitionary  war  and  carried  the  scars  of  their 
wounds  down  to  the  grave. 

Philip  Keep  was  horn  in  Lincoln  county. 
North  Carolina,  in  18i;J.  He  was  married  to 
Alias  Delilah  Evilsizor,  who  was  descended 
from  an  old  Virginia  family.  Her  father 
became  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Indiana,  liv- 
ing in  that  state  when  it  formed  a  part  of  tl.c 
Xorthwest  territory,  when  tlie  whipping  post 
was  an  institution  of  punishment  and  when 
slaves  were  still  held  by  the  settlers.  He  niiir- 
ried  a  Miss  Wise,  who  also  belonged  to  one  of 
the  prominent  Virginia  families  and  the  fam- 
ily furnished  a  governor  to  that  state.  Wil- 
liam Evilsizor,  a  brother  of  Mn^.  Reep,  Ijecnriie 
a  resident  of  Bushnell,  MeDonough  county,  Hl- 
inois,  where  he  lived  for  a  number  of  years 
and  afterward  removed  to  Iowa,  being  n  resi- 
dent of  West  Point,  Warren  county,  t])at  state, 
when  last  heard  from.  One  of  her  sisters, 
itrp.  Jane  Kite,  is  still  a  resident  of  Harrison 
county,  Indiana,  Another  brother,  David  Evil- 
sizor, removed  to  Missouri.  George  W.  Evil- 
sizor was  a  soldier  in  an  Indiana  regiment  diir- 
inp  the  Civil  war  and  served  for  three  yei;ri, 
taking  part  in  the  engagements  with  the  Army 
of  tlie  Cumberland. 

Philip  Reep  removed  from  Nortli  Carolinfi  to 
what  is  now  Harrison  county,  Indiana,  al  an 
early  e[)Oi-h  in  its  develoimuuit.  He  journeyed 
westward  on  foot  in  company  with  several  i  .'m- 
panions,  who  traveled  in  the  same  way.  He 
was  then  but  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  he 
was  led  to  leave  Xortli  Carolina  Iwause  he  had 
to  patrol  the  slaves  at  night.  Establishing  hi? 
home  in  what  was  then  the  far  wesi,  he  turned 
his  attention  to  farming  and  eontinued  to  carry 
on  agricultural  pursuits  throughout  his  remain- 
ing days.  He  was  twice  married  and  had  three 
children  by  the  first  wife  and  one  son  hy  the 
second  wife,  namely:  Mary  bei'ame  the  wife 
of  John  Summers,  who  caTiie  to  Illinois  in 
18.")7,  afterward  removed   lo   Nelmislia  during 


llie  |;eiiod  of  the  Civil  war  and  subsequently 
went  to  Ateliison  county,  Missouri,  where  he 
carried  on  agricultural  pursuits.  Mrs.  Sum- 
mers died  leaving  four  children.  Eli  is  the 
second  of  the  family.  Martha  died  at  the  age 
of  sixteen  years.  Philip,  the  son  of  the  sec- 
ond marriage,  is  married  and  follows  farming 
in  .lasper  county,  Illinois,  near  Newton. 

Eli  Keep  was  educated  in  the  country  schools 
of  Indiana  and  also  pursued  his  studies  near 
New  Salisbury  in  Little  drove,  Menard  county, 
Iliinois.  His  training  at  farm  labor  was  not 
lueager  for  as  soon  as  old  enough  to  handle  the 
plow  he  began  work  in  the  fields  and  when 
nineteen  years  of  age  he  began  farming  for 
himself  in  Little  Grove.  Menard  county.  In 
IMIiO  lie  l>egan  raising  and  feeding  cattle  and 
followed  that  pursuit  until  the  time  of  his  en- 
listment for  service  in  the  Civil  war.  His  pa- 
triotic spirit  being  aroused  by  the  continued 
attempt  of  the  south  to  overthrow  the  Union. 
be  enlisted  in  August,  18(i2.  as  a  member  of 
Company  K,  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Sixth 
Volunteer  Infantry  under  Colonel  Latham,  of 
T,x)gan  county,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Camp- 
bell. The  n'giment  was  attached  to  the  Six- 
teenth Army  Corjis  commanded  by  General 
Hurlburt  and  the  first  hattle  in  which  the  regi- 
nu-nt  pnrtici[)ated  was  on  the  Tennessee  river. 
Later  the  troops  did  duty  at  Vicksburg  and 
along  the  Yazoo  river,  and  aided  in  holding 
back  Johnston's  forces.  Subse<|ucntly  they 
went  to  Helena,  Arkansas,  and  took  part  in  a 
fight  at  Clarendon  on  the  White  river  in  that 
state.  After  defeating  the  rebels  at  that  point 
the  Union  troops  moved  on  to  Little  Rock  and 
sueceed<'d  in  driving  Price  from  that  rebel 
stronghold  after  engaging  in  a  cavalry  fight 
there.  Jtr.  Reep  was  mustered  out  at  Pine 
Bluff,  .\rkansas.  in  August.  18fi5,  for  hostil- 
ities had  ceased  and  the  war  had  been  brought 
to  a  sucecssfid  close.  He  now  receives  a  pen- 
sion in  recognition  of  his  services.  He  was  al- 
ways a  faithful  and  loyal  soldier,  unfaltering 
in  the  performance  of  his  duty,  whether  it 
called  him  into  the  thickest  of  the  fight  or  sta- 
tioned him  on  the  lonely  picket  line. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1807,  Mr,  Reep  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Anna  B.  Powell. 
a  d  lughter  of  Thomas  F.  Dowell,  Sr,,  who  was 
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oiia  of  the  earlj-  settlers  of  Illinois,  and  his 
children,  the  brothers  and  sister  of  Mrs. 
Keep,  are  as  follows :  Samuel  H.,  who  is  mar- 
ried and  owns  much  town  ])roperty,  his  home 
being  near  Miami  in  Indian  Territory;  Wil- 
liam T,,  who  is  a  miner  and  fruit  farmer  re- 
siding at  Grant's  Pass,  Oregon ;  and  Mrs.  Mar- 
tha A.  Montgonierj',  who  is  living  in  Peters- 
burg. Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Keep  have  been 
bom  eleven  children :  Frank  died  in  infancy. 
Nannie  B.  married  Walter  Gum,  a  dealer  in 
6ne  horses  in  Chicago,  and  they  have  one  son, 
Percy  Eli.  Thomas  P.,  who  practices  law  in 
Petersburg,  married  Laura  Shipp  and  has  two 
children.  Martha  Ann  is  the  wife  of  Charles 
E.  Clarke  and  has  two  children.  Her  husband 
is  a  railroad  man,  now  managing  a  road  at 
Pine  Bluffs,  Arkansas,  and  has  a  large  farm 
at  Warrensburg,  Missouri.  Mary  Liiella  is  the 
widow  of  Lour  Golden,  by  whom  she  had  two 
children.  A.  Louis  and  Sophia  Mario,  and  is 
now  at  home  with  her  parents.  Eli  married 
liegina  Capinos  and  is  a  lumberman  residing 
in  Canute,  Oklahoma.  Edward  L.  married 
Mrs.  Dr.  Phillips  and  is  a  barber  of  Gerry,  Ok- 
lahoma. Alice  Maud  is  the  wife  of  Charles 
E.  Batterton,  a  graduate  pharmacist  who  is 
conducting  a  drug  store  in  Chicago,  and  they 
have  one  child.  Homer  S.  was  accidentally 
shot  December  13,  1902,  and  died  when  nine- 
teen years  of  age.  Ethel  Cauhle  is  at  home 
with  her  parents.  One  child  died  in  infancy. 
Mr.  l[eep  gives  an  earnest  support  to  the 
Re|niblican  party  and  his  personal  jiopularity 
and  the  confidence  reposed  in  him  is  indicated 
by  the  fact  that  he  was  ele<'ted  in  a  Democratic 
county  to  the  office  of  county  treasurer,  in 
which  position  he  rendercfl  capable  and  efficient 
Rcrvice  during  his  two  years'  term.  He  has 
also  been  a  school  director  and  road  supervisor 
and  the  puhlic  interest  may  well  be  intrusted 
to  his  care,  for  he  is  as  loya!  in  citizenship 
in  days  of  peace  as  when  he  followed  the  old 
flag  on  southern  batfle-ficlds.  For  thirt3--two 
years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity  and  ia  true  to  its  teachings  and  ten- 
ets, being  in  full  sympathy  with  the  principles 
of  the  craft.  His  wife  is  a  member  of  the 
Christian  chureh  and  be  was  formerly  identi- 
fied with  the  Baptist  clnirch.     Their  home  is 


u|)on  a  good  fanu  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres,  well  kept,  neatness  and  tlirift  cliaracter- 
izing  it  in  every  department.  In  business  he 
is  energetic,  alert  and  enterprising,  and  he  de- 
serves much  credit  for  wliat  he  lias  accom- 
plished. 


JAMES  T.  FOSTER. 
James  T,  Foster  is  one  of  the  best  known 
citizens  of  Menard  county,  acquainted  with 
early  events  which  form  its  pioneer  history, 
as  well  as  with  the  business,  intellectual  and 
moral  development,  which  comprise  its  annals 
in  later  days.  He  was  bom  in  Marion  county, 
Indiana,  near  the  city  of  Indianapolis,  July 
35,  183G.  His  parents,  Augustin  E.  and  Per- 
nielia  (Wright)  Foster,  were  natives  of  Ken- 
tucky, in  which  state  they  remained  for  a 
few  years  after  their  marriage  and  then  re- 
moved to  Indiana,  It  is  believed  that  the  Fos- 
ter family  is  of  Scotch  lineage,  and  it  is  defi- 
nitely known  that  they  were  early  colonists  of 
Virginia  and  ^laryland.  Augustin  E.  Foster 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  in  the  fall  of 
1H43  he  removetl  with  his  family  from  Indiana 
to  Sangamon  county,  Illinois,  settling  near 
Curran,  and  about  fen  miles  from  the  city 
of  Springfield,  where  his  son  James  was 
reared.  The  country  was  new  and  unimproved 
and  wild  game  of  all  kinds  was  abundant,  in- 
cluding deer,  turkeys,  prairie  chickens,  quails, 
brants  and  ducks.  There  wore  also  many  coons 
and  opossums,  wolves  aud  foxes.  Mr.  Fos- 
ter of  this  review  often  saw  the  mule  trains 
u]>on  the  track  of  wliat  is  now  tiie  Wabash 
Railroad  and  he  heard  the  first  steam  cars  come 
in  on  that  road.  He  was  in  Springfield  the 
day  the  first  train  of  cars  came  in  over  the 
road  of  the  Chicago  &  Alton  in  1853,  and  there 
was  great  excitement  in  the  city.  In  April, 
18(17.  he  came  to  Greenview,  to  which  place 
on  Saturday,  about  the  middle  of  June,  that 
year,  the  railroad  was  completed.  The  citizens 
of  Greenview  had  promised  the  workmen  if 
they  would  complete  the  line  to  the  village  on 
that  day  they  should  have  al!  the  beer  they 
could  drink.  The  last  rails  were  laid  about 
six  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  and  that  evening  a 
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"jollili cation"   was   lield   aiul   there   wu^  fn^at 
excitement  in  Greonview. 

The  old  Foster  homestead  was  tli&  ]»laco  for 
religious  meetings  in  those  early  days  for 
there  was  no  church  near  anil  the  family  en- 
tertained the  pioneer  ministers,  ineliuling  siieh 
men  as  Peter  Cartwiight,  Peter  Akers.  John 
S,  Barker,  A,  Bradshaw,  Win^te  Newman, 
Benjamin  Newman,  I.  S.  Kimlier — all  of  sa- 
cre<l  memory,  now  gone  to  tlieir  reward.  In 
tho^e  early  days  James  T.  Foster  and  his  liroth- 
ers  would  often  sit  up  late  and  wliell  corn, 
and  each  would  load  a  sack  full  upon  a  liorse 
the  next  morning  and  thus  proceed  to  mill. 
The  mills  were  then  operated  liy  horse  or  water 
power,  and  they  would  wait  all  day  for  their 
grist  to  be  ground.  Occasionally  tliey  woukl 
hitch  the  yoke  of  oxen  to  the  wagon  and  make 
the  trip  in  that  way.  aud  after  their  return 
their  mother  would  bake  a  fine  pone  of  corn 
in  a  skillet  on  tlie  hearth  in  front  of  the  fire 
and  a  fine  joint  of  meat  or  a  chicken  was 
cooked  on  the  crane  over  the  hig  five  in  the 
old  fashioned  fireplace,  and  al!  were  happy  and 
contented.  James  T.  Foster  attended  the  com- 
mon schools,  wherein  were  taught  spelling, 
reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  geograpliy,  gram- 
mar and  Uniled  States  history.  He  finished  liis 
course  when  about  sieventeen  years  of  age  and 
then  gave  his  entire  attention  to  his  farm 
work.  He  made  a  hand  plowing  corn  when 
but  eight  years  of  age.  It  was  aimut  tliat  time 
that  he  rode  three  miles  to  join  a  temperance 
society  and  took  a  pledge  that  he  has  kept 
inviolate  to  this  day,  never  using  tol>acco  or 
liqnor  in  any  form  nor  let  profanity  pass  his 
lips.  He  followed  the  occupation  of  farming 
for  a  number  of  years  after  attaining  his  ma- 
jority'. After  his  marriage  he  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits  in  Sangamon  county  until 
April,  18(1.'},  when  he  removeil  to  Menard  coun- 
ty and  lived  upon  the  farm  now  owned  l)y 
Baney  Brothers.  After  two  years  lu'  removed 
to  Middlelown,  Logan  county,  there  remaining 
from  the  spring  of  186.5  until  the  spring  of 
18fi7.  The  first  year  he  rode  the  Jliddletown 
circuit  as  an  assistant  Methodist  preacher,  then 
taught  school  for  nine  months  aud  worked  at 
the  mason's  trade  for  tlirce  mimliis,  also  ))las- 
tering   and    laying   brick.     In    the    spring   of 


18(i7  he  removed  to  (ircenview,  wiiere  he  eon- 
tinned  to  work  at  the  mason's  trade  for  two 
years,  after  wliieh  he  engaged  in  clerking  in 
a  hardware  store  for  ten  years.  He  next  be- 
gan l)uying  grain,  in  which  business  be  con- 
tinued for  six  years,  and  then  resumed  work 
at  the  mason's  trade.  When  he  arrived  in 
Greenview.  in  the  spring  of  1SI5~,  there  were 
only  fifteen  dwellings  here,  one  hotel,  one  dry- 
goods  store,  one  grocery  store,  a  drug  store, 
a  harness  sliop  and  one  church — the  Cunil)er- 
iand  Presi)yterian,  of  which  the  Rev.  E.  D. 
Miller  was  pastor.  All  who  were  heads  of 
families  have  died  or  moved  away  and  only 
three  of  those  who  were  children  at  that  time 
remain,  namely:  Mrs.  Rose  Estill.  Mrs,  P.  J. 
Palnxjuist  and  Charles  Wilkinson. 

At  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Foster  was 
drafted  in  18(i4  and  paid  a  substitute  to  go 
in  his  place.  He  was  elected  justice  of  the 
peace  for  (Jrcenview  precinct  in  the  fall  of 
1K81).  to  fill  out  the  unexpired  term  of  D.  T. 
Hiigiies,  and  after  a  year  was  re-eleeted  in  the 
fall  of  1881.  for  a  term  of  four  years.  In  tliat 
time  many  noted  lawsuits  were  tried  before  him 
and  jironiinent  lawyei-s  of  this  and  other  coun- 
ties apiH-nred  Iwfore  him  to  i)!ead  their  suits. 
In  polities  lie  has  always  lieen  a  Republican 
where  state  and  national  issues  are  involved 
but  at  municipal  and  county  elei-tions  he  has 
always  voted  indejiendently  of  party  ties.  He 
east  his  first  presidential  vote  for  Abraham  Lin- 
coln and  voted  f<)r  the  great  war  governor, 
Richard  Yates.  He  has  voted  at  every  election 
since  the  town  was  incorporated,  save  jne  in 
the  spring  of  1!>(I2,  when  on  account  of  his 
crijipled  condition  he  could  not  go  to  the  polls, 
having  fallen  on  the  sidewalk  on  the  10th  of 
February,  19rt^,  and  sustained  injuries  which 
have  caused  him  to  go  upon  crutches  contin- 
ually since.  He  has  voted  for  every  president 
since  Lincoln  with  the  cxce]>tion  of  Cleveland. 

In  the  spring  of  IHfi.'i  Mr.  Foster  became  a 
member  of  the  liulependent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows, filled  all  the  chairs  of  the  local  lodge  and 
remained  a  member  for  many  years.  He  was 
reari-d  in  the  faith  of  the  Methodist  church, 
which  he  joined  in  the  fall  of  IS.iO.  remaining 
one  of  its  members  until  1886,  when  the  church 
of  flreenview  was  disbanded  and  he  took  his 
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church  letter  to  the  First  Presbyterian  church 
of  Greenview,  of  which  he  and  his  wife  are 
noH'  meitibers.  He  is  serving  as  superintendent 
of  the  Sunday-school  and  is  an  ardent  churcli 
worker,  but  not  a  strict  sectarian,  believing 
in  the  union  of  churches  and  reciprocal  rela- 
tions between  all  churches  and  that  if  the  heart 
and  the  purjwses  of  life  are  not  right  there  ig 
nothing  in  tJic  naine. 

On  the  10th  of  April,  1856,  Mr.  Foster  was 
married,  in  Mason  countj-,  to  Miss  Martha  E. 
Smith,  a  daughter  of  James  H.  and  Martha 
C.  (Davis)  Smith,  natives  of  Indiana.  The 
family  had  previously  lived  in  Kentucky,  and 
the  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Foster  came  from  Ire- 
land to  the  United  Statee.  His  father  was  an 
English  lord.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Foster  lost  two 
children  in  infancy  and  reared  six,  of  whom 
three  have  since  died,  namely:  Mrs.  Martha 
Bell  Leppert,  Mrs.  Etta  P.  Olds  and  Adda  May 
Foster.  Those  living  are  Thomas  Leroy, 
Maggie  E..  and  Mrs.  Sarah  E.  (Junston,  of 
Middletown,  Illinois.  The  son  was  -married 
Septemlier  2.  190.'1.  to  Miss  Minnie  Reeves,  of 
Petersburg,  ami  took  his  bride  to  liis  parents' 
home,  where  they  still  live. 

ilr.  Foster  can  recall  many  interesting  events 
concerning  local  and  state  history.  He  went 
to  Chatham,  Illinois,  to  see  the  Me.tiean  sol- 
diers when  they  were  camped  there  in  1845, 
on  their  way  (o  St.  T.ouis.  where  they  were 
to  take  Imats  for  Mexico.  He  was  present  at 
the  great  political  rally  in  Springfield.  Illinois, 
.\ugust  8,  1860.  when  Lincoln  attempted  to 
speak  iiut  his  auditors  crowded  around  him  so 
cloisely  that  they  broke  down  the  wooden  plat- 
form on  which  he  was  standing.  He  was  also 
present  at  the  funeral  of  the  lamented  I-incoln, 
seeing  him  twice  while  he  was  lying  in  state. 
He  was  in  the  long  procession  and  was  !)ut  a 
few  feet  away  from  Bishop  Simjeon  when  he 
prcacht'd  the  funeral.  He  often  saw  Lincoln 
in  his  rarly  life  and  had  a  long  ialk  with  him 
after  his  election  and  before  he  started  for 
Washington.  Air.  Foster  wap  also  well  ac- 
(juninteil  with  Lincoln's  law  partner,  W.  H. 
Hcmdon.  He  first  saw  Springfield  in  the  fall 
of  ISCl,  when  the  citv  was  hut  a  small  village. 
He  could  start  from  home  and  drive  to  Spring- 
fielil,  [lassing  the  corner  of  only  two  farms  and 


driving  in  almost  a  straight  line  acroe?  the 
prairies,  whei-o  in  places  the  grass  was  as  high 
as  a  man's  head.  He  can  remember  when 
prairie  fires  wiiuhl  break  out  and  all  the 
praple  would  fight  them,  eien  the  women,  ar- 
raying themselves  in  woolen  garments,  assist- 
ing. They  would  first  plow  around  the  ignitc-d 
tract  and  then  back  fire,  and  at  time*  the 
fianies  were  so  widespread  that  it  seemed  ae 
if  the  whole  world  was  on  fire, 

Mr.  Foster  is  now  in  his  sixly-ninth  year, 
his  wife  in  her  sixty-eighth  year.  He  has  long 
been  a  resident  of  central  Illinois  and  no  his- 
tory of  this  county  would  be  complete  without 
the  record  of  his  life,  so  widely  and  favorably 
is  he  known  and  so  active  has  he  been  in  ad- 
vancing local  progress  in  his  commnnity. 


JOHN   F.  WILLSON. 

John  F.  Willson,  who  is  now  practically  liv- 
ing a  retired  life  in  Tallula  ."ave  for  the  su]H'r- 
vision  which  he  gives  his  property  interests. 
was  fonnerly  an  active  factor  in  hanking  cir- 
cles and  his  business  carci'r  is  such  as  any 
man  might  be  proud  to  possess,  for  he  has 
mounted  step  hy  step  from  a  humble  financial 
position  to  one  of  aflSuence.  ne^'cr  making  an 
engagement  that  he  has  not  filled  nor  incurring 
an  obligation  that  he  has  not  met.  He  has  the 
respect  and  confidence  of  the  business  com- 
munity and  the  good  will  of  all  with  whom  he 
has  been  associated  in  commercial  transactions. 

ilr.  Willson  was  Iwrn  January  4,  1S30,  in 
that  part  of  Sangamon  county,  which  after- 
ward became  Menard  county.  He  is  a  son  of 
George  W.  and  Milley  (Row)  Willson,  The 
father  was  of  Scotch-Irish  and  German  lineage 
and  was  horn  in  Deekertown,  New  Jersey, 
September  2C,  l'!)4.  His  father  was  one  of  a 
family  of  twelve  sons,  eleven  of  whom  settled 
in  the  territory  of  Ohio  at  a  very  early  epoch 
in  its  develojiment.  George  W,  Willson,  the 
father  of  our  subject,  was  reared  in  North 
Carolina  and  after  arriving  at  years  of  ma- 
turity migrated  to  Kentucky,  where  he  wedded 
Miss  ililley  Row,  whose  birth  occurred  near 
Petersburg,  Virginia,  August  5,  1802,  and  who 
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aci-oiiiptinied  her  parents  on  their  removal  to 
Garrard  county,  Kentucky,  wfiere  she  was  mar- 
ried. Mr.  Willson  was  a  journey  man  shoe- 
maker and  arrived  in  Keiitiicky  about  1816. 
Following  his  marriage  he  removed  to  Wash- 
ington. iiidiaDa,  and  iu  182G  settled  in  what 
is  now  Menard  eounty,  Illinois.  He  purchased 
ft  claim  of  Solomon  Pmitt,  who  was  one  of  the 
soldiers  of  the  Black  Hawk  war,  and  made  his 
home  u()on  that  place  throughout  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  There  were  three  children  in  the 
family  at  the  time  of  the  removal  to  this  state, 
the  mother  carrying  tlie  youngest  child  on 
horsfhack.  After  arriving  in  Illinois  the  father 
devoted  his  energies  to  farming  and  improved 
a  good  tract  of  land.  Here  he  reared  his 
family  of  ten  children,  five  sons  and  five  daugh- 
ters. Two  of  the  sisters  are  yet  living,  Mrs. 
Mary  Wilhite,  a  resident  of  Jacksonville,  Illi- 
nois, and  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Curt,  who  resides  in 
Xeodoslia,  Kansas.  The  members  of  the  family 
in  order  of  birth  are;  Rachel,  Mrs.  Margaret 
Combs;  William  K. ;  James  R.,  who  married 
and  removed  to  Kansas,  where  his  death  oc- 
curred; John  F.;  Mrs.  Wilhite;  Mrs.  Sarah 
Smedley;  Henrj'  C,  who  married  and  died  in 
Springfield,  Illinois,  after  serving  his  countrj' 
in  the  One  Hundred  and  Fourteenth  Illinois 
Volunteer  Infantry,  being  captured  at  Gun- 
town,  Mississippi,  after  which  he  was  sent  to 
Andersonville  prison,  where  he  lost  his  health; 
George  Milton,  who  was  likewise  a  member  of 
the  same  regiment  and  died  in  camp  at  Mem- 
phis. Tennessee;  and  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Curt. 
The  father  was  a  Whig  in  irolitics  and  one  of 
the  first  commissioners  of  Menard  county. 

John  F.  Willson  acquired  his  early  educa- 
tion at  Winchester  as  a  student  in  an  academy 
in  Scott  county,  Illinois.  His  collegiate  course 
was  pursued  in  Jacksonville,  this  state,  and  then 
wishing  to  enter  upon  the  practice  of  medicine 
ho  began  reading  under  a  physician  of  Spring- 
field, Illinois,  while  later  he  attended  lectures 
in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  was  thus  quahfied  for 
the  calling.  He  entered  upon  the  practice  of 
medicine  in  1858  in  the  vicinity  of  Tallula 
and  there  devoted  his  energies  to  ministering 
to  the  sick  until  after  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil 
war,  when  his  patriotic  spirit  was  aroused  and 
he   responded   to  the  call   of  the  government, 


enlisting  in  the  One  Hundred  and  Fourteenth 
Illinois  Infantry  as  assistant  regimental  sur- 
geon. He  was  stationed  at  La  Grange,  Ten- 
nessee, and  there  received  orders  from  General 
Grant  to  join  the  regiment  at  Vicksburg.  In 
August.  18(i3,  he  left  the  army  and  returned 
to  Menard  county.  He  then  abandoned  the 
practice  of  medicine  and  established  a  grocery 
and  hardware  store.  He  likewise  acted  as  post- 
master of  Tallula  for  a  number  of  years.  In 
his  commercial  career  he  was  ever  watchful  of 
the  indications  pointing  to  success,  made  the 
most  of  his  opportunities  and  as  the  years  ad- 
vanced gained  very  creditable  and  gratifying 
l)rosperity.  Eventually  he  developed  his  busi- 
ness into  a  banking  establishment  in  18'i7,  fol- 
lowing the  death  of  his  partner,  William  Green, 
and  later  he  disposed  of  the  bank  to  the  firm 
of  Scott,  Green  &  Sons.  In  the  meantime  he 
had  made  extensive  and  judicious  investments 
in  property  and  he  still  su|jerintends  his  farm- 
ing interests,  having  seven  hundred  acres  of 
valuable  land  in  Menard  and  Cass  counties. 
He  was  the  second  man  to  use  tiling  in  the 
community  and  he  has  been  most  progreeaive  in 
his  farming  methods,  putting  forth  every  effort 
to  improve  his  land  and  make  it  highly  produc- 
tive. He  is  a  man  of  resourceful  business 
ability,  enterprising  and  with  keen  discrimina- 
tion, and  in  the  control  of  his  varied  interests 
he  has  manifested  strong  purpose  and  marked 
sagacity,  as  well  as  unfaltering  diligence. 

On  the  12th  of  January,  18(i0,  occurred  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  Willson  and  Miss  Sarah  M. 
Crum.  a  daughter  of  James  and  Christina 
(Ream)  Cnim.  She  was  bom  in  Cass  county, 
Illinois,  near  Virginia,  Septcmlwr  !),  1838. 
Her  father  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
Cass  county  and  prior  to  that  time  resided  in 
Indiana,  while  her  mother  was  from  Ohio,  in 
which  state  had  lived  the  paternal  and  mater- 
nal grandparents  of  Mrs.  Willson.  The  Cruni 
family  was  established  in  Cass  county  prior  to 
the  deep  snow,  which  is  one  of  the  memorable 
events  in  the  early  history  of  Illinois.  Her 
father  was  a  farmer  and  continued  to  follow 
that  occupation  throughout  his  active  business 
career,  which  continued  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death,  although  he  passed  away  in  1899  at 
the  very  advanced   ago  of  ninety-three  years. 
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His  wife  died  in  1878  at  tlie  age  of  sixty-tlirce 
j-fars. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Sirs.  Willson  have  been  born 
seven  children:  James  0.,  who  is  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  People's  Bank  at  Blooniington,  Illi- 
nois, and  married  Ollie  Whitmer;  Frank  G., 
who  died  in  Winfieid.  Kansas;  Mrs.  Clara  B. 
Shasted,  whose  husband  is  a  practicing  physi- 
cian of  Pittsfield,  Illinois,  and  a  graduate  of 
the  Philadelphia  Medical  College;  Howard  T., 
who  married  Myra  Henderson,  of  A'irden,  Illi- 
nois, and  is  a  linguist  and  has  also  studied  vocal 
music,  his  wife  acting  as  his  accompaniei,  and 
is  now  singing  in  grand  opera  in  Germany; 
Charles  C,  who  is  assistant  cashier  in  the  Bank- 
ers' National  Bank  of  Chicago,  and  who  has 
been  admitted  to  the  bar;  a  dau<rhter  who  died 
in  infancy;  and  Royal  A.,  who  is  now  pnrsuing 
a  classical  course  in  the  Northwestern  Univer- 
sity at  Kvanston.  All  of  the  members  of  the 
family  have  been  provided  with  excellent  edu- 
rational  privileges  and  are  well  qualified  to 
occupy  responsible  positions  in  busintss  life. 
It  has  taken  an  aggregate  of  thirty  years  for 
Mr.  AVillson  to  give  his  six  children  collegiate 
educations. 

The  parents  hold  membership  in  the  Chris- 
tian church  and  in  bis  political  views  Mr.  Will- 
son  was  originally  a  Whig,  but  upon  the  organ- 
ization of  the  Kepnlilican  party  he  joined  its 
ranks  and  lias  since  been  one  of  its  stalwart 
advocates.  His  has  Ix'en  an  active,  useful  and 
honorable  career  and  thronghout  his  entire 
life  he  has  resided  in  Menard  county,  while 
as  the  yi'ars  have  advanced  he  has  improved 
his  business  opportunities  until  tlie  goal  of 
success  has  been  reached  and  he  is  now  enabled 
to  rest  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  fruits  of  his 
former  toil. 


LEWIS  WATKIXS. 
Lewis  AA'atkins,  now  deceased,  was  among 
the  early  settlers  of  ilenard  county  and  though 
many  years  have  come  and  gone  since  he  passed 
away,  he  is  yet  remenibereil  by  pioneer  resi- 
dents of  the  county  as  one  who  was  active  in 
business,  reliable  and  trustworthy  at  all  times. 
His  widow  is  now  the  oldest   resident  of  Jle- 


nard  county  and  this  history  would  be  incmt- 
|)lete  were  there  failure  to  make  mention  .>f 
this  worthy  couple.  Mr.  Watkins  was  Iwrn 
on  tlie  rth  of  February,  1810,  in  New  Albany, 
Indiana.  The  great  middle  west  was  then 
largely  an  unclaimed  and  unimproved  district 
and  he  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  of  day 
in  a  pioneer  home.  His  pan-nts  were  Jehu's 
and  Stenia  (Swearens)  Watkins,  Kentucky 
pLKJiile,  who  had  gone  to  Indiana  at  a  very  early 
e)>och  in  its  development.  James  Watkin* 
came  to  Illinois  in  1821',  prior  to  the  time  of 
the  deep  snow,  which  has  become  an  hii;ti>ric 
event  in  the  annals  of  this  state.  This  i>c- 
curred  in  the  winter  of  1830-31  and  for  nionibs 
the  snow  lay  to  a  great  depth  over  all  ihc 
country  side  so  that  it  made  it  impossible  fi)r 
the  settlers  to  leave  their  homes.  James  Wat- 
kins settled  in  Menard  county,  where  he  took 
up  land  from  the  government  and  he  made 
bis  home  at  Bobtown,  where  he  owned  a  mill. 
He  had  descended  in  the  maternal  line  from 
the  McClure  family  of  Kentucky,  Through- 
out his  business  career  be  carried  on  farming, 
being  among  the  early  tillers  of  the  soil  in 
tills  portion  of  the  state.  He  died  at  a  very 
early  age. 

Mr.  Watkins  was  the  eldest  in  a  family  of 
five  sons  and  three  daughters.  He  came  to 
Illinois  in  early  life  and  here  remained  until 
his  death,  following  the  occupation  of  farm- 
ing. He  aided  in  turning  the  first  furrow  upon 
many  a  field  and  after  plowing  his  land  he 
planted  his  seed  and  in  due  course  of  tinie- 
reajK'd  good  harvests.  In  his  work  he  was  quite 
successful  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  he 
on'ned  three  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  rich 
land. 

In  1827  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mis* 
Lucinda  Kirby,  a  daughter  of  Cyrus  and  Kittic 
R.  (Greene)  Kirby,  the  latter  a  daughter  of 
George  Greene.  The  Kirbys  came  from  Bowl- 
ing Green,  Kentucky,  to  Illinois  when  Mrs. 
Watkins  was  only  six  months  old,  arriving  in 
1809.  They  made  their  way  to  Edwardsville. 
Madison  county,  Illinois,  and  later  located  on 
Shoal  creek,  leaving  their  first  location  because 
of  a  fear  of  the  Indians,  who  were  ven-  nu- 
merous in  that  locality  and  did  not  always 
manifest   a   friendly    spirit.     Afterward    they 


Dig:izcd^y  V-H.H»yiC" 


PAST  AXD    PKESEXT    OF    MEiiAED    COUNTY 


403 


t-anie  to  Menard  county,  arriving  here  in  la^i, 
at  a  time  when  there  were  only  two  families 
in  this  locality.  One  of  these  was  the  family 
of  William  Clary.  Mr.  Kirby  entered  a  tract 
of  land  from  the  government  and  at  once  be- 
gan the  difficult  work  of  transforming  the 
wild  prairie  into  productive  fields.  The  fam- 
ily lived  in  true  pioneer  style,  eKperioucing 
many  hardships  and  privations,  but  at  Jie 
same  time  enjoying  some  pleasures  which  arc 
not  known  at  the  present  day.  The  Greene 
fimiily  was  originally  from  Tennessee,  but  the 
rcjjrL'sentatives  of  the  name,  who  first  cair.e 
Xit  Illinois,  made  their  way  to  this  state  irom 
Kentucky  settling  in  Madison  county  near  FA- 
wardsville.  Greene  county  was  named  in  lion- 
or  of  John  trreene,  who  died  in  Springlield, 
wliile  serving  his  district  as  a  member  of  the 
state  legislature.  Mrs.  Watkins'  grandfathei' 
Greene  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  who  serv.'d 
throughout  the  war  for  iudependence  and  also 
took  part  in  some  of  the  Indian  wars.  Mrs. 
Watkins  was  the  eldest  of  a  family  of  nine 
chiidron  and  she  and  the  j'oungcst  are  the  only 
ones  now  living.  Betsey  lived  to  an  advanced 
age,  but  has  now  passed  away.  George,  who 
was  marriwl  and  had  a  family,  died  in  March. 
1»04.  Hophia  was  the  wife  of  Samuel  Wat- 
kins. Polly  was  the  wife  of  John  Close. 
Xancy  was  the  wife  of  Chris  Atterl)erry  and 
they  had  five  children.  Rhoda  married  John 
Brown,  Jesse  dietl  unmarried  at  the  age  of 
thirty-six  years.  Tillie,  the  youngest,  is  the 
wife  of  Samuel  Watkins,  and  has  five  children. 
Mrs.  Lucinda  Watkins  has  forty-five  grand- 
children, over  one  hundred  great-gramlchildven 
and  several  great-great-grandchildren.  The 
youngest  grandchild  is  at  least  twenty-two  years 
of  age,  and  the  oldest  is  fifty-five  years  of  age, 
having  been  born  in  1849.  A  photograph  has 
just  been  taken  of  five  generations  of  the  fam- 
ily and  the  youngest  in  the  group  is  nineteen 
years  of  age.  Mrs.  Watkins  has  lived  upon 
her  present  farm  for  seventy-seven  years,  occu- 
pying the  present  house  for  sixly-two  years. 
She  had  few  privileges  and  advantages  in  youth, 
attending  school  perhaps  only  six  weeks,  hut 
she  has  been  a  witness  of  remarkable  changes 
in  Menard  county  and  Illinois  and,  in  fact, 
throughout   the   country,   and   the   years  have 


brought  )ier  knowledge  of  the  worid's  advance- 
ment. She  can  relate  many  interesting  inci- 
dents concerning  the  methods  of  living  in  the 
early  days  and  events  which  occurred  in  pio- 
neer times.  She  made  all  of  the  clothing  us^.-d 
by  the  fandly  from  wool  raised  on  the  farm. 
They  also  raised  cotton  to  mix  with  the  wool. 
At  that  i)eriod  in  ber  life  tlierc  was  no  town 
in  Menard  county  and  the  settlers  had  to  go 
long  distances  to  market.  It  was  necessary 
that  one  should  go  to  Vandalia  to  secure  a 
marriage  license.  There  was  at  that  time  a 
Mrs.  Rachel  Clary,  the  widow  of  Spencer  Clary, 
who  had  two  suitors,  one  Banister  Bond  and 
the  other  AUjert  Hunter.  On  a  certain  occa- 
sion Bond  went  to  Vandalia  on  horseback  to 
get  a  license  to  wed  Mrs.  Clary.  On  the  re- 
turn trip  he  met  Mr.  Hunter  going  on  foot  for 
the  same  purpose.  Bond  told  Hunter  that  he 
had  the  license,  whereupon  Hunter  remarked, 
'"That  beats  the  eternal,"  but  he  quietly  gave 
way  iH'fore  the  more  successful  suitor.  Mrs. 
Watkins  is  now  the  oldest  person  living  in 
tins  county.  She  has  been  a  widow  since  1858 
and  she  has  continuously  resided  upon  the  old 
home  where  she  and  her  husband  lived  in 
their  early  married  life.  She  has  one  hundred 
acres  of  land  here,  and  her  son,  Jesse  K.  Wat- 
kins, together  with  his  family,  live  with  her. 
He  has  five  children,  all  living,  namely :  John 
B.,  who  married  Miss  Ella  Stith  and  lives  near 
Oakford;  Thompson  M,,  at  home;  George,  who 
is  living  in  Petersburg;  Lulu  Ortman,  who 
resides  in  Atterberry;  and  Woodson  G,,  who 
is  located  at  Chandlerville. 


RUSSELL  WATKIXS. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  son  of  Mc- 
Clane  and  Hannah  E.  Watkins.  His  father 
was  born  December  28,  182(i,  three  miles 
southwest  of  Petersburg,  Illinois,  his  parents 
being  Thomas  and  Mary  (Greene)  Watkins, 
who  came  to  this  state  from  Green  county, 
Kentucky.  When  McClane  Watkins  was  seven 
years  of  age  he  was  attacked  with  fever  and 
the  attending  physician  gave  him  mercury  in 
the  form  of  calomel,  which  produced  salivation 
that  so  effected  him  that  his  entire  system  was 
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wrecked  and  lie  was  a  holplesa  cripple  for  life. 
He  was  never  able  to  walk  but  his  vital  or- 
gans and  brain  were  not  affeetwi.  In  niiiny 
respects  he  was  a  man  of  wonderful  gifts.  lie 
seemed,  by  intuition,  to  know  all  about  horses 
and  cattle.  His  business  ability  was  of  the 
very  best  and  in  spite  of  his  crippled  condi- 
tion he  amassed  quite  a  fortune.  He  was  never 
out  of  the  state  of  Illinois;  was  never  on  a 
steamboat  or  the  cars.  In  fact  he  never  rode 
in  any  conveyance  but  a  farm  wagon  or  the 
little  wagon  that  was  made  especially  for  him, 
and  was  never  more  than  one  hundred  miles 
from  the  place  where  lie  was  born.  In  1859 
he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Hannah  Ellen 
Jones,  who  was  born  March  2A,  1838,  and  died 
October  13,  1866.  He  died  June  (i,  1902,  at 
tJie  age  of  seventy-five  years,  five  montJis  and 
eiglit  days. 

Russell  Watkins  was  bom  near  Petersburg, 
July  29,  1860,  and  has  one  sister,  Mary,  who 
was  born  May  7,  18CC,  and  is  now  the  wife  of 
Edward  Miller,  residing  in  Petersburg.  Rus- 
sell Watkins  has  never  married.  He  owns  n 
large  farm  three  miles  southwest  of  Petersburg 
and  is  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising, 
in  iMjth  of  which  he  is  very  successful.  He 
is  a  plain,  unassuming  man,  attends  strictly 
to  bis  own  affairs,  and  is  a  shrewd  and  success- 
ful man  in  all  that  he  undertakes.  He  stands 
very  high  among  his  neighbors  as  a  man  of 
honesty  and  integrity. 


N.   W.   BRANSON. 

N.  W.  Branson,  secretary  of  the  state  iioard 
of  law  examiners  of  Illinois  and  |»rominent  in 
legal  and  political  circles,  is  a  native  of  Jack- 
sonville. His  father,  William  Branson,  was 
Ixirn  in  North  Carolina  and  his  mother,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Jane  Cooledge,  was  a  native 
of  Kentucky.  They  were  married  in  the  latter 
state  and  almost  immediately  removed  to  Jack- 
sonville, Illinois,  where  Mr.  Branson  continued 
to  reside  until  his  death,  being  a  factor  in  the 
business  life  of  that  city  as  a  furniture  dealer. 
In  his  political  views  he  was  a  Republican,  in- 
terested in  the  work  of  the  jiarty  and  doing 
pviTvthing  in  his  power  to  promote  its  growth 


and  insure  its  succiss.  He  exercised  consid- 
erable influence  in  political  affairs,  his  opinions 
carrying  weight  in  the  councils  of  the  pany 
and  at  one  time  he  efficiently  served  as  mayor 
of  Jacksonville.  Both  he  and  his  wife  have 
passed  away.  In  his  fraternal  relations  he 
Has  an  Odd  Fellow  and  he  belonged  to  the 
l*resbyterian  church. 

N,  W.  Branson,  the  eldest  of  a  family  of 
five  children  and  the  only  one  now  living. 
I)egan  his  education  in  a  subscription  school 
and  afterward  attended  the  high  school  of 
which  Newton  Bateman  was  teacher.  Later  lie 
continued  his  studies  in  the  Illinois  College 
and  WHS  graduated  on  the  completion  of  the 
classical  course.  Desiring  to  enter  upon  the 
practice  of  law,  lie  studied  with  David  A. 
Smith,  a  well  known  attorney  of  that  day,  and, 
having  mastered  many  of  the  principles  of 
jurisprudence,  successfully  passed  the  examin- 
ation required  for  admission  to  the  bar. 

Mr.  Branson  chose  Petersburg  as  the  scene 
of  his  professional  labors  and  coming  to  this 
city  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  chosen 
lirofossion.  He  has  since  resided  here,  enjoy- 
ing a  large  clientage,  which  has  been  accorded 
him  in  recognition  of  his  comprehensive  under- 
standing of  the  law,  his  close  application,  his 
fidelity  to  the  interests  of  his  clients  and  his 
strict  regard  for  the  high  ethics  of  the  pro- 
fos-sion.  He  has  lieen  connected  with  much  of 
the  important  litigation  tried  in  the  courts  of 
his  district.  He  belongs  to  the  Illinois  State 
Bar  Association  and  he  owns  a  very  valuable 
law  library  with  the  contents  of  which  he  is 
largely  familiar. 

In  his  political  views  Mr,  Branson  has  al- 
ways bei'n  a  Rcjiublican  since  age  conferred  upon 
him  the  right  of  franchise  and  his  labors  in 
behalf  of  the  hoard  have  won  public  recog- 
nition as  to  their  value  and  importance.  H« 
has  twice  been  a  member  of  the  state  Republi- 
can central  committee,  was  once  a  delegate  to 
the  national  Republican  convention  and  was 
twice  an  alternate  to  the  national  conventions 
of  his  party.  He  also  served  as  presidential 
elector  and  was  register  in  bankruptcy  under 
the  bankniptcy  law  of  1867,  being  appointed 
to  the  position  by  Chief  Justice  Chase,  Be 
held  the  office  during  the  time  that  the  la» 
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was  in  force,  Iiaviug  jurisdifUoii  over  all  of 
southern  Illinois,  int'luding  sixty  counties,  with 
offiws  for  several  j'ears  in  Springfield,  He 
was  twice  elected  a  member  of  the  state  legis- 
lature and  served  for  three  sessions.  While 
serving  in  the  twenty-eighth  general  assembly 
he  was  chairman  of  the  committee  on  state  in- 
stitutions and  a  member  of  the  committei's  on 
judiciary  and  state  penitentiaries.  During  the 
twenty-ninth  general  assembly  Haines  was 
sjH'akcr  of  the  house  and  the  legislature  was 
Democratic.  During  that  term  Mr.  Branson 
served  also  on  the  judiciary  and  penitentiary 
committees  and  some  others.  There  were  two 
sessions  called  for  tlic  twenty-eighth  general  as- 
sembly, a  special  one  being  convened  for  the 
purpose  of  revising  the  laws.  Other  political 
honors  have  been  conferred  ujion  Mr.  Branson. 
He  was  master  commissioner  of  the  United 
Statw  courts  in  Springfield  and  Chicago  for  a 
numlHT  of  years  and  during  that  period  he 
had  control  of  the  legal  departments  of  sev- 
eral railroad  receiverships.  Several  roads 
were  sold  under  decrees  of  United  States  courts 
during  that  period  and  his  operations  in  this 
eonnw'tion  involved  millions  of  dollars  and 
many  legal  technicalities.  His  course,  how- 
<'\er.  was  over  sustained  by  the  United  States 
apjK-llate  and  supreme  courts.  He  was  the 
representative  of  the  court  during  the  time  of 
thi'so  railroad  receiverships  and  was  thus  con- 
nwted  with  thousands  of  legal  points,  on  which 
he  gave  exjiert  legal  "|]inions,  his  decisions  al- 
ways lK>ing  sustained  by  those  higher  in  author- 
ity. The  federal  courts  would  foreclose  the  rc- 
oeivershiji  of  the  railroads  and  Mr.  Branson 
would  then  have  in  charge  the  sale  of  the  roads 
in  order  to  satisfy  the  creditors.  During  bis 
term  of  office  there  was  an  unusual  amount  of 
this  business  to  he  transacted  and  hie  course 
awakened  uniform  commendation  because  of  its 
justice. 

Aside  from  his  more  specifically  political 
duties  Mr.  Branson  has  done  much  in  behalf 
of  the  public  service,  occupying  positions  of 
trust  and  responsibility  wherein  he  has  ever 
been  found  faithful  to  his  duty.  He  was  a 
trustee  of  the  Illinois  institution  for  the  blind 
for  eighteen  years  and  he  was  appointed  by  the 
Ruprenie  court  a  member  of  the  state  board  of 


law  e.tamiuers  upon  its  creation  in  18tl7.  He 
is  yet  connected  with  the  board  and  is  now 
serving  as  its  secretary  and  treasurer.  He  is 
vice-president  and  director  of  the  Old  Salem 
Cliautau<|ua  Association  and  is  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  having  been  made  a 
^lason  in  -lacksonvlUe,  IMinois.  He  now  be- 
longs to  Clinton  lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Peters- 
Mr.  Branson  was  married  to  Miss  Fannie 
Eegnier,  of  Jlcnard  eoimty,  and  they  have  two 
childn'u:  Edward  It.,  who  is  telegraph  editor 
of  the  Springfield  Journal;  and  Ella  R.,  who 
resides  with  her  parents.  X'otwithstanding  his 
extremely  active  lite  he  is  a  man  of  remark- 
able vitality,  actively  connected  with  important 
and  extensive  legal  and  (Mlitical  interests.  He 
has  a  statesman's  grasp  of  affairs  and  in  mat- 
ters of  deep  political  concern  he  has  always 
kept  well  informed,  exerting  strong  influence 
in  support  of  the  measures  and  movements 
which  he  has  deemed  wonld  prove  of  value  in 
jiromoting  the  welfare  of  state  and  nation. 


FHEEMAX  0.  B.  BAKER. 

Freeman  0.  It.  Baker,  a  nicnilMT  of  the  Me- 
nard county  bar,  practicing  in  Petersburg,  was 
)>orn  in  Salisbury,  Illinois,  January  26,  IS'i'a, 
his  parents  iieing  0.  R.  and  Polly  Ann  (Dun- 
can) Baker.  His  paternal  grandfather  was 
John  Baker,  of  Ohio,  and  the  maternal  grand- 
father was  William  Duncan,  a  native  of  Ken- 
tucky. Both  were  farmers  and  wen-  prominent 
in  their  day  and  locality.  O.  R.  Baker  was 
also  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  was  a  roan 
of  influence'  in  his  community.  He  took  an 
active  and  helpful  interest  in  piddic  affairs, 
aided  in  shaping  the  public  policy  along  pro- 
gressive lines,  and  twice  served  as  county  treas- 
urer of  Sangamon  county.  HIinois. 

Freeman  0.  R.  Baker  pursued  his  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town  and 
in  1893  began  teaching  school  at  Sugar  Point, 
in  Menard  county.  He  followed  that  |)rofcs- 
sion  for  about  seven  years  and  during  the  last 
three  years  was  principal  of  the  first  ward 
school  in  Petersburg,  He  gained  an  excellent 
reputation   ns  an  educator,  his  service  giving 
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fji'iH'ral  satisfsK-tion,  Imt  desiring  to  iiecoiiic  a 
nioiiiber  of  the  bar  he  devoted  his  Jeisure  tiiiiR 
to  the  study  of  law  and  was  admitted  to  prac- 
tice in  1900,  after  sut-cessfully  passing  an  exam- 
ination before  the  supremo  court.  Tlie  follow- 
ing year  he  was  elected  city  attorney  of  Peters- 
burg, and  in  October,  1901,  he  was  appointed 
muster  in  chancery  of  Menard  county  by  the 
circuit  court.  His  mind  is  analytical  and  in 
the  jtrcparation  of  his  cases  he  is  careful  and 
painstaking,  so  that  he  presents  his  cause  be- 
fore the  court  in  a  clear,  concise,  logical  man- 
ner. 

Politically  a  Democrat,  Mr.  Haker  takes  an 
active  interest  in  the  work  nf  the  party  and 
has  contributed  to  its  local  success  by  his  ef- 
forts for  its  growth.  He  regards  the  duties  of 
citizenship  as  abundantly  worthy  of  bia  best 
efforts  and  has  been  the  champion  of  many 
nK'asures  which  have  proven  of  value  to  city 
and  county.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with 
the  Knights  of  Pythias  lodge  of  Petersburg,  in 
which  he  has  filled  all  the  chairs  and  he  was 
one  of  the  charter  members  of  the  Modem 
Woodmen  camp,  of  which  he  served  as  tlic 
first  venerable  counsel. 

In  Springfield,  Illinois,  on  the  1st  of  June, 
1898,  Mr.  Baker  was  married  to  Miss  Liira  51. 
Primm,  of  Athens,  Illinois,  and  unto  them 
have  been  born  two  children,  Corlin  Primm 
and  Margery  Baker.  The  parents  are  widely 
and  favorably  known  socially,  and  their  circle 
of  friends,  like  his  practice,  is  constanlly  grow- 
ing. 


FRAXK  A.  TERHUXK. 
Frank  A.  Terhuue  is  numbered  among  Me- 
nard county's  native  sons,  his  birth  having  oc- 
curred June  Ifi,  1S(I9,  on  the  old  family  home- 
stead, where  he  now  resides  and  where  lie  owns 
and  operates  three  hundred  and  forty  acres 
of  rich  and  valuable  land.  He  is  a  son  of 
James  and  Ann  Elizabetii  (Harrison)  Terhtine, 
who  were  natives  of  Kentucky.  The  father  was 
a  farmer  by  occupation  and  in  1853  left  his 
native  slate  for  Menard  county,  Illinois.  He 
located  first  at  Petersburg,  but  soon  afterward 
removed  to  Indian  Point  and  subsequently  pur- 


chased land  near  Curtis,  wher*-  he  began  farm- 
ing and  stock-raising.  He  made  bis  home  in 
that  locality  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
June  15,  1887,  when  he  was  fifty-!?is  years 
of  age,  while  his  wife  died  April  6,  ISS.i.  at 
the  age  of  fifty-five  years. 

Xo  event  of  special  importance  occurred  to 
vary  the  routine  of  farm  life  for  Frank  A. 
Terhune  in  his  youth.  He  was  educated  in 
the  Curtis  school  and  has  always  lived  upon 
the  old  family  homestead.  His  father  died 
when  the  son  was  but  eighteen  years  of  age 
and  he  at  once  took  charge  of  the  farm  in 
partnership  with  his  brother  C.  L.  Terhune. 
He  has  since  conducted  the  home  place  with 
good  result  and  in  connection  with  the  rais- 
ing of  the  cereals  best  adapted  to  the  soil  and 
climate  he  is  also  successfully  engaged  in  the 
I>reeding  of  Hereford  cattle  and  Poland  China 
hogs.  He  now  owns  three  hundred  and  forty 
acres  of  land,  all  of  which  he  cultivates.  He 
has  improved  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of 
this  and  has  i)laceii  his  farm  in  excellent  con- 
dition, keeping  the  buildings  and  fences  in 
good  repair  and  utilizing  the  latest  improved 
machinery  in  the  cultivation  of  his  crops. 

On  the  J6th  of  December,  1891,  occurred 
the  marriage  of  Frank  A-  Terhune  and  Miss 
Flora  E.  Spear,  a  daughter  of  G.  G.  Spi-ar. 
She  was  born  August  2.  IS'M,  and  is  a  graduate 
of  the  Oreenview  high  school.  Her  father 
carried  on  general  fanning  and  stock-raising  on 
sectiim  30,  township  19.  He  was  bom  in 
Vermont,  October  6,  183(;,  and  was  the  third 
in  a  family  of  seven  children  born  unto  Elisha 
and  Lucrctia  (Walker)  Spear,  who  came  to 
this  state  in  the  fall  of  lS:i8,  and  were  there- 
fore early  settlers  of  the  county.  George  Spear 
was  then  but  two  years  of  age  and  upon  the 
old  family  homestead  he  was  reared  and  has 
resided  thereon  throughout  his  entire  life. 

In  his  youth  lie  aided  in  the  arduous  task 
of  develo]iing  a  new  farm  and  in  later  years 
he  has  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits  along 
the  most  j)rogressive  Hnes,  using  the  latest  im- 
jiroved  machinery  and  equipping  liis  place  with 
modern  accessories. 

On  the  fith  of  October,  1870.  George  Spear 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  \.  Daw- 
sou,   who   was   horn    in   Indiana,   in    Oetolx'r, 
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1841.  They  l>etame  the  parents  of  three  chil- 
dri-n:  Flora,  who  was  l>orn  August  2,  IHTl; 
Elva,  born  January  2G,  1873;  and  Elisha  G., 
Iwru  January  2S,  18JG.  After  his  marriage 
tlie  father  continued  farming  on  the  old  home 
place  and  is  now  the  owner  of  a  valuable  tract 
of  land  of  five  hundred  and  forty  acres.  He 
has  been  very  successful  in  liis  chosen  life  work 
and  because  of  his  unremitting  diligence  is 
now  the  possossor  of  a  very  fine  property. 

Vnto  5Ir.  and  Mrs.  Terhune  have  been  born 
two  children:  Francis  Lee,  bom  July  13, 
11)01 ;  and  Marshall  Henry,  whose  birth  oc- 
curred April  11,  1904.  The  parents  are  devot- 
wl  members  and  active  workers  of  the  Presbv- 
tcrian  church  of  Greenview,  in  which  Mr.  Ter- 
hune is  serving  as  one  of  the  elders.  His  busi- 
ness interests  are  extensive  and  claim  much  of 
his  time  and  attention,  yet  he  has  found  o]>- 
portunity  to  assist  in  tJie  church  work  and 
to  promote  many  enterprises  for  the  general 
good.  He  realizes  that  tlie  development  of 
character  is  all  that  really  counts  in  the  world 
and  while  he  has  won  success  he  has  also  made 
for  himself  an  honorable  name  by  reason  of 
his  straightforward  methods  and  his  justice  to 
all  in  business  transactions. 


MISS  ELVA  G.  SPEAR. 
Miss  Elva  G.  Spear,  one  of  the  property 
holders  of  township  18,  was  bom  January  2G, 
1873,  and  is  a  daughter  of  G.  G.  Spear  and 
a  sister  of  Mrs.  Frank  A.  Terhune.  She  has 
made  her  home  with  Mrs.  Terhune  since  March, 
1808.  and  she  owns  one  hundriKl  and  eighty 
acres  of  land  which  is  managed  by  Mr.  Ter- 
hune. She  is  a  graduate  of  the  Greenview 
high  school  and  spends  her  winters  in  the  south 
or  in  Colorado. 


JONATHAN  COLBY. 
Jonathan  Colby,  deceased,  during  the  period 
between  the  pioneer  epoch  in  the  history  of 
Menard  county  and  the  latter  part  of  the  nine- 
teenth century,  so  utilized  his  opportunities 
and   the   business   conditions  of   this   part    of 


the  state  that  he  gained  a  place  among  its  ex- 
tensive landowners  and  substantial  citizens, 
and,  moreover,  lie  always  maintained  an  hon- 
orable reputation  and  an  unspotted  record  for 
Imsiness  integrity.  Ho  was  t)orn  in  Hopkin- 
ton.  New  Hampshire,  seven  miles  from  Con- 
cord, March  10,  1808,  and  was  a  son  of  Tim- 
othy and  l.ydia  (Herriek)  Colby,  the  former 
a  native  of  New  Hampshire  and  the  latter  of 
Massachusetts,  both  representing  old  families 
of  New  England.  Timotliy  Colby  was  a  farmer 
and  lumberman  of  the  east  and  in  addition  to 
the  tilling  of  the  soil  operated  a  lumber  mill, 
becoming,  through  the  careful  conduct  of  liis 
business  interests,  a  well-to-do  man  of  his  lo- 
cality. In  addition  to  his  other  interests  he 
furnished  shipniasts  for  the  shipwrights  of 
Portsmouth.  His  last  days  were  spent  at  the 
old  homestead  in  the  Granite  state  and  both 
be  and  his  wife  died  when  about  ninety  years 
of  age, 

Jonathan  Coliiy  began  his  education  in  a 
district  school  and  also  attended  a  select  scliool 
of  Hopkinton,  and  when  he  attained  his  ma- 
jority lie  went  to  Boston,  where  he  engaged  as 
a  clerk  in  a  mercantile  store.  He  afterward 
removed  to  western  New  York,  when  he  was 
about  twenty-five  years  of  age,  but  did  not  tarry 
long  in  the  Empire  stnte.  Starting  westward, 
he  made  his  way  to  Cliicago  by  canal  and  the 
Great  Lakes,  and  thence  proceeded  to  Salem, 
Illinois,  where  ho  purchased  land  in  what  is 
now  Petersburg  township,  tbe  purchase  price 
being  a  dollar  and  a  quarter  per  acre.  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  was  at  that  time  postmaster  of 
Salem.  A  friend  from  the  east  brought  five 
letters  for  Mr.  Colby  to  Illinois,  but  stopping 
in  Chicago  he  sent  the  letters  on  by  mail.  Mr. 
Iiincoln,  putting  the  letters  in  his  big  hat, 
went  out  to  collect  from  Mr.  Colby  the  price 
of  ])08tage — twenty-five  cents  apiece,  or  a  dol- 
lar and  a  quarter  for  all — which  at  that  time 
was  tbe  price  of  an  acre  of  land.  Today  the 
land  sells  for  one  hundred  and  forty  dollars 
per  acre,  while  the  postage  on  that  amount  of 
mail  would  \>e  ten  cents.  Arriving  in  this 
county  in  1834,  Mr.  Colby  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  farming  and  as  the  years  passed  by  he 
pros|>ercd.  He  invested  his  earnings,  above 
what  was  needed  for  the  expenses  of  the  home 
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and  farm,  in  more  laud  and  evontually  bewiine 
tile  owiitT  of  twelve  or  fourteen  liiimlred  acres, 
wiiieli  gradually  inereaeed  in  value,  owing  to 
tiie  cidtivatiou  lie  bestowed  upon  it  and  a  rise 
consequent  upon  tiie  increased  population.  He 
was  one  of  the  well-to-do  men  of  Menard  coun- 
ty, and  Ills  sueeesiJ  was  attriiiutable  to  his  own 
effort,*. 

^Ir.  Colliy  WHS  married  in  183T  to  Miss 
Lydia  Injials.  a  native  of  Connecticut  and  a 
daugiitcr  of  Epliriam  and  Lucy  Ingals,  of  Pom- 
fret.  Conrnttieiit,  who  died  in  that  state,  their 
children  afterward  coming  west  to  Cass  county, 
Illinois.  It  wa.s  in  this  neighlrorhood  that  Mrs. 
(.'olhy  met  her  future  husband,  t'nto  Mr.  and 
ilrs.  CoH)y  were  bom  .si.x  children:  William 
]).,  a  resident  of  Henry  county.  Illinois;  Mrs. 
Mary  K.  Dixcm,  of  Menard  county:  Sarah  S., 
Ihc  widow  of  John  Bceknian,  of  Menard  coun- 
ty; Henry  H.,  who  is  living  at  Rock  Creek, 
Menanl  county;  Mrs.  Maria  L.  Rncker,  of  Bos- 
ton, Massachusetts;  Grosvenor  G.,  a  resident  of 
Petersburg  township.  The  father  died  in  the 
fall  of  IHS.i  and  tlie  mother's  death  occurred 
in  the  fall  of  1858.  They  were  both  members 
of  tlie  Congregational  church  and  Mr.  Colby 
was  a  ^^Hiig  in  his  political  views,  until  the 
dissolution  of  the  party,  when  he  joined  the 
ranks  of  the  new  Republican  party.  He  was 
never  an  office  seeker,  but  was  interested  in 
public  progress  and  iniprovenient  and  was  the 
chain]iion  of  many  progressive  measures.  He 
enjoyed  in  large  measure  the  respect,  confi- 
dence and  admiration  of  his  fellow  men,  be- 
cause of  liis  success  and  the  straightforward 
manner  in  which  it  was  gained,  and  from 
pioneer  times  to  his  death  he  was  classed  with 
the  valued  citizens  of  hi?  community. 


.TOHX  n.  CLARY. 

ifenard  county  iigures  as  one  of  the  most 
attractive,  progressive  and  prosperous  divisions 
of  the  state  of  Illinois,  justly  claiming  a  high 
order  of  citizenship  and  a  spirit  of  enterprise 
which  is  certain  to  conserve  consecutive  devel- 
opment and  marked  advancement  in  the  ma- 
terial upbuilding  of  the  section.     The  county 


has  been  and  is  signally  favored  in  the  class 
of  men  who  have  controlled  its  affairs  id  official 
capacity,  and  in  this  connection  the  subject 
of  this  review  demands  representation  a:^  one 
who  has  served  the  county  faithfully  and  vrt-'A 
in  positions  of  distinct  trust  and  responsibility. 
He  is  now  serving  as  rounty  treasurer  and  as 
an  official  as  well  as  private  citizen  he  enjoys 
the  esteem  and  confidence  of  his  fellow  men. 

Mr.  Clary  was  Ixirn  in  township  19,  range  7, 
Menard  county,  three  miles  northwc:-t  of  Pet- 
ersburg, September  15,  18,i5.  His  father, 
Hugh  Clary,  whose  birth  occurred  ■ihout  two 
and  three-quarter  miles  northwest  of  Petersburg 
in  the  year  1831,  is  a  rejircsentative  of  ont- 
of  the  old  and  jiroinincnt  pioneer  faniilie:^  ' 
of  this  part  of  the  state.  The  grandfathfr. 
John  Clary,  settled  in  Ihe  grove  which  was 
named  in  his  honor,  Clary's  Grove,  in  181!*. 
and  took  an  active  and  helpful  part  in  laying 
the  foundation  for  the  present  upbuilding  and 
progress  of  Jlenard  county.  He  aidiil  in  ro- 
claiming  the  district  for  the  uses  of  civiliza- 
tion and  for  many  years  was  actively  identi- 
fied with  agricultural  interests  here.  Hugh 
Clary  was  reared  amid  the  wild  scenc:i  and  en- 
vironments of  jjioucer  life  and  after  arriving 
at  years  of  maturity  he  established  his  home 
in  township  19.  range  7.  There  he  resided  for 
a  nuniiier  of  years,  actively  engaged  in  the  till- 
ing of  the  soil  and  in  his  business  career  lie 
was  ever  found  reliable  and  trustworthy.  He 
was  a  man  whom  to  know  was  to  respect  and 
honor,  because  of  his  fidehty  to  manly  and  " 
upright  ]»rinciplcs.  He  married  Miss  Louisa 
Traylor,  also  a  native  of  Menard  county,  and 
he  died  at  the  home  of  his  son,  J.  H.  Clary. 
in  the  year  1806,  while  his  wife  is  still  living 
with  her  children.  There  were  nine  children 
in  their  family. 

J.  H.  Clary,  the  second  of  the  family,  was 
educated  in  the  district  schools  and  no  event 
of  special  importance  occurred  to  vary  the  rou- 
tine of  farm  life  for  him  in  his  boyhood  and 
youth.  He  worked  in  the  fields  when  not  en- 
gaged with  the  duties  of  the  schoolroom  and 
in  1881  he  began  farming  on  his  own  account. 
locating  four  and  a  half  miles  northwest  of 
Pctersljurg.  where  he  remained  for  a  few 
years.     He  then  sold  that  property  and  bought 
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another  farm,  of  which  he  retained  possession 
for  some  time,  but  at  length  he  disposed  of  that 
and  s|tcnt  one  year  in  Iowa.  In  1888  he  re- 
lurned  to  Menard  county  and  purchased  his 
present  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-two 
and  a  half  acres,  which  is  situated  about  three 
and  a  half  miles  northwest  of  Petersburg  on 
section  34,  township  19,  range  7.  There  he 
lias  since  inducted  agricultural  interests  with 
good  success  and  his  land  is  valuable  and  pro- 
ductive, annually  yielding  to  him  good  harvests 
in  return  for  the  careful  supervision  which 
he  gives  to  the  farm  work. 

On  the  2d  of  March.  1881,  Mr.  Clary  was 
married  to  Miss  Catherine  S.  Rutledge,  a  na- 
tive of  Menard  county  and  a  daughter  of  J. 
M,  Hutledge.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clary  have  be- 
<-ome  the  parents  of  two  children :  Alberta  A., 
now  deceased ;  and  Edith  E.  The  parents  hold 
nienibership  in  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
clmrch  and  Mr.  Clary  gives  his  political  alle- 
giance to  the  Democratic  party.  Ho  has  served 
for  two  terras  as  district  clerk  and  in  1903  he 
was  elected  to  the  oftice  of  county  treasurer, 
which  position  he  is  now  eaiiably  filling.  His 
businoss  career  has  been  marked  by  steady  pro- 
gression and  characterized  by  the  success  which 
always  follows  persistent  labor  and  yet  he  has 
found  time  to  devote  to  the  general  good,  be- 
ing recognized  as  a  public-spirited  citizen. 


•     JOHJf  H.  PESTEL. 

John  H.  Pestcl  is  now  living  retired  in  Oak- 
ford  and  well  does  he  merit  the  rest  which  has 
come  to  him,  for  in  former  years  he  lived  a 
most  active  business  life,  devoting  his  atten- 
tion at  different  times  to  agricultural  pursuits 
and  merchandising.  He  was  born  August  4, 
1845,  in  Menard  county,  on  the  family  home- 
stead, between  Athens  and  Springfield.  Hie 
father,  John  I'cstel,  was  horn  in  Germany,  at- 
tended school  in  that  country  and  in  accord- 
ance with  the  laws  of  his  native  land  also 
served  his  time  in  the  German  army.  When 
about  twenty-six  years  of  age  he  liade  adieu 
to  friends  and  native  land  and  sailed  for  Amer- 
ica, landing  in  Xew  York,  whence  he  made  his 
way  to    Pennsylvania.     There   he  formed    the 


ae(]uaintanee  of  Miss  Hannah  Hailer  and  they 
were  married.  The  lady  was  bom  in  the  Kej- 
stone  state.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Pestel 
followed  carpentering  in  the  east  for  a  time 
and  later  he  removed  to  ypringfield,  Illinois, 
wJiere  he  worked  at  his  trade  for  about  a  year. 
He  then  rente<l  a  small  farm  and  engaged  in 
the  tilling  of  the  soil  in  connection  with  his 
carpenter  work.  Sulisequently,  however,  he 
removed  to  Athens,  where  he  was  employed  in 
a  tan  yard  for  about  a  year.  I.rfiter  he  bought 
thirty-six  acres  of  land  adjoining  Athens.  He 
was  actively  identified  with  early  progress  and 
improvement  in  this  portion  of  the  state,  con- 
tributing through  his  building  operations  to 
the  substantial  development  of  Slenard  county. 
He  was  an  early  settler  and  reliable  business 
man  and  all  who  knew  him  respected  him. 
About  18.52  there  was  a  cholera  epidemic  at 
Athens  and  he  and  his  wife  assisted  materially 
in  the  care  of  the  sick.  There  were  many 
deaths  from  that  disease  and  man}'  [leople  were 
afraid  to  nurse  the  sick  for  fear  of  contract- 
ing the  cholera,  but  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pestel,  with 
marked  unseltishness  and  heroic  sjicrifice,  did 
what  they  could  for  their  neighbors  and  friends. 
They  lost  one  of  their  sons  from  cholera. 
After  living  upon  their  farm  near  Athens  for 
four  years  Mr.  Pestel  lost  his  wife  and  iiecom- 
ing  despondent  on  account  of  his  great  be- 
reavement, he  left  home  and  was  never  heard 
from  again.  It  was  in  February.  1850,  that 
Mrs.  Pestel  was  calknl  to  her  final  rest.  They 
wcR'  the  parent,"  of  five  children,  two  sons  and 
DiTvo  daugjiters:  Louis  C,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy; John  H.;  EmeJiiie,  who  married  James 
Hall  and  is  now  living  near  Athens;  Mary, 
who  died  in  infancy;  and  Annie,  the  wife  of 
Charles  Buchanan,  who  resides  near  Spring- 
field. 

Jolm  H.  Pestel,  when  eleven  years  of  age, 
went  to  live  with  D.  J.  Hiehinson  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  Petersburg  anil  remained  with  him  for 
nine  years.  He  then  began  working  by  the 
month  for  George  Kirby  in  flic  year  1865,  and 
he  continued  in  that  employ  until  1873.  Soon 
after  his  marriage  he  removed  to  a  farm  of 
one  hundred  acres  and  began  the  development 
of  his  land,  transforming  ib  into  highly  culti- 
vated  fields.     He  continued  to  carry  on  gcn- 


Digrizcd  by 


Google 


416 


PAST  AND   PRESENT   OF   MENARD   COUNTY 


eral  agricultural  pureiiita  until  18S)2,  when  lie 
rented  his  farm  and  purchased  the  Samuel 
WatkiiiB  drug  store  in  Oakford.  He  was  thus 
identified  with  mercantile  intcrosts  until  1895, 
when  lie  sold  the  drug  business  to  >1.  0,  Atter- 
Lierry.  He  was  then  retired  for  a  time,  but 
later  again  took  up  busJnc'ss  life.  Since  his 
second  marriage,  however,  he  has  lived  retired 
in  tiie  eujoyuient  of  a  comfortable  competence, 
which  he  has  won  through  [lersistent  and  hon- 
orable effort. 

On  the  5th  of  December,  1872,  Mr.  Pestel 
was  married  to  Miss  Nancy  J.  Atterborry,  a 
daughter  of  Christopher  and  Nancy  (Kirby) 
Atterberry,  There  were  no  children  by  this 
marriajre.  On  the  9th  of  December,  189G,  Mr. 
Pestel  was  again  married,  his  second  union  be- 
ing with  Mrs.  Tillie  Kendall,  a  daughter  of 
JEorris  and  Sophia  (Atterberry)  Lownsbcrry. 
Her  father  was  born  in  Menard  county  where 
the  town  of  Oakford  now  stands  and  her  moth- 
er's birth  occurred  near  the  town  of  Atterlrcrry. 
They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  five 
sons  and  three  daughters,  namely:  Mrs.  Pes- 
tel; J.  C,  who  is  married  and  lives  near  Oak- 
ford; C.  W.,  who  is  married  and  resides  in  the 
same  locality;  Addie  and  Curtis,  twins,  who 
died  in  childhood;  one  who  died  in  infancy; 
Collie,  who  is  married  and  resides  on  the  old 
homestead;  and  Freddie,  who  died  in  child- 
hood. The  father  of  Mrs.  Pestel  was  reared  as 
a  farmer  lad,  attending  school  until  the  time 
of  his  marriage,  when  he  purchased  a  farm 
and  began  its  further  cultivation  and  develop- 
ment. He  also  engaged  in  stock-raising  and  as 
hip  financial  resources  increased  he  extended 
the  boundaries  of  his  property  until  he  had 
about  four  hundred  acres  of  fine  farming  land. 
He  has  been  a  pros[)crous  buyer  and  fee<ler  of 
cattle  and  hogs,  selling  many  carloads  of  stock 
in  his  day.  At  the  present  time  he  is  living 
retired  from  further  labor,  having  turned  his 
farm  over  to  liis  three  sons,  who  are  now  ope- 
rating it.  He  has  been  influential  and  active 
in  public  affairs,  has  served  as  a  member  of 
the  school  board  for  ten  or  flfti'cn  years  and 
has  given  earnest  siip]>ort  to  many  public  meas- 
ures that  have  benefited  his  locality.  He  votes 
with  the  Democracy  and  he  has  been  a  faithful 
church   meml)er   for  eighteen  years,  taking   a 


very  active  and  helpful  part  in  the  work  of  the 
Jlethodist  Episcopal  church  at  Oakford  until 
failing  healtli  caused  him  to  leave  these  duties 
to  others. 

Mr.  Pestel  has  I)een  solicited  to  accept  put>- 
lic  office,  but  has  always  refused,  save  when  he 
served  as  mayor  of  Oakford  and  as  a  nieirdier  of 
the  town  board  several  times.  Prompt  and 
faithful  as  a  public  otlicial,  he  rendered  to  his 
town  capable  service  by  the  manner  in  which 
he  discharged  his  duties.  He  belongs  to  the 
Modern  Woodmen  camp  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  chureh,  while  his  wife  belongs  to  the 
Slefhodist  Episcopal  church.  They  are  lioth 
highly  csteenK'd  people  of  Jlenard  county,  en- 
joying the  friendship  ami  favorable  regard  of 
many  with  whom  they  have  been  associated 
and  in  its  history  they  well  deserve  mention. 
The  life  record  of  Mr.  Pestel  proves  the  value 
of  activity  and  honesty  in  a  business  career 
and  his  example  is  in  many  respects  worthy  of 
emulation. 


EDWARD  EVERT  CLAYPOOL. 

Edward  Evert  Claypool,  who,  iis  the  most  ex- 
tensive ship|K?r  of  horses  and  mules  in  Menard 
county,  is  an  important  factor  in  its  business 
circles,  was  bom  July  19,  18G5j  upon  the  farm 
on  section  18.  township  19,  range  5,  ujion  which 
his  father,  William  Claypool,  now  resides.  The 
latter  was  i)orn  near  Athens,  Mareh,14.  1H.11, 
which  indicates  that  the  family  was  connected 
with  the  county  in  its  pioneer  epoch.  The 
grandparents  of  our  subject  were  Levi  and 
ilelinda  (Rollins)  Claypool,  the  former  a  na- 
tive of  Virginia  and  the  latter  of  Kentucky. 
They  were  married  in  Kentucky,  whence  they 
removed  to  Ohio,  and  in  1827  they  came  to 
Menard  county,  Illinois,  settling  on  a  farm  two 
miles  south  of  Athens,  which  Levi  Claypool  en- 
tered from  the  government.  There  he  carried 
on  agricultural  pursuits  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  February  2,  1867,  while  his  birth  oc- 
curred February  19,  1793.  His  wife,  who  was 
bom  ilay  8.  1801,  died  February  16,  1892.  at 
the  very  advanced  age  of  ninety-one  yearB. 

William  Claypool  was  educated  in  the  sub- 
scription schools,  for  the  public-school  system 
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liad  not  then  been  established.  Upon  the  home 
farm,  amid  the  environment  of  the  frontier, 
lie  was  reared  and  after  attaining  his  majority 
lie  chose  as  a  life  work  the  occupation  witli 
wiiich  lie  had  become  familiar  in  his  youth. 
He  has  for  many  years  successfully  engaged  in 
general  fanning  and  stock-raising  and  during 
the  period  of  the  Civil  war  he  bought  and  sold 
horses  for  the  government,  making  purchases 
throughout  this  section  of  the  country.  After 
the  war  he  returned  to  the  farm  upon  which  he 
now  resides  and  he  has  placed  all  of  the  im- 
provements upon  it,  for  when  he  took  posses- 
sion it  WHS  a  tract  of  raw  prairie.  He  now  lias 
five  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  as  highly  cul- 
tivated land  as  can  be  found  in  the  county,  and 
tiiat  his  farm  is  one  of  the  most  productive, 
and  therefore  one  of  the  most  valuable,  is  due 
entirely  to  his  own  labors,  guided  !iy  sound 
husiness  judgment  and  experience.  He  has  al- 
ways raised  very  high  grades  of  horses  and 
cattle  and  now  has  a  fine  herd  of  Aberdeen 
Angus  cattle  of  almut  fifty  head. 

On  the  30tii  of  September,  18()3,  William 
Chijpool  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Engle, 
a  daughter  of  William  Engle,  a  native  of  Vir- 
ginia. Mrs.  Claypool  was  born  in  Ohio  and 
with  her  parents  came  to  Menard  county  in 
1823,  the  family  home  being  established  in 
Sugar  Grove,  where  the  father  engaged  in  farm- 
ing and  stock-raising.  He  also  conducted  the 
first  store  in  that  part  of  the  county,  its  loca- 
tion being  on  the  present  site  of  Sweetwater, 
Illinois.  He  was  born  April  1,  1800,  and  died 
November  8,  1870,  while  his  wife,  who  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Elizabeth  Alkire,  and  was 
born  April  27,  1808,  died  March  30th,  1900. 
She  was  a  member  of  (lie  Christian  church. 

Edward  Evert  Claypool,  son  of  William  and 
Elizabeth  Claypool,  pursued  his  more  si>e- 
cilically  literary  education  in  Orecnview  and 
afterward  attended  Brown's  Business  College 
of  Jacksonville.  He  then  returned  to  the  farm 
and  has  since  conducted  a  general  stock  busi- 
ness, buying  and  selling  horses,  mules  and  cat- 
tle, hut  making  a  specialty  of  the  first.  He 
ships  a  carload  of  horses  and  mules  each  week 
and  employs  three  men  in  buying  horses.  His 
business  has  reached  extensive  proportions  and 
is  profitable,  his  sales   annually  returning  to 


him  a  good  income.  He  ships  to  St.  Louis  and 
Chicago,  but  finds  the  former  city  the  best  mar- 
ket for  mules,  a  larger  number  of  mules  being 
sold  there  annually  than  in  any  other  market  of 
the  world.  He  has  a  barn  that  will  contain  one 
hundred  and  twenty  head  of  horses  and  mules, 
and  his  other  equipments  on  his  farm  ate  in 
keeping  with  that  fine  structure.  He  also  has 
from  one  to  two  carloads  of  Aberdeen  Angus 
cattle  upon  his  farm  all  the  time.  In  1890  he 
erected  a  nice  residence  on  the  farm,  which  he 
now  occupies. 

On  the  23d  of  July,  1899,  Mr.  Claypool  mar- 
ried Miss  Emma  Simmons,  a  daughter  of  A.  P. 
and  Nancy  (Stackhousc)  Simmons,  who  re- 
moved from  England  to  Canada  in  early  life, 
living  there  when  the  country  was  so  wild  that 
they  had  to  continually  watch  their  wheat  crops 
to  keep  them  from  being  destroyed  by  the  deer 
and  had  to  build  pitfalls  for  the  bears,  so  nu- 
merous and  troublesome  were  they.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Simmons  removed  to  Bloomington,  Illi- 
nois, at  the  time  the  Chicago  &  Alton  Railroad 
was  being  built  and  he  acted  as  suiierin  ten  dent 
of  construction.  He  afterward  removed  to 
Dwight,  where  he  conducted  a  large  black- 
smith shop  and  wagon  factory.  He  was  run 
over  and  killed  liy  a  train  on  January  7,  1902, 
when  seventy-three  years  of  age,  and  his  widow 
is  still  living  in  Dwight.  Mrs.  Claypool  is  a 
graduate  of  the  high  school  of  Dwight  and 
taught  school  in  and  near  that  place  for  twelve 
yea  re. 

In  his  political  affiliation  Mr.  Claypool  is 
a  Democrat  and  for  two  terms  he  served  on  the 
school  board,  liut  has  never  sought  office  as  his 
business  affairs  have  fully  occupied  his  time 
and  in  the  development  of  his  business  he  has 
found  ample  incentive  for  the  exercise  of  hia 
powers  and  the  employment  of  his  best  efforts. 
He  afiiiiates  with  the  Christian  ehureh  of 
Green  view. 


CHARLES    CANTRALL. 
The   name  of  Cantrall  is  inseparably  asso- 
ciated with  the  history  of  central  Illinois  and 
the  town  of  Cantrall  in  Sangamon  county  was 
named  in  honor  of  Levi  Cantrall,  grandfather 
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of  diaries  (.'antrall.  From  an  L-arlj  [wriod  in 
the  nineteenth  century  reiirej-cnlntivi's  of  the 
name  liave  taken  an  active  and  helpful  part  in 
tlie  upbuilding  and  improvement  of  this  part 
of  the  state  and  the  work  of  progress  is  still 
k'ing  carried  forward  by  Charles  Cantrall  in 
Menard  county.  He  makes  his  home  in  town- 
ship 18  and  is  accounted  one  of  the  substan- 
tial agriculturists  of  his  commnnity. 

His  grandfather,  Levi  Cantrall,  was  bom  in 
Virginia,  October  1,  1787,  and  was  married 
November  30,  1809.  to  Miss  Fanny  England, 
who  was  Iwrn  Octolier  3.  1792.  They  liecame 
the  jiarents  of  thirteen  children.  On  leaving 
the  Old  Dominion,  Levi  Cantrall  took  up  bis 
abode  in  Ohio  and  siibswptently  tame  to  Illi- 
nois, arriving  on  the  present  site  of  Sjiringlield 
Decemlier  4,  1819.  Later  lie  entered  land  north 
of  tbe  town  of  Cantrall  and  !)egan  the  develop- 
ment of  a  farm  in  that  locality,  being  tbe  orig- 
inal owner  of  his  tract,  after  the  Indians  bad 
left  for  limiting  grounds  farther  west.  He  took 
a  helpful  interest  in  the  work  of  early  develop- 
ment, was  one  of  the  valued  pioneer  residenis 
of  Sangamon  county,  and  the  town  of  Cantrall 
is  justly  considered  a  monnment  to  his  enter- 
prising labors  in  behalf  of  that  district.  He 
died  in  the  yoar  1802.  while  bis  wife  passed 
away  in  U^'j. 

Their  son.  McDonald  Cantrall,  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Sangamon  countv  \pril 
6.  1833.  and  die<I  September  1  IS  He  vas 
reared  amid  pioneer  environments  and  1  e  re- 
mained at  home,  assisting  in  tl  i  |  ro  ent 
of  his  father's  fann  up  to  the  t  e  f  h  i  ar- 
riagc.  which  occurred  in  Sii^  o  ointy. 
Miss  Nareissa  Heflriek  becoming  bis  wife.  She 
was  born  in  Sangamon  county,  April  15,  18:U. 
and  is  a  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Julia  (Hol- 
land) Iledriek,  tbe  former  l>orn  March  29, 
1799.  and  the  latter  Febrnary  8.  ISO:!.  They 
were  married  November  1,  1S21.  and  became 
the  parents  of  three  sons  and  three  daughters. 
Mr.  Hedriek  died  September  10.  1883,  and  his 
wife  November  29.  1890.  Their  daughter,  Mrs. 
Nareissa  Cantrall.  is  now  living  with  lier  son 
Charles  Cantrall,  her  only  child. 

At  the  time  of  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
McDonald  Cantrall  began  their  domestic  life 
upon  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 


land  and  later  he  purchased  forty  acres,  and 
Buhseipiently  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
acres,  so  that  within  the  boundaries  of  his  fanu 
was  comprised  a  tract  of  three  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  acres.  He  raised  and  fed  stook 
and  found  a  good  market  for  them,  thus  add- 
ing materially  to- his  income.  A  part  of  his 
land  was  wild  prairie  when  it  came  into  his 
possession,  but  he  placed  it  under  the  plow  and 
made  snbetantial  modern  improvements,  erect- 
ing good  buildings,  planting  shade  and  fruit 
trees  and  continuing  the  work  there  along  pro- 
gressive lines  until  at  the  time  of  his  death 
ills  projierty  was  very  valuable,  forming  one 
of  the  attractive  features  of  the  landscajK;. 
He  left  a  tine  home  surrounded  by  all  modern 
improvements  and  his  property  was  the  visible 
proof  of  his  career  of  enterprise  and  useful- 
ness. In  connection  with  general  farming  he 
bad  raised  as  fine  cattle  and  hogs  as  witc  to  l>e 
found  in  the  county. 

Charles  Cantrall  was  reared  under  the  pa- 
rental roof  and  ohtaine<l  bis  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Menard  county.  His  father 
instructed  him  in  farm  labor  and  they  worked 
together  until  the  father's  death,  at  which  time 
Charli-s  Cantrall,  then  eighteen  years  of  age. 
took  charge  of  the  farm  and  has  since  c<m- 
diieted  the  business,  giving  his  attention  to  the 
further  development  and  cultivation  of  his 
land.  In  187.")  he  and  his  mother  bought  a 
hundred  acres  of  land  additional  and  subse- 
quently be  sold  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
and  also  bought  two  hundred  and  forty  acres. 
At  the  present  time  he  is  fanning  eight  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  of  land,  t'p  to  three 
years  ago  he  fed,  8hippe<l  and  sold  cattle  and 
bogs,  hut  since  then  he  has  merely  superin- 
tended the  cultivation  of  tbe  land,  without  en- 
gaging in  stock-raising  or  dealing.  He  is  one 
of  tbe  directors  of  the  Fancy  Prairie  Grain  & 
Coal  Coni|)any  and,  having  served  four  years. 
has  been  re-elected. 

On  the  IGth  of  May,  1S88,  Charles  Cantrall 
was  married  to  Miss  Anna  F.  Council,  a  daugh- 
ter of  John  H.  and  Edna  (Lake)  Council,  both 
natives  of  Sangamon  county.  The  father,  born 
May  19.  1823,  died  February  2fi.  1904.  Hie 
wife,  bom  June  7.  1831.  is  now  living  with  her 
Sim.  John  William  Council,  on  the  old  hame- 
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slend,  'J'iifj*  wen'  tlio  j«ir*;ntii  of  four  sons 
and  a  daughter,  wlio  are  yet  living:  James  H., 
who  was  born  January  24,  1859,  married  Miss 
Julia  Cantrali  and  is  living  in  Logan  county; 
Charlw  ¥.,  born  August  5,  IStil,  married  Miss 
Gussie  Jones  and  resides  in  Springfield;  George 
E.,  born  Se|>tend)er  U,  18(i3,  married  Miss  Mary 
C.  Carpenter,  and  makes  his  home  in  Logan 
county;  John  W.,  twin  brother  of  George,  mar- 
ried Annie  Kendall  and  is  a  resident  of  Sanga- 
mon county.  The  oiher  niemlier  of  the  family 
is  Mrs.  Cantrali.  who  by  her  niarria;;e  has  lie- 
conie  the  mother  of  tlirce  ehildn'n:  John 
Harry,  born  May  4.  IHKil;  MeDonald.  February 
■i.  ISilJ;  and  Edna  \..  November  So.  liK)2. 

Mr.  Cantrali  has  served  as  a  sehwil  director 
for  about  ten  years.  He  is  jirominent  in  Jla- 
sonry.  belonging  to  Van  Meter  lodge,  Xo.  7(12, 
A.  r.  &  A.  M..  of  Cantrali.  Illinois;  DeWitt 
chapter.  No.  11!).  R.  A.  M.;  and  St.  Aldemar 
commandery.  No.  4?,  K.  T.,  l)otli  of  Peters- 
burg. Both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  Eastern  Star  lodge  and  his  wife  and  mother 
are  members  of  the  Clirislian  church,  lo  the 
support  of  which  lie  coutrilmtes.  Theirs  is  a 
commodious  and  attractive  country  residence, 
where  cordial  and  warm-hearted  hospitality 
abounds,  and  in  social  circles  they  are  promi- 
nent and  intluential.  Mr.  Cantrali  stands  as 
a  high  type  of  the  progressive  business  man  of 
modem  times,  keeping  in  touch  with  the  rapid 
advance  that  has  IxH'n  made  along  agricultural 
lines  in  recent  years. 


ELIHUHALL. 
Elihu  Hall,  now  deceased,  whose  memory  is 
cherished  by  his  many  friends  of  Slenanl  coun- 
ty who  knew  and  honored  him,  was  a  son  of 
FleminfT  Hall  and  a  grandson  of  Thomas  R. 
and  Catherine  (Thomas)  Hall.  Flemin;;  Hall 
was  bom  in  Patrick  county,  Virginia,  in  17S)4. 
and  in  IMSH,  al)out  eleven  years  after  his  mar- 
riage, he  emigrated  westward  to  Missouri,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  teaching  school  for  a  year. 
On  the  expiration  of  that  period  they  came  to 
Illinois  and  pre-empted  the  land  upon  which 
the  town  of  Athens  has  since  been  built.  He 
remained  for  two  yegrs  on  the  quarter  section 


there  and  entered  the  tract  from  the  govern- 
ment. He  bewed  the  logs  used  in  the  con- 
.'truetion  of  the  first  house  of  Athens,  after  the 
town  was  laid  out  in  IHS'i.  At  the  time  when 
Mr.  Hall  and  Benjamin  and  John  Wiseman 
were  laying  off  the  school'seclions  into  small 
lots  for  sale,  Abraham  Lincoln  acted  as  their 
surveyor  and  Mr.  Hall  would  often  relafe  how 
the  tall,  athletic  form  of  the  future  president 
would  be  seen  passing  silently  through  the 
det'p  ]>onds  which  the  others  were  glad  to  avoid. 
Fleming  JIall  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mi.ss 
Susannah  Tice,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
for  many  years  renuiined  a  respected  and 
worthy  pioneer  settler  of  Menard  county,  his 
name  iieing  inse[>arahly  interwoven  with  the 
early  development  of  tliis  part  of  the  state. 
He  died  January  1,  ]Ki)l,  in  his  ninety-seventh 
year.  1T|>  to  his  last  brief  illness  he  retained 
his  remarkable  health  and  liad  full  possession  of 
his  faculties  until  the  day  of  his  death. 

Klihu  Hall,  who  came  with  his  parents  to 
Menard  county  in  IH'4'>  and  assisted  in  the  early 
agricultural  development  of  this  part  of  the 
state,  was  also  well  known  as  an  active  and  in- 
fluential factor  here.  He  married  Miss  Flliza- 
beth  Brown  and  resided  upon  the  old  homestead 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  September  24, 
IKH'i.  He  was  one  of  the  most  successful 
farmers  of  the  county  and  in  addition  was  one 
of  the  most  learne<l  botanists  of  the  state.  His 
collection  of  well  arranged  and  classified  plants, 
including  over  ten  thousand  species,  was  prob- 
ably not  excelled  hy  any  other  in  the  west  at 
that  time.  Vnto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hall  were  Iwrn 
three  children;  Una  M.,  the  eldest,  is  the  wife 
of  Dr.  Howard  Boone,  of  Chandlerville,  Illi- 
nois. Julian  H.,  born  May  22,  1875,  is  a  grad- 
uate of  Eureka  College,  of  Eureka,  Illinois, 
with  the  class  of  1896.  He  afterward  entered 
the  Columbia  Law  School  of  New  York  city 
and  was  graduated  from  that  institution  with 
the  class  of  1900,  after  which  he  returned  to 
Menard  county  and  took  charge  of  the  home 
farm.  He  was  married  October  2,  1902,  to 
Miss  Lillis  Watson,  a  daughter  of  L.  F.  and 
Drucilla  (Purvlance)  Watson.  Hnbcrt  R. 
Hall,  the  youngest  of  the  family,  born  Septem- 
ber 24,  1877.  is  a  graduate  of  Eureka  College 
of  the  class  of  18!)7  and  of  the  Columbia  Law 
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School  of  New  York  with  tlie  class  of  19U4, 
and  at  this  present  time  is  practicing  liie  elioseti 
profession  in  Springfield, 


CHARLES   D.   GUM. 

Charles  D.  Gum,  who  ii*  now  serving  as 
rotinty  commissioner  and  township  trustee,  is 
an  active  factor  in  communitv  interestii,  rei- 
oEnizefl  as  a  prominent  Rnd  influential  citizen 
of  >[enard  eountv,  where  his  entire  life  ha? 
hwn  passed  and  where  ho  is  still  eiipagiil  in 
general  farminj,  owning  and  operating  three 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in  Tallub 
precinct.  He  was  bom  on  thi^i  farm  Oetoher 
.'>,  18">-').  and  in  the  paternal  line  comes  of  Ger- 
man ancestry.  Tlie  family  was  establishG<l  in 
America  nt  an  early  epoch  in  the  history  of 
the  new  world  and  the  grandfather  of  our  suh- 
ject  was  a  resident  of  Kentiickv. 

The  father.  Thomas  D.  Gum,  was  bom  in 
Kcntncky  and  when  a  small  boy  was  brought  by 
his  parents  to  ^tcnard  county,  Illinois,  where 
he  was  reared  amid  frontier  conditions  and  en- 
vironments. His  birth  occurred  "December  11, 
1813.  He  married  Jemima  Carter,  a  daughter 
of  Robert  Carter,  who  came  to  Illinois  in  tlie 
fall  of  la-IO.  settling  at  Clary's  Grove.  Hie 
daughter.  Mrs.  Gum,  was  bom  Septemlier  2G. 
181(5,  Thomas  Gnm  was  a  farmer  and  fol- 
lowed that  occupation  throughout  liis  entire 
life,  thus  providini  for  his  family.  He  was 
a  Democrat  in  politics.  He  died  November 
18.  ^S^^.  when  his  ison  Charles  was  but  four 
years  of  age,  and  Airs.  Gum  departed  this  life 
April  14.  1(100.  having  for  more  than  fortv 
years  survived  her  husband.  She  was  a  con- 
sistent member  of  the  Baptist  church  and  both 
were  laid  to  rest  in  Rose  Hill  cemetery.  In 
their  familv  were  the  following  children:  M. 
D..  who  died  August  1?,  1871:  Jesse,  who  died 
in  infancy,  in  184!  :  I.ennder,  who  was  horn 
March  13.  1S41.  and  died  June  7.  1842;  Robert 
G.,  who  was  born  June  !).  1843,  and  died  No- 
vember 27.  ISTl  :  ^[nrgaret.  who  was  born 
March  2(>,  184fi,  and  died  De(-emher  17.  1847; 
John  C,  who  was  horn  March  22,  1847,  and 
died  June  n.  1808;  George,  who  married  Belle 
Miller  and  lives  in  Kilbonrne,  Mason  county, 


Illinois;  William,  of  Tallula,  who  married 
>rarinda  Elmore,  afterward  wedded  Adeline 
Bawn  and  for  his  third  wife  chose  Emnta 
Thomas;  and  Charles  D. 

In  taking  up  the  peri^onal  history  of  Charh-s 
D.  Gum  we  present  to  our  readers  the  life  rec- 
ord of  one  who  is  widely  and  favorably  known 
in  Menard  county.  He  was  educated  in  tlie 
district  schools  and  has  always  resided  upnn 
the  farm  on  which  he  was  bom,  and  here  lie 
has  so  directed  his  energies  as  to  meet  with 
gratifying  success.  He  has  never  been  off  the 
place  for  more  than  a  month  at  a  time,  al- 
though he  has  visited  New  Mexico  and  other 
parts  of  the  country.  He  owns  the  old  home- 
stead place,  comprising  three  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  rich  and  arable  land,  and  is  one  of  the 
more  progressive  farmers  of  his  locality.  He 
uses  the  latest  improved  niachinerv  in  the  culti- 
vation of  the  fields  and  the  gathering  of  the 
crops,  and  neatness  characterizes  all  depart- 
ments of  the  farm. 

On  the  23d  of  April,  1883,  Mr.  Gum  wn* 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  .Anna  M.  Deppe, 
a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Deppe,  who 
resided  in  Sand  Bidge.  but  are  now  deceasetl. 
For  fifteen  years  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gum  travelid 
life's  journey  happily  together,  and  then  the 
wife  was  called  to  her  final  rest,  her  death  oc- 
curring on  the  20th  of  March.  18!)8,  while  her 
remains  were  interred  in  Rose  Hill  cemetery. 
Five  children  had  lieen  horn  unto  them,  all  of 
whom  are  living,  namely:  Mary  D.,  who  wa-; 
born  April  18.  188.5;  Lottie  B.,  bom  July  ft. 
1887:  Estella  A.,  bom  March  IS,  188!!;  Edna 
M.,  born  March  3f..  1801  ;  and  Goldie  P.,  bom 
Alnrch  13,  1803.  Mrs.  Gum  was  a  member  of 
the  German  Methodist  church  and  was  a  most 
estimable  lady,  who  won  the  friendship  of 
many  with  whom  she  was  hronsht  in  contact- 
In  his  political  views  Mr.  Gum  ha-;  always 
been  a  Democrat  and  is  a  recognized  leader  in 
the  ranks  of  h=s  party  in  Menard  county.  He 
has  served  as  road  commissioner  for  ten  yearr: 
and  is  now  township  trustee,  having  been  elect- 
ed for  a  term  of  three  years,  and  his  service  in 
this  office  altogether  covers  seventeen  years. 
In  1002  he  was  elected  county  commissioner  to 
serve  for  three  years,  eo  he  is  the  present  in- 
enmbent  in  that  office.    His  official  dufies  have 
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ever  been  discharged  with  marked  promptntws 
and  fidelity,  his  devotion  to  the  best  interests 
of  the  community  being  one  of  his  most  strong- 
ly marked  characteristics.  He  has  always  lived 
upon  the  old  Gum  homestead,  and  the  fact  that 
many  of  his  warmest  friends  are  those  who 
have  known  him  from  boyhood  is  an  indication 
that  his  has  been  a  straightforward  life  and 
nseful  career. 


JOSEPH  B.  PILLSBURY. 

The  strong,  forceful  and  commendable  ele- 
ments in  the  life  record  of  Joseph  B.  Pillsbury 
are  close  application  in  business,  oarneet  and 
honorable  purpose  and  indefatigable  energy. 
He  was  bom  December  24,  I8GG,  in  Petersburg, 
his  parents  being  Joseph  H.  and  Susan  M. 
(Gardner)  Pillsbury,  the  former  a  native  of 
New  Hampshire  and  the  latter  of  Sangamon 
coimty,  Illinois.  Joseph  H.  Pillsbury  was  born 
August  3,  1830,  a  son  of  Alpha  and  Margaret 
(Cavemo)  Pillsbury.  He  lost  his  father  in 
New  Hampshire,  his  death  occurring  in  June 
or  July.  ]S;il,  when  he  was  but  thirty-one  years 
of  age.  Joseph  H.  Pillsbury  had  a  brother, 
George  Pillsbun-,  who  was  boni  December  6. 
182(5,  and  died  January  22,  1851,  in  Menard 
county,  Illinois,  his  remains  Iwing  interred  at 
Farmers  Point.  Wlien  Joseph  H.  Pillsbury 
was  less  than  two  years  of  age  his  mother's 
house  was  destroyed  liy  fire  and  she  went  to 
Dover,  New  Hampshire,  to  work  in  the  tailor 
shop  of  Peter  Coushion.  In  the  summer  of 
18.')()  she  went  by  stage  from  tlint  place  to  Provi- 
dence, Rhode  Island,  thence  by  water  to  New 
York,  on  to  Philadelphia  by  rail,  by  canal  to 
Pittsburg  and  thence  down  the  Ohio  and  up 
the  Mississippi  rivers  to  St.  T^uis,  Missouri, 
and  up  the  Illinois  river  to  Beardstown.  coniiug 
from  that  point  across  the  country  to  New 
Salem,  Menard  county,  l)y  wagon.  Her  brother 
had  come  to  this  state  in  1835  with  Jonathan 
Colby  and  here  he  worked  and  afterward 
Iwmght  land.  Mrs.  Pillsbury  joined  her  brother 
the  following  year  and  a  few  years  later  married 
James  Goldsby,  the  first  sheriff  of  Menard 
county. 

Joseph  H.  Pillsbury  was  reared  in  Menard 
county   and   here   followed   the  occupation   of 


fanning.  He  married  Susan  M.  Gardner  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  five  children,  but 
Alice  died  when  two  and  a  half  years  of  age; 
John  died  in  infancy ;  and  Mary  Harper  died  at 
the  age  of  six  years.  Those  living  are  Joseph 
B.  and  Susan  H.,  the  latter  living  with  her 
mother.  In  early  life  the  father  taught  school 
and  read  law  in  the  office  of  Gus  Riggin,  the 
circuit  clerk,  in  1854.  The  following  year  he 
taught  the  first  free  school  in  Petei-sburg  and 
was  elected  school  commissioner  that  year.  He 
took  an  active  and  prominent  part  in  public 
affairs  and  was  elected  county  judge  in  ISIll, 
having  been  admitted  to  the  bar  in  185G.  In 
185'i'  he  was  appointed  master  in  chancery  and 
served  in  that  office  until  elected  county  judge. 
He  was  re-elected  to  the  latter  position  in  187,1. 
fn  1877  he  bought  a  farm  four  miles  north- 
west of  Petersburg,  but  never  lived  \3\ton  that 
place,  continuing  to  make  his  home  in  Peters- 
burg until  his  death,  on  the  29th  of  November, 
1899. 

Joseph  B.  Pillsbury  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  Petersburg  and  in  Illinois  College, 
which  he  entered  in  the  fall  of  1884,  attending 
that  institution  through  two  winters.  He  was 
also  a  student  in  the  business  college  at  Jack- 
sonville, and  in  June,  1886,  he  returned  home. 
In  the  following  year  he  began  farming  on  his 
present  farm  of  one  hundred  acres,  which  be 
afterward  purchased,  and  has  since  liought  an 
additional  tract  of  eighty  acres,  so  that  he  now 
has  a  valuable  farm  of  one  hundred  and  eighty 
acres.  He  has  been  engaged  in  general  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  raising  both  grain  and  stock, 
and  has  met  with  a  fair  measure  of  success  in 
his  undertakings,  having  now  a  well  improved 
tract  of  land,  which  yields  to  him  golden  har- 
vests in  return  for  the  care  and  labor  which  he 
bestows  upon  the  fields. 

On  the  l.ith  of  October,  1890,  Mr.  Pills- 
bury was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Emma 
Cooper,  a  daughter  of  Howard  A.  and  Ann 
(Bennett)  Cooper.  Her  father  was  bom  and 
reared  in  the  city  of  St.  IjOuib  and  her  mother 
was  a  native  of  Petersburg,  Illinois,  The  Coop- 
ers were  of  Irish  descent,  while  the  Bennetts 
were  of  Scotch-Irish  lineage.  Howard  H. 
Cooper  became  a  practicing  physician  and  was 
an  army  surgeon  at  the  time  of  the  Civil  war. 
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AfttT  tlie  (.-essation  of  hostilities  he  settled  in 
Boonevillc,  Jlisajuri,  where  lie  practiced  for  a 
nuiiilKT  of  years  and  then  removed  to  \'cr- 
sailk'ii,  llissouri,  where  he  remained  for  a  year 
aiul  a  half.  Ho  afterward  took  up  his  abode 
upon  a  farm  south  of  Versailles  and  at  a  later 
date  settled  at  Colecanip,  where  he  remained 
for  a  short  period.  His  next  place  of  residence 
was  Ashland,  Illinois,  where  he  spent  a  year 
aiui  a  half.  His  wife  died  March  3,  18iU,,  in 
I't'teriihurg,  lilimiis,  where  she  had  iiecn  taken 
for  medical  tri'stmciit,  and  Dr.  Cooper  after- 
wartl  sold  out  and  removed  to  ^'ersaillcs,  ilis- 
eouri,  going  from  that  place  to  Rock vi He, "Bates 
county,  Missouri,  in  188^.  He  spent  Ids  re- 
maining daj's  in  Eockvilie,  passing  away  in 
1I>01,  and  his  remains  were  Interred  in  the 
eemetery  of  Versailles,  He  was  the  owner  of 
property  at  that  jioint.  There  were  four  chil- 
dnrn  in  that  family,  namely:  Mrs.  Pillsbury; 
Thomas,  a  miner  of  Joplin,  Missouri,  who  is 
married  and  has  three  children;  Howard,  a 
sheep  raiser,  who  makes  ids  home  at  Freeland, 
Wyondng,  hut  spends  much  time  near  Caspar, 
AVvoming;  and  Annie,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
three  months.  Mrs.  Pitlshury  was  horn  in  Ver- 
sailles, Missouri,  February  1,  1S70,  and  pur- 
sued her  education  in  the  schools  of  Rockvilte 
and  Versailles,  eompleting  a  high  school  course 
in  the  former  city.  She  afterward  engaged  in 
teaching  s<1uiol  for  one  term  and  then  came  to 
Petersburg,  Menard  county,  to  make  her  home 
with  Mrs,  Thomas  Bennett  and  Mr;;.  B,  Wright. 
By  her  marriage  she  has  becimic  the  mother  of 
three  children:  Lyman  Adair,  bom  August 
3,  IrtSn.;  Ross  Caverno.  born  March  SJClsSf!; 
and  (rcorgc  Bennett,  who  was  horn  July  2, 
lKi)7.  and  died  Deceudier  1,  1903.  his  remains 
being  interred  in  Roschill  renu'lery  east  of 
Petersburg. 

The  parents  ar(^  Presbyterians  in  religious 
belief  and  Mr.  Pillsbury  usually  gives  his  po- 
litical 8U)iport  to  the  Democracy,  hut  at  times 
votes  for  Re])Hbliean  candi<lates,  as  he  does  not 
consider  himself  hound  by  party  ties.  He  has 
never  been  an  aspirant  for  office,  liowever,  pre- 
ferring to  concentrate  his  energies  upon  his 
lmsine.>;s  alfairs  and  now,  in  connection  with 
general  farming,  he  is  feeding  some  cattle.  His 
entire  life  has  been  passi-il  in  Menard  county 


and  his  career  hag  been  houoraiih'  and  strai^iit- 
forward,  as  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  mau'v 
of  his  warmest  friends  are  those  who  have 
known  him  from  his  youth  to  the  present. 


HEXRY  J.  EICHENALER. 

Henry  J.  Eichenauer,  who  for  many  years 
has  been  connected  with  fanning  interesis  in 
Menard  county,  is  the  owner  of  three  hundred 
and  twenty  acrcM  of  fine  land  in  townships  18 
and  VJ.  His  farm  is  well  improved  with  mod- 
ern equipments,  the  pleasant  residence  being 
surrounded  by  fine  trees  and  a  well  kept  lawn. 
In  tlic  rear  stand  goo<l  barns  and  other  neces- 
sary outbuildings,  and  these  in  turn  are  sur- 
rounded by  well  kept  fields  and  pastures,  the 
hitter  containing  a  high  grade  of  stock  and, 
taken  altogether,  his  is  one  of  the  best  fanus  of 
the  county.  Mr.  Eichenauer  is  now  building  a 
tine  nmdem  residence  in  Petersburg  at  a  cost 
of  five  thousand  dollars  and  will  ()ccuj)y  die 
same  by  the  5th  of  March,  1905. 

.\b  his  name  indicates,  Mr.  Eichenauer  is 
of  (ierman  lineage.  He  was  born  in  the  father- 
land, August  '2i,  1W54,  his  jwrents  being  dohn 
and  Mary  (Bernliard)  Eichenauer,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  the  same  country,  whence 
they  came  to  America  in  ISfiO,  sailing  from  ihe 
(Jernuin  port  to  Xew  Orleans.  The  father  was 
a  wagon-maker  iiy  trade  and  while  in  Xew 
Orleans  he  was  forced  into  the  rebel  army,  icn 
soldiers  riding  up  to  his  home  on  horseback  anil 
taking  him  to  the  Confederate  cam|>.  He  was 
kept  there  until  the  surrender  of  the  city.  He 
afterward  worked  at  his  tnule  for  the  govern- 
ment and  in  lH(i,'(,  on  tlie  first  boat  that  went 
up  the  river  to  St.  I^ouis,  he  made  his  way  to 
that  city.  Subsequently  he  went  to  Beards- 
town,  Illinois,  where  he  engaged  in  farming, 
there  purchasing  a  tract  of  laud  which  he  con- 
tinued to  cultivate  until  18^2,  when  he  sold 
that  property  and  removed  to  Bath,  Mason 
county,  where  he  is  still  engaged  in  farming, 
although  he  has  reached  the  age  of  eighty  years, 
his  birth  having  occurred  in  1824.  His  wife, 
who  was  horn  May  1.5.  182r.  died  JanaarT'  24, 
190a. 

Henry  J.  Eichenaiier  pursued  his  ednestion 
ill  the  fierman  Lutheran  schools  of  New  Or- 
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leans  and  of  Beardstown,  Illinois,  and  in  his 
youth  was  trained  to  habits  of  industry  and 
economy  upon  the  home  farm,  gaining  prac- 
tical knowledge  of  all  the  duties  and  labors  that 
fall  to  the  lot  of  the  agricuituriet.  He  con- 
tinued to  assist  his  father  until  about  twenty- 
tive  years  of  age,  when  he  rented  a  farm  in  Cass 
county,  Illinois,  whereon  he  lived  for  three 
years.  In  ISS'i  he  removed  to  Menard  county, 
where  he  again  rented  land  for  two  years  and 
then  with  the  capital  that  he  had  saved  with 
his  earnings  he  made  investment  in.  property, 
jjecoming  the  owner  of  three  hundred  and  eight 
acres  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  Oakford,  Illi- 
nois. There  he  followed  farming  with  suc- 
cess until  1889,  when  lie  sold  that  property  and 
bought  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  where  he 
now  lives.  To  this  he  has  since  added  an 
eighty-acre  tract  and  has  dexeloped  the  entire 
jilacc  into  a  splendid  farm  property,  lu  con- 
nection with  the  raising  of  grain  he  has  always 
engaged  in  the  raising  of  mules  and  horses, 
making  a  specialty  of  saddle  and  trotting 
lior.ses.  He  also  raises  shorthorn  cattle  and  his 
business  has  been  so  carefully  conducted  that 
it  has  become  quite  profitable  and  he  is  now 
one  of  tlie  substantial  citizens  of  his  com- 
munity. On  the  5th' of  July.  1904,  the  train 
on  whicli  he  was  riding  was  blown  from  the 
track  by  a  cyclone  and  Mr.  Eichenauer  barely 
cpcajjcd  with  his  life. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Eichenauer  occurred  on 
the  22d  of  February,  1880,  the  lady  of  his 
choice  being  Miss  Michal  Hickcy,  a  daughter 
of  Joseph  and  Mary  Ann  (Armstrong)  Hickey, 
the  latter  a  daughter  of  Jack  and  Hannah  Arm- 
strong, at  whoso  home  .'\i)raham  Lincoln  was 
frequently  entertained.  Josi^h  Hickey  was 
born  in  Tennessee  and  became  one  of  the 
pioneer  residents  of  Cass  county,  Ilhnois,  which 
was  the  birthplace  of  his  wife.  Both  are  now 
deceased,  but  for  many  years  they  were  num- 
bered among  the  respected  and  worthy  citi3ens 
of  their  locality  and  assisted  materially  in  its 
early  development.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eichen- 
auer have  been  horn  four  children :  Charles 
H.,  born  August  8,  1881,  in  Cass  county;  Anna 
Marie,  bom  in  Menard  county,  June  24,  1884; 
Helena  Edith,  born  in  Menard  county,  March 
22,  1886 ;  and  George  Herbert,  bom  on  the  old 


homestead,  Ufccnilier  au,  1S91.  Mr,  Eichen- 
auer is  a  member  of  tlie  German  Lutheran 
church  at  Petersburg,  while  his  wife  belongs  to 
the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  church  there. 
For  several  terms  he  has  served  as  a  member  of 
the  school  board  and  his  interest  in  public 
measures  has  been  manifest  by  tangible  support 
of  all  movements,  which  he  believes  will  ben- 
efit the  county.  He  has  been  found  reliable  in 
his  business  life  and  trustworthy  in  friendship 
and  because  of  his  excellent  traits  of  character 
receivi-s  the  warm  regard  of  mauy  with  whom 
ho  has  been  associated. 


JAMES  CYRUS  COUCHMAN. 

James  Cyrus  Couchman  is  the  owner  of  good 
farming  intcrt^ts  in  Menard  county,  his  home 
being  on  section  3,  Tallula  township.  He  was 
born  February  1,  1851,  in  Morgan  county,  Illi- 
nois, his  parents  being  E.  R.  and  Sophia  (Hen- 
'ierson)  Couchman,  the  latter  a  daughter  of 
D.  G.  Henderson,  who  removed  from  Ohio  to 
Illinois,  settling  in  Morgan  county,  where  Mrs. 
Couchman  was  bom.  E.  R.  Couchman  was  a 
native  of  Bourbon  county,  Kentucky,  born  De- 
rcmlier  24,  1819,  and  was  a  son  of  B.  F.  Couch- 
man. The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a 
farmer  and  slave  owner  and  spent  much  of 
his  life  in  the  south.  E.  R.  Couchman  cams 
to  Illinois  in  1825  and  in  1827  his  father 
came  to  this  state  and  entered  land  from  the 
government,  comprising  the  farm  upon  which 
the  insane  asylum  at  Jacksonville,  Illinois,  was 
built.  He  afterward  returned  to  Kentucky, 
but  again  came  to  Illinois,  this  time  accom- 
panied by  his  family.  He  purchased  land 
where  the  town  of  Arcadia  has  been  built  and 
upon  that  place  he  lived  and  died,  being  one 
of  the  representative  early  farmers  of  his  lo- 
cality. In  his  family  were  five  sons  and  three 
daughters:  B.  F.,  William,  George,  Caleb, 
James,  Mrs.  Ellen  Knox,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Leaf, 
who  resides  in  Normal,  and  Mahala. 

E,  R.  Couchman  was  a  young  man  when  he 
first  came  to  Illinois,  He  was  reared  in  this 
state  and  in  early  life  became  familiar  with 
the  difficult  task  of  reclaiming  wild  land  for 
purposes  of  cultivation.     He  assisted  his  father. 
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however,  in  developing  his  field:^  and  gained 
practical  knowledge  of  the  best  methods  of 
carrying  on  farming.  In  the  year  1851  he 
came  to  Menard  county  and  purchased  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  from  Jon- 
athan Masteiison.  He  afterward  purchased  all 
of  the  land  on  which  the  town  of  Rushaway 
was  built,  liut  later  sold  that  property  and 
bought  two  hundned  and  uinety-si.x  acres  on 
a  part  of  which  his  son  James  now  resides. 
He  has  since  carried  on  agricultural  pnrsuif? 
in  this  part  of  the  state  and  be  now  owns 
eighty  acres  where  ho  lives  and  forty  acres  lying 
to  the  northwest  in  Menard  county.  He  also 
owns  and  farms  land  in  Cass  county  and  i= 
recognized  as  one  of  the  prosperous  agricultur- 
ists of  his  community  who  has  capably  con- 
trolled his  business  affairs  so  that  they  now 
return  to  him  a  good  income.  In  his  family 
were  four  children:  Margaret  married  Silas 
Batliff  and  they  had  two  daughters,  one  of 
whom,  Lizzie,  is  now  Mrs.  Van  Winkle  and  re- 
sides south  of  TalluJa.  David  Conchman  mar- 
ried Sarah  Senter  and  was  tlic  owner  of  a 
farm  in  Menard  county,  but  i.oth  are  now  de- 
ceased; William  married  Lizzie  Senter,  and 
he  is  deceased,  but  his  widow  resides  in  Spo- 
kane, Washington. 

James  Cyrus  Couehnian,  whotc  name  forms 
the  caption  of  this  review,  was  brought  to  Me- 
nard county  wiien  less  than  a  year  old  and  was 
reared  on  the  old  family  honnstead,  no  event 
of  special  importance  occurring  to  vary  the 
routine  of  farm  life  for  him  in  his  youth.  He 
was  educated  in  the  country  sciiools  and  sjient 
one  term  in  the  Illinois  College  at  Jackson- 
ville, but  put  aside  his  text  books  at  tJie  age 
of  nineteen  years  and  began  farming  for  him- 
self upon  hiii  present  place.  Later  he  went 
to  Missouri,  settling  in  Harrison  county,  hut 
his  business  ventures  there  did  not  prove  prof- 
itable and  he  returned  to  Menard  county. 
Here  he  rented  a  farm  for  a  year  and  since 
that  time  has  resided  upon  his  ])resent  place. 

On  the  2(1  of  January.  18!1.),  Mr.  Couchnian 
was  married  to  Miss  Lizzie  Kay,  a  daiigliter 
of  Samuel  and  Heheeca  Ray.  of  Ashland.  Cass 
county,  fllinois.  She  was  born  in  Morgan 
county,  east  of  Jacksonville,  on  the  5tli  of 
January,    1871,   and   attended    the   schools   of 


Ashland,  of  whicli  she  is  a  graduate.  Mr. 
C'ouchman  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Pythiaa 
fraternity  and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows.  He  gives  his  political  support  to  the 
Republican  party  and  in  matters  of  citizenship 
is  deeply  interested,  manifesting  public-spirited 
and  loyal  devotion  to  every  movement  which 
be  believes  will  promote  the  general  good. 


FRKD  WILLIAM  AYRES. 

Fred  William  Ayres.  who  makes  his  home 
in  Athens,  is  interested  in  farming  pursuits 
and  is  an  extensive  stock-raiser  and  shipper, 
making  a  specialty  of  shorthorn  cattle.  He 
was  born  in  Athens,  November  13,  1876,. his 
parents  being  William  and  Mary  (Depew) 
Ayres,  the  former  a  native  of  Menard  coimty 
and  the  latter  of  Mason  county.  The  father 
began  life  as  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser  upon 
the  old  home  farm  in  Menard  county,  just  a 
mile  west  of  Athens.  Thtre  he  carried  on  farm 
work  for  many  years  and  now  is  living  re- 
tired upon  the  old  homestead,  enjoying  the 
rest  which  he  has  earned  and  richly  deserved, 
for  he  worked  persistently  and  diligently  in 
former  years  and  l)rought  to  liear  in  his  chosen 
vocation  sound  judgment  and  executive  ability. 
In  all  of  his  business  transactions  he  has  ever 
been  found  worthy  of  the  public  trust  and  he 
therefore  enjoys  the  esteem  of  the  business 
community.  For  a  quarter  of  a  century  he 
served  as  a  school  director  and  otherwise  took 
an  active  and  helpful  part  in  community  af- 
fairs. He  married  Mary  Depew  and  they  be- 
came the  parents  of  four  children:  Joseph, 
wlio  died  in  infancy;  Etta,  who  died  about  fif- 
tien  years  ago;  Ix>u,  who  is  the  wife  of  Dr. 
Cheaney.  resident  of  Petersburg;  and  Fred  W. 
.\fter  the  mother's  death  the  father  married 
again.  Ids  second  union  l-cing  with  Emma  Mal- 
by,  with  whom  he  is  now  living  on  the  old 
horn,-   farm. 

Fred  W.  Ayres  is  indebted  to  the  public 
school  system  oT  Athens  for  the  early  educa- 
tional privileges  he  enjoyed  and  he  advanced 
there  stej)  by  step  until  he  had  mastered  the 
branches  taught  in  the  high  school.  He  was 
also  a  student  in  the  Gem  City  Business  Col- 
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lege  at  Quinoy,  Illinois,  from  whicli  institution 
ho  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  189'!'.  On 
leaving  eoUege  he  returned  to  Athens  and  en- 
tered the  bank  as  a  bookkeeper,  occupying  that 
position  for  three  years,  after  which  he  engaged 
ill  farming  in  Menard  county  and  he  is  today 
one  of  the  leading  young  agriculturists  of  the 
state.  In  addition  to  the  raising  of  cereals  he 
is  also  engaged  in  the  raising  of  pure  blooded 
stock,  making  a  specialty  of  breeding  Scotch 
shorthorn  cattle,  and  he  is  now  an  extensive 
shijiper  of  fine  thoroughbred  cattle  to  all  parts 
of  the  United  States. 

While  connected  with  the  banking  interests 
of  Athens  Mr.  Ayrcs  was  married  to  Miss  Min- 
nie Rosalyn  Hargrave,  a  daughter  of  M.  T. 
iind  Melissa  Hargrave,  lioth  of  whom  were  early 
residents  of  Athens,  where  the  father  figured 
jirominently  in  commercial  circles  for  a  quar- 
ter of  a  century,  conducting  a  drug  store  there. 
In  the  maternal  line  Mrs.  Ayres  ie  descended 
from  the  Primm  family,  being  a  granddaughter 
of  Abram  S.  Primm,  who  was  a  scion  of  a 
wealthy  family  that  settled  in  Menard  county 
iiefore  Athens  was  founded.  He  was  born  in 
St.  Clair  county,  Illinois,  December  25,  1812, 
and  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  removal 
to  this  county  in  October,  1820.  Here  he  re- 
sided until  his  death  and  he  was  married  on 
the  19th  of  June,  1839,  to  Lurinda  C.  Hall,  by 
whom  he  had  four  children  who  are  yot  living, 
namely:  Mrs,  Mary  A.  Chne,  Mrs.  Lizzie  M. 
Hargrave,  Mrs.  Rose  Young  and  Mrs.  Lillie 
S.  Estii.  Another  daughter,  Mrs,  A.  P.  West, 
died  a  few  months  before  the  death  of  her 
father  and  her  husband  is  now  living  in  Cali- 
fornia. Three  years  before  the  death  of  Abram 
Primm  he  and  his  wife  celebrated  their  fiftieth 
marriage  anniversary.  Just  six  weeks  later  Mrs. 
Primm  died,  and  after  that  "I'ncle  Al)e,"  as 
he  was  known  to  every  one  in  the  community, 
gradually  grew  weaker  and  for  several  months 
prior  to  his  demise  was  unable  to  leave  his 
home.  His  sorrow  over  the  loss  of  his  loved 
■  companion  undoubtedly  led  to  his  death.  He 
came  of  an  illustrious  family  and  the  Missouri 
Republican,  hearing  date  August  23,  1885,  pub- 
lishes the  following  account  of  his  ancestors; 
"The  Primm  family  is  entitled  to  a  coat-of- 
arms  on  both  sides  of  the  house.     They  are  de- 


scended from  Alexander  De  La  Pryiue,  a  gen- 
tleman of  the  town  of  Ypres,  who  was  granted 
a  patent  of  gentility  by  the  Roman  pontiff  for 
meritorious  services  under  Philip  of  Alsace  in 
the  second  crusade.  The  family  having  em- 
braced the  Reformed  religion  tliey  were  forced 
to  leave  the  continent  by  Cardinal  Richelieu  aft- 
er the  revocation  of  the  edict  of  Nantes  and  they 
settled  in  England.  Alexander  Dc  La  Pryme 
removed  to  the  Isle  of  Man  in  1725  and  his  sec- 
and  son,  John,  emigrated  to  America,  settling 
in  Virginia  in  I'l'oO.  In  deference  to  the  preju- 
dice existing  against  French  names  the  De  La 
was  dropped  and  the  latter  part  of  the  surname 
was  changed  to  the  present  form  of  Primm. 
The  eldest  son  of  the  cmigrator,  John  Primm, 
was  a  colonel  in  the  Revolutionary  war  and  in 
1802  he  removed  westward  with  his  family.  His 
eldest  child  was  Peter  Primm,  tJie  father  of 
the  late  Judge  Wilson  Primm.  He  married 
Marie  Angelique  La  Roux  D'Esneval.  Her 
father  was  one  of  four  brothers  of  the  name 
of  La  Roux  D'Esneval,  three  of  whom  fled 
from  France  during  the  reign  of  terror  in  1793. 
A  portrait  of  one  of  these  is  in  possession  of 
the  family.  He  was  a  colonel  in  the  bodyguard 
of  Louis  XIY  and  was  guillotined.  Another 
went  to  San  Domingo  during  one  of  the  insur- 
rections of  the  slaves.  Two  brothers  came  to 
Canada,  where  one  remained,  while  the  other 
one  went  to  St.  I..ouis  and  was  there  married 
to  Helene,  daughter  of  Jean  Sallivit  (called 
I>ajoie)  and  Maria  Rosa  De  Vialpardo,  a  lady 
of  Spanish  birth.  The  Primm  coat  of  arms  is 
a  poinard  and  cross  quarterly  crest — a  cross. 
The  motto  is  "Animose  certavit"  (He  has 
fought  courageously). 

Thomas  Priuim.  the  father  of  Abram  Primm, 
was  a  son  of  John  Primm  mentioned  above. 
He  was  a  native  of  Virginia  and  was  married 
in  1807  to  Elizabeth  Stallings  in  St.  Clair 
county,  Illinois,  whence  they  removed  to  Me- 
nard county  in  1820.  He  was  one  of  seven- 
teen children  and  died  in  the  year  1856. 

Mrs.  Fred  W.  Ayres,  granddaughter  of  Abram 
Primm,  was  born  in  Athens  and  has  spent  her 
entire  life  here  with  the  exception  of  six  years 
passed  in  Petersburg  while  her  father  was  serv- 
ing as  sheriff  there.  She  completed  her  edu- 
cation in  the  high  school  of  Athens  and  after 
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putting  aside  her  text  books  she  remained  at 
home  with  her  parents  until  the  4th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1897,  when  slie  gave  her  hand  in  mar- 
riage to  Mr.  Ayres.  Their  union  has  been 
blessed  with  three  children:  William  West, 
born  August  24,  1899;  Mary,  born  August  13, 
1901;  and  Thomas  Hargrave,  born  November 
15,  1903. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Ayres  is  a  stanch 
Democrat,  thus  following  in  the  political  foot- 
steps of  hie  father  and  his  grandfather.  He 
is,  however,  fearless  in  his  advocacy  of  any 
measure  which  he  deems  to  be  for  the  general 
good.  He  is  overseer  of  the  poor  but  has  little 
political  ambition.  Prominent  in  Masonry,  he 
belongs  to  Clinton  lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of 
Cantrall,  Illinois,  and  Dewitt  chapter,  R.  A. 
M,,  of  Petersburg.  His  wife  is  of  the  Pres- 
byterian faith.  They  have  a  beautiful  modern 
residence  in  Athens,  celebrated  for  its  hospi- 
tality and  their  circle  of  friends  is  almost  co- 
extensive with  their  circle  of  acquaintances. 


ROBERT  A.  YOUNG. 

Robert  A.  Young,  now  residing  on  section 
19,  township  18,  range  5,  was  for  many  years 
actively  engaged  in  general  fanning  and  stock- 
raising,  but  is  now  practically  living  retired, 
and  well  does  he  deserve  his  rest,  as  his  has  been 
a  busy  and  useful  career.  He  is  also  numbered 
among  the  honored  veterans  of  the  Civil  war 
who  valiantly  fought  for  the  Union  cause  upon 
many  southern  Iwittlefields.  He  still  retains  an 
active  interest  in  affairs  of  county,  state  and 
nation,  and  in  Menard  county  lias  been  the 
champion  of  many  measures  which  have  re- 
Bulted  beneficially  for  the  community. 

Mr.  Young  was  born  in  Bath  county,  Ken- 
tucky, November  93,  1839,  his  parents  Ijeing 
William  P.  and  Margaret  (Young)  Young,  the 
former  born  in  Kentucky  and  the  latter  in 
Virginia.  They  came  to  Menard  county  from 
Kentucky,  November  8,  1836.  In  their  fam- 
ily were  five  children,  two  eons  and  three 
daughters,  but  only  two  are  now  living — Robert 
A.  and  Mrs.  A.  M.  Hamil,  who  reside  in  Lin- 
coln, Illinois. 

When  only  six  years  of  age  Robert  A.  Young 
accompanied  his  parents  to  Illinois.     Menard 


county  was  then  all  wild  prairie  or  timber  land 
and  the  work  of  reclaiming  it  for  the  purposes 
of  civilization  had  scarcely  been  begun.  Great 
changes  have  since  occurred  as  the  pioneers 
have  claimed  the  land  and  transformed  it  Into 
productive  fields,  building  in  their  midst  at- 
tractive and  substantial  homes  and  founding 
cities  and  villages,  in  which  all  modern  im- 
piovements  and  facilities  may  be  found.  Mr. 
Young  attended  the  public  schools  and  assisted 
in  the  work  of  the  home  farm,  pursuing  hia 
studies  through  the  winter  months  and  aiding 
in  the  labor  of  tlie  fields  through  the  summer 
season. 

Having  arrived  at  man's  estate  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Cassandra  Claypool,  a  daughter  of  Levi 
and  Barbara  Claypool,  but  Mrs.  Young  died  a 
year  after  her  marriage,  and  on  the  ^Oth  of 
November,  1871,  Mr.  Young  was  again  married, 
his  sixiond  union  being  with  Ann  E.  Kiacaid, 
a  daughter  of  J.  K.  and  Vienna  (Williams) 
Kincaid.  Her  father,  a  farmer  by  occupation, 
was  born  in  Bath  county,  Kentucky,  June  ."0, 
1808,  and  became  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers 
of  Menard  county.  I]i  early  life  he  served  an 
apprenticeship  to  the  carpenter's  trade,  after 
which  he  worked  for  twelve  dollars  per  month 
in  order  to  obtain  money  that  would  enable 
him  to  attend  school.  In  this  manner  he  ac- 
quired a  good  education.  He  came  to  Illinois 
in  1832  and  followed  carpentering  for  two 
years,  after  which  ho  purchased  land  and 
turned  hia  attention  to  farming.  He  was  mar- 
ried April  24,  1836,  to  Vienna  Williams,  who 
was  Ijorn  in  Bath  county,  Kentucky,  March  4. 
1817,  and  then  gave  his  attention  to  agricul- 
tural pursuits.  He  improved  more  than  sis 
hundred  and  seventy  acres  of  land  in  Menard 
county  and  he  owned  seven  hundred  acres  of 
land  in  Iowa,  Missouri  and  Kansas.  He  was 
very  successful  and  his  prosperity  was  well  de- 
served, as  it  was  gained  through  honorable 
methods  and  close  application.  Both  he  and 
his  wife  wore  consistent  members  and  active 
workers  in  the  Presbyterian  church  for  many 
years  and  they  gained  the  unqualified  confi- 
dence and  esteem  of  all  with  whom  they  were 
associated.  In  their  family  were  fourteen  chil- 
dren. 

The  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Young  has  been 
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blessed  with  two  sons  and  two  daughters:  Mary 
M.,  who  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  Barber,  of  Boulder, 
Colorado;  Will  H.,  at  home;  James  K.,  who 
married  Kate  Hopkins,  and  is  living  on  the 
old  homestead;  and  Margaret  E.,  who  is  acting 
as  her  father's  housekeeper.  Mrs.  Young,  the 
mother  of  these  children,  died  December  8, 
1903.  An  obituary  published  at  that  time 
said :  "Seldom  is  a  home,  church  or  community 
called  upon  to  sustain  so  great  a  loSs  as  was  oc- 
casioned by  the  death  of  Mrs.  Young.  In  the 
home  she  was  a  true  wife  and  devoted  motlier, 
and  it  was  her  delight  to  dispense  genuine, 
loving  hospitality.  In  her  quiet,  unobtrusive 
way  she  went  about  doing  good  wherever  sick- 
ness, sorrow  or  need  called  her.  In  this  min- 
istry of  mercy  she  contracted  the  disease- 
pneumonia — which  in  a  few  days  resulted 
fatally.  For  nearly  half  a  century  she  was  a 
member  of  the  North  Sangamon  Presbyterian 
church,  was  a  most  earnest,  active  ireniber  of 
the  Ladies'  Missionary  Society  and  was  inter- 
ested in  everything  that  tended  to  promote 
Christ's  cause.  Many  characterized  her  as  the 
best  woman  they  ever  knew  and  this  estimate 
was  not  thc^  language  of  compliment,  but  of 
sober  judgment.  Her  memory  and  influence 
are  a  precious  heritage." 

Mr.  Young,  in  early  manhood,  manifested 
his  loyalty  to  the  government  by  enlisting  at 
Athens,  Illinois,  August  14,  1862,  as  a  member 
of  Company  K,  One  Hundred  and  Sixth  Illi- 
nois Infantry,  and  after  almost  three  years  of 
active  service  was  mustered  out  at  Pine  Bluff, 
Arkansas,  July  13,  1865.  He  arrived  at  Camp 
Butler,  Springfield,  July  24,  1865,  and  wat 
there  paid  off.  His  company  was  composed  of 
Menard  county  men  and  the  regiment  went  into 
camp  at  Lincoln,  Illinois,  August  15,  18G2, 
being  mustered  into  the  United  States  service 
on  the  18th  of  September.  On  the  "Tth  of  that 
month  they  moved  to  Columbus,  Kentucky, 
and  on  the  10th  to  Jackson,  Tennessee.  On  the 
6th  of  December  occurred  the  first  death  in  the 
regiment — that  of  E.  Bankin,  of  Company  C, 
At  the  Obion  river  fight  Sergeant  Henry  Fox, 
of  Company  H,  climbed  up  the  timbers  of  the 
bridge  and  crossed  that  structure  under  the 
fire  of  the  whole  rebel  force,  on  his  way  to 
Jackson  for  re-enforcements,  and  although  this 


was  a  most  perilous  undertaking  he  accom- 
plished it  in  safety.  Later  the  regiment  web 
sent  further  north  to  guard  railroad  stations. 
The  prisoners  paroled  by  General  Forrest  were 
sent  to  Benton  Barracks  and  exchanged  in  the 
summer  of  1863.  The  balance  of  the  regi- 
ment was  ordered  to  Bolivar,  Tennessee,  in 
March,  1864,  and  about  the  31st  of  May  moved 
on  to  Vicksburg.  Wliile  en  route  the  boat 
which  was  transporting  the  troops  was  fired 
upon  at  close  range  off  Island  63  by  several 
companies  of  rebel  infantry  and  two  cannon, 
and  Captain  Beizely's  son  was  killed  at  the  first 
fire,  while  a  few  others  were  also  killed  and 
about  twenty-five  wounded.  After  serving  in 
the  trenches  at  Vicksburg  a  few  weeks,  the  One 
Hundred  and  Sixth  Illinois  was  sent  forty 
mill's  up  the  Yazoo  river  to  repel  a  rebel  force 
and,  returning  by  forced  marches,  was  harassed 
by  the  enemy,  while  under  the  scorching  sum- 
mer sun  many  soldiers  were  prostrated  by  tiie 
heat.  The  regiment  lost  more  men  on  that 
trip  than  from  any  other  cause  during  its 
term  of  service.  The  One  Hundred  and  Sixth 
served  in  the  line  of  battle  at  Vicksburg  until 
after  its  surrender  and  was  then  ordered  to 
Helena,  Arkansas,  and  took  part  in  the  advance 
on  Little  Eock,  participating  in  its  capture. 
It  was  in  the  battles  of  Clarendon,  Duvalls 
Bluff.  Pine  Bluff,  Benton,  Hot  Springs,  Lewis- 
burg,  St.  Charles,  Dardanelles,  and  Browns- 
ville and  performed  its  full  share  in  crushing 
out  the  rebellion.  Its  members  suffered  many 
privations  and  hardships,  marching  through 
swamps  and  bayous,  fighting  and  foraging,  and 
its  history  shows  a  long  list  of  casualties.  Mr. 
Young  was  always  most  faithful  to  his  duties 
and  returned  home  with  a  most  creditable  mil- 
itary record. 

Since  the  war  Mr.  Young  has  been  identi- 
fied with  farming  and  was  also  engaged  in 
breeding  and  raising  Shropshire  sheep  and  fine 
cattle  and  hogs.  For  many  years  he  was  active 
in  the  operation  of  his  farm,  but  has  now 
turned  it  over  to  his  sons,  while  he  is  living 
a  retired  life,  enjoying  a  well  earned  rest.  He 
has  been  prominent  and  helpful  in  church 
work  for  many  years  and  is  an  elder  in  the 
North  Sangamon  Presbyterian  church.  He  is 
president  of  the  Indian  Point  Cemetery  Asso- 
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ciatioQ  and  for  sixteen  years  he  lias  been  a 
member  of  the  school  board.  His  political  al- 
legiance has  been  given  the  Republican  party 
since  he  cast  his  ballot  for  John  C.  Fremont 
in  1856,  and  since  that  time  he  has  never 
wavered  in  his  allegiance  to  the  party.  In 
1852  he  voted  for  John  P.  Hale  for  pn'sident. 
He  belongs  to  Pollock  Post,  Xo.  200,  G.  A.  R., 
at  Athens,  and  in  all  matters  of  citizenship 
he  has  been  loyal,  laboring  for  the  best  inter- 
ests of  the  community.'  His  has  been  a  useful, 
active  and  honorable  career,  and  his  record  is 
indeed  worthy  of  emulation. 


ISAAC  N.  REDING. 
Isaac  N,  Reding,  now  deceased,  was  boi-n 
Januarj'  33,  1808,  in  Woodford  county,  Ken- 
tucky, and  was  the  eldest  son  in  a  family  of 
four  children,  whose  parents  were  E.  W.  and 
Catherine  (Conover)  Reding.  The  father  wan 
a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  in  early  life  emi- 
grated west  to  Kentucky,  where  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Catherine  Conover,  a  daughter  of  ilajor 
Conover,  who  won  his  title  by  active  service  in 
the  Revolutionarv-  war.  Jlr.  Reding  spent  the 
first  fourteen  years  of  his  life  in  the  state  of 
his  nativity  and  in  1822  came  to  Illinois  with 
Ills  parents,  the  family  home  heing  established 
at  Jersey  Prairie.  He  obtained  a  good  com- 
mon-school education  and  his  training  at  farm 
labor  was  not  meager  for  at  an  early  age  he 
began  to  assist  in  the  development  and  im- 
provement of  the  home  farm.  His  youth  in 
Illinois  was  passetl  amid  pioneer  environments 
and  he  helped  his  father  in  the  arduous  task 
of  developing  a  new  farm.  His  entire  life 
was  devoted  to  agricnUural  pursuits  and  as 
the  years  passed  he  found  good  opportunity 
to  invest  in  property  and  became  the  owner 
of  extensive  landed  interests.  He  gave  to  each 
of  his  children  a  farm  prior  to  his  demise  and 
still  retained  possession  of  two  hundred  acres 
of  land  adjoining  the  town.  His  widow  yet 
owns  a  home  where  he  settled  in  18.'i2.  In  all 
of  his  farm  work  he  was  practical  and  energetic 
and  he  carried  forward  to  successful  comple- 
tion whatever  he  undertook,  brooking  no  obsta- 


cles that  could  be  overcome  by  determination, 
persistent  and  honorable  effort. 

Mr.  Reding  was  married  twice.  On  the  5Stii 
of  February,  1828,  he  wedded  Miss  Mary  Ann 
Hoagland,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  nine 
children,  five  sons  and  four  daughters,  of  whom 
three  are  still  living,  namely:  Mrs.  Martha 
WTiitenack,  who  resides  in  Edinbiirg,  Illinois; 
Eli  W.,  who  is  married  and  makes  his  home  in 
Tallula ;  and  Mrs.  Catherine  Kenner,  who  re- 
sides alwut  four  miles  east  of  Tallula.  After 
losing  his  first  wife  Mr.  Reding  was  again  mar- 
ried, August  20,  1851,  his  second  union  Wing 
with  Charry  J.  Houghton,  a  daughter  of 
Elijah  and  Catherine  (Merrel)  Houghton,  who 
were  Kentucky  people  and  came  to  Illinois 
at  an  early  day.  They  settled  at  Rock  Oreek 
and  there  Mrs.  Reding  was  bom  on  the  2<>th 
of  November,  1824 — the  autumn  following  the 
arrival  of  her  parents  in  this  state.  Six  chil- 
dren were  born  of  the  second  marriage:  Emma 
M.  became  the  wife  of  Ejihraim  Green,  who  is 
now  deceased.  She  resides  in  Tallula  and  ha'^ 
one  daughter,  Martha  Jane,  who  is  at  home. 
Andrew  F.  married  Ida  Ragan  and  resides  near 
Virginia  in  Cass  county.  They  have  one 
daughter.  Hazel,  ifary  J.  is  at  home.  An- 
nette 0.  is  the  wife  of  J.  W.  McNaught,  who 
resides  near  Thawville  in  Iroquois  county. 
Illinois,  and  they  have  si.it  children:  Pansy 
R.,  Pearl,  Roy,  Ruby,  Sadie  and  Edna.  Char- 
ley A.,  who  is  employed  in  the  government  of- 
fice at  Pekin,  Illinois,  in  a  clerical  capacity, 
married  Henrietta  Spears,  and  they  have  one 
son,  Ralph.  Sarah  H.tis  the  wife  of  Samuel 
N.  Dewees,  a  resident  of  Tallula,  and  they  have 
three  children:  Charley  E.,  Helen  A.  and 
Edith  M. 

When  Isaac  N.  Reding  attained  his  majority 
ho  became  a  stanch  supporter  of  Whig  princi- 
ples and  upon  the  dissolution  of  that  party 
he  joined  the  Republican  ranks  and  continued 
to  follow  Republican  banners  until  called  to 
his  final  rest.  He  was  almost  uniformly  called 
Uncle  Ike  throughout  the  community,  a  term 
which  indicated  a  deep  feeling  of  friendly  re- 
gard for  him.  He  belonge<l  to  the  Christian 
church,  of  which  he  became  a  member  in  1830. 
and  his  entire  life  was  actuated  by  an  honora- 
ble purpose  and   kindly  spirit.     He  exercise<l 
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charity  in  his  opinions  of  his  fellow  men,  wiis 
generous  in  his  assistance  to  those  in  need  am] 
at  all  times  was  straightforward  and  honor- 
able in  his  dealings,  lie  died  on  the  anniver- 
sary of  his  birth,  Januai'y  33,  IBS'i,  and  his  re- 
mains were  interred  in  Greenwood  cemetery 
west  of  Tallula.  During  the  long  j'eavs  he 
had  been  a  resident  of  Menard  county  he  wit- 
nessed its  development  from  a  frontier  region 
and  was  classed  with  the  honored  pioneers  of 
the   locality. 


LKOXARD  K.  OOFK. 

Leonard  K.  (!olf-  who  is  engaged  in  farming 
and  threshing  in  township  19,  range  5,  is  a 
representative  of  a  jiionwr  family  of  Menard 
rmmty,  and  throughout  his  entire  business  ca- 
reer he  has  been  identified  with  agricultural 
interests  in  this  portion  of  the  state.  His 
liirth  iK'curred  in  Menard  county,  June  y,  18j0, 
hi:;  parents  being  William  and  Mary  (Westfall) 
(■off.  The  father,  who  was  eighty-two  years 
r>{  age  on  the  19th  of  August,  1!)04,  came  to 
Illinois  from  Kentucky  when  four  years  of 
age  and  has  been  a  resident  of  Menard  county 
for  seventy-eight  years.  His  father  died  when 
he  was  a  small  boy  and  ho  lived  at  home  with 
his  mother  until  he  attained  his  majority.  He 
then  began  fanning  on  his  own  account  with 
very  limited  capital,  having  one  yoke  of  o.\en, 
it  horse  and  a  cow,  the  entire  outfit  being  not 
worth  more  than  seventy-five  or  eighty  dollars, 
but  he  |H)ssessed  courage  and  resolute  spirit  and 
lie  determined  to  gain  a  comfortable  living  and 
tf  good  farm  projierty  if  they  could  be  ac(iuin'd 
through  persistent  and  honorable  effort.  On 
the  24th  of  October,  1844.  he  secured  a  com- 
panion and  helpmate  for  life's  journey  by 
his  nmrriage  to  Jliss  Mary  Westfall,  who  was 
bom  in  Xew  York  and  was  eighty  years  of 
age  on  the  10th  of  October,  1904.  Slie  came 
to  Illinois  when  twelve  years  of  ape,  making  the 
trip  down  the  Ohio  river  on  a  raft  to  a  point  in 
Indiana  and  thence  traveling  across  the  coun- 
try to  Illinois.  The  young  couple  began  their 
domestic  life  in  true  pioneer  style.  When  they 
started  housekeeping  they  had  a  dry-goods  box 
for  a  table  and  their  other  furniture  was  cfpially 


primitive.  The  bedstead  was  practically  a 
swinging  bunk,  which  could  \w  turned  up  and 
attached  to  the  wall  in  the  day  time.  Thfc 
bouse  was  built  of  logs,  had  nothing  save  the 
ground  floor  and  there  was  one  door  and  win- 
dow, while  the  chimney  was  made  of  sticks  and 
clay.  Thus  amid  pioneer  surroundings  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  UolT  started  out  for  themselves,  labor- 
ing earnestly  and  untiringly  to  gain  a  good 
start  in  life.  As  soon  as  possible,  Mr.  (.Jolt 
purchased  eighty  acres  of  wild  prairie  land  and 
as  the  years  passed  he  pros])ered  in  his  un- 
dertakings. Subsequently  he  was  enabled  to 
replace  the  primitive  dwelling  by  a  comfort- 
able frame  residence.  He  has  led  a  very  busy, 
useful  and  active  life  and  his  career  has  com- 
manded the  resi>ect  and  good  will  of  all  with 
vvliom  he  has  been  associated.  Although  now 
well  advanced  in  years,  he  still  superintends  his 
farming  interests  and  he  has  added  from  time 
lo  time  to  his  original  farm  until  he  now  owns 
two  hundred  and  eighty-five  acres  of  very  rich 
and  arable  land,  which  annually  returns  to  him 
a  good  income.  He  has  also  been  prominent 
ill  community  affairs  and  has  filled  the  posi- 
tion of  road  commissioner,  while  for  many 
years  he  was  school  director.  His  political  al- 
legiance is  given  the  Democracy  and  both  he 
an<l  his  wife  are  consistent  and  faithful  mem- 
bers of  the  Baptist  church.  In  their  family 
were  eight  children,  five  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters :  Theodore  L.,  who  was  born  November 
21),  1848,  and  is  now  living  in  Xodaway  coun- 
ty. Missouri;  Commodore  P.,  who  was  born 
August  20,  1850  and  is  now  living  in 
( 'olhy,  Kansas ;  Louisa,  who  was  born 
July  11,  1853,  and  is  the  wife  of  llobert  Can- 
troll,  of  Menard  county ;  Leonard  K.,  of  this 
review;  Frederick  W.,  who  was  liorn  December 
SO,  1858,  and  resides  upon  the  old  homestead 
farm;  Murry  31.,  who  was  born  February  24, 
]8(i0,and  resides  near  I.oveland,  Colorado;  Mrs, 
Emma  Frye,  who  was  born  August  25,  1864, 
and  resides  at  Springfield,  Illinois;  Mrs.  Ella 
McSeal,  a  twin  sister  of  Emma,  now  residing  at 
Campbell's  Hill,  Illinois. 

On  the  old  home  farm  Leonard  K.  Goff  was 
born  and  reared,  working  for  his  father  until 
about  twenty  years  of  age.  He  gained  practical 
experience  of  the  labors  of  field  and  meadow 
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and  when  not  engaged  with  tlie  farm  work  he 
devoted  his  time  and  attention  to  mastering  the 
branches  of  learning  taught  in  the  public 
Bchools.  After  leaving  home  he  worked  by  the 
month  for  a  short  time  in  Menard  county  and 
subsequently  he  went  to  MisBouri,  where  he 
engaged  in  farming  on  his  own  account  for  a 
year.  He  then  returned  to  Menard  county, 
where  he  also  operated  a  rented  farm  for  a 
year.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  was 
married  and  accompanied  by  his  bride  he  trav- 
eled by  wagon  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri, 
where  he  lived  for  four  years,  engaged  in  farm- 
ing and  sheep- raising.  Not  being  able  to  buy 
land  there  he  had  to  go  to  Kansas  in  order  to 
get  land  for  grazing  purposes,  for  he  had  one 
hundred  and  eighty-five  head  of  sheep.  As  the 
ranch  there  was  owned  by  others  and  he  was  de- 
nied the  privilege  of  pasturing  his  sheep  there- 
on, he  bought  cattle  and  later  he  traded  his 
cattle  for  eighty  acres  of  land.  Afterward, 
however,  he  traded  this  land  for  sheep,  which 
he  finally  sold  to  Jefferson  Johnson  and  re- 
turned to  Menard  county.  On  again  reaching 
this  coiinty  he  rented  a  farm,  upon  which  he 
lived  for  seven  years,  or  until  the  time  of  the 
death  of  his  mother-in-law.  He  is  now  farm- 
ing one  hundred  and  fifteen  acres  of  his  fa- 
ther's farm  and  for  the  past  seven  years  he  has 
also  engaged  in  threshing.  His  business  in- 
terests are  well  conducted  and  he  is  widely 
known  as  a  man  of  enterprise  and  of  careful 
management. 

On  the  1st  of  August,  1878,  Leonard  K.  Goff 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Ellen  F.  Holland,  a 
daughter  of  Stephenson  and  Frances  T.  (Pace) 
Holland,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Ken- 
tucky, the  former  born  December  24,  1813,  and 
the  latter  February  <>,  1818.  They  came  to  Me- 
nard county  about  1846,  Mrs.  Holland  making 
the  journey  on  horseback  from  Kentucky,  The 
first  work  which  Mr.  Holland  did  in  this 
county  was  farm  labor,  for  which  he  received 
six  dollars  per  month.  He  afterward  mar- 
ried and  began  housekeeping  with  limited 
means.  He  soon  arranged,  however,  for  the 
purchase  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
land  from  the  government  and  later  he  sold 
this  property  and  bought  another  tract  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres,  upon  which  he  spent 


his  remaining  days,  successfully  carrying  on 
general  farming  and  stock-raising  until  his 
life's  labors  were  ended  in  death  on  the  4th 
of  March,  1875.  Mrs.  Holland  long  survived 
him  and  died  July  31,  1899.  Both  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  church 
at  Irish  Grove  and  were  people  of  the  highest 
respectability.  During  her  long  residence  in 
Menard  county,  Mrs.  Holland  endeared  herself 
to  many  friends  by  whom  she  was  lovingly  and 
familiarly  called  Aunt  Frankie.  When  she 
passed  away  one  who  knew  her  welt  wrote  of 
her:  "Thus  has  ended  another  life  which  has 
mostly  been  spent  in  assisting  in  developing 
the  great  state  of  her  adoption^ — Illinois.  She 
has  witnessed  many  changes,  both  in  the  de- 
velopment of  the  resources  of  Illinois  and  in 
the  building  up  of  society  around  her.  She 
will  be  missed,  not  only  by  her  children,  but 
also  by  a  large  circle  of  old  and  true  friends. 
Her  life  acts  will  stand  as  an  everlasting  mon- 
ument to  her  memory  and  her  example  ig 
worthy  of  imitation,  not  only  by  her  children, 
but  also  by  all  those  who  came  under  its  in- 
fluence. May  her  mantle  fall  upon  her  daugh- 
ters and  the  far-away  son  be  comforted  by  the 
thought  that  his  dear  old  mother  is  at  rest." 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holland  were  the  parents  of  seven 
children:  Martha  L.,  who  was  born  November 
4,  1849,  and  died  May  19,  1886;  Mrs.  Marj-  E. 
Mitchell,  who  was  born  April  12,  1851,  and 
now  resides  in  Morgan  county,  Illinois;  Mrs. 
Julia  Lukins,  who  was  born  March  83,  ia."»3, 
and  resides  in  Greenview.  Eliza  J.,  who  was 
born  November  17,  1854,  and  died  No- 
vember 11,  1874;  Ellen  F.,  who  was 
horn  August  18,  ISaG;  Mrs.  Louisa  A.  Bolt. 
who  was  bom  June  27,  1858,  and  makes  her 
home  in  Bates  county,  Missouri;  and  Dr.  Kd- 
ward  A.  Holland,  who  was  born  October  25. 
1860.  and  is  now  living  in  Houston,  Texas, 
where  he  is  engaged  in  practice  as  a  special- 
ist in  the  treatment  of  diseases  of  the  eye,  ear 
and  throat.  He  is  a  self-made  man  and  is  the 
owner  of  a  hospital  in  Houston.  In  his  pro- 
fessional labors  he  is  greatly  assisted  by  his 
wife,  who  was  formerly  a  trained  nurse  of 
New  York  city. 

The  marriage  of  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Goff  has  been 
blessed  with   three  children:     Mrs.   Lotta    F. 
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i'luiie,  who  was  liom  Detciiilier  2ii,  1880,  ami  is 
living  on  a  I'ftnii  iu  jlciiaril  county;  Edwin  C, 
wlio  was  born  September  25,  1884,  ami  assists 
Ills  father  in  the  lionie  farm;  and  fiilbert  E., 
who  was  Iwrn  Oetolier  Ki,  ISWl,  and  is  also  at 
iioine.  The  parents  are  earnest  Christian  peo- 
jile,  Mr.  (joff  holdinj;  membership  with  the 
Hajitist  ehureli  and  his  wife  with  the  Cumlicr- 
land  Preshyterian  chureh,  and  soeially  he  is 
identified  with  the  Court  of  Honor  and  the 
Jlodern  Woodmen  of  America,  while  ]iolitically 
lie  is  a  stanch  Democrat.  Ho  has  a  wide  ae- 
ipmintunce  in  Menard  county,  wliei-e  the  greater 
jjarl  of  his  life  has  Iwen  passed  and  he  enjoys 
the  eonlidcnce  of  the  entire  Imsiuess  com- 
munity. 


CLEMKXT  W.  SHIPLEY. 

C'lement  W.  Shipley  ligurcs  prominently  in 
business  circles  in  Menard  county,  being  an 
extensive  sto<:k  dealer  and  also  the  promoter 
of  many  enterprises  which  have  had  direct 
bcarinj;  njmn  the  material  upbuilding  and  com- 
mercial progress  of  this  part  of  the  state.  He 
was  bom  ilay  G,  18(j4,  in  this  county,  his  par- 
ents being  Henry  B.  and  Minerva  E.  (King) 
.Shijiley,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Ken- 
tucky. The  father,  however,  was  only  six 
n  onths  oil  wlen  brought  by  bis  parents  to 
ill  no  and  tl  mother  was  a  little  maiden  of 
II  n  sun  1  er  hen  abe  came  with  her  father 
t  HI  nois  1  er  mother  having  previously  died. 
H  r\  B  bh  )l'y  lived  with  his  parents  until 
he  had  alta  nel  man's  estate  and  during  that 
period  he  was  trained  to  the  work  of  field  and 
nieudow.  Incoming  familiar  with  every  duty 
that  falls  to  the  lot  of  the  agriculturist.  On 
leaving  liome  he  went  to  California  with  Wil- 
liam B.  Williams  and  others,  making  the  trip 
overland  with  ox  teams.  It  was  a  long  and 
arduous  journey  across  the  plains,  taking  six 
months,  but  he  at  length  reached  his  destina- 
tion in  safety  and  spent  five  years  on  the  Pa- 
cific coast.  He  then  returned  to  Menard 
<'0unt3',  but  in  the  meantime  l)oth  of  his  par- 
ents had  died.  He  was  called  home  to  settle 
up  the  estate  and  when  this  was  accomplished 
lie  began  farming  and  stock-raising  on  hie  own 


account.  He  fariuud  alwut  eigfit  humlred  acres 
of  land  anil  also  conducted  an  extensive  busi- 
ness as  a  stock-dealer.  He  traded  largely  in 
both  laud  and  live  stock  and  was  one  of  the 
representative  business  men  of  his  locality, 
|)ossc!ising  keen  foresight,  executive  ability  and 
indefatigable  energy.  Later  he  removed  to 
Petersburg,  whore  he  conducted  a  flour  mill 
and  also  gave  his  attention  to  the  supervision 
of  his  projicrty,  which  he  rented.  His  time 
was  thus  occupied  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
eurml  on  tlic  :iOth  of  May.  18!):;.  Hev.  W.  T. 
Ferguson  conducting  tlie  funeral  services.  His 
wife  died  at  the  home  of  liev.  J.  M.  Johnston, 
October  S,  18!)9,  and  again  Rev.  Ferguson  had 
cimrge  of  the  funeral  services.  Both  Mr.  and 
-Mrs,  Shipley  had  a  wide  acquaintance  in  Me- 
nard county,  where  they  had  lived  from  early 
<'hildhood  and  their  excellent  traits  of  heart 
and  mind  had  endeareil  them  to  many 
friends.  They  l>ecame  the  parents  of  four 
children,  three  sons  and  a  daughter:  Wil- 
liam, who  died  in  infancy ;  Zennetta  F., 
who  is  the  wife  of  Rev.  James  X.  Johnston 
and  is  now  living  in  Petersburg;  Clement  W. 
of  this  review;  and  Dillard  H.,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  thirteen  years. 

In  tho  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads  Clement 
W.  Shipley  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  per- 
forming the  duties  of  the  schoolroom,  enjoying 
the  pleasures  of  the  playground  and  when  not 
occupied  \yy  his  lessons  assisting  in  the  work  of 
the  fields.  After  attending  the  public  schools 
he  continued  his  studies  in  the  old  Presbyterian 
College  at  Lincoln,  Illinois,  and  afterward  en- 
tered the  business  college  at  Jaskeonville.  The 
occupation  to  which  he  was  reared  he  has  al- 
ways made  his  life  work  and  since  the  age  of 
twenty-two  years  he  has  carried  on  fanning  for 
himself.  In  addition  to  the  cultivation  of  the 
fields  he  has  engaged  extensively  in  buying, 
feeding  and  shipping  sloi'k.  purchasing  live 
stock  in  Missouri  and  Iowa  and  after  fattening 
them  making  shipments  to  the  city  markets. 
AlKiut  1S!)2  he  rented  his  farm  for  four  years, 
thoreafler  residing  in  Petersburg,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  the  manufaeturc  of  flour  as  pro- 
prietor of  the  City  mills.  He  then  sold  his 
milling  business  in  189C,  after  which  he  re- 
turned to  the  farm,  where  he  has  resided  con- 
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timioiitilv  since.  His  iHndod  posst'ssions  tirt'  l-x- 
toiisivf,  TOmprisiiif!  seven  hundrwl  and  sixty- 
nine  and  a  half  acres  of  fine  farniing  land.  He 
has  at  the  present  time  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
three  head  of  fat  cattle  and  ahout  one  hundred 
and  seventy-five  head  of  other  c-attle.  On  hi$  place 
are  one  thousand  head  of  hogs  «nd  seventy  head 
of  horses  and  iiinle;-.  His  fann  is  splendiilly 
eijuipped  with  modern  improvements  and  in 
hnth  the  raising  of  grain  and  "f  stock  he  is 
meeting  with  gratifying  sueeess.  In  a(iditioii 
to  the  home  property  he  is  half  owner  in  four 
hundred  acres  of  land  in  Cass  county,  Illinois, 
and  he  owns  a  brick  residenee  in  Petersburg. 

Mr.  Shipley  is  a  man  of  resourceful  business 
ability,  alert  and  enterprising  and  has  e.vtendwl 
his  effort.s  to  many  other  fields  of  hnsincss 
activity.  He  is  financially  interested  as  a 
stockholder  in  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Petersburg,  is  a  stockholder  in  the  A'irginia 
Canning  Company  at  Petersburg  and  also  in 
the  Petershurg  Mai'hle  Works  and  is  a  stock- 
holder and  tn^asurer  of  the  Sand  Itidge  Tele- 
phone Pole  &  Line  Company,  having  nearly  one 
hundred  auhscribcrs.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that 
his  activity  has  hivn  called  forth  along  many 
lines  contrilmting  to  industrial  aiid  commercial 
prosperity  and  his  name  is  regarded  as  a  re- 
lialde  one  in  trade  circles  and  of  much  value 
on  coniniercia!  j)apcr. 

On  the  ilhl  of  June,  1885,  Sfr.  Shipley  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Evelyn  Nance, 
who  is  a  daughter  of  Franklin  C  and  Eliza 
(Houghton)  Nance,  Her  fatlier,  who  was  honi 
in  Kentucky  in  1H2H,  died  in  May.  1898,  while 
her  mother  pas,sed  away  in  April,  1868.  Later 
in  that  year  .Mr.  Nance  was  again  married,  his 
second  union  !>eing  with  Miss  Jane  Stitch,  By 
his  first  marriage  lie  had  four  children:  Sevig- 
nia.  Hardin  W.,  Uura  A,  and  Mrs.  Shipley. 
By  the  second  marriage  there  were  eleven 
children:  Caroline  H.,  J.  Frank  W.,  Fannie 
E.,  Edna  J,.  Mary,  V.Hk  L,,  Harry  W,,  Florence 
S.,  Glenn  C,  Ocneva  and  Txjuise  J. 

Mt.  and  Mrs.  Shipley  had  nine  children: 
.\lta  I.,  wlu)  is  a  mendwr  of  a  sorority  and 
is  a  junior  in  music  in  the  University  of  Illi- 
nois: Kenry  E..  Pearl  F..,  Ernest  K..  Ch'in- 
cTil  O..  who  die.1  at  Hie  age  of  eleven  months 


and  twenty-si'vcM  days ;  Caleb  (ilenn.  Halt 
Donald.  Evelyn  1vol.  who  died  at  the  age 
of  two_\ears  and  five  months;  and  Claremoni 
Wayne,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  muiiths. 
Jn  his  political  views  Mr.  Shipley  is  a  stanch 
and  earnest  Democrat,  but  though  he  has  Ihvd 
solicited  to  accept  ])uhlie  office  he  iias  always 
refused  to  become  a  holder  of  any  position  of 
jruhlic  preferment  save  in  connection  wilh 
the  schools  of  his  locality.  He  is  now  a  nicm- 
iier  of  the  school  board  of  his  district  and  has 
been  its  presidcui  for  many  years.  He  is  prom- 
inent in  Mas<mry,  belonging  to  Clinton  lodge. 
No.  m,  A.  F.  &  A.  yi..  of  Petersburg  and  De- 
Witt  chapter,  Xo,  119,  K,  A.  M.,  and  St.  Alde- 
niar  Commandcrj-,  No.  47,  K.  T.  Keen  and 
clear-headed,  always  busy,  careful  and  con- 
servative in  financial  matters,  moving  slowly 
hut  surely  in  every  transaction,  he  lias  few 
superiors  in  the  steady  progrt-ss  which  invari- 
al>ly  reacliL-s  the  objective  jwiut.  The  story  of 
his  aehievement  should  inspin-  all  young  men 
who  read  it  witli  a  truer  estimate  of  the  value 
and  surer  rewards  of  character. 


WILLIAM  B.  GIIIMSLEY. 

William  K.  Grimsley,  wlio  is  engaged  in 
general  farming  and  the  hret'ding  of  horses, 
being  one  of  the  successful  men  in  this  line  of 
business  in  Menard  county,  was  horn  in  Bath 
county,  Kentucky,  August  1,  184'),  his  parents 
being  Ninirod  G.  and  Frances  (Moreland) 
Grinistey,  the  latter  also  a  native  of  Kentucky. 
The  father  was  born  in  A'irginia.  .\ugust  30, 
1813.  and  came  to  Menard  county  March  17, 
ISC').  He  purchased  land  and  hegan  farming 
and  stock-raising,  and  for  a  number  of  years 
was  numhered  among  the  well-to-do  and  re- 
spected agriculturists  of  this  part  of  the  state. 
In  his  family  were  six  children,  five  sons  and 
a  daughter:  Elmore  G.,  John  G..  William  R.. 
Samuel,  Nelson  and  Elizabeth  D.  All  are  mar- 
ried with  the  exception  of  Samuel  and  all  arc 
living  in  the  county  with  the  exception  of 
Nelson,  who  makes  his  home  in  Seattle.  Wash- 
inglim.  ElinalH'tli  married  Ephraim  Propst. 
of  this  county. 

Reared    and    educated    in    his   native   state. 
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William  K.  Griiiisley  came  to  Illinois  iu  eurlv 
manhood  and  throughout  his  entire  huaini'ss 
career  has  carried  on  general  farming  and 
stock-raising.  He  was  at  first  employed  as  a 
farm  hand  hy  the  month  and  in  ISUft,  at  tlie 
time  of  his  marriage,  he  rented  a  farm  upon 
which  he  lived  for  four  years.  Hu  afterward 
rented  another  farm  for  eight  yeaw  and  then 
purchased  the  tract  of  land  upon  wjiich  lie  is 
now  living,  consisting  of  throe  liundred  and 
fifteen  acres.  He  carries  on  general  farming 
and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Greenview  Horse 
(.'hib  Company,  of  which  he  has  been  a  director 
for  ten  year;;.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Sweetwater  Horse  Company  and  he  owns  an 
imported  pedigreed  Pcrelieron  stallion,  St. 
Paelien,  which  is  regi^^tered.  He  also  has  S'atin- 
woo<l,  a  standard-bred  and  registered  pedigreed 
animal,  a  half-hrother  to  Nutwood,  He  has 
always  bn-d  the  highest  grade  horses  and  has 
hfH'n  the  owner  of  some  very  fine  specimt'iis 
of  Ibc  noble  .steed.  He  also  owns  a  number  of 
head  of  fine  cattle,  malting  a  specialty  of  short- 
liorns  of  the  best  grade.  He  has  three  hundred 
and  fourteen  acres  of  very  valuable  and  pro- 
ductive land  in  his  farm  and  he  deserves  great 
credit  for  what  he  has  accomplished  as  his 
(wssessions  have  been  acquired  entirely  through 
his  laborious  and  well  directed  efTorts. 

On  the  14th  of  January,  1869,  Mr.  Grims- 
ley  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Kiimmell,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  three 
children.  Edward,  horn  July  31,  1870,  is 
now  living  in  Iowa.  Clara,  bom  April  25. 
■18;r..  was  married  December  33,  1897,  to  W. 
T.  Deatherage,  and  they  have  four  children. 
May  E..  Amos,  Hallen  P.  and  Ruth.  Alma 
bom  October  13,  ISI'S,  is  at  home  with  her 
father.  The  wife  and  mother  died  November 
1,  1887;  at  the  age  of  forty-one  years. 

Politically  Mr.  Grimsiey  is  a  Republican, 
and  keeping  well  informed  on  the  questions 
and  issues  of  the  day,  is  able  to  support  his 
position  by  intelligent  argument.  He  has  been 
a  member  of  the  scliool  board  for  nineteen 
years,  and  believes  in  the  em|i]oyinent  of  good 
teachers  and  the  utilization  of  every  pnu'tical 
method  that  will  benefit  the  sdiools.  He  is 
what  the  world  calls  a  self-made  man.  for  de- 


pending upon  his  own  resources,  he  has,  by 
honorable  methods,  risen  from  a  humble  finan- 
cial position  to  one  of  affluence. 


DANIEL  DIEHL. 

Daniel  Diehl,  an  honored  veteran  of  tin-  Civil 
war  who  is  equally  loyal  to  his  country  in  times 
of  peace,  and  who  is  classed  with  the  repre- 
sentative farmers  of  Menard  county,  was  Ixiru 
iu  Berks  county.  Pennsylvania,  in  18:!4.  He  is 
a  son  of  Henry  ('.  and  Hannah  (lA^aso)  Dlehl, 
wIki  were  likewise  natives  of  Berks  county, 
Pennsylvania.  The  father's  birth  occurred  in 
February,  180!).  He  was  a  son  of  Jolm  .Adolph 
Dield,  a  native  of  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania, 
and  a  grandson  of  Nicholas  Diehl,  a  native  of 
(Jcrmany.  The  last  named  came  to  America 
in  colonial  days  and  settled  in  Philadelphia. 
In  his  native  country  he  had  learned  the  Uk- 
er's  trade  and  after  living  in  Philadelphia  for  a 
time  ho  oijened  the  first  bakery  ever  conducted 
in  Reading,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  remained 
until  his  life's  labors  were  ended  in  death. 
When  the  country  became  involved  in  war  with 
England  be  espoused  the  cause  of  the  colonists 
and  fought  for  the  independence  of  the  nation. 
His  son  .John  Adolph  Diehl  was  a  hotel  keeper 
and  bcrame  jiroprietor  of  the  Black  Horse 
tavern  near  Philadel|»hia.  At  a  later  date  he 
removed  to  Oley  Valley  in  the  same  county, 
where  he  carried  on  general  farming  until  hia 
death,  wiiicli  oceiirrerl  when  he  waf;  sixty-five 
years  of  age. 

Henry  C.  Diehl,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
spent  the  first  eight  years  of  his  life  in  Phila- 
delphia and  afterward  resided  upon  his  father's 
farm  until  he  had  attained  his  majority.  He 
became  a  farmer  in  Berks  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, but  on  the  1st  of  April.  184.'i.  he  left  the 
Keystone  state  for  Ohio.  This  was  about  the 
time  of  the  historic  fire  in  Pittsburg,  Pennsyl- 
vania. He  stopped  tor  a  time  at  Johnstown 
and  finally  arrived  in  Pickaway  county,  Ohio, 
with  fifty  cents  in  his  po<-ket.  It  was  difficult 
for  him  to  obtain  employment  and  be  gladly 
accepted  any  work  that  would  yield  him  an 
honest  living.  Subsequently  he  engaged  in 
farming  there  until  April.  18.'51.  when  he  again 
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sought  a  home  in  a  frontier  district,  this  time 
worlfing  his  way  to  Illinois.  On  the  18th  of 
April  ol  that  year  he  locatwl  in  Cartwright 
township,  Sangamon  county,  where  he  carried 
on  fanning  for  several  years.  In  1858  he 
houfilit  a  farm  of  forty  acn's  and  later  he  pur- 
chased eiglity-niue  acres  of  land  on  the  Sanga- 
mon river  in  llenard  county,  L'lwn  tlic  latter 
farm  he  resided  until  18G4.'  when  he  sold  his 
property  in  this  county  and  purchased  twenty 
acres  of  land  in  Gardner  township,  Sangamon 
county.  There  he  continue*]  to  reside  until 
eijfhty-three  years  of  age,  when  he  returned  to 
Menard  county  and  died  at  the  honu!  of  his  son- 
in-law  Tilnion  llornhuckle  in  July,  189;t.  In 
his  political  atliJiation  in  early  life  lie  was  a 
Whig  and  afterward  became  a  Hcpuljlican,  giv- 
ing loyal  support  ti)  Lincoln.  lie  held  nieniber- 
ahip  in  the  T'nitcd  Brethem  church  and  his 
life  was  ever  honoral)le  and  upright,  his  wife, 
wJio  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Hannah  I^ease, 
was  horn  in  Berks  county,  Pennsylvania,  and 
her  father  was  likewise  a  native  of  that  state, 
iiut  her  grandfather  was  of  (Jerinan  birth  and 
became  the  founder  of  the  family  in  the  now 
world,  lie,  too,  was  one  of  tJio  heroes  of  the 
devolution.  Mrs.  Hannah  Diehl  died  in  De- 
cenilicr,  18S;i.  at  the  age  of  st^vonty-eight  years, 
at  the  home  of  hiT  daugJiter  Mrs,  Tilmon 
Hornbucklo  in  Menard  eimntv. 

Tliey  were  tlic  ])areiits  of  seven  cliildren: 
John,  who  is  living  at  Heading,  Pennsylvania; 
Catherine,  the  wife  of  David  Bartgis,  of  Cow- 
ley county,  Kansas ;  Daniel ;  Harrison,  who  died 
May  5.  1H-')1;  Charles,  who  is  living  in  Lewis- 
burg,  Kansas:  Cinley,  a  resident  of  Spring- 
field, and  ilary  K..  who  is  Ihe  wife  of  Tihnon 
Hornbuekle,  nf  Menard  county. 

Daniel  Diehl  s|K'nt  his  early  life  in  Berks 
county,  Pcnusylviuiia.  remaining  there  until 
ten  years  of  iige,  and  between  the  years  184.1 
and  1S.')1  he  n'sided  u|>on  his  fatlier's  farm  in 
Pickaway  county,  Ohio.  In  the  latter  year  he 
journoyed  with  tlic  family  by  iKiat  to  Beards- 
timn.  Illinois,  and  he  n'sidwl  k'twecn  Ashland 
and  Pleasant  Plains  in  this  state  until  18."i4, 
when  he  went  to  Springfield.  Prior  to  this  time 
hr  had  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  but  on 
removing  to  S|)ringlield  he  followed  the  black- 
smith's trade.     At   the  time  c)f  the  Civil  war 


Mr.  Diehl  manifested  his  loyalty  to  the  Union 
cause  by  active  service  in  the  army.  He  en- 
listed in  OctolK;r,  1801,  as  a  member  of  the 
First  Batallion  of  Yates  Shar])shooters,  after- 
ward Company  C,  of  the  Si.vty-fourth  Illinois 
Infantry,  He  was  mustered  into  service  at 
Camp  Butler  as  a  (."orporal  and  proceeded  with 
his  company  to  Quiney,  Illinois,  and  afterward 
to  Xew  Madrid,  where  he  took  part  in  a  battle. 
He  ne\t  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Island  No.  10, 
and  later  his  and  another  company  brought 
three  thousand  prisoners  to  Camp  Butler.  Mr. 
Dichl's  regiment  was  sul>sequently  sent  to 
Pittl)urg  Lan<iing,  Tennessee,  and  he  took  part 
in  the  siege  of  Corinth  and  in  a  numl>er  of 
skirmishes.  He  was  also  at  luka  with  Rose- 
erans  and  fought  under  that  general  in  the 
battle  of  Corinth.  October  :!  and  4,  18«2.  His 
regiment  remained  there  in  camp  until  18fi-'!, 
doing  guard  duty  and  was  stationed  to  pro- 
tect the  rear  of  Sherman's  army  from  the  rebels 
at  Pulaski,  Tennessee.  In  January,  1864.  Mr. 
Diehl  vetenmized  and  after  a  furlough  of  thirty 
days  he  rejoined  his  regiment,  which  was  re- 
organized at  Ottawa,  Illinois.  He  and  hie 
comrades  were  dispatched  to  Dtwitur,  Alabama, 
tc  join  Sherman  and  they  did  some  gallant 
service  in  the  battles  of  Resaca.  Ringg-ild, 
Dallas,  Buzzard's  Roost,  Peachtreo  Creek, 
Kencsaw  ^lountain  and  Atlanta.  In  Septem- 
ber. lS(;:i.  Mr.  Diehl  was  detached  as  regi- 
mental blacksmith  and  served  in  that  capacity 
until  after  the  fall  of  Atlanta,  when  he  was 
transferred  to  the  supply  tniin  of  the  First 
Division  of  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps  and 
went  with  Sherman  on  his  famous  march  to 
the  sea.  He  was  next  transferre<l  to  the  First 
Brigade  of  the  First  Division  of  the  Seven- 
teenth Army  Corjis  and  with  this  conrmand 
])nH'eeded  to  Beaufort.  South  Carolina.  He 
fought  in  the  first  engagement  at  Orangeburg. 
South  Carolina,  and  for  four  days  and  four 
nights  was  in  water  from  thre<:  to  four  feet 
dee]i.  He  fought  at  Goldsboro  and  after  the 
surrender  of  I^'c  and  Johnston  he  went  to 
Washington,  where  he  took  jmrt  in  the  grand 
review,  the  most  celebrated  military  pageant 
ever  seen  on  the  western  herTiisphere.  He  was 
mustered  out  at  Louisville.  July  11.  ISC.I,  and 
with  a  most  creditable  military  record  returned 
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to  his  homCj  liaving  been  honorably  discharged 
in  Chicago, 

Following  his  return  lioine  Daniel  Diehl  re- 
sumed blacksnii thing  and  for  many  years  was 
well  known  as  the  village  blacksmith  of  Salis- 
bury. There  he  carried  on  husincss  with  suc- 
cess for  a  long  jieriod,  but  now  he  is  living  a 
retired  life  in  the  enjoyntent  of  a  comfortable 
com|>etence,  which  was  gained  through  earnest 
labor.  He  was  a  skilled  workman  and  because 
of  the  able  sen'ice  which  he  gave  his  patrons 
he  .secured  a  large  trade  that  made  his  business 
profitable. 

Mr.  Diehl  was  marrie<T  on  the  22d  of  June/ 
18Ca,  to  Jliss  Eliza  J.  Stone,  a  native  of  Gard- 
ner township  and  a  daughter  of  B.  I).  Stone, 
a  native  of  Kentucky.  They  are  the  parents 
of  five  children:  Oraette  is  the  wife  of  F. 
Cutler,  by  whom  she  has  three  living  children, 
liolxTt,  Floy  and  Lome,  and  they  live  in  Brad- 
forilton,  Sangamon  county.  John  II.  married 
Nellie  Mae  Wood  and  livt^s  in  Athens.  Allie 
D.  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Brown,  also  a  resident 
of  Athens.  Katie  L.  marrie<l  William  C.  Buer- 
kett  and  has  one  daughter,  Yalera.  They  make 
their  home  in  Salisbury.  Yiola  31.  completes 
the  family. 

Mrs.  Diehl  is  a  consistent  meniher  of  the 
Christian  chnrch  at  Salislnir>-  and  Mr,  Diehl 
i>-  indejiendent  in  Iwtli  his  religious  and  [w- 
litical  views.  While  living  in  Sangamon 
county  he  ser^'ed  for  twelve  years  as  constalile 
as  an  acconiniodation  to  the  people  of  his  lo- 
cality, for  the  office  paid  small  compensation. 
His  has  bei'n  an  active  and  useful  career  and 
as  a  soldier  and  citizen  he  has  made  an  honor- 
able record. 


JOHN  S.  HflUK. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  May 
14.  1S-J4,  and  is  a  son  of  Josiah  and  Nancy 
Barker  (Hawthorn)  Hurie.  The  father  was 
bom  in  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  15th 
day  of  December,  1812,  and  eaiue  to  Illinois 
in  April,  1843,  settling  in  the  eastern  part  of 
Cass  county,  near  the  Menard  county  line.  He 
was  joined  in  marriage  to  Miss  Nancy  Barker 
Hawthorn  on  the  (ith  of  August,  1846,  near 
Xewmanviile,  Illinois.    She  was  born  in  Green 


county.  Kentucky,  nine  miles  from  Greens- 
burg,  June  17, 1834,  and  came  with  her  parents 
to  Illinois  in  September,  1835.  Unto  Josiah 
Hurie  and  wife  were  born  the  following  chil- 
dren: George  Curtis,  born  June  3,  1847,  died 
September  3,  1848;  Frances  Catherine,  born 
March  1,  1849,  was  married  February  14, 18C!), 
and  married  a  second  time  July  92,  1887;  Alice 
Emily,  bom  August  22,  1851,  was  married 
September  1,  18G8,  and  died  March  14,  1873; 
John  Solomon,  bom  May  14,  1854,  was  mar- 
ried October  22,  1878;  Mary  Melissa,  born 
October  4,  185C,  was  married  September  12. 
1876,  and  a  second  time  November  24,  1897; 
Emmet  Josiah,  born  December  9,  1860,  died 
March  8,  1888;  Ida  Belle,  born  November  17, 
18C3,  was  married  October  2,  1887,  and  died 
Xovemlicr  3,  18i)6.  The  father  of  this  fam- 
ily died  February  7,  1901,  but  the  mother  is 
still  living,  in  Deceraber,  1904. 

John  Solomon  Hurie  was  married  October 
22,  1878,  to  Miss  Ann  Maria  Houghton,  on 
Kock  creek.  She  is  the  only  daughter  and  the 
only  living  child  of  Andrew  M.  Houghton,  who 
was  horn  on  Rock  creek  on  the  12th  of  October, 
182C,  and  was  married  to  Miss  Barbara  Ann 
Hcnshaw  on  the  9th  of  April,  1856.  She  was 
born  in  Kichland,  Sangamon  county,  Illinois, 
ScptemlK-r  18,  1829,  and  became  the  mother  of 
two  children,  namely:  Ann  Maria,  now  Mrs. 
Hurie;  and  Wiley  P.,  who  was  born  June  (ith. 
18G1,  and  dit^l  October  4,  1864.  .Vndrew  M. 
Houghton  died  Januarj-  2,  1891,  in  a  house 
located  within  one  hundre<]  feet  of  the  cabin  in 
which  he  was  bora.  No  better  man  ever  lived 
in  Menard  county.  He  was  a  man  of  most  ex- 
c-ellent  judgment  on  almost  every  subject  and 
no  man  in  this  section  of  the  country  was  coun- 
seled more  than  ho.  When  any  of  his  neighbors 
were  in  trouble  or  were  ])erplexed  over  any  mat- 
ter of  any  kind  they  were  almost  sure  to  go 
to  "L'ncle  Hickory,"  as  he  was  almost  uni- 
versally called.  Xo  man  could  be  more  missed 
from  a  neighborhood  than  was  "Hickory" 
Houghton,  and  although  he  has  been  dead  four- 
ten  years  his  name  is  still  a  household  word 
in  this  section  of  the  country.  His  is  truly 
a  blessed  memory. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hurie  have  four  children: 
Andrew    Enimctt,   born    Novendier   Ifi,    1879; 
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Earl  J.,  born  April  10,  1883 ;  Wiley  Linn,  born 
March  17,  1885;  and  John  Frank,  bom  Sqi- 
t«mbor  3,  1891.  Andrew  E.  Hurie  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Elizabeth  Ellen  Stont  on  the  Iflth 
of  October,  1900. 

John  S.  Hurio  is  extensively  eiigap;ed  in 
farming  and  stock-raising  and  makes  a  decided 
successof  it.  Heownsafarm  of  fo\irteen  hundred 
and  thirty-six  acres  of  as  good  land  as  there  is 
in  central  Illinois.  Upon  the  projierty  is  a  rock 
quarry  in  operation  and  lie  has  recently  sunk 
a  coal  shaft,  which  will,  when  fully  developed, 
be  a  source  of  ceaseless  income.  Taken  upon 
the  whole,  Mr.  Hurie  is  one  of  the  best  and 
most  enterprising  citizens  of  the  country.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Democrat  of  the  old  mossbaek 
type,  always  found  with  his  party  and  in  the 
forefront  of  the  fight,  but  in  this  direction  ho 
could  not  influence  his  eldest  son,  who  has 
followed  in  the  steps  of  his  grandfather,  who 
was  a  standi  EcpubJican,  and  young  "Hickory" 
ifi  as  strong  in  tlic  faith  as  his  grandfather  ever 


AAHOX  THOMPSON. 

Aaron  Thompson,  deceai^ed,  was  bom  in 
Cape  May  county,  Xew  Jersey,  on  the  38th 
day  of  Januarj',  1810.  He  was  among  the 
most  active,  upright  and  highly  respected  citi- 
zens of  Menard  county,  who  achieved  success 
by  their  indomitable  energies  rather  than  by 
any  outside  aid.  His  record  is  that  of  many 
others  of  the  self-made,  self-reliant  men,  prom- 
inent in  the  history  of  this  county,  and  his  ca- 
reer has  been  marked  with  the  experiences  com- 
mon to  that  class  referred  to.  His  parents, 
Anson  Thompson  and  Elizabeth  (Eldredge) 
Thompson,  died  wiien  he  was  a  small  child. 
He  was  denied  the  privilege  of  attending 
school  as  much  as  he  desired,  but  his  was  an 
<'nerg\-  that  was  not  easily  thwarted  by  ob- 
stacles and  by  dint  of  his  own  perseverance  he 
succeeded  in  ^gaining  a  good  education,  an  ed- 
ucation that  was  equal  to.  or  even  surpassed 
that  of  many  a  college  student  of  to-day,  bc- 
sidc>  his  store  of  general  information  and 
book  !i'nrning.  He  was  a  good  penman  and  ex- 
pert mathematician  and  was  versed  with  a  most 


wonderful  geographical  knowledge.  .\t  an  eatl\ 
age  he  learned  to  earn  his  own  livcliliood  and 
in  1837  lie  bade  his  native  state  adieu  an<l  caniv 
to  Illinois.  He  first  located  in  -Sangamon 
county,  where  he  taught  school  and  clerked  in 
a  store.  In  1848  he  removed  to  Menard  county 
and  settled  on  a  farm  about  two  and  one-half 
miles  northwest  of  Petersburg,  where  liP  Wiis 
actively  engaged  in  farming  for  over  forty 
years.  Then  he  removed  to  Petersburg  i" 
spend  his  declining  days,  but  not  in  idlenc^is. 
He  busied  himself  looking  after  his  farm  in- 
terests, and  other  business  affairs  with  which 
he  was  connected. 

Mr.  Thompson  was  married  September  21. 
1848,  to  Miss  Sarah  J.  Carson,  who  died  in 
lSr>i.  Two  children  of  this  union  arc  living. 
On  April  18,  ISeR,  Mr.  Thompson  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Mrs.  Amanda  (Flinn> 
O'Bannon.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Zadoc 
W.  and  Elizabeth  (Hill)  Flinn.  who  removed 
from  Kentucky  to  Illinois  in  1820.  settling  in 
Morgan  county,  where  Mrs.  Thompson  was 
bom  September  3.  1827.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Flinn 
were  the  parents  of  fourteen  children,  ten 
daughters  and  four  sons.  This  was  one  of  the 
most  prominent  and  highly  respected  families 
of  Morgan  county  and,  at  Mr.  Flinn's  death  h** 
left  a  vast  estate. 

Aaron  Thompson  and  his  wife,  Mrs.  Amand.i 
Thompson,  were  the  parents  of  six  children,  of 
whom  there  are  now  living:  Aaron  Edwin: 
Zadoe  Anson  ;  Elizabeth  A.,  wife  of  0.  A.  War- 
ing, of  Petersburg:  Mary  Helen,  the  wife  of 
Dr.  E.  A.  Blculer.  of  Carlinville.  Illinois; 
Lulu  J.,  the  wife  of  G.  H.  Codington,  of  Chi- 
cago. One  daughter,  S.  Kathn-n,  wife  of  Har- 
rison liohinson,  of  Prentice,  Illinois,  died  on 
the  Ifith  of  June.  1889.  Fannie  H..  now  Mrs. 
.T.  D.  Goodpasture,  is  the  daughter  of  Mrs. 
Thompson,  by  her  first  husband.  Gwrge  W. 
O'Bannon,  wlm  died   in   18.i4. 

^Ir.  Thompson  was  a  life-long  Democrat. 
His  first  vote  was  cast  for  Andrew  Jackson. 
He  was  a  man  of  pronounced  character.  He 
had  clear  and  definite  ideas  on  all  matters  and 
expressed  his  opinion  freely,  but  not  offensively, 
and  everyone  knew  where  be  stood  on  every 
subject.  By  bis  active  and  industrious  life  he 
nceuniiilatcd  a  competency  and  died  N'ovemher 
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10,  1899,  surrounded  by  those  comforts  that 
are  ever  the  result  of  honesty,  industry  and 
economy.  Hia  second  wife  died  February  16, 
1897. 


ELMER  P.  HOKKBACK. 

One  of  the  native  sims  of  Menard  county, 
Elmer  P.  Hornback,  was  born  May  19,1871,  on 
the  farm  wliere  lie  now  lives  and  reprosentB 
a  prominent  family  of  this  part  of  the  state, 
whose  high  reputation  he  has  fully  sustained 
Ijy  his  fitraightforward  business  career.  His 
|)nreuts  were  .Captain  Robert  and  Margaret 
Hornback.  Hie  paternal  great-grandfather, 
Aliraham  Hornliack,  was  a  native  of  Virginia, 
a.^  was  his  maternal  great- grand  father,  Roliort 
Bracken,  and  Imtii  were  soldiers  under  General 
George  Washington,  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 
John  Hornback,  the  grandfather  of  Elmer  P. 
Hornback,  was  born  in  Bourbon  county,  Ken- 
tucky. Februarj-  3,  1798,  and  in  1«18,  he  mar- 
ried Abigail  Bracken,  a  native  of  Bath  county. 
Kentucky,  and  a  daughter  of  Robert  and  Eliza- 
iieth  (Mappen)  Bracken.  In  IS'^'i  they  re- 
moved to  HIinois,  reaching  Menard  county  on 
the  22i\  of  Octolier.  Here  Mr.  Hornback  pur- 
(■hawed  tliree  liundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land, 
at  the  usual  government  price  and  with  char- 
acteristic energy  he  began  transfonning  the 
raw  tract  into  cultivable  proi>erty,  making  sub- 
stantial improvements,  and  through  his  farm- 
ing intereslti  aiding  materially  in  the  early 
pioneer  development  of  this  part  of  the  state. 
He  continued  to  engage  in  general  farming 
here  until  liis  death,  which  occurred  December 
2,  1857.  He  dad  shared  in  many  of  the  fron- 
tier experiences  incident  to  reclaiming  this 
district  for  the  uses  of  civilization,  and  in  18-12 
he  had  served  in  the  Black  Hawk  war,  in  com- 
pany with  Abraham  IJncoln  with  whom  he 
was  intimately  acquainted.  Mr.  Lincoln  was 
the  captain  of  this  company  and  Mr.  Horn- 
hack  the  lieutenant. 

Rotert  Hornback  was  born  in  Menard 
county,  on  the  old  family  homestead,  Novem- 
ber, 14,  1838,  Iwing  the  eldest  of  a  large  fam- 
ily. He  was  reared  amid  pioneer  environment 
and  assisted  in  the  arduous  task  of  developing 


the  new  farm  which  made  the  life  of  every 
frontier  agriculturist  a  strenuous  one.  When 
only  five  and  a  half  years  old  he  jilowed  with 
DiH'  of  Ihc  old  time  plows,  then  in  general  use. 
Throughout  his  entire  life  he  carried  on  the 
work  of  tilling  the  soil  and  remained  upon  the 
homestead  until  his  death,  which  occurred  Hvp- 
tcmber  G,  1S99.  He  was  marrio<l,  February  29, 
1850,  to  Miss  Catherine  Rogers,  a  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Rebecca  Rogers,  of  Jlenard  county. 
On  the  10th  of  Februarj",  181)7,  her  death  oc- 
curred, and  Xovcmlwr  7,  18(i7,  Captain  Horn- 
l>ack  was  married  to  Margaret  J.  MeOilora,  a 
very  worthy  lady,  by  «hom  he  has  four 
childn^n.  The  mother  died  December  17,  18HC. 
Cajitftin  Hornback  proved  his  loyalty  to  his 
country  during  the  Civil  war  by  active  service 
on  tlie  field,  enlisting  on  the  4th  of  August, 
18G2,  as  a  private  of  Company  K,  One  Hun- 
dred and  Fourteenth  Illinois  Infantrj',  under 
Colonel  Judy.  The  rendezvous  of  the  company 
was  at  Camp  Butler,  Springfield,  and  the  regi- 
ment soon  afterward  proceeded  to  Memphis, 
Tennessee,  remaining  in  the  vicinity  of  that 
city  until  April  1,  18()3,  skirmishing,  gimrding 
railroads  and  sc'outing.  At  the  expiration  of 
that  time  order  was  received  to  join  the  forces 
under  General  Grant  at  Grand  Gulf,  Missis- 
sippi, proceeding  from  that  point  under  Gen- 
eral Johnston.  The  One  Hundred  and  Fourth 
with  several  other  regiments,  came  upon  the 
rebels  at  Raymond,  on  the  10th  of  April  and  in 
the  engagement  that  followed  the  Confederates 
were  driven  from  their  position.  The  Union 
soldiers  followed  their  retreat  and  again  a  con- 
flict occurred  at  Jackson,  Mississippi,  a  pitched 
ijattle  resulting  in  the  forcing  of  the  enemy 
from  their  fortifications  and  the  capture  of  the 
city.  On  the  16tii  the  battle  of  Champion  Hills 
occurred,  Mr.  Hornback,  with  his  regiment, 
participating,  and  later  he  aided  in  besieging 
the  city  of  Vicksburg,  until  its  capitulation, 
after  a  defense  of  two  months,  in  which  the 
cannon  were  seldom  silent.  The  next  move  of 
the  One  Hundred  and  Fourteenth  was  in  the 
ailvance  to  Jackson,  where  the  two  weeks'  siege 
was  followed  by  the  surrender  of  the  city. 
Captain  Hornback  being  among  the  first  to 
enter  it,  on  the  IGth  of  July,  18(13.  It  was  the 
month  of  Oetolwr,  following,  that  he  was  pro- 
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iiiotud  frojii  orderly  scrjii-ant  to  i-aj)tain  aod 
while  in  Mempliis  lie  wui?  appoiiitt'd  provost 
marshal  of  the  eity,  hut  not  wishing  to  leave 
hig  rej.'i]iieiit  he  retnaiued  with  his  eniimiand. 
Following  various  encounters  with  the  ti'oops 
iijider  (toueral  Forrest,  in  the  spring  of  ]8(i4, 
I  he  One  Hundred  and  Fourteenth  lUinois  took 
part  in  the  battle  of  Guntown,  Mississippi, 
June  10,  IStii,  and  Captain  Hornhack  lost  one 
half  of  his  men  and  was  himself  wounded,  hut 
a  month  later,  when  tile  regiment  iigaiu  ntet 
the  same  troops,  tlie  latter  were  liadly  defeated. 
In  August  this  regiment  was  transferred  to  the 
department  of  the  Mississippi  and  pursued 
Price  into  Mississippi  and  Arkansas,  taking 
part  in  the  Iwttle  near  Kansas  City,  in  October. 
After  Price  was  forced  to  leave  Missouri  Cap- 
tain Hornbaek  joined  (Jeueral  Thompson  at 
Xashville,  anil  participated  in  the  battle  re- 
sulting in  tlic  defeat  of  Hood.  With  his  regi- 
ment lie  also  took  part  in  the  siege  and  capture 
of  Mobile,  and  then  gladly  returned  home,  the 
war  having  ended,  witii  victory  perched  upon 
the  T7nion  banners.  A  loyal  and  intrepid  sol- 
dier, an  honorable  gentleman,  reliable  in  busi- 
ness and  trustworthy  in  all  life's  relations,  the 
useiuory  of  Captain  Hornhack  is  revered  and 
eherish(^  hy  all  wiio  knew  him. 

In  the  connnon  schools  Elmer  P.  Hornbaek 
acipiircd  his  early  education,  which  was  sup- 
plemented by  study  in  the  high  school  of 
Grcenview  and  a  course  in  the  Springfield 
Business  College  of  Springfield,  Illinois.  He 
then  returned  home  and  at  the  age  of  seven- 
teen years  Ix-gan  farming  on  his  own  account, 
since  which  time  he  has  continually  carried  on 
general  agricultural  pursuits  and  stock-raising. 
He  now  owns  the  home  place  of  two  hundred 
acres  and  a  ten  acre  tract  of  fine  timlxT  three 
miles  south.  He  is  classed  with  the  intelligent, 
enterprising  and  |»rosperous  fanners  of  his 
native  county  and  his  business  career  is  char- 
acterized by  straightforward  dealing. 

On  the  20th  of  December.  1899,  Elmer  P. 
Hornlfflck  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Maude  Ilelstern,  a  daughter  of  George  and 
Clarissa  Helstcrn,  the  former  a  native  of  Oer- 
many  and  the  latter  of  Illinois.  They  became 
early  settlers  of  ]k[enard  county,  and  the  fathiT 
is  now  living  a  retired  life  in  Pctcrsiiurg — -one 


of  tile  worthy  pioneer  residents  of  the  county. 
His  wife  died  March  18,  130.3.  Mr.  and  -Mrs. 
Hornbaek  have  two  children:  Robert  H.,  bom 
Xoveml)er  25,  1901,  and  Margaret,  born  Xo- 
\emlxT  2-i,  1903. 

The  {)arents  are  members  of  the  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  church  of  GreMiview  and  Mr. 
Hornbaek  holds  membership  relations  with  the 
Masonic  lodge  at  Greenview  and  the  chapter 
and  c-ommandery  at  Petersburg.  He  is  also 
identified  with  the  Jlodern  Woodmen  of 
.\merica  and  he  gives  his  political  allegiance 
to  the  Republican  jiarty.  He  seems  to  have  in- 
heriti'd  his  father's  patriotic  spirit,  for  he  mani- 
fests a  most  commendable  interest  in  nietisiires 
lor  the  welfare  of  the  county,  state  and  nation, 
and  gives  hearty  co-operation  to  all  move- 
ments instituted  for  the  material,  intellectual 
and  moral  welfare  of  bis  community. 


JOK   1).   WILLIAMS. 


Joe  D.  Williams,  who  is  carrying  on  farm- 
ing and  stock-raising  in  township  18,  range 
4,  was  born  in  Middletown.  Logan  coiinix, 
Illinois,  July  Ifi,  18C(J,  his  parents  being  Hd- 
win  J.  and  Kose  (King)  Williams.  His  father. 
who  was  Ijorn  in  Decatur,  Illinois,  July  S.  183S, 
died  on  the  8th  of  March,  1882.  while  his  wife, 
who  was  born  in  Ohio,  March  20.  1842,  is  stiU 
living.  Edwin  .7.  Williams  lived  with  his  par- 
ents in  Menard  county,  Illinois,  until  twelve 
years  of  age.  when  his  mother  died  and  he 
afterward  lived  with  an  aunt,  Mrs.  Cynthia 
Johnson,  for  about  a  year.  His  father  then 
took  him  to  California,  making  the  overland 
trip  with  ox  teams.  There  were  three  wngous 
in  the  train  and  they  were  also  aecompanied 
by  Mr.  Williams'  five  younger  brothers.  They 
startcfl  on  the  1st  of  April,  18.")1.  and  it  took 
nine  months  to  make  the  trip.  One  man  out  of 
the  train  was  killed  by  the  Indians  while  they 
were  traveling  through  Kansas.  Jlr.  Williams' 
father  was  captain  of  the  train  and  he  took 
with  him  sixteen  yoke  of  o.xen  and  seven  head 
of  horsi*.  ,\fter  reaching  California  he  fat- 
tened the  oxen  and  sold  them  as  beef  cattle 
for  one  dollar  per  iiound.  He  then  began  to 
starch  for  gold  and  was  in  the  mines  for  two 


PAST  AND    I'UKHEXT    OF    MEXAKD    COUNTY 


years,  at  tiie  euU  of  wliJdi  time  hi;  was  iiiui- 
(JiTfd  by  the  Hogue  Ifiver  ImJians  on  liogue 
river  iu  Caiiforuia.  Edwin  J.  Williams  with 
his  live  brotlRTs  then  started  lioineward,  going 
hy  way  of  I'auania  on  a  sailing  vesM'l,  aeross 
tlie  isLiiuius  on  inulos  and  thenee  on  a  sailing 
vesstl  to  New  Orlejius,  up  the  llississipiii  river 
to  St.  Louis  and  on  the  illinois  river  to  Beards- 
town,  wheuL-e  they  made  tlieir  way  aeross  the 
i-uiLutry  to  ileuard  eouiity.  Kdwin  Williams 
then  lived  with  his  aunt,  Mrs,  Johnson,  until 
ahotU  twouiy-livc  years  of  age.  lluring  that 
time  lie  attended  school  as  opjiortuuity  olfered 
aud  he  also  did  general  farm  work,  breaking 
the  wild  |)raine  and  cultivating  tlie  fields.  At 
the  age  ol'  twenty-five  years  he  started  out  in 
life  for  himself,  pureliasiug  a  traet  of  lana 
nciir  lliddlelown  and  residing  in  tlie  village 
while  operating  his  farm.  He  was  married  on 
the  8th  of  August,  im'>,  to  Jliss  Rose  King 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  three  eiiildren: 
Joe  D.,  Edwin  E,,  wiio  was  horn  August  2ii, 
ISii.S,  and  is  now  married  and  living  in  the 
Panhandle  of  Texas;  and  Matilda  J.,  who  was 
liom  August  'il,  1S73,  and  is  the  wife  of  Louis 
Held,  also  residing  in  the  Panhandle. 

After  his  marriage  Edwin  Williams  con- 
tinued to  reside  iu  Middietown  until  the  spring 
of  ItliJl,  wiicn  ho  sold  his  farm  there  and  pur- 
ehiised  one  hundred  and  seven  acres  of  laud 
south  of  Irish  Grove.  Removing  to  the  new 
property  lie  eontinued  its  cultivation  until  the 
s|tring  of  l.SIti,  when  he  sold  that  farm  and 
went  to  Maryville,  Missouri,  where  he  carried 
on  genera!  agricultural  pursuits  and  stock- 
raising.  He  also  engaged  in  the  lumber  busi- 
ness, continuing  in  that  line  of  trade  until  the 
spring  of  IH811,  wiien  on  aeeount  of  ill  health 
he  disposi'd  of  his  iumlieryard  and  returned  to 
Menard  county,  locating  at  Athens,  where  lie 
sjK'nt  his  remaining  days.  WJien  two  years  liad 
passed,  however,  he  was  called  to  his  final  rest. 
He  was  a  niemlipr  of  the  old  school  Presbyter- 
ian chnreh  and  livwl  an  ujiright,  consistent 
Christian  life,  lieing  stniiglit forward  in  all  his 
business  transactions  and  faithful  to  every 
duty.  His  wife  still  survives  him  and  now 
makes  her  home  with  her  children. 

Joe  D.  Williams  spent  his  boyhood  days 
under  the  parental  roof.    He  was  for  two  years 


a  siudent  in  the  Murry  school  and  afterward 
attended  a  graded  sciiool  in  Maryville,  Mis- 
souri, for  four  years.  He  also  spent  two  years 
ai  a  student  iu  Athens  and  later  continued  his 
studies  at  Maple  Grove,  where  he  attended 
seliool  during  the  winter  months.  He  was  tlius 
e(]ul[)tK.'d  by  good  educational  privileges  for  the 
jiractical  duties  of  life  and  reading  and  obser- 
vation in  later  years  have  also  added  to  his 
knowledge,  while  experience  has  tanght  him 
many  lessons.  After  his  father's  death,  which 
occurred  when  the  son  was  fifteen  years  of  age, 
lie  assisted  his  mother  in  improving  and  culti- 
vating one  hundred  and  ninety-one  acres  of 
land  near  Fancy  Prairie  and  when  he  had  at- 
taine<l  his  majority  he  went  to  Kansas,  where 
he  spent  eight  months  herding  cattle  in  that 
state  and  in  the  Indian  Territory.  Later  with 
his  two  horses  and  cooking  outfit  ho  went  over- 
land to  Nebraska,  and  traveling  through  the 
nortlieni  part  of  Missouri  he  at  length  reached 
Illinois.  During  this  time  he  slept  upon  the 
ground  and  did  his  own  cooking.  After  his 
return  he  worked  with  his  mother  at  fanning 
and  stock-raising  and  in  July,  18tll,  purchased 
one  hundred  and  ninety-one  acres  of  land  ad- 
joining his  mother's  farm  on  the  north.  Since 
then  they  have  operated  the  two  farms  as  one 
]iroperty,  Mr.  Williams  having  the  active  man- 
agement of  the  place.  They  have  about  fifty 
head  of  shorthorn  cattle  and  about  one  hundred 
and  forty-five  hogs.  They  also  have  twenty- 
tlirw  head  of  a  good  grade  of  horsi's  on  tiie 
place  aud  an  imported  Pereheroii  stall  I  on, 
{'lovis.  As  a  farmer  and  sti>ck-raiser  Mr.  Wil- 
liams is  nu-eting  with  a  very  gratifying  measure 
of  success  and  he  is  one  of  the  stockholders  of 
the  Fancy  Prairie  Grain  &  Coal  Company. 

On  the  iMi  of  December.  1895.  was  cele- 
brated the  marriage  of  Mr.  Williams  and  Miss 
MalH>l  J.  Council,  a  daughter  ut  Holx-rt  and 
Ellen  (Cresse)  Council.  Her  father,  who  was 
liorn  in  Sangamon  county,  Illinois,  in  1830, 
died  in  1881,  while  his  wife,  who  was  bom  Aug- 
ust 14.  1H44,  is  still  living.  They  were  married 
ill  181)^  and  became  the  [larcnts  of  eight 
children,  six  of  whom  survive:  John  W.,  who 
is  married  and  residi-s  in  Menard  county;  Mrs. 
Williams:  Lillie.  who  is  the  wife  of  Will  Cline, 
a  n'sideni  of  Sangamon  county ;  Lula  C,  the 
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wife  of  Edward  Lake,  of  Menard  county; 
Robert  C.  and  Frank,  who  are  living  on 
tlie  old  fumily  homestead.  The  father 
spent  ill?  entire  life  in  Menard  and  Sanga- 
mon counties  engaged  in  the  bnsiness  of 
feedini;  and  raising  stock  and  cultivating  his 
lields.  He  [wssi'ssed  excellent  business  ability 
and  e.xeeutive  force  and  managed  his  afTaire 
Ml  ably  that  at  tlie  time  of  his  death  lie  left  a 
valuable  farm  comprising  four  hundred  and 
eighty  acres  of  line  prairie  land  well  improved. 
On  the  place  is  a  nice  residence  and  eulistantial 
i)arns  and  outbuildings,  while  shade  and  fruit 
trees  add  to  the  value  as  well  as  to  the  attrac- 
tive appearance  of  the  place.  Mr.  Council  was 
n  member  of  tin;  Methodist  Episcopal  church 
and  his  name  was  a  synonym  for  honorable 
dealing  in  all  life's  relations. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williams  was 
blessed  with  three  children:  Ellen,  bom  De- 
ceiuber  30.  IKHT;  Ed,  born  November  !>,  1900; 
and  Boljert  C.  bom  Se])tember  29.,  Iil03.  Both 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williams  have  a  wide  circle  of 
friends  in  the  county  and  their  pleasant  home 
is  noted  for  its  generous  hosjiitality.  They  favor 
the  Cumberland  Presbyterial  church,  although 
tJiey  are  not  members  of  any  religious  denom- 
ination. In  his  political  views  Mr  Williams  is 
a  Republican  and,  while  he  k  pa  It  nf  med 
on  fhe  questions  and  issues  ot  tl  da}  a  e^ery 
true  American  citizen  should  do  1  e  has  ne  ther 
time  nor  inclination  to  seek  pul  1  c  off  pre- 
ferring to  give  his  undividel  tt  ton  to  his 
business  affairs,  in  which  he  is  meeting  with 
signal 


JESSE  F.  OUM. 
Jesse  F.  (iiim.  who  throughout  his  business 
career  followed  farming,  winning  both  succes* 
and  an  honorable  name,  was  horn  upon  a  farm 
ni'ar  Talula,  Menard  county,  Novcndier  2!). 
18:il,  his  parents  being  Jes.*('  and  JIary  (Dills) 
Cnm,  both  natives  of  Kentucky,  whence  tliey 
removed  to  Illinois  at  an  early  epoch  in  the 
development  and  improvement  of  the  county. 
They  settled  upon  a  tract  of  wild  land,  the 
father  liccoming  the  owner  of  a  traet  of  twelve 
hundred  acres,  which  at  his  deatli  wns  divided 


among  his  children.  Indians  were  still  fiiniiil 
in  this  part  of  the  state  at  the  time  of  Mr. 
(lUin's  arrival,  and  every  eddenee  of  pioneer 
existence  was  seen.  The  land  was  largely  nii- 
cultivated  and  the  farm  implements  vrer-t 
crude,  but  stout  hearts  and  willing  bands  over- 
came the  difficulties  of  frontier  life,  and  (lie 
labors  of  the  pioneer  opened  up  a  district 
whicli  is  now  one  of  the  best  agricultural  sec- 
tions of  this  great  state.  I'nto  Jesse  and  M;iry 
(Dills)  Ouni  were  horn  twelve  children  but 
only  one  is  living.  Lydia  Bell,  a  resident  of 
Iowa.  After  losing  his  first  wife  the  father 
married  Grace  Flynn.  One  son,  Charley  Onm. 
was  a  soldier  in  tlic  Mexican  war  and  atur 
being  wounded   was  honorably  discharged. 

Jesse  P.  Gum  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  and  was  n'arcd  upon  liis  father's  fiirnt. 
early  assisting  in  the  labors  of  plowing,  plant- 
ing and  harvesting,  so  that  he  soon  gained 
practical  knowledge  of  the  business  which 
he  detcmiinetl  to  make  his  life  work.  He 
began  farming  on  his  own  account  after  at- 
taining his  majority  and  always  followed  that 
pursuit.  He  whs  very  suoi'essful,  seldom,  if 
ever,  making  a  mistake  in  matters  of  business 
judgment  and  his  careful  control  of  his  farm- 
ing interests,  his  energv-  and  diligence  won  for 
him  a  very  desirable  measure  of  prosperity. 
An  his  financial  resources  increa.'^erl  he  inve-t- 
ed  in  land  and  at  his  deith  was  the  owner  of  a 
fine  farm  of  three  hundred  and  thirty-three 
acres,  which  has  since  been  divided  among  li:« 
children. 

Od  February  11,  1858,  ^tr.  Gum  was  married 
to  Miss  Martiiena  Ott.  wlto  was  born  July  2-1, 
1830.  in  Harrison  county,  Indiana,  a  daughter 
of  Ximrod  and  Pearline  (Gum)  Ott.  and  wh-i 
were  also  natives  of  Harrison  county,  Indiana, 
and  came  to  Illinois  in  IS-'iS,  settling  in  ile- 
nard  county.  Both  have  now  passed  away. 
They  were  farming  people  and  lived  a  quiet, 
retiring  life.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gum  were 
liorn  the  following:  Evaline,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy; Mnry  Agnes,  who  died  at  the  age  nf 
three  years :  John  Calvin,  a  resident  of  Peters- 
burg, who  married  Cora  Bell  and  has  six  chil- 
dren ;  Willie  R.  who  resides  on  the  home  farm 
and  married  F.Jiz.abeth  Bavis,  by  whom  lie  ha* 
six  children:  F.lta.  who  married  John  .Mlsliie, 
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a  carpenter  of  Pittsburg,  Kansas,  and  lias  two 
children ;  Lucinda,  who  married  Samuel  Grccii- 
wald,  a  farmer  living  near  (Jurtis,  Illinois,  and 
has  one  child;  Martha  Anna,  who  was  married 
Septemher  W,  1903,  to  Oliver  A,  Uarrnan, 
a  carpenter  and  contractor  of  Petersburg; 
Charles  and  Preston,  who  died  in  infancy. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Gum  was  a  Deni- 
oc-rat  but  had  no  aspirations  Eor  public  office, 
pPfferrin;;  to  devote  his  time  and  attention 
to  hie  business  affairs,  in  which  he  met  with 
sifrnal  success.  He  died  October  18.  1SS4.  bi'^ 
remains  beinf:  intcnvd  in  Grove  Kill  cemetiTy. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church,  while 
his  wife  belonfis  to  the  Christian  chureli.  His 
interest  in  all  matters  pertaininj:  to  the  mate- 
rial upbuilding  and  the  intellectual  and  mora! 
advancement  of  the  eonimunitv  was  deep  and 
sincere,  and  while  he  never  attempted  to  he 
a  leader  in  public  raovenient-'',  he  pave  his 
hearty  co-operation  and  approval  to  many 
measiin's  for  the  jud>tic  j.'<iod.  His  siiliniit  ijual- 
ities  were  such  as  won  him  hifjh  rcpird  and 
warm  friendships  and  thus  his  memory  is  clur- 
islied  not  only  by  his  immediate  family  but  also 
h\  many  wlio  knew  liim  throughout  J[enard 
eonntv. 


JDHN   .lOHXSOX. 


Joiin  Johnson,  who  has  now  traveled  far  on 
life's  journey,  is  one  of  tlie  honored  and  vcner- 
alde  citizens  of  Menard  county  and,  moreover, 
he  is  especially  entitled  to  mention  in  this 
volume  l)ecause  he  is  numbered  among  the 
juitive  sons.  Few  indeed  of  her  residents  have 
longer  resided  within  its  JMrders  and  lie  has 
been  a  witness  of  almost  its  entire  development 
since  the  first  permanent  settlement  was  made 
by  white  people.  He  can  relate  many  interest- 
ing incidents  of  the  early  days  and,  moreover, 
he  has  taken  just  pride  in  what  has  been  ac- 
complished as  the  work  of  improvement  and 
civilization  has  been  carried  forward. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  bom  September  5,  1835, 
upon  the  old  family  homestead  in  this  county, 
his  parents  being  William  and  Cynthia  (Wil- 
liams)  Johnson.     They  were  both   natives  of 


Hath  county,  Kentucky,  and  arrived  in  Menard 
county  in  October,  182'S,  the  father  securing 
a  government  claim  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres,  on  which  he  built  him  a  log  cabin  sixteen 
fc-et  square.  He  also  entered  eighty  acres  of 
timber  land  from  (he  government  and  with 
characteristic  energy  began  to  clear  and  de- 
velop hii  farm,  living  in  true  pioneer  style.  He 
left  about  foui  liundrt'd  acres  of  laud  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  having  acquired  a  good  cora- 
peteuec  through  his  well  directed  energy.  Unto 
him  and  his  wife  were  born  se\en  children,  hut 
all  .ire  now  deceased,  with  the  e\ception  of 
■John  of  this  review,  and  Jettcrson,  wiio  was 
Ijorn  October  3,  1828,  and  is  now  living  on  the 
old  family  homestead.  The  father  died  in  Sep- 
tember, 1843,  and  the  mother,  long  surviving 
him,  passed  away  May  1,  1S8T. 

John  Johnson  was  liom  in  the  little  log 
cabin  which  was  the  pioneer  home  of  the  fam- 
ily. Later  that  building  was  replaced  hy  a 
larger  house,  which,  however,  was  also  con- 
structed of  logs.  He  was  reared  amid  the  wild 
scenes  and  environments  of  frontier  life  and 
assisted  in  the  arduous  task  of  developing  new 
land  and  transforming  the  fields  into  produc- 
tive tracts.  His  entire  life  has  been  devoted  to 
general  farming  and  stock-raising  and  as  the 
year.';  advanced  he  kept  pace  with  the  progress 
that  was  made  along  agricultural  lines.  His 
scythe  was  replaced  by  the  mowing  machine 
and  other  modern  farm  implements  were  se- 
cured, so  that  bis  labor  was  greatly  facilitated. 

On  the  Ist  of  December,  184G,  Mr.  Johnson 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Harriet  Jenni- 
son,  who  died  on  the  12th  of  October,  1855, 
leaving  two  children:  Adelaide,  who  became 
the  wife  of  William  E.  Hall  and  died  soon 
after  her  marriage;  and  William  E.,  who  re- 
sides upon  his  father's  farm.  For  his  second 
wife  John  Johnson  wedded  Elizabeth  Gaines, 
a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Eliza  (Metccr) 
Gaines,  both  of  whom  are  natives  of  Kentucky. 
This  marriage  occurred  March  1,  1859,  and 
was  blessed  with  four  children :  Cora,  who 
was  born  January  18,  18C0,  is  now  the  wife 
of  Frank  Whitney,  of  this  county;  lona,  who 
was  born  September  12,  1862,  is  the  wife  of  J. 
E.  Culver,  of  Menard  county;  Joseph,  born 
September  19,  1865,  married  Nellie  Clark  and. 
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is  now  living  in  Athens;  Ella,  borii  July  14, 
18IJ9,  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Y.  Council,  a  resi- 
dent of  Logan  county,  Illinois. 

Mr.  and  ilrs.  Joiinsou  are  now  living  with 
their  daughtur,  Jlrs.  Whitney,  and  l>oth  are 
enjoying  good  health.  He  retains  his  strength 
to  a  remarkable  degree  and  each  day  walks 
ahout  four  or  five  miles.  They  have  seen  many 
changes  in  Menard  county  and  Mr.  Johnson 
ha.*  a  fund  of  interesting  ri'uiini sconces  con- 
cerning the  early  days.  He  saw  the  (irst  rail- 
road built  in  the  county,  strap  rails  l>eing  "used, 
while  the  motive  power  was  furnit-hed  by  mules. 
The  Wabasli  line  now  runs  upon  the  old  grade 
into  Springfield.  Mr.  Jolmson  drove  hogs  to 
the  market  at  St.  Louis  when  .si.xtcen  years  of 
age  and  whs  two  weeks  in  making  tlie  trip, 
owing  to  the  coiulitton  of  the  roads  on  which 
the  snow  was  found  iji  some  places,  while  in 
other  places  the  mud  was  very  deep.  His  pay 
for  the  work  was  lifty  cents  per  day  and  his 
labor  began  ere  daylireak.  He  would  breakfast 
while  it  was  yet  dark  and  hia  su]iper  was  taken 
after  night  had  fallen.  The  houses  at  that 
time  were  often  twelve  miles  apart.  There  were 
fifteen  hundred  hogs  in  the  drove  and  fifteen 
men  and  boys  were  employed  to  drive  them. 
After  this  trip  he  took  a  drove  of  hogs  to 
Beardstown  over  the  prairie  and  through  the 
timl)er.  During  the  period  of  the  Civil  war, 
in  connection  with  hia  brother  Jefferson  and 
Colonel  Williams,  he  purchased  mules,  which 
he  sold  to  the  government.  They  continued 
in  the  Imsiness  of  buying  and  selling  stock  for 
more  than  fifteen  years,  dealing  in  cattle,  hogs 
and  mules.  They  had  sixteen  hundred  acres  of 
land  on  which  they  fed  their  stock  and  their 
sales  brought  to  them  a  good  financial  return. 
Mr.  Johnson  still  owns  three  hundred  and 
forty-three  acres  of  fine  farming  land  and  ten 
acres  of  timber  land  in  the  county.  He  also 
has  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Linn 
county,  Kansas,  eighty  miles  south  of  Kansas 
City.  His  has  bei'ii  a  prosperous  career,  owing 
to  his  close  application  and  unfaltering  lalwr 
and  while  his  life  has  been  quietly  passed  he 
has  yet  displayed  many  sterling  traits  of  char- 
acter which  have  won  him  the  confidence  of  tlie 
bufiincss  connnunity  and  the  rispect  of  all 
with  whom  he  has  been  associated.    His  polit- 


ical allegiance  is  given  to  the  Republican  party 
and  for  twenty  years  he  has  served  as  a  school 
director,  but  otherwise  has  held  no  public 
office.  He  was  made  a  Mason  in  Petersburg 
in  18o!)  and  afterward  became  a  charter  naein- 
her  of  Greenview  lodge  Xo.  653,  A.F.  &  A.M., 
with  which  he  is  now  alKliatc'd.  Xo  history  of 
Menard  county  would  be  complete  without 
record  of  its  venerable  citizen,  who  for  almost 
ciglity  years  has  resided  within  its  borders. 
What  to  many  people  are  matters  of  history 
are  to  him  events  of  personal  knowledge  or 
experience  and  he  has  many  vivid  mentjil  i>ie- 
tures  of  pioneer  conditious  in  Menard  county, 
as  well  as  of  its  later  day  progress  and  |)ros- 
i>erity. 


HOBEKT  CLARY  PAXTIER. 

James  I'antier,  the  grandfather  of  the  sul>- 
jcct  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in  Boone's  Fort 
at  Boonesboro,  Kentuckj',  February  7,  1779, 
and  he  continued  to  live  at  the  fort  until  fif- 
teen years  of  age.  He  was  married  in  the 
state  of  Ohio  to  Miss  Susanna  Murphy,  In 
1815  he  came  to  Illinois  and  in  1826  setlled 
in  what  is  now  Menard  county,  three  miles 
north  of  Petersburg.  There  he  entered  the 
land  on  which  the  subject  of  this  sketch  now 
lives.  He  was  a  very  eccentric  man,  though 
a  good  Christian,  and  a  ruling  elder  in  the 
Concord  Cund>erland  Presbyterian  church.  He 
was  a  "Faith  Doctor,"  as  people  termed  it,  and 
many  remarkable  stories  are  told  of  his  won- 
derful [>owcr.  Hundreds  of  intelligent  people 
fully  Itelieved  that  by  simply  laying  his  hands 
on  the  subject  he  could  stop  the  flow  of  blood 
from  a  wound,  cure  a  malignant  cancer,  kill 
the  poison  of  a  snake  or  a  mad-dog  bite,  in 
short,  heal  any  diet'ase.  He  lived  and  died  a 
respected  and  honored  citizen,  pa.ssing  away  on 
the  intli  of  January,  1859,  when  nearly  eighty 
years  of  age. 

David  M.  Pantier,  the  father  of  onr  subject, 
was  bom  in  Hamilton  county,  Ohio,  October 
ir.  180R,  and  came  to  Illinois  in  ISl.i.  settling 
in  Menard  county  in  1S2B.  In  March.  1829, 
he  was  joined  in  marriage  to  Miss  Eliza  W. 
Armstrong,  who  was  born  April  25.  1812,  and 
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diod  in  August,  18i8.  To  tiiem  wert?  born 
wven  children,  nf  wlioiii  Holiert  (.'.  is  next  to 
the  youngest  and  with  tlic  exception  of  him  all 
are  now  dweascd.  David  SI.  Pantier  was 
again  married  in  ]H4!),  his  secmid  union  bc- 
ing  with  Mrs.  Maria  Harms,  a  widow  wliose 
maiden  name  was  Iliitchies,  To  them  were 
l)orn  four  children,  of  wiiom  two  died  in  in- 
fancy and  two  are  still  living,  namely;  Marion 
Pantier,  of  Pctcrshurj^,  Illinois;  and  Minerva 
C'olson,  of  Xel)ra8ka.  David  M.  Pantier  died 
October  13,  18S9,  lacking  four  days  of  Iwing 
eighty-one  years  old. 

Robert  Clary  Pantier  was  bom  March  7, 
1S41,  in  Menard  county,  and  his  early  life  was 
that  of  the  average  country  boy,  working  on 
the  farm  in  summer  and  attending  school  throe 
or  four  months  in  winter.  On  the  i;(tli  of 
April,  18G3,  he,  in  company  with  others, 
started  across  the  country  to  California,  and 
having  horse  teams  they  reached  there  in  the 
early  fall.  While  in  California  he  was  cm- 
ployed  as  a  general  hand  on  a  stock  ranch 
and  remained  in  that  state  until  18C5,  arriv- 
ing home  on  the  1st  of  December,  of  that  year. 

On  the  20th  of  December,  186G,  Mr.  Pantier 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Jane 
Traylor,  who  was  bom  in  Menard  county, 
March  25,  1842,  and  is  a  daugliter  of  Henry 
and  Elizabeth  (Robinson)  Traylor.  Of  this 
union  were  born  three  sons  and  one  daughter, 
namely;  David  Harri,  horn  December  6, 
1867 ;  William  A.,  born  July  23,  18C9 ;  Marion 
Edward,  bom  May  12,  1872 ;  and  Ollie  L.,  born 
Deeomher  28,  1874.  The  second  son,  William 
-A.,  is  married  and  lives  on  a  farm  near  his 
father.  The  daughter,  Ollie  L.,  was  married 
in  December,  1890,  to  El>eii  Kirhy  and  lives 
on  a  farm  in  an  adjoining  neigh borhoo<]. 

Mr.  Pantier  is  an  intelligent  successful  far- 
mer and  stock-raiser.  He  is  a  ruling  elder  in 
the  Concord  congregation  of  the  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  church,  as  he  has  been  for  a 
number  of  years.  If  he  is  like  his  father  he 
will  he  a  blessing  to  any  community  where  he 
may  dwell.'  While  David  If.  Pantier  was  not 
a  member  of  any  church  no  man  in  this  sec- 
tion of  the  country  hore  more  of  the  practical 
fruits  of  Christianity  than  he.  He  and  his 
wife,  "Aunt  Maria,"  as  every  one  called  her. 


were  on  a  constant  mission  of  mercy  as  long 
as  they  lived.  The  poor,  tlie  needy,  the  sick, 
the  orphan  and  widow  were  their  especial 
wards,  and  unostentatiously  and  q\iietly  they 
did  tlieir  work.  In  the  great  day  of  account 
a  great  host  will  riw;  up  to  testify  to  their 
hunilile  and  quiet  <leedf!  of  love. 


liiioiKiE  Kiimv,  ai{. 

(Jeorgc  Kirhy  was  the  son  of  Cyrus  Kirby, 
a  native  of  Kentucky.     In  the  year 


who 


1809  Cyrus  Kirliy  emigrated  from  Kentucky  to 
the  territory  of  Illinois,  and  settled  in  Madi- 
son county.  On  the  2l)th  of  December,  in  the 
year  of  1812,  (leorge  Kirhy  was  Imni,  in  Madi- 
.<on  county,  Illinois.  In  the  year  1820,  when 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  eight  years  old, 
Cyrns  Kirby  remostHl  from  Madison  county  to 
("lary's  Grox'c  in  Menard  county  and  settled 
there.  Wnnie  years  later  George  Kirby  bought 
land  in  Sand  Ridge,  Menard  county,  and  set- 
th'd  there  and  continued  to  live  tlicre  till  the 
time  of  his  death.  On  the  23d  of  October, 
1834.  Mr,  Kirby  was  joined  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Dorcas  Atlerberry,  who  was  born  April  22, 
181C.  To  this  union  were  born  eight  children: 
John  Kirby,  born  September  8,  1835;  Daniel, 
bom  December  20,  183G;  Nancy,  born  August 
31, 1838;  Samuel,  born  March  5,  1841;  W^iiliam 
born  December  31,  1842 ;  Matilda,  l>orn 
June  29,  1844;  Mary  Jane,  hom  October  11, 
184G;  George  Kirhy,  Jr.,  born  September  37, 
184!). 

(icorge  Kirby  was  a  splendid  specimen  of 
that  grand  class  of  men,  sturdy,  honest  and 
enterprising,  who  bj'  their  honesty,  intelligence, 
devotion  and  industry  made  possible  the  rich 
inheritance  that  their  posterity  enjoy  today. 
I  fear  tliat  we  can  not  properly  appreciate  the 
work  of  the  men  and  women  who  carved  out 
this  rich  legacy  for  us.  Xo  nobler  band  of  men 
and  women  ever  lived  in  any  land  than  those 
who  opened  up  this  country  and  started  it 
on  the  way  to  success.  George  Kirhy  was  a 
man  of  sterling  integrity  and  unwavering  hon- 
esty, ever  ready  to  lend  his  aid  in  any  good 
and  righteous  cause.  He  was  not  a  member 
(if  any  eluireh,  but  he  respected  good  men,  rev- 
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eri'ncrd  (Jod,  and  hia  iiiflueiit-c  was  always  on 
the  sidi.'  of  riglit  liviug  and  morel  rwititude. 
.Mr.  Kirbv  livud  within  two  niiies  of  his  life- 
loiifi  friend,  S.  1),  Masters,  for  over  fifty-three 
roars.  There  was  only  twenty-three  days  dif- 
fereiiec  in  the  date  of  their  birth,  and  only 
twenty-tlin'e  dayp  difTerence  in  the  death,  llr. 
Kirliy  was  one  of  the  prominent  factors  in 
tlie  develtijinient  of  tills  part  of  [llinois.  Xo 
man  was  ever  turned  hungry  from  his  door, 
and  every  good  and  l>enevo]eiit  onlerprii-e  found 
in  liim  an  anient  and  lih.Tal  suiip<irter. 

He  left  one  sister  still  living  at  the  advanced 
Hge  of  ninety-six  veal's,  Mrs.  I.iu-inda  Watkins. 
Another  sister.  Mrs.  Matildii  Watkins.  is  still 
livinj;  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine  yeai-s.  These 
sisters  are  the  eldest  and  yonngest  of  their 
fiiniily.  Mr.  Klrhy  died  at  ahont  ninety-two 
years  of  age.  At  the  graves  of  these  grand 
])iiiniH'rs  we  stand  with  uneovered  heads,  with 
gnititnde  eontein|daIe  Ihe  nioniiinent  they  erect- 
ed to  themselves  in  thi-  develo|)nieut  of  this 
fair  land,  in  which  we  see  on  every  hand  the 
iinpnss  of  their  genins,  intelligence,  industry 
and  love. 


•KUIX  E.  BKASFIELI). 

■lolin  K.  Krastield,  who  throng!„»ut  his  entire 
life  has  followed  farming  and  stock-raising, 
was  horn  in  Menard  county.  March  10,  1879. 
His  father.  Thomas  U.  Braslield,  was  a  native 
of  Madison  county,  Kentucky,  iMirn  on  the  4th 
of  Dceemher.  1«2!).  During  his  boyhood  days 
ho  remained  at  home  and  through  the  winter 
months  attended  school,  while  in  the  snmmer 
scascms  fu'  assistwl  in  the  work  of  the  fields. 
.\fter  leaving  school  he  engaged  in  farming 
with  his  father  until  tweuty-five  years  of  age. 
He  had  acconijianietl  his  parents  to  Hlinois  in 
liS;!l.  the  family  home  Iwing  established  near 
Athens  in  Menard  county  and  he  continued 
nnder  the  parental  roof  until  1854.  His  father 
had  purchased  land  patents  whereby  he  secured 
three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  and 
upon  a  part  of  this  land  Thomas  H.  Brasfield 
began  farming  and  stock-raising  for  himself, 
devoting  the  greater  part  of  his  attention,  how- 
ever, to  the  latter  pursuit.    He  generally  fed  a 


carload  of  cattle  each  winter,  aiso  many  hogs, 
and  likewise  raised  horses  enough  to  do  his  own 
farm  work.  He  built  a  eonifortubie  and  eora- 
modioiis  home  after  burning  the  tail  prairie 
grass  froiTi  a  patch  of  land  sufficient  to  enable 
Inni  to  have  a  clear  sjiaee  on  which  to  pile 
his  lumber.  That  pioneer  home  is  still  stand- 
iiig  and  is  one  of  the  landmarks  in  the  ncigh- 
liorhood.  It  is  surrounded  with  line  maple, 
ash  and  elm  trees  that  weie  pbuited  by  Mr.  Bras- 
iiild,  and  he  also  set  out  a  calalpa  grove  and 
a  black  walnut  grove.  He  ina<le  his  farm  one 
of  the  finest  developed  and  im|»roved  places  of 
his  locality  and  successfully  carried  on  general 
agricultural  pursuits  for  many  years.  He  acted 
an  a  scliool  trustee  for  twenty  years  and  wn;;  a 
school  din'ctor  at  the  tinu'  of  liis  death.  Pul^ 
lie  interests  that  had  for  their  object  the  wel- 
fare aiid  progress  of  his  coinniunily  ni-eived  hi? 
earnest  endorsement  and  lu^arly  co-operation 
and  he  was  known  as  one  of  the  piomiuent  and 
intliiential  residents  of  Menard  county.  Ue 
married  Miss  Cynthia  Jl.  Camp,  who  was  bom 
in  Fulton  county.  Illinois,  Man-h  3,  181S.  The 
marriage  was  celebrated  ScjitemlKT  !!>,  ISIil. 
and  after  traveling  life's  journey  together  for 
about  twenty-fonr  years  Thomas  Brasfield  was 
called  to  his  final  rest  on  the  Slat  of  Decenil>er, 
lyoO.  His  widow  is  still  living  and  makes  her 
home  in  Eureka,  Illinois.  Tliey  were  the  par- 
ents of  four  children :  John  E.,  of  this  review ; 
Henry  }{..  who  died  in  Imyhood;  Laura  C, 
who  is  now  living  in  Eureka,  Illinois,  with  her 
mother;  and  Bryaut  I..,  also  with  his  inotliiT, 
John  E.  Brasfield  acquired  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  and  afterward  sup- 
plemented his  preliminary  knowledge  by  study 
in  the  Springfield  Business  College.  He  worked 
with  his  father  upon  the  old  home  farm  until 
the  latter's  death  and  then  took  charge  of  the 
]iropcrty,  which  he  managed  for  three  years, 
i'.t  the  end  of  which  time  he  iK'gan  farming  on 
his  own  account.  He  has  also  carried  on  stock- 
raising  and  he  has  now  several  head  of  regis- 
tered eattle.  He  also  raises  high  grade  horses 
and  by  improving  his  stock  and  thereby  ad- 
vancing prices  he  has  added  to  the  prosperity  of 
the  entire  community.  Ho  operates  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres  of  land,  most  of  which  is 
used  for  pasturage  purposes,  and  in  addition  to 
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this  Iw  owns  oic  Imndred  and  fifty  acres,  which 
he  nnU. 

On  the  2d  of  September,  19U3,  Mr.  Brasfield 
was  married  to  >Iifis  Aurelia  Davis,  a  daughter 
of  Georgi'  F.  and  Lizzie  D.  (Layman)  Davis. 
Her  father  was  liorn  in  Sangamon  county,  Ill- 
inois, August  31,  1848,  and  the  mother  iu 
Botetourt  county,  Virginia,  Oetober  19,  1855. 
Tlioy  now  reside  near  Auburn,  in  Sangamon 
county,  IllimiLri.  During  bis  boyhood  he  lived 
at  home  and  worked  with  his  father,  aiding  in 
the  labors  of  the  fields  al!  through  the  summer 
months,  while  in  the  winter  seasons  he  acquired 
liis  e<hieation  in  the  public  schools.  He  has  al- 
ways carried  on  farming  and  stock-raising  since 
attaining  adult  age  and  is  an  enterprising  and 
progressive  farmer  of  his  community.  He  Ik'- 
longs  to  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and 
hoth  he  and  liis  wife  hold  mendiership  in  the 
Court  of  Honor.  He  was  married  Oetober  13, 
1881,  to  Miss  Lizzie  D.  Layman,  and  they  be- 
came the  parents  of  three  children :  Mrs.  Bras- 
field,  who  was  horn  November  3,  1882,  in  Au- 
burn township,  Sangamon  county,  Illinois; 
Hugh,  who  was  born  March  Y,  1887,  and  died 
January  23,  1904;  and  Gerald,  Iwrn  Septemltfr 
11,  1898.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brasfield  hold 
membership  in  the  Christian  church  and  he 
gives  his  political  support  to  the  Republican 
party.  He  is  a  voung  man,  possessing  the  en- 
terprising spirit  which  has  dominated  the  west 
and  been  an  important  factor  in  its  substantial 
upbuilding.  He  has  already  achieved  credit- 
able prosperity,  which  will  doubtless  increase 
for  him  as  the  years  go  by. 


SAMUEL  LOWNSBERY. 
Samuel  I^ownsbery  is  a  representative  pio- 
neer settler  of  Menard  county  and  has  taken 
an  interested  and  helpful  part  in  the  upbuild- 
ing of  this  portion  of  the  state.  He  was  born 
in  Chemung  county,  New  York,  March  1,  1835, 
his  parents  being  Jonathan  and  Mary  (Janes) 
Lownstiery,  The  father  was  a  native  of  the 
Empire  state  and  the  mother  was  horn  in 
Pennsylvania,  but  their  marriage  was  cele- 
brated in  New  York.  It  was  in  the  year  1832 
that  Jonathan  I^wnsbery  brought  his  family 


to  lilinoit^,  establishing,  his  home  in  Cass 
county,  vrhvjv  he  lived  for  si.v  months  and 
then  removed  to  the  pn-sent  site  of  the  village 
of  Oakford.  He  entered  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land  from  the  goverimient  and 
at  once  began  iireaking  the  wild  prairie,  for 
not  a  furrow  had  been  turned  or  an  improve- 
ment made  upon  his  place.  He  built  a  log 
cabin  and  in  true  pioneer  style  the  family  be- 
gan life  there,  but  in  later  years  when  his  labor 
had  brought  him  some  capital  he  i>uilt  a 
modem  farm  residence.  Some  of  his  children, 
however,  were  born  in  the  little  frontier  home. 
To  his  original  purchase  he  first  added  a  tract 
of  eighty  acres  and  suhse(iuent!y  lie  bought 
sixty  acres  of  tindrer  land  on  the  river  bottom. 
As  the  years  passed  lie  jdaeed  his  farm  under 
a  very  high  state  of  cultivation  and  also  added 
many  modern  improvements.  At  length  he 
was  enabled  to  replace  his  second  house  with 
a  brick  residence  and  thus  he  carried  forward 
the  work  of  progri-ss  in  keeping  with  modern 
ideas  of  agriculture.  He  split  rails  and  fenced 
his  farm  in  the  early  days  and  he  used  primi- 
tive machinery  in  cultivating  the  soil  and  harv- 
esting the  cro[)S,  but  as  time  passed  the  crude 
farm  implements  were  replaced  by  those  which 
more  modern  inventive  genius  had  given  to 
the  world.  There  were  very  few  people  living 
here  at  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  the  I^wn"- 
l)ery  family,  the  homes  being  widely  scattered 
over  the  prairies.  Game  of  various  kinds,  in- 
cluding deer,  was  plentiful.  Many  turkeys  and 
ducks  were  shot  by  the  early  settlers  and  there 
were  also  wolves  in  this  part  of  the  state. 
James  Watkins,  an  uncle  of  our  subject,  owned 
a  mill  on  Clary's  Creek,  in  which  he  ground 
corn  and  later  James  Robinson  built  a  more 
extensive  mill,  in  which  hoth  corn  and  wheat 
were  ground,  Samuel  Lownsbery  has  turned 
the  crank  for  bolting  flour  in  this  mill  many 
a  time  and  he  also  assisted  his  father  in  the 
general  work  of  farming  and  stock-raising, 
Jonathan  Lownsbery  carrying  on  agricultural 
pursuits  until  about  twenty  years  prior  to  his 
death,  when  he  turned  his  farm,  comprising  two 
hundred  and  twenty  acres,  over  to  the  care  of  his 
sons  and  they  continued  in  the  business,  while 
he  spent  his  remaining  days  in  honorable  re- 
tirement from  further  labor.     He  continued  ta 
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reside,  however,  upon  the  old  homesteatl,  where 
he  passed  away  in  the  cijihty-seeoiid  jTar  of 
his  age.  His  wife  also  died  in  Jlenard  county. 
Both  were  consistent  and  faithful  nionibers  of 
the  Jletliodiwt  Episcopal  church  and  were  niiui- 
hered  among  the  wortliy  ])ionfer  people.  Mr. 
Lowiisliery  served  as  a  nieinber  of  the  school 
(ward  for  jnany  years  and  his  co-operation  was 
given  to  all  work  or  concerted  actions  that 
he  Ijelievcd  would  prove  of  value  for  the  suli- 
stantial  improvement  of  his  adopted  comity. 
I'lito  him  and  his  wife  were  l)oru  twelve  chil- 
dren, hut  only  four  arc  now  living:  Margaret, 
who  is  the  widow  of  Jx-auder  Brown,  and  is 
now  living  near  Oakford  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
four  years:  Sanmel,  of  this  reviow;  JInurice, 
who  married  Mrs.  .Sophia  Atterberry  and  is  now 
living  in  Slenard  county,  where  Iwth  were  Inirn ; 
aud  Lettie,  who  is  the  wife  of  Elias  Kirl>y. 
They,  too,  are  natives  of  Menard  county  and 
still  reside  within  its  borders. 

Samuel  J-oivnsbery  was  a  youth  of  only  sev- 
en years  wlieii  brought  l)y  his  parents  to  Me- 
nard eonnty  and  upon  the  old  family  home- 
stead he  was  reared,  assisting  liis  father  in 
the  farm  work  until  twenty-four  yeai-s  of  age. 
Re  pcrfornu'd  the  various  duties  incident  to 
tiie  cultivation  and  development  of  the  fann 
and  to  the  care  of  the  family.  He  hauled 
the  grist  to  the  mil!  on  sleds,  for  there  were 
few  wagons  at  that  time.  Frequently  he  would 
carry  the  grain  to  Mounts  mill  on  Crane  creek 
and  in  ISM  when  eleven  years  of  age  be  went 
to  Aui-ora  upon  a  sled  drawn  by  four  yoke  of 
oxen,  driving  across  the  country  for  a  dis- 
tance of  one  hundred  and  sixty  miles.  He 
then  spent  the  summer  in  driving  ox  teams  and 
bretikiug  prairies  and  he  received  in  payment 
for  his  lalfor  a  cook  stove,  which  was  made 
at  the  foundry  in  Aurora  and  for  which  his 
brother-in-law,  Mr.  McDoel,  paid  him  forty 
dollars.  Mr.  Lownsbery's  father  went  to  Auro- 
ra for  him  with  a  two  horse  wagon  and  on 
the  return  trip  carried  the  stove.  It  was  the 
first  one  brought  into  the  neighborhood.  After 
his  marriage  in  l.S4i)  Mr.  I^iOwnsbery  built  a 
log  cabin,  of  which  he  took  possession  in  1S50, 
making  it  his  home  for  about  ten  years.  He 
then  moved  into  a  frame  house  and  in  1874 
be  built  a   fine  home,  which  he  yet  occupies. 


lie  iHisscs,-:ed  the  firsi  sewing  machine  which 
was  brought  intii  the  neighimrhood  and  al-i 
the  lirst  eoal-oit  lamp.  He  witnessed  llif  in- 
troduction of  many  devices  that  are  now  t-un- 
sidered  necessities,  but  which  the  pioneer  sei- 
tlers  were  accustomed  to  do  without.  He  has 
seen  great  changes  in  farming  methods,  owing 
to  the  improved  machincrj-  which  has  been  put 
upon  tlie  market  and  at  all  times  he  kejit  touch 
with  the  advance  that  was  made,  for  he  jMi-- 
sesses  a  practical  and  progressive  sjiirit  .ind 
was  ready  to  adopt  anything  thai  would  facili- 
tate his  farm  work  aud  noider  his  laiwrs  more 
effective  in  his  attempt  to  gain  a  eomfortiible 
competence. 

Mr.  I.ownsliery  lias  been  niarri(Kl  three  tinM— . 
He  first  wedded  Susan  Overstroet  and  they  !■■- 
came  the  parents  of  six  children,  but  four 
died  in  infancy.  One  daughter.  Ellen.  i«- 
came  the  wife  of  Hamilton  I.utcs  and  die.l 
when  about  forty  years  of  age.  For  his  M-cmid 
wife  Mr.  Lownsbery  chose  Miss  Margaret  Over- 
street,  a  sister  of  his  first  wife,  and  they  h,-~ 
came  the  jmrents  of  three  children,  but  only 
one  is  now  living;  William  A.,  who  has  Uvn 
married  twice  and  now  resides  with  his  father, 
operating  the  old  homestead  farm.  For  hi-; 
third  wife  Samuel  Lownsbery  chose  Klizabeth 
Holland,  who  died  twenty-five  years  ago. 

Mr.  LownsU'ry.  although  in  his  eighiielli 
year,  has  enjoyed  excellent  health  and  has  re- 
tained bis  mental  and  physical  faculties  large- 
ly unimpaired.  Nature  is  kind  to  those  who 
oppose  not  her  laws,  and  Mr.  Lownsberv'  has  " 
lead  an  upright,  honorable  life,  taking  care  of 
his  health  and  making  the  best  use  possible 
of  bis  talents  and  opportunities.  Through  care- 
ful management  and  unfaltering  ])crseverance 
he  has  ac<iuircd  a  comfortable  competence  that 
now  enables  him  to  live  retired.  For  forty- 
five  years  he  has  been  a  consistent,  faithful  and 
helpful  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  and  he  has  led  a  strictly  temperate  life, 
never  using  intoxicants.  In  |)olitics  he  has 
lioen  a  stalwart  Republican  and  he  has  helped 
to  elect  nine  presidents.  Born  ere  the  first 
quarter  of  the  nineteenth  century  had  drawn 
to  a  close,  he  has  been  connected  with  the  era 
of  wonderful  progress  and  improvement  in 
America,   has   seen    the  building  of   railroads 
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thnmyliout  the  countrv,  tlie  establishujeiit  of 
telegraph  and  tclepiioue  lines,  the  introduction 
of  many  wonderful  inventions,  which  have  rev- 
olutionized trade  and  coiiimerce  as  well  as  all 
lines  of  industrial  activity  and  at  all  times 
he  has  felt  a  just  and  commendable  pride  in 
what  has  been  accomplislied.  His  labors  have 
Ixen  concentrated  u|M)n  his  farm  work  in  lle- 
nnrd  county  and  upon  lirs  duties  of  citizensliip 
und  though  he  has  led  a  (juiet  and  unassuming 
life  it  is  one  which  is  well  worthy  of  emula- 
tion because  of  his  fidelity  to  honorable  prin- 
ciples. 


WILLIAM  J.  BLAIX. 

in  taking  up  the  personal  history  of  William 
.1.  Blain  we  j)r('sent  to  our  readers  tlie  life 
ncord  of  one  who  is  well  known  in  Menard 
c-diiiity,  where  the  greater  part  of  his  life  has 
been  passed,  his  attention  being  given  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  He  has  lived  in  this  county 
fur  almost  a  half  ccnturj'  and  is  therefore 
largely  familiar  with  its  history  as  it  has 
cuierged  from  pioneer  conditions  to  take  its 
]i!nce  with  the  leading  counties  of  this  great 
commonwealth.  He  was  Iwrn  in  Montreal, 
Canada,  on  the  3d  of  Decenil>er,  1857,  and  is 
of  Irish  lineage.  His  father,  William  Blain, 
was  Iwrn  at  Warren  Point,  Ireland,  on  the 
3d  of  July.  IS-i!).  and  aflor  his  emigration  to 
the  new  world  he  was  married  in  Canada  to 
.Vnn  McCruddcn,  also  a  native  of  the  Emerald 
Isle.  Removing  to  Illinois  after  the  birth  of 
their  son  William  they  established  their  lionu' 
in  ^lenard  county,  where  the  father  enecess- 
fidly  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits  through- 
out his  remaining  days. 

In  his  youth  William  J.  Blain  was  trained 
ti>  farm  work,  assisting  in  the  labors  of  the 
fields  as  soon  as  old  enough  to  reach  the  plow 
handles.  He  has  seen  great  changes  in  the 
methods  of  farming,  tlie  old  crude  implements 
of  former  days  being  replaced  by  splendidly  im- 
proviil  machinery  and  ujioti  his  home  jihu'c 
are  seen  many  evidences  of  this  [irogress.  He 
attended  the  public  schools  and  when  not  en- 
gaged with  the  duties  of  the  schoolroom  as- 
sisted in  the  work  of  the  farm.     He  continued 


farming  in  partnership  with  his  father  and 
brother  George  R.  until  the  death  of  his  father. 
He  built  a  new  residence  for  himself  in  1901 
and  ho  and  his  family  therefore  have  a  mod- 
ern and  attractive  home.  He  operates  one 
hundred  and  ninety-seven  acres  of  rich  land  in 
Menard  county,  which  because  of  its  produc- 
tiveness and  the  care  and  labor  he  In-stows 
upon  it  annually  returns  to  him  good  harvests. 
He  also  has  one  hundred  and  st.xty  acres  in 
Arkansas.  Diligence  and  enterprise  have  al- 
ways been  numbered  among  his  salient  diar- 
aeteristics  and  have  l>een  strong  factors  in  his 
success. 

As  a  companion  and  helpmate  for  life's  jour- 
ney Mr.  Blain  eiiose  Miss  Anna  Belle  McCrud- 
den,  and  their  marriage  was  ei-lelirated  January 
ir,  18!)4.  The  lady  is  a  daughter  of  Roliert 
and  Sarah  (Renney)  McCruddcn,  the  former 
a  native  of  Ireland  and  tiie  latter  of  Canada. 
In  early  manhood  her  fatiier  crossed  the  At- 
lantic to  the  new  world  and  in  Canada  he  fol- 
lowed the  trade  of  shoeniaking,  which  he  had 
learned  in  his  native  country.  He  has  made 
that  pursuit  his  business  throughout  his  en- 
tiro  life  together  with  the  sale  of  shoes,  and 
he  has  had  close  and  intimate  knowledge  of 
the  slioe  trade,  so  that  he  has  been  enabled 
Ijy  his  well  directed  effort  to  conduct  a  suc- 
cessful business.  He  now  makes  his  home 
with  one  of  his  sons,  his  wife  having  departed 
this  life  in  1879.  In  their  family  were  six 
children:  Samuel  J.,  who  is  now  living  in 
-Montreal;  Matilda,  who  became  tlie  wife  of 
William  Bell  and  died  June  21.  J901;  Robert 
.L,  a  resident  of  Canada;  William,  who  died 
ill  infancy;  Jlrs.  Blain;  and  Georgia  M.,  who 
n'sides  in  Canada  and  is  caring  for  the  chil- 
dren of  her  deceased  sister. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blain  has  been  bom  a 
daughter,  Estella  G.,  whose  birth  occurred 
May  24,  1895.  They  have  an  attractive  and 
pleasant  home,  where  the  spirit  of  hospitality 
reigns  supreme  and  to  them  is  extended  a 
iiearty  welcome  in  many  of  the  best  homes  of 
this  part  of  the  county.  Both  ^Ir,  and  ifrs. 
Blain  attend  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
cinirch  and  he  gives  his  political  allegiance  to 
the  Republican  party.  Ho  is  now  serving  as 
a  school  director  and  has  boon  a  member  of 
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the  board  for  tlie  past  nine  years,  acting  as 
its  clerk  tliroughout  the  entire  period.  He  is 
interested  in  all  that  pertains  to  general  prog- 
ress and  improvement  here  and  takes  a  spe- 
cial pride  in  what  has  been  accomplished  in 
Menard  county,  where  almost  his  entire  life 
has  been  passed  and  where  he  has  so  directed 
his  efforts  as  to  win  success  and  at  the  same 
time  gain  the  confidence  and  good  will  of  all 
with  whom  he  has  been  associated. 


ZAREL  C.  SPEARS. 


Zarel  C.  Spears,  now  deceased,  wa.s  well 
known  as  a  representative  of  agricultural  in- 
terests in  tJiis  county.  His  birth  occurred  in 
Green  county,  Kentucky,  June  12,  1818,  the 
family  home  t)eing  in  the  vicinity  of  Oreens- 
bnrg.  His  parents  were  John  and  Rebecca 
(Conover)  Spears.  His  ancestors  came  from 
Germany  to  the  now  world.  There  wore  thri''" 
orplian  boys  of  the  name  who  cros.-^d  the  At- 
lantic from  the  fatherland  to  the  United  States, 
one  settling  in  Virginia  and  one  in  Siiuth  Caro- 
lina. It  is  from  the  Virginia  branch  of  the 
family  that  Zarel  C.  Spears  was  descended. 
He  remained  a  resident  of  his  native  state 
\mtil  about  1827  or  1828,  when  he  came  with 
his  mother  and  her  five  children  to  Illinois, 
the  father  having  previously  died  in  Kentucky, 
.Tune  5,  1823.  The  family  liome  was  estab- 
lisjied  in  Menard  county  at  Clary's  Grove, 
where  Mrs.  Spears  purchased  land  and  reared 
her  family  upon  a  farm.  She  was  a  worthv 
pionwr  woman,  devoted  to  the  welfare  of  her 
children  and  her  meinorj'  is  yet  revered  by 
tho.«e  whok-new  her.  She  died  June  10,  18G8, 
at  the  adi'anccd  age  of  seventy-nine  years  and 
her  remains  were  interred  in  Greenwood  ceme- 
tery. She  was  very  positive  in  her  convictions, 
a  woman  of  strong  force  of  character  and  yet 
one  whose  sterling  traits  endeared  her  to  all. 

Zarel  C,  SiK^ars  was  reared  tn  the  occupa- 
tion of  farming  and  was  educated  in  the  coun- 
try schools.  He  hecame  the  owner  of  a  tract 
of  land  of  about  five  hundred  acres  and  for 
many  years  carried  on  general  agricidtnral 
pursnits  on  his  own  account,  placing  his  fields 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  so  that  they 


returned  to  him  good  harvests  and  he  tliii^ 
annually  gained  a  substantial  income.  In  hi- 
later  years,  however,  he  removed  to  the  town 
of  Tallula  and  spent  his  last  days  in  honoran"..' 
retirement  from  labor.  His  land  was  divid<''l 
among  his  children,  while  his  widow  still  liar' 
two  hundred  and  twenty-two  acres. 

On  the  13th  of  January,  1837,  ^fr.  Sijears 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  H.  Birrv 
and  they  lived  together  happily  as  man  an<I 
wife  for  fifty-seven  years.  Her  father.  Rev. 
John  51.  Berry,  was  one  of  the  early  Cumher- 
land  Presbyterian  ministers  of  central  Illinois 
and  organized  nearly  all  of  the  churches  of 
that  denomination  in  his  part  of  the  stute. 
He  arrived  in  Illinois  in  1822  from  Indiana 
and  previous  to  his  residence  in  the  Hoosier 
state  he  had  lived  in  Kentucki-.  He  contin- 
ued in  the  active  work  of  the  ministry  up  to 
the  time  of  his  demise,  which  occurred  when 
he  was  sixty-nine  years  of  age.  His  wife 
n'ached  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-nine  years. 
Their  influence  was  ever  a  power  for  good  in 
the  community  and  they  left  the  impress  of 
their  individuality  upon  the  umral  upbniM- 
ing  of  the  state.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Speara  lxM.'ame 
the  parents  of  eight  children:  Theodore  diwl 
at  the  age  of  thirteen  years.  Amanda  married 
Christopher  Smedley  and  lives  in  Pittshurjr, 
Kansas.  William  Ewing  married  Susan  Hos- 
tetter  and  resides  in  Franklin  county,  Kansa;:, 
with  their  family  of  five  children.  He  was  a 
soldier  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Fourteenth 
Regiment  of  Illinois  Vnluntwrs  and  for  a  tim-. 
was  incarcerated  in  Andersonville  prison. 
George  H.  hei-amc  a  member  of  Company  F. 
Twenty-eighth  Regiment  of  Illinois  Volun- 
teers and  was  never  heard  of  after  the  battle  of 
Jackson,  so  it  is  supposed  that  he  was  killed  in 
the  engagement.  Henn'  Clay  died  in  infancy. 
.\nna  E.  died  in  her  fourteenth  year.  Henry 
II.  married  Kitty  Harry  and  they  beeame  resi- 
dents of  California,  where  his  death  occurred 
in  April,  1!103.  leaving  his  widow  and  one  child. 
Charles  T.  married  Cordelia  Sharon  and  died 
in  .\.pril,  18f)fl.  His  widow  resides  in  Lincoln, 
Illinois,  and  has  three  children. 

The  ileath  of  Mr.  S'pears  occurred  January 
17,  1804,  when  he  had  reached  the  age  of  .sev- 
eiitv-five  vears  and  seven  months.    His  remains 
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vcn^  interred  in  Gret'uwood  cemetery  and  his 
death  was  deeply  deplored  by  many  friends. 
In  his  political  views  he  was  a  Whig  until  the 
dissolution  of  tlie  party,  when  lie  joined  tlie 
ranks  of  the  new  Kepubiican  party.  Throughout 
almoi^t  his  entire  life  he  had  followed  fanning 
in  .Menard  county  and  was  a  respected  man, 
loyal  in  citizenship  and  true  to  all  tJie  rela- 
tions and  duties  of  life.  His  widow  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  eJiurch, 
to  which  sJic  has  belonged  for  sixty-seven  years. 
For  twenty-nine  years  slie  resided  upon  the 
farm  and  she  now  has  a  good  income  from  the 
rental  of  the  land,  while  she  lives  in  a  large, 
commodious  residence  in  Tallula.  She,  too, 
has  long  been  a  resident  of  llenard  county, 
esteemed  by  those  with  whom  site  has  been 
associatwl,  and  her  example  of  C'hristian 
fidelity  is  well  wortliv  of  emulation. 


HHXRY  C.  GRAHAM. 

'J'he  productiveness  of  Menard  county  as  a 
place  of  residence  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that 
many  of  the  native  sons  have  remained  within 
its  borders,  enjoying  the  advantages  and  privi- 
leges here  afforded.  To  this  class  belongs 
Henry  C.  Graham,  who  was  born  in  this  coun- 
ty May  8,  1833,  a  son  of  Peter  and  :Mnry  Ann 
(Alters)  Graham.  The  father  was  born  in 
Xew  York  city,  October  22,  1801,  and  there 
resided  until  twenty-three  years  of  age,  when 
he  went  to  Xew  Orleans.  He  spent  about  three 
years  in  tlie  Crescent  City,  working  at  the  car- 
penter's trade  and  also  upon  steamboats  plying 
on  the  Mississippi  river  between  Xew  Orleans 
and  St.  Louis.  In  1829  he  came  to  Illinois, 
locating  first  at  Jacksonville,  where  he  re- 
mained for  eighteen  months  and  in  1831  he 
established  his  home  in  Athens,  Menard  coun- 
ty, where  he  remained  continuously  until  his 
death,  covering  sixty-two  years — a  period  ex- 
ceeding the  average  life  of  the  majority  of 
mankind.  With  the  pioneer  development  and 
progress  of  the  county  he  was  actively  asso- 
ciated and  he  aided  in  laying  broad  and  deep 
the  foundation  for  its  present  progress.  In 
1832  he  was  united  in  marriage  at  Jacksonville 
to  Miss  Mary  Ann  .Akers.  and  they  became  the 


parents  of  eleven  children,  seven  of  whom  are 
yet  living,  as  follows:  Mrs.  Ursula  Hurt,  of 
Omaha,  Nebraska;  Mrs.  Harriet  Cautrall,  of 
llliopolis,  Illinois;  Henry  C;  Mrs.  Ellen  Can- 
trail  ;  Mrs.  Emma  Cantrall ;  Mrs.  Eliza 
Swingle;  and  E.  X.  Graham,  of  Athens.  The 
father  lived  to  see  his  youngest  child  reach 
the  period  of  middle  life  and  all  had  married 
and  had  families  growing  up  around  them. 
At  an  early  age  he  united  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  cliurch  and  always  lived  an  honor- 
able, upright,  Christian  life,  faithful  in  his 
devotions,  true  in  his  convictions,  manifesting 
a  Godly  spirit  by  his  conversation  and  his  daily 
conduct.  His  home  in  the  early  days  was  the 
reception  place  of  the  venerable  Peter  Cart- 
wright  and  other  pioneer  ministers  of  Illinois 
and  there  the  neighbors  gathered  to  hear  the 
preaching  of  the  word  in  its  simplicity  Here 
also  the  prayer  meetings  were  held  and  the  fam- 
ily altar  was  erected  and  maintained.  Jlr. 
Graham's  was  a  tndy  remarkable  life.  He  was 
born  in  the  year  that  Thomas  Jefferson  was 
elected  president  of  the  United  States  and  a 
year  prior  to  the  admission  of  Illinois  into  the 
Union.  He  was  eight  years  of  age  at  the  time 
that  the  first  steamboat,  called  Fulton's  folly, 
made  its  way  up  the  Hudson  river.  Ho  was 
old  enough  to  vote  the  year  prior  to  the  ope- 
ration of  the  first  railroad  train  in  America 
and  he  had  passed  the  period  of  middle  life 
when  telegraphy  was  brought  into  use.  He 
had  come  down  to  old  age  when  the  Atlantic 
coble  was  laid  and  he  arrived  in  Illinois  bo- 
fore  the  city  of  Chicago  was  incorporated. 
Illinois  presented  the  appearance  of  one  great 
prairie,  on  which  only  here  and  there  was  seen 
a  timber  tract  or  the  settlement  of  the  white 
man.  He  lived  to  see  the  stage  coach  sup- 
planted by  the  vestibuled  train  and  to  wit- 
ness the  remarkable  progress  that  has  been 
brought  about  in  this  age  of  wonderful  inven- 
tion. He  retained  hia  physical  and  mental 
faculties  to  a  remarkable  degree,  even  in  his 
last  years.  In  July,  1891,  his  aged  companion, 
with  whom  he  had  so  long  traveled  life's  jour- 
ney, was  called  from  his  aide  and  on  the  30th 
of  September  of  the  following  year  he  passed 
away  at  the  very  advanced  age  of  ninety  years, 
eleven  months  and  eight  davs. 
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Beared  under  the  parental  roof  amid  the  re- 
fining influences  of  a  good  homo,  Henry  C. 
Graham  spent  his  hoyhood  and  youth  with  his 
parents  and  worked  at  the  carpenter's  trade 
witli  his  fatlier  until  twenty-four  years  of  age. 
He  then  turned  his  attention  to  agricultural 
pursuits  on  his  own  account  and  has  since 
been  engaged  in  farming  an<i  stock-raising, 
making  a  spwialty  of  the  raising  of  hogs  and 
cattle.  In  liis  business  operations  he  is  asso- 
ciated at  the  present  writing  with  his  son 
Joseph  a.  and  they  have  live  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  as  fine  land  aa  can  ho  found  in  Menard 
county  and  there  is  no  richer  tract  in  all 
America  than  Is  to  be  seen  in  central  Illinois. 
The  farm  is  splendidly  improved,  tliere  being 
seventeen  miles  of  tiling  upon  it,  together  with 
substantial  buildings,  modern  maeliinery  and 
all  the  equipments  found  upon  the  model  farm 
of  the  twentietli  centuri-.  From  the  time  that 
he  started  out  in  life  on  his  own  account 
Mr.  Graham  has  met  with  prosperity  and  yet 
there  is  no  secret  about  his  success,  as  it  has 
been  won  through  persistent  labor,  carefully 
directed  by  sound  business  judgment. 

On  the  Gth  of  January,  1856,  occurred  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  Grahaui  and  Miss  Fanny  L. 
Cantrali,  a  daughter  of  I^'vi  and  Ann  (Patter- 
son) Cantrall.  Her  father  was  bom  in  Bote- 
tourt county,  Virginia,  October  1,  ITST,  and 
in  1789  was  taken  by  his  parents  to  Kentucky, 
the  family  home  being  establisSied  in  that  part 
of  Merecr  county  which  afterward  became  Bath 
county.  He  was  there  married  November  30, 
1809,  to  Miss  Fanny  England,  and  they  had 
one  child  horn  in  Kentucky.  In  1811  they  re- 
moved to  Madison  county,  Ohio,  where  five 
eliildren  were  added  to  the  household  and  sub- 
sequently they  took  up  their  abode  in  Madison 
county.  Illinois.  It  was  in  October,  1819,  that 
Mr.  Cantrall  reached  this  state  and  on  the  4th 
of  December  of  the  same  year  he  settled  upon 
a  tract  of  land  now  included  within  the  corpo- 
ration limits  of  the  city  of  Cantrall  and  reach- 
ing to  the  north  side  of  the  river  in  what  is 
now  Fancy  Creek  township.  He  began  build- 
ing his  cabin  on  the  8th  of  December,  and  soon 
had  his  family  installed  in  their  new  home. 
Seven  of  the  thirteen  children  l>om  to  ilr.  and 
Mrs.  Cantrall  are  natives  of  Sangamon  coun- 


ty and  in  that  county  the  wife  and  mother 
(iied  September  10,  1835.  Mr.  Cantrall  en- 
tered the  land  from  the  government  upon  which 
the  village  of  Cantrall  now  stands  and  for 
many  years  was  successfully  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  He  also  assisted  materially 
ill  the  de\elo|)meut  of  Sangamon  and  Slenard 
counties  and  in  the  conduct  of  his  business  af- 
fairs won  a  high  degree  of  success.  Prior  to 
his  death  he  became  an  extensive  landowner 
and  ere  his  demise  he  divided  his  property 
among  his  children.  He  ])as.'ied  away  Febru- 
ary 22,  1860,  while  his  second  wife,  who  b<)ro 
the  maiden  name  of  Ann  Patterson,  was  bom 
in  Kentucky,  September  30,  1803,  and  died 
September  2C,  1889.  She  was  one  of  the  char- 
ter members  of  the  North  Sangamon  Preshy- 
terian  church.  There  were  two  children  by  this 
marriage,  5Irs.  Graham  and  Josei)h  S.,  who  is 
married  and  resides  in  Springfield. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Graham  have  been  bom 
five  chililren,  three  daughters  and  two  sons. 
Mary  Annie,  bom  June  23.  1858,  was  married 
September  14.  1882,  to  William  E.  Johnson, 
M-hose  birth  occurred  January  (J,  185T.  Their 
children  are  Mildred,  born  August  10.  1883, 
Addie,  born  June  7,  JHti'i.  and  Minnie,  born 
August  26,  1887.  Mr.  Johnson  and  his  fam- 
ily resided  upon  a  farm  near  Athens.  William 
H.  Graham,  the  second  menil)er  of  the  family, 
was  bom  August  11,  1862,  and  was  married 
January  10,  1884,  to  Anna  L,  Clark,  who  died 
January  14,  1889,  leaving  one  child,  Edith 
I,.,  who  was  born  November  2,  1884,  and  was 
married  Sei)teniber  23,  1904.  to  A.  D.  Van 
Meter,  a  resident  of  Fancy  Creek  township, 
Sangamon  county.  Owen  C,  another  child 
of  this  union,  was  horn  June  12,  1888,  and 
died  in  October  of  that  year.  For  his  second 
wife  William  H.  Graham  chose  Phoebe  Hard- 
man,  their  marriage  being  eelebrate<l  May  9, 
1895,  and  their  children  are  W.  Harold,  born 
May  23,  1896;  Paul  H.,  born  May  9,  1898; 
and  Helen.  Mr.  Graham,  who  is  a  farmer  and 
stock-raiser,  resides  in  Chatham,  Illinois.  Ar- 
aminta  Graham,  born  October  13.  1868,  waa 
married  May  3,  1893,  to  Harry  Fulton,  who 
was  born  December  2,  1867,  and  is  a  resident 
farmer  of  Menard  county.  They  have  two  chil- 
dren:    Fannie  L.,  bom  August  13,  1895,  and 
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a  son  bora  in  1!)01.  Joseph  S.  Graham,  bom 
March  26,  1871,  married  Lillian  N.  Prinmi, 
Januar}'  (>,  Iti'Jo,  and  resides  upon  a  fami  near 
Athens.  Their  children  are  Henry-  P.,  bom 
Sovenil)er  25,  189G;  Arnold,  bom  in  April, 
1898 ;  and  Wayne,  bora  in  April,  1904.  Carrie 
Graham,  born  August  5,  1878,  was  married 
July  13,  18118,  to  Webster  H.  Van  Meter,  a 
fanner  and  stock-raiser  residing  near  Athens, 
and  tbey  have  two  children:  Joseph,  bom 
in  August,  1899 ;  and  Marguerite,  born  in  Aug- 
ust, 1902. 

Mr.  Graham  gives  a  stalwart  support  to  the 
Republican  party  and  has  firm  faith  in  its 
principles.  Both  ho  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  church  of  Athens  and  are 
people  of  the  highest  respectability,  enjoying 
the  warm  regard  of  many  friends.  Alt!iough 
now  more  than  se4cnty-one  years  of  age,  he  stiil 
remains  an  active  factor  in  business  affairs 
and  retains  a  keen  interest  in  everything  con- 
cerning his  county  and  her  welfare.  Such  a 
career  of  activity  shoidd  put  to  shame  many 
a  man  of  less  resolute  spirit  and  determina- 
tion wiio,  grown  tired  of  the  struggles  of  busi- 
ness life,  would  relegate  to  others  the  burdens' 
that  he  should  bear.  Mr.  Graham  has  ever 
been  energetic  and  diligent  in  his  work  and 
the  success  which  he  now  enjoys  is  certainly 
well  merited. 


JASPER  KEWTON  RUTLEDGE. 

Jasper  Newton  Rulledge  is  now  living  retired 
ii:  Petersburg,  hut  in  former  years  was  actively 
identified  with  agricultural  pursuits  and  hia 
enterprise  and  untiring  labor  brought  to  him 
the  capital  that  now  enables  him  to  enjoy  a 
well  earned  rest.  He  was  iiorn  in  l[enar<i 
county  about  four  miles  north  of  Petersburg 
on  the  SCth  of  March,  1837,  his  parents  being 
William  and  Susanna  (Cameron)  Rutledee. 
He  was  an  own  cousin  of  Ann  Rutledge.  who 
was  Abraham  Lincoln's  first  love.  His  parents 
were  natives  of  North  Carolina  and  were  mar- 
ried in  Kentucky,  whence  they  came  to  Me- 
nard county,  Illinois,  alwut  182(1.  Here  the 
father  secured  a  tract  of  land  and  engag<'d  in 
farming  for  many  years,  but  in  February,  l8r>R, 


sold  his  property  and  afterward  lived  retired 
until  his  death.  He  was  one  of  the  honored 
pioneer  settlers  of  this  section  of  the  state, 
having  journeyed  by  wagon  from  Kentucky  and 
token  up  his  abode  in  central  Illinois  when 
this  was  a  wild  and  unsettled  district.  He 
bore  his  full  share  in  the  work  of  reclaiming 
the  county  for  the  uses  of  civilization  and  in 
laying  the  foundation  for  its  present  prog- 
ress and  pros|>erity.  He  died  in  1S(J4  when 
about  seventy-four  years  of  age,  his  birth  hav- 
ing occurred  in  1790,  and  his  wife,  who  was 
iwarn  in  1792,  passed  away  in  1885  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  ninety-three  years. 

Jasix-r  X.  Rutledge,  reared  upon  the  old 
home  farm  in  Slenard  county,  acquired  his 
education  in  the  subscription  schools,  but  hia 
advantages  in  that  direction  were  somewhat 
meager,  owing  to  the  condition  of  the  school 
system  at  tJiat  time  and  also  because  his  serv- 
ices were  needed  upon  the  home  farm.  He 
was  the  thirteenth  child  and  the  youngest  in 
his  father's  family  and  he  assisted  in  the  work 
of  tiio  home  farm  until  185G.  During  the  two 
succeeding  years  he  was  engaged  in  teaming 
between  Springfield  and  Petersburg,  after  which 
he  returned  to  the  farm  and  has  since  made 
it  his  home.  For  many  years  his  time  and 
energies  were  devoted  untiringly  to  the  work 
of  plowing,  planting  and  harvesting.  He 
raised  good  crops,  kept  in  (ouch  with  the  ad- 
vanced methods  of  agriculture  and  carried  on 
his  work  along  progressive  lines  that  resulted 
in  bringing  to  him  a  handsome  competence. 
He  was  also  engaged  in  the  livery  business  for 
tlirei-  years,  but  in  recent  years  he  has  put 
aside  the  active  duties  of  a  business  career  and 
i?  now  enjoying  the  fruits  of  his  former  toil. 

On  the  19th  of  June,  185C,  Mr.  Rutledge 
was  unite<l  in  marriage  to  Miss  Martha  J. 
Clary,  a  daughter  of  Robert  and  Arrena  (El- 
more) Clary,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Illinois.  Her  father  was  prominent  and  in- 
fluential in  public  affairs  and  his  fellow  towns- 
men, recognizing  his  worth  and  ability,  called 
him  to  serve  in  the  position  of  sheriff  and 
countv  commissioner.  He  was  married  Sep- 
tcTnber  27,  18;!S,  to  Arrena  Elmore,  who  died 
Octol)er  15,  1841,  and  on  the  22d  of  June, 
1843,  he  wedded  Mary  Jane  Cox,  who  died 
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Xovember  5,  18T(i.  His  denth  occurred  Oc- 
tober 13,  1878. 

TJie  home  of  Mr.  and  Mr^;.  Rutledge  was 
blessed  with  live  children :  William  Robert, 
who  was  born  February  12,  1859,  and  died 
September  13,  18(i3;  Edward  Newton,  who 
was  bom  August  14,  1861,  and  died  February 
H-L,  18G3;  Mary  S.,  who  was  born  August  3, 
1863,  and  is  tJie  wife  of  Charles  L.  Terhune; 
Charles  Thomas,  who  was  bom  Septomlwr  2, 
1808,  and  died  November  2,  18C9;  and  Anna 
J.,  who  was  liom  November  22,  1871,  and  is 
llic  wife  of  Pearl  Thompson, 

The  j)arents  are  consistent  members  of  the 
Ciimberlnnd  Prcsliyterian  church  and  Mr.  Rut- 
li.'ilge  exercises  his  right  of  frnnchise  in  sup- 
port of  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Democ- 
racy. Upon  the  party  ticket  he  has  U'en  called 
to  public  office,  having  been  elected  county 
treasurer  in  DecemUT.  1886,  while  on  the  19tii 
of  November,  1898.  he  was  chosen  for  the  po- 
sition of  county  sheriff,  lie  discharged  his 
public  duties  with  the  same  promptness  and 
fidelity  that  characterized  liis  busini'ss  affairs 
and  his  private  interests.  Fraternally  he  is 
connected  with  the  Knighls  of  Pythias  lodge 
at  Petersburg  and  in  the  county  where  his 
entire  life  has  been  passed  ho  has  a  wide  and 
favorable  acquaintance,  winning  the  warm  re- 
gard of  many  by  reason  of  his  rclialiility  in 
all  life's  relations. 


MRS.  SARAH  F.  HITCHCOCK, 

Mrs.  Sarah  F.  Hitchcock  is  one  of  the  es- 
teemed residents  of  Athens,  where  she  has 
many  friends.  She  was  iKirn  in  this  place 
April  29.  IHU'.t.  her  parents  beinjz  John  W.  and 
ilary  (I,.ooniis)  Little.  Her  father  was  born 
in  Northampton.  Ma ssachti setts,  and  was  edu- 
cated for  the  Presbyterian  ministery  in  a  theo- 
logical seminary  of  that  state.  Her  mother's 
birth  occurred  in  Whately.  Massachusetts,  and 
she  was  educated  at  a  female  seminary  at  Am- 
her*l.  Massachusetts.  Mr.  Little  became  one 
of  the  pioneer  preaciiers  of  his  denomination 
in  the  middle  west.  He  made  his  way  to  Illi- 
nois by  team  and  steamboat  in  18:i~,  reaching 
Menard  county  after  a  journey  thai  covered  six 


weeks.  He  then  engaged  in  preaching  heie, 
having  a  fifty  mile  circuit  and  thougii  liis 
hilxtr  entailed  many  hardships  he  never  fal- 
tered in  his  work  of  carrying  the  gosjtel  mes- 
sage into  the  pioneer  homes.  More  than  once 
in  the  middle  of  winter  after  a  long  c-old  ride 
on  horseback  he  found  his  congregation  ^■'a- 
sistod  of  but  one  person.  He  died  June  3, 
1842,  and  his  memory  is  yet  enshrined  by  those 
who  knew  him,  white  his  example  has  borne 
fruit  in  many  upright  lives.  In  early  manhood 
he  had  married  Mary  Loomis,  a  daughter  of 
J.  C,  Loomis,  of  Massachusetts,  who  was  on  his 
way  to  the  I'nited  States  when  he  met  tlie  latly 
who  afterward  became  his  wife.  His  business 
was  that  of  a  carpenter  and  contractor.  The 
old  home  of  Mrs.  Hitch<s)ck's  great-grand- 
paivnts  is  now  occupied  by  her  uncle,  Calvin 
Loomis.  Mrs.  Little,  who  was  born  January 
9.  1814,  died  December  25,  1895,  in  Nebraska, 
liut  her  remains  were  brought  hack  to  Menard 
county,  for  intennent.  J.  \V.  Little,  a  brother 
of  Jfrs.  Hitchcock,  is  now  a  resident  farmer 
of  Madison,  Nebraska.  Her  uncle.  Thomas 
Little,  was  at  one  time  a  neighbor  of  .\braham 
Lincoln,  residing  on  South  Fifth  street  in 
Springfield,  Illinois. 

Mrs.  Hitchcock  was  reared  in  Athens  and 
jiursued  her  education  in  the  schools  of  this 
place  and  also  at  the  North  Sangamon  Acad- 
emy, and  one  year  at  a  seminary  in  Whately, 
Massachusetts.  After  leaving  that  institution 
she  engaged  in  teaching  school  in  Athens,  fol- 
lowing that  profession  al  a  lime  when  the 
primitive  schoolliouse  c-ontatned  only  slab  seats 
and  a  slab  desk  resting  on  jiegs  driven  into  the 
wall.  She  taught  for  two  years  in  Menard 
county.  For  many  years  she  kept  lioarders  and 
in  this  way  she  earned  the  money  that  enableil 
her  to  beconu-  the  possessor  of  considerable 
vahialile  real  estate.  She  is  now  the  owner  of 
two  acres  of  land  in  Athena,  on  which  are 
three  houses  which  she  rents  but  when  the  land 
came  into  her  possession  it  was  entirety  nnim- 
]>roved. 

Mrs.  Hitchcock  has  been  twice  married.  On 
the  21st  of  July,  185~,  she  gave  her  hand  in 
marriage  to  Thomas  0.  Orr,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  seven  children:  Mary  E.,  who 
wfis  born  Julv  1(1,  1858.  and  died  in  Deeeniltcr, 
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1901 ;  John  T.,  a  resident  farmer  of  Oklahoma ; 
Cordelia,  who  was  born  August  5,  18(>a,  and 
was  success  fully  engaged  in  teaching  iii  Me- 
nard county  at  the  time  of  her  death,  Soptem- 
her  r,  IHKl;  Albert  A.,  who  was  liorn  October 
16,  ]8(j4,  and  is  now  a  minister  of  the  Presby- 
terian church  nt  Salida,  Colorado;  Nellie  F., 
who  engajjed  in  teaching  in  the  public  schools 
of  Nebraska  for  eighteen  years  and  is  now  the 
wife  of  Benjamin  Clark,  a  fanner  of  David 
City,  tliat  state;  and  Charles  C.  and  Harry  E., 
both  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Orr  was 
again  married  July  1(1,  1888,  her  second  union 
being  with  Isaac  B.  Hitchcock. 

Mrs.  Hitchcock  is  a  member  of  the  Presby- 
terian church  and  has  led  a  consistent  Christ- 
ian life,  doing  good  to  all  and  exemplifying 
daily  her  religious  belief.  In  1888  she  went  to 
Salina,  Indiana  Territory,  where  she  taught  for 
two  years  in  the  orphans'  home  and  school,  a 
Methodist  institution,  then  under  the  suporin- 
tendency  of  Rev.  Thompson.  She  was  forced  to 
give  up  that  work  on  account  of  failing  health 
and  then  returned  to  Menard  county.  She  has 
shown  excellent  business  ability 'and  through 
her  capable  management  she  has  become  the 
possessor  of  valuai>le  and  desirable  proi>crty. 
She  has  in  her  possession  as  valued  heirlooms  a 
copy  of  the  constitution  of  the  state  of  Mass- 
achusetts and  also  of  the  United  States  which 
was  iniblished  in  1805. 


JAMES  E.  CULVER. 
James  E.  Culver,  interested  in  general  farm- 
ing, is  now  ojierating  three  hundred  and  forty 
acres  of  valuable  land  in  township  18.  He  was 
born  in  Menard  county,  July  15,  18(10.  hia 
parents  being  John  S.  and  Elizabeth  (Bras- 
(icld)  Culver.  Reared  under  the  parental  roof, 
at  the  usual  age  he  entered  the  public  schools 
and  at  a  later  date  he  attended  o  business  col- 
lege in  Jacksonville,  Illinois,  so  that  he  was 
well  equipped  by  mental  training  for  the  re- 
sponsible and  active  duties  that  come  in  a 
business  career.  In  the  periods  of  vacation 
he  assisted  in  the  work  of  the  home  farm  and 
throughout  his  entire  life  he  has  followed  the 
occupation   to  which  he  was  reared.     He  has 


placed  his  fields  under  a  high  state  of  culti- 
vation and  in  addition  to  the  production  ot 
the  cereals  best  adapted  to  soil  and  climate 
he  has  been  engaged  in  the  raising  and  feed- 
ing of  cattle  and  hogs.  He  now  has  forty  head 
of  cattle  and  about  one  hundred  head  of  hogs 
u])on  his  place  together  with  thirty  head  of 
good  horses.  Ho  is  now  farming  three  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres  of  as  fine  land  as  can 
be  found  in  Menard  county  and  his  home  is 
a  commodious  and  beautiful  residence  surround- 
c(\  by  splendid  shade  trees,  which  he  has  plant- 
ed. He  has  tiled  the  land  and,  in  fact,  lias 
made  all  of  the  modern  improvements  iipon 
it  and  now  has  an  excellent  property  in  keep- 
ing with  the  ideas  of  a  model  farm  of  the 
twentieth  century. 

On  the  14th  of  Fehruary,  1883,  Mr.  Culver 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  lona  Johnson, 
a  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Gaines) 
Johnson,  who  are  mentioned  at  length  on  an- 
other page  of  this  work,  her  father  being  one 
of  the  representative  agriculturists  of  Menard 
county.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Culver  have  been 
Iwrn  si.x  children,  two  sons  and  four  daughters, 
and  the  family  circle  yet  remains  unbroken 
by  the  hand  of  death,  the  children  being  yet 
under  the  parental  roof.  Their  names  and 
dates  of  birth  are  as  follows:  Harry  W.,  May 
3,  1884;  Mattio  A.,  May  10,  1887;  Edna  E., 
May  21,  1889;  Clara  E.,  September  24.  1893; 
Margaret  N..  October  3,  1896;  and  Florence 
I.,  December  5,  1899. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Culver  are  members  of 
the  Presbyterian  church  at  Indian  Point.  They 
take  an  active  and  helpful  interest  in  its  work, 
are  generous  contributors  to  its  support  and 
ar=  a  church  officer  Mr.  Culver  is  well  known. 
He  was  one  of  the  deacons  for  twelve  years 
and  at  the  present  time  is  serving  as  one  of  the 
church  elders.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Odd  Fellows  society  and  in  all  life's  relations 
he  has  faithfully  performed  each  duty  and  won 
the  respect  and  good  will  of  his  fellow  men. 
Id  |)olitics  he  is  a  stanch  Republican,  but  while 
unfaltering  in  his  allegiance  to  the  party  and 
its  jirinciples  he  has  never  sought  office  and 
though  asked  to  become  a  candidate  for  county 
conunissioner  he  declined.  He  prefers  to  con- 
centrate his  efforts  and  energies  on  his  busi- 
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ness  allairs  and  his  line  farm  is  to-ilay  a  moim- 
nient  to  his  well  directed  and  lionorable  labor. 


WILLIAM  BLAIN. 
William  Blain,  now  deceased,  was  for  niiuij' 
yt'ars  a  worthy  citizen  of  Menard  county.  He 
took  up  his  abode  licre  almost  a  half  eciitiiry 
ago  and  wliile  he  never  sought  jmhiic  prom- 
inciice  in  office  he  was  aiways  known  for  his 
ridiability  in  citiKcnsliij),  hiw  Iriistwoi-thiin'ss 
in  business  life  and  his  fidelily  in  frieTidslii|). 
He  was  born  at  Warren  Point,  Jrehind,  on  tlie 
;id  of  July,  1829,  and  in  early  life  went  to 
Canadii.  where  lie  remained  until  after  his  mar- 
riage. It  was  on  the  10th  of  ScptendHT.  IH-'iC. 
lh.it  he  was  joined  in  wedlock  to  Mis<  .\nn  Mc- 
Criidden.  who  was  also  a  native  of  (ndand,  iier 
birth  having  there  occurred  in  1820.  They 
iH'gan  their  domestic  life  in  Montreal.  Can- 
ada, where  tliey  continued  to  reside  until  about 
forty-live  or  fifty  years  ago,  wiicu  l>elieving 
that  hi'  jnijrht  have  better  inisiness  opportu- 
nities ill  the  United  States  with  its  livelier 
eoni[H'tition  and  therefore  ipiicker  returns  tot 
capable  labor,  Mr.  Blain  resolvi^d  to  come  to 
Illinois.  He  made  hi.-;  way  to  Menard  county 
and  never  had  occasion  to  regret  his  determina- 
tion to  establish  his  home  here  for  he  ]>ros- 
j)ero<]  in  his  undertaking  'in  this  part  of  the 
country.  Securing  a  tract  of  eiglity  acres  of 
land  he  at  once  began  its  cultivation  and  im- 
provement and  in  course  of  time  hts  harvests 
l>ri>ught  to  him  a  sutlicient  capital  to  enable 
him  to  make  other  purchases.  Thus  from  tijiie 
t"  liiiK'  lie  added  to  his  jiroperty  until  he 
became  the  owner  of  about  fonr  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  laud.  For  a  numWr  of  years 
he  ttiis  in  partnership  with  his  two  sons.'wil- 
liam  and  (:eorg<>,  and  this  business  relation  was 
continued  with  mutual  jileasure.  harmony  and 
prolil  until  the  death  of  the  father.  lie  be- 
came known  as  im(-  of  the  leading  and  enter- 
prising agrienltnrists  of  his  coiumunity  and 
thai  he  l.^.l  a  life  of  diligence  was  indicated 
by  the  fine  appearance  of  his  farm,  whicb  he 
placed  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  He 
also  engaged  in  stock-raising  and  had  upon 
his  place  high  grades  of  eatllc.  horses  and  bogs. 


L'nto  ilr,  and  Mrs.  Blain  were  born  four 
children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters:  Wil- 
liam .}.,  who  is  a  resident  farmer  of  Meimrd 
county  and  is  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  vol- 
ume; Annie,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty 
years;  (jeorge  li..  whose  sketch  is  also  given 
in  this  viork;  and  ilatilda  J.,  who  is  the  wife 
of  Frank  Denton,  of  Conway,  Iowa. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blain  atteudcd  the  Cumlierland 
Presbyterian  church  and  his  political  view? 
were  in  accord  with  the  iirineiples  of  the  Re- 
puiiliean  jiarty.  He  gave  earnest  co-operation 
to  all  movements  which  he  believed  would  con- 
triinite  to  the  general  welfare,  but  preferred 
to  do  his  duty  to  his  cininty  as  a  private 
citizen  rather  than  a  public  official.  He  dis- 
played in  his  life  many  excellent  traits  of  heart 
and  mind  and  his  good  ipialitii's  endeared  hlin 
to  those  with  whom  he  was  associated.  All 
who  knew  him  res]ieeted  him  and  the  circle 
of  bis  friends  was  extensive,  lie  was  called 
to  his  final  ri-st  ()eti>iier  19.  1903,  and  after 
the  funeral  services,  which  were  conducted  at 
his  home  by  tlie  Hev,  J.  V.  Rogers,  the  remain.-; 
were  taki'n  to  Kose  Hill  wmetery  at  Petersburg 
f.>r  interment.  His  wife  died  October  i;t.  ]i)tl3. 
and  was  then  laid  to  rest  by  his  side.  Tliey 
have  long  traveled  life's  journey  togelher. 
sharing  with  each  other  its  joys  and  sorrows, 
its  a<iversity  and  pros])erity.  Like  her  hus- 
band she  had  the  warm  regard  of  many  with 
whom  she  was  associated  and  in  their  death 
the  county  lost  two  of  its  representative  |»ioneer 
cillKcns. 


.lAMKS  F.  SPEEIt. 

dauies  P.  Spccr.  who  has  traveled  for  many 
miles  along  life's  journey,  but  is  still  actively 
engagcd  iu  farming  on  section  31!.  Tallula 
trjwushi|).  Menard  county,  was  bom  in  Cireen 
ciuinty,  Kentucky,  near  Campbcllsville,  June 
-^1,  1H27.  His  parents  were  Janios  and  Eliza- 
lielli  (draiit)  Sj)cer.  both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  Kentucky.  The  SjH'cr  family  is  of  Irish 
origin  and  the  paternal  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject emigraleil  from  the  Kmerald  Isle  to  the 
new  world,  establishing  his  home  in  Kentuck^y. 
where    he   conducted    a    plantation,    hut    never 
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OMQL'd  slaves.  The  maternal  grandfather  was 
of  Irish  and  Scotch  lineage.  Mcnilicrs  of  the 
Grant  family  were  slave  owners  of  Kentucky 
and  Eli  Orant,  an  uncle  of  Mr.  Speer,  once 
traded  a  horse  for  a  little  negro  hoy. 

During  his  early  j'outh  James  F.  H])ecr  was 
called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  both  of  his 
[lai'entri  and  he  was  afterward  hound  out  to  a 
farmer,  whom  he  was  to  serve  between  the  ages 
of  six  and  twenty-one  years  and  on  attaining 
his  majority  was  to  receive  a  horse.  He  had 
very  little  opportunity  for  attending  school, 
but  he  spent  one  month  as  a  student  at  Canip- 
bcllsville.  With  this  exception  his  education 
wail  ae<jiiired  entirely  in  one  of  the  old  time 
Idg  schoolhouses  common  at  that  day  in  his 
locality.  He  came  to  Illinois  on  liorseback  in 
iSifi,  traveling  alone  all  of  the  distance  save 
when  he  had  company  on  one  day's  journey. 
It  required  nine  days  for  him  to  reach  his 
(li-stination.  wliieh  wan  Menard  (■(uinty.  Hei-e 
he  settled  on  land  that  his  father  had  owned 
at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  had  one  brother, 
Samuel,  who  also  owned  an  interest  in  this 
farm,  but  sold  it  to  James  F.  Miieer.  Our  sub- 
ject now  owns  a  little  over  three  hundred 
acres  of  land,  upon  which  he  resides  and  his 
sons  also  live  on  this  place  and  |)erfomi  the 
active  work  of  the  farm.  He  formerly  had 
over  four  hundred  acres. 

On  the  14th  of  September,  1857,  occurred 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  Speer  and  Miss  Malissa 
Williamson,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Amer- 
ica (Brooks)  Williantson,  who  were  Kentucky 
people  who  settled  on  land  prior  to  the  arrival 
of  Mr.  Speer.  Eleven  children  were  bom  unto 
our  subject  and  his  wife,  of  whom  five  are 
living,  while  six  have  passed  away.  America 
E.,  who  was  born  November  27,  1858,  died 
January  4,  I860.  Lewis  C,  who  was  born 
May  5,  18(iO,  died  May  17.  1SG3.  Mary  M., 
who  was  born  Xi)V('ml)er  11.  imil.  uiarricd 
Romeo  Bracken,  making  his  home  in  Cass 
county,  Illinois,  near  Newmansville.  They 
had  one  child.  Pearl,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
one  year,  and  Mrs.  Bracken  now  resiidcs  with 
her  father.  Julia  I.,  born  September  28.  1863, 
died  January  12,  1864.  George  W..  bom  Oc- 
tober 18,  1864,  married  Xancy  Wilhite,  by 
whom  he  had  five  children,  all  living  and  they 


rcsitle  ujion  lii;^  father's  farm,  Malissa  H., 
Iwrn  June  3,  1867,  died  December  1,  1871. 
Jlargaret  J.,  born  May  15,  1869,  died  Novem- 
ber 25,  1871.  Serepta  I.,  born  June  22,  1872, 
is  the  wife  of  Price  Shafer  and  they  reside 
upon  one  of  her  father's  farms  in  Menard  coun- 
ty. They  had  four  children,  three  of  whom 
are  living.  James  ¥.,  born  February  4,  1874, 
married  Nellie  Stitch,  and  they  reside  upon 
his  father's  land.  Eftie  J.,  bom  August  6, 
1875,  died  on  tlie  '■JTtii  of  August,  of  the  same 
year.  Dora  M..  born  June  8,  1877,  is  at  home. 
The  wife  and  mother  died  Deeemlwr  3,  1884. 

Mr.  Speer  is  a  Democrat,  supporting  the 
party  since  casting  his  first  presidential  ballot 
for  Franklin  Pierce.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
were  members  of  the  Christian  church.  It  was 
his  desire  in  early  life  to  enter  militarv-  service 
in  the  Mexican  war,  but  he  had  been  bound 
out  and  liad  no  opportunity  of  going  to  the 
front.  His  grandfathers  and  one  of  his  great- 
grandfathers were  soldiers  of  the  Revolution- 
ary war  and  thus  the  hlood  of  a  patriotic  an- 
cestry flowed  in  his  veins.  T\'hen  he  came  to 
Illinois  he  ])iirehased  land  and  at  once  began 
the  development  of  a  farm,  for  not  a  furrow 
had  been  turned  or  an  improvement  made  upon 
Hie  place,  when  it  came  into  his  possession, 
save  that  a  log  cabin  had  been  built.  He  has 
worked  (wraistently  and  earnestly  in  reclaiming 
bin  land  for  the  purposes  of  civilization  and 
has  developed  an  exwllent  farm  property.  His 
life  has  been  in  harmony  with  his  religious  pro- 
fessions and  he  has  ever  commanded  the  re- 
spect and  good  will  of  those  with  whom  he 
has  bei'n  associated. 


CHARLES  L.  TERHUNE. 

Charles  Lemuel  Terhune,  a  native  son  of 
Menard  county,  was  born  near  Curtis,  on  the 
2d  of  February,  1861,  and  throughout  the  pe- 
riod of  his  manhood  has  been  identified  with 
agricultural  and  stock-raising  interests  in  this 
])ortion  of  the  state.  He  is  a  son  of  .Tames 
and  Ann  Elizabeth  (Harrison)  Terbune,  who 
wero  native?  of  Kentucky.  In  1853  the  father 
became  a  resident  of  Menard  county,  estab- 
lishing his   home  at   Petersburg,  but  after   a 
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brief  residence  there  he  took  up  his  abode  at 
ludian  Point  aud  subsequently  purchased  land 
near  Curtis,  It  was  upon  the  last  mentioned 
farm  that  Charles  L.  Terhune  was  born. 
Throughout  his  entire  life  the  father  carried 
on  agricultural  pursuits  and  dfvoted  his  en- 
ergies to  the  further  development  and  Jniprove- 
nient  of  his  farm  near  Curtis  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  June  15,  1887,  when  he  was 
fifty-sis  years  of  age.  His  wife  died  April  6, 
1885,  at  the  ago  of  fifty-tivo  years. 

In  the  Smoot  district  sehool  Cliarlc!*  L.  Ter- 
hune acquired  a  knowledge  of  the  common 
branches  of  English  learning  and  was  therefore 
qualified  for  the  discharge  of  life's  practical 
duties.  His  farm  training  received  under  his 
father's  direction  fitted  him  for  the  work  to 
which  he  has  given  his  energies  through  h'm 
entire  life  and  in  wliieh  he  is  now  meeting 
with  well  merited  prosperity.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-two  years  he  rented  a  fann  for  a  year 
and  then  became  a  land  owner,  making  pur- 
chase of  one  hundred  acres,  ufwn  which  he 
yet  resides.  Ho  has  erected  here  a  good  house 
and  Bnbstantial  barn  and,  in  fact,  all  of  the 
improvements  npon  the  place  stand  as  monu- 
ments to  his  thrift  and  enterprise.  In  his  work 
he  prospered  and  ae  his  financial  resources  in- 
creased he  added  to  his  property  until  he  now 
has  two  hundred  acres  of  well  improved  land 
In  connection  with  the  tilling  of  the  soil  ho 
ifi  engaged  in  the  breeding  of  fine  trotting 
horses,  having  the  Tin  Plato  and  Kennish 
breed  of  horses.  He  also  raises  white  face 
cattle  and  Berkshire  hogs  and  he  has  none  but 
high  grade  animals  npon  his  place. 

On  tile  Ifith  of  February,  188G,  Mr.  Ter- 
hune was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  S. 
Itutledge,  a  daughter  of  J.  N.  l!iitle<lge,  who 
is  mentioned  on  another  page  of  this  volume. 
Their  union  has  been  blessed  with  throe  chil- 
dren: ItolKTt  E.,  bom  February  12,  1887; 
Mabel  Anna,  born  Septomher  6,  18fl2 ;  and  Paul 
Rutlwlge,  bom  XovcuiIht  !>,  1897. 

Mr.  aud  Mrs.  Torhune  are  consistent  Chris- 
tian people,  the  former  holding  membership  in 
the  Presbyterian  church  and  the  latter  in  the 
ruml)erland  Presbyterian  church  and  their  in- 
fluence is  ever  on  the  side  of  right,  progress, 
reform  and  justice.     Mr.  Terhune  fraternally 


i-  connected  with  the  Court  of  Honor,  while 
his  political  allegiance  ia  given  to  the  Repub- 
lican party.  He  has  served  as  a  member  of 
the  school  board  for  six  years.  He  is  a  prac- 
tical business  man  and  brings  to  the  discharge 
of  his  official  duties  the  same  clement  of  strong 
common  sense  and  business-like  perception  that 
are  manifest  in  the  control  of  his  private  in- 
terests. 


WILLIAM  P.  HEXDERSON. 
William  P.  Henderson,  a  representative  agri- 
culturist living  in  I^llula  township,  was  born 
Scjitemher  27,  1833.  in  Morgan  county,  Illi- 
nois, near  the  city  of  Jacksonville.  His  parents, 
Aaron  and  Sarah  (Bowles)  Henderson,  were 
natives  of  West  Virginia,  where  they  B[>ent  the 
days  of  their  chihlhood  and  youth.  The  father 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  after  he  had 
attained  adult  age  he  and  his  brother  ran  a 
fiatboat  on  the  Ohio  river  to  New  Orleans.  In 
the  .summer  of  1830  .'Varon  Henderson  arrived 
in  Morgan  county,  Illinois.  This  section  of 
the  state  was  then  largely  wild  and  unimprovi-d. 
much  of  the  land  being  still  in  possession  of  the 
govomment,  and  Mr.  Henderson  entered  a 
claim  about  nine  miles  northwest  of  Jackson- 
ville. Tie  afterward  purchased  an  additional 
tract  of  forty  acres,  so  that  his  farm  comprisi'd 
two  hundred  and  ten  acres,  which  he  owned  up 
to  the  time  of  his  death  in  1844.  He  was  one 
of  the  valued  early  settlers  of  the  community,  ■ 
contributing  in  indefatigable  manner  to  the 
substantial  upbuilding  and  improvement  of  his 
section  of  the  state.  At  his  death  his  remains 
were  interred  in  Arcadia  cemetery  and  many 
friends  deeply  deplored  his  lass.  In  the  family 
were  seven  children,  two  sons  and  five  daugh- 
ters, William  P.  being  the  third  in  order  of 
birth.  Alary  Ann,  the  eldest,  became  the  wife 
of  John  Smith  and  they  went  to  California 
during  the  most  prosperous  epoch  in  the  history 
of  that  state.  They  lieeame  the  parents  of 
twelve  children,  and  three  of  their  sons  are 
now  hnhlin-.'  county  offiees,  one  being  county 
sheriff,  a  second  county  clerk,  while  the  third 
is  county  commissioner  of  Mendocino  county, 
Cnlifornia.     Roth  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  are  yet 
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living.  Eliza  Jane,  the  second  member  of  llie 
Henderson  family,  married  John  Bridgenian 
and  lived  on  Indian  creek,  in  Morgan  counti, 
near  Kernsville,  hut  botli  sJiu  and  her  h\ishainl 
are  now  deceased.  They  had  two  children,  of 
whom  one  is  living  and  is  now  county  commis- 
sioner of  Cass  county,  Virginia  Henderson, 
the  fourth  member  of  the  family,  is  the  wife  of 
Jaiiic-  Bridjjeiiian,  who  died  at  Memphis,  Ten- 
ncjisce,  while  scrvinif  his  country  as  a  corporal 
in  the  One  Hundred  and  First  YoluiiteiT  In- 
fantry during  the  Civil  war.  His  widow  yet 
resides  on  the  old  homestead  farm  in  Morgan 
county  and  she  has  three  children,  two  sons 
am]  a  dauglitet.  James  A,  Henderson  mar- 
ried and  made  his  liomc  in  Arenzvillc  in  Cass 
county.  His  widow  still  r(«idps  in  tliat  vil- 
lage. Lncinda  Henderson  hecanie  the  wife  of 
Andrew  Osmun  and  they  reside  upon  a  farm 
in  Cherokee  county,  Kansas.  TJiey  have  four 
children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters.  Emma 
Henderson  died  in  childhow]  and  the  mother 
pas-K-d  away  at  the  very  advance<l  age  of  ninety- 
three  years. 

William  P.  Henderson  isindehted  to  the  pnb- 
lie  school  system  of  Illinois  for  ilie  educational 
advantages  which  he  enjoyed.  He  has  always 
foHowed  farming  and  for  a  time  he  also  en- 
gaged in  carpentering,  knowing  enough  con- 
corning  the  builder's  art  to  erect  an  ordinary 
building.  He  made  the  claplmards  witJi  which 
he  covered  his  tirst  house  and  he  also  hnilt  a 
house  for  his  motlicr,  wliieh  he  covered  with 
sliiiif;]<'s  Ihiit  lie  made  by  liand.  He  first  began 
earning  his  own  living  by  working  hy  the 
month  as  a  farm  hand  in  the  home  neighbor- 
hood and  lie  afterward  farmeil  for  his  mother 
lip  to  the  time  when  he  was  twenty  years  of  ape, 
when  he  ri-ntcd  a  pari  of  Iut  land  and  con- 
tinued to  (bus  cugage  in  iigriciiltural  pursuits 
until  twenty-six  years  of  age.  At  that  time  he 
was  married  on  the  1st  of  September.  1859, 
the  bidy  of  his  choice  being  Jli.ss  Mary  Ann  Mc- 
Filliii.  a  native  of  Morgan  county,  Illinois,  and 
a  daughter  of  James  and  ilary  .\nn  (Haines) 
McFillin.  Her  father  was  bom,  reared  and 
married  in  Ireland,  and  on  coming  to  America 
in  1833  he  was  accompanied  by  his  first  wife 
and  two  sons,  Michael  and  Bernard.  He  set- 
tied   in  Pennsvlvania   but  after  the  death  of 


his  wife  remo\f<l  to  Morgan  county,  IllinoiB, 
where  lie  was  again  married,  his  second  union 
iM-ing  with  Miss  Mary  Ann  Haines,  by  whom 
he  had  two  children:  Mrs.  Henderson;  and  a 
son  who  died  in  infancy.  For  his  third  wife 
he  married  Mrs.  Mary  (Patten)  Henderson  and 
to  them  were  born  four  children.  He  was  a 
distiller  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
whiskey  in  Jacksonville.  He  died  at  the  age 
of  eighty-one  years. 

In  the  fail  of  18G7  Mr.  Henderson  and  his 
wife  removed  to  Menard  county,  whei-e  he  has 
sinc-c  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits  witli  good 
success,  being  classed  with  the  capable  business 
men  and  energetic  agriculturists  of  his  com- 
munity. He  has  one  hundred  and  titty-four 
acres  of  laiul  and  in  connection  with  the  culti- 
vation of  his  fields  be  has  always  raised  con- 
siderable stock,  making  a  specialty  of  cattle. 
He  now  has  sixty  head  of  cattle  upon  his  place, 
many  of  which  are  l>eing  ted  for  the  market. 
He  also  has  one  hundred  shoats.  His  farm 
is  kept  in  good  condition  and  his  stock-raising 
inlcresls  add  materially  to  his  annual  income. 

The  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henderson  was 
iilessed  with  seven  children:  Elizalieth  Ade- 
line, born  June  13,  I860,  married  James  Stiltz, 
and  thi'y  reside  in  Cass  county.  They  had 
seven  children  of  whom  one  is  deceased.  James 
A.,  born  in  Morgan  county,  Illinois,  March 
28,  18(iil,  is  now  living  in  Menard  c(uinty, 
where  he  follows  farming.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Knights  of  Pythias  fraternity.  He  mar- 
ried Lida  Hewitt,  and  they  have  three  children, 
two  sons  and  a  daughter,  Recia  Belle,  born 
September  18.  18(!3,  is  n()W  leaching  in  a  gov- 
ernment Indian  school  a  short  distance  from 
Fort  Defiance.  Arizona,  her  school,  however, 
being  across  the  iiorder  in  New  Mexico.  She 
was  ediUMted  after  attending  the  public  sclio..ls 
in  the  Jacksonville  Business  College  at  Jack- 
sonville, Illinois,  and  she  began  the  work  of 
teaching  in  October,  1003.  Ciuirles  W..  horn 
December  10,  IRCri.  was  a  student  in  Ihc  high 
school  at  Tullula  through  one  winter  and  is 
now  engaged  in  farming  on  Ins  own  account, 
making  his  home  with  his  parents.  He.  too, 
lielongs  to  he  Knights  of  Pythias  fraternity. 
Mary  E.,  liorn  .\pril  31,  18(m,  married  Reuben 
Hewitt,  now  deceased.     Mrs.  Hewitt  resides  in 
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Ashland,  Illinois,  wliere  she  is  engaged  in  dress- 
making. Laura  E.,  bom  December  12,  1871, 
is  the  wife  of  Litther  Xoddingham,  a  resident 
farmer  of  Sangamon  county,  living  near  Pleas- 
ant Plains.  They  had  five  children,  of  whom 
two  are  deeeased,  Emma  K,,  the  yonngest 
member  of  tlie  Henderson  family,  was  horn 
September  ];i.  187-3,  and  was  educated  in  the 
home  schools. 

Mr.  Henderson  exercises  his  right  of  fran- 
chise in  support  of  the  men  and  measures  of 
the  Democratic  party.  He  wa.f  road  commis- 
sioner, hns=  been  judge  of  eleetioiis  and  has  Ijeen 
a  school  director  for  fifteen  years.  The  duties 
of  all  thes<'  positions  he  lia.'*  discharged  in 
prompt  and  capable  manner  for  in  all  mat- 
ters of,  citizenship  he  is  faithful  and  loyal. 
His  entire  life  has  been  spent  in  central  Illi- 
nois and  for  more  than  a  third  of  a  century  he 
has  lived  in  Menard  county,  where  he  has 
worked  earnestly  and  persistently  in  order  to 
jjain  a  good  home  for  hia  family  and  as  the 
years  have  i)ass<'d  bis  labors  have  l>een  crowned 
with  a  fair  measure  of  success. 


JAMES  T.  SEXTER. 
James  T.  Senter,  an  honored  veteran  of  the 
Civil  war,  has  always  been  loyal  to  duties  of 
as  he  displayed  when  on  southern  battle-fields 
to  his  country  and  her  welfare  in  days  of  [)eaee 
ns  he  displayed  when  on  southern  liattleficlds 
he  followed  ihe  old  flag.  He  was  Iwm  in  San- 
gamon ciunly.  Illinois.  December  19,  1841,  his 
])arents  being  James  and  Mercy  (Cole)  Senter. 
iKith  of  whom  were  natives  of  -North  Carolina, 
where  they  spent  the  days  of  their  childhood 
and  youth  and  then  married.  The  father  was 
born  Decendwr  i:t.  ISOd,  and  his  wife's  birth 
wcurri'd  on  the  14th  of  .April  of  the  same  year. 
Tbey  came  to  Sangamon  county  at  a  very  early 
c|>och  in  its  history  and  with  the  material  and 
moral  development  of  central  Illinois  Rev. 
James  Senter  was  closely  associated.  He  fol- 
lowed fanning  in  order  to  provide  for  his  fam- 
ily, hut  he  also  preached  the  gospel  as  a  cir- 
cuit minister,  traveling  from  plae<'  to  ]ihice  in 
order   to   proclaim    the  "glad   tidings  of   irrcat 


joy."  As  a  pioneer  preacher  he  suffered  many 
hardships  and  privations  incident  to  the  long 
rides  across  the  new  country. .  The  Bible  which 
he  used  in  his  ministry  is  now  in  j)osscs.siou 
of  his  son  James  T.  and  is  undoubtedly  almut 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five  years  old.  He 
contributc<l  in  many  ways  to  the  improvement 
and  upbuilding  of  the  countj',  as  well  as  to  its 
moral  progress.  He  aided  in  laying  out  the 
streets  in  Springfield  when  the  site  of  the  cap- 
ital city  was  an  almost  unbroken  prairie,  hav- 
ing only  a  few  houses.  Hia  death  occurred 
Septemlwr  7,  1845,  but  his  memory  is  still 
cherished  by  those  who  knew  him  and  remains 
as  a  blessed  benediction  to  his  family  and 
friends.  He  bad  eleven  children:  Aaron, 
who  was  l)orn  January  24,  lH'iO,  and  died  in 
January.  1S:)T;  one  that  died  in  infancy:  Jane, 
who  was  Iwrn  OctoiK-r  29,  1S22,  and  became 
the  wife  of  J(r,  Owen  and  after  his  death 
married  M'illiam  Trenory,  who  is  now  living 
near  I'eterslmrg:  William  S.,  who  was  bom 
April  li;,  182.),  and  died  January  3,  1807; 
Mary  .\nn.  who  was  Iwrn  February  14,  1828, 
and  died  December  1,  1ST8;  Rebecca  C,  who 
was  born  February  14,  1829,  and  was  married 
in  July,  1849,  to  Kohert  Green,  while  her  sec- 
ond husband  is  I»uis  Van  Tassell,  with  -whom 
she  is  now  living  in  California;  Joseph  II., 
who  was  born  March  1,  IBitl.  and  is  now  de- 
ceas<'d;  Sarah  E,,  who  was  born  March  19, 
18^4,  and  died  April  14,  18C1 ;  Enoch  J.,  who 
was  lH)ni  September  26,  18;Hi.  and  married 
Lueinda  Holland,  their  home  being  in  Cali- 
fornia; Louisa,  who  was  Ixirn  Dwcmber  19. 
18;i8.  and  is  the  wife  of  John  Kirby.  a  R'si- 
ilcnt  of  Menard  county;  and  James  T.,  of  tliis 
review. 

Working  on  the  home  farm  and  attending 
the  ]iuhlic  schools,  thus  tiie  days  of  hoyhocHi 
and  youth  passed  for  James  T,  Senter  until  he 
WHS  nineteen  years  of  age.  when  an  im])ortant 
event  in  his  life  occurred.  The  country  had 
iK-eome  involvcil  in  civil  war  over  the  attempt 
iif  the  south  to  withdraw  from  the  Union  and 
Mr.  Senter  joined  the  northern  army,  l>ccoin- 
ing  a  luenibcr  ol"  Company  E,  Kighty-fifth  Illi- 
nois Infantry.  The  hiood  of  patriotic  ances- 
tors fimved  in  his  veins.  His  great-grandfather 
had  been  one  of  the  heroes  .if  the  lievolntioii. 
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Ilia  fatliiT  had  ser\(.J  lu  tin.  war  of  liil'i  and 
lib  brother  William  had  bieu  a  ^olditr  in  the 
Mi'xican  war.  Nbw  he  ospou-iij  the  caui-c  of 
Wis  country  and  went  to  thi  front  in  defense 
of  the  Union.  Ho  served  until  wounded,  when 
on  aeeount  of  his  disability  he  returned  home. 
He  enlisted  at  Petersburg,  July  17,  ISCa,  and 
was  dijieharged  July  ISI,  18(i4.  Immediately 
after  the  formation  of  the  regiment  the  ti'oops 
wen>  ordert'd  to  tlie  front  before  they  really 
knew  what  dress  [wrado  meant  and  they  opened 
tlie  battle  of  Perryviile  by  making  the  bayo- 
net ehargo  at  three  o'elock  in  the  morning. 
After  the  l)attle  the  regiment  followed  Bragg, 
who  was  retreating,  proeceding  beyond  Nash- 
ville, Tennessee,  and  on  to  Milt  ereek,  where 
the  regiment  was  attaciied  to  General  Slieri- 
dan'B  division.  They  were  in  the  battle  at 
Stone  Kivor  for  one  day  and  partieipated  in 
tlic  engagement  at  Chiekaniauga,  where  Mr. 
Senter  was  woundwl  in  the  left  fool.  He  was 
also  woundwl  in  the  right  thigh  at  the  Imttle 
of  Peaeli  'J'lve  Creek  in  (ieorgia.  He  lay  in 
the  field  hosiiitai  at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  for 
about  a  montli  and  also  at  JefFeriwnville,  Indi- 
ana, for  about  two  months.  In  addition  to 
the  battles  mentioned  he  partieipated  in  the 
engagements  at  Missionary  KJdge,  Kinggold 
and  Itouie.  After  being  wounded  he  was  sent 
home  on  a  furlough  and  was  diseharged  through 
onler  of  President  Jiincoln  as  a  special  favor 
to  W.  G.  Green. 

Ho  was  the  only  man  iu  this  locality  that 
took  advantage  of  the  law  that  enabled  e.\-sol- 
diers  to  attend  school  after  reaching  the  age 
limit,  but,  desirous  of  acquiring  a  good  edu- 
cation, he  continued  his  studies  and  is  now  a 
well  informed  man,  having  added  largely  to 
his  knowk'<lge  through  reading  and  olisei'vation 
in  later  years.  Throughout  his  liusiness  career 
he  has  carried  on  general  agricultural  pursuits 
and  for  thirty-five  years  he  has  been  a  feeder, 
buyer  and  shipper  of  stock.  In  IH?.")  he  re- 
moved his  family  to  Hot  Springs,  .Vrkanwis, 
where  he  opened  a  hotel,  which  he  conducted 
for  a  year.  He  was  also  proprietor  of  a  feed 
store  in  the  south  for  some  time,  having  gone 
to  that  part  of  the  country  because  of  ill  health 
and  hoping  to  lie  benefited  l>y  the  change.  On 
his  return  to  Menard  county,  however,  he  re- 


sumed agricultural  pursuits  and  almost  his  en- 
tire life  has  been  devoted  to  general  farming. 

On  the  l«th  of  March,  18(W,  Mr.  Senter 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  Jane 
Kirby,  a  daughter  of  (ieorge  and  Doreas  (.Vt- 
terl«.'rr;)  Kirby.  Her  father,  who  was  horn 
in  Illinois,  December  20,  1H12,  died  March 
l.">,  lilO-t:,  while  her  mother,  who  was  born 
April  2i,  1810,  died  on  the  ■,*:td  of  March, 
1893.  Her  father  bad  been  reared  to  farm 
labor  and  continued  at  home  with  his  parents 
up  to  the  time  of  his  marriage,  when  bo  began 
farming  on  his  own  account.  He  was  always 
a  lover  of  iinc  horses  and  engaged  to  con.sid- 
erable  extent  in  l)rceding  fine  stock.  He  was 
classed  with  the  extensive  landowners  and 
prosperous  men  of  his  county,  having  al)out 
thirteen  hundred  acres  of  land  in  his  farm. 
Unto  him  and  his  wife  were  bom  eight  cliU- 
dren;  John,  Daniel,  Nancy,  Samuel,  William, 
^latilda,  Siary  Jane  and  George  T. 

ilr.  and  Mrs.  Senter  also  had  eight  chil- 
dren, but  the  eldest  died  in  infancy.  Nora 
M.  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Frye,  of  Menard 
comity;  KtUi  1).  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Nance, 
also  of  ^leuard  I'ounty;  Mercy  J.  died  in  child- 
hood; James  G.,  John  Harvey  and  l,orena  M. 
are  at  home;  and  Inez  P.  died  at  the  age  of 
nine  years. 

Politically  Mr.  Senter  is  a  Democrat,  un- 
faltering in  his  loyalty  to  the  party  and  its 
principles.  He  has  served  on  the  school  board 
for  st'ven  or  eight  years,  but  otherwise  has  not 
sought  or  desired  public  office,  [iroferring  to 
give  his  time  and  attention  to  liis  business  pur- 
suits. He  and  bis  wife  are  memlx'rs  of  the 
Baptist  church  and  are  interested  in  its  growth 
and  upbuilding.  In  all  his  private  and  public 
relations  Mr.  Senter  has  given  his  inHuenee  for 
social  progress  and  for  the  el('\ation  and  wel- 
fare of  mankind. 


rOLONKL  C.  H.  McDGXALD. 
Charles  H.  JfeDonald,  a  popular  and  well 
known  citizen  of  Greenview,  who  as  an  auction- 
eer is  conducting  a  ven-  extensive  and  gratify- 
ing business,  was  born  in  Menard  county  almut 
a   mile  northeast  of  Greenview   on  ihc   1st  of. 
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May,  18(i5.  His  parents  were  William  P.  and 
Martha  (Hornback)  McDonald,  the  former  a 
native  of  Kentucky  and  tiie  latter  of  Illinois. 
Tlie  father  served  his  ('cuntry  as  a  soldier  in 
the  Mexican  war  and  after  coininfi  to  Illinois 
in  1849  he  turned  his  attention  to  fanning, 
which  he  carried  on  with  fair  success  until 
18(i2,  when  again  he  responded  to  his  country's 
call  for  military  aid,  enlisting  as  a  member  of 
Company  K,  One  Hundred  and  Fourteenth 
IlUnois  Infantry.  After  nine  months  of  active 
service  he  was  honorably  discharged  on  account 
of  illness  and  then  returned  to  his  farm,  where- 
on ho  made  his  home  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred July  17,  1879,  when  he  was  Jifty-five 
years  of  age.  He  had  lived  a  (jiiiet  and  un- 
eventful, yet  useful  and  honorable,  life  and 
those  who  knew  him  respected  him  for  his  ster- 
ling worth.  His  wife  had  died  when  their  son 
Charles  was  but  two  years  of  age. 

Charles  H.  McDonald  pursued  his  education 
in  the  country  schools  in  the  eastern  part  of 
Menard  county.  He  was  left  an  orphan  when 
fourteen  years  of  age  by  his  father's  death, 
after  which  he  worked  iiy  the  month  as  a 
farm  hand  until  twenty-two  years  of  age.  Sub- 
setjuently  he  rented  the  farm  which  his  father 
once  owned  and  continued  to  reside  thereon 
until  1895,  when  he  removed  to  Greenview 
and  started  in  business  as  an  auctioneer.  In 
the  sprinjr  of  18!)7  he  also  became  connected 
with  niercautile  interests  of  the  city  as  pro- 
prietor of  a  furniture  store,  but  after  three 
years  he  sold  his  stock.  In  1901  he  engaged  in 
the  livery  business,  but  after  a  year  disposed 
of  his  interest  in  that  in  order  to  give  his  en- 
tire attention  to  his  auctioneer  business,  which 
in  the  meantime  had  grown  to  e.\(ensive  propor- 
tions. He  now  has  a  very  liberal  patronage, 
crying  sales  in  Menard,  Sangamon,  Mason, 
I/)gan  and  Tazenell  counties.  He  is  very  suc- 
cessful at  this  business,  having  the  ability  to 
bring  the  owner  and  prospective  purchaser  to- 
gether in  a  manner  that  is  profitable  to  both. 
He  is  well  known  among  the  auctioneers  of  the 
state  and  is  now  the  vice-president  of  the  Illi- 
nois Auctioneers  Association. 

On  the  .Id  of  February,  1887.  Mr.  McDonald 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Jennie  Allison, 
a  daughter  of  James  Alli,*nn,  of  Menard  coun- 


ty. They  became  the  parents  of  one  daughter, 
Nellie  A.,  who  was  born  February  1,  1888,  and 
ij  now  attending  school  at  Dixon,  Illinois.  Mrs. 
Jennie  McDonald  died  on  the  5th  of  July, 
1893,  and  on  the  12th  of  June,  189G,  Jlr.  Mc- 
Donald was  again  married,  his  second  union 
being  with  Artie  Bracken,  a  daughter  of 
Thomas  Bracken,  of  Indian  Creek,  Menard 
county.  They  have  one  son.  Jack  H.,  bom 
January  2.1.  1897. 

The  family  are  members  of  the  Cnmberlnnd 
Presbyterian  church  and  in  liis  political  views 
Mr.  McDonald  is  a  Democrat.  He  served  as 
town  trustee  for  four  years  and  has  filled  other 
local  positions,  including  that  of  constable,  and 
for  five  years  he  was  assessor  of  his  town.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  connected  with  Creenview  lodge. 
N'o.  423,  I.  0.  0.  F.  In  public  office,  in  busi- 
ness and  in  private  life  he  is  at  all  times  found 
worthy  of  the  trust  reposed  in  him  and  the  good 
will  extended  to  him  and  he  has  gained  a  large 
circle  of  warm  friends,  who  esteem  him  highly. 


MRS.  MARY  J.  STRADP.R. 

Jlrs.  Jfary  J.  Strader  is  one  of  Menard  coun- 
ty's native  daughters,  her  birth  having  oc- 
curred March  91,  18,1(5.  Her  father.  Benjamin 
Yardley.  was  born  in  South  Carolina.  Decem- 
ber I."!,  179G.  hilt  spent  his  early  life  in  Ken- 
tucky and  afterward  engaged  in  far)nin2  there. 
He  was  married  on  the  1st  of  March,  l.'<31,  to 
Miss  Mary  Earnest,  whose  birth  occurred  In 
North  Carolina.  February  9.  1800,  but  who  wa? 
also  reared  in  Kentucky.  They  beg;in  their 
domestic  life  in  that  state,  residing  there  until 
their  removal  to  Illinois.  On  settling  in  JIc- 
mird  county  they  took  up  their  abode  u[ion  th" 
farm  where  their  daughter  Mary  was  born  and 
;Mr.  Yardley  carried  on  tbi-  work  of  tiHing  the 
soil  and  raising  stock.  He  aided  in  the  early 
development  of  the  county  and  wa.s  known  as 
a  worthy  pioneer  settler.  He  was  noted  for 
bis  honesty  and  his  desire  for  peace  and  good 
will  toward  all  men  and  equal  justice  to  all. 
and  he  was  familiarly  known  as  "Honest  Ben." 
He  died  on  the  50tb  of  Octohcr.  IS.'ifi,  and  his 
wife,  surviving  him  ten  years,  passed  away  in 
December,  ISfifi.  They  were  the  parents  of 
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eight  chihlivii  whose  names  anil  dates  of  birtli 
were  as  followB:  Elizabeth,  Oclolwr  8,  1832: 
Thnnias,  July  21.  1824;  Siiatin,  Decemher  20. 
1Sar>:  James.  December  11.  1827;  John.  July 
:!.  183n:  Relieiea.  Mareb  9.  1833;  Mary  J.. 
llardi  21.  ia3B;anfl  Hannah.  August  2,  18.1?. 
All  are  now  decpasetl  with  the  oiiepptinn  i>f 
i[i-s.  Strmler;  Susan,  wlio  is  living  in  Tire; 
iiud  Hannah,  who  also  resides  in  that  plaee. 

Mary  J.  Yardley  aeqiiireil  her  education  in 
the  ])ul)lie  schools  near  her  father's  home  and 
was  carefully  trained  in  the  household  duties 
by  hor  mother,  so  that  when  she  was  married 
sliG  was  well  qualified  to  take  charge  of  her  own 
home.  On  the  ?8th  of  Deeenilier.  18.14.  she 
became  the  wife  of  Isham  P.  Strader,  who 
was  Iwrn  in  fireen  county.  Kentueky.  June  20. 
1828,  bnt  was  only  two  years  old  when  brought 
to  Menard  county  by  his  parents.  John  C.  and 
EliKahetb  CMinor)  Strader.  His  father  was 
liorn  in  Xorth  Carolina.  August  28.  1796.  and 
died  September  ft.  1872.  while  his  mother  was 
horn  Febrnary  24.  1791,  and  died  Sovemher 
12.  187:1.  They  were  married  in  Kentucky 
October  5,  1815,  and  were  nnmhered  among  th? 
earliest  settlers  of  this  county,  having  located 
her<'  before  the  winter  of  the  "deep  snow." 
Here  John  V.  Strader  entered  a  tract  of  gov- 
ernment land  and  di'veloped  a  farm.  He  was  a 
soldier  of  the  Black  Hawk  war. 

Isham  P.  Strader  made  farming  his  life  oc- 
cupation and  earefiilly  ojKirated  his  land  so 
that  the  fields  were  made  to  return  to  him 
good  harvests  and  as  his  crops  found  a  ready 
sale  on  the  market  he  added  annually  to  his 
income  and  became  the  owner  of  about  two 
hundred  acres  of  land.  He  was  interested  in 
citizenship  to  the  extent  of  keeping  well  in- 
formed on  all  the  qnestions  and  issues  of  the 
day.  In  early  manhood  he*  gave  his  political 
allegiance  to  the  Whig  party,  which  he  contin- 
ued to  support  in  loyal  manner  until  his  death. 
He  was  converted  at  the  age  of  thirty  years 
and  became  a  member  of  the  Baker  Prairie 
Baptist  church,  remaining  true  to  his  profes- 
sions throughout  life  and  manifesting  a  kindly 
and  considerate  spirit,  an  unfaltering  honesty 
in  business  and  loyalty  to  friends  and  family. 
He  took  an  active  interest  in  the  cause  of  ed- 
ucation and  served  as  school  director  and  road 


commissioner  mo.-'t  acceptably.  He  died  u]ioii 
the  old  home  farm  February  22,  lS!>fl.  his 
death  being  deeply  regretted  by  the  many  who 
knew  him. 

I'nto  Jlr.  and  Mrs,  Stradei-  were  born  eight 
children:  Clara,  born  Xoveml.er  Ifi,  1855. 
die<l  April  7.  1857.  Emma,  born  Decemlx'r 
7.  18r)7,  was  married  January  27,  1876.  to  Wil- 
liam A.  Clark,  a  farmer  of  Menard  county,  and 
they  have  six  children.  Robert.  Bertha.  Effic. 
Delia,  Clinton  and  Ray.  Luclla  Frances,  born 
January  li),  186(1.  was  married  Octolwr  16, 
1878.  to  Charles  Crawford,  and  after  his  death 
wedded  Ay.d  Terry.  By  the  first  union  there 
were  three  children:  Edna,  who  was  married 
in  October,  1898,  to  Benjamin  Berry  and  they 
have  one  child  living,  Thelma;  and  Vema  and 
Iva,  holh  at  home.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Terry  are 
now  living  in  Bedford,  Taylor  county,  Iowa. 
John  W.,  bom  July  16,  18G2,  died  September 
11,  1866.  Alice,  "born  JIarch  12,  1865,  was 
married  October  14,  1885,  to  Clark  Hunter 
Knoles,  now  a  resident  of  Taylor  county,  Iowa, 
and  they  have  five  children,  l.eta,  Rulta.  Carol. 
Blanch  and  Victor.  Mary  Elizabeth,  bom  No- 
vember 14,  18G7,  was  married  February  3, 
1892,  to  Eli  M.  GofE,  a  resident  of  Gentry 
county,  Missouri,  and  they  have  two  children, 
Gladys  and  Cecil.  Laura  Ellen,  horn  April  4, 
1870.  died  January  31.  1876.  Charles  Ed- 
ward, born  February  8,  1873,  now  manages  the 
home  farm  for  his  mother.  He  was  married 
January  II,  1900,  to  Minnie  May  Overstrect, 
who  was  born  near  Little  Rock,  Arkansas, 
April  7,  1878,  and  they  have  one  child,  Maud 
Esther,  bom  October  10.  1900.  Mrs.  Strader 
is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church  and  a  lady 
of  many  excellent  traits  of  character  and  of 
heart  and  mind.  She  has  always  lived  in  Me- 
nard county  and  has  gained  many  friends  by 
her  kindly  spirit  and  consideration  for  others. 


JOHN  WILLIAM  KESYOX. 

John  William  Kenyon  came  to  the  middle 
west  from  Xcw  England,  bTinging  with  him  the 
enterprise  and  business  sagacity  characteristic 
of  the  people  of  that  section  of  the  country  and 
of  his  English  ancestors,  and  to  these  qualities 
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he  has  added  the  progressive  spirit  which  has 
ever  Ijcen  dominant  in  the  upbuilding  and  de- 
velopment of  the  Mississippi  valley.  He  has, 
theiefore,  prospered  in  his  business  career  and 
!■;  now  one  of  the  most  suceessful  farmers  of 
Menard  county. 

He  was  horn  in  (.'on nee ti cut,  ilarch  12,  1848, 
His  parents  being  Eli  and  Sarah  (Arniitage) 
Kenyon,  botli  of  whom  were  natives  of  En- 
gland. The  father  spent  his  youth  in  that 
country  and  was  tliere  reared  and  married  and 
two  children  were  Iwrn  unto  tliem  ere  they  h'ft 
tlie  mother  c-ountry  for  the  new  world.  Eli 
Kenyon  was  ahout  thirty  years  of  age  at  the 
time  of  tlie  emigration  and  locating  in  Con- 
necticut he  became  connected  with  his  brother 
in  the  conduct  of  woolen  mills  in  Woodstock, 
Windham  county.  There  he  spent  his  remain- 
ing days,  passing  away  in  1874  at  the  age  of 
Jifty-sevcn  years,  and  his  wife  survived  him 
until  1900.  She  also  died  in  Connecticut. 
Tliey  were  the  imrents  of  five  children:  Mary, 
now  deceased ;  Marshall,  living  in  Connecticut ; 
Nancy  and  Angie,  living  in  Connecticut;  and 
■John  W.,  of  this  review.  Marshall  Kenyon  left 
home  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  and  enlisted 
in  the  Union  army,  serving  throughout  the 
war.  He  was  twice  wounded,  first  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Antietam  and  afterward  at  Mission 
Ridge.  He  was  with  the  Eleventh  ConnLrticiit 
Tnfantry  and  when  the  war  was  over  received 
an  honorable  discharge  at  Washington,  D.  C, 
and  returned  lo  his  home  in  Connecticut. 

John  W.  Kenyon  obtained  his  e<lucation  in 
the  schools  of  his  native  state  and  when  his 
course  was  comphited  he  resolved  to  seek  a 
home  in  the  west,  believing  that  he  might  en- 
joy better  business  opportunities  in  this  great 
and  growing  section  of  the  country.  Accord- 
ingly, he  made  his  way  to  Williamsville,  Hli- 
uoi.'i,  when  eighteen  years  of  age.  and  in  the 
west  he  began  farming,  remaining  in  that  lo- 
enlity  for  five  years.  He  was  married  in  1871 
in  St.  I-ouis,  Jfissouri,  to  Clara  M.  Primm,  of 
Menard  county,  a  daughter  of  Daniel  and 
Elizabeth  (Ticc)  Primm,  both  representatives 
of  old  families  of  Menard  county.  Her  father 
was  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  Primm  and 
was  Imrn  January  3,  181?',  in  Madison  county, 
Illinois,  while  his  death  occurred  OctoluT  24, 


18()4,  in  Menard  county.  He  was  married 
June  1,  1843,  to  Elizabeth  Tice,  daughter  of 
Jacob  and  Jane  (Hall)  Tice.  They  became  tlie 
parents  of  ten  children:  James  D.,  who  was 
bom  Januarj-  23,  1843;  Duleina,  who  was  bom 
June  II,  1852,  and  married  John  N.  Cline; 
Thomas  K.,  iwrn  June  14,  1«54;  Clara  M., 
wife  of  our  subject,  born  August  8,  1856;  Vio- 
let L.,  bom  Februarj-  8,  1860;  and  Ninian  0., 
Ixirn  January  21,  1861,  Another  daughter  of 
the  family,  Susan  J.,  died  when  about  sixteen 
years  of  age  and  three  children  died  in  in- 
fancy. When  young  Daniel  Primm  had  very 
little  property,  but  he  died  a  wealthy  man,  hav- 
ing worked  earnestly  and  persistently  in  former 
years,  and  as  his  capital  increased  he  made 
judicial  investments  in  real  estate,  tlius  becom- 
ing the  owner  of  valuable  property.  His  fa- 
ther entered  from  the  government  the  land 
upon  which  which  Mr.  and  Jlrs.  Kenyon  now 
reside. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ivenyon 
settled  in  Menard  county  upon  the  farm  which 
is  now  the  homestead  ]iroperty  and  he  has  de- 
veloped one  of  the  best  tracts  of  land  in  the 
county,  his  labors  resulting  in  making  it  very 
attractive.  The  home  is  a  beautiful  and  com- 
modious residence,  situated  in  the  midst  of  well 
kept  grounds,  and  everything  about  the  place 
indicates  the  careful  supervision  of  the  pro- 
gressive owner.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kenyon 
have  been  born  eight  children:  Thomas  W., 
who  was  born  in  November,  1872,  is  now  super- 
intendent of  a  coal  mine;  Gilbert  L.,  horn  in 
1874,  is  married  and  has  one  child ;  Clara,  born 
in  1877,  was  married  and  at  her  death  left  one 
son.  Kenyon  Fouche ;  Estetle,  horn  in  1881,  and 
Eli,  born  in  1884.  are  at  home;  John,  l)orn  in 
1886,  died  in  1887;  Joe,  born  in  1889.  and 
Hope,  born  in  18!)7,  are  also  with  their  par- 
ents. 

Jlr.  Kenyon  votes  with  the  Republican  patty, 
having  embraced  its  principles  as  soon  as  age 
gave  him  the  right  of  franchise.  His  father 
was  also  a  Republican  and  his  wife's  people 
were  of  the  same  political  faith.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kenyon  have  a  wide  acquaintance  in  this 
county  and  enjoy  the  regard  of  all  with  whom 
they  have  been  associated.  In  business  affairs 
Jfr.   Kenyon   is   found   trustworthy,   betraying 
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no  coulideuce  reposed  in  him  and  carefuUy 
meeting  every  obligation  that  devolvea  upon 
Iiim,  As  a  citizen  he  favors  progressive  meth- 
ods and  wliite  siiwcssfully  condueting  his  busi- 
ness affairs  lie  is  every  ready  to  aid  in  the 
jiromotion  of  any  public  cause  for  the  general 
good. 


JAMES  F.  SPEEK,  ,11!. 

James  F.  Speor,  Jr.,  better  known  as  Frank 
Espcer,  was  liorn  in  Jlenard  county,  on  the  4th 
of  February,  ISTi,  and  is  a  son  of  James  F. 
yi«er,  whoso  sketch  apfHiars  elsewhere  in  this 
volume.  During  liis  l)oy]iood  aud  youth  he  at- 
tended the  Codington  school  in  Tallula  town- 
ship and  assisted  his  father  in  the  work  of  tlie 
home  farm.  In  18!)!»  he  l)c{;nn  renting  land  of 
his  father  in  Tallula  township  and  now  op- 
erates one  hundred  and  sixty  neres,  which  is 
highly  cultivated.  Ho  is  a  progressive  farmer 
and  is  meeting  witii  good  success  in  iiis  chosen 
occupation. 

On  the  lyth  of  April,  1899,  Mr.  Speor  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Xelhe  Stitch,  who 
was  born  in  Sandridgc  township,  this  county. 
May  Hi,  18T4,  and  is  a  dauf;htcr  of  Thomas  and 
licbecca  (Smith)  Stitch,  also  natives  of  Menard 
county  and  now  residents  of  Tallula.  There 
were  only  two  children  in  the  Stitcli  family, 
Mrs.  Speer's  sister  being  Juliii,  wife  of  Edgar 
Dobhs,  of  Tallula.  By  Iiis  ballot  Mr.  Speer  is 
a  supporter  of  the  Democratic  jiarty  and  he  is 
a  member  of  the  Christian  church. 


ALEXANDER  MONTGOMERY. 

.\lexander  Montgomery,  who  carries  on  farm- 
ing and  stock-raising  in  Monard  county,  is  one 
of  the  native  sons  of  this  county,  bom  Octoher 
10,  1833.  His  parents  resided  hero  at  an  early 
period  in  the  development  of  this  part  of  the 
state.  He  is  a  son  of  Charles  L.  and  Eliza 
(Bracken  )  Montgomery,  the  former  a  native 
of  Virginia  and  the  latter  of  Kentucky.  His 
father  arrived  in  Menard  county,  Tllinois.  in 
1820,  when  a  young  boy  and  was  employed  in 
I  ways  until  1830.  when  ho  was  married 


and  began  farming  on  his  own  account  on  laud 
which  he  entered  from  the  government.  Not  a 
furrow  liad  been  turned  or  an  improvement 
made  upon  tlie  place,  but  with  characteristic 
energy  he  began  transforming  the  raw  tract 
into  cultivated  lields  and  in  due  course  of  time 
gatliered  ab"undant  harvests.  He  experienced 
all  the  hardships  and  difficulties  of  pioneer  life, 
but  ho  bravely  met  these  and  as  the  years 
passed  overcame  all  difficulties  and  obstacles  in 
iiis  patii.  He  witnessed  the  wonderful  trans- 
formation of  Monard  comity  from  a  wild  re- 
gion to  a  thickly  settled  district,  suppl;o<l  with 
all  conveniences  and  comforts  known  to  mod- 
ern civilization.  When  his  labors  had  brought 
to  him  a  comfortable  eompeten.'e  he  put  aside 
further  business  cares  and  spent  his  last  days 
in  honorable  retirement  from  labor.  His  fel- 
low townsmen,  recognizing  his  worth  and  abil- 
ity, called  him  to  public  ofiice  and  he  served  as 
oountj'.  commissioner  for  two  terms  or  more. 
His  early  political  su])])ort  was  given  to  the 
Whig  party,  but  in  IStiO  he  joiued  the  ranks  of 
the  new  Republican  jiarty  and  continued  one  of 
its  stanch  advocates  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred on  the  4tii  of  March,  1879.  His  wife 
long  survived  him  and  de])arted  this  life  in 
1894.  Both  wore  consistent  members  of  the 
Christian  church  for  many  j'cars.  Mrs,  Mont- 
gomery's father  came  to  Menard  county  in 
1820  and  entered  land  south  of  Greenvicw. 
There  he  develo|ied  a  good  farm,  breaking  the 
wild  prairie  and  cutting  the  timber.  He  bore 
a  helpful  part  in  reclaiming  the  wild  region 
for  tbe  purpose  of  civilization  and  his  name 
should  lie  cnduringly  inscribed  on  the  list  of 
Menard  county's  honored  pioneers.  Unto  Mr. 
and  Jlrs.  Montgomery  were  bom  ten  children, 
who  are  now  living  and  all  are  residents  of 
Menard  and  Mason  counties.  Hlinois,  with  the 
oxcojition  of  one  daughter,  who  resides  in  Mis- 
sissippi. 

.Mexander  Montgomery  was  reared  amid 
frontier  environments  and  retains  vivid  mental 
pictures  of  conditions  that  existed  in  this  por- 
tion of  the  state  during  his  boyhood  days  ere 
many  of  (he  modern  improvements  were  in- 
troduced. He  continued  to  live  with  his  par- 
ents until  twenty-three  years  of  age.  when  he 
started  out  in  life  on  his  own  account.    Ho  was 
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roart'd  to  thf  iKTUpation  nf  farmiug  and  lia-> 
always  niadu  that  pursuit  liis  life  work.  How- 
ever, at  the  present  time  he  is  largely  living 
lelirctl,  liaviiig  through  his  earnest  lalior  and 
carefnl  iiiaiia^enient  in  fonner  years  gained  a 
competence  aufticiont  to  siipply  hiui  with  all  the- 
iieeesMitie,-;  and  many  of  the  comforts  and  lux- 
uries of  life. 

Mr.  Montgomery  is  a  memher  of  the  Green- 
view  lodge,  Xo.  C53,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  with  which 
he  has  Ijeeii  identifle<l  for  a  quavter  of  a  century 
and  for  wventeen  years  he  has  been  treasurer 
of  the  lodge.  His  paternal  grandfather  wn& 
also  a  Mason,  having  heconie  a  meiuher  of  the 
order  at  I'ovont  Uarden,  London,  England, 
from  which  ho  was  demitted  April  SI,  1771, 
ii|H»n  his  emigration  to  tlie  new  world.  Cross- 
ing the  Atlantic  to  Virginia,  he  was  made 
grand  master  of  the  grand  lodge  of  that  state 
October  2«.  irHfl,  In  his  political  views  Mr. 
Montgomery  is  a  stanch  Republican,  having 
(irni  faith  in  the  principles  of  the  party,  and 
he  now  has  in  his  possession  a  badge  which  wiis 
worn  by  his  father  in  Springfield  on  the  Sth 
of  August,  l«(iU.     On  it  is  inscribed: 

For  president, 

Abi-aham  Lincoln,  of  Illinois. 
For  vice-president, 

Hannibal  Handin.  of  Maine. 

My  Country,  "tis  of  thee, 
Sweet  land  of  lilierty. 

Of  thee  I  sing. 
Long  may  our  land  be  bright 
With  freedom's  holy  light. 
Protect  us  by  thy  might, 

Great  God,  our  King. 


SAMUEL  WATKIXS. 

Samuel  Watklns  is  one  of  the  native  sons  of 
Menard  county,  his  birth  having  occurred  Jan- 
uary 26,  1842.  on  the  farm  which  he  now 
occupies.  On  the  paternal  side  he  is  of  Scotch 
and  Welsh  descent  and  his  grandfather  was 
the  youngest,  in  a  family  of  twenty-one  ehil- 
tlren.     He  is  a    son  of    Josci)h    and    Xancy 


(Ijieen)  Watkins.  At  a  very  early  day  Joseph 
Watkins  accompanied  his  father  on  his  reniov»l 
from  Kentucky  to  Hlinois.  his  mother  haviug 
died  when  he  was  young,  and  the  family  locat- 
ed on  Shoal  creek  in  Clinton  county.  There 
Joseph  Watkins  married  Xancy  Green  and  in 
the  '20s  they  came  to  Menard  county,  the  jour- 
ney being  made  in  a  two-wheel  cart  whicli  lie 
had  made  himself,  and  which  was  drawn  by 
a  yoke  of  oxen.  A  log  cabin  was  built  in  Little 
Grove  and  corn  was  planted  but  the  squirrels 
ate  up  the  first  crop.  Mr,  Watkins  was  badly 
handicapped  during  his  early  residence  here 
from  the  fact  that  he  bad  forgotten  to  bring 
ills  gun  with  him  and  was  thus  unable  to  sceurv 
the  wild  game  which  was  the  ]>rincipal  meat 
of  the  early  settlers.  He  continued  to  reside 
in  Menard  county  until  called  to  his  final  rest, 
his  death  occurring  when  he  was  al>out  sixty- 
five  years  of  age.  In  polities  he  was  a  Demo- 
crat. His  wife  was  also  a  member  of  an  old 
Kentucky  family.  They  l)ecanie  the  pan'nts  of 
eleven  children,  of  whom  Samuel  is  the  young- 
est, while  with  the  excei>tion  of  two  all  have 
passed  away.  William,  the  eldest,  married 
Sarah  Armstrong  and  made  his  home  three 
miles  north  of  Petersburg,  where  he  reared  his 
family.  His  widow  now  lives  in  Sand  Ridge 
precinct.  Beverly,  who  married  Elizabeth 
Armstrong,  is  deceased,  while  his  widow  lives 
in  Cass  county,  Illinois.  Sally  U'cauie  the  wife 
of  Gaines  Green  and  lived  in  Tallula  but  both 
are  now  deceaso<l.  Hannah  married  William 
Xance  and  they  resided  in  Sand  Ridge  precin<-t. 
hut  both  have  now  passed  away.  Alvin  married 
X'ancy  Potter,  who  survives  him  and  resides 
south  of  Petersburg.  Ellas  marrie<l  Eliza  Me- 
Manaway  and  they  resided  in  Jfason  county, 
his  widow  being  still  a  resident  of  Kilbourne. 
Ann  became  the  wife  of  Daniel  .Vttcrberry  and 
they  resided  west  of  the  town  of  Atterberry. 
but  both  have  passed  away,  leaving  a  large 
family.  Maria  is  the  wife  of  Samuel  Colston, 
a  resident  of  Petersburg.  Thomas  died  of 
typhoid  fever  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years. 
Mary  died  in  early  girlhood.  Samuel  com- 
pletes the  family. 

In  the  Little  Grove  school  Samuel  Watkins 
acquired  his  education  and  was  thus  prepared 
for  life's  practical  duties.     He  was  reared  to 
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farm  work  upon  tlie  old  family  homestead  and 
lias  always  handled  stock.  After  arriving  at 
yeai-s  of  maturity  he  wedded  Jliirs  Slary  Wood- 
ridge,  a  daughter  of  David  and  Margaret 
(Hawthorne)  Woodridge.  who  came  from  Reed 
county,  Kentucky,  to  Illinois,  in  1830,  settling 
on  a  farm  in  Menard  county  three  miles  from 
the  pnwnt  home  of  our  subjcet.  Mr,  AVatkins 
now  owns  this  place  and  also  the  old  Watkins 
homestead.  On  coming  to  this  county  Mr, 
Woodridge  was  a  poor  man,  but  through  energy, 
pen^everance  and  industry  he  beeame  well  off. 
Ili.-i  political  support  was  given  the  Democratic 
party.  Ke  died  in  August,  1857,  and  his  wife 
imssed  away  in  October  of  the  same  year.  They 
were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  four  sons 
and  three  daughters.  Roliert,  who  married  and 
removed  to  Oklahoma,  died  in  that  territon". 
leavin;;  one  child.  John  married  and  resided 
in  Illinois  for  a  time,  hut  twenty  years  ago 
removed  to  Missouri,  where  his  death  occurreil. 
Richard  married  a  daughter  of  Henry  Dick,  of 
Cass  county,  Illinois,  and  they  make  their  home 
in  Petersburg;  Jackson  Heath  wedded  Mary 
Vaughn  and  they  now  reside  near  Faye  in 
Oklahoma.  J[rs.  Watkins  is  the  fifth  of  the 
family.  Martha  is  the  wife  of  Willis  Boulware 
and  they  reside  in  Clark  county,  Missouri. 

Mr.  Watkins,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  be- 
gan farming  in  ISfili  in  Mason  i-ounty,  Illinois, 
and  there  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits  for 
two  years.  In  18(i.i  iie  removed  to  his  father's 
old  farm,  which  he  i>egan  to  cultivate  and  im- 
jirove.  He  purchas<'d  the  interest  of  some  of 
the  heirs  in  the  old  homestead  and  has  been 
adding  to  his  landed  |WS!ies.sions  continuously 
since  until  his  pro]K'rty  holdings  now  aggregate 
over  three  thousand  acres.  He  bought  some 
of  this  land  almnt  18(i8  at  si.v  dollars  per  acre. 
It  was  then  wild  and  uncultivated,  hut  is  now  a 
highly  improved  property,  being  supplied  with 
modern  eijuipmcnts,  while  the  fields  are  under 
cultivation  and  viehl  a  s|)lendid  financial  re- 
turn. 

I'nto  Mr.  and  ^Irs.  Watkins  have  been  born 
eight  children:  Nettie  is  the  wife  of  Z.  ,\. 
Thompson,  who  resides  near  Petersburg  and 
by  whom  she  has  four  ehildn^n;  Elizabeth  is 
the  wife  of  Elijah  Pnrvines.  a  resident  of 
Pleasant  Plains,   Sangamon  county,  and  thev 


have  three  children;  Evans  married  Pauline 
Spears  and  they,  with  their  one  son,  reside  in 
Petersburg  precinct;  Ellas  married  Irene 
Fisher  and  is  living  near  Atterlierry;  Walter, 
who  resides  in  precinct  7  in  Menard  county, 
married  Oilie  Juhl ;  Edgar  married  May  Onken 
and  is  living  in  precinct  'i;  Hattie  married 
Chris  C.  Juhl  and  they  reside  on  t!ie  old  David 
Woodridge  farm  with  tlieir  one  child;  Nona  is 
the  wife  of  Ira  Abbott,  who  is  connected  with 
the  electric  light  system  of  Petersburg, 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Watkins  hold  member- 
ships in  the  Christian  churi'h  and  Mr.  W'atldns 
is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  with 
which  his  son,  Elias,  is  also  identifier],  the  lat- 
ter having  attained  the  Knight  Templar  degree 
of  the  York  rite.  The  father  was  made  a  Ma- 
son in  18S{i  at  Petersburg  and  is  still  connected 
with  the  lodge  at  that  ])lace.  He  gives  his  po- 
litical allegiance  to  the  Democracy.  He  is  to- 
day one  of  the  most  extensive  landowners  of 
Menartl  county.  His  success  is  creditable  and 
yet  investigation  into  his  life  record  shows  that 
his  ]>rosperity  has  Iwen  won  entirely  through 
indefatigable  effort,  capable  management  und 
unfaltering  perseverance.  His  life  has  been 
open  to  his  fellow  citizens  and  no  suspicion  of 
■evil  has  ever  been  attached  to  it.  It  lia=  been 
clean  in  every  way  and  his  influence  has  always 
been  for  what  is  honest,  for  everything  that 
is  elevating  to  the  public,  for  everything  that 
conserves  the  interests  of  the  county,  for  every- 
thing that  is  sound  in  business,  for  everything 
ilwt  is  true  and  everything  that  is  riiiht. 


JOHN  THOMAS  CADDIE. 
John   Thomas  Gnddie,  who  is  carrying  on 

general  farming  in  Sugar  Grove  township,  is 
numbered  among  the  native  sons  of  Jlenard 
county,  his  birth  having  occurred  on  the  old 
family  homestead  February  17,  18(>8.  He  is  a 
son  of  .-Vndrew  and  Sarah  (Keane)  Gaddie. 
His  father  was  born  on  the  Orkney  Islands,  of 
Scotland,  IMay  .'Jl,  1837.  and  when  hut  seven- 
teen years  of  age  went  to  sea  with  his  maternal 
uncle  David  Speuc-e  as  a  cabin  bin:  He  fol- 
lowed the  sea  until  nineteen  years  of  age  and 
suhse(]uent  to  his  return  home  was  a  student  for 
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two  years.  On  atttiining  his  majoritj-  he  emi- 
grated to  America,  aeeonipanied  by  his  sister 
Jane,  and  lias  since  been  a  resident  of  Menard 
county.  He  had  resided  in  the  United  State 
for  three  years,  when,  espousing  the  Union 
cause,  he  enlisted  August  14,  18(i2,  as  a  mem- 
ber ot  Company  K,  One  Hundred  and  Sixth 
Illinois  Infantry.  He  participated  in  the  siege 
of  Vicksburg  and  the  capture  of  Little  Rock, 
together  with  other  im[K)rtant  engagements, 
and  because  of  disability  was  honorably  dis- 
charged, Oc-tol>er  14,  1864.  Purchasing  a  farm 
in  Menard  county  in  18(i7,  he  has  carried  on 
general  farming  with  good  success  until  1891 
and  since  that  time  he  has  lived  retired  in 
Ureenview,  but  still  owns  valuable  farjn  land 
in  this  county..  He  has  been  ])rominent  and 
influential  in  public  affairs,  serving  for  twelve 
years  upon  the  board  of  county  commissioners, 
for  twenty-one  years  as  a  member  of  the  school 
board  and  for  one  year  as  president  of  the  town 
board  of  Greenview.  He  was  married  Novem- 
ber 28,  18CC,  to  Sarah  Keane,  a  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Martha  (Warner)  Keane,  of  Me- 
nard county,  and  they  beeante  the  parents  of 
eight  children.  The  wife  and  mother  died 
April  22,  1887.  and  on  the  VMh  of  August, 
188it,  Andrew  Gaddie  wedded  Eliza  A.  Conant, 
of  Jlenard  county,  who  was  l)om  November  10. 
1842.  and  died  September  2(!,  1901.  Further 
mention  is  made  of  Andrew  Gaddie  on  another 
page  of  this  work. 

Joim  T.  (Jaddie  was  reared  upon  his  father's 
farm,  sjK'nding  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and 
youth  in  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads. 
When  his  attention  was  not  occupied  with  the 
duties  of  tlie  schoolroom  he  aided  in  the  work 
of  tilling  the  soil.  He  continued  to  reside  upon 
the  old  homestead  farm  nji  to  the  time  of  his 
marriage,  when  he  began  fanning  and  stock- 
raising  on  his  own  account.  He  spent  six 
years  on  a  tract  of  land  of  two  hundred  and 
sixty  acri's  on  Salt  creek,  luiar  (ircen- 
view.  wbcri'  he  engaged  in  the  raising  and 
feeding  of  cattle  and  hogs.  In  the  sjiring  of 
1809,  liowever.  he  returned  to  the  old  Gaddie 
homestead  and  has  since  conducted  agricul- 
tural pursuits  there,  having  rented  two  hun- 
dred acres  of  good  land.  Here  he  cuitivales  the 
cereals  best  adapted  to  soil  and  climate  and  he 


also  raises  cattle  and  horses.  He  likewise  givea 
some  attention  to  the  raising  of  hogs  and  DOW 
has  alxiut  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  head 
upon  his  farm. 

On  the  31st  of  January.  1890,  Sir.  Gaddie 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lucinda  Cox. 
Her  father,  William  P.  Cos,  was  a  native  of 
Mason  county,  Kentucky,  born  June  24,  1815, 
and  lived  at  home  until  alwut  seventeen  years 
of  age,  during  which  time  he  learned  the  shoe- 
maker's trade.  He  afterward  worked  at  his 
trade  in  Kentucky  until  18:!5,  when  he  came 
to  Illinois,  settling  in  Menard  county.  Here 
ho  continued  to  engage  in  shoemaking  to  some 
extent  and  he  also  followed  farming,  purchas- 
ing a.  tract  of  land  of  about  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres.  Subsequently  he  was  appointed 
superintendent  of  the  county  farm  and  acted 
in  that  capacity  for  about  five  years,  on  the 
expiration  of  which  [wriod  he  removed  to 
Petersburg,  where  he  lived  retired  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  October  11, 
1897.  Mr.  Cox  was  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity  at  Petersburg,  while  tiie  mother  of 
Mrs.  Gaddie  lielonged  to  the  Baptist  church. 
He  was  three  times  marricfl.  By  his  first  wife, 
Elizabeth,  ho  had  one  child  that  died  in  infancy 
and  the  mother  soon  afterward  departed  this 
life.  Later  he  wedded  Mary  Brahm  and  their 
only  child  also  died  in  early  life  Following 
Ihe  death  of  his  second  wife  Mr.  Vok  wedded 
Mrs.  Sarena  Potter,  who  was  lx>rn  in  ilenard 
county,  August  20,  183.'i,  and  is  now  living  with 
her  children.  There  were  two  sons  and  three 
dniigiitcrs  of  this  marriage:  John  II.,  who  was 
horn  March  29.  ISfiS.  and  is  now  superin- 
tendent of  the  county  farm  of  Menard  county ; 
Mary  E.,  who  was  bom  .\ugust  fl,  18fi.").  and  is 
the  wife  of  Joseph  Sturgis.  of  Jfennrd  county; 
Martha  A,,  who  was  bom  September  IS,  ISC;. 
and  married  James  S.  Short,  and  after  his 
death  iiccame  the  wife  of  William  Puckett.  a 
resident  of  Petersburg ;  Jlrs.  Gaddie ;  and 
Charles  C,  who  died  in  his  Ijoyhood.  Mrs. 
Cox,  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Gaddie,  was  twice 
nuirried,  lier  first  husband  being  Edward  Pot- 
tor,  by  whom  she  had  two  sons,  Eddie  and 
Douglas,  but  the  former  died  in  185.1.  Doug- 
las, born  October  8,  1855,  married  Mary  Sams 
and  unto  them  were  bom  nine  children,  but 
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they  lost  tlit'ir  foiirtli  child,  Edward  C  Tlie 
otiiers  are  Kosa  B.,  Alice  L.,  Jlaggie  M.,  Annie 
1).,  Edgar,  Kiitli  E.,  John  H.  and  Rubie  M. 

The  home  of  Jlr,  and  lire.  Gaddiu  has  been 
blessed  with  seven  children:  WiUiam  Andrew, 
bom  XovcHiber  17,  1890;  Pansy  M.,  born  Au- 
gust 8,  181)2;  Sarah  S-,  born  August  1,  1894; 
Charles  R.,  born  February  Ij,  1890;  Thurlow, 
bom  Xoventber  -ii,  1898 ;  Earl,  born  September 
•it.  1900;  and  Lyle,  bom  December  2'..  1902. 
Five  of  the  children  are  now  in  school. 

Mr.  Gaddio  has  been  a  member  of  the  school 
board  and  he  is  interested  in  all  that  pertains 
to  the  sulistnntial  improvement  and  uplmilding 
of  his  county.  He  belongs  to  the  Modem 
Wooilmen  camp  at  Sweetwater  and  also  to  the 
Oreenview  Horse  Rangers,  while  his  political 
supjiort  i.s  given  to  the  Democracy,  His  entire 
life  has  been  passed  in  Menard  county,  where 
lie  has  worked  iicrsistently  and  energetically 
in  order  to  actpiire  a  competence.  In  this  he 
has  succeeded  and  is  now  a  repri'sentative  agri- 
cidturist  of  his  community. 


.7EP   P.  r.ROSBOLL. 

.lep  P.  Groslioll,  wJio  follows  farming  in  tJie 
vicinity  of  Petersburg,  was  liorn  September  T, 
lf<-i;i.  in  Scliieewig,  and  is  a  son  of  Powell  J. 
and  Annie  M.  (Rosenbom)  Grosboll,  natives  of 
Schlcswig,  which  was  then  a  province  of  Den- 
mark, but  in  18(14  this  district,  through  tiie  for- 
tunes of  war,  jiasscd  into  possession  of  Germany 
and  on  that  account  the  (JtosIkiII  family,  not 
desiring  to  become  German  citizens,  emigrated 
to  Anieriea,  leaving  Denmark  in  .\pril,  ISTS. 
They  had  resided  upon  a  farm  in  Sehleswig, 
and  the  suliject  of  this  review  attended  scliool 
in  his  native  |)rovinee  until  the  emigration  to 
the  new  world.  He  had  pursued  the  regular 
cimrse  and  liad  also  studied  the  German 
hinguage.  It  was  his  intention  wlien  he  first 
came  to  America  to  remain  for  only  five  years 
and  to  become  an  American  citizen,  after 
which  he  wouhl  return  tn  Schleswig  and  thus 
be  exempt  from  army  service.  He  went  back 
at  the  end  of  five  years  and  remained  for  only 
two  years,  hut  found  that  if  he  stayed  for  tlie 


entire  two  years  he  would  be  liable  for  mili- 
tary duty,  so  was  married  and  again  crossed  the 
Atlantic  to  the  new  world. 

It  was  in  May,  1878,  that  Mr.  Grosboll  wed- 
ded Miss  Anna  Mary  Frank,  a  daughter  of 
Hans  and  Elizabetli  S.  Fi'ank,  wlio  were  farm- 
ing people  of  Sclileswig.  They  had  three  chil- 
dren, of  whom  Mrs.  Grosboll  was  the  second. 
Catherine,  the  eldest,  became  the  wife  of  Hans 
Vannel,  who  is  a  wealtiiy  farmer  n.'siding  in 
Sclileswig.  Xcls  Hanson  Frank,  the  youngest, 
was  married  in  1879,  to  Gene  GroslxiU,  a  cousin 
of  our  subject.  They  reside  on  the  Frank 
homestead  and  have  seven  children,  who  are  all 
under  the  ])arental  roof.  Mrs.  Grasl>oll  was 
educated  in  Sehh'swig.  attended  school  there 
for  ebven  years  and  remained  at  home  up  to 
the  time  of  her  marriage  in  1878,  save  when 
she  was  in  Cojienhageii  for  a  year,  where  she 
ti>ok  a  spifial  course  in  housekce]>ing.  Unto 
Mr.  and  Mi^s.  GrosbnU  have  been  born  four 
children:  Powell  J.,  bom  Septcjidier  28,  1879, 
was  graduated  from  Lincoln  I'nivcrslty  at  Lin- 
coln, Illinois,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Arts  and  had  the  honor  of  winning  the  gold 
medal  for  oratory.  Ho  is  a  Mason,  belonging 
to  the  lodge  at  Petersburg.  For  two  years  he 
has  bwn  engaged  in  teaching  and  is  now  the 
princi|ial  of  the  Third  ward  school  in  Peters- 
burg. John  B.  Grosboll,  bom  July  23.  1881. 
was  for  one  year  principal  at  Edelstcin  and  is 
now  connected"  with  the  schools  of  Atterberry. 
He,  too,  is  a  graduate  of  the  Lincoln  Uni- 
versity, in  which  he  won  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Science.  He  was  editor  and  manager  of 
the  school  journal  and  he  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  lodge  at  Petersburg.  Harmon  S.. 
Iwm  October  9,  1883,  is  a  graduate  of  the 
Petersburg  high  school,  spent  one  term  in  the 
Northwestern  University  at  Evanston  and  is 
now  teaching  in  the  Brush  school  near  home. 
He  completed  a  four  years'  course  in  three 
years  while  in  Petersburg.  .Vnnie  Elizabeth, 
born  Octolicr  19.  188.1,  com|»letcd  the  common- 
school  c(Uirst',  but  did  not  have  the  o])porfunity 
of  going  away  to  school  because  of  her  mother's 
death,  which  occurred  Decend)er  16,  1900,  when 
she  was  forty-siv  years,  three  months  and  twen- 
ty-two days.  Her  remains  were  interred  in 
Oakland  cemetery.     Since  the  mother's  death 
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tlic  (laii^jlikT  lins  lia<l  oliargc  of  tiic  lioiiseliolcl 
atTair^. 

Mr.  (irnsboli's  liiisiiu'ss  career  liafi  been 
ninrkeil  liy  steady  projjrfSM.  When  lie  tir^t  i-aiiie 
In  Jleiianl  enunty  he  began  workiuj;  as  a  farm 
liaiiH,  beinfT  etn]»]rtyetl  by  the  iiumtli.  The 
lir^t  one  of  his  coiiiitrynicn  tiiat  lie  saw  after 
arrivuif:  in  tlie  I'nited  States  was  liis  brother, 
wlm  joined  hiui  the  fuUowJiig  year.  When  .1. 
]'.  (iroslmll  retiirne.1  to  Ameriea  with  his 
wife  he  began  agricultural  inirsiiits  on  tlie  farm 
owned  by  Henry  Shirding.  known  as  tlie  Hat- 
lield  farm.  There  he  lived  for  twelve  years 
am!  during  that  entire  period  he  never  had  any 
lea^e  or  any  jiapers,  the  eontmet  l>etween  them 
iK'ing  merely  an  oral  one.  During  his  third 
year  a  (iisaatroiis  fire  oeeurred  on  the  4th  of 
August,  1HS3,  and  he  lost  nearly  everything  he 
had.  including  his  household  goods.  When  he 
interviewed  Mr.  Shinling  the  ne.xt  morning 
the  tirst  ([uestion  that  was  asked  him  was,  "Is 
any  one  hurtl-'"  Mr.  Groslwll  replied  in  the 
negative  and  Mr,  Shirding  tlien  said :  "Then  it 
is  all  riglit.  We  will  soon  put  up  a  new  house." 
lie  continued  npon  the  farm  \intil  the  spring 
of  1S1I2.  when  lut  removed  to  the  tract  of  land 
whicli  he  had  purcliased  in  1883.  known  as  the 
old  David  Pnntier  farm.  He  pnrehased  one 
hundretl  and  seventy-five  acres  at  that  time 
and  one  hundred  and  ten  acres  since,  making 
two  hinidred  and  eighty-five  acri's  in  all.  lie 
has  since  tiled  and  cleared  the  farm,  lias  placed 
it  under  a  high  state  of  enltivation  and  in  con- 
nection with  t!ie  raising  of  cereals  best  adapted 
l<i  this  ])art  of  the  niuntry  !ie  has  engaged  in 
feeding  cattle  lor  the  nnirket. 

In  bis  iiolilieal  vii-ws  Mr.  Grosboll  has  been 
a  liepuiiliean  and  luis  given  hia  ballot  to  the 
]>artv  since  beuomijig  a  naturalized  American 
citixen.  He  was  reared  in  the  Lutheran  faith 
and  is  now  a  nu'Lnbcr  of  the  Cnndierland  Pres- 
liyleriaii  church.  'I'he  children,  too,  belong  to  the 
Ciimberhiiid  Pn'sbyterian  church.  Fraternally 
;Mr.  (Jroslioll  is  conmvted  with  Clinton  lodge. 
No.  l!l.  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  at  Petersburg.  In  ISHS 
he  returned  to  his  native  land  with  his  family, 
remaining  four  months  abroad,  during  which 
Time  he  visited  Oermany  and  England  and  re- 
neweii  many  of  the  nciinaintanees  of  his  boy- 
hood days  in  his  native  province.    He  has  never 


had  occasion  to  i-egivt  ids  determination  to 
seek  a  home  in  the  Tnited  States,  for  lien,'  he 
has  found  the  laisiiiess  opiKirtunities  tiiat  lie 
sought  and  which  iiave  made  him  a  prosjx'rons 
man  and  in  addition  has  enjoyed  the  lilxTty 
and  freedom  of  this  great  and  growing  e<>nn- 


JOHX  P.  BLANK. 

John  P.  Blaue  is  accounted  one  of  the  lead- 
ing citizens  of  Greenview,  actively  eonnw-tinl 
with  its  business  and  public  aHairs.  He  i^ 
now  pnwident  of  the  school  lioard  and  in  the 
line  of  eommereial  activity  is  presiilent  of  the 
Greenview  Con!  &  Mining  Company.  He  nl^o 
has  farming  interests  in  ilenard  county  and 
in  the  control  of  his  business  displays  keen 
dis<-ernnienf,  sagacity  and  unfaltering  enter- 
prise— qualities  which  alwara  insure  a  fair 
measure  of  success, 

Mr.  Blane  was  Wrn.Jnly  2-1,  1S4.1.  ujwn  thi" 
farm  where  he  now  resides,  his  |Hirentj!  lieinir 
George  and  Mary  (Alkire)  Blane.  The  fam- 
ily is  of  Irish  lineage  and  the  father,  who  was 
born  in  County  Down,  Ireland,  came  to  Amer- 
ica in  1818.  locating  at  what  is  now  known  as 
Irish  (Jrove.  He  and  oilier  men  of  his  national- 
ity on  settling  in  Menard  county  worked  in 
the  woods  and  thus  the  grove  obtained  its  nanie- 
From  the  government  George  Blane  enterefl 
the  land  which  now  constitutes  the  farm  upon 
which  Iiis  son  John  P.  Blane  resides.  He  pros- 
pered in  his  agricultural  pursuits  and  the 
Ijonndarics  of  his  home  place  were  extended 
until  they  surrounded  six  hundred  and  forty 
iures  of  rich  land.  .At  one  time  he  owned  alto- 
g<'tlier  twelve  hundred  acres  and  was  justly  ne- 
counted  one  of  the  representative  and  success- 
ful agrieulliirists  of  his  community.  He  car- 
ried forward  his  farm  work  along  progressive 
lines  and  fransforijicil  the  wild  prairie  into 
productive  tnicis  which  annually  returned  to 
him  golden  harvests.  He  also  fonnd  opportu- 
nity to  aid  in  the  promotion  of  public  interests 
anil  he  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  many 
years.  Ins  decisions  being  characterized  by  the 
utmost  fairness  and  impartiality.  He  died 
uixm    the  old   homestead     farm   January    10 
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18G4,  at  tlie  iige  of  sixty-five  year^  and  his  loss 
was  deeply  regretted  throiiftliont  the  tmtire 
eoiunnmity,  becaiise  of  the  iiujKirtant  and  liclii- 
ful  part  which  he  had  played  In  business  mid 
piiblic  life.  His  "wife  survivcil  him  for  aboxit 
ten  years  and  died  April  15,  1874,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-five  years!.  In  their  family  were  ten 
childreu:  Edward,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty  years;  Ariiiinda  and  Maria,  both  de- 
ceased: Q.  \V.,  a  resident  farmer  of  Arkansas; 
A..  P.,  who  is  now  justice  of  the  peace  in  (iri'eii- 
view;  Samne!  H.,  who  was  one  of  the  leading 
attorneys  of  i[eiiard  tonnfy,  but  is  now  de- 
ecasi'd:  John  P.,  of  this  review;  Mary  E.  and 
Melissa  II..  twins,  the  foniier  now  in  Blnnt, 
South  Dakota,  and  the  other  in  Menard  coun- 
ty; and  W.  F..  of  Iowa. 

John  P.  Blane  acquired  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  and  in  Eureka  College  and  was 
thus  well  qualified  for  life's  practical  duties. 
On  putting  aside  his  text-liooks  he  took  charge 
of  the  home  farm  for  his  father  had  passed 
away  and  his  brother  was  with  the  I'nion  army. 
In  September,  ISfiT.  he  hnilt  hf.s  present  home 
and  took  up  his  abode  there.  lie  has  heen  a 
feeder  of  cattle  in  connection  with  the  raising 
of  grain  and  is  a  member  of  the  Farmers 
F.levator  Company.  When  the  flreenview  Coal 
&  Mining  Company  was  organized  he  was  made 
its  president  and  in  control  of  its  hnsiness  in- 
terests he  has  shown,  marked  capability  and 
discernment.  He  possesses  strong  purpose  and 
gradually  he  has  advanced  in  his  business  ca- 
reer until  he  now  ocenpics  an  enviable  position 
as  a  representative  of  agricultural  and  indus- 
trial  interests  in   Menard  county. 

On  the  rtb  of  February.  ISCr.  Mr.  Blane 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Brack- 
en, a  daughter  of  0.  P.  and  Xaney  (Meadows) 
Bracken,  early  settlers  of  this  county.  Her 
father  is  now  deceased,  but  her  mother  makes 
her  home  with  Mrs.  Blane.  Fnto  our  subject 
and  his  wife  have  been  bom  six  children: 
Emma,  who  died  in  infancy:  Ella,  the  wife  of 
Dr.  L.  J.  Ooodson.  of  Springfield.  Illinois; 
Carrie,  the  wife  of  A.  J.  Propst.  of  Orecnview; 
Tj.  E..  who  is  a  practicing  physician  of  Green- 
view  and  is  represented  elsewhere  in  this  vol- 
ume; Inc!!  Mabel,  who  died  when  nhont  eigh- 
teen years  of  age;  and  Edna,  at  home. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blanc  are  consistent  members 
of  the  Christian  ehnrcli  of  Gretmview  and  are 
wortiiy  iM-ojile  will)  rw-eive  'the  friendship  of 
many,  while  the  hospitality  of  a  large  majority 
of  the  best  homes  in  the  locality  is  extended  to 
them.  Mr.  Blane  has  served  on  the  school 
board  for  twenty  years  and  is  now  its  presi- 
dent, the  cause  of  education  tindJug  in  him  a 
warm  and  helpful  friend,  and  he  has  put  forth 
effective  service  in  behalf  of  the  public  school 
system  of  the  city.  He  belongs  to  Loyalty 
lodge.  No.  (j-^r.  A.  F.  &  A.  M..  and  to  the  Anti"- 
Horse  Thief  Association,  called  tiie  Onvnvicw 
Hangers  Association,  of  wliich  be  is  the  vice 
president.  He  exercises  his  right  of  franchise 
in  support  of  the  men  and  nirasures  of  the 
Republican  party  and  he  stands  to-day  as  one 
of  the  representative  citinens  of  Orecnview.  a 
man  strong  in  his  business  capacitv.  in  his 
successful  aceomplislunent.  in  his  honor  and 
his  good  name. 


CHARLES  P.  CORSON. 

Chai'les  P.  Corson,  cariying  on  general  agri- 
cultural pursuits  near  Talluia.  was  born  on  the 
Kith  of  November.  ISIil.  in  Talluia  precinct. 
Menard  eimuty,  bis  (larents  being  Reniien  .\nd 
Rachel  M.  (Nottingham)  Corson.  In  their 
family  were  five  childi"en,  all  of  whom  are  yet 
living:  Hannah,  the  wife  of  Randolph  Allen, 
a  ^rethodist  minister  residing  in  Waterloo, 
Idwa,  liy  whom  she  has  three  children;  Edward 
K.,  who  married  Eva  Murphy,  of  Knox  county, 
Missouri,  by  whom  he  has  two  children,  and 
follows  farming  at  Roosevelt,  Kiowa  county, 
Oklahoma;  Bertba.  at  home;  and  Nathan,  who 
married  Essie  Correll,  and  is  a  resident  farmer 
of  Sangamon  county. 

Charles  P.  Corson  is  indebted  to  the  public- 
school  system  of  the  county  for  the  early  edu- 
cational privileges  which  he  enjoyed  and  later 
he  sjH'nt  si."£  months  as  a  student  in  the  Wes- 
leyan  University  at  Bloomington,  Illinois.  He 
Ix'gan  farming  at  an  early  age  upon  his  father's 
farm  in  Talluia  township  and  continued  there 
up  to  the  time  of  his  marriage  in  1S89.  He 
acquired  eighty  acres  of  land  in  section  94, 
Tallida  iirccinct.  as  his  first  real  estate  and  he 
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lived  one  year  on  tlie  Nottiiifihairi  lioiiii'steail  in 
San^mou  eountv.  The  next  land  whipli  lie 
purchast-d  was  one  liundred  ami  sixty  acics, 
formerly  the  pro))erty  of  .lolni  Kriel.  in  t-cc- 
tion  24,  Tallula  preeinct.  In  lii?  fanning 
methods  he  has  ever  lifrn  progress ivf  anil  (lie 
success  he  has  achieved  is  due  to  his  dose  n]i- 
plieation  and  unfaltering  diligence. 

On  the  '^rtii  of  March.  IKSi).  Mr.  Ciu'hmi  was 
married  to  Miss  Amelia  Frogley.  a  daughter  of 
Israel  and  Susan  (McArdel)  Kroglcy.  Ilcr 
father  was-  a  native  of  Enghind.  Imihi  July  3."), 
Ik:;i),  and  oamo  to  America  when  hut  twenty 
years  of  age.  He  had  lived  in  Oxfordnhire. 
Kngland,  and  on  crossing  the  Atlantic  lie  set- 
tled in  the  state  of  New  York,  ivhen-  he  re.^^ided 
for  a  nuin!)er  of  years.  In  IS.'jt;  he  came  to 
Illinois  and  loeatifl  in  Menard  county  in  ISli'J. 
cstahlishiug  his  home  ahont  two  miles  Pouth- 
W'M  of  Tallula.  His  death  oceuri-ed  March  30. 
!Hl)r>,  after  iTiany  years  of  active  connection 
witli  agricultural  interests  in  this  part  of  the 
slate.  ITe  was  in  limited  financial  circntn- 
staiu'cs  whetl  he  reaclie.i  Illinois,  hul  !,y  h.uu-ty. 
industry  and  economy  he  gained  jirosperity  and 
at  the  liuu'  (.f  his  death  was  Ihc  owner  of  four 
huiulred  acres  of  valual.le  land.  His  ].olitical 
iiilc-iaticc  was  given  to  the  l{o|iul.liciin  party. 
Though  he  was  not  a  uiend.cr  of  auv  chiircli 
he  was  a  lirut  lieliever  in  the  Christian  religion 
and  in  his  life  cxcuipliliod  the  Colden  Rule. 
Mi-  wifi>  passed  away  Sei.lenilN^r  I.  mm.  In 
Their  family  were  the  following  named:  John, 
a  hiilclier.  is  married,  lives  in  Colorado  and  has 
Ihn-e  children:  Israel,  a  fanner  and  -lock- 
dealer  <.r  f'hi-topa.  Kansas,  married  Nellie 
Miekle.  and  they  have  two  sons:  Oeorge  died 
in  Xoveudicr.  VM\ :  William  died  in  infancy: 
Klinahelh  died  in  April,  18!>-l  : .  .\meiia  is  tlie 
next  of  the  fauiilv:  and  Marv.  the  vinmgcst. 
resides  in  Talhila.' 

.\nu-lia  Frogley  was  lnu-r.  .\Iav  1.  IWU.  j.ur- 
sned  lu'r  education  iii  the  common  schools  and 
in  the  Athenannn.  al  Jacksrutville.  Illinois,  and 
remariu'd  al  home  until  she  gave  luT  hand  in 
marriage  lo  Mr.  Corson.  By  this  nuiiui  there 
are  three  .'liildrcn:  Ge..rgc  I'.,  who  was  horn 
Oetoher  lo.  1S!I,.  and  is  now  ailcndiiig  school 
in  Tallula:  one.  who  died  nntuinu'd  at  hirth: 
and  Mary  B..  who  «as  born  .Tidy  i:i.  l!Ki^>. 


Mr.  Corson  is  a  Prohibitionist,  supporting 
that  party  iiy  his  ballot.  His  influence  is  ever 
frmnd  on  the  side  of  temperanw  and  justice 
and  jmigress  and  his  labors  have  l>een  of  Iht- 
efit  to  his  fellow  men  in  this  way.  His  entire 
attention  in  business  life  has  l)een  given  to  agri- 
cultnral  interests  and  in  this  way  he  has  pro- 
vided a  gooil  home  for  his  family. 


•lAMKS  H.  OHAHAM. 

.lauies  \i.  Graham,  llic  owner  of  five  hundred 
and  seventy  acres  of  rich  farming  lain!  in  Illi- 
nois, two  lunnlred  and  f<irty  aeri's  iH'iiig  coni- 
])riseil  within  his  home  farm  on  secti<m  ;i.'>. 
Sngar  (Jrovc  precinct,  townshi]j  IK.  and  one 
hundred  and  sixty-four  acres  on  section  .'i. 
township  IX.  Sugar  Grove  pn'cinel,  was  horn  in 
County  W.^stuieath.  Ireland.  October  :(.  lK}->. 
his  parents  being  William  and  Ann  (iraham. 
The  father  came  to  the  new  world  In  .\pril. 
1S.11.  s^'ttling  in  Xew  Jersey,  iait  his  deaih  ch- 
curred  in  July  of  the  same  year.  His  wife 
dii-d  in  Ireland  in  1S4-1.  He  left  a  family  con- 
sisting <if  two  sons  and  three  daughters.  Thosi; 
now  living  are  James  T!.:  John  C..  a  resident 
. if  Logan  county:  Mrs.  Annie  Haim's.  of  Me- 
imrd  eountv;  and  Mrs.  l,uev  Downes.  a  resident 
of  Iowa. 

James  1{.  (iraimm  was  a  littl.^  lad  of  eight 
years  when  brought  by  his  father  lo  th.>  new 
wiirld  and  at  his  father's  death  he  was  Uunid 
imt  to  Dr.  Jacob  Fisler  for  a  term  of  elcv.^n 
yeai-s.  beginning  in  IS.'il.  His  sister  .\nnic  was 
Imund  mil  at  the  sanu'  time  for  a  term  of  eight 
yi'aiv.  They  found  in  the  Hoetor  a  good  friend 
and  Mr.  (iraham  rcmainevl  with  him  until 
March.  l.sii~.  when  believing  that  he  would 
have  better  ojipoi-tnnilii-s  for  business  advance- 
ment in  the  middle  west  he  canu'  to  ilenard 
i-ounty.  arriving  on  the  1.')tb  of  that  month. 
Ill'  joined  his  brother  John  C.  in  a  partnership, 
which  was  continued  for  twelve  years.  In  the 
fall  of  lSii7  they  purehaseil  oiu'  hundivd  and 
twenty  aen's  of  land  and  in  18T;  they  iKinght 
fi>rty  acres.  Later  James  If.  (iraham  jmrchased 
his  brother's  iiitere.>^t  in  August.  IS7!t.  still 
hviii;:  with  his  brother  until  Octolwr  1(1.  1S7!>, 
when  he  seliled  njNm  his  present  farin.  He  has 
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iiiiHic  but  two  movi.*  since  liis  iiiiirringc  iui(i  lie 
iiiiw  has  a  valuable  farming!  ]>io|K.Tty  in  tliis 
nmntv,  and  also  good  land  in  l^ogan  <ountv. 
He  is  engaged  in  general  farming  and  s(oek- 
raiitiiig  and  liig  veil  tilled  fields  yield  to  him 
gowl  harvests,  whih-  in  his  pastures  are  seen 
good  grades  of  horsc-s,  eattle  and  hog?. 

f)n  the  7th  of  .Inno.  ISIifi,  Mr.  (Iriiham  was 
iiinn-icd  to  Aniaiida  Corson,  a  daughter  of  Wil- 
liaiu  iiud  Jane  Corson.  Iwth  natives  of  Xew 
.fcrsi-y.  The  father,  who  was  a  glassl.lower. 
was  born  Augui-t  Ki.  IH'iO,  and  diwl  OetolK>r 
1."..  lS7:i.  while  the  motlier.  who  was  Imrn  (Xto- 
Int  22.  IX-i-i.  is  still  living  in  New  .lei-sey. 
Tiie_\  wei-e  thi-  parents  of  four  daugliters.  wIki 
iii-e  still  living:  Jfrs.  Orahani,  wjio  was  Imni  in 
(;|assijon).  Xew  .lersey.  ilav  l.l.  18  Ki:  Mrs. 
Anna  Johnson,  of  Canideu.  Xew  Jersey,  with 
whom  the  mother  makes  Iut  liome:  Mrs.  llani|>- 
l.Mi.  of  Millville.  Xew  .Jersey  :  and  Mrs.  Comer, 
i.r  SJiemeld,  rennsvlvaniii.     Viilo  Mr.  and  Mi's. 


liav. 


ighl 


lildn'ii 


Wil- 


liam C.,  boru  April  'i-i.  ISdS:  Anna  M.,  Oeio- 
ber  1«,  IHH*:  Mary  F.,  (MoIht  1.  1S7i;:  Mat- 
lie  J.,  August  IH,  1S7!I;  I'r.'d  .1..  November 
•i."i,  ISSl;  Klla  A..  F.O.niary  ■»!.  IS.SI;  Howard 
K..  June  (i,  ISSS:  and  IJutli  Amy.  April  14, 
ISiPii.  The  family  eirele  yet  n-maius  unbroken 
liy  (lie  Jiaiul  of  death.  'I'lic  parents  ari'  meni- 
l-Ts  of  tW  Melbodist  ebureli  and  in  his  polit- 
ieal  views   Mr.  Ilraham  is  a   DumoiTat. 

.Many  ehauges  liave  oerurr..!  since  he  arrived 
ill  the  county,  especially  in  the  manner  of  liv- 
ing iind  the  melhods  of  fariuine.  as  well  as  in 
ihe  general  .level..).uu.ni  of  ibe  county.  Jlr. 
tirahaui  was  the  first  man  that  blanki'ted  a 
horse  while  it  waw  sliindiug.  he  adopting  this 
method  while  his  iu>rse  stood  during  the  church 
servici^s  that  he  atlende.l  at  flie  CumU-rland 
l>ri'si.tenan  church  ai  Irisii  (in.vc.  The  firsi 
funeral  which  be  attended  in  this  county  was 
tiuit  of  Albert  Stone,  in  SeptemlHT.  l«r.K.  At 
that  time  then.'  were  no  sjiring  wagons  in  use 
in  the  surrounding  country,  oidy  Innda-r  wag- 
ons, and  the  l>ody  was  taken  lo  ibe  grave  in 
one  of  these  and  interred  in  the  boiiie  burying 
ground  near  the  timln-r.  Sixteen  yeai-s  later 
.\llKTt  Stone's  nnele  .lobn  was  buried,  and  in 
the  funeral  ]in)eession  of  over  a  tlnril  of  a  mile 
in    length    theiT   were  only   seen    tbi-ec    luudier 


wagons,  the  |ieo|)lc  having  s|)ring  wagons,  car- 
riages and  buggies,  while  the  remains  were  car- 
ried to  the  grave  in  a  hoarse.  All  this  showe 
bow  rapidly  the  work  of  progress  and  improve- 
ment was  carried  on.  .Vt  the  time  of  his  ar- 
rival in  the  county  Mr.  Graham  had  a  capital 
of  only  throe  hundred  dollars,  but  making  ju- 
dicious investment  of  his  funds  and  carefully 
lmsban<ling  liis  resources  as  the  years  have  gone 
by,  he  is  now  iu  gtwid  circumstances. 


HICllAHl)  HATTKUTOX. 

CeiLtral  Illinois  iia>  always  been  the  place  of 
residence  of  Hicbard  Battei-ton.  who  is  now 
living  u|H)n  a  farm  in  ]{oek  Cri'ck  precinct,  not 
far  friuLi  tbc  siic  of  I'eiershnrg.  Me  was  born 
ill  Siinganuni  county.  July  1!),  iHlW,  and  is 
a  sou  of  William  aiul  Kliica  ((iaiues)  Barter- 
ton,  natives  of  Virginia  and  of  Irish  llesecnt, 
who.  on  leaving  the  (Hd  hominion,  n-movcd  to 
Keulucky  am)  after  residing  iu  that  state  for 
a  time  came  to  Illinois,  establishing  their  home 
in  Sangamon  ecuinly.  The  father  was  a  farmer 
and  slock-rai,-er,  nnd  always  followed  that  pur-  . 
suit  in  order  to  |)roiide  for  his  family.  lie 
died    in    1H'.>2   al   the   advamvd   age  of  cighty- 

his  junior,  dji'd  iu  l!Mi-»  al  the  age  of  eighty- 
eight  years.  Both  <-oiitinm'd  r.'sident.s  of 
Sangamon  county  ii|.  to  tlie  lime  of  their  de- 
mise and  were  ehiswd  with  its  representative 
I'irmcer  M'tflers  wbo  took  a  helpful  |mrl  in  its 
early  {ievelo])menl.  Iliehard  Batterton  is  ihe 
s>'c-iuid  in  order  of  birib  iu  a  family  of  ten 
ciiildren.  all  of  wlumi  lived  to  U'  gnmn.  The 
others  are  Mailison,  wbo  maki-s  his  home  near 
Salisbury.  Illinois;  HoIm'H.  who  served  with  his 
bmther  Madison  in  the  Civil  war  and  died  some 
years  later  from  Ihe  effeels  of  exjiosui-e  while 
in  Ihe  army:  Amy.  now  the  wife  of  John  WelK 
a  n-sjdent  of  Atlanta.  Missouri :  Mildred,  the 
wife  of  Daniel  Polbam.  of  Salisbury,  Illinois; 
Maria,  the  wife  of  T.  0.  Miller,  who  lives  near 
Salisbury:  Henry  Clay,  wbo  makes  his  home 
one  mile  west  of  our  suhjoet  in  Menard  county; 
Sarah,  wife  of  Charles  Parker,  a  resident  of 
Carlwright    towiishij).    Sangamon   county,    Illi- 
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nois;  Cliarlotta,  wife  of  Carl  Akers,  who  lives 
near  Salisbury;  and  William,  who  died  in  1))02. 

Richard  Battertou  pursued  his  preliminarj- 
pducation  in  a  log  sohoolhouse  in  his  native 
county  and  later  ho  continued  liis  studies  in  the 
schools  of  Salisbury,  He  was  trained  to  habits 
of  iudiistry  and  economy  upon  the  hotnc  farm 
and  was  taiijiht  the  [w»t  methods  of  cultivating 
the  He-ids.  After  putting  aside  his  text-books 
lie  continued  to  assist  his  father  in  the  farm 
work,  luit  later  took  a  trip  to  the  Rocky  moun- 
tains. He  visited  Denver  when  it  was  but 
a  small  place  and  could  have  bought  any  lot  in 
the  city  at  that  time  for  ten  dollars.  His  trip 
to  the  west  convinced  him,  howevei',  that  lie 
preferred  central  Illinois  as  a  place  of  resi- 
dence and  after  his  return  to  tills  state  he 
resumed  farming,  which  he  iias  since  carried 
on.  He  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  at 
Salisbury  for  tlm-e  years  prior  to  his  uiarriage, 
being  associated  in  this  business  with  his  brother 
Madison  and  together  they  kept  imchelnr's  hall. 

Richard  Batterton  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Permillia  Ann  Miller,  who  was  bom 
Ai)ril  18,  1830,  in  Menard  couuty.  the  only 
ciiild  of  William  R.  and  Eliza  (Jackman)  Mil- 
ler, who  came  to  Menard  county  during  the 
early  girlhood  of  Jfrs.  Batterton.  The  mother 
died  when  her  daughter  was  quite  I'oiing.  Our 
subject  and  his  wife  were  married  April  '■■>, 
1S62,  and  unto  them  have  been  born  five  sons, 
who  are  still  living  ami  all  of  whom  arc  now 
grown,  the  eldest  being  thirty-seven  years  of  age 
and  the  youngest  twenty-two.  These  are  AiIhtm, 
Murrv,  Klijali,  Charlie  and  Homer.  Mnrry, 
Elijah  and  Charlie  arc  all  married  and  Murry 
resides  in  Petersburg,  Elijah  in  Athens  and 
Charlie  in  Chicago.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Batterton 
also  lost  three  children  in  early  youth. 

Mr.  Batterton  yet  follows  general  agricul- 
tural pursuits  and  stiiek-raising  and  is  one  of 
the  extensive  landowners  in  Menard  county, 
having  five  hundred  and  fifty  acn's  of  rich  land, 
which  he  has  transformed  into  a  splendid  farm, 
etpiipped  with  all  modem  conveniences.  He 
has  a  beautiful  home  in  the  midst  of  well  kept 
grounds  and  in  the  rear  of  this  dwelling  are 
substantial  barns  and  outbuildings  for  the  shel- 
ter of  grain  and  stock.  These  in  turn  are 
surrounded  bv  well  tilled   fields  and  there   is 


every  evidence  of  the  supervision  of  a  careful 
and  progressive  owner.  Jlr.  Batterton  has  al- 
ways been  a  stauch  Republican,  save  that  lie 
votixl  once  for  Horace  Grei-ley  and  twice  for 
Bryan.  His  wife  ixtlongs  to  the  Baptist  church, 
but  his  prefcR'nce  is  for  the  Christian  church. 
He  has  served  as  school  director  in  his  district 
for  a  minilKT  of  years  and  the  cause  of  edu- 
cation finds  in  him  a  warm  friend,  he  putting 
forth  every  effort  in  his  power  to  advance  tiie 
cause  of  Hie  si'hools  and  promote  their  efficiency. 
The  occupation  to  which  he  was  reared  he  has 
made  his  life  work  and  because  of  his  per- 
sistency of  pur|H)se  in  following  one  pursuit, 
added  to  his  untiring  industry  and  sound  busi- 
ness judgment,  he  has  won  the  success  that 
makes  him  a  suiistantial  farmer.  Moreover,  he 
enjoys  the  ros|)ect  of  his  fellow  men  because  hie 
life  has  been  in  conformity  to  upright  bnsiness 
ethics  and  he  has  l>een  ever  true  to  his  duty  in 
the  various  relations  in  which  he  has  l>een 
placed. 


GEORGE  G.  WARIXCt. 

Gi'orge  G.  Waring,  an  honored  and  highly 
esteemed  citinen  of  Menard  county  residing 
mar  .Atterlierry,  was  born  in  Hutchess  coun- 
ty. New  York,  on  the  15tb  of  July.  ISl.".. 
a  son  of  Charles  and  Abigail  Hones  Waring. 
When  only  two  years  old  he  removed  with  his 
pan'iits  to  Rochester,  that  stale.  Being  left 
an  orphan  when  quite  young  he  was  reared  by  - 
his  grandparents  and  in  early  life  learned  the 
cooper's  trade,  following  that  pursuit  in  Roch- 
ester and  after  his  removal  to  Cbillicothe,  Ross 
county,  Ohio,  in  18.'!4.  He  started  in  life  with- 
out any  means  whatever  and  never  had  any 
financial  aid  or  assistance.  In  speaking  of  his 
early  career  he  says  that  be  can  now  look  back 
and  wonder  how  he  ever  got  through  to  his  pres- 
ent age  with  no  one  to  look  after  him  or  to  be 
interested  in  his  welfare  since  he  was  twelve 
years  old. 

In  18.')1  Mr.  Waring  came  to  Illinois,  makiug 
the  journey  by  wagon  from  his  old  home  in 
Ohio.  He  settled  in  Jfenanl  county  on  the 
fann  where  he  now  resides.  This  propertj"  was 
nnlv  partially  improved  when  it  came  into  his 
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possession,  but  he  at  ouce  turned  his  attention 
to  its  further  development  and  cultivation  and 
converted  it  into  a  good  farm.  As  the  years 
passed  he  kept  adding  to  his  property  from 
time  to  time  until  he  now  owns  about  four 
hundred  acres  of  valuable  farming  land. 

In  1837  Mr.  Waring  married  Miss  Elizabeth 
Clark,  who  was  born  in  Ohio,  February  15, 
1816,  and  died  January  31,  1880.  They  lie- 
came  the  parent!!  of  the  following  children: 
John  IL,  a  rei^iilent  of  Leavenworth,  Kansas; 
William  C,  of  Springfield.. Illinois;  Lambert 
D.,  of  Chester,  N"ebra.ska;  Mary  A.,  now  Mrs. 
George  Codington,  of  Tallnla,  Illinois;  Sarah 
F,.,  deceased  wife  of  George  Struhle,  of  Mem- 
phis. Missouri ;  Delilah,  widow  of  John  Coding- 
ton, of  Auhnrn,  K'ebraska;  Caroline  E.,  wife 
of  George  Harding,  of  Menard  county;  George 
.-\..  who  is  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  volume; 
and  Charles  W.,  of  San  Francisco,  California. 

Although  now  eighty-nine  years  of  age  Mr. 
Waring  is  still  hale  and  hearty.  lie  has  a  good 
education,  is  a  man  of  unusually  good  habits 
and  disposition  and  possesses  a  good  memory. 
He  well  remembers  witnessing  .S'nm  Patch's 
last  leap  into  the  Xiagara  Falls  in  Sovemher, 
182!>.  By  his  ballot  he  supports  the  men  and 
measures  of  the  Democratie  party,  but  has 
]w\OT  cared  for  political  honors.  He  is  widely 
and  favorably  known  throughout  tin;  eonnty 
and  is  held  in  the  highest  regard. 


WILLIAM  COHKK. 

William  Cohee  was  Imrn  in  England,  March 
1~.  1800.  He  had  one  sister,  Sarah,  and  three 
half-brothers,  Richard  Bishoj),  John  Gooden 
and  Levi  Lee. 

William  Cohee  was  married  in  Delaware, 
October  1.7,  1H31.  and  his  wife  died  Oc- 
tober 20,  IS-^S,  when  their  daughter,  Mary 
.\nn.  was  but  five  days  old.  She  married 
Harry  Madison  about  the  year  1844.  Mr. 
Cohee  afterward  married  Miss  Sancy  Slaiigh- 
ter,  at  Dover,  Delaware,  October  12,  1824. 
She  was  of  Welsh  descent.  Of  this  union 
ten  children  were  born:  Rachel,  bom  in 
Delaware.  August  25,  1827,  died  when  only 
a  few  months  old;  Sarah  was  bom  in  Dela- 
ware,   September    3,    1830;    Lydia,    bom    in 


Pennsylvania,  May  1,  1832,  became  the  wife 
of  William  Thomas,  of  Menard  county,  Illi- 
nois, and  resides  in  Oakford;  W.  T.,  born  in 
Pennsylvania,  Februarj'  13,  1834,  and  now  liv- 
ing in  Crowell,  Nebraska,  married  Miss  Marie 
Hall,  March  Hi,  186G;  C.  A.,  born  in  Ohio, 
October  .">.  ls;t8,  and  now  in  Beenier,  Nebraska, 
married  Miss  Minerva  Cannon,  a  native  of 
Illinois;  Elizabeth,  born  in  Indiana,  October 
14,  1840,  became  the  wife  of  Calvin  McKee, 
who  died  June  20.  1878,  and  after  his  death 
married  C.  P.  Elliott  and  now  resides  in  Oak- 
ford;  Louisa,  born  in  Indiana,  March  5,  1842, 
died  February  19,  18f>G;  John,  born  in  Illi- 
nois, February  20,  184.0,  died  October  5.  18.51; 
II.  C.  bora  in  lUinois,  August  1.  1843,  and 
now  living  near  Oakford,  was  married  ilarch 
14,  18TB,  to  Miss  Bettie  Brown,  a  native  of 
Illinni.s;  and  Ann,  now  living  in  Norfolk.  Ne- 
braska, was  born  in  Illinois  May  5,  IS.'tl,  and 
was  married  October  18,  1808.  to  W.  A.  King, 
a  native  of  Illinois,  who  died  October  14,  1003. 

William  Cohee  was  a  miller  by  trade  and 
worked  in  a  mill  to  some  extent  after  coming 
to  Menard  county,  in  1842,  being  employed  at 
Robinson's  mill  on  Clary  creek.  He  rented 
land  of  Samuel  Watkins  for  three  years  and 
then  bought  land  in  Sandridge  precinct,  Me- 
nard county,  living  thereon  until  his  death, 
March  17,  18.')2.  He  and  his  second  wife  were 
both  l)uried  on  the  farm.  After  his  death  his 
widow  married  .'"hn  Dart  and  only  lived  until 
February  19,  1867. 

William  Cohw  iiought  land,  built  a  log 
cabin  in  which  to  shelter  his  family  and  then 
began  breaking  the  wild  prairie  that  he  might 
plant  his  croj).  He  cut  his  timber  for  the 
bouse,  made  rails  for  fencing  his  place  and  used 
oxen  in  plowing.  As  time  passed  his  fields  be- 
gan to  yield  golden  grain  and  his  farm  took 
cm  the  appearance  of  a  highly  cultivated  tract 
of  land.  Leaving  Menard  county  he  went  to 
Missouri,  where  he  s]>ent  a  year,  but  on  the  ex- 
piration of  that  period  he  returned  to  this 
locality  and  resumed  general  agricultural  pur- 
suits, and  in  connection  with  the  filling  of  the 
soil  he  engaged  in  the  raising  of  cattle,  hogs 
and  horses.  He  continued  at  this  until  his 
di^ath.  He  was  a  \'ery  busy,  useful,  active 
inn,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  Ije  owned 


'  of   his  death   he  owned    . 
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two  liiuifli'dl  ain's  iif  hiDil  iJii  niiivli  hus 
a  i-oiiiforial)l('  hoiiic,  swrrouiiili-il  hy  fruit  and 
^■IiikU'  trws  wf  lijs  (iwii  iilantiiifT.  Ho  also 
dill  his  own  liuU-lu-riii^  mul  Kfter  killiiijf 
hin  hoys  would  ilrive  with  a  load  of  meat  to 
Bcanlstowii  market,  «'ll  it  iit  two  and  a  luilf 
ci'iiis  per  [wund  drwiu'd.  and  u]ioii  his  n'turn 
iic  ttouhl  ln'iiijra  load  of  iiu'ri-liaii(li!'i'  [roiii  thiit 
])hic.- 1.>  lhi>  men  at  I'.'t.Tshurt;.  At  hi^  dnith  Ills 
tcmaiii-  wtTv  iiitiTrcil  ii|h)ii  the  olil  fanu  near 

hir'i  n.'stiiit;  [ilaiT,  and  when  liis  wife  was  t-ailod 
froiu  this  life  her  rt'inniiiE  wtTC  laid  hv  his  side. 
TIk'v  were  fjreatlv  res|iwled  hy  all  their  npifjli- 
iiors  and  many  friends,  Mr.  Coliee  <rave  lii^ 
IHililieal  alle^anve  to  the  Wlii'i  |iarty. 

Henry  (,'.  t'ohee  was  horn  in  ilenard  county, 
Illinois.  Aii'.'iist  1.  IS-IS,  and  worked  on  the 
fann  with  .his  slep-falher  unlil  fourteen  years 
of  aj;e.  He  attendol  si'lmol  tliroujiii  the  winter 
nmnihs  wiien  his  assistance  was  not  needed  in 
the  liehb.  ]n  the  early  days  he  freijueiitly 
•  ■nuajied  in  hunting,  shootinj;  fjeesc,  ihieks  and 
turkeys,  whieh  he  shipped  to  SprinjiJii'ld  and 
Peoria.  This  proved  ijiiite  a  profitable  source 
of  remuneration,  his  sales  at  limes  Hni'iuuliiig 
to  as  mueh  as  sixty  dollars  in  a  single  nioiitli. 
He  shot  as  many  as  ei;r!ity  <lueks  in  a  day. 
After  his  father's  death  he  went  to  live  with 
f.  J.  lleDole,  workinn  for  his  hoard  during  the 
winter  months  with  the  privilege  of  attending 
sc-hool.  lie  was  thus  employed  nntil  sixteen 
\ears  of  iigo.  after  whieh  iie  worked  for  E. 
Lownshery  at  a  salary  of  si\ttrn  dollars  ]ier 
month,  Later  he  was  employed  hy  Hiehard 
(iaines  at  thirty  dollars  ))er  nioiilh.  He  ue\t 
li\ed  with  Mr.  Brown  through  the  winter  and 
in  the  following  spring  hegnn  working  for  ilr. 
I.ownsherv  at  twentv-six  dollars  per  month. 
The  last"  man  for  whom  he  worked  hy  the 
Tnontli  was  David  W.  Brown  and  later  he  iM'gan 
operating  ^Ir.  Brown's  farm  tin  shares,  Sub- 
sei|nently  he  Imught  the  interest  of  some  of  the 
other  heirs  in  the  old  homestead  plaee  and  is 
now  o[M'rating  ahout  two  hiindn'd  neres  of  the 
rieii  land.  He  raises  the  eereiili'  which  thrive 
hest  in  this  soil  and  he  also  has  almut  five  aeres 
of  hmd  jdanted  to  small  fruits,  includtn!; 
strawherries.  Idaeklierries  and  raspberries. 

On  the  14lli  of  March,  1S78,  Mr.  ColK-e  was 


iL.arrifd  t..  Miss  Betlie  Hi-own,  a  daLighi.-r  of 
Leander  .(.  anil  MargaR-t  (Ix>wnsk-ry)  Bntwn. 
Her  father,  who  was  \viTn  in  Chenuing  nmntv, 
.N'ew  York,  was  idso  a  fanner  und  stix'k-raisiT 
and  engaged  in  the  Imi'diuj,'  of  line  horsi's. 
He  came  to  the  west  with  his  jHirents  and  re- 
mained at  home  np  to  the  tinu'  of  his  marriage 
ii,  l.s:!li  to  Miss  Betsey  l.ownshery,  who  died 
eight  months  lati'r,  Dn  the  ■.;-.>d  of  October. 
is;i:.  he  wa>  joined  in  wedlock  lo  Miss  Mar- 
piri't  I.ownshery,  who  was  also  a  native  of 
Chemuug  .■oiint.v.  New  York.  Mr.  ISrown  i.uili 
a  log  hoiis.-  ami  began  farming  for  him>i-lf. 
Suhseijuently  he  ]nirehased  the  interest  of  his 
brothers  and  sisters  in  the  old  homiTitead  farm 
and  was  known  for  nniny  vears  as  a  prosjterons 
agricnlturisi  of  the  conimiinity,  having  two 
hundnil  and  forty  acres  of  valuable  land  at 
the  time  of  bis  death.  He  remained  a  resident 
of  this  county  for  aUint  tbirty-fonr  years,  hav- 
ing arrived  in  1S:{-^.  while  bis  death  here  oi- 
curred  on  the  ISth  of  I-'e!>rnary.  Ifitiii.  Hit. 
widow  yet  survives  and  now  lives  with  her 
.laughter.  Mrs.  Colue.  Mr.  Brown  was  a  Demo- 
crat in  politics  and  was  a  man  of  most  hon- 
orable and  iijirigbt  principh's,  who  espoused 
the  eanse  of  f'hristianity  and  in  liis  life  ex- 
emplified its  faith.  He  won  the  love  of  not  only 
his  immediate  family,  hut  of  bis  neighlM)rs  and 
friemls  and  bis  genuine  worth  was  ri'cognizol 
by  all  who  knew  him.  By  bis  si'eond  marriage 
be  had  ten  ebildren.  of  whom  ihn'e  are  now- 
living,  the  sisters  of  JIrs,  Cohei>  being  Sophia. 
who  is  the  widow  of  William  Burton  and  re- 
sides in  Oakford,  Menard  connty ;  and  Julia, 
the  wife  of  PhaHes  Colson.  who  residc^s  near 
Oakford. 

The  home  of  Mr,  and  Mrs.  t'ohee  has  lieeii 
blessed  with  nine  children:  Xancy  E„  Uirn 
January  1.1,  1879:  William  C,  bom  XovemlviT 
1,  issii;  (ine  that  was  Iwm  in  18S:(  and  diet 
in  early  infancy;  Robert  S.,  who  was  born  June 
2-i.  ^fi>^.%  and  died  Xovember  2-i.  1S87;  Elifls 
('..  horn  ReptcndKT  5,  188*;  Maggie  E.,  born 
Oetolx-r  14.  1889;  Leander  J.,  horn  April  19. 
1892:  Anna  J,,  bom  Jnne  4.  189.'),  and  died 
December  Ifi,  1899;  and  Bessie,  who  was  hom 
January  10.  1899,  and  died  on  the  14tb  of  F.-h- 
ruary,  following, 

Henry  C.  Cohee  exercised  his  right  of  fran- 


D131- 


iccl^y  V-iV.H»VH^ 


I'AST  AND  I'KKSKNT  OF  MENAltD  CUrXTV 


519 


diisi;  ill  sii|iiHMl  of  tin-  iiii-ii  jiiid  iiini^uivs  t>i 
tlif  DfiiiDL-riii'V  iiiiii  iliiviiif;  iln-  finiiliT  [inrt 
yf  iliL'  tiiiif  ri>r  the  iiiist  thirly  vciii>  \w  1ms 
s<.-m-.t  rtw  ;i  iiu'intjcr  ..f  tin-  scliool  lx»ir.i.  iW- 
Imw  iicviT  siniglit  or  (iisirwl  jmblic  otlUr,  liuw- 

■  ■ncr}.'ii's  iipiui  liis  Imsini'ss  nffjiirs  iinii  liirougli 
III.'  carcl'iil  c"!].!!!*'!  •>(  his  fjiniiiii<r  intiTi'st:-  In- 
li;is  ixjtimu-  "iio  of  Ilio  .-^uUstaiitiiil  ii;;ri.iilliirists 
nf  t!i<>  luiirTtv  ill  wiii,-ii  his  <Titin.  lif,-  luis  Ikvii 


UN, 1,1AM  H.  HUliaiTOX. 

WilliiiMi  II.  lIoiij-liKni  is  thv  uwn.r  uf  fmii- 
limidvcil  acn's  of  liiiid  in  Tiilliilii  [.rccinct  tlisit 
1;  ri(-li  ami  |n>nliu'liv(-  nud  his  iimliiiiloil  at- 
uiitiini  is  jrivcn  m  fiinn  work  witli  iliu  ri'suLi 
ll.at  a  ^mitifyiiiji  nifasiiru  ui  sinri'ss  1ms  tit- 
U'»iW*\  liis  .-irorts.  He  is  oiu'  of  :M.-iianl  i-.mii- 
ly's  native  suns,  his  litrth  liaviiif;  oci'iirri'il  ill 
IVtiTsljiirfT  i.Ti  the  ■^Dtli  of  SciuctiiIkt,  l^-^;!l. 
His  futli,']-.  William  {■.  Jl.iu-hton.  was  Iporii 
ill  KftiiiLclcy.  .(illy  1."..  1H14.  and  was  ol  Enj;- 
lish  linuii^'i'.  Tlif  ]iatcnial  jjrand fatlicr,  Charles 
Ilnii^hUm.  will)  was  hiirn  in  Enjiland,  becanii' 
..lie  (if  tlu-  rarly  rfsidcnis  of  Menanl  county. 
arriviiifr  h.-rc  with  his  family  ahout  lH-il.  He 
ostal.lisluil  his  h.mu-  on  ]{<K'k  crci-k  and  licrc 
followcil  farming.  On  R'acliing  nianliood  Wil- 
liam ('.  Ilonfzliton  was  niarrii'd  in  this  county 
10  Miss  Julia  Ann  Maltl.y,  who  was  horn  in 
New  York,  Kchrnary  ."..  ISIS,  and  caim;  to 
Slt'imnl  r-onnty  alHint  if^i":  with  lirr  [laiTuts, 
.Irssr  and  Sylvia  (llolk-y)  Malthy.  who  were 
also  iiativi's  of  the  Kiiiiiiri-  slate,  tlic  fifniiiT 
iMn-ii  Manii  i",.  i:«l,  and  flic  latter  Manli  :!!. 
\','.n.  The  Maltliy  family  lirsr  settled  in  the 
San^-amon  river  liotloin.  hnt  after  irsiilinn  there 
for  nevi'ra!  years  tonk  np  their  aiiode  n[Hin  (ho 
fiirni  just  aemss  the  roail  from  wherr  onr  suli- 
jeet  now  liv.-s.  There  Mr.  ^[altl)y  died  al«iit 
18.')!).  al  the  a;.-.-  of  seventy- live  years,  and 
his  wifi'  passed  away  Keliniary  T.  ISKi.  when 
ahont  fiftv-fivc  rears  old.  Afti^r  his  marriage 
William  ('.  Honjihton  loeated  on  th<-  ohi  honu- 
stead  now  oecupipd  hy  our  suliject  and  risidi-d 
there  until  his  death,  which  oeeurred  in  180.1. 
He  was  a  faithful  meiiiher  of  the  Christian 
dnireh  and   a   prominent  Ee|nihlioan,  holding 


morl  ol  ihc  county  ottices.  J  lis  widow  is  now 
liviiifi:  with  our  suhjwt,  who  is  the  only  sur- 
vivor of  their  ^L-vvn  ehildrcn. 

Kcared  under  the  jjurental  niof,  William  H. 
Houghton  actjiiircil  liis  iilueation  at  the  Farm- 
ers Point  district  school  in  .Mcnanl  county  and 
when  his  attention  was  not  oecujtied  by  his 
tc\t-l,ooks  his  time  was  largely  devol«l  to  the 
work  of  tilling  tiie  soil  on  the  old  family  home- 
siifiil.  He  !ias  always  carried  on  farming  oa 
this  place  and  in  connection  with  the  raising 
of  grain  he  has  mad<-  a  specially  of  the  rais- 
ing of  stock,  including  draft  and  road  horses. 
He  is  thoroughly  familiar  witli  the  best  meth- 
ods of  cultivating  the  soil  and  improving  the 
grade,"  of  stock  and  in  Imlli  iiniuehes  of  his 
business  is  meeting  with  gratifying  and  cred- 
itable success.  His  farm  comprises  four  hun- 
dred acres  of  land,  much  of  which  is  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation  and  gives  evidcure 
of  his  careful  supervision  and  progressive 
methods. 

On  the  -^(Itb  of  October.  ISTO,  at  the  home 
of  the  bride's  mother,  two  miles  north  of  Pe- 
tiTsiiurg,  occurred  the  marriage  of  William  H, 
Houghlon  and  Miss  .\gnes  Park.  Her  parents 
were  .lames  and  llebecen  (Purdon)  Park,  who 
were  imni.  n'ared  and  marrie<l  in  Scotlaod  and 
continued  to  make  their  home  in  that  country 
until  after  the  birth  of  all  of  their  children. 
In  lSfi;(  they  brought  their  family  to  Aineriea 
and  settled  near  Peiersburg  in  Menard  county, 
where  the  father  at  tirst  rented  land,  but  after- 
ward Iwnght  a  farm  which  he  efuitimied  to  ope- 
rate u]»  to  the  time  of  his  death  in  lA'Tli.  His 
wife  long  survived  him  and  jiassed  away  in 
lH!i;i.  They  wen'  Presbyterians  in  religions 
lielief  and  he  was  a  Hepublican  in  |iolities,  hnt 
always  refused  public  ofhee.  In  their  family 
were  nine  children,  of  whom  five  are  still  liv- 
ing, namely:  Itebeeca.  now  the  widow  of  Wil- 
liam Finley  and  a  resident  of  Menard  county; 
.\nna.  wife  of  .\nthony  Clark,  of  Bement,  Hli- 
nois;  Andn'w.  who  lives  two  miles  north  of 
Petersburg;  Margaret,  widow  of  George  Hollis 
and  a  resident  of  Menard  county;  and  Agnif, 
wife  of  our  subject. 

Six  children  have  been  bom  unto  Mr.  and 

Mrs.  Houghton:     Kate  Ann.  born  March  26, 

1RT8.  was  married  December  30.  1897',  to  Al- 
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vin  Miller,  who  travels  for  a  iiardware  firm 
and  makes  liis  home  in  Centralia,  lilinois; 
James  William,  born  November  21,  1880,  was 
marriiKl  Octolier  11,  1902.  to  Hattie  Juh],  a 
daughter  of  Andrew  Juhl,  and  resides  on  the 
first  farm  east  of  his  father's  home,  the  land 
iK'loiiging  to  his  father;  Frank  I^'slie,  born 
Jlarcii  T,  1882,  was  married  January  7,  1904, 
to  flail  Camplidl,  a  daughter  of  John  Camp- 
bell, and  is  now  living  in  Sangamon  county 
near  Pleasant  Plains,  wheie  he  follows  the 
oceujmtion  of  fanning  in  eonnertiou  with  his 
father-in-law;  Charles,  born  November  7,  1883, 
ia  attending  school  at  Farmers  Point;  Mary 
Vemeeua,  born  August  2^,  18ST,  has  eomplet- 
ed  the  common  school  wurse  in  the  home  dis- 
trict and  is  now  a  student  in  Millikin  Uni- 
versity at  Decatur,  Illinois;  and  Helen,  bom 
Febmarv  8.  1895,  is  attending  the  district 
school  near  her  father's  home. 

Mr.  Houghton  exercises  his  right  of  fran- 
chise in  support  of  the  men  and  measures  of 
the  Hepublican  party  and  keeps  well  informed 
on  the  <]uestionB  and  issues  of  the  day.  Ho  has 
served  as  highway  coinmissioner  and  as  scliool 
diriictor.  He  does  not  belong  to  any  church, 
but  attends  the  services  of  the  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  church.  His  entire  life  has  been 
passed  in  the  vicinity  of  I'etersburg  and  he 
lias  a  wide  acquaintance  in  the  county  seat 
and  throughout  the  surrounding  district  where 
his  genuine  worth  has  won  recognition  in  the 
high  regard  that  is  uniformly  extended  him 
bv  his  many  friends. 


I..  E.  BLANR.  D.  D.  S. 

Dr,  ]..  E.  Blane.  one  of  the  successful 
deiiti^ls  of  Menard  county,  having  a  large  and 
growing  prnctice  in  (Jreenvicw,  was  born  in 
this  counly,  on  the  11th  of  Jrareh,  1878.  his 
parents  iMntig  John  P.  and  Mary  A.  (Bracken) 
Hliine.  Dr.  Blane  began  his  eduealiou  in  the 
Ijublic  ^cb(M)!s  of  flivenvicw  and  completed  the 
high  school  course  by  graduation  with  the  class 
of  lS!)n.  He  afterward  entered  Die  Highland 
Military  Academy  at  Worccsfer,  Ma.=Siichu- 
setls.  where  be  was  graduated  in  1897  an<l  ibcn. 
deti-rmining  ujion  the  pm<'lice  of  dentistry  as 


a  life  work,  he  entered  the  dental  department 
of  the  Northwestern  University,  where  he  com- 
pleted a  full  course  by  graduation  in  the  class 
of  1900. 

He  located  at  once  for  practice  in  Green- 
view,  where  he  has  continuously  remained  and 
the  business  bus  constantly  grown  until  it  has 
i-eached  large  and  profitable  proportions.  He 
has  an  olTiee  well  supplied  with  the  latest  im- 
proved equi]inieuts  known  to  dentistry  and  he 
likewise  posses.-o's  the  nuvhunical  skill  and 
financial  ability  which  arc  so  necessary  to  suc- 
cess in  his  jirofession.  He  has  suffered  some 
reverses,  for  on  the  32d  of  June,  19IM).  bis 
oflice  was  wrecked  by  a  cyclone,  and  on  the 
;(Oth  of  Novendjcr.  1!)01,  a  disastrous  fire  oc- 
curred, burning  all  of  his  supplies,  but  with 
characteristic  energy  he  has  persevered  and  he 
is  to-day  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  capable 
dentists  of  Jlenard  county. 

On  the  23d  of  October,  1901.  was  celebrated 
the  marriage  of  Dr.  Blane  and  Miss  Clara  A. 
Tnipst,  a  daughter  of  E.  A.  and  Amanda 
(Kincaid)  Propst.  who  were  early  settlers  of 
this  county.  Unto  Dr.  and  ^frs.  Blane  has 
been  bom  one  son,  John  P.,  Jr.  The  parents 
are  memlKTS  of  the  Christian  church  and  Dr. 
Blane  is  also  identified  with  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, belonging  to  both  the  bine  lodge  and 
chapter.  He  is  likewise  a  member  of  Ix)yalty 
lodge.  No.  181,  K.  P..  and  Greenview  lodge. 
No.  4^'-1,  T.  0.  0.  F.  His-political  allegiance. 
is  given  to  the  Repnliliean  i)arty  and  as  every 
true  .Vmerican  citizen  should  do  he  keeps  well 
informed  on  the  issues  of  the  day  and  gives 
firm  allegiance  to  the  principles  which  he  be- 
lieves contain  the  best  elements  of  good  gov- 
ernment, but  he  has  never  sought  or  desired 
offiee.  [m-ferring  to  concentrate  his  energies 
u])on  his  profession,  in  which  he  has  already 
gained  for  himself  an  enviable  name  and  won 
creditalile  success. 


A.  R.  TEERY. 

One  of  the  more  active  and  entcr|)rising 
busin'vs  men  in  Menard  county  is  A.  R.  Terry, 
who  is  now  sneces,s fully  controlling  an  cxieu- 
sive  Inmlier  business,  thus  contributing  to  the 
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Digiiizodb,  Google. 


>,  Google 


PAST  AND  PRESENT  OF  MENAKD  COl'XTV 


.y>^ 


f-oiiinioroial  uplmildiiif;  of  tlic  L-(niiiiMinity  ns 
WL'll  as  to  liiri  individual  prosperity.  His  t'li- 
tiro  life  has  k'oii  jwssi'd  in  ilenard  county, 
wliiTL'  lie  was  Ixiru  on  the  3d  of  I'obruary,  lHliH, 
tho  family  home  Wmg  situated  on  township  IS, 
raii^'i'  (>.  Ho  is  a  repri'seiitatLve  of  an  old 
Vir;riuia  family  tliat  was  pstablifilied  in  the  Old 
Doiiiiuiou  whon  it  formed  a  part  of  the  colonial 
[lOfyji'ssioiiH  of  Groat  Britain.  The  grandfather, 
Tlionias  Terry,  who  was  born  in  Virginia,  re- 
iiiijvcil  to  Kciitiicky  and  there  spent  his  ri'- 
niiiiniiig  days.  Ho  was  a  blacksmith  l>y  trade 
but  duHiig  the  greater  part  of  his  life  he  gave 
Ills  attention  to  the  raising  of  tobacco.  He 
liaci  iiu  extensive  plantation  and  carried  on  a 
liirgc  luisini'ss  in  the  jiroductinu  of  that  com- 
modity. 

.lames  L.  Terry,  father  of  A.  R.  Terry,  was 
a\M>  born  in  A'irginia,  but  when  very  young 
was  taken  to  Kentucky  and  in  early  manhood 
i-anie  to  HlinoiP,  locating  first  in  Mason  coun- 
ty, ivhere  he  made  his  home  until  18.5(1,  wJieu 
he  came  to  Illinois,  settling  near  the  present 
town  of  Tice.  lie  secured  a  tract  of  land  tliere 
aiid  engaged  in  farming,  devoting  his  entire 
time  an(i  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits 
throughout  his  active  business  career.  He  mar- 
ried Mary  A.  Scott,  a  native  of  this  state)  and 
tlu'y  iiecame  the  parents  of  seven  children,  of 
whom  A.  R.  Terry  was  the  sisth  in  order  of 
birth.  Tlie  fatlier  died  in  October,  1881,  and 
his  wife  is  still  living. 

In  taking  up  the  personal  history  of  A.  R. 
Terry  we  jireseiit  to  our  readers  the  record  of 
one  who  is  widely  and  favorably  known  in  Jle- 
nard  county  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  his 
entire  life  has  In^en  passed  here  and  al^o  be- 
cause his  business  interests  have  l>een  of  an 
imijortant  character.  -\t  the  usual  age  he  en- 
tered the  district  schools,  and  through  the  pe- 
riod of  vacation  lie  was  trained  to  the  work 
of  the  farm.  He  still  conthiues  on  the  old 
homestead  and  has  always  carried  on  general 
farming  and  stock-raising,  meeting  with  good 
success.  His  fields  are  well  titled  and  j)roniise 
rich  harvests  and  in  his  pastures  and  feed  lots 
are  seen  good  grades  of  stock.  In  addition  to 
agricultural  pursuits  he  has  extended  his  la- 
bors into  another  field  of  activity,  being  now 
connected  with  tiie  oin-ration  of  a  sawmil!  and 


tlie  sale  of  Imubcr.  He  makes  a  specialty  of 
hardwood  luiuhcr  and  is  also  extensively  en- 
gaged in  furnishing  the  tinihers  used  l>y  rail- 
roads and  i-oal  mining  companii's.  His  trade 
iias  become  extensive  and  therefmv  protitHlile 
and  makes  heavy  demands  ujion  his  time. 

On  the  nth  of  JJeceuiber.  190],  Jlr.  Terry 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  Rood,  a 
native  of  Kansas,  whose  parents,  .lames  I',  ami 
Helen  Rood,  came  to  Illinois  in  1S8H.  The 
mother  is  now  living  in  Kendall  county,  but 
the  father  is  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Terry 
have  one  daughter,  Zeffa  Ehusc.  They  have  a 
pleasant  home,  noted  for  its  generous  and  at- 
tractive hospitality,  and  they  occupy  an  en- 
viable position  in  social  cireh's  where  intelli- 
gence and  true  worth  are  receii'ed  as  the  pass- 
jiorts  into  good  society.  In  his  fraternal  rela- 
tions Mr.  Terry  is  connected  with  the  cajmlile 
and  prosperous  busiuess  men  of  the  county, 
and  hi.s  advaucement  is  largely  duo  to  his  i-ec- 
ognition  and  improvement  of  business  op|K)r- 
tunities.  There  is  no  deplorable  lack  of  en- 
ergy or  perseverance  in  his  make-up;  on  the 
contrary  those  fiualities  are  numbered  among 
his  salient  characteristics  and  have  made  his 
Inisiness  career  one  of  signal  sitccess. 


W.  J.  CHEAXEY,  M.  I). 
Dr.  AV.  J.  Chennoy,  general  medical  jiracti- 
tiouer  of  Petersburg,  now  serving  as  county 
])hysician  of  Menard  county,  was  Ixiru  October 
18,  1870,  ill  the  city  which  is  still  his  home. 
his  parents  being  James  W.  and  Sarah  C. 
(Houghton)  Oheaney,  the  former  born  near 
Ij'xington,  Kentucky,  and  the  latter  in  Me- 
nard r'ounly.  Illinois.  The  paternal  grand- 
father removed  from  Xew  England  to  Ken- 
lucky  at  an  early  day  and  there  reared  his 
family.  His  son  .Imnes  remained  at  homo  un- 
til eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he  went  to 
Louisville.  Kentucky,  where  he  learned  the  ear- 
in  liter's  trade,  after  which  he  n  moved  to  St. 
I.onii,  ^lissouri,  where  he  followed  that  pur- 
suit for  sonx'  time.  Subsiiiuently  he  came  to 
I'etersburg,  where  be  carried  on  ear|>ontering 
and  Imilding  for  a  number  of  yejirs,  being  thus 
activelv  associated  with  the  indiistriaV-interesta 
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mid  witii  tlM  iiii|.ruvfiiK-tit  of  tlie  litv.  In  lH;a 
]io  ivas  ehospn  by  his  fellow  towiiriiiicii  to  the 
otfife  of  county  treasurer,  in  wliich  he  served  for 
two  years,  and  upon  his;  retirement  from  Hiat 
position  he  went  upon  the  road  as  a  (raveiiiif; 
Milepuiaii.  He  was  very  siictTssfiil  in  thai  work 
jiud  was  therefore  enaliJed  to  eoinniand  a  large 
salary.  He  continiiwl  upon  the  road  until 
1890,  when  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  lum- 
jjcr  Inisines^s,  aihnittinfr  his  son  Ed  to  a  part- 
nership under  the  firm  name  of  K.  S.  Cheauey 
tt  Coniiiany,  and  the  Inmheryard  is  still  eon- 
liiicted  liy  the  son.  Mr.  Cheaney  was  a  lead- 
injr  pontraetor  mid  huilder  of  his  time  and  took 
an  active  part  in  tlio  improvement  of  the  city. 
He  possi'ssed  keen  foresipht.  Intsiness  enter|irisc 
and  sound  judpnient  and  in  trade  eircles  an'! 
in  social  life  eomnianded  tiie  resiK-et  and  good 
will  of  all  with  wiiom  he  cnmc  in  contact.  He 
died  Fi'i)riiary  31,  1901,  and  his  wife  is  yet 
living. 

Dr.  Cheaney,  the  youngest  of  tlieir  three  chil- 
dren, began  Ins  education  at  tlie  \isiial  age  in 
the  primary  seliool?  of  Peterslmrg  and  passed 
Micee-sively  through  the  different  grades  un- 
til JK'  had  ecnnpleted  the  iiigh  seliool  course. 
l)esiring  to  direet  liis  energies  into  a  lield  call- 
ing fi)r  intellectual  activity  and  offering  gcwd 
o])|iortunities  for  snccess,  he  took  U|)  the  study 
of  ine<liciue  and  surgery  in  the  iitlice  and  un- 
der the  (lireetion  of  Dr.  Whitley,  of  Peters- 
burg, who  is  still  a  sneeessful  practicing  ]iliy- 
s.cian  of  this  eity  and  wh.i  is  represented  else- 
wbei\.  in  thi.-  volume.  Dr.  Whitley  remained 
:\f  his  preceptor  for  four  years  and  he  then 
entcn-d  tiu  Itiisli  Medical'  Conege.  where  he 
completed  the  full  course,  being  gnuliuiteii  in 
Maveli.  ISICJ.  Hr.  CheaTiey.  having  won  the 
ItocUw  'd'  Mi'diciue  ilegre".  then  relnrncd  to 
Petersburg,  where  he  has  since  engaged  in  the 
-enernl  praeliee  of  medicine  and  surgery  with 
i\eellent  sncees-.  bi-i  labors  for  the  alleviation 
of  snlfering  lieing  attemled.  in  fhe  larg^e  ina- 
joritv  of  cases,  witli  the  desired  n*ult.  He  is 
a  numiber  nf  the  Menard  Counly  ;Medieid  So- 
ei''lv  and  the  Illinois  State  Medical  Society, 
i.iid  also  beh.n,-s  lo  th.^  Alumni  Assorialimi  of 
Itii-h    Medieal    College. 

llr.  Clu-an.-v  wii>  marrir.l.  January  -^(i.  ISDI, 
lu    Mi-    Lui'lla    Avr.>s.   nf    Athene.    Illinois,    a 


daughter  of  W.  B.  .\yres,  who  is  a  successful 
fiirnier  of  Menard  county.  Their  children  are 
Donald  Ayres.  Harold  and  AVilliam  .Jaines. 
'J'he  parents  have  a  wide  and  favorable  aeijuain- 
tanee  in  this  connty.  and  i)r.  Cheaney  is  prom- 
inent in  Masonry,  having  attaini'd  the  Knight 
Templar  degrei'.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  lodge  of  PeiiTsburg.  The 
interest  of  the  community  tending  toward  iml>- 
lie  advancement  and  improvement  receive  his 
hearty  endorsement  and  active  co-o]ieration, 
and  in  no  duty  of  eitizensliip  is  he  remiss. 
His  attention,  however,  is  most  largely  concen- 
trated njion  his  professional  duties  and  in  a 
calling  wlicR'  advanccnu'nt  dejiends  entindy 
upon  individual  merit,  lu'  has  gained  for  biin- 
sflf  an  e.\eellent  name. 


-lOHX  II.  L(lW.\SHi:i!Y. 

,Johji  1).  Lownsbcry.  who  is  extensively  and 
snceessfidly  enga^-ed  in  the  raising  of  stock, 
«as  bi>Mi  A])ri!  K.  IS.")!,  in  Oakford.  Illinois, 
and  represents  one  of  the  old  familiss  of  this 
slate,  his  paternal  grandfather  having  eonie 
to  Illinois  in  eomiiany  with  his  four  sons  and 
two  daughters.  Tins  number  included  .Mat- 
thew Lownsbery.  the  father  of  our  subji^t, 
who  was  iMirn  in  New  York,  .\fter  arriving 
al  years  of  maturity  he  wedded  Xaney  Over- 
stn'ct.  who  rejiresented  an  old  ^'est  A'irginia 
fannly.  This  worthy  coiijile  beeame  the  |ia- 
rents  of  eight  children,  namely:  Mary  wedded 
.lames  Hiids|K'th  and  tliey  resided  at  Concord, 
Illinois,  and  afterward  in  Missouri.  Itoth  are 
now  deceased,  however,  ami  they  left  live  chil- 
dren. .I.ihn  1).  is  the  second  in  order  of  iiirtli. 
Christopher  marrieil  .Mollie  Caldwell  and  is 
a  farnu'r  residing  near  Holyoke.  Colorado. 
Tiu'y  have  five  ehildren.  Xewton  nnirrit'd  Etta 
.\ltig.  by  whom  he  has  three  chihlren  and  he 
carries  on  farming  in  Sandridge  preeinet. 
I.eander  died  at  the  age  of  four  years,  ^lorris 
died  at  the  age  of  two  years.  One  died  in 
infancy,     :Mattie  di<'d  at  the  age  of  ten  years. 

John  D.  lx)wnslHTy  aetpiired  his  edneation 
in  the  conmion  sehools  of  Oakford  and  through- 
out his  entire  life  he  has  carried  on  general 
farming   and    stock-raising,    paining   practical 
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knowktlfie  of  tin-  linsiiu'ss  in  hk  furly  l.r.vliood  Liners  t.i  tlic  Mrtlio.iist  iliiirch  mid  liis  diuigli- 
diiys  tliniu^li  iIr'  assisnuii-e  wiiicli  ln'  rcii< it-red  rcr  ami  son  arc  im-nimTs  of  the  Cumberland 
his  fatlKT.  llf  lii-st  bcjiau  larniiiif;  on  liis  I'm-sliyti-rian  i-luirfh.  lie  has  met  with  a  fair 
i.wn  awmiu  on  a  tnn-t  of  land  cusl  of  Oak-  iiu'iisTirc  of  suncss  siidi  as  comw  in  return 
foid  that  heloiii^ed  to  his  father  am)  he  after-  for  ennu>st  and  well  delined  labor.  His  en- 
wan]  purc-liasi'd  llu-  inleresl  of  the  other  heirs  tire  life  has  iieen  [lassed  in  Oakford  towii- 
In  tiiat  [.roiierty.  He  there  liad  eighty-three  shi|>  au.l  he  is  known  iis  a  reiiiiide  and  sub- 
acres  whieh  lie'suh-eiiueutlv  ^old  anil  boufiht  stanli.il  Mli;^en. 
one  Inindred  aiid  lifly-live  acres  ti\e  milrs  wrsl 

of    IVtersburj;    thar    is    now    the    |.ro).erly    of  -    -      — 

Samuel  Watkins.      fiion  tlnit  farm  lie  lived  for 

twentv-two   vears.   .nakiufr   it  a   well   develo,.,-d  -'AMKS  MII.KS. 

|iro,|.erty.   but   he  soM    in    l!H):i   >ind    |inreliased  .lames  Miles  was  boru  in  Whitr  eounty,  llli- 

one    hundred    and    si.My    iieres    known    as    the  nois.  on  the  ■•."uli  of   N'ovendier,    IS-^->,  and   \a 

I-:iijiih    Armstroiij,'    farLii.    whieh    is    |ileasiint]y  a    son    of    (ieor-re    ("riah    and    June    (:M,'Coy) 

and    eonvenieutly    loealed    a    mile   am!    a    half  -Milcj'.     His   fatlu'r  was  b.irn  Mareh   'UK    llWi, 

w.Lithwesi  of  Oakford.      He  has  llie  farm  near-  in  Si.   Mary  eomity.  Maryland,  and  mi  ccuning 

Iv   :dl   eh-.ired   and   liis    lieMs  aiT   liijrhly  eulli-  to   Hliu<.is  in   1.S15  he  settled   in  While  i'onu- 

uited.  the  ■r.d.len  luir>ests  beiuf;  anmui'lly  gar-  iy.  where  he  was  nuirried  on  tli<>  ISth  of  .\'o- 

hiTed  as  tin-  ivstdt  of  bis  bii,<)rs.      He  also  rai.^es  vemk-r,  lH-il.  to  Mias  .lane  Mi'Coy.     She  was 

sloek.   niakinj;  a   sjieeialty   of   eiittlc  ami    hojjs  born  in  (in^enbrier  eoniLty.  West  \'iriiiuia.  No- 

and    llirou-h    this     means    adds    materially    lo  vember  1 1.  17!Hi.      In  \<.veniher.  IS'M.  (le.M-c 

bis  income.  f.    Mik-s   rem.jved   to    San;;anion   county.    Hli- 

Ou  the  Vlilli  of  HcenLlKU-.  \fi~->.  Mr.  I.owus-  nois.   >ind   settled    on    a    farm    six    miles    north 

hery  was  married  to  Miss  Melissa   M.    lviu}r.  a  of   Sjirinyfield.   where  he  enyafied    in   farmin;.' 

daughter  <d    Mm-shall    and     Kliza     (rabhvell)  and  slopk-niisint;  for  a  numU'r  of  years.     He 

KiufT.     Her   fatlier  was  a  native  of  Maysvillc.  often   drove  stock    to   Cliieatio.    that    being   bis 

KeTituekv.  ami  the  Cablwells  were  from  Ohio,  nean^.s!  market.     On  om-  of  th.-s^'  trips  to  I'hi- 

Hi>  came  lo  Illinois  when  be  was  bid  UveiLty-  cago.   lie    was   oirere.1   i'ighty  acres  of    land    in 

li\e  years  of  age  ami  was  inh^resled  in  farnnng  the  swamp  th.Te  for  a  hoi-se.  that  tract  being 

|)ursuits  in  .Menard  county.      Mis  daughter  Me-  now   in  ibe  very  heart  of  tlie  business  part  of 

lissa  was  lorn  in  Oakford.  Xoveudier  i;t.  |H.-,:i.  the  .'ity.      His  wife  die.!    Dwend.er    l-l.    IS-W. 

ami  pnisuol  her  eduealion  in  tlu'  seiiools  there,  ami    b<-   pass.-.l    away    at    Ibe   Iiouk-  of    his   son 

I'nto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ij.wm^hery  have  Ihhii  l-mi  -liinns  near  Petersburg  on  the  1!Hb  of  ^klardi. 

ihr...'  ebihlrcn.     Hardin    A..   Uirn    S<'ph-mber  ISH->.  lacking  one  day  of  being  eighty-six  years 

111.  I.st:!.  married  Lilli<'  -lohnson.  a  resident  of  ol'  age. 

Macim    county,    ilissouri.   living     near     Klhel.  Having  removed  wiih   bis  iiarents  to  San"a- 

He  is  u  farmer  and  s|.Hk-rais,'r.  owning  .i  good  ,„„„  ,.„,„|ty.  .),inu>s  Miles  livi^l  in  that  eonnty 

tract  of  lami  ami  ihey  have  two  children.  Or-  „|,,j|    i,,,    i,,,^    grown,    and    hiter    removed    li» 

ville  .1.  ami   Handd.      l-;ila  nuirrie.1  John   H.-l-  Menard  .-mmty.  where  on  tbe  .■>tb  of  .Tannary. 

hf.  a    farmer    residing  abrmt    two  ami   a    half  i,s4.->.  be  was  joim-d  in  marriage  to  Miss  Aiimi 

miles    northeast  of   .\ttprberry,  and    tln'y   had  Smith,  who  was  born  in  the  state  of  Now  Y(irk 

thr.'..  childn^n.  Karway.  live  years  of  age ;   Piiul  Deeember  :j.    \nn.     To  this   union  were  horn 

H..  .Iewase.1:  and  T^ui.se.  now  hut  a  year  old.  ^j^  children,  naniply:     Mi's,  :Mary  Jano  Hunl; 

Slarshall  M.  [»wnsbery.  boni  January  ■>.  IS«S.  ^rs.  Lizsiie  N.   Wood-,  a  s.m  who  died    in  iii- 

is  attending  the  high  school  at  Oakford  and  iv-  ijim-v;    (;ii)r"e      I'riah.    .Jr..      Jamis    S..    who 

sides  Willi  bis  i-areiiis.  rnarrie.!    Kellie  Purkapile:  and    Mrs.    Katie  A. 

^[r.  l,ownsl».ry  is  a  lte|nibliean  in  his  [lolit-  Oray.     Mrs.    Hurd    lias    one    living    dangiitcr. 

ieal  views,  having  givi^n  stanch  support  to  the  Mrs.  lima  .\..  Pdei-son,  whose  two  year  old  son. 

party    since    attaining    bis    majority.     He    Im^-  Myron    l>ale.    is   Mr.    Miles'    only  great-graml-i 
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cliiid.  Mrs.  Wood  lias  Iwo  daiijjhfcrs  jinil  one 
son,  and  James  S.  Milos  has  a  son  and  daiigh- 
tor,  these  constitiitiiip  the  grandchildren  of  our 
snbject. 

James  Mill's  raiitiniies  to  reside  on  tlie  old 
homestead  one  niiie  from  Petprsl>urp,  wliere  he 
has  lived  for  forty-eight  rears.  He  and  his 
wife,  Ht  the  ages  of  eighty-two  and  eighty-one 
years  respeetively,  are  Imth  hale  and  hearty,  and 
in  a  few  months  they  will  have  traveiefl  the 
road  of  life  together  for  sixty  yeai-s.  An  in- 
dustrious and  temperate  life  has  I>orne  its  fruit 
in  a  healthy  and  happy  old  age  for  both  of 
them.  Having  aecjuired  a  conipeteney  in  ear- 
lier life,  they  are  spending  a  quiet  and  sei-ene 
old  age.  enjoying  the  k)ve  and  gratitude  of 
their  ohildn'U  and  the  respect  and  ciinfidenee 
of  all  who  kuow  them. 


JOSi-MMI  H.  ilYKHS 


.Joseph  H.  Myers  is  one  of  the  active  faetors 
in  business  circles  in  Menard  county,  whei-e 
he  has  extensive  funning  and  stock-raising  in- 
terests, and  is  also  engaged  in  the  grain  trade 
as  proprietor  of  an  elevator  at  Croft  and  in 
merchandising  as  owner  of  a  store  there.  Hr' 
was  horn  in  Wayne  county,  Indiana,  Octoher 
•>i\.  lS-">0.  His  father.  Henry  Myers,  born  in 
1827.  rcTMoved  from  Indiana  to  Jfenard  eountv 
in  the  spring  of  ISol,  and  liere  died  of 
cholera  in  August  of  the  same  year.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  liosa  C.  Mnrray,  and 
who  was  born  Noveiul)er  12.  ISHO,  remained 
in  this  eountv  until  I8(i;i  and  then  married 
again,  hecomiuir  the  wife  of  J.  W.  C.  Gvay. 
of  Piatt  county.  Illinois,  where  she  still  makes 
her  home. 

The  father  of  our  sobjivt  died  when  the 
son  was  but  ten  months  old.  and  he  then  he- 
came  a  nienilier  of  the  honsehokl  of  his  ma- 
ternal grjindpa  rents.  James  and  Afavgaret 
(Pow)  Alurray,  with  whom  he  lived  until 
twenty-four  years  of  age.  enjoying  the  ad- 
vantages nsnally  afforded  farmer  lads  of  the 
period.  He  was  married  Febrnary  Ifi.  IST-^,  to 
Miss  Martha  A.  Steel,  a  daughter  of  David 
and  Hebpcca  Steel.  Her  father,  who  was  horn 
S'epteniher  ?■;.  1S1.5.  died   July  0.  1876.     He 


WHS  a  native  of  Perry  county.  Pennsylvania, 
as  was  his  wife,  who  was  born  June  ?.  1818, 
and  died  August  13,  1884.  In  18("m  they  be- 
canu-  residents  of  Menard  county,  where  they 
spent  their  remaining  days.  In  their  family 
were  the  following  children:  Jacob  D..  Horn 
Deeember  '>.  18-11,  is  now  living  in  \ewark, 
Ohio.  Sarah  E.,  bom  April  20.  1843.  die.! 
March  10.  1878.  Margaret  J.,  horn  Xovemher 
T,  181!.  died  January  7.  1808.  John  Jones, 
born  June  12.  184(>.  is  living  in  Rarton  county, 
Missouri.  Isaac  C,  horn  June  ?fi.  1848.  died 
Sfarch  2.1,  18.^2.  William  A.,  horn  July  ir>, 
18.-»0.  died  in  1002  in  Missouri.  Martha  A.. 
horn  Jtarcli  24.  ]8.")2.  is  the  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject. Hester  .\.,  born  Xovemher  1.  18.'>."),  died 
in  February.  1888.  Joseph  C.  t)orn  August 
■i"..  I8.17.  is  living  in  this  state.  R.  Emma, 
horn  February  27,  ISSf).  married  Cleorge  Stev- 
ens and  died  February  .1,  1887.  Janu's  H,, 
bora  June  22,  18fiO.  died  August  1.  18r>8.  Of 
this  family  all  died  in  Illinois  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Isaac  C.  who  died  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  one  wlio  died  in  Xeiiraska. 

Fnto  ^[r.  and  Mrs.  Myers  have  been  born 
seven  children:  Rosa  M.,  who  was  horn  De- 
ieud.er  .11.  187.-.,  and  died  Febrnary  Ifi.  ISTfi: 
J.  Homer,  born  May  10.  1881  :  Floyd  C.  who 
was  born  April  3fi,  1881,  and  died  April  Ifi. 
18SSI;  riareuee  F.,  horn  Decendier  2(5.  1881: 
Benjamin  Curtis,  born  Xovemher  14.  1888; 
Mattie  Foy,  horn  July  2f!.  1831;  and  \inn 
Violet,  born  July  30,  189.^.  J.  Homer  Myers 
was  married  February  18,  1903,  to  Mi.«s  Eflie 
L.  Patterson,  a  daughter  of  Iceland  and  Emma 
Pattersini,  of  Mason  county.  Illinois,  and  to 
them  was  horn  a  son.  Joseph  Patterson,  on  the 
1.1th  of  .Tannary.  1904. 

.\fter  his  marriage  Joseph  H.  Alyers  super- 
intended his  grandfather's  farming  and  stock- 
raising  interests  for  a  time,  and  in  the  fall  of 
IS8;i  he  purchased  his  present  farm,  to  which 
he  removed  the  following  February.  He  built 
a  fine  house  and  two  barns,  has  made  many 
other  substantial  modern  improvements,  and  as 
his  financial  resources  have  increased  has  ex- 
tended the  boundaries  of  his  farm  until  he 
now  owns  six  hundred  and  ninety  acres  of  fine 
land,  all  under  a  high  state  of  cnltivation.  As 
before  uu'nfione<l.  he  is  also  the  owner  of  an 
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(.'levator  and  store  nt  Croft,  liaving  \wen  vn- 
gflged  in  the  o])eration  of  the  t-levntor  in  con- 
neirtion  with  the  grain  trade  for  four  wars, 
while  for  three  Wars  he  has  uondiiL'ted  thu 
store.  For  thirty  yrars  he  likewis*'  raised  and 
feil  cattle  and  liorses  on  quite  an  exti'nsivc 
scale,  but  in  the  fall  of  lRO:i  he  practieally 
retired  from  the  titoek  business  and  now  de- 
votes his  attention  prineijially  to  the  i-ultiva- 
tion  of  his  land  and  to  tlie  grain  trailn.  He  is 
active  and  enterprising,  reliable  and  energetic, 
and  his  business  affairs  have  been  earried  for- 
ward to  pnccPf-s.  His  possessions  indicate  tlic 
force  of  industry  in  the  active  affairs  of  life. 
and  his  life  record  sliould  well  serve  as  a  source 
of  oncourageiiient  and  inspiration  to  others. 

In  his  political  allegiance  ilr.  ilycrs  is  a 
Democrat,  and  for  twelve  or  fifteen  years  he 
has  been  a  member  of  the  school  hoard.  His 
wife  is  a  member  of  the  CumlxTfand  Presbyte- 
rian church  and  hotli  enjoy  the  warm  regard  of 
mmiv  with  whom  tliev  have  coiiie  in  contact. 


EYAL  AEMSTBOXO. 
Dependent  Ujjon  liis  own  resource;;  and  l>usi- 
I'e.is  ability  from  early  manhood  IJya!  Arni- 
.strong  has  steadily  worked  his  way  npward 
and  is  to-day  the  owner  of  a  vahiable  farming 
projierty  near  Oakford.  ilany  of  the  repre- 
sentative business  men  of  Menard  county  are 
nnnil>ered  among  its  native  sons  and  to  this 
class  Ryal  Armstrong  belongs.  His  birth  oc- 
curred September  Ki.  lS(i7.  on  the  farm  where 
lived  his  parents,  P-!ijah  J.  and  Susanna  (Wat- 
kins)  Armstrong.  The  father  was  horn  in  Jas- 
per county.  Ifissouri,  July  IH,  1841,  while  the 
mother's  birth  occurred  in  Menard  county,  Illi- 
nois, December  11.  IH-IO.  They  were  married 
in  Decemfcier,  1860.  Elijah  J.  Armstrong  had 
been  roared  on  the  old  family  homestead  and 
lived  with  his  mother  until  her  second  mar- 
riage, when  he  began  earning  his  own  living 
by  working  as  a  farm  hand  and  was  thus  em- 
]iloyed  until  has  marriage,  when  he  started  to 
fann  on  his  own  account.  He  removed  to  his 
farm  in  Iflill  and  thereon  he  engaged  in  the 
cultivation  of  the  fields  and  in  the  raising  of 
stock.     He    has   been     feeding  and    shipping 


slock  for  forty  ycai-s  and  is  now  actively  en- 
gagi^l  in  the  breediug  of  coach  horses.  He  is 
interested  in  the  ownership  of  a  fine  stallion, 
Amandus,  So.  Ii82.  it  is  standard  bred  and 
is  of  the  best  Oldenburg  Geruian  coach  stock. 
Mr.  Armstrong  has  conducted  a  successful  busi- 
ness as  an  agriculturist  and  stoek-raiser  and 
is  now  one  of  the  representative  farmers  of 
the  community  in  which  he  has  so  long  made 
his  home,  conducting  his  business  affairs  so 
as  to  win  success  antl  also  gain  an  enviable 
reputation  for  reliability.  His  wife  died  in 
ileuard  county.  Deecmbei-  SJH,  1S!)8.  They 
were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  si\  sons 
and  three  daughters:  Matilda,  who  died  in 
infancy;  Samuel  H,,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty  years;  Mary,  wiio  dii^d  in  infancy:  Kyal, 
of  this  review:  -John  I).,  who  died  at  (lie  age 
of  twenty-two  years;  Catherine  K.,  who  was 
fifteen  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  her  demise; 
IJeorgc  K..  who  married  Miss  Elsie  Davis,  and 
i-^  living  on  the  old  homestead;  .lames  S..  who 
wedded  Miss  .Maude  Maltby  and  resides  near 
tile  iild  homestead;  and  Will  C,  who  niarrieil 
l-'annie  Rocker  and  is  living  on  a  part  of  the 
(dd  home  place,  Mr.  Armstrong  is  well  kno'.vn 
iK'caiiso  of  his  advocacy  of  measures  for  the 
general  good  and  has  )iromoted  social,  intel- 
lectual and  nioral  interests  as  well  as  business 
activity  in  his  neighborhood.  He  has  served 
as  a  member  of  the  school  l>oard  for  aliont 
twenty  years,  gives  his  political  support  to  the 
Di'moiTacy  and  is  a  member  of  the  Concord 
Presbyterian  church. 

At  the  age  of  nineteen  years  Eyal  Armstrong 
started  out  in  life  on  his  own  account.  Before 
this  tinu'  he  had  worked  upon  the  home  farm 
and  had  |nirsued  his  education  in  the  public 
.'schools.  On  leaving  home  he  engaged  in  teach- 
ing for  two  years.  Later  he  was  employed  at 
farm  labor  on  the  old  homestead  and  then  was 
married  and  began  farming  for  himself.  He 
has  since  followed  that  vocation  and  in  addi- 
tion to  the  cultivation  of  the  fields  he  has  en- 
gaged in  fattening  and  shipping  stock  to  the 
Chicago  markets,  sending  from  two  to  five  car- 
loads of  cattle  per  year  and  as  many  or  more 
hogs.  He  is  also  at  the  present  time  agent  for 
the  Tumer-Hudnut  Company,  grain  dealers  in 
Pekin,  Illinois. 


Dig:izccl^y  V-H.H»' 


.^le 


^■32                           '    PAST  AND  FltESKNT  OF  MMVAltD  COINTV 

Mr.  Aril  I  St  rung  was  married  to  31i:;s  Martha  mitivcs  of   Iivlaml.     Tho   former  t^ame  to   tli« 

A.   Skii^r^fs.  a  daughter  of  Cvnis  and  ilartha  I'liitcd  Stales  in  184o,  attracted  by  the  Ini^i- 

(lljiih'Ti)    Skiigjic^.     Her  fatlier,  wlio  was  horn  iiess  pnssihilities  r>f  the  new  laml  and  si'ltleil 

in  Cass  (t)Uiity.  Illinois.  May  .■),  lS4r,  died  Hay  in    the    stale   of    Verniout,    where   he    followed 

III,   ISii-^.     His  wife,  wiio   was  Imrn  in  ilercer  farming.      He    ri'maiiieii    there    for    five    Vfai-;^ 

eoiinty.   Illinois,  in  IK-IH.  passed  hwiiv  in  1872.  and   then   eame  to   Hlinois,  ioeating  in   Sanjra- 

Mr.   SkuKjrs  had  remained   with  his  ])areuts  in  nion    I'onnty.    wjicre    he    jinrehased    a    traet    of 

liis  li.iyh..'id  days  and  was  a  |mhli(-sehi>.d  stn-  hnul  an.l  d'ev.'loj.ed  a  fio-d  farm.     In  1S4:  he 

ih'nt,   init   later  he   iiegan   working   at   tlie  ear-  arrived    in    -Menard   eountv.   setthnjr   uiHin    the 

petiler's  trade  and   was  ein|iloyed   as  u  hiiilder  rami    wliieh    is   now    in    jjossession   of    his    sun 

lip  |..  within  five  years  of  his  death.     Jie  .dso  -Inmes    and    there    he   continned    to    eit;;aj:e    in 

was  a  drouT.  hiiyinfr  and  s!iiiii>inj;  .-iiltle,  lio<rs  the  lilliii;;  of  the  snil   with   good   siie.ess   iiniil 

and    sJiee|i.      He   made   e\teii<i\e   slii|nnenls   lo  fiis  drath  wliieh  oeeiinvd  In  ISiMi.      He  lost  his 

Chiea^'o  and  also  sent  eonsiderahle  stoek  to  the  lirsl    wife    in    ]h:>;    ami    w.is   afterward   ai;ain 

I'eoria  market.     Hie  heiui<[iiarters  were  at  Ha-  niarrii'd.      In  his  family  wi'n>  lliirtet^n  ehiidren. 

vana.    Illim.is,    hnl    he   honght   st<H'k   idl   along  l.iit  nnh  three  are  now  living:     .lames  .1..  J.ihn 

the    line   of    llie   Cliieago.    l'i'.)ria    A    Si.    l.oiiis  and    Marv.     The   hrotlier   J.dm    was    a   s,ddier 

liailroad.     His   inlUiene.'   in   inihlle  atfairs   was  for  thirteen  year^^.      He  enlist.-d   lirst   for  M-rv- 

Si-i'Jil   and  his  hd)()rs  were  of  vaUie  in  his  (-..m-  iei-  in  the  Civil  war  as  a  iiieniher  i>f  the  ftih.ii 

mnniiity.      He   served   as    justice  of   the   |jeaee  army   when   nin.'leen   years   of  age  and   fought 

a;   Oakford   for  a  nnnil.er  of  years  and   he  was  for   the   j.res,.rvation   of   the   I'liinn   during  the 

a    memhiT  of   tlii'    New    Hoi-e   Baptist   thnreh.  four    l.mg   years   of   thai    sanguinary   struggle. 

His    jiolitieal    views    were    in   aewrd    with    the  During  that  time  he  partieipnted  in  the  hatllv- 

l.rineij.les  of  llie   Denioeraey.  of  Kort  Donelson,  Shiloh  and   Bull's  Run,     lie 

Mr.    Aniistroiig   is   a     meiiiher   of    the   town  was  ne\er  wounded  although  .dt.^n  in  llie  lliiek- 

l..mrd  am!  at  this  writing,  in  the  fail  of  l!lii4,  est  of  ihe  light  and  eame  oiil  of  the  army  strong 

is   serving   as    township    seliool    treasurer.      He  an.l  well.      He  reeeived  an  hononihh-  diseharge 

lielongs  to  the  Knights  of  Pvthias  !.>dge  al  Kil-  from   the  volunteer  serviee  in   Washington.   D. 

hourn,   Illinois,  and   he  votes  with   the   Deinoc-  l'-   and   then   entrred   the   regular   service.   ,ui- 

rai-v.      His  life  is   in   many   re^jieets  exein|dary  listing  thive  limes.      It  is  known  thai  he  sl■r^ed 

and  he  has  ,.ver  -up|.<n-ted'those  interests  whieh  for  thirteen  years,  hut  siiur  thai  time  no  n.-us 

are  eahulated   to   U|.lift   and   henefit   humanity,  has  heeu  m^etved  fr<mt  Idni. 

while   his  own   high    moral   worth    is  deserving  .lame,- . I.  Carney  was  reared  in  Menard -onn- 

of  tlio  highest  eomniendation.      In  his  husiness  i\    in    the   usual    manner   of    farm    lads   of   his 

he  has  piTsevered  in  the  pursuit  of  a  persistent  .Iny    and     lo.alily.         He    alt.'ii.led    the    j.uhlie 

pur|iose  and  lias  gaiiu'il  a  most  satisfactory  re-  .mIiooIs  ami   uheii   not  iH'eu]iied  with  the  dutii'* 

ward.      He  is  always  courteous  and  atTahle  and  of  llie  sch'"driH.in  he  assisted  in  the  farm  work. 

thns<>   who  know   him   pcrs.uially   hac   f,ir  him  IW  has  long  h(vn   tiumhered   am.mg  the  tillers 

warm  n'gard.  of  the  sod   and   the  stot'k-raisers  o""  his  uali^c 

cmmty  and   his   life  has   lieen   passed   upon   the 
old    farm   homestead  whieh  comprises   two  hiin- 

dii'd  and  ten  acres  of  as  rich  farming  land  as 

.lAMKS  .7.  r.VHXKV.  ,.,„,  ,„,  ,,„„,  j,    |,linois.     There  is  no  hetter 

•lane^s  J.  Carn.-y  is  the  owner  ..f  a  vahiahlc  farming    .listricl    tliroughout     the   length     and 

farm  of  tiv,-  iiundred  and  ten  mres  and  the  land  hrea.Ilh  of  this  c.unlry  than  Illinois  furnishes, 

is  riih  and  aralile.  yielding  good   harvests.      A  Mr.  Carney,  seeking  a  e->mi.ani.>ii   and  hel|.- 

native  son   of   MeiuirrI   eounly  1im   was   horn   in  mate  for  life's  jouriiiy.  was  unite"!  in  niarriage 

his   present   homr  iieigldH.ihoo.l   ou  the   iiil  of  to    Mi-s    KHeii   Croiiin    in    USit  and   afterward 

|KT<'iMher.    ls-"ir.   and    is   a    son   of  Jame-:   and  hrought  tiis  hride  to  the  old  homestead.     She  1= 

Cathi-rinc   (Hang)   Carney,  hoth  ..f  wlmm  were  tin- daii-iiler  of  Patrick  and  Rridget  (Sullivan) 
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(  roniu.  both  nf  ivluini  wero  niUiM's  of  Irvlund,  cjtli's   (.'olU'j;.',  i'inii|ili'tiiitr  tlio  cliissicHl  coiiise 

111  a  family  of  livt'  cliildn-n  she  iias  only  one  liy  j;rml nation.      Inniicdiatcly  nftiTwanl  liu  took 

ItrotiiiT  now  livinfi.     Unto  Mr.  iind   Mi^.  Cai-  up  tlic  stndy  of  |)liilosopliy  in  Lc  (irande  Scin- 

iiry  liave  liwn  bora  L'li'VL^n  childri'ti :     Catheriiii',  imiry.  in   Montreal.  Canada,  and  ooiniiletcd    a 

Miirv.  Joliii,   iFiirtha.   -Vnnic,    Nfllii',  onv   tliat  <-nnrsc  of  five  and  »  lialf  years  by  jfrndnation 

.lied  in  infancy.  Janii.-.  Nina.  Alcin.1  and. loyw.  with    the    dej^rw    of    Bacjidor    of    I'litlosojihy. 

The  eldest   daiifrbler  i>.  now  tin-  uif.^  of   \Vil-  Ilavinjr   been    ordained    to    the    priesthood,    lie 

liani  Mudd.  a  son  of  Dr.  Miidd  of  Athens,  and  spent    five  years   iu    St.    Gertrude's    parish,    at 

liiey  resiile  in  that  plaee.  (irantfork.s.  and   was  afterward  transferred    to 

Mr.  Carney  exeivises  Jiis  rijibt   of    franehise  Pierson.    Bom)     eounty,    where     be    oreeted    a 

in   snpiiort   of   tlu-   men    and    niejisin-es   of   the  lioiise   of    worship,   servinjr  as     pastor   of    the 

heinoeraey,  and   be  am]   Ids    fiiinily  are   nieiii-  chureh  there  for  aiiout  three  niontlis.     lie  was 

b,.rs  of  Ibi-  Catbojie  ejuii-eb  at  Atliens.     Tliey  then  sent  to  the  Cntholie  Tniversity  of  Anieri- 

i-esrde  iijHni  tlie  farm  near  that  point  and  Mr.  ca  and  after  a  two  years'  course  in  do;rniatic 

Carney   has    in    bis    possession    a    deed    to    this  tbeolo>ry  and  canon  biw,  he  received  Ins  defrrei'. 

land  wbieli   was  si-rned  by  Martin   Van   Bnren  Ke  ne\t  took  ebarp'  of  St.   ^Fary's  parish,  at 

on  tbe  Isl  of  Xoveinber.  l«:i!).     Sinee  the  old  WasbinKton.    I).    ('..  servinf-  there   for   a    year 

iioinestead  ba«  come  into  his  pos-ission  be  inis  durinfr  tbe  absence  of  the  rejriilar  pastor,  after 

devoted    bis  labor  toward  ciiltivalinj!  and    fur-  wbi<'b    be   went   to   Eiiroj.e.      Followin-i  a   sec- 

Iher  develo]jinfi  the  land  and  every  indication  ond   trip  to   Europe  Cardinal   ttilibons  offered 

of    modern    projrre.-;s    is    to   be   seen    n]>on    this  bini  ii    j>arish    in    Wasliiufrton.   D.   C.  but  the 

])bice,  sliowinjr   that    Ids    labors   have   iui'n    al-  bishop  refnsed  to  transfer  him  on  account  of 

lende<l  with  jro'id  resnits.  bis  coiiniK'tion  with  the  diocese  of  .\lton,  Illi- 
nois, and   be  had   to   olitain  permission   from 

—  Risbop  Ryan  before  he  could  be  released.     He 

was  then  sent  to  Peter.'ibnrjr.  whi're  he  arrived 

HKV.  wn.!J.\M  R-TTKliEI{.  „„  j,,,  ,<;t|,  „f  October.  180^.  and  since  that 

Itev.  William   Futterer.  pastor  of  St.  Peter'a  time   he  has   tak<'n    an    interest   in   everv-thing 

Catholic  clnireli  at  I'etei-sbnr^.  was  JKH'n  in  Mai-  pertaining  to  the  u|>l>iiildinfr  and   projrnss  of 

toon.   Coles  eoiinty.    Illinois,  bis   parents  beinf;  ihe   town    as    \u-]\    as   the  advancement  of   In's 

Charles  and   Mary   (Zcllerl    Futterer.  who  enii-  church. 

!:rated  to   America    from    Haden.   Germany,   in  Prior    to    IHIW    ihe    s[)iritual    needs    of    iha 

]S4!t  and  settled  in  Coles  wuiity  upon  a  fiirni.  Catlndies  of  this  locality  were  met  hy  tbe  church 

which  tbe  father  cultivated   for  some  time  and  in  Sprinjilield.  and  by  priests  who  occasionally 

then    renmv.'d    to    Mattoon.    where   he  en.i-a^'.-d  visited  I'etershurj:.     On  the  4th  of  May.  lHli«, 

i->  tbe  -rroccry  bnsiness.      He  f.d!ow<>d  that  pur-  the  first  resident  ]iasfor  took  charp'—lhe  Itev. 

slM:  until  s-mi.-  time  in  the  'Tils,  when   be  re-  William    C!n,«e.    the    present    vicar   frencral    of 

(ired    from    a.'tive    biisim^ss    life.        Hi'    was   a  the   Belleville   diocese.     He    was   succeeded    by 

eoojier  by  trade  but  jrave  his  attention  lo  oilier      Fniiier  'I'll lore  Wef;manu.  in  \!<',-i,  ami  he  in 

business    interests   in    th<'    new    world,    ami   ac-  tin-ii  by  l{ev.  Anjinst  .1.  Saucr  in  1ST:!.     Then 

tjuired  a  substantial  cinnpctenc<>.      In  his  farii-  vame   Rernard   W.    .Mine  in   1S7T.  followed  by 

ilv   were  two   children,   the   el.ler  heinj,'    l>'na.  Owen  O'Hare.  and   in  IST!)  Father  AF.   ITosan 

(he  widow  of   Henry    liitter  and  a  residcnl  of  became    pastor.     Tie    died    Jaiuiary    V2.    1KS4. 

Mattoon.     She  has  fivc>  children.  anil  bv  re.pK.st  Ids  remains  were  taken  to  Mil- 

Uev.    Futterer   a.^pdn.!    his   early  edm^alion  waiikee.    Wisconsin,     for    hiirial.     WilliaTii    J. 

\p  tbe  iiariK-hia!  ami  public  s..ho.ds  ..f  Mattoon.  M-rscher.  bis  smressor.  nmiaincd  imt  a  .s)iort 

ri,mpl,.tin-    Ihe    bi-b    scho..|    c.ursi-.     He   then  time,  after  which  he  built  a  church  in  .\sbland. 

workeil  at  lA-au-  miinitfaclurin;;  for  a  year.  wiu'U  Cass  county,  and  was   followed   in   Fefer.sburf:. 

dcidinjr    to    c.pdi.    himself    for    tlu^    work    of  in   Uf*i.  by   Itev.   B.  TTaase.  who  through  the 

tbe  priesthi'od    he  entered  Teul.>poli^  St.  Jos-  car.^ful    handling  of   the   church    finan.es   and 
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liis  untiring  ellorts,  suwecdod  iu  discliargiiig 
a  large  church  ii!(Ichtf(ln(ws  in  a  short  tinio 
ami  at  the  end  of  his  pastoral*!  left  a  hantlsome 
surplus  iu  the  treasury.  Father  John  Jlefiraw 
next  had  cliargL-  of  the  parish  during  the  ali- 
si'nee  of  l{ev.  llajii^e  in  p;uro]io  and  until  the 
present  past()r  arrived.  Under  the  direetion 
of  Father  Futterer  the  work  of  tlie  ehureli  has 
heen  iiroinoted  along  various  lines  and  attend- 
ed with  good  results,  and  he  has  won  tJie  re- 
spect and  C'oufideuee  of  many  people  of  other 
churches  as  well  as  of  his  own  parishioners. 


JOHN  W.  SIlAVKif. 

Sticee.'^s  conies  jiot  to  t!ie  man  who  idlv  waits, 
hut  to  the  toilers  of  the  world,  they  who  are 
persistent,  energetic  and  dilifjeiil.  Tn  this 
class  helongs  John  W.  Shaver  and  to-day  he  is 
the  owner  of  extensive  landr<i  inleresls.  having 
nine  hiindnil  and  seventy-two  aeivg  in  Meiianl 
county.  He  was  horn  in  Sangamon  counlv  at 
til.'  old  Twelve  Mile  House.  March  Is.  \h:,Ik 
his  jiarents  Iwing  William  and  Jane  (Itoss) 
Shaver.  His  father  was  ijorii  in  the  eastern 
])art  .if  Virginia.  31nrch  i;t,  ISls,  and  lived  in 
hia  native  slate  until  thirty-iivc  years  of  age, 
when  he  went  to  Ohio,  where  he  remained 
for  several  years,  in  IH.'iO  he  made  his  way 
westward  to  California  and  s|ppnl  aliont  eight 
months  in  mining  in  the  l^ohlen  state,  meet- 
ing with  v.'i-y  gratifying  siieee-is  during  tliat 
l.eriod.  This  gave  him  his  fir?!  early  start  in 
life,  hut  in  later  years  lie  jir'>spcred  through 
his  farming  interests.  He  returned  to  Illinois 
and  after  spending  a  sh<irt  (JTue  in  S|jringfield 
he  purchased  the  Twelve  lliie  House  and 
farmed  in  Sangamon  county,  making  his  home 
there  for  four  years.  At  tlii'  end  of  that  time 
iie  sold  (he  piiiperty  and  houglit  n  farm  in  tiiwn- 
ship  IK  north,  range  4  west.  5Ienard  county. 
He  resided  thereon  for  a  long  jieriofl  and  was 
recognized  ns  one  of  the  leading  and  enter- 
prising husiness  men  of  this  part  of  the  state. 
ac<|niring  the  greater  part  of  his  property  in 
^[enard  county  through  his  fanning  and  stock- 
raising  interests.  During  the  jieriod  of  the 
Civil  war  he  made  a  speciality  of  iuiying  horses 
and  iLiiiles.  selling  airain  at  good  profit.     Dur- 


ing the  later  years  of  his  life  he  engaged  in 
liuying  and  selling  cattle  aud  hogs.  He  also 
raised  niauy  aud  fed  others  for  the  Chicago 
market.  He  was  known  as  a  man  of  honor  In 
all  husiness  transactions,  never  takiug  advan- 
tage of  the  necessities  of  any  one  iu  a  husimss 
alfair.  Thus  his  name  liecame  a  synonym  for 
integrity  and  his  honesty  as  well  as  his  pros- 
perity won  for  him  the  couMdunce  aud  n>siH-cl 
of  ail  with  whom  he  was  associated.  White 
he  was  in  California  in  its  early  mining  days 
his  health  liccauie  soTuewliat  impiiinnl  through 
exposure  there  and  he  never  recovered  hi-^  old 
stn'iigth.  ailliough  for  many  years  he  continued 
an  active  factor  in  agricultural  circles.  He 
was  united  in  marriage  in  early  manhood  when 
on  a  visit  t<i  "\"irginia  in  IS.-il.  to  Hiss  .Tane 
Ifoss,  of  .\ugiisia  ciinnty.  Virginia,  a  daugiiter 
of  AVilliam  and  Elizaheth  (Kccs<0  l!o>s.  They 
hceame  the  parents  of  tliive  cliil.ircn:  John 
\V..  Lixzie,  who  was  horn  Scptenitier  ri.  1n"i'. 
and  is  now  dcceasi'il ;  and  Mary,  who  was  l«)rn 
OctoliiT  H.  ISIil.  and  has  also  pass<-d  away. 
Mr.  Shaver  continiu'd  to  reside  In  Menard 
county  until  his  death,  which  occnvred  August 
111.  ]STi).  and  his  remain-^  were  interred  in  the 
Fancy  Creek  ci'Uietery. 

John  \V.  Shaver  was  l.rought  t<i  Menard 
eonnty  when  throe  years  of  age  and  was  I'da- 
caleil  In  the  |iuh!ic  schools.  When  nin  oc- 
cupied with  his  ti'\t-l)ooks  he  worked  ujhui  ihe 
farm  aud  when  twelve  years  of  age  was  en- 
ahled  to  do  as  much  as  any  hand  u|>on  the 
fdace.  He  assisted  materially  in  harvest  time 
and,  in  fact,  hecame  familiar  in  all  dei>arl- 
mcnts  of  the  fann  hihor.  After  his  failier's 
death  he  managed  the  home  place  and.  su|ier- 
intcnding  the  husiness  interests  for  his  nmther 
he  has  always  devoted  his  energies  to  agricul- 
tural pursuits  and  has  made  a  succ<«s  of  his 
husini'ss  hy  reason  of  his  close  application  and 
earnest  |iurposo.  guided  hy  sound  judgment. 
For  a  long  ]jeriod  lie  has  engaged  in  fn'ding 
and  shi|)|iing  stock.  For  eight  years  after  his 
father's  death  he  continued  to  operate  the  ohl 
homestead,  hnt  later  he  sold  his  farm  imph- 
meiits  and  for  the  pa.st  eleven  years  he  has 
engaged  in  huying.  ree<ting  and  shipping  .^tnc'k. 
handling  most  of  the  stock  sent  to  the  city  mar- 
kets   from    Fancy    Prairie.     He    now    has    on 
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hand  one  hundred  and  eight  head  of  cattle  and 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  head  of  hogs  and 
the  cattle  are  now  all  ready  for  shipment. 

On  the  13th  of  October,  1880,  Mr.  Shaver 
waa- united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Jannette  G. 
Jones,  a  daughter  of  David  G.  and  Matilda  A. 
Jones.  Her  mother  was  twice  married,  her 
maiden  name  being  Cline,  while  at  the  time  of 
her  marriage  to  Mr.  Jones  she  was  Mrs.  Lynch, 
a  widow.  Mr.  Jones  was  bom  December  12, 
1818,  in  Louisa  county,  Virginia,  and  when 
thirteen  years  of  age  removed  to  Ross  county, 
Ohio,  where  he  was  reared  to  manhood.  On 
the  28th  of  March,  1841.  he  wedded  Miss  Sarah 
Gooding,  by  whom  he  had  five  children  and  in 
April,  1855,  he  removed  to  Logan  county, 
Illinois,  where  he  continued  to  make  his  home 
until  his  death.  His  first  wife  died  May  23, 
1861,  and  he  afterw'ard  wedded  Mrs.  Matilda 
Lynch.  By  their  marriage  there  were  two 
daughters,  Jannette  G.,  bom  July  1,  1863 ;  and 
Augusta,  born  February  8,  1866.  Mr.  Jones 
carried  on  famiing  and  stock-raising  for  many 
yeara  and  was  a  representative  and  reliable 
business  man  of  his  community.  Unto  John 
W.  and  Jannette  (Jones)  Shaver  was  bom  one 
child,  Lilly  M.,  whose  birth  occurred  August 
9,  18S>,  and  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Bayless  L. 
Barber,  who  resides  at  Cantrall,  Illinois.  On 
the  9th  of  January,  1889,  Mr.  Shaver  was 
again  married,  his  second  union  being  with 
Nai  le  E.  Gillespie,  a  daughter  of  James  N. 
and  Mary  E,  (Tyley)  Gillespie,  both  of  whom 
were  latives  of  Virginia  and  spent  their  entire 
lives  there.  They  became  the  parents  of  nine 
children,  all  of  whom  are  yet  living,  namely: 
Elizabeth  E.,  who  is  married  and  resides  in 
Texas;  Mary  J.,  who  is  married  and  makes  her 
home  in  this  state;  Mrs.  Shaver;  Merchis  D., 
wlj.is  married  and  resides  in  Illinois;  Lutie 
F.,  who  is  married  and  lives  in  Iowa;  Lucy  A., 
who  is  married  and  makes  her  home  at  Fancy 
Prairie,  Menard  county;  Edgar  D.  and  William 
D.,  both  of  whom  are  married  and  live  in 
Texas;  and  Prank,  also  a  resident  of  Texas. 
The  ffther  of  these  children  was  a  farmer  and 
carpenter  and  while  carrying  on  agricultural 
pur?"  he  also  engaged  in  stock-raising.  His 
religious  faith  was  that  of  the  Methodist  church, 
in  which  he  held  membership.     He  died  Janu- 


ary 6,  1894,  and  his  wife  passed  away  February 
20,  1885.  By  the  second  marriage  of  Mr. 
Shaver  four  cliildren  have  been  born:  Jane, 
born  October  21,  1889;  Mary  E.,  bom  October 
24,  1891;  Willie  R.,  bom  June  15,  1894;  and 
Helen  Pauline,  born  August  30,  1903. 

Mr.  Shaver,  who  is  a  Democrat  in  politics, 
never  sought  or  desired  public  office,  preferring 
to  devote  his  attention  to  business  affairs.  He 
has,  however,  served  as  school  director  for 
about  twenty-seven  years  and  the  cause  of  edu- 
cation finds  in  him  a  warm  friend.  He  be- 
longs to  Tandy  lodge.  No.  203,  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
having  been  made  a  Mason  about  twenty  years 
ago,  and  throughout  this  time  he  has  exempli- 
fied in  his  life  the  beneficent  and  helpful  spirit 
of  the  craft.  He  attends  to  some  extent  and 
supports  the  Presbyterian  church,  of  which  his 
wife  is  a  member.  His  is  one  of  the  fine  farms 
of  the  county,  he  owning  nine  hundred  and 
seventy-two  acres  of  valuable  land  within  the 
borders  of  Menard  county  and  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  in  Logan  county.  He  has  upon 
his  place  the  finest  walnut  grove  in  the  state  of 
Illinois.  Modern  equipments  and  accessories 
there  indicate  his  progressive  spirit  and  also 
the  success  that  has  attended  his  efforts  and  he 
stands  to-day  among  the  reliable  buiness  men, 
respected  and  admired  for  what  he  has  ac- 
complished and  also  for  the  honorable  methods 
that  he  has  followed  in  winning  his  prosperity. 


RICHARD  GATES  SPEARS. 
Richard  Gates  Spears,  engaged  in  tiie  ope- 
rating of  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres 
of  land,  on  which  he  carries  on  general  farm- 
ing and  stock-raising,  was  bora  October  30, 
1869,  a  son  of  G.  C.  and  Elizabeth  Frances 
Spears,  who  are  represented  elsewhere  in  this 
volume.  He  was  reared  on  the  old  homestead 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  northwest  of  Tallula, 
and  he  pursued  his  education  in  the  district 
schools  and  in  Tallula.  In  the  months  of  va- 
cation he  assisted  his  father  in  the  operation 
of  the  home  farm  and  after  he  had  finished 
his  education  he  began  farming  on  his  own 
account  upon  his  grandfather's  farm,  northeast 
of  Tallula.     When  his  father  removed  to  his 
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jirfsent  farm  Richard  G.  Spears  also  took  up 
his  abode  upon  the  farm  which  is  now  Ms 
home  and  conducted  the  place  until  his  father 
removed  to  the  town. 

About  that  time  Richard  G.  Spears  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Mary  V.  Washburn,  a  daughter 
of  George  0.  and  Ann  Elizabeth  (Burns)  Wash- 
bum,  the  former  a  native  of  Vermont  and  the 
latter  of  Virginia,  while  both  were  of  English 
and  Scotch  descent.  Mr.  Washburn  was  a 
farmer  and  school  teacher.  He  removed  to 
Saline  county,  Missouri,  and  not  only  became 
active  and  prominent  in  connection  with  its 
educational  and  agricultural  interests,  but  also 
became  a  recognized  leader  in  public  thought 
and  action  and  at  one  time  served  as  county 
judge  of  Saline  county.  lie  was  born  March 
19,  1827,  and  is  still  living  in  Marshall,  Mia- 
souri,  at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-seven 
years,  while  his  wife  was  born  December  3, 
1827,  and  also  yet  survives.  Their  daughter 
Mrs.  Spears  was  born  in  Saline  county,  Mis- 
souri, and  ia  the  fourth  in  a  family  of  six 
children,  the  others  being  as  follows :  William, 
a  farmer  living  near  Blackburn,  Missouri,  mar- 
ried Flora  Strader  and  has  four  sons.  Eliza- 
beth is  the  wife  of  Dr.  Joseph  W.  Campbell, 
formerly  of  Neodoslia.  Kansas,  and  is  now  liv- 
ing with  her  father.  Rev.  G.  L.  Washburn  is 
pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  church  in  Washing- 
ton, Missouri,  and  married  Miss  Mary  Barron, 
by  whom  lie  has  two  sons.  Ho  was  educated 
at  home  by  a  governess  and  in  a  Presbyterian 
school,  and  was  married  November  1,  1894. 
Albert  L.,  living  on  a  farm  near  Blackburn, 
Missouri,  married  Miss  Mattie  Owens  and  has 
three  daughters  and  one  son.  Laura  Burns 
Washburn  is  at  home  in  Marshall,  Missouri. 

Since  his  marriage  Mr.  Spears  has  contin- 
uously engaged  in  farming  and  stoek-raisii^ 
and  operates  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres 
of  land,  which  he  has  placed  under  a  high  state 
of  cultivation.  He  also  raises  and  sells  stock 
and  both  branches  of  his  business  are  proving 
profitable.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spears  have  no  chil- 
dren of  (heir  own  but  have  adopted  a  pretty 
little  girl  of  six  years.  Bertha  Grady,  who  is 
now  attending  school.  He  is  a  Republican,  but 
aside  from  exercising  his  right  of  franchise 
takes  little  interest  in  politics.     He  belongs  to 


the  Baptist  church,  while  his  wife  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  church,  and  in  the  com- 
munity where  they  reside  they  have  made  many 
warm  friends  through  the  possession  of  sterling 
traits  of  character.  He  has  never  divided  his 
business  energies  over  many  lines,  but  has  con- 
centrati'd  liis  efforts  in  one  field  of  activity  with 
the  result  that  he  has  prospered  and  is  now 
classed  with  the  substantial  agriculturists  of 
the  eommunily. 


RICHARD  B.  RUTH. 


Richard  B.  Ruth,  pubhshor  and  proprietor 
of  the  Petersburg  Observer  and  also  owner  of 
two  other  i»apers,  making  three  out  of  the  five 
papers  published  in  Menard  county,  has 
throughout  his  entire  business  career  been  con- 
nected with  journalistic  interests,  working  hi8 
way  upward  by  consecutive  stages  from  the 
humblest  position  in  the  office  to  that  of  editor 
■ind  owner.  Born  in  Mason  City,  Mason  coun- 
ty, Illinois.  August  12,  1867.  he  is  a  son  of 
Fnink  B.  Ruth,  who  was  born  in  Doylestown, 
Pennsylvania,  November  2.  1831.  of  Pennsyl- 
vania-German parentage,  and  married  Margaret 
R.  Bell,  a  daughter  of  James  C.  and  Ellen  Bell. 
Mrs.  Ruth,  now  living  at  Aurora,  Illinois,  was 
born  October  4.  1843.  at  Bell's  Mills,  Ohio— 
a  small  town  named  in  honor  of  the  brothers, 
Peter,  Dawson,  James  and  Joseph  Bell,  who 
in  the  early  days  of  Ohio  were  the  leading 
business  men  of  that  little  business  center. 
The  name  of  the  place  hae  since  been  changed 
to  Beach  City. 

At  the  usual  age  Richard  B,  Ruth  began 
his  education  in  the  schools  of  Mason  City, 
where  he  continued  his  studies  until  sixteen 
years  of  age  and  then  put  aside  his  text-books 
in  order  to  learn  the  printer's  trade  and  assist 
in  the  support  of  his  widowed  mother,  one 
brother  and  five  sisters.  He  entered  the  office 
of  the  Mason  City  Independent  ae  as  appren- 
tice, in  August,  1883.  and  worked  at  his  trade 
for  three  years  there.  In  the  spring  of  1888 
he  entered  upon  his  first  independent  newspaper 
venture,  becoming  the  publisher  of  the  Moaon 
County  Record,  the  only  Republican  news- 
paper  in   the  eastern   part  of  Mason  county. 
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Tills  he  cniitiiv.ud  until  August,  1890,  whon 
it  was  eon  sol  if]  a  ted  with  the  Mason  City  In- 
dependent, under  the  firm  name  of  Ruth  & 
Roach.  Thus  seven  years  after  entering  the 
newspaper  field  Mr.  Rnth  hecanie  line  of  the 
proprietors  of  the  paper  on  which  he  had 
served  his  apprenticeship.  He  eontinued  this 
connection  for  twenty  months,  when  he  sold 
out  to  his  partner,  S.  B.  Roach,  and  in  April. 
1892,  he  purchased  the  Mason  City  Banner, 
continuing  its  publication  until  Novomher  I, 
IIIOS.  when  he  sold  the  paper  and  plant  to 
Warren  Milley,  its  present  owner, 

Kemoving  to  Petershurg,  Noveiuber  15, 
1902,  he  took  possession  of  the  Petersburg 
Observer,  the  only  Republican  paper  in  Menard 
county,  and  has  since  been  identified  with  jour- 
nalism in  this  county  as  its  editor  and  pro- 
prietor. He  has  since  extended  the  field  of 
his  labors  by  becoming  the  owner  of  the  Ath- 
ens Free-Press  and  the  Tallula  Record,  three 
of  the  five  Menard  county  papers,  and  through 
the  columns  of  these  journals  he  has  contrib- 
uted in  substantial  measure  to  many  measures 
and  movements  of  benefit  to  the  general  pub- 
lic, using  his  influence  to  further  every  good 
cause.  His  offices  are  well  equipped  and  he 
keeps  abreast  with  modern  progress  in  the 
newspaper  field. 

On  the  2d  of  October,  1886,  at  Peoria,  Mr, 
Ruth  was  married  to  Miss  Julia  Ann  Woll. 
a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nicholas  Woll, 
of  San  Jose,  Illinois.  They  have  two  sons, 
Harrison  Harreld  Ruth,  bom  June  19,  1888 
— the  week  in  which  Benjamin  Harrison  re- 
ceived the  nomination  for  president  from  the 
Republican  national  convention,  hence  his  first 
name.  It  was  in  the  same  week  that  the  father 
brought  out  the  first  issue  of  his  first  news- 
paper and  hence  the  name  of  Harreld  was 
also  given  to  the  little  son.  The  second  son, 
Thomas  M.  Ruth,  was  horn  November  2,  1899. 
The  parents  arc  mcmliers  of  the  First  Presby- 
terian church  of  Petersburg  and  Mr.  Ruth  be- 
longs to  Wilfred  jodg.-.  No.  213,  K.  P..  of 
Mason  City,  which  he  joined  in  November, 
1899.  He  has  always  supported  the  Republi- 
can party  and  has  as  a  private  citizen  exerted 
a  strong  influence  in  its  behalf  in  central  Illi- 
iiois.     In  1904  he  was  appointed  by  Governor 


Richard  Yates  press  representative  of  Hie  Illi- 
nois commission  of  the  Louisiana  Purchase 
Exposition  in  St.  Louis.  Strong  and  com- 
mendable purpose  and  unfaltering  diligence, 
as  shown  through  the  analyzation  of  his  char- 
acter and  life  work,  have  been  the  salient  fea- 
tures in  till'  success  he  lias  achieved.  With- 
out advantageous  circumstances  or  inheritance 
to  assist  iiim,  he  has  steadily  advanced  in 
those  walks  of  life  demanding  intellectuality, 
business  ability  and  fidelity,  and  today  com- 
mands the  respect  and  esteem  not  only  of  his 
immediate  community,  but  of  all  who  know 
him  throughout  the  state. 


WILLIAM  WATKINS, 

William  Watkins,  now  deceased,  was  one  of 
the  most  progressive  farmers  of  Menard  coun- 
ty, quick  to  adopt  new  methods  and  utilize  new 
iuiprovements  in  carrying  on  his  chosen  life 
work.  He  was  born  in  Little  Grove,  Septem- 
ipcr  15.  1821,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  July  9,  1882,  was  the  eldest 
native  son  of  the  county.  His  parents  were 
Joseph  and  Nancy  (Greene)  Watkins,  who 
had  established  their  home  here  when  this  re- 
gion was  being  first  opened  up  to  the  influences 
of  civilization.  He  was  reared  under  the  pa- 
rental roof  and  attended  school  for  only  a 
short  time,  his  educational  privileges  being 
extremely  limited.  His  training  at  farm 
labor,  however,  was  not  meager,  for  as  soon 
as  old  enough  to  handle  the  plow  he 
began  work  in  the  fields  and  soon  became 
familiar  with  the  various  duties  which  con- 
stitute the  life  work  of  tlie  agriculturist.  He 
began  farming  on  his  own  account  on  a  tract 
of  eighty  acres  of  land,  constituting  a  part 
of  the  farm  now  occupied  by  his  family. 
This  had  been  given  him  by  his  father.  He 
was  married  in  1846  to  Miss  Sarah  Armstrong, 
a  daughter  of  Hugh  and  Frances  (Greene) 
.-Vrmstrong,  who  were  early  residents  of  the 
county.  Her  father  was  a  half-brother  of 
Bowling  Greene,  with  whom  Abraham  Lincoln 
at  one  time  boarded  and  who  was  one  of  the 
first  white  settlers  to  locate  in  Menard  coun- 
ty, Mrs.  Watkins  was  bom  November  SG, 
18S9,  at  the  Armstrong  home  about  three  miles 
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Bouth  of  Peteraburg,  this  property  being  now 
owned  by  G.  W.  Welch  and  occupied  by  Gaines 
Welch.  She  pursued  her  education  in  an  old 
log  Bchoolhouse  which  stood  on  the  east  side 
of  a  little  stream  that  ran  past  her  father's 
place.  She  was  trained  to  the  duties  of  the 
household  and  had  good  practical  ideas  of 
housekeeping  when  she  went  as  a  bride  to  her 
husband's  home.  They  became  the  parents  of 
fifteen  children:  Elizabeth,  who  married  Will 
Covington,  a  farmer  living  in  Oklahoma,  by 
whom  she  has  five  children;  Caroline,  the  wife 
of  John  Armstrong,  a  grain  buyer  and  dealer 
in  agricultural  implements  at  Oakford,  by  whom 
she  has  three  daughters ;  Elijah,  who  died  when 
two  years  of  age;  Kate,  the  wife  of  Elijah 
Thomas,  a  resident  farmer  living  in  Oakford, 
by  whom  she  has  two  sons;  Laura,  the  wife  of 
Thomas  Stith,  a  farmer  residing  a  mile  east 
of  the  Watkins  farm,  by  whom  she  has  one 
daughter;  Charlie,  living  on  the  old  home 
place ;  MoUie,  the  wife  of  George  K.  Pay,  who 
is  farming  east  of  the  Watkins  property; 
George,  who  married  Etta  Shurtz,  by  whom  he 
has  one  daughter  and  is  a  farmer  living  on  the 
Watkins  homestead;  Hugh,  a  farmer  of  Oak- 
ford, who  married  Annie  Mettling  and  has  one 
daughter;  Etta,  who  married  E.  C.  Stith,  a 
farmer,  a  half  mile  west  of  the  Watkins  home, 
by  whom  she  has  four  children;  Willie,  who 
died  when  but  two  years  of  age;  and  four  chil- 
dren who  died  unnamed. 

Throughout  his  entire  life  William  Watkins 
carried  on  general  farming  and  as  his  financial 
resources  increased  he  made  judicious  invest- 
ments in  property  and  became  the  owner  of  a 
valuable  tract  of  land  of  four  hundred  acres, 
which  since  his  death  has  been  divided  among 
his  children.  He  always  raised  stock  and  fed 
the  first  steer  that  was  ever  fed  on  the  Sand- 
ridge.  He  also  had  the  first  sausage  mill  in 
this  locality  and  as  pioneer  conditions  gave 
way  before  the  improvement  and  advancement 
of  civilijation  he  was  always  among  the  first 
to  take  up  with  new  ideas  and  methods  which 
promised  to  be  of  practical  value.  He  always 
used  horses  in  farming  his  land,  although  many 
of  his  neighbors  had  ox  teams  in  the  early 
days.  His  wife  had  the  first  sewing  machine 
which   wap  used  on   the  Sandridpe,  hut  prior 


to  that  time  she  had  used  a  spinning  wheel, 
spinning  the  yam  and  weaving  the  cloth  to 
make  the  family  garments.  This  old  wheel, 
an  heirloom  of  pioneer  times,  was  destroyed 
when  the  house  was  burned.  They  also  had 
the  first  lamp  used  in  this  part  of  the  county, 
it  superseding  the  old  tallow  candles.  Mr. 
Watkins  ever  led  the  advance  in  progress  and 
his  prosperity  was  well  merited  for  he  was 
ever  honorable  and  straightforward  in  his  deal- 
ings. He  died  July  9,  1882,  and  his  remains 
were  interred  in  the  Petersburg  cemeiery. 
Thus  passed  away  one  of  the  most  honored, 
respected  and  worthy  pioneer  residents  of  the 
comity,  but  he  is  yet  held  in  loving  remem- 
brance by  those  who  knew  him.  His  widow 
still  resides  upon  the  old  homestead  and 
throughout  the  county  she  has  a  wide  circle  of 
friends. 


ELISHA  G.  SPEAR. 

Elisha  G.  Spear,  who  is  engaged  in  the  livery 
business  in  Greenview,  and  is  serving  as  alder- 
man of  the  city,  was  bom  in  Menard  county, 
January  28,  1876.  He  is  a  representative  of 
one  of  the  old  pioneer  families  of  this  part  of 
the  state.  His  father,  George  Spear,  a  farmer 
and  stock-raiser  who  lived  on  section  20,  town- 
ship 19,  was  born  in  Vermont,  October  6.  1836, 
and  was  the  third  in  a  family  of  seven  children 
bom  unto  Elisha  and  Lucretia  (Walker)  Spear, 
who  came  to  this  state  in  the  fall  of  1838,  and 
were  therefore  early  settlers  of  the  county. 
George  Spear  was  then  but  two  years  of  age 
and  upon  the  old  family  homestead  he  was 
reared  and  has  resided  thereon  thronghout  his 
entire  life.  In  his  youth  he  aided  in  the  ardu- 
ous task  of  developing  a  new  farm  and  in  later 
years  he  has  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits 
along  the  most  progressive  lines,  using  the 
latest  improved  machinery  and  equipping  his 
place  with  modern  accessories. 

On  the  6th  of  October,  1870,  George  Spear 
was  united  in  marriage  t«  Miss  Sarah  A.  Daw- 
son, who  was  bom  in  Indiana,  in  October, 
1841.  They  became  the  parents  of  three  chil- 
dren; Flora,  who  was  bora  August  2.  1871: 
Elsa.  bom  January  S6,  1873:  and  Elisha  G. 

L:g:izccl^y  V-H.Ht'^iC" 


PAST  AND  PRESENT  OF  MEXAKD  COUNTY 


541 


After  his  marriago  the  father  continuod  farm- 
ing on  the  old  home  place  and  was  the  owner 
of  u  valuable  tract  of  land  of  five  hundred  and 
ten  acres.  He  was  very  successful  in  his  chosen 
life  work  and  because  of  his  unremitting  dili- 
gence became  the  possessor  of  a  very  fine  prop- 
erty. He  died  April  21,  1900,  and  the  mother 
passed  away  Januar}'  28,  1887. 

Elisha  G.  Spear  began  his  education  in  the 
district  schools  of  Menard  county  and  after- 
wHrd  continued  his  education  in  Greenview. 
On  putting  aside  his  text-liooks  he  returned  to 
the  home  farm,  but  in  1808  took  up  his  abode 
in  Greenview,  where  he  turned  his  attention 
to  the  butchering  business.  A  year  later,  how- 
ever, he  sold  his  meat  market  and  began  buying 
and  selling  horses.  He  is  also  conducting  a 
liverj-  stable  and  both  branches  of  his  business 
are  proving  remunerative.  He  is  an  enterpris- 
ing young  business  man,  reUable  in  his  methods, 
and  his  efforts  to  please  his  patrons  have  se- 
cured to  him  a  growing  business. 

On  the  15th  of  March,  1898,  Mr.  Spear  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Martha  A.  Gaddie, 
a  daughter  of  Andrew  Gaddie,  They  have 
three  children:  Harold  E.,  Elisha  G.  and 
Howard  F.  Mrs.  Spear  is  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  church  and  like  her  husband  is 
widely  and  favorably  known  in  Greenview. 
Mr.  Spear  is  a  stanch  Democrat  in  his  political 
views  and  is  now  serving  as  a  member  of  the 
city  council,  where  he  is  giving  practical  dem- 
onstration of  his  interest  in  the  welfare  and 
substantial  improvement  of  the  city  by  his  sup- 
port of  ever)'  aldermanic  measure  which  he  be- 
lieves will  contribute  to  the  general  welfare. 


ALVIS  WATKINS. 


Alvin  Watkins,  now  deceased,  was  a  farmer 
of  Menard  county,  whose  life  was  upright  and 
honorable  and  won  him  the  respect  and  confi- 
dence of  his  fellow  men.  He  was  born  in  this 
county.  February  17,  1829,  when  it  was  still 
a  frontier  region,  the  work  of  improvement 
and  progress  tueing  scarcely  begun.  His  pa- 
rents were  Joseph  and  Nancy  (Greene)  Wat- 
kins,  the  latter  a  daughter  of  George  Greene. 
Joseph   Watkins  settled   in  Little   Grove,  Me- 


nard county,  at  a  very  early  day,  coming  to 
this  state  from  Green  county,  Kentucky.  He 
was  the  owner  of  land  Jn  Little  Grove  that  is 
now  in  possession  of  Samuel  Watkins. 

Reared  under  the  parental  roof  Alvin  Wat- 
kins attended  the  district  schools  and  early 
became  familiar  with  farm  labor  in  all  of  it^ 
departments.  He  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits throughout  his  entire  life  and  began 
farming  on  hia  own  account  in  Little  Grove. 
There  he  resided  up  to  the  time  of  his  mar- 
riage, which  occurred  March  22,  1853,  Hiss 
Nancy  Potter  becoming  his  wife.  Her  parents 
were  Elijah  and  Elizabeth  (Greene)  Potter. 
Her  father  was  bom  in  White  county,  Illinois, 
February  24,  1813,  and  when  a  little  lad  of 
only  two  or  three  years  was  brought  to  Menard 
county,  his  parents  settling  in  1816  upon  what 
in  now  the  Edes  farm.  His  wife  was  a  sister 
of  W.  G.  Greene  and  the  home  farm  upon 
which  Mrs.  Watkins  resides  was  the  old  home- 
stead of  William  Greene.  Bowling  Greene, 
with  whom  Abraham  Lincoln  at  one  time  board- 
ed, was  Mrs.  Watkins'  step-grandfather.  He 
was  among  the  oldest  settlers  of  the  county. 
The  Greene  family  was  established  in  this  part 
of  the  state  at  a  very  early  period  in  its  de- 
velopment and  they  were  among  the  most  prom- 
inent and  prosperous  people  of  the  locality. 
Her  grandfather  entered  a  large  amount  of 
land  and  her  father  was  the  owner  of  nearly 
one  thousand  acres  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Potter  had  three  children: 
Nancy,  bom  in  this  county,  December  20, 
1834;  Louisa,  who  was  bom  June  11,  1837, 
and  is  the  widow  of  Greene  Purvines,  now 
living  in  Pleasant  Plains,  Sangamon  county, 
with  her  three  children ;  Joseph  W.  Potter,  who 
died  before  he  had  completed  his  first  year. 
Mrs.  Watkins  pursued  her  education  in  the 
district  and  select  schools  and  remained  in 
her  parents'  home  until  her  marriage. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Watkins  were  bora  eight 
children:  Mary  E.  became  the  wife  of  Byron 
P.  Henderson  and  is  now  a  widow  living  in 
Petersburg.  She  has  three  children  living. 
Gaines,  who  resides  on  the  home  farm,  wedded 
Emma  Swartz  and  they  have  eight  childnm 
living  and  have  lost  one.  He  conducts  the 
old  homestead  property  covering  six  hundred  [ 
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acres.  Alice  A.  married  Thomas  ArmstroDg 
and  both  are  now  deceased.  They  left  six 
children,  one  of  whom  has  passed  away.  Min- 
erva Jane  is  the  wife  of  W.  C.  Roe,  a  resident 
of  Nevada,  Missouri,  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren. Joseph  Elijah  died  at  the  age  of  nine- 
teen years.  John  Brahm  married  Myra  Hodg- 
son, a  resident  of  Fort  Madison,  Iowa,  and 
they  have  four  children.  Beverly  Scott,  now 
deceased,  married  Bolletta  Metzker  in  Alabama 
and  his  widow  resides  in  Mobile,  that  state. 
Greeneberry  died  at  the  age  of  tliirteen  years. 
Mr.  Watkina  followed  farming  in  order  to 
provide  for  his  family,  but  in  1871  his  death 
occurred.  He  was  a  Democrat  in  hia  political 
views  and  he  lived  a  quiet,  uneventful  but  use- 
ful and  honorable  life,  so  that  he  left  to  his 
family  an  untarnished  name.  Mrs.  Watkins 
was  left  with  the  care  of  eight  children  when 
the  youngest  was  only  eight  months  old.  She 
always  kept  the  family  together  and  provided 
her  children  with  excellent  educational  privi- 
leges. Alice  and  Mary  were  students  at  Beth- 
any, Pennsylvania,  and  Minerva  at  Jackaon- 
ville,  Illinois,  while  Brahm  was  a  student  in 
Eureka  College  at  Eureka,  Illinois.  Mrs.  Wat- 
kins  has  certainly  done  a  mother's  full  part 
by  her  children,  counting  no  sacrifice  too  great 
on  her  part  if  it  would  enhance  the  happiness 
or  promote  the  welfare  of  her  children,  and 
she  has  lived  to  aee  them  become  useful  and 
respected  members  of  society.  Like  her  all 
hold  membership  in  the  Christian  church  and 
the  highest  esteem  is  given  them  by  their 
friends  and  neighbors.  Mrs.  Watkins  is  one 
of  the  older  native  citizens  of  Menard  county 
and  its  history  is  familiar  to  her  through  the 
period  of  three  score  years  and  ten,  so  that 
she  can  relate  many  interesting  incidents  con- 
cerning the  development  of  the  county  and 
events  which  have  marked  its  progress. 


JONATHAN    C.  LLOYD. 

Jonathan  C.  Lloyd  has  for  fifty-one  years 
been  a  resident  of  Menard  county  and  his  name 
should  therefore  be  enduringly  inscribwl  upon 
the  records  concerning  the  pioneer  settlers  of 
this  portion  of  the  state.     He  has  lieen  an  in- 


terested witness  of  what  has  been  accomplished 
as  the  3'ears  have  gone  by  and  has  borne  his 
full  share  in  the  work  of  general  development 
and  progress  along  substantial  lines.  His  birth 
occurred  in  the  village  of  Waynesville,  Warren 
county,  Ohio,  his  parents  being  John  and 
Martha  (Clyne)  Lloyd,  both  of  whom  were  na- 
tives of  Burlington  county.  New  Jersey.  They 
were  married  about  eighty  years  ago  in  the 
state  of  their  nativity  and  about  ten  years  after- 
ward removed  to  Ohio.  The  father  had  been 
previously  married,  his  first  wife  having  been 
a  Miss  Doran,  of  New  Jer.sey.  There  were 
two  sons  by  that  union:  Thomas,  who  died  in 
the  early  '50s;  and  Franklin,  who  served  for 
three  years  in  the  T'nion  army  during  the  Civil 
war  and  died  soon  after  his  retuiii  home  from 
heart  trouble.  He  left  a  widow  and  three  sons, 
but  his  widow  has  since  died.  For  his  secotitl 
wife  John  Lloyd  chose  Martha  Clyne.  a  daugh- 
ter of  Job  Clyne,  and  they  became  the  parents 
of  four  sons  and  three  daughters:  Benjamin 
E.,  who  died  in  December.  1850;  Mrs.  Sarah  J. 
McCay,  a  resident  of  Nebraska:  Martha  E.. 
who  died  in  1873;  Anna  M..  the  widow  of  Dr. 
N.  H.  Martin  and  a  resident  of  the  state  of 
Washington;  Jonathan  0.,  of  this  review;  Mrs. 
Mary  L.  Young,  a  resident  of  Mansfield,  Illi- 
nois; and  Alfred  H..  who  died  December  8, 
1903.  In  early  life  the  mother  was  a  member 
of  the  Society  of  Friends  or  Quakers,  but  after- 
ward became  identified  with  the  Methodist 
church. 

In  his  boyhood  days  Jonathan  C.  Lloyd  at- 
tended the  public  schools  as  opportunity  affonl- 
ed,  but  hia  educational  and  other  advantojies 
were  somewhat  meager,  owing  to  the  frontier 
conditions  amid  which  he  was  reared.  He 
came  from  Ohio  with  his  parents  in  1853  and 
lived  upon  his  father's  farm  until  after  the  in- 
auguration of  the  Civil  war,  when,  pronipteil 
by  a  spirit  of  patriotism,  he  enlisted  on  the 
0th  of  August,  18(5?.  as  a  defender  of  the 
Union,  becoming  a  member  of  the  Seventy- 
third  Illinois  Infantry,  which  was  known  as 
the  Methodist  ministers'  regiment,  there  l)cin!i 
twenty-six  ministers  of  that  denomination  who 
responded  to  the  roll  call.  Colonel  J.  F.  Jaques 
was  in  conmiand  and  the  regiment  went  fnir 
Springfield  to  Louisville.  Koi>tucky.  an(\  with 
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other  troops  proceeded  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  to 
guard  that  city.  Later  an  order  came  to  return 
to  Louisville  and  afterward  the  regiment  par- 
ticipated in  the  battle  of  Porrvville,  Kentucky, 
thence  went  to  Nashville,  Tennessee,  and  was  iu 
the  battle  of  llurfrcoshoro  and  at  Stone  River. 
Thousand?  of  lives  were  lost  in  the  last  named 
enfragemcnt  and  there  were  many  wounded. 
Mr.  Lloyd  was  in  all  of  these  engagements, 
al^o  in  the  buttle  of  Chickamauga  and  in  many 
skirmishes.  He  was  wounded  in  a  skirmish 
near  Rcsaea.  fleorgia,  and  was  taken  to  the 
hospital  at  Nashville,  where  he  roniainod  for 
three  months  before  he  was  able  to  rejoin  his 
command.  He  afterward  took  part  in  the 
hrtttle  of  Franklin.  Tennessee,  and  on  the  15th 
and  ICith  of  December,  18(i4.  was  engaged  in 
hard  fighting  in  and  around  Nashville.  His 
regiment  was  in  eighteen  battles  and  skirmishes 
altogether  during  the  terms  of  his  service  and 
be  was  eontiniiously  with  bis  command  save  for 
the  three  months  when  disjihility  compelled 
him  to  remain  in  the  hospital.  He  was  hnn- 
orahly  discharged  at  Camp  Butler,  near 
Sprinsrfield,  Hlinois,  June  13,  ]8fi.i.  having 
done  his  full  duty  as  a  soldier,  after  which  he 
returned  to  Menard  county. 

ilr.  Lloyd  has  since  been  engaged  in  general 
farming  and  stock-raising,  devoting  his  entire 
life  to  the  pursuit  to  which  he  was  reared.  He 
makes  bis  home  in  township  19,  where  be  has 
one  hundred  and  seventy  acres  of  land  and  bis 
labors  have  been  discerningly  directed  to  the 
further  improvement  and  development  of  his 
farm,  which  is  now  a  very  excellent  i>roperti'. 

On  the  22d  of  January.  1879.  JFr.  Lloyd 
was  married  to  Miss  Eliaiheth  A.  Austill.  a 
daughter  of  Solomon  an^  Margaret  (Botkint 
Austill.  in  whose  family  were  nine  children: 
Rebecca,  born  in  1S52;  John  W..  who  was 
born  in  18.54.  and  died  in  infancy:  Solomon, 
who  was  bom  in  1856  and  died  in  childhood ; 
Mrs.  Lloyd,  born  March  11.  18."i8:  Benjamin 
F..  who  wa.s  born  December  13,  18.')0.  and  died 
May  .^.  WOO:  Sarah  A.,  horn  November  1!, 
18fil  :  5rary  A.,  born  October  11.  lSfi4:  George 
H.,  who  was  born  July  I-"!,  Ififi.'i.  and  died  in 
September,  ISOfi;  and  Margaret  A.,  born  Au- 
gust SS.  18fia.  The  pfirents  have  also  passed 
away,  the  father's  death  having  occurred  Sep- 


tember 14,  ISOr.  while  his  wife  died  May  :n. 
1898. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lloyd  have  five  living  chil- 
dren :  Frank  A.,  horn  October  2,  1879 ;  Charles 
L.,  born  on  the  16tb  of  April.  1881;  Margaret 
P..  horn  February  9,  1883;  John  A.,  who  was 
born  May  IC,  188r.:  and  Florence  I.,  who  was 
born  Novcndier  15,  188!),  and  completes  the 
family.  The  jiarents  arc  members  of  the  Pres- 
byterian church  and  are  earnest  Christian  peo- 
ple, deeply  and  actively  interested  in  various 
departments  of  the  church  work.  In  his  po- 
litical allegiance  Mr.  Lloyd  is  a  stanch  Repub- 
lican and  has  served  as  school  director  four- 
teen j'cars,  the  cause  of  education  finding  in 
him  a  warm  friend.  He  is  true  to  all  duties 
of  citizenship,  being  as  loyal  to  his  country 
and  her  welfare  in  times  of  peace  as  he  was 
when  in  the  blue  uniform  of  the  Union  he 
followed  the  old  ilag  upon  southern  battle- 
fields. 


JAMES  WILLIAM  CHEANEY. 

James  W.  Cheaney,  deceased,  was  one  of 
the  representative  and  honored  men  of  Menard 
county,  connected  with  many  lines  of  activ- 
ity and  enthusing  his  progressive  spirit  into 
the  measures  which  have  resulted  greatly  to 
(he  benefit  of  town  and  county.  In  political, 
business  and  social  circles  be  bore  an  unassail- 
able reputation  in  the  community  where  he 
made  his  home.,  and  his  death  was  therefore 
the  occasion  of  deep  and  sincere  regret  among 
bis  many  friends. 

Mr.  Cheaney  became  a  resident  of  Menard 
county  in  1855.  His  birth  occurred  in  Flem- 
ing county,  Kentucky,  February  4,  1830,  his 
parents  being  Edward  and  Sarah  (Neal)  Chea- 
ney. The  father  was  a  farmer  and  miller,  fol- 
lowing the  two  pursuits  in  Kentucky.  The  son 
was  reared  in  his  native  state  and  educated 
in  the  public  schools.  After  laying  aside  his 
text-books  ho  worked  on  the  farm  for  a  time. 
He  seemed  to  have  imbibed  his  father's  knowl- 
<'dge  of  carpentry  and  was  a  natural  mechanic 
and  imilder.  Having  become  tired  of  farm 
work,  one  day  while  plowing  be  took  the  har- 
ness off  the  horse  and  returning  to  the  hnusci 
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he  told  tlie  family  that  ho  could  stand  it  no 
longer,  as  it  was  too  slow  for  him  there.  He 
then  went  to  Frankfort,  Kentucky,  where  he 
hired  out  to  a  carpenter  at  full  pay  as  a  jour- 
neyman, his  employer  never  knowing  that  he 
was  not  an  expert  carpenter,  so  skillful  was 
ht  in  handling  tools.  After  a  sliort  time  spent 
at  that  place  he  went  to  Louisville,  Kentucky, 
where  he  remained  two  or  three  years,  and 
later  spent  some  time  in  Fort  Smith,  Arkansas, 
but  while  there  his  health  failed.  In  1855  he 
came  to  Petersburg,  Illinois,  and  as  a  contrac- 
tor and  builder  formed  a  partnership  with 
Messrs.  Quinn  and  Anderson-  They  were  asso- 
ciated in  business  for  about  seven  years  or  until 
18(32,  when  Mr.  Cheaney  turned  his  attention 
to  the  lumlier  trade,  in  which  he  continued  un- 
til elected  to  public  office.  As  a  lumber  mer- 
chant he  was  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Cheaney 
&■  Ticc  and  later  Cheaney  &  Hatdetd,  and 
upon  his  withdrawal  from  the  business  he  sold 
his  inten'st  to  Ewing  Clark. 

In  18(;9  Mr.  Cheaney  was  elected  county 
treasurer  and  assessor  for  a  term  of  four  years 
and  proved  a  capable  official,  discharging  the 
duties  in  a  prompt  and  efficient  manner.  On 
the  expiration  of  his  term  he  retired  from  office 
a.s  he  had  entered  it — with  the  confidence  and 
regard  of  all.  He  then  went  upon  the  road  as 
a  traveling  salesman  for  the  Chicago  Lumber 
Company  and  represented  its  interests  in  that 
way  for  twenty  years.  His  genial  manner,  cor- 
dial disposition,  unfailing  courtesy  and  thor- 
ough understanding  of  the  business  made  him 
popular  with  tlie  many  patrons  whom  he  se- 
cured for  the  house,  and  his  capability  as  a 
salesman  made  him  a  trusted  and  valued  em- 
ploye of  the  Chicago  Lumber  Company.  About 
1R94  he  again  enfraged  in  the  lumber  business 
on  his  own  account  in  Pctersinirg  in  partner- 
ship with  his  son  Ed  under  the  style  of  E.  S. 
Cheaney  &  Company,  and  in  this  enterprise  he 
continued  up  to  the  time  of  his  death. 

Mr.  Cheaney  was  married  February  4,  1858, 
at  the  old  homestead  on  Rock  creek,  to  Miss 
Sarali  Catherine  Houghton,  who  was  born  in 
Menard  county,  Xovember  11,  1836.  Her 
father,  Elijah  Houghton,  removed  from  Ken- 
tucky to  Menard  county  about  1881  and  pur- 
cliasf'd  a  tract  of  land.     He  married  Catherine 


Merrill,  also  from  Kentucky,  and  both  were 
members  of  old  New  Jersey  families.  Mrs. 
Clieaney's  grandfather,  Aaron  Houghton,  was 
a  soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  war  and  other 
members  of  the  family  served  in  the  Black 
Hawk  war.  Mrs.  Cheaney  is  the  youngest  in 
a  family  of  eight  children,  six  of  whom  were 
born  of  the  father's  first  marriage.  Unto  our 
subject  and  his  wife  were  bom  two  sons  and 
a  daughter.  Edgar  S,,  bom  in  1858.  married 
Miss  Maggie  Miller  and  is  engaged  in  the  lum- 
ber business  in  Petersburg.  Mary  Belle,  i)om 
in  1860,  is  the  wife  of  John  C.  Pyatt,  of  Jack- 
sonville, Illinois.  Dr.  Willara  J.  Cheaney,  bom 
in  1870,  married  Lula  Ayres,  of  Athais,  and 
they  have  three  children.  Mrs.  Cheaney  be- 
longs to  the  Christian  church,  is  identified  with 
its  societies  and  is  also  a  member  of  several 
ladies'  clubs. 

Mr.  Cheaney  was  called  to  his  final  rest  on 
the  23d  of  February,  1903,  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-two years  and  nineteen  days.  In  his  po- 
litical views  he  was  a  stanch  Democrat  and 
was  ever  active  in  the  party,  doing  all  in  his 
power  to  promote  its  growth  and  insure  its 
success.  He  belonged  to  Clinton  lodge.  No. 
19,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  also  to  Salem  lodge.  No. 
123.  I.  0,  0.  F.,  and  his  funeral  services  were 
held  under  the  auspices  of  the  latter  organiza- 
tion. He  was  likewise  a  meinber  of  the  Illinoia 
Lumber  Dealers'  Association. 

The  following  is  a  part  of  the  obituary  no- 
tice read  by  Elder  Groves  at  the  time  of  his 
death : 

"For  forty-seven  years  he  has  been  intimately 
associated  with  the  growth  and  welfare  of  this 
city,  as  one  of  its  most  intelligent  business 
men  and  public  spirited  citizens.  He  was  ex- 
act and  scrupulous  in  all  of  his  business  deal- 
ings; his  word  or  promise  in  any  transaction 
was  taken  without  any  hesitation.  In  his  view 
the  highest  citizenship  was  comprehended  in 
the  morality,  enterprise  and  integrity  of  the 
people.  His  style  was  simple  and  easy;  be 
employed  not  many  words,  but  such  as  had  a 
well  understood  meaning  and  were  direct  to 
the  point. 

"Brother  Cheaney  was  by  education,  instinct 
and  from  choice  a  gentleman;  he  was  well  in- 
formed on  tonics  of  public  concern,  and  [had 
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the  rare  faculty  of  eipressing  his  views  with 
the  logic  of  directness.  I  think  when  we  come 
to  a  proper  estimate  of  his  character  and  seek 
after  the  secret  of  his  sjmpathy  and  affection 
we  shall  find  it  in  the  richness  and  integrity 
of  his  moral  nature,  in  that  sincerity,  that 
transparent  honesty,  that  truthfulness  which 
laid  the  basis  for  everything  of  goodness  to 
which  we  do  honor  today.  He  lived  in  peace 
with  Jiis  neighbors  and  enjoyed  their  friend- 
ship. He  never  gave  up  his  old-time  hospital- 
ity; his  home  was  free  (o  his  friends  and  even 
the  stranger  found  a  welcome  there.  He  was 
always  genial  iu  his  manner,  pure  in  purpose 
and  clear  in  his  opinions. 

"Brother  Cheaney  was  a  public  spirited  man 
and  the  monuments  to  his  enterprise  will  sur- 
vive for  years.  His  gifts  to  public  and  reli- 
gious institutions  were  frequent  and  generous. 
He  gave  to  the  churches,  to  the  poor,  to  public 
and  individual  enterprises.  He  was  as  unos- 
tentatious in  his  beneficences  as  he  was  in 
person  and  luanners.  He  was  possessed  of 
many  if  not  all  the  attributes  of  a  Christian, 
but  was  not  a  member  of  any  church ;  yet 
there  was  a  living  faith  that  made  him  fear 
no  evil  in  the  silent  valley.  He  believed  that 
some  guardian  angel  would  stand  by  the  broken 
column  through  death's  dark  night  and  raise 
him  up  in  the  eternal  morning. 

"No  man  has  left  a  better  record  for  honor, 
integrity  and  uprightness.  He  was  a  kind  and 
obliging  neighbor  and  a  devoted  father  and 
husband.  Thoae  who  have  been  his  associates 
for  many  years  say  they  have  ever  found  him 
a  considerate,  kind  and  helpful  neighbor  and 
friend,  careful  of  their  needs  in  health  or  sick- 
ness. Companionship  with  such  a  man  is  a 
l)enedictioD. 

"There  are  left  to  mourn  his  departure  the 
devoted  companion  of  his  earthly  pilgrimage, 
two  sons,  one  daught«r,  eleven  grandchildren 
and  a  host  of  friends." 


CORNELIUS    JANSSEN. 
Cornelius    Janssen,    whose    name   has    been 
anglicized  so  that  he  is  known  as  C.  S.  John- 
sen   in  Menard  county,   was  bom   in   Strock- 


hold,  Germany,  on  the  S4th  of  October,  1854. 
He  is  to-day  one  of  the  leading  business  men 
of  Menard  county,  having  valuable  farming  in- 
terests and  at  the  same  time  conducting  coal 
mining  operations  with  excellent  success.  His 
parents,  Frink  F.  and  Jantze  (Junje)  Jan.^i- 
sen,  came  to  America  in  1865  and  landed  at 
New  York  city  on  the  8th  of  November  of  that 
year,  after  which  they  made  their  way  to  Pe- 
tersburg, Illinois,  which  was  then  the  terminus 
of  the  Chicago  &  Alton  Railroad.  In  Menard 
county  the  father  turned  his  attention  to  farm- 
ing and  here  reared  his  family. 

Cornelius  Janssen  was  a  youth  of  eleven 
years  when  his  parents  crossed  the  Atlantic- 
He  is  truly  a  self-made  man,  for  at  the  early 
age  of  seven  years  he  began  earning  his  own 
living  and  was  employed  until  eleven  years  of 
age  at  herding  cows  for  his  board.  He  re- 
ceived only  rye  bread  and  milk  that  had  been 
skimmed.  The  bread  was  broken  into  a  bowl 
and  milk  poured  over  it  and  handed  him  out 
of  the  door  of  the  house.  In  that  country  the 
cows  are  not  housed  until  late  in  November,  at 
which  time  the  weather  was  often  very  cold. 
Mr.  Janssen  would  frequently  force  a  cow  to 
rise  from  the  ground  where  it  had  been  lying 
and  he  would  then  stand  on  the  spot  which 
had  thus  been  wanned  in  order  to  warm  his 
bare  feet,  for  he  had  no  shoes  at  that  time. 
After  coming  to  America  Mr.  Janssen  earned 
his  first  money  by  carrying  water  for  the  men 
at  work  on  the  Chicago  &  Alton  Railroad. 
I-ater  he  worked  for  the  Old  North  Shaft  Com- 
pany, in  which  C.  B.  Lanning  was  a  partner, 
and  during  five  years  of  the  sixteen  years  that 
he  followed  that  business  he  had  a  contract  to 
do  all  the  driving  for  the  company.  In  this 
way  he  gained  an  intimate  and  practical  knowl- 
edge of  mining.  On  leaving  the  employ  of  that 
company  he  removed  to  his  present  place  of 
residence.  He  owned  property  in  Petersburg, 
which  he  traded  with  Mr.  Shipp  for  the  home 
where  he  now  lives,  having  here  one  hundred 
and  forty  acres  of  good  farming  land,  worth 
one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  acre.  He  has 
placed  his  fields  under  a  very  high  state  of  cul- 
tivation and  annually  harvests  good  crops.  He 
also  has  fine  stock  upon  his  place,  the  sale  of 
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He  likewise  has  other  business  interests,  having 
in  I'JOS  sunk  a  coal  shaft,  called  the  Janssen 
Valley  coal  shaft,  from  which  he  sells  on  an 
average  of  about  six  hundred  tons  of  coal  per 
month.  He  and  his  sons  superintend  and  work 
the  mine,  Mr.  Janssen  being  a  practical  miner, 
having  a  state  license,  such  as  is  required  by 
all  managers  of  mining  property.  His  son  Har- 
man  has  passed  the  state  inspection  examina- 
tion for  hoisting  engineers,  his  license  being 
issued  at  Springfield,  June  17,  1904.  Mr. 
Janssen  received  from  J.  H,  Meyers  tlie  money 
that  enabled  him  to  sink  hia  coal  shaft  and  that 
gentleman  also  furni.^ihed  him  with  all  funds 
necessary  to  continue  the  business,  and  .Mr. 
Janssen  gratefully  acknowledges  his  indebted- 
ness to  Mr.  Meyers  and  his  deep  feeling  of 
gratitude  to  him. 

On  the  17th  of  October,  1874,  occurred  the 
marriage  of  Jlir.  Janssen  and  Miss  Helkelina 
Junker,  a  daughter  of  Roelf  C.  and 
Ahrends  (Von  Mark)  Junker,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  Germany,  whence 
they  came  to  America  in  July,  1871. 
The  mother  died  of  smallpo,\  nine 
months  after  her  arrival  here.  Mr.  Junker 
died  in  Dawson  county,  Xebraska,  in  1898. 
Mrs.  Janssen  was  bom  at  Groswolderfeld,  Han- 
over, Germany,  December  10,  1853,  and  by  her 
marriage  haa  become  the  mother  of  eleven  chil- 
dren, all  sons:  Theodore,  aged  twenty-six  years, 
is  the  eldest;  Harman,  twenty-four  years  of 
age,  having  passed  the  examination  of  the  state 
board  as  a  mining  engineer,  is  taking  charge  of 
the  mining  interests  of  the  firm  of  Janssen  & 
Sons ;  Jerry  is  nineteen  years  of  age,  Willie  six- 
teen years,  Cornelius  fourteen  years  and  Luther 
twelve  years  of  age.  The  other  members  of  the 
family  are  deceased.  The  parents  hold  mem- 
bership in  the  German  Lutheran  church  and 
are  prominent  and  influential  people  in  thdr 
community.  In  his  political  views  Mr.  Jans- 
sen is  a  stalwart  Republican,  but  has  never  had 
time  or  inclination  to  seek  ofGco,  preferring  to 
give  bis  entire  attention  to  his  business  affairs, 
which  are  capably  conducted.  He  certainly  de- 
serves great  credit  for  what  he  has  accom- 
plished, for  he  started  out  in  life  with  no  as- 
sistance at  the  early  age  of  seven  years,  and  all 
that  ho  has  since   possessed  and  enjoyed   has 


been  obtained  through  his  perseverance  and  un- 
tiring labors.  He  is  now  one  of  the  substantial 
citizens  of  Menard  county  and  well  deserves 
repnsentation  in  this  volume. 


JOHN  A.  PETEIE. 


Hon.  John  A.  Petrie,  formerly  repreiientat i ve 
from  his  district  to  the  Illinois  general  assem- 
bly and  now  engaged  in  the  insurance  and  real- 
estate  business  in  Greenvicw.  was  Inirn  near 
Mount  Carmel,  Fleming  county,  Kentucky, 
February  8,  1856.  His  father,  David  A.  Petrie, 
was  horn  Dw>ember  21,  1839,  near  Newport, 
Herkimer  county.  New  York,  and  his  father 
was  of  German  and  his  mother  of  Irish  descent. 
He  went  to  Fleming  county,  Kentucky,  in  1854, 
and  was  there  engaged  in  farming  and  dairying. 
He  married  Hannah  C.  Lewellin,  April  30, 
1855.  She  was  born  in  Fleming  county,  Ken- 
tucky, March  24,  1832,  and  was  a  desoendant 
of  John  Hart,  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Decla- 
ration of  Independence.  Leaving  Kentucky, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Petrie  removed  to  Illinois,  reach- 
ing Petersburg,  Menard  county,  February  8, 
1865.  They  lived  on  a  farm  for  three  years 
and  in  March,  1868,  removed  to  Greenview, 
where  the  family  has  since  resided,  the  father 
being  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  and  con- 
tracting. Fnto  him  and  his  wife  have  been 
born  the  following  named:  John  A.;  Clarence 
A.,  who  was  bom  April  21, 1859,  and  died  Jan- 
uary 3,  1904;  Frank  H.,  bora  June  25,  1861; 
Lucy  G.  Hamil,  bora  May  4,  1863;  Lydia  A. 
Moore,  March  21,  1867;  Phebe  A.,  who  was 
bora  April  30,  1869,  and  died  September  8, 
1870;  Charles  A.,  who  was  bora  December  28, 
1871,  and  died  July  18,  1878;  and  Claude, 
bom  September  S2,  1873. 

At  the  usual  age  John  A,  Petrie  entered  the 
Greenview  schools,  where  he  remained  as  -i 
student  until  June,  1873.  He  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  freshman  class  of  Lincoln  University 
in  September,  1873,  and  after  a  year  left 
school  to  engage  in  business  with  his  father 
in  Greenview.  This  was  in  the  summer  of 
1874.  He  never  returned  to  school  but  has  al- 
ways been  a  student  and  a  great  reader  and 
L:g:izccl^y  V-H.Ht'^H." 
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keeps  posttni  nn  tlie  affairs  of  the  day,  taking 
an  active  part  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  prog- 
ress and  welfare  of  his  town  and  state.  Al- 
though bom  on  a  farm  and  there  remaining 
until  twelve  years  of  age,  he  was  not  interested 
in  farm  life  and  always  longed  for  a  business 
or  professional  life,  and  up  to  the  time  he  was 
twenty  years  of  age  he  entertained  the  idea  of 
studying  law  and  in  later  years  has  many  times 
expressed  the  regret  that  he  did  not  do  so. 
After  coming  to  GreenvJew  he  attended  school 
in  the  winter  seasons  and  worked  on  a  farm 
in  the  summers  of  1869  and  1870.  In  1871  he 
worked  with  his  father  and  from  July,  1872, 
until  September,  1873,  he  clerked  in  the  hard- 
ware store  of  W.  S.  Morse  &  Company,  receiv- 
ing a  salary  of  twenty-tive  dollars  per  month 
and  thus  earning  the  money  which  paid  his 
tuition  in  Lincoln  University  the  following 
year.  After  leaving  school  he  engaged  in  busi- 
ness with  his  father  under  the  firm  name  of 
D.  A.  Petrie  &  Son,  in  1874,  and  continued  in 
the  business  until  January,  1877,  when  they 
consolidated  their  hardware  business  with  that 
of  Frank  Frorer,  of  Lincoln,  Illinois,  vphich  was 
then  being  conducted  under  the  name  of  Leigh- 
ton  &  Company,  by  E.  F.  Leighton.  The  busi- 
ness was  consolidated  under  the  name  of  Pcl- 
rie  &  Company-  This  firm  handled  grain  of  all 
kinds  in  connection  with  their  hardware  and 
farm  machinery  and  did  a  large  business,  which 
they  sold  out  in  1884  to  A.  E.  Stewart.  In 
1880  John  A.  Petrie  assisted  in  organizing  the 
Greenview  Coal  Company  and  was  its  first 
secretary.  He  was  a  member  of  the  board  of 
directors  for  several  years,  was  president  of 
the  company  for  one  term  and  afterward  was 
general  superintendent,  resigning  in  1883,  and 
selling  his  interest  in  1885  to  E.  F.  Crane,  of 
Mount  Sterling,  Illinois.  In  1S8(!,  with  several 
citizens  of  Greenview,  he  helped  to  organize 
the  Jtenard  Coal  Company,  which  began  sink- 
ing the  second  shaft  in  Greenview,  June  28, 

1886.  He  entered  the  employ  of  this  company 
aa  clerk  in  1886,  was  appointed  sales  agent  in 

1887,  was  elected  secretary  about  1890  and  had 
the  active  management  of  the  company  until 
January,  1899.  He  is  still  a  director  of  the 
company.  In  the  meantime  the  Greenview 
Coal  Company  and  the  Menard  Coal  Company 


were  consolidated  in  1893,  under  the  name  of 
Menard  Coal  Company,  and  this  was  reorgan- 
ized, in  October,  189S,  as  the  Greenview  CoaJ 
&  Mining  Company.  In  March,  1899,  Mr. 
Petrie  opened  an  insurance  and  real  estate  of- 
fice, and  is  now  engaged  in  that  business,  en- 
joying a  very  satisfactory  patronage,  being  ever 
mindful  of  the  best  interests  of  his  patrons. 

Mr.  Petrie  has  ever  worked  for  the  best  in- 
terests of  Greenview  and  never  fails  to  speak 
a  good  word  for  her  business  men  nor  try  to 
promote  their  welfare  as  opportunity  offers.  He 
has  always  been  closely  connected  with  the 
business  affairs  of  the  village  and  has  been  a 
most  earnest  champion  of  its  system  of  public 
education.  He  was  elected  school  director 
when  twenty-two  years  of  age  and  has  been 
connected  with  the  school  board,  either  as  mem- 
ber or  president,  for  the  past  nine  years.  He 
has  served  several  times  as  trustee  of  the  vil- 
lage, and  for  the  last  five  years  has  been  village 
clerk — elected  three  times  without  opposition. 

Politically  a  Democrat,  as  was  his  father, 
Mr.  Petrie,  from  the  time  he  attained  his  ma- 
jority, has  taken  an  active  part  in  politics  and 
has  been  solicited  many  times  by  his  friends 
to  run  for  office.  About  two  weeks  before  the 
primaries  were  held  in  1896  he  announced 
himself  as  a  candidate  for  assessor  and  treas- 
urer. He  went  into  the  county  convention  with 
the  largest  number  of  delegates  and  the  larg- 
est popular  vote,  but,  there  being  two  other 
candidates— J.  H.  Clary  and  Henry  Eurfiend 
— the  contest  was  close,  and  after  seventy-three 
ballots  were  taken  Mr.  Clary  withdrew  from  the 
convention  and  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Petrie 
was  conceded,  but  three  of  the  Oakford  dele- 
gation failed  to  follow  their  instructions  and 
voted  for  Burfiend,  who  was  nominated  by  a 
half  vote.  The  dissatisfaction  caused  by  the 
action  of  the  convention  resulted  in  the  defeat 
of  a  part  of  the  ticket,  and  had  it  not  been  for 
the  personal  work  of  Mr.  Petrie  among  his 
friends  Mr.  Burfiend,  who  was  only  elected  by 
a  small  majority,  would  have  been  defeated. 
Mr.  Petrie  next  entered  the  political  field  in 
1900,  when  he  became  a  candidate  for  member 
of  the  forty-second  general  assembly  against 
Hon.  T.  W.  McNeely,  whom  he  defeated  in 
the  countv  convention,  and,  with  the  assistance 
L:g:izccl^y  V-H.Ht'^H." 
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of  LogaD  and  Mason  counties,  in  the  seaatorial 
convention  held  at  Havana,  Illmois.  The  can- 
didate from  Casa  withdrawing,  Mr.  Pet- 
rie  and  Hon.  John  C.  Young,  of  Ma- 
son, were  nominated  for  the  legislature 
and  Lawreiioe  B.  Stringer,  of  Logan,  for 
the  senate.  The  thirty-second  senatorial  dis- 
trict was  then  composed  of  Logan,  Mason,  Case 
and  Menard  counties.  Mr.  Petrje  was  elected 
by  a  large  majority,  and  in  January,  1901,  en- 
tered upon  his  duties.  His  record  in  the  forty- 
second  general  assembly  was  a  clean,  honest, 
business  record,  where  he  was  ever  on  the  alert, 
looking  aft«r  the  best  interests  of  his  constitu- 
ents, working  for  good  and  working  and  vot- 
ing against  all  vicious  and  unworthy  measures. 
He  was  appointed  on  the  following  committees : 
fish  hvA  game,  insuranci',  niiins  and  mining, 
public  charities,  and  roads  and  bridges.  By 
his  courteous  treatment  and  gentlemanly  bear- 
ing he  made  many  friends  among  Bepubltcan 
as  well  as  Democratic  members.  During  thia 
session  of  the  legislature  the  gerrymander  of 
the  state  changed  Mr,  Petrie's  district  from 
the  thirty-second  to  the  thirtieth  and  made  a 
strong  Democratic  district,  composed  of  Schuy- 
ler, Brown,  Tazewell,  Cass,  Mason  and  Menard, 
and  Tazewell  having  a  holdover  senator  and 
every  county  a  candidate  for  representative,  the 
fight  for  preferment  in  the  forty-third  general 
assembly  became  a  lively  and  interesting  con- 
test. Mr.  Petrie  was  again  a  candidate  and 
received  the  endorsement  of  his  county  without 
opposition,  and  after  a  hotly  contested  fight  in 
tiie  senatorial  convention  was  renominated  and 
again  elected  to  represent  his  district.  In  the 
forty-third  assembly  he  became  an  active  worker 
and  was  appointed  on  the  committees  on  rules, 
insurance,  mines  and  mining,  roads  and  bridges, 
revenue,  appropriations,  education,  horticul 
ture,  and  public  buildings  and  grounds 
Though  he  never  made  a  speech  in  the  house, 
his  work  in  the  committee  rooms  and  his  watch- 
fulness on  the  floor  of  the  house  gave  him  a 
prestige  among  the  members  which  surpassed 
any  influence  many  speeches  could  have  gained, 
and  on  leaving  Springfield,  at  the  close  of  the 
session,  it  was  the  wish  of  many  members  that 
lie  would  again  be  returned  from  his  district. 
Mr.  Petrie  belongs  to  flreenview  Lodge,  No. 


G53,  A,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  has  always  been  one  of 
its  most  active  and  influential  members.  He 
has  filled  all  the  various  stations  and  served 
the  lodge  as  master  several  times.  He  is  a 
member  of  De  Witt  Chapter,  No.  119,  R.  A.  M., 
and  St  AJdemar  Commandery,  No.  47,  K.  T., 
and  has  the  distinction  of  having  been  elected 
eminent  commander  of  the  commandery  the 
next  year  after  being  made  a  Sir  Knight.  He 
is  also  a  charter  member  of  the  Modem  Wood- 
men of  America,  belonging  to  Tree  Camp,  No. 
178,  of  Greeoview,  and  the  Fraternal  Reserve 
Life  Association,  No.  48,  of  Greenview. 

On  the  10th  of  February,  1876,  Mr.  Petrie 
was  married  to  Miss  Samantha  Pierce,  who  was 
bom  September  21,  1856,  a  daughter  of  Hon. 
Hiram  L,  Pierce,  of  Logan  county,  Illinois, 
now  of  Indian  Territory.  The  wedding  cere- 
mony was  perfonned  at  Lincoln,  Illinois,  by 
Rev.  L.  P.  Crawford,  of  the  Presbyterian 
church.  They  became  the  parents  of  two  chil- 
dren: Nina  Edith,  bora  November  13,  1876; 
and  Mabel  Eva,  born  January  14,  1879.  The 
former,  a  graduate  of  the  Greenview  high 
school  of  the  class  of  1894,  was  assistant  in  tlie 
postoffice  here  and  then  spent  a  year  in  Grand 
Rapids,  Michigan,  pursuing  a  course  in  kinder- 
garten work,  and  for  five  years  prior  to  3905 
she  had  charge  of  the  primary  department  of 
the  Greenview  schools,  and  for  three  years  had 
charge  of  the  kindergarten  at  Old  Salem  Chau- 
tauqua. Mabel  Eva,  a  graduate  of  the  Green- 
view high  school  of  the  class  of  1895,  was  a 
teacher  of  'a  country  school  in  the  winter  of 
1899-1900  and  until  January,  1901,  when  she 
resigned.  She  was  married  August  ■>. 
1901,  to  Alonzo  W.  Larison,  of  Lin- 
coln, Illinois,  where  they  reside.  They  have 
a  son,  Donald  Alonzo,  bom  October  6,  1903. 
Mrs.  Petrie,  the  mother,  died  in  September, 
1883,  and  her  remains  were  interred  in  Rose 
Hill  cemetery,  near  Petersburg,  Illinois.  She 
was  an  earnest,  devoted  Christian,  was  an  active 
worker  in  the  church,  a  lady  of  fine  social  qual- 
ities, and  was  loved  and  moumed  by  all  who 
knew  her.  On  the  13th  of  November,  1884, 
Mr.  Petrie  married  Emily  Florence  Alkire, 
daughter  of  John  H.  Alkire,  of  Sweetwater, 
Illinois.  Unto  them  was  bom  a  son.  Loyal 
John  Petrie,  November  32,  1889.    Mrs.  Ptitrie 
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is  a  lady  of  sterling  qualities,  an  advocate  of 
the  true  and  right,  a  disbeliever  in  tlie  shams 
and  an  avowed  enemy  to  the  evils  in  life,  and 
especially  to  the  abuses  and  frivolities  of  the 
soeinl  world.  She  loves  her  family,  ajid  the 
loyalty  of  her  eon  and  his  rapid  progress  in 
his  school  life  and  the  honors  he  has  won  are 
espeoialjy  due  to  her  untiring  oversight  of  his 
life  and  work. 

Mr.  Fetrie  is  a  member  of  the  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  church,  of  which  body  he  has 
been  an  elder  and  officer  for  several  years.  He 
is  a  regular  attendant  at  the  services  of    the 


Muudaj'-school  and  church  and  has  taught  a 
class  for  many  years,  very  seldom  failing  to  be 
present.  His  wife  and  three  children  are  also 
members  of  the  same  church.  He  is  strong  in 
his  convictions  of  right  and  wrong,  but  liberal 
in  his  views  and  never  infringes  on  the  rights 
of  others.  Devoted  to  his  family,  attached  to 
his  friends,  charitable  to  his  enemies,  he  be- 
lieves in  giving  every  man  a  fair  show  in  the 
world.  Perhaps  no  one  man  in  the  town  has 
done  more  to  help  his  fellow  men  or  tried  more 
earnestly  to  make  their  burdens  less  than  John 
A.  Petrie. 
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